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From the Leadership Team  

Dear Ross Park Families,  

While this is the second last newsletter for the year, don’t be fooled into thinking our 
Ross Park learners have been winding up. These last couple of weeks have been 
action packed with lots of events and performances as well has preparations for final 
assemblies, concerts, celebrations, and graduation.  

I would like to take this opportunity to say how much I have enjoyed returning to the 
Ross Park community this year after maternity leave. I have been extremely lucky in 
my position to work across many areas of the school from our youngest to our oldest 
learners. While some students come and go the feeling stays the same. There is a 
sense of belonging and pride at Ross Park and it is a privilege to be part of it.  

Last week we witnessed the excellent skills of the gymnastics teams, their 
commitment and dedication to their training really paid off. In the junior division the 
winning team was Ross Park Diamonds and the runners/up were Ross Park Shooting 
Stars with only 1 point between them. In the senior division the winning team was 
Ross Park Disco Rats, runners up were Ross Park Skittles and Ross Park Power Puff 
Girls. Well done everyone!!! A massive thanks to Mrs Winwood-Smith and Mr Sheriff 
for guiding our amazing little champions!  

This Semester the school has offered a drumming program. Groups of students from 
Year 3-6 have been participating weekly. It is a program that provides opportunities 
for students to work together to create rhythms and harmonies while improving their 
confidence and self-awareness. Music is filled with patterns. Musicians are very good 
at identifying, recognising and grouping information together in order to cope with 
more information in their working memory. Learning to play the drums gives students 
that ability, and this skill translates to every area of processing information – not just 
music. The 5/6 Students I worked with, presented their skills to a select group of 
friends and family last Monday and they did themselves proud. I believe they 
surprised themselves with what they created.  

The school year is almost at its end, and as I’m sure you can imagine there is a lot that 
goes on behind the scenes to ensure a smooth transition into 2023. A team of staff 
have been working very hard to piece the puzzle together of the structure of classes 
for next year. We have taken on the feedback from the Ross Park community and are 
trying our very best to accommodate straight year level classes wherever possible. 
Whilst class sizes are low at this point, we have decided to start the year with 3 

Upcoming Events 

 

Week 9 
 
Tuesday 6th December 
Preschool Concert 2 pm 
Bilbies 

 
Wednesday 7th December 
Road Safety Education 
Sessions T-2 all day in 
classrooms. 
 
Wednesday 7th December 
Year 6 Graduation 5.30 pm 
 
Thursday 8th December 
Preschool Concert 2 pm 
Echidnas 
 
Friday 9th December 
Whole School Assembly  
Parent Morning Tea 
 
Week 10 
 
End of Year Class Celebrations 
 
Monday 12th December 
Year 1-2 RWI Award 
Ceremony 9:30am 
 
Monday 12th December 
Musical Showcase 2 pm 
 
Tuesday 13th December 
Wet’n’Wild Junior School 
 
Tuesday 13th December 
Year 6 Pool Party 

 
Thursday 15th December 
Year 6 Farewell Assembly 
 
Friday 16th December 
NO SCHOOL – Holidays !!!! 
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Transition classes. If enrolment numbers increase, we have the capacity to accommodate all 
enrolments with this model, however if families leave town and our budget prevents this, the 
composition of straight classes across the school may need to change.  

We are excited to announce Ross Park has recruited 3 new teachers to join the teaching team in 2023. 
We welcome Cece Emery and Tianne Rothwell, who will both join the junior team and will be at school 
in Week 10 to meet their new classes, please introduce yourself if you see them around. We also 
welcome Brittany Hogan who is joining the senior school and will join us in 2023 after her relocation 
from Darwin.  

The school is in the process of running selection panels for the following positions. Admin officers at 
preschool, Assistant Principal and Business Manager. We look forward to sharing the successful 
applicants with you as soon as we can.   

Today the amazing junior school showcased their musical talents with each class performing a number 
at the final junior assembly of the year. What incredible, confident, young performers we have.  

The agenda for the final whole school assembly is bursting at the seams with awards and several 
musical items. To avoid restless students, and families, we have split the assembly in two halves. Next 
Friday December 9, all the awards will be presented and the following Monday December 12 there will 
be a special musical showcase starting at 2pm. Families are invited to join us for as many of these 
celebrations as possible.  

For those of you leaving for holidays earlier than the end of the school year, we wish you a safe and 
happy break and for those of you staying through to the end of the school year we look forward to 
sharing all the fun and excitement with you. If you are around for the junior or senior wet and wild day, 
I am not promising I won’t throw a wet sponge at you and yes, I encourage you to throw one back at 

me. 😊  

 

Some dates to remember: 

➢ Wednesday December 7 – Year 6 Graduation – 5.30 pm 

➢ Friday December 9 – Last Whole School Assembly AND SRC Lunch 

➢ Monday December 12 – Musical Showcase – 2pm 

➢ Tuesday December 13 – Year 6 Pool Part AND Junior Wet and Wild  

➢ Wednesday December 14 – Senior Wet and Wild AND Reports Go Home 

➢ Thursday December 15 – Last Day of School – Farewell Assembly – 2pm 

 

Thanks for a great year, 

 

Bec Hewitt 
Senior Teacher 
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5/6 Panthers News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The 5/6 Panthers received their books from the Write 4 Fun writing competition on Tuesday. 
  
Eight students had their short stories accepted for publication. 
  
Over two terms they had to edit their work to get it ready before it went to the printer. 
  
Today they saw the results. 
 
Well done! 
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Ross Park Champions!!! 

 
Ross Park competed in the recent interschool swimming carnival. They had a very successful meet, winning the 
Primary shield. 
 
There were six individual age 
champions - An, Linh,  Grace, 
Harrison, Finn, and Charlie. 
 
We had five runners up age 
champions Ethan, Scarlet, Rubin, 
Kym, and Madi. 

Students at Ross Park continually 

demonstrate our values, especially - 

Resilience, Respect, Responsibility 

and Equity on this occasion. 

Students represented our school 

community with pride, challenged 

themselves to do their best, and 

were respectful and inclusive of 

everyone at the event. We couldn't 

ask for more than that! 
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Verge Parking Rules 

Have you noticed the upgrades to the verges (nature strips) on Gall and McKay 

Streets and Winnecke Avenue? The Alice Springs Town Council recently installed 

another “no parking on verge” sign and planted sections of the nature strips to 

prevent verge parking in the school’s vicinity. Verge parking is a safety hazard to 

our student pedestrians since it blocks their visibility and prevents them from 

readily accessing and crossing the road.  

We realise that drop-off and pick-up times can be a time squeeze but please consider the wider student 

population before mounting that curb! Be advised that rangers will be patrolling these zones and issuing 

fines to ensure compliance with this law. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Ross Park Primary School Council, Traffic Sub-Committee 

 

Trees planted on the road verge of McKay St and Winnecke Ave to prevent cars from parking on the verge. 

 

“No parking on the verge” sign installed on Gall St. Ranger will assist with enforcing the new sign. 
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2023 is coming fast! 
 
As schools prepare for 2023 classes, it's important to make sure that all students are enrolled and 
ready to go in Term 1 2023. 
 
If you are unsure of what to do, please feel free to drop by the front office or give the school a call 
and we can help you out. 
 
Everyday counts!!!! 

 

Don't forget our Christmas Raffle! Prizes will be drawn at the Week 9 Assembly. 
Any donations that can be made into Christmas Hampers, or other vouchers/gift cards etc that can make 
up the array of prizes, will be gratefully accepted, and very much appreciated! 
Students will bring home raffle tickets and extra books are available at the Front Office. 
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