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THE KILLING CODE 
Ellie Marney

Allen & Unwin
9781760526535  |  $22.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

Another page-turning YA thriller from the New York Times 
bestselling author of None Shall Sleep

1943. World War II is raging across Europe and on the Pacific front. 
Kit Sutherland is hiding a huge secret when she is unexpectedly 
recruited to help the war effort as a young codebreaker at 
Arlington Hall, a secret US Signals Intelligence facility.

When Kit's roommate doesn't return home from a dance, it sparks 
a search that ends in a gruesome discovery. And soon they learn 
that there's more than one dead girl: government girls are being 
murdered in Washington DC.

Kit joins forces with three other girl codebreakers at Arlington 
Hall—gossip queen Dottie Crockford; sharp-tongued Moya Kershaw; 
and clever and resourceful Violet DuLac from the African American 
unit. But as the girls pool their energies and develop friendships—
and romance—two things become clear: the murderer they're 
hunting is getting closer every moment . . . and Kit's own secret 
could put her in more jeopardy than she ever imagined. For ages 
14-18.

Ellie Marney is a multi-award-winning, New York Times-bestselling 
author of crime thrillers, including None Shall Sleep, White Night and 
No Limits. She lives in south-eastern Australia.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin     9781760526535      $22.99      PB       YA     NZ$24.99



HONOUR AMONG GHOSTS 
Sean Williams

Allen & Unwin
9781761065767  |  $16.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction 

A suspenseful middle-grade fantasy full of mystery, twists and 
skulduggery from the author of the critically acclaimed Her 

Perilous Mansion

When Athelbert Fan is thrown in jail for thievery, his daughter, 
Penny, is convinced he has been framed. Someone else must have 
stolen the gold cup from the crabby magistrate's home and put it 
in with her father’s tools. But who could it be? 

Setting out to prove his innocence, Penny forms an unlikely 
foursome with the magistrate's son, a young traveller and a 
magical scribe's apprentice. Soon they discover even more 
crimes—and it's always the rich being burgled and the poor being 
blamed. Before long the whole town is in uproar, until a mysterious 
inspector arrives . . . but can he be trusted? It's up to the young 
quartet to untangle the truth and put things right. For ages 8-12.

Sean Williams is a multi-award-winning, #1 New York Times best-
selling author for readers of all ages. He lives in South Australia.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin     9781761065767     $16.99     PB     Middle Fiction      NZ$18.99



MIA
Through My Eyes—Australian Disaster Zones 

Dianne Wolfer, edited by Lyn White

Allen & Unwin
9781760877026  |  $16.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction 

A powerful story of one girl's experience of 2019's Cyclone 
Veronica in Western Australia

Mia is used to cyclone build-ups, but the noise and energy of the 
wild rain squalls keep her awake half the night. What if the cyclone 
hits before Mum gets back? As wild winds batter the coast, Mia 
knows she must keep calm. The animals need her.

Thirteen-year-old Mia lives on a bush block in the Pilbara, where 
she assists her mother's work as a vet and equine therapist. 
Although she is used to the seasonal cyclones that threaten the 
West Australian coast, nothing can prepare her for the ferocity of 
Cyclone Veronica when she finds herself home alone and needing 
to protect their property and the animals she loves.

When her friend Nick arrives, pleading for help, and her favourite 
horse is injured, Mia must withstand the greatest challenge of her 
life? As the storm intensifies, can she save her beloved animals? 
For ages 11-14.

Dianne Wolfer is an award-winning author of 21 books that have 
been translated into several languages. She lives in Western 
Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin   9781760877026       $16.99      PB       Middle Fiction       NZ$18.99



WAVE BREAKER: 
SKYDRAGON 5 

Anh Do, illustrated by 
James Hart

Allen & Unwin
9781761065613  |  $15.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction

Amber and her insects are back in a new 
thrilling adventure with old friends and new 

villains!

Amber walked along the beach and saw 
thousands of dead beetles, bees and butterflies 
strewn along the sand. What could possibly 
have killed so many at once?

