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MATARIKI
Kirsten Parkinson and Kitty Brown 

A&U New Zealand
9781988547992  |  $22.99  |    |  PB  |  Picture Book

Ideas and inspiration to make your Matariki celebrations sparkle

How can we celebrate Matariki? Let's look to the stars!

Maumaharatia: Remembering our past
Tiakina te taiao: Caring for our environment
Te whakawhanaungatanga: Connecting with our people

Me pehea tatou e whakanui i a Matariki? Tirohia nga whetu!
Maumaharatia te onamata
Tiakina te taiao
Te whakawhanaungatanga ki o tatou iwi

Explore the nine stars of Matariki in rich, detailed imagery and 
bilingual text. Dive into the meanings of the stars and Matariki 
itself. Encourage whanau to remember, celebrate and reflect at this 
important time of year. For ages 3-10.

Kitty Brown and Kirsten Parkinson (Kai tahu) are cousins from 
Otepoti-Dunedin. They are the co-creators of the popular Reo Pēpi 
series. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A&U New Zealand      9781988547992     $19.99      PB   Picture Book    NZ$22.99



THE WRATH OF THE 
WOOLINGTON WYRM: MISS 

MARY-KATE MARTIN'S GUIDE 
TO MONSTERS 1 

Karen Foxlee, 
illustrated by Freda Chiu

Allen & Unwin
9781760526627  |  $16.99  |    |  PB  |  Junior Fiction

Miss Mary-Kate Martin might be anxious, but she's not scared 
of monsters! Travelling the globe with her famous archaeologist 
mother, Mary-Kate helps solve legendary problems in this fun 

fantasy adventure

Something unusual is happening in the village of Woolington. 
Strange noises and earth tremors have the locals frightened. 
Dressed in sparkly red shoes and carrying her sparkly gel pens 
and strawberry-scented notebook, Miss Mary-Kate Martin 
accompanies her archaeologist mother to Woolington, home of the 
legendary Woolington Wyrm, where builders have discovered some 
interesting bones. 

Could there be any truth in the old stories about the ancient 
well? With her creative coping mechanisms and the help of local 
girl Arabella Woolington and her stubborn pony Pickles, Mary-
Kate is determined to get to the bottom of this mythic mystery. A 
delightful fantasy-adventure for younger readers. For ages 6-10.

Karen Foxlee is the multi-award-winning author of Lenny's Book of 
Everything and Dragon Skin. She lives in Queensland. Freda Chiu is 
the creator of A Trip to the Hospital. She lives in Sydney.

Allen & Unwin     9781760526627     $14.99   PB      Junior Fiction     NZ$16.99



TASHI AND THE STOLEN 
FOREST 

Anna Fienberg and Barbara 
Fienberg, Illustrated by Kim Gamble

Allen & Unwin
9781761065941  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Junior Fiction

Can Tashi use Much-to-Learn's spell to outsmart the Wicked 
Baron and stop the old forest from disappearing? 

'Why, that interfering little worm, someone ought to step on him!' 
the Baron hissed to Tiki Pu. I guessed he was talking about me. 
'Well, never mind if he blabs about the wood,' he added, cheering 
up. 'I'll just lie, and say I had nothing to do with it. You, however, 
must pay Much-to-Learn a visit. Steal his secret spell.'

Jack loved it when Tashi told his stories. Today Tashi was telling 
about the time the old forest disappeared, and Much-to-Learn was 
in danger of disappearing with it! And then the whole village was 
threatened . . .  Could magic sand and a certain spell help save 
them all? Only someone as clever as Tashi could find a way to 
outwit the Baron—and solve the mystery of the disappearing trees. 
For ages 5-8.

Anna Fienberg is the author of many award-winning books for 
children. She and her mother Barbara, a teacher librarian, write the 
Tashi stories together. Kim Gamble was one of Australia's leading 
illustrators for children, illustrating over 70 books. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin     9781761065941      $11.99     PB      Junior Fiction     NZ$14.99



ACTION DUDE 
Andy Riley

Welbeck
9781801300148  |  $17.99  |    |  PB  |  Junior Fiction

First in a three-book series for ages 7+ from the creator of King 
Flashypants and The Bunny Suicides 

First name . . . Action. Second name . . . Dude.

What would happen if you put Vin Diesel, Dwayne Johnson, Jason 
Statham and Die Hard-era Bruce Willis in a bucket and stirred them 
together with a big stick? You'd get something like Action Dude. 
That's his real name. He used to be Charlie Munderdrew, but he 
changed it.

