2017 Mallee Regional Assembly
Swan Hill, 29 June 2017

Main topics discussed

Around 190 attendees including Ministers & Partnership
members.

• Education and Training
• Food and Water
• Health and Wellbeing
• Lifestyle and Tourism
• Road, Rail and Air
• Small Town Futures

Demographics of registrants
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Key messages from the Assembly include:
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61 per cent of those who registered were not on our
original invitation list, likely meaning they were new to
this consultation process.
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• Better public transport needed across the Mallee, and a greater
level of support for existing community transport services
• Creation of multi-purpose community hubs in small towns is
critical for ongoing local access to services and the long term
viability of smaller settlements
• A range of cross border issues impact on Mallee businesses
and complicate infrastructure planning and service delivery
• Poor quality digital connectivity prevents social networking
and impacts business development and productivity
• The Mallee tourism ‘brand’ needs to be strengthened, support
is required to help hospitality businesses to modernise
• Better access to healthcare services is required, better
targeted assistance needed for patients and families
required to travel long distances for appointments
• Better housing provision and support services required to
help seasonal workers integrate successfully
• Training opportunities need to be tailored to meet the
needs of key employers and regionally significant sectors
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2017 Mallee Regional Assembly
Moving forward
The Partnership will consider all information gathered
at the Assembly, and through our engagement, and will
present to the Rural and Regional Ministerial Committee
later this year. Our priorities will then feed into the 2018/
19 Budget process.

Your voice making a difference
Last year, following our Regional Assembly and
consultation process, the Mallee Regional Partnership
proposed the idea of a new Victorian Cross Border
Commissioner to work to further the interests of
businesses, organisations and individuals who live,
work and operate in Victoria’s border communities.
As a direct result of our efforts, the Government has
agreed to develop a business case around establishing
a Cross Border Commissioner’s Office for Victoria,
which will look at the feasibility, costs and benefits
associated with its establishment.
If given the green light, the new office will help all
areas of Victoria that border New South Wales and
South Australia. The Commissioner will be charged
with promoting the interests of Victorian border
communities, resolving issues and developing common
approaches with neighbouring states.
Partnership Chair Win Scott welcomed the
Government’s decision to develop a business case.
“People living and working in border regions know
that navigating different regulations across different
states can have its challenges. I am pleased that the
Government has listened to people in our border areas
and is now exploring the possibility of a Cross Border
Commissioner.”

