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Alice Springs Future Grid and the Arid Lands Environment Centre 

10 February 2022 

Chance to pocket $150 for talking about the Solar Connect VPP trial 
Residents of Alice Springs are being urged to get talking to their friends and neighbours about the 
forthcoming Solar Connect VPP trial, earning them the chance to pocket $150. 

VPP stands for Virtual Power Plant, which is typically a collection of solar and battery storage 
systems that work together to provide a single source of energy. VPPs use smart technology to 
control the energy flow to and from the grid on demand.  

The Alice Springs Future Grid project is creating the Northern Territory’s first VPP, named Solar 
Connect. The Future Grid team is encouraging people to take advantage of limited-time offers as the 
closing date nears for expressions of interest to participate in this ground-breaking trial.  

The new “Refer a Friend” offer is worth $150 to anyone named as a referee on an expression of 
interest by an applicant who goes on to successfully enrol in Solar Connect.  

The Arid Lands Environment Centre (ALEC) is leading community engagement for the Future Grid 
project. Community Engagement Coordinator Edan Baxter said Solar Connect had already proven 
popular. 

“We’ve received expressions of interest from solar households across Alice Springs who want to 
support our town’s transition to clean energy and be rewarded with benefits through the Solar 
Connect trial,” said Edan.  

“Sign-up vouchers and monthly credits are already available to those who successfully enrol onto the 
Solar Connect VPP, but now anyone can benefit when they help spread the word.” 

Eligibility criteria apply, with a general rule that solar PV and battery systems less than five years’ old 
are more likely to be suitable for connection to the VPP. Frequently asked questions are addressed 
on the Future Grid website, with a filter for Solar Connect, at: alicespringsfuturegrid.com.au/faqs 

Future Grid Project Director Lyndon Frearson, from Alice Springs engineering firm Ekistica said Solar 
Connect was one of a series of innovative trials, models and investigations exploring solutions to 
further integration of renewable energy in the Alice Springs electricity system.   

“Solar Connect is a trial, which means it will operate in experimental conditions, testing things that 
have never been tested before in Alice Springs,” said Lyndon.   

“By participating in Solar Connect you are helping to discover and design how Alice Springs can 
embrace a clean energy future.” 

The Solar Connect VPP trial has been designed by Project Partners of Alice Springs Future Grid; 
including the Arid Lands Environment Centre, Jacana Energy, Power and Water Corporation, Ekistica, 
and Desert Knowledge Australia (DKA) – which is leading the delivery of the broader Future Grid 
project. More information can be found online at www.alicespringsfuturegrid.com.au/vpp. 

https://alicespringsfuturegrid.com.au/faqs
https://alicespringsfuturegrid.com.au/vpp
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Quote from Jacana Energy: 
 “This is a ground-breaking trial for the NT and a great opportunity for Territorians to help shape the 
future for renewables.”  

Louisa Kinnear, CEO 

Interview requests and further information: 
 

  
Interviews can be arranged. Please direct media enquiries to 
Andrea Johnston: andrea.johnston@dka.com.au | 0456 807 
119 
 

  
  

The Community Engagement team (based at ALEC) can be 
contacted at: info@alicespringsfuturegrid.com.au or by 
calling 1800 ALICE VPP (1800 254 238).  
 

 

***ENDS*** 
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Editorial notes:  
Alice Springs Future Grid is led by the Intyalheme Centre for Future Energy (Intyalheme) on behalf of 
Desert Knowledge Australia (DKA). Intyalheme is proudly supported by the Northern Territory 
Government.  

The Alice Springs Future Grid project received funding from the Australian Renewable Energy Agency 
(ARENA) as part of its Advancing Renewables Program.  

This project is also funded by the Australian Government Department of Industry, Science, Energy 
and Resources through the Regional and Remote Communities Reliability Fund – Microgrids 
Program.  

• Please use “Alice Springs Future Grid” or “the Alice Springs Future Grid project” on the first 
mention and “Future Grid” thereafter. We try not to initialise the project’s name.  

• The Future Grid website is found at www.alicespringsfuturegrid.com.au  
• Alice Springs Future Grid is a whole-of-system project considering how Alice Springs can 

achieve 50 per cent renewable energy by 2030. The project recognises that in the future the 
roles and responsibilities of stakeholders in the electricity system will be different from 
those in place today. Future Grid is seeking to map out what these potential roles, 
responsibilities and technical capabilities will be.  

• Alice Springs Future Grid is a multi-stakeholder collaborative project focused on exploring 
the challenges and opportunities associated with the town’s renewable energy future and 
designing a pathway for the town to reach 50 per cent renewable energy by 2030, and 
beyond.  

• All organisations involved are referred to as Project Partners, however the Future Grid 
project is governed by a consortium of DKA/DKRI, Ekistica, Power and Water Corporation, 
and Territory Generation. A Steering Committee comprises representatives from each 
Consortium Member organisation, and is observed by the Northern Territory Government, 
ARENA, CSIRO and Jacana Energy.  

• CSIRO is the Knowledge Sharing Partner for Alice Springs Future Grid.  
• Interdependent sub-projects (led by Project Partners Ekistica, the Arid Lands Environment 

Centre, Jacana Energy and Power and Water Corporation) form Future Grid’s main delivery 
mechanism.  

• The total value of the Future Grid project is $12.5m. This includes cash and in-kind support 
from our Project Partners. ARENA funding (roughly $2m) was auspiced through DKRI (the 
Desert Knowledge Research Institute); RRCRF – Microgrid funding (roughly $3m) was 
auspiced through DKA; and Intyalheme committed $3m (the remaining total) of its original 
NTG seed funding to the Alice Springs Future Grid project. 

• In setting up Intyalheme it was recognised by the Northern Territory Government that no 
single energy industry participant could get the NT to its 50% by 2030 renewable energy 
target. Intyalheme was tasked with building a collaborative network and designing projects to 
identify and overcome barriers to further renewable energy in the Alice Springs electricity 
system. Intyalheme (pronounced in-char-lum) is a Central Arrernte word meaning ‘a fire 
flaring up again’. This alludes to the strong history of renewable energy projects in Central 
Australia, and how that knowledge, expertise and experience can be leveraged to address 
challenges posed by the likely energy generation and consumption scenario of the future. The 
Intyalheme website can be found at intyalheme.dka.com.au.  

http://www.alicespringsfuturegrid.com.au/
https://intyalheme.dka.com.au/
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