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Welcome to the 4th
Darwin International Film Festival
Hon Matt Conlan MLA Minister for Arts and Museums
The NT Government is proud to support the Darwin International
Film Festival through annual funding of $20,000 to ensure it
remains a must-see event on the Top End’s calendar.
The Deckchair Cinema is well entrenched in the Territory’s unique
arts culture and the Festival opens up this wonderful attraction to
an even wider audience to experience.
As well as being a smash hit with locals, the Darwin International
Film Festival is becoming more popular with visitors to the Top
End with almost 3000 people attending last year’s festival. As we continue to invest
in growing our tourism industry, events like this are important when promoting the
Territory and our many wonderful attractions.
This year’s Festival will be bigger and better, and I encourage everyone to attend.
John Schier Chair, Darwin Film Society
Wow, the fourth year of DIFF!
Welcome to an event quickly gaining credibility as a dry season
highlight on the Top End’s festival calendar. The continued
support we receive is so valuable and essential to enable
the Darwin Film Society (DFS) to showcase the multi-cultural
films that we encourage you to experience. A special thank
you to Ms Penelope McDonald, Screen NT and the Northern
Territory Government, Ian Kew at Darwin International Airport,
PowerWater Corporation and to our many in-kind sponsors.
I also appreciate the hard work and sincerely thank fellow committee members of the
DFS, Sarah Wilkie and the DIFF subcommittee, our new manager Steven Noble, our
staff, DFS members and the very much appreciated volunteers; and you the patron.
Ian Kew CEO, NT Airports
Darwin International Airport is proud to once again support the
Darwin International Film Festival as it continues to grow. On its
way to becoming an iconic Top End event, DIFF has something
unique to offer audiences: an intriguing and entertaining mix of
films—never before screened in Darwin—in the idyllic setting of
our Deckchair Cinema.
Congratulations to the Darwin Film Society and the team at the
Deckchair Cinema for their efforts in staging another festival that
will challenge and engage audiences, give them lots to talk about
and create long-lasting memories.
Steven Noble GM, Deckchair Cinema and Film Festival Director
It’s been extremely exciting to organise DIFF this year. In its fourth
year, the unique event is growing in stature and reputation; and
DIFF is now a highlight on the cultural calendar. And the community
anticipation has motivated us to create our best event yet!
It’s been a pleasure working with our sponsors and supporters; and
I cannot thank them enough for their continued enthusiasm and
support. Special thanks also to Michael Sergi who has provided
invaluable program advice.
We have an amazing line-up of films this year and I’m confident
you’ll love them!

Mystery Road
116m | 2013 | Ivan Sen | Australia | English | Bunya Productions
Wednesday 18 September, 7:30pm
★ ★ ★ ★ Official Selection – Sydney Film Festival
★ ★ ★ ★ Official Selection – Melbourne International Film Festival

NT Premiere / Opening Night
Mystery Road is a deadly outback story as
raw as it is visually striking. As confronting as
it is inspiring; as emotionally charged as it is
compelling.
This gripping murder-mystery entertainingly
blends nail-bitting tension with outback comedy.
Indigenous detective Jay Swan (Aaron Pedersen)
returns to his hometown after spending too
many years in the city. Jay’s first case is the
murder of an Indigenous teenager whose body
is found in a drain under the highway truck route
out of town.

“An impressively crafted,
immensely satisfying contempo
thriller that astutely grafts
Western and film-noir elements
onto the hot-button issue of
tensions between indigenous
and European Australians.”

Alienated from the white dominated Police force
and the Indigenous community he left behind,
including his teenage daughter, Jay struggles to
fit in. Thwarted in his investigations by a lack of
cooperation from the locals, including the police,
Jay gradually unravels a complex crime web that
might just be the work of a serial killer.
The all-star Australian cast includes Hugo
Weaving, Ryan Kwanten, Jack Thompson,
Tasma Walton, Damian Walshe-Howling and
Samara Weaving; add the stunning outback
scenery, and you have a suspenseful, intelligent
and beautifully crafted mystery.
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The Broken Circle
Breakdown
110m | 2013 | Felix van Groeningen | Belgium/Netherlands
Flemish, English with English subtitles | Hopscotch
Thursday 19 September, 7:30pm

Unclassified
18+ Only

★ ★ ★ ★ Panorama Audience Award (Fiction) – Berlin International Film Festival
★ ★ ★ ★ Best Screenplay – Tribeca Film Festival

“A sure-fire, tear-jerking,
audience pleaser, the engaging
and moving Belgian film The
Broken Circle Breakdown
wears its heart resolutely
on its sleeve, blending love,
friendship, grief and drama
with some romping and
rousing bluegrass tunes.”
Mark Adams, Screen Daily

NT Premiere
The Broken Circle Breakdown is Belgian cinema
like you have never seen before. A life-affirming,
uplifting, deep-Southern-bluegrass hoedown in
the most unlikely of places.
Didier and Elise’s relationship is stormy and
passionate; it was love at first sight, but that
was only the beginning. Didier plays the banjo
in a bluegrass band, lives in a caravan in the
Belgian countryside and idolises America as
the ‘land of the free’. Elise owns her own
tattoo parlour and her body is plastered with
images – little mementos of past lovers whose
names have been carefully covered up by new
tattoos. Before long their two lives are closely
intertwined. Elise sings in Didier’s band and they
soon have a daughter together, little Maybelle,
with whom they move into an unconventionally
restored country house.
Based on a stage play, director Felix van
Groeningen portrays various episodes in Elise
and Didier’s story as their love and commitment
to their family are sorely tested. The film’s
barn-stomping bluegrass concert footage and
enthralling love story are delightfully reminiscent
of the grand old days of American country
music.
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A Hijacking
99m | 2012 | Tobias Lindholm | Denmark
Danish, Swedish, English with English subtitles | Madman
Thursday 19 September, 9:30pm
★ ★ ★ ★ Winner - Best Film – 2013 Danish Academy Awards
★ ★ ★ ★ Winner - Tobias Lindholm, Best Director – 2013 Palm Springs International Film Festival

NT Premiere
A Hijacking is an expertly made, tense and gripping
psychological thriller that carries the audience
along a challenging emotional journey.
When the Danish cargo ship MV Rozen is hijacked
by Somali pirates in the Indian Ocean an edgy
drama unfolds between the CEO of the shipping
company, and the Somali pirates. The men
onboard become pawns in a cynical game of life
and death.

“.... the film is at once a probing
psychological case study and
a ripped-from-the-headlines
exploration of modern sea
piracy.”
New York Times

The drama alternates between the stressed crew
on the MV Rozen and the shipping-company
boardroom back home. The CEO sees himself
as an ace mediator, and decides to take charge,
interfering with the experienced professional
(played by a real-life hostage negotiator).
Meanwhile, at sea, the captive crew live in appalling
conditions, and expect death at any moment.
A Hijacking is influenced by the highly popular
Scandinavian TV crime-drama form, with its
fusion of realism and action. Tobias Lindholm, the
Director, whose motto is “reality rules”, creates a
big screen experience that is expertly paced and
delivers a dynamic emotional payoff.
Applauded on the international festival circuit with
screenings at Venice, Toronto and London film
festivals.
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Blancanieves
100m | 2012 | Pablo Berger | Spain/France
No Dialogue | Rialto
Friday 20 September, 7:30pm
★ ★ ★ ★ Winner – Goya Award – Best Film
★ ★ ★ ★ Winner – San Sebastian – Special Jury Prize, Pablo Berger

“The gladiatorial scenes in the
bullring are superbly good, and
Berger takes inspiration from
Hitchcock, with hints of Rebecca
and Psycho, Buñuel, Browning
and Almodóvar, and conjures a
fascinatingly ambiguous ending:
melancholy, eerie and erotic.”
The Guardian

NT Premiere
Blancanieves is a magical re-telling of the classic
Brothers’ Grimm fairy tale, Snow White, with a
sprinkling of Bizet’s Carmen thrown in to spice
things up a little.
Set in a romanticized 1920s Seville, Spain, this
film is a unique homage to the black-and-white
golden age of Europe’s silent cinema.
Snow White is Carmen, the daughter of a
famous bullfighter, who lives under the tyrannical
rule of her monstrous, evil stepmother, Encarna.
When she escapes and joins a troupe of
bullfighting dwarves, her beauty and natural
talent in the bullring attract plenty of attention.
Soon the news reaches the evil Encarna, who at
last knowing where to find Carmen, sets about
preparation for the final showdown. This is
Snow White as you’ve never seen her before, in
a setting that is uniquely Spanish
“This film is a wonderment! A striking .… full-bodied,
visually stunning film.”
Roger Ebert,
Chicago Sun-Times
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Upstream Color
96m | 2013 | Shane Carruth | USA
English | Palace
Friday 20 September, 9:30pm
★ ★ ★ ★ Special Jury Prize – Sundance Film Festival
★ ★ ★ ★ Official Selection – Sundance Film Festival

NT Premiere
Upstream Color is the kind of cinematic gem that
only independent cinema can produce.
An hallucinatory cinematic experience that defies
categorisation, Upstream Color is the highly
anticipated second film from Shane Carruth. His
debut feature Primer won the Grand Jury Prize
of the 2004 Sundance Film Festival and is widely
regarded as a landmark of independent cinema.

