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Dear Beloved Brothers and Sisters m Chrsi,

As you are all mow painfully aware, i the carly howrs of this morming, February 28%, a coordinated
anid massive maliary ssxsult was lausched by the United States and lsreel againsg munseroas cities and
inetaatbons within lean. This epersticon, describad by the leaders of the o mations & & “pec-enplive”
asiack. has brought fre and destrocison 1o the lean of Tehran, Isfaban, and beyond, striking 21 the very
cenlers of govemnance and civilian life. Moreover, past prior 1o these events, lsael had alio “pre-emplively™ stacked
variomis fargets i soulbom Lebamon, where the punsber of casualiies Ba vt 1o be determined.

Tragically, ibe cycle of violence has expanded with termfving speed. Inithe howrs follvaing, Iran lnched a
widespread reprisal, willy masgiles and dromes targeting Lirncl and ULS. militany ssscts aconoe the CGiul(-—stnkmg
insialliions in Kuwail, Babrain, the Uniied Amb Emirates, Kurdistan-lrag, Jordan, s Qatar, Sirens also blared
across the Holy Lond, 'l.'u'q'm; ol incommg missiles ffom fan. Suddenly, our people from the Medilerranzan to the
Perwian Galf find themscives onee agam buddled in shelvers, fearing foe theig lives as the shadow of @ 102a] regional
War loams over us,

These developments strike a1 the very soul of our Provinee of Jenasalem & the Middle Easi Every singhe nation now
cagapad im (e conshal, asd thoss bearing the brum of the retaliatory sirikes, sesides within our eoclesimtacal
boandaries. Chur brothers amd sisters in the Dhoccse of fan are currently enduring the bermor of acrial bombandmend,
ouz members in the Diogese of Cypras & the Gulf are wiinessing the arrival of war 31 their doogsieps; and ouar
faithfiul in the Diocese of Jerusslem-—extending scross Lirnel, Palesting, Jordan, Lebaron, and Synis-—ace an
uiprccadanted thesil of miliary scalalion.

In the face of sach overwhelming fonce, we recall the wonds of car Lond Jesus Chaast: “Blessed re the pescemakers,
fiar they will be called chaldren of Grasd™ (Mam 329). Today, that calling foels heavier than ever belore. Whon the
“speril of fear™ thialens to comsume ouf heans, we miast aachor ourselves in the “speml of power, and of bove, aml of
a sound mamnd™ (2 Tim 1:7).

Farst, I call upson the glokal Chisch 1o join us in angent, usccasing prayer. 'We mplore Giod g0 probect the inmocent—
ihe mothers, ibe chiliren, and the elderly—wiho are caught in the crossfire of this “Operstion Epic Fury™ and the
subscquent “crushing resporses.™ We pray specifically Ffora “sound mind” for the Beaders of the Unifed Siabes,
lsrmel, ansd Iran, that they maight recognize the fusility of this blocdshad and num back from the precapsce of a global
cakmstrophe,

Sevonid, we i offer cach other the sanctuary of Cheistkan love. | iberelone urpe our clergy and laity o be bestons
of comfodt, In a tiene of “réginse change™ rhetoaic and miliary wltimwumme, ot ous message be the enchanging
promise of Christ's peace: (o build gach other up {1 Cor 8:1 ), for our hope 13 nod in the strength of armadas or miszile
shiclds, bat in the Prince of Peace.

Finally, we must remdn “Hndge Builders" Even as diplomatsc windows seem to slam shut, the Church musst keep
the doors of reconcilistbon open. We refase b0 see our neighbons as cnemics, whether they be in Tohran, Tel Aviv, or
ihe military bases of the Gulll | excend am urgeni mviiation io ihe wider Anglican Commumnion and all people of
goaibwill: Interoode for us now. The hour b lave, and ilse danger s great. W remaim “bamered and brused. bist niot
defeated ™ May the pease of God, which passes all undermanding, guand our beams and minds i Clanst Jesss,

Ie Christ,

T ﬁm’nm |Crucalom
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