
HOW MUCH DO SOLAR

BATTERIES COST?

Solar batteries will likely be a key part of our future

electricity system, allowing for local storage of solar energy

for when you need it. This may be when you have high

energy loads, which cannot be met by solar such as when

it’s overcast, at night, or just when everything is switched

on. Adding a battery to a residential solar system can in

some cases double the amount of self-generated electricity

consumption.

Battery storage can also provide a household or business

with blackout protection. Installing a more sophisticated

inverter and battery systems will allow specific circuits to

operate during a blackout. 

WWW.ALICESPRINGSFUTUREGRID.COM.AU/SIGNUP

The cost of a solar battery depends on a number of variables,

such as the size in power (kW) and energy (kWh), quality,

brand and components. In our research, we’ve seen that solar

batteries cost between $1,000 to $2,000 per kWh for the

battery, installation and GST. The cost for a decent sized

battery could be $10,000 or more. You'll also need to be

mindful of any additional expenses including installation or

retrofitting costs, and equipment costs for the inverters and the

solar system itself. 

A local installer will be able to provide the best advice to you

on the cost of a solar battery. You can find local installers

through the Clean Energy Council (CEC) website. It is

recommended that you seek two to three quotes.

WHY A SOLAR BATTERY?

IS A SOLAR BATTERY 

WORTH THE INVESTMENT?

Given the cost, you may not think that batteries are worth the investment.

However, there are a few factors that should be considered 

Alice Springs Future Grid is running a Virtual Power Plant trial

(VPP), known as Solar Connect. We are interested in enrolling

batteries into our trial to find out how a VPP can help keep the

grid stable while increasing the amount of clean energy in the

Alice Springs power system.

If you’ve been thinking of installing a battery, now is the time!

By joining the Solar Connect VPP and installing a new, eligible

battery, you can access $500 in addition to the HBBS rebate –

resulting in total savings of $6,500 up front. Plus, you’ll receive

$50/month as a VPP credit on your electricity bill. You'll also be

able to access a new trial tariff, which may result in further

savings.

SOLAR CONNECT VPP
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AVOIDED GRID

COSTS

If you install a battery you can store free solar energy for use

later in the day, avoiding purchasing any electricity from the

grid at the higher import tariff, saving you $0.27/kWh.

Avoided grid costs, is what will make up most of your savings

from any solar and solar battery system.

To charge the battery you will need to direct your solar energy

to the battery, which means that you will forfeit the FIT from

that amount. Nonetheless, the net savings from a 10kWh

battery that is charged and discharged once a day may be

around $500 a year. Plus, you'll still receive credits from your

solar system exports.

Batteries typically have a lifespan of 10 years, and warranties

that reflect this. If you can get a longer warranty or

replacement plan you are more likely to see a better return

on investment as there will be a longer period of operation. 

If you are considering adding a battery to an existing solar system or as part as a new
solar installation you maybe wondering if the cost is worth it.  We’ve created a short

guide to what you may want to consider when investing in a battery. 

EXTENDED

WARRANTIES OR

REPLACEMENT

PLANS 

FINANCE

OPTIONS

Some installers offer up-front no interest loans which

can help reduce the up-front burden. Plus, you can take

advantage of the incentives from the Northern Territory

Government and from Alice Springs Future Grid.

IS IT TIME TO INSTALL A SOLAR BATTERY?
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