It's not just the insects that are suffering; 
dolphins and whales are in trouble too. 
Something is lurking below the surface of the 
ocean. Can Amber and her insects get to the 
bottom of the mystery before it's too late? For 
ages 8-14. 

Anh Do is one of Australia's best-loved 
storytellers. His junior fiction series Wolf Girl, 
WeirDo, Hotdog! and Ninja Kid are adored by 
millions of kids around the country. James Hart 
has illustrated books for series including D-Bot 
Squad, Boy vs Beast, Ball Stars and Accidentally 
Awesome. 

Allen & Unwin   9781761065613       $15.99       PB     Middle Fiction    
NZ$17.99

SKYDRAGON FOUR 
BOOK BOX SET 

Anh Do, illustrated by 
James Hart

Allen & Unwin
9781761067938  |  $39.99  |    |  SLIPCASE  |  Middle Fiction

The first four books in Anh Do's high-flying 
adventure series SKYDRAGON in one epic box!

Amber knew she'd been given an incredible 
power, but was it a freak accident, or was there 
something she was supposed to do with it?
Controlling her new ability might be the hardest 
thing Amber has ever done. Especially when 
she is running for her life.

Who is her mysterious enemy? What 
connection does he have to Amber's past? And, 
most importantly, does Amber have what it 
takes to truly become . . . Skydragon? 

A great gift for new readers or superfans. For 
ages 8-14.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin    9781761067938        $39.99       SLIPCASE     Middle 
Fiction    NZ$45.00



MIA AND THE LIGHTCASTERS 
Janelle McCurdy, 

illustrated by Ana Latese

Faber
9780571368433  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction

The first in a bold and cinematic new three book series, perfect 
for fans of Percy Jackson, Katie Tsang and Abi Elphinstone

Twelve-year-old Mia has always dreamed of being an umbra tamer. 
Like many other cities, Nubis has been plunged into Darkness by 
the shadowy Reaper King—a figure the children of Nubis only know 
in their nightmares, and through horrible rhymes warning them to 
stay safely inside the city walls.

When the Reaper King's minions capture her parents and take over 
the city, Mia, her friends and her little brother must travel across 
the Nightmare Plains to reach Stella, the City of Light. But getting 
there isn't going to be easy. Mia must learn to harness her umbra 
taming abilities if she stands any chance of confronting the king 
and rescuing her parents. If she can't, she'll lose her soul, and her 
family, to the Darkness forever. . . For ages 8-12.

Janelle McCurdy is an author and fully-fledged gamer. Mia and the 
Lightcasters won the 2020 FAB Prize. She lives in the UK.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faber     9780571368433   $14.99      PB       Middle Fiction     NZ$16.99



SUNNY THE SHARK: SURVIVING 
THE WILD 3 

Remy Lai
Allen & Unwin

9781761065460  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Graphic Novel

A heartfelt and hopeful early-reader, full-colour graphic novel 
series, featuring adorable animals surviving in the wilderness 
despite the perils of climate change. From the multi-award-

winning creator of Pawcasso

Hi! I'm Sunny and I'm a shark. I love cruising the ocean with my 
pilot fish friends, looking for food. But sometimes things in the 
water are not what they seem . . . Now a plastic ring is wrapped 
around my fin and it's tricky to hunt. Can I break free before winter 
sets in?

This inspiring series offers the perfect introduction for young 
readers to the wonders and perils of the natural world—and how we 
can all do our part to protect it. For ages 6-9.

Remy Lai is the award-winning creator of Pie in the Sky, Fly on the 
Wall and Pawcasso. She was born in Indonesia, grew up in Singapore 
and currently lives in Brisbane. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AND EVERYTHING WILL BE 
GLAD TO SEE YOU 

Ella Risbridger,
 illustrated by Anna Shepeta

Nosy Crow
9781788009218  |  $39.99  |    |  HB  |  Poetry

A forceful, passionate and uplifting collection of poems by women 
and girls that is guaranteed to inspire, delight and empower

From well-loved poets, including Grace Nichols, Wendy Cope, Lucille 
Clifton and Christina Rossetti, to newer voices such as Triska 
Hamid, Yrsa-Daley Ward and Amineh Abou Kerech, this outstanding 
collection from talented anthologist Ella Risbridger has poems for 
every mood and every moment. Ella's selection is wide-ranging but 
accessible and includes work by a non-binary poet and two trans 
women poets.