Action Dude lives for danger and excitement. He's always jumping 
out of helicopters, crashing ships, running along the tops of cranes 
and walking out of buildings just before they explode. He's nine 
years old and also the bravest action hero there ever was. Except 
that he's terrified of spiders. (But don't ever tell anyone that!)

When a theme park full of robots goes haywire, it's up to Action 
Dude to come to the rescue. After all, no one else is crazy enough 
to just walk in there and save everyone. For ages 7+.

Andy Riley is the creator of the King Flashypants series and is an 
Emmy-winning screenwriter. He lives in London.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welbeck     9781801300148      $15.99     PB      Junior Fiction     NZ$17.99



THE LOST RYū
Emi Watanabe Cohen

Allen & Unwin
9781761180101  |  $18.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction

In this fantasy set in Japan, ten-year-old Kohei teams up with his 
new neighbour to search for the truth, both about Kohei's family 
history and the disappearance of the giant dragons that fought in 

the war

Kohei Fujiwara has never seen a giant dragon in real life. The big 
ryū all disappeared from Japan after World War II, and twenty 
years later, they've become the stuff of legend. Their smaller 
cousins, who can fit in your palm, are all that remain. And Kohei 
loves his ryū, Yuharu, but . . .  Kohei has a memory of the big ryū. 
He knows that's impossible, but still, it's there, in his mind. In it, 
he can see his grandpa Ojiisan gazing up at the big ryū with what 
looks to Kohei like total and absolute wonder. 

When Kohei was little, he dreamed he'd go on a grand quest to 
bring the big ryū back, to get Ojiisan to smile again. But now, 
Ojiisan is really, really sick. And Kohei is running out of time. He 
needs to find the big ryū now, before it's too late. With the help of 
Isolde, his new half-Jewish, half-Japanese neighbour, and Isolde's 
Yiddish-speaking dragon, Cheshire; he thinks he can do it. Maybe. 
He doesn't have a choice.

The Lost Ryū is a story of a mysterious family legacy, magic and 
the lengths to which we'll go to protect the people we love. For 
ages 8-12.

Emi Watanabe Cohen studied Creative Writing. The Lost Ryū is her 
debut novel. 
 

 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin     9781761180101      $16.99     PB      Middle Fiction     NZ$18.99



OUR TIME ON EARTH
Animal lifespans from the Mayfly to the Immortal Jellyfish

Lily Murray, 
illustrated by Jesse Hodgson

Big Picture
9781787417083  |  $32.99  |    |  HB  |  Animals

From the delicate mayfly, which lives for just a few precious 
hours, to the death-defying immortal jellyfish, this book about 

animal life cycles is a celebration of creatures big and small

We are all on Earth but for a fleeting moment, yet no two lives are 
the same. It has never been more important to appreciate and 
understand the diversity of life.

Beautifully written, Our Time on Earth explores lifespans across 
the animal kingdom. Beginning with the very shortest, and ending 
with the longest, learn about the lives of the incredible monarch 
butterfly, the mysterious axolotl, the grand Galapagos tortoise and 
many more in this uplifting and eye-opening book. 

Stunning illustrations perfectly capture each animal in their natural 
habitat, making this the ideal gift book as well as educational. For 
ages 7+.

Lily Murray is a bestselling children's author. Jesse Hodgson is the 
author and illustrator of several picture books. They both live in the 
UK.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Picture     9781787417083      $29.99     HB      Animals    NZ$32.99



MY SPARE HEART 
Jared Thomas

Allen & Unwin
9781760631833  |  $22.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

A powerful and uplifting story about family breakdowns, facing 
truths and finding balance

I mean, Mum didn't drink that much. All of my friends’ parents 
loved their champagne or whatever. Everyone drank in The Village, 
too. I'd only been there for about a month and there'd already 
been five wine and food festivals. Mum's drinking wasn't a big deal. 
Right?

Phoebe's non-Indigenous mother, a busy event manager, and 
her father, an Aboriginal man and uni lecturer, have split up and 
she's moved to sleepy old Willunga with him and his new health-
obsessed girlfriend. It's only a few kilometres from Phoebe's 
friends and the city, but it feels like another world.

Her new school is full of hippies, but some of the kids are cool and 
the local basketball team is tight, and before long Phoebe's fitting 
in. But as her mum becomes increasingly unreliable, Phoebe's 
grades suffer, her place on the basketball team is under threat and 
her worries spiral out of control.

