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From the Leadership Team   

Dear Ross Park Families 

The year is now well and truly in full swing with many exciting happenings around 
the school. All teachers now have their class Seesaw accounts set up. This is the best 
way to stay in contact with your child’s teacher. If you have not connected with a 
Seesaw account please ask your child’s teacher. The school Facebook page is also 
an excellent way to keep up to date with what is happening around the school.  

Student Representative Council  

Last week, students in Years 3-6 gave speeches and students voted who would be 
on the Student Representative Council, Team Leaders or become an Eco Ranger. 
Students wishing to be a library monitor applied in writing and were interviewed 
individually. These roles are part of the Ross Park commitment to developing 
leadership skills within our student body.  

To stand up in front of your peers and give a speech can be a daunting task. The 
calibre of the speeches was high and it was a difficult decision. Everyone who wrote 
and gave a speech should be commended for their effort and confidence to do so.  

Thank you to Mr Adami and the classroom teachers who supported their students 
through this process. These positions will be announced at the whole school 
assembly this Friday. 

Read Write Inc 

On Thursday and Friday of Week 2, many of our Early Childhood teachers and 
educators took part in training in the Read Write Inc. program that was 
implemented in Years 1-2 in 2022. Read Write Inc. is a phonics program that teaches 
children to read fluently and gives children the skills to increase their vocabulary, 
comprehension and spelling.  

While previous methods for teaching reading and writing in Australia included using 
prediction based on the context of a story or using pictures to ‘guess’ the words, 
Read Write Inc is a decodable program. Decoding texts means that children learn 
the different sounds within the English language and read books by blending the 
sounds they have learnt. As children build up the number of sounds they know, they 
are able to decode more and more words. The children will quickly feel confident 
and successful, leading to increased motivation for learning. Children who feel 
successful in their reading are more likely to succeed in all areas of school.  

Upcoming Events 

Week 5 
 
Friday 3rd March 
Junior Assembly 
(Hosted by 1/2 Rock 
Wallabies) 
 
Sunday 5th March 
Family Photograph School 
Fundraiser 
 
Week 6 
 
Wednesday 8th March 
Year 1 Excursion to Desert 
Park 
 
Thursday 9th March 
Year 4 Excursion 
to Aviation Museum 
Year 2 Excursion to Desert 
Park 
 
Friday 10th March 
Pupil Free Day 
SWPBE Professional 
Development Day  

 
Week 7 
 
NAPLAN 
Monday 13th March  
School Council AGM 3.15 pm  
 
Tuesday 14th March 
Police Incursion  
1/2 Rock Wallabies 
 
Friday 17th March 
Junior Assembly  
(hosted by 2 Raja) 
 
Week 8 
 
NAPLAN 
Tuesday 21st March 
Harmony Day 

 
Friday 24th March 
Whole School Assembly 
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Next week, Read Write Inc. sessions will become a formal part of the daily routine for children in Transition 
to Year 2. Children are assessed to determine where they are at in their learning and placed in a group 
appropriate to their individual needs.  

Students are beginning to bring home material to read to you at home. While this is may not always look 
like a book, the reading materials sent home by your child’s teacher have a targeted and specific purpose 
for what your child needs to continue developing their reading skills.  

 

What can you do at home to assist your child to become a successful and 
passionate reader?  

 

• Read to your child daily and listen to them read 

• Model reading! Children who see their parents reading books for 

             enjoyment are more likely to grow up enjoying reading  

• Visit the library and read a variety of books   

 

 

 

Transition  

In Transition the children have been busily building their brains for learning and their muscles for doing!  

Finger gym is a daily practice that is incorporated into the morning routine to help build hand and finger 
strength and fine motor development. These skills are important for being able to have a functional pencil 
grip for writing and drawing as well as daily activities such as doing up buttons and zippers and opening 
lunchboxes etc.  

The children love their daily finger pushups, stretches and using their muscles to manipulate playdough, 
all the while building strong hands for learning. Children have been moving from this active fine motor 
development into their daily practice of learning sounds and practise of forming the letters that make up 
the sounds they have learnt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brooke Mcallan 

Early Years Teacher in Charge 
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Spinifex Mice News 
 

Year 5 Maths – Learning is social and collaborative! 

 

Students work in groups to locate and highlight numbers. The object of this activity is to use team 
work to find as many numbers as they can in a set amount of time. The groups do this activity 3 times 
in a row and slowly a pattern emerges that enables the students to work more efficiently. It is a 
wonderful activity to start the year with to discuss cooperative strategies and supporting one another.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students were given a 2-metre length of string that is tied in a loop. They need to build shapes (2D 

and 3D) with their group. The rules are that everyone in the group must have at least one hand on 

the string at all times, they cannot untie the string and they need to convince the teacher that their 

shape is accurate.                                   Year 5 Hawker 
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Sports News 
On Thursday 23 March students in Years 4-6 participated in the 

Imparja Cup Interschool Cricket Program with Bradshaw Primary 

School and Gillen Primary School. Students had the opportunity to 

develop their skills in batting, bowling and fielding in a round robin 

format while building connections with students from other Alice 

Springs schools. 

The students were supported by Ross Park parent and junior 

cricket coach Shannan Ryan. 

At the end of the day, Ross Park were given an amazing gift of a 

cricket bat signed by the Western Australian Indigenous Women’s 

team. 
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Meet the Teacher Afternoon 

What an amazing Meet the Teacher evening we had! It was just so lovely to see so many families enjoying time 

in classrooms and then together as a community over a sausage sizzle!!! 

Big thanks to Ms Katie from BeMe/Bluearth for playing lots of fun games.  

Massive thanks to all our staff for their work in getting the afternoon ready and to our parent/volunteer helpers 

for cooking the BBQ!!  

Thanks to our awesome student volunteers who sold the drinks!! 

What an amazing team we make!!!  
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The School Photographer will be visiting our school to take 

photos earlier this year; 30/03/2023 and 31/03/2023.  Your 

child/children will have brought home an order form for you 

to fill out and return to school. 

Please use the photos below as a guide to filling out your 

orders and send them back to school with your child or drop 

them into the front office.If you are able to pay online this 

is the preferred method of payment, however you may pay 

with cash in the envelope.  Exact money must be in the 

envelope as they are unable to give change. 
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Have you used your Back to School Voucher yet?  If not, come into the Front 

Office and see our friendly team to allocate your child’s $150. 

Vouchers need to be redeemed by the end of Term One.  If you don’t use it, 

you lose it! 

 

 

Have you redeemed your $150 Back To School Payment? With students getting back into the swing of the 

2023 school year, it’s a timely reminder for families to take advantage of your child’s $150 Back To School 

payment if you haven’t already done so. 

Every school-aged child has a $150 payment available to redeem from the school they are enrolled with. 

Talk to your child's school for more information about the Back to School Payment Scheme or visit 

https://bit.ly/33DKQuP 

https://bit.ly/33DKQuP
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