“To watch the haunting, disturbing
Upstream Color is to feel like
you’re inside not one of your own
dreams but someone else’s, a
dream that’s both compelling and
unnerving in ways you can’t put
your finger on.”
Kenneth Turen,
Los Angeles Times

Kris is derailed from her life when she is drugged
by a small-time thief. But something bigger
is going on. She is unknowingly drawn into
the life cycle of an organism that appears to
have overpowered her identity. Along the way,
she encounters Jeff (Carruth), who is equally
consumed by this strange force. The two search
urgently for a place of safety, and certainty, as
they struggle to assemble the loose fragments of
their wrecked lives.
Upstream Color is a romantic thriller that goes
in search of truths about what constitutes our
identity that lie tantalisingly beyond our reach.
Both gripping and boundary pushing, it asserts
Carruth as one of the most exciting and talented
independent filmmakers working in cinema
today.
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Soguk
105m | 2013 | Ugur Yucel | Turkey
Turkish with English subtitles | TMC Turkey
Saturday 21 September, 7:30pm

“Combining elements of
Chekhov’s Three Sisters with
a brutal murder plot set in a
remote Turkish frontier town,
this fatalistic melodrama ….
deserves credit for artistic
ambition.”
The Hollywood Reporter

Unclassified
18+ Only

Australian Premiere
Extraordinary snow covered landscapes become
the backdrop for a film that exposes the pain of
rapid cultural modernisation. When life changes
too quickly people no longer know who they are
or how to behave.
In the Turkish city of Kars the traditional way
of life begins to crumble as the pressures of a
modern world disrupts established ways. Here,
marriages are arranged, but happiness is often
elsewhere.
Balabey lives a traditional life with his family,
until he meets the beautiful Russian prostitute
Irina, who works with her two sisters in a Kars
night club. A railroad worker, who has known no
other women than his wife, Balabey falls in love
with Irina, and his childish, naïve passion for her
makes him leave everything behind. But soon
Balabey’s fragile happiness begins to fall apart
as his thuggish younger brother, who was forced
to marry Balabey’s sister-in-law, seems hell-bent
on destroying everything.
With only 3 days before Irina returns to Russia
the pressure is so great that everyone’s life
begins to unravel. A bleak climate becomes the
setting for an extraordinary film that unfolds like
a modern-day Greek tragedy.
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Oh Boy
81m | 2012 | Jan Ole Gerster | Germany
German with English subtitles | Madman
Saturday 21 September, 9:30pm
★ ★ ★ ★ Film Award in Gold (Best Direction, Best Actor, Best Supporting Actor,
Best Screenplay, Outstanding Feature Film) – German Film Awards

NT Premiere
Oh Boy has what just might be the most
charming lead character of any 2013 movie.
Niko is in his late 20’s and recently dropped
out of law school. He lives for the moment. He
drifts through the streets of Berlin, observing the
people around him with curiosity as they manage
their daily lives, oblivious to his own growing
status as an outsider, with no clear path in life.
One day everything changes and Niko is forced
to confront the consequences of his years of
inaction. His girlfriend ends their relationship, his
father cuts off his allowance and a psychiatrist
confirms his ‘emotional imbalance’. Meanwhile,
his new neighbour tries to get to know him, and
a peculiar beauty from his past confronts him
with the emotional wounds she says he inflicted.
And all Niko wants is a decent cup of coffee; but
not too expensive.

