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A NEW PUSH FOR A MORE SECURE WATER FUTURE 
 

Monday, 18 October 2021 

Water is a precious and finite resource, here in the Centre. 

Talking Water is a campaign to kick-start a deeper conversation and commitment to a more secure 
water future for the Alice Springs district. 

It will do this by engaging the community in water-related issues, generating awareness about the 
situation, encouraging saving water, and creating the beginnings of a shared water story. The 
initial campaign will run from 18 October, the start of National Water Week, until the end of 2021. 

The campaign’s outputs and its community response will contribute to a collective submission to 
help inform the Northern Territory Government’s Strategic Water Plan, which will set the agenda 
on the NT’s water management through to 2050. 

Talking Water – Kwatye Angkeme is facilitated by the Desert Knowledge Research Institute (DKRI); 
working with: 

• Alice Springs Town Council, 
• Arid Lands Environment Centre, 
• Central Land Council, 
• Lhere Artepe Aboriginal Corporation, 
• Northern Territory Government, 
• NT Farmers Association, 
• Power and Water Corporation, 
• and the people in the Alice Springs Water Control District. 

The campaign will include a series of events held over the coming months, with the first taking place 
during National Water Week on Thursday, 21 October at the Todd Mall Night Markets. 

The workshops and then a community forum in late November will share key facts about water use 
in the NT; facilitate discussion between industry, business and community stakeholders; and gather 
insights from people in the Alice Springs Water Control District. 

Talking Water – Kwatye Angkeme is a community initiative, supported by the Northern Territory 
Government, to assist in developing an effective water strategy and ongoing collective water 
governance. 

 

 

 



 
Facilitated by the Desert Knowledge Research Institute; working with Alice 
Springs Town Council, Arid Lands Environment Centre, Central Land Council, 
Lhere Artepe Aboriginal Corporation, Northern Territory Government, NT 
Farmers Association, Power and Water Corporation, and the people in the 
Alice Springs Water District. 
 

Quotes attributable to John Huigen; Facilitator and Primary Spokesperson - Talking Water: 

“It’s been great bringing such a diverse range of parties together and so easily finding a shared focus 
to work together to help create a more secure water future. The kick-off event at the Night Market 
will really set the scene by inviting the community to be part of finding solutions to the challenges 
we face living here in the dry desert. 

The kick-off event is focussed on raising awareness of important water issues, and offering 
immediate opportunities for people to respond – providing resources to save water, joining 
upcoming Talking Water – Kwatye Angkeme events and so on.” 

Quotes attributable to Dr Dan Tyson; Managing Director – Desert Knowledge Research Institute 
(DKRI): 

“As an organisation that has the wellbeing of desert people embedded in our its values, the Desert 
Knowledge Research Institute is excited to be leading a campaign for the stewardship of a secure 
water future for Alice Springs. 

We are looking forward to working with the organisations and, more importantly, people within the 
Alice Springs Water Control District, as we begin a shared story together for a more secure water 
future.” 

Quotes attributable to Mayor Matt Paterson - Alice Springs Town Council: 

“There are a lot of simple and practical ways we can save water, whether it’s fixing those dripping 
taps or installing a smart sprinkler system. By installing the Rainbird system, Council is able to ensure 
greatest water usage efficiency across our green spaces.” 

Quotes attributable to Jade Kudrenko; General Manager - Arid Lands Environment Centre (ALEC): 

“How we manage water conservation in Alice Springs sets an important precedent for the protection 
of groundwater dependant ecosystems, drinking water and cultural sites right across the desert. This 
is Alice's opportunity to lead the way.” 

Quotes attributable to Graeme Smith; CEO - Lhere Artepe Aboriginal Corporation: 

“Water is the substance and creator of life for Aboriginal people of Central Australia. The 
surrounding landscapes have held plentiful water supplies for our people for well over 60,000 years 
in continuous ceremony, harvesting and sustainable living. Aboriginal people have always gathered 
around water ways for living and conducting of ceremonies. 

It is important that we maintain a healthy water system and reserve for future generations to come 
for the preservation of our people, stories and culture.” 

Quotes attributable to Greg Owens; Industry Development Manager - NT Farmers Association: 

“Our farmers know that we need to get the very best value and return from the water used. Planting 
the right crops at the right time is critical for our horticulturalists. Smart stocking practices not only 
keep the land cooler and hold moisture, but reduce bore usage. Everyone has their part to play in 
securing our water future.” 



 
Facilitated by the Desert Knowledge Research Institute; working with Alice 
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Quotes attributable to John Gaynor; Director of Regions – NTG Department of Environment, Parks 
and Water Security: 

“The Northern Territory Strategic Water Plan will set the agenda to 2050 to address all aspects of 
water security in the Territory. From ensuring effective governance, regulation and management of 
water, to certifying that drinking water is safe and reliable, and that water is used efficiently and 
sustainably to grow the economy and protect the environment. The plan will be based on evidence, 
good regulatory practice, and community values and aspirations for water. 

The recently released Direction Paper invites community members to ‘Have Your Say’ to help craft 
the final strategy that will guide water decision-making over the coming years.” 

Quotes attributable to Cail Rayment; Water Demand Coordinator - Power and Water Corporation: 

“Power and Water supports the Northern Territory’s Strategic Water Plan and the recently released 
Direction Paper. We encourage all Territorians to take an active role in improving our water security 
by commenting on the proposals and ideas outlined in the paper. 

We recognise the importance we have in safeguarding water security in the Northern Territory and 
are continually planning for the future across each of the 92 locations we provide customers with 
water. 

Power and Water is a long-time advocate of water conservation and promoting demand 
management initiatives as key means of preserving this precious resource through successful 
programs including Alice Water Smart and Living Water Smart.” 

 

Quick facts: why it’s important 

• Territorians are the highest water users in Australia, consuming more than twice the amount 
of water as the average Australian. 

• All our drinking water comes from underground resources which are being used 4.5 times 
more quickly that they’re refilling. 

• We are mining our water reserves – it’s a non-renewable resource.  We need to get as much 
value out of every drop.  A litre wasted today is a litre less for our future. 

 

Links 

• Talking Water: Kwatye Angkeme webpage: 
https://www.dka.com.au/activities/talking-water 

• NT Strategic Water Plan: 
https://haveyoursay.nt.gov.au/directionspaper 
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Facilitated by the Desert Knowledge Research Institute; working with Alice 
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Media enquiries 

Desert Knowledge Research Institute (DKRI) 
Tracy Jones  
tracy.jones@dka.com.au | 0460 703 186 

Alice Springs Town Council (ASTC) 
Anthony Geppa 
ageppa@astc.nt.gov.au 

Arid Lands Environment Centre (ALEC) 
<Refer to DKRI contact> 

Lhere Artepe Aboriginal Corporation 
Graeme Smith 
0419556885 

NTG Department of Environment, Parks and Water Security (DEPWS) 
Lauren Crawley  
0476844832 

NT Farmers Association 
Iain Forrest  
0405287344 

Power and Water Corporation (PWC) 
Power and Water Media Unit 
media@powerwater.com.au 
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