With sumptuous finishes including cloth binding, full colour 
illustrations, textured paper jacket, ribbon marker and head and 
tail bands, this is the perfect gift to begin a lifelong love of poetry. 
For ages 6-14.

Ella Risbridger is a children’s author, columnist, journalist, poetry 
expert, anthologiser and editor who lives in London. Anna Shepeta is 
an illustrator, painter and ceramicist who lives in Russia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nosy Crow    9781788009218     $39.99      HB   Poetry    NZ$45.00



THE VERY HARD BOOK
Idan Ben-Barak, 

illustrated by Philip Bunting
Allen & Unwin

9781761068447  |  $24.99  |    |  PB  |  Picture Book

A very silly book that will seriously get kids thinking from the 
award-winning and internationally bestselling author of Do Not 

Lick This Book and the award-winning and bestselling illustrator 
of Give Me Some Space

Can you ...
Forget this line?
Say the alphabet in a different order?
Dig half a hole?

This book asks you to imagine and think about some things. That 
sounds easy, right? Anyone can think stuff. You don't even need to 
be standing up. We shall see. Good luck.

Metacognition is the act of thinking about thinking and forms the 
basis of all critical thought. It is also a concept that comes easily 
to children whose inquisitive nature makes them a natural at 
engaging in abstract questions and open-ended thinking. The Very 
Hard Book starts that 'thinking' journey and has a great deal of fun 
in the process. For ages 4-10.

Idan Ben-Barak writes science books, usually for children; they've 
been translated into about twenty languages. Philip Bunting is an 
author and illustrator whose books have been published in over 30 
countries.
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin     9781760526221   $24.99        HB    Picture Book     NZ$27.99      



BIG FEELINGS 
And what they tell us

Rebekah Ballagh
A&U New Zealand

9781991006004  |  $29.99  |    |  PB  |  Self-help

Bestselling author of Note to Self and Words of Comfort, 
Rebekah Ballagh, turns her attention to helping children learn to 

understand their emotions

Mikah feels so sad . . .
Chloe's feeling angry . . .
Charlie feels anxious . . .

Feelings are messages from the heart!

Big Feelings helps you to understand your emotions, how they 
make you feel and how you can manage them. 

It also includes invaluable strategies and resources for parents, 
caregivers and teachers.

Rebekah Ballagh's strong counselling background combines 
perfectly with her empathetic storytelling and adorable 
illustrations.

Rebekah Ballagh is the bestselling author of Note to Self, Note to 
Self Journal, and Words of Comfort. She's a qualified counsellor, 
self-development coach, trainer, speaker and the creator of popular 
Instagram community @journey_to-wellness-.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE HOUSE ON PLEASANT 
STREET 

Sofie Laguna, 
illustrated by Marc McBride

Allen & Unwin
9781760526450  |  $19.99  |    |  HB  |  Picture Book

A spooky, exuberantly funny and hugely entertaining book 
about a boy who is having trouble making friends in his new 

neighbourhood—perfect for Halloween reading!

Alby and his family are new on Pleasant Street. Their house is 
perfect, with a great tree to climb, and a pool. Their pet, Delia, is 
still in training, but she's settling in just fine.

And tonight is Halloween—Alby's favourite night of the year—so 
ANYTHING could happen . . .

A hilarious story about family and friendship, and what happens 
when trick-or-treating doesn't go to plan. For ages 4-7.

Sofie Laguna is an Australian literary star in both the children's 
and adult spheres. Marc McBride is the illustrator of the bestselling 
Deltora Quest series and has won the Aