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From the Leadership Team  
 

How can we be nearly halfway through Term 4 already? This year has presented us 
with a range of complexities that have required us to think on our feet and adapt 
our practices to continue to provide responsive education services to meet students 
at their point of need every single day. Throughout everything, our students were 
our shining lights, at the very centre of every decision made and we thank our whole 
school community for their collective support that has made this year successful.  

Our Principal, Mrs. Penny Weily, and I have just returned from the 2022 Leaders’ 
Summit in Darwin where we met with inspiring leaders in education from around 
the Territory and Australia. We heard from Transformation Thought Leaders who 
encouraged us to think outside the box, from experts in Neuroscience Education 
who taught us about how the brain develops and from leaders in research 
conducting studies across our region to develop a framework to ensure continuity 
of learning for all our NT children from birth to Year 12. The theme of the summit 
was ‘One Sky, Many Voices,’ meaning that we are all on this learning journey 
together, connected under the same sky. We heard from Community Elders from 
across the Territory and their resounding message was that they want the best for 
all our learners. To do this, we need to connect with them halfway. They are the 
book, the history, the culture and the answer to the questions we have! They want 
us to stay the course and walk alongside them to support all our children to grow 
into successful adults prepared for the world they choose to live in. We have come 
away from the summit inspired and energised to continue our core business of 
improving outcomes for all our children!  

To do this we need your voice! We need to know what is important to our school 
community. We want to partner with you to ensure the direction of our school is in 
line with what is important to you! We have two more Annual School Improvement 
Plan (ASIP) Information Sessions coming up which all members of our school 
community are invited to attend. During these sessions Mrs. Weily will seek 
consultation on the development of our new ASIP, and in turn, which direction this 
will take the school in 2023. Mrs. Weily will use your voice, parent feedback and the 
data from our recent School Survey to guide our School Improvement Plan for 2023. 
The final two sessions will be on Wednesday, Week 5 from 3:30-5:00pm and during 
a parent morning tea after our Week 6 assembly from 9:15am.  

Upcoming Events 

 

Week 5 
 
7th  - 11th November 
Book Fair 
 
7th  - 10th November 
Transition/Year 1 Swimming 
 
Monday 7th November 
Preschool Tour of the School 
 
Wednesday 9th November 
Parent Information Sessions – 
2023 ASIP 3.30 – 5.00 pm 
 
Thursday 10th November 
Transition Orientation Night 
5.15 pm 
 
Friday 11th November 
Junior Assembly 
 
Week 6 
  
Tuesday 15th November 
Interschool Swimming 
Carnival 
 
Wednesday 16th November 
CMS Year 7 Orientation Day 
8.25 am at the Front Office 
 
Wednesday 16th November 
Transition Orientation Night 
5.15 pm 
 
Friday 18th November 
Whole School Assembly 
 
Week 7 
 
Friday 25th November 
Interschool Gymnastics 
Competition 
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Our ASIP Information Sessions are not to be confused with our upcoming Transition/New Family 
Information Evenings which will occur Thursday, Week 5 (10 November) and Wednesday, Week 6 (16 
November). These sessions will start with 15 minutes of general information for all new families to Ross 
Park and then any new families with children who are not in Transition will be invited join Mrs. Weily for 
a school tour while all families of 2023 Transition students will join our Transition Information Session. 
We also offer child minding during these sessions so parents can focus on the important messages 
delivered. Please also remember to notify the school if your children will not be attending Ross Park in 
2023 as this will help in our planning.  

School News:  

Our Transition and Year 1 students have been learning about water safety and developing their swimming 
skills during intensive blocks of swimming lessons this term. These lessons will continue throughout Week 
5 and their teachers have enjoyed cooling down in the pool with children while supporting their 
engagement in the lessons.  

Alice Can Dance was an extravaganza of sound, movement and colour as our dancers came together on 
Thursday last week to perform in front of a sold-out crowd at Araluen Arts Centre. Thank you to GUTS 
Dance Company for inspiring our young dancers and working so hard to instil in them a love of dance. All 
our dancers made us proud with their level of commitment to learning the routine and their bravery in 
performing in front of a full house on the evening.  

Alice Beat was a great success last night. Our choir have been rehearsing with our wonderful music 
teacher, Belinda Young, all year and performed last night as part of a massed choir, supported by the NT 
Music School. Our instrumental, synchronicity and vocal students have also been busy practising and 
rehearsing with their NT Music School teachers and they made us all proud when they performed last 
night.   

Our Book Fair will run all through Week 5 and the theme this year is Paws for Books. Students are so 
excited to see the range of books on offer this year and will be able to visit the Book Fair on Monday with 
their class to create their wish lists. We love Book Fairs at Ross Park because they are yet another 
opportunity to bring reading to life at school and at home. The Book Fair will be held in the Ross Park 
school library and will be open for sales between 8:00-8:30am and 3:00-4:30pm every day during Week 
5.  

Today is our Senior School Swimming Carnival for all classes from Year 3 – Year 6. Students join together 
in their house teams to cheer each other on in a range of swimming races and fun novelty events. Thank 
you to all staff and families who have worked hard to make the Swimming Carnival such an engaging day. 

Teaching and Learning: 

Teachers are currently working towards the end of year Reporting to Parents Cycle which culminates in 
the end of year school report going home on Wednesday, Week 10. Part of this cycle includes teachers 
assessing and moderating student learning and achievement for all subjects taught in Semester 2. 
Teachers assess learning continuously throughout each term as well as at the end of each teaching and 
learning cycle using class-based and school-based assessments. Students have also just completed the 
system level Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT) for Reading and Numeracy that are run in every school 
across the NT with students from Year 1-10. The results from these tests are used at a system level to 
observe trends in student achievement and to determine the allocation of resources. They are used at a 
school level to inform our ASIP and are used by teachers to confirm judgments of student achievement. 
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Teachers will collaborate on Tuesday, Week 5 to do a deep delve into our recent student achievement 
data and use this to plan for the remainder of this school year and into 2023.  

Across the school this semester, children have been learning about the living world through Biological 
Sciences. Our preschool students have their own veggie patch and have been involved in nurturing their 
carrots, strawberries and apples to give them the best chance to grow. The guinea pigs have multiplied 
again in the Transition classes. Students were thrilled to see and learn that baby guinea pigs are born fully 
formed and ready to interact with the world around them, eating and drinking like an adult guinea pig. 
Our Year 1/2 students have been leaning about how to keep mealworm alive and the effect that 
temperature has on their growth. Students have been making adjustments to the mealworms’ 
environments and tracking the changes that temperature differences have on their development. 
Students in Year 3/4 have been learning about plants and examining the effect that sunlight and water 
have on their growth. They have planted bean seeds in cotton wool, kept them moist and put them in the 
sun for a short time each day. Children were thrilled to watch them germinate and sprout and to measure 
their growth each day. Our Year 5/6 students have been learning about animal adaptations. We can’t wait 
to share the next six weeks of learning with you via our newsletters, Facebook page and our Website.. 

 
 

Salima Spring 
Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Our school is hosting a Scholastic Book Fair on in Week 5 this term, (7th-11th November). 
 
Our Book Fair Family Event will be held in the school library and we would love to see you there! 
 
You and your child will have the opportunity to explore a huge range of affordable books featuring characters and 
subjects kids love and want to read about. From newly released books and bestsellers to award-winning titles and 
perennial favourites. 
 
This is also a great way for you to learn about and discuss your child's interests. Every book sold benefits our school, 
adding resources to our library and classrooms. 
 
Our Book Fairs help us show students the wonder of reading. After all, when kids choose their own books, they will be 
more excited to read, and they will naturally read more! 
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Book Fair Poster Winners 
 

 

 

 

  

Adult – Gwen  

Senior - An 

Junior – Charlotte L 
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3/4 Emus News 
 

 

R O B O C U P  

On the weekend some students went down to the library and competed in a competition where 

robots played soccer and rescued a can. These students were part of a group that spent the last 

semester building and coding their robots! The teachers in charge were Michelle Lawson and Lauren 

Roberts. At the competition, these students spent a couple of hours coding their robots to play 

soccer, and while they did that some of the other teams did the rescue. The rescue was where robots 

followed a line to get to a green area where they had to try to get the can out of the green area. Every 

time you passed you got 10 points! Anyway, back to the soccer, when the soccer started at 12.30pm, 

they watched the first team play soccer and it was a tie. Next, they played, and their robot tipped 

over and they had to take it out of the match for 40 seconds! The other team got a goal, and then 

they went to play their second game. This time they put in two robots and both teams got a goal! At 

the end when they announced the winners, Ross Park came SECOND! Everyone was so excited, and 

we couldn’t wait to get back to school and tell everyone what our team did. We got a trophy to put 

in the front office, and everyone got a picture frame with a certificate to take home! 

By Alex  
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5/6 Panthers News 
 
It’s Nearly Here! 
 
The long awaited, much anticipated! 
 

 
 

Denim Denizens Fashion Parade 
 

 is Next Week and we can’t wait! 
  

Where: Ross Park School Hall 
When: Wed 9 Nov 1.30pm 

 
 
 

All welcome and FREE to attend! (But bring your clapping hands - you will need them!) 
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Transition 

Dinosaurs News 
 

Diwali, the festival of lights, marks the time 

when millions of Hindus, Sikhs and Jains 

across the world celebrate the triumph of 

good over evil with beautiful rituals such as 

festive lights, fireworks, sweet delicacies, 

and family gatherings.  

Monday last week, we explored ways to make lights, including decorating Diya’s with 

Yuvaan’s Mum, Yamini’s help. 

 

Yamini also told us a story of Diwali and we tasted some special Diwali 

food. 

Warsha also contributed three delicious sweets for us to try. 

It was an amazing experience, and we thank Yamini and Warsha for helping us enjoy 

Diwali. 

In other news, the guinea pigs had their babies the other day! 

Introducing Lily and Lila.                                 Already very loved and cuddled! 
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Verge Parking Rules 

Have you noticed the upgrades to the verges (nature strips) on Gall and McKay Streets 

and Winnecke Avenue? The Alice Springs Town Council recently installed another “no 

parking on verge” sign and planted sections of the nature strips to prevent verge 

parking in the school’s vicinity. Verge parking is a safety hazard to our student 

pedestrians since it blocks their visibility and prevents them from readily accessing 

and crossing the road.  

We realise that drop-off and pick-up times can be a time squeeze but please consider the wider student 

population before mounting that curb! Be advised that rangers will be patrolling these zones and issuing fines 

to ensure compliance with this law. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Ross Park Primary School Council, Traffic Sub-Committee 

 

Trees planted on the road verge of McKay St and Winnecke Ave to prevent cars from parking on the verge. 

 

“No parking on the verge” sign installed on Gall St. Ranger will assist with enforcing the new sign. 
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