Phoebe can't tell her friends and if she tells her dad he'll get angry, 
but pretending everything is fine is breaking her heart. How can 
she help her mum without tearing her family apart? For ages 13-18.

Dr Jared Thomas is the acclaimed author of Sweet Guy, Calypso 
Summer and Songs that Sound Like Blood.

Allen & Unwin     9781760631833      $19.99     PB      YA     NZ$22.99



AGAIN AGAIN 
E. Lockhart

Allen & Unwin
9781761067174  |  $22.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

From the #1 New York Times bestselling 
author, a new cover edition of the poignantly 

romantic story about human connection, 
forgiveness, self-discovery and possibility 

If you could live your life again and again, what 
would you do differently?

After a near-fatal family catastrophe and 
an unexpected romantic upheaval, Adelaide 
Buchwald finds herself catapulted into a 
summer of wild possibility, during which she will 
fall in and out of love a thousand times—while 
finally confronting the secrets she keeps, her 
ideas about love, and the weird grandiosity of 
the human mind.

A raw, funny novel that will surprise you over 
and over, Again Again gives us an indelible 
heroine grappling with the terrible and 
wonderful problem of loving other people. For 
ages 13-18.

E. Lockhart is the #1 New York Times bestselling 
author of We Were Liars, The Disreputable 
History of Frankie Landau-Banks and Genuine 
Fraud. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Allen & Unwin     9781761067174      $19.99     PB      YA     NZ$22.99

WHEN WOMEN WERE 
DRAGONS 

Kelly Barnhill
Hotkey

9781471412219  |  $27.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

In a world where girls and women are taught 
to be quiet, the dragons inside them are about 

to be set free . . .

Alex Green is four years old when she first sees 
a dragon. In her next-door neighbour's garden, 
in the spot where the old lady usually sits. And 
Alex doesn't see the little old lady after that. No 
one mentions her. It's as if she's never existed. 
Then Alex's mother disappears, and reappears 
a week later, with no explanation for the scars 
across her body—wide, deep burns, as though 
she had been attacked by a monster who 
breathed fire.

Alex, now a fiercely independent teenager, 
is desperate for answers, but doesn't get 
any. Whether anyone likes it or not, the Mass 
Dragoning is coming. Everything is about to 
change, forever. And when it does, this, too, will 
be unmentionable . . . For ages 14-18.

Kelly Barnhill is the Newbery Medal-winning 
author of The Girl Who Drank the Moon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hotkey     9781471412219      $24.99     PB      YA     NZ$27.99



ELLIE PILLAI IS BROWN
Christine Pillainayagam

Faber
9780571366910  |  $19.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

The perfect coming-of-age romance by a spectacularly funny and 
original YA voice

My name is Ellie. Ellie Pillai . . . And I suppose I am a little bit weird, 
but then, aren't we all, just a little bit?

Most days, Ellie Pillai is somewhere between invisible, and not very 
cool—and usually she's okay with that. But suddenly, Ellie feels 
different. Maybe it's the new boy at school who makes her brain 
explode into rainbows every time she sees him (and also happens 
to be going out with her best friend), or maybe it's her new drama 
teacher, the one who seems to have noticed she exists. Suddenly, 
her misfit style, her skin colour, her songwriting and all that getting 
lost in the music in her head seem to be okay too. Because maybe 
standing out isn't a bad thing after all. For ages 12+.

Christine Pillainayagam is a writer, singer and songwriter. She lives in 
the UK.
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Faber     9780571366910      $17.99     PB      YA     NZ$19.99



KIND 
A call to care for every creature 

Jess McGeachin
Allen & Unwin

9781761066047  |  $27.99  |    |  HB  |  Picture Book

A beautiful ode to the wonders of our natural world

From the tiniest beetle to the most majestic whale, every creature 
on Earth is a marvel, deserving of awe and compassion. This 
beautiful picture book is a unique celebration of living things of 
many kinds—and the kindness we can show them as we wander 
through the world. 

A stunning and lyrical masterpiece from an exciting new talent. For 
ages 3-7.