“The film is often highly amusing,
and yet the day after seeing it,
I realised it had sunk into my
mind way more deeply than that
adjective would usually allow.
This makes it more than just
a hit comedy – it makes it an
interesting phenomenon.”
Lynden Barber,
SBS

With a lightness of touch, Oh Boy presents a
comically askew, wryly deadpan character study
of a skittish and beguiling young man whose
universally familiar disaffection and indifference
butts against the wake-up call of everyday
reality. Sharply written by director Jan-Ole
Gerster, the film is a witty, existential crowdpleaser, showing you Berlin like you
have never seen it before.
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In Bloom
102m | 2013 | Nana Ekvtimishvili / Simon Gross
Georgia/Germany/France
Georgian with English subtitles | Palace
Sunday 22 September, 7:30pm

Unclassified
18+ Only

★ ★ ★ ★ C.I.C.A.E. Award – Berlin International Film Festival
★ ★ ★ ★ Best Film - 2013 Hong Kong International Film Festival

“In Bloom is a superior rites-ofpassage drama about friendship,
revenge and dysfunctional
families…. with superb
performances, high technical
polish …. deserves to find a
discerning foreign audience.”
The Hollywood Reporter

NT Premiere
In Bloom takes the typical Western coming of
age story, and turns it upside down, before
smashing it to pieces.
Celebrated as a major discovery of the 2013
Berlinale, In Bloom is a powerful story of two
young girls navigating the oppressive familial and
societal expectations of post-Soviet Georgia, as
civil war rages in the provinces.
For 14-year-old best friends Eka and Natia,
living in crumbling high-rise housing projects in
Tbilisi in 1992, childhood comes to an abrupt
halt. Big problems loom in the background: the
aftershocks of the Soviet Union collapsing, a war
with breakaway Abkhazia and deadbeat fathers,
who are either abusive drunks or mysteriously
absent criminals. But like most schoolgirls,
they’re far more concerned with gossip, music
and exercising their budding sexual power over
the boys.
Class beauty Natia attracts the attention of not
only the handsome Lado, but also local thug
Kote. It is the gift of a pistol by Lado to Natia
that fractures the lives of both girls and tests
their lifelong friendship.
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Rhino Season
90m | 2012 | Bahman Ghobadi | Turkey, Iraqi Kurdistan
Farsi, Turkish, English with English subtitles | Madman
Sunday 22 September, 9:30pm

Unclassified
18+ Only

★ ★ ★ ★ Best Cinematography - San Sebastian Film Festival, 2012

NT Premiere
Rhino Season is a Middle-Eastern love story
that dares to explore just how passionate
and resilient love can be. Poetically told, with
captivating visuals, it is a film that strikes at the
very core of what it means to be in love.
Spanning three decades, Rhino Season is
based on the tragic and true story of a Kurdish
poet unjustly incarcerated during Iran’s Islamic
Revolution. The victim of a personal vendetta,
Sahel (Behrouz Vossoughi) is thrown into prison
along with his devoted wife Mina (Monica
Bellucci). Inexplicably released after serving a
gruelling ten-year sentence, Mina is informed by
the authorities that Sahel is dead. Heartbroken,
she and her two children leave Iran for Istanbul
— unknowingly leaving behind her very-muchalive husband, who is forced to stay in prison
for another twenty years. Finally released, Sahel
sets out to find his wife, the memory of whom
was the only thing that sustained him throughout
his agonizing ordeal. But after clinging to an
intangible vision for so many years, what is the
reality that awaits him now? Will he find Mina?

“A tragic love story, a fierce
indictment against the Islamist
regime in Tehran, but most of
all, a lyrical elegy replete with
symbolical visions.”
Dan Fainaru,
Screen Daily

From acclaimed exiled Iranian-Kurdish writerdirector Bahman Ghobadi, Rhino Season is a
lyrical account of Sahel’s state of mind, blending
past and present, dream and reality.
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The Act
of Killing
159m | Joshua Oppenheimer | Denmark
Indonesian, English with English subtitles | Madman
Monday 23 September, 7:30pm
★ ★ ★ ★ Panorama Audience Award (Documentary)
Berlin International Film Festival
★ ★ ★ ★ Official Selection – Toronto Film Festival

“The most compelling thing
you’ll ever see. Unforgettable,
unmissable, horribly brilliant
... almost every frame is
astonishing.”
The Guardian

NT Premiere
If ever there was a must-see documentary, then
The Act of Killing might very well be such a film.
So explosive is the content that many of the crew
were too frightened to have their names listed in
the credits.
The director spent three years filming survivors
of the 1965-66 Sumatran massacres, where he
discovered that the killers involved were openly
boastful of their crimes. Then he met Anwar
Congo, a small-time gangster who was promoted
to death-squad leader when the Indonesian
government was overthrown in 1965. Anwar
abetted the military regime in their mass slaughter
of alleged communists, ethnic Chinese and
intellectuals, killing hundreds with his own hands.
Today, Anwar is neither evasive nor repentant,
but braggingly upfront about every aspect of his
murderous activities. This documentary challenges
the former Indonesian death squad leaders to reenact their real-life mass-killings.
Bizarrely, they agree to take part in the film,
because they want to be movie stars - and
Oppenheimer obliges, using every genre trick in
the book. The killers play themselves, write the
scripts and… play the victims.
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Nosotros
los Nobles
110m | Gary Alazraki | Mexico
Spanish with English subtitles | Film Shark International
Tuesday 24 September, 7:30pm