Jess McGeachin is an acclaimed author/illustrator based in 
Melbourne. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin     9781761066047      $24.99     HB      Picture Book     NZ$27.99



PEEKABOO BABY 
Camilla Reid, illustrated by Ingela P 

Arrhenius

Nosy Crow
9781839942648  |  $16.99  |    |  BD BK  |  Picture Book

A gifty new title in this hit novelty series

Easy-to-use peekaboo sliders, a funny rhyming text and surprise 
mirror ending are combined in this stylish and interactive 
board book for babies and toddlers! With a total of 10 smooth 
mechanisms to push, pull or turn on every spread this beautiful 
book is packed full of fun!

Connecting with faces and playing peekaboo is one of the first 
games that babies play. It's why the very youngest of children will 
love this cute baby-themed book—and want to read it again and 
again. For ages 1-3.

Camilla Reid has written, conceived and edited children's books for 
over twenty years. Ingela P Arrhenius is a Swedish designer. They 
are the award-winning team behind the bestselling Felt Flaps series.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nosy Crow     9781839942648      $14.99     BD BK      Picture Book     NZ$16.99



LITTLE LIFE CYCLES: PIP 

LITTLE LIFE CYCLES: DRIP
Maggie Li

Templar
9781787418462  |  9781787418479  |  $14.99  |    |  BD BK  |  Nature

A gorgeous board book series that introduces toddlers to how the natural world works

Watch Pip grow into a mighty tree! Pip is a tiny seed. Learn how he will turn into a tree—and how that 
tree will make a new Pip. 

Drip is a little drop of water. Watch Drip travel through streams, rivers, the ocean and clouds to 
become a little drip once again. 

These beautifully illustrated board books for the very young explore the life cycle of a tree and the 
journey of a raindrop.

Die-cut right through to the last page, each book highlights that nature is full of changes, but their 
stories begin and end with a tiny seed or a tiny drop of water. For ages 0-5.

Maggie Li is freelance illustrator and children's book author.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Templar     9781787418462      9781787418479    $12.99     BD BK    Nature     NZ$14.99



A NEW FRIEND
Lucy Menzies, illustrated by 

Maddy Vian

Frances Lincoln Children's 
9780711275690  |  $22.99  |    |  HB  |  Picture Book 

It's Joe's first day at a new school. It's big, 
scary and different. Can't he just go back to 
the way things were? When Mae hears that 
there's a new kid starting school, she can't 
wait to meet him. Is this her chance to make 
a true friend? Follow the heart-warming 
story of a new friendship in this innovative 
title, comprised of two books telling two 
different perspectives! This uplifting tale of 
overcoming fears and making new friends is 
the perfect gift for anyone struggling with 
new challenges. For ages 3-7.

Lucy Menzies is a writer and editor. Maddy 
Vian is an illustrator and art director. They live 
in the UK. 
 
 
 

Frances Lincoln Children's    9780711275690    $19.99   HB   
Picture Book   NZ$22.99

ROMANS MAGNIFIED 
With a 3x magnifying glass!

David Long, illustrated by 
Daniel Spacek

Wide Eyed Editions
9780711266858  |  $32.99  |    |  HB  |  History 

Zoom in to discover what life was like for 
Ancient Romans in this innovative and 
interactive illustrated title that takes you 
right into their fascinating world! Grab your 
magnifying glass and dive into the sights and 
sounds of ancient Rome in sixteen fascinating 
search-and-find puzzles, packed with over 
200 things to spot. The artwork bursts with 
hidden detail and bustles with action, and 
detailed factual text will tell you everything 
you need to know about different areas of 
Roman life. For ages 5-10.

David Long is the author behind Castles 
Magnified and Ancient World Magnified. Daniel 
Spacek is an Illustrator and art director.
 
 
 

Wide Eyed Editions    9780711266858     $27.99     HB    History   
NZ$32.99

WHAT ARE YOU DOING 
TODAY, MOTHER NATURE?
Travel the world with 48 nature stories, for 

every month of the year

Lucy Brownridge, illustrated by 
Margaux Samson-Abadie

Wide Eyed Editions
9780711269644  |  $45.00  |    |  HB  |  Nature

This exquisitely illustrated treasury shares 
fascinating stories of animals and nature 
from each month of the year, showing how 
the changing of the seasons takes place 
around the world. It will transport readers 
across the globe, teaching them about the 
different kinds of weather and wildlife, and 
showing the infinite beauty and variety of 
nature in every part of the planet. For ages 
3-7.

Lucy Brownridge is an author and editor based 
in London. Margaux Samson-Abadie is an 
illustrator and designer from France. 
 
 
 
 

Wide Eyed Editions    9780711269644   $39.99   HB   Nature   
NZ$45.00
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