Australian Premiere
Millions of Mexicans packed out the cinemas and
made this crazy riches to rags comedy the most
successful Mexican film of all time. Only humour
can deliver such acerbic social commentary, and
this film has buckets of it.
When successful construction Mogul, Germán
Noble realizes his children are spoiled beyond
redemption, and unable to earn a living for
themselves, he decides to teach them a lesson.

Unclassified
18+ Only

“The success of rags-to-riches
comedy Nosotros los Nobles
confirms Mexico as a cinematic
supremo”
Phil Hoad,
The Guardian

Germán stages the family company’s bankruptcy
and seizure of all their assets. He also tricks his
adult children into believing they are fugitives
from the law. They’re forced to move into
their grandfather’s dilapidated home in a poor
neighbourhood and he makes them do something
they’ve never done before…get a job and work.
They must learn to live without their surname,
fortune or social standing.
Who will learn from this challenge? Germán or his
family?
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Will You Still Love
Me Tomorrow?
101m | 2013 | Arvin Chen | Taiwan
Korean, Mandarin with English subtitles | Media Asia
Wednesday 25 September, 7:30pm

“The script superbly externalises
the inner conflicts of all the
characters… There’s certainly
a spoonful of sugar here, but
this movie is too smart and
too honest to pretend that life
doesn’t hold some bitterness.”
Russell Edwards,
SBS

Unclassified
18+ Only

NT Premiere / Closing Night
Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow? is the kind of
film that accentuates the comedy in Romantic
Comedy.
Love may not last forever, but we can still live
happily ever after…
Every wedding photo book exudes sweet
romance between the newlyweds. Feng and
Weichung’s was a match made in heaven. They
were childhood sweethearts whose puppy love
eventually blossomed into marriage and a child.
That is until one day Feng notices Weichung’s
increasingly unusual behaviour and fears that he
might be on the cusp of leaving her. Meanwhile,
her sister-in-law Mandy has deep commitment
problems with her fiancé San-San and Mandy is
beginning to lose grip on reality, and flees their
relationship. What does love and happiness
mean? How good would life be if we could rely
on loving someone forever?
Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow? defies the
clichés of romantic comedies and tackles
the dilemmas and conundrums of everyday
relationships that confront modern men and
women. And it does so while making you laugh.

12

Tickets and Information
Spend an evening under the stars at Deckchair Cinema, Darwin’s iconic outdoor movie
venue. Experience a diverse collection of films amongst beautiful tropical gardens.
Box office and gates open nightly at 6:00pm.
First film starts at 7:30pm
Second film starts at 9:30pm

Tickets		
Adult
Consession*
Members/Seniors*

Single
$15
$11
$9

Festival Packages
6 films
$80
$60
$50

All 12 films
$150
$110
$90

*Proof required: Australian Government Cardholders only

All tickets available for purchase online or at the Box Office

Contact Us

info@deckchaircinema.com
Ph: 08 8981 0700
www.darwinfilmfest.com.au

Location

Deckchair Cinema
Jervois Road,
Darwin Waterfront

FREE car parking at the cinema and Esplanade after 6pm. Only a
short walk from town, take the scenic Damoe Ra Walkway from the
Esplanade (just behind Parliament House).

Film Culture: Free Event
The Australian Cinematographers Society and The Darwin Film Society invite you
to join Geoff Burton, one of Australia’s most revered cinematographers, for two
special film screenings: Careless Love and The Year My Voice Broke, followed by
a Q&A session with Mr Burton.
Both films are highly regarded and The Year My Voice Broke won many
awards and launched a number of young actors’ careers and is much loved by
Australian audiences. This mini retrospective of Geoff Burton and John Duigan’s
collaborative work screens two films from either end of a 25 year period,
providing an interesting way of seeing John’s consistent ouvre as a writer/
director, especially his handling of new young actors.

Sunday 22 September
Careless Love (MA15+) at 12:00pm
The Year My Voice Broke (PG) at 2:30pm
In the theatrette at the:
Museum & Art Gallery of the Northern Territory
19 Conacher St, Fannie Bay

4th Darwin International
Film Festival brought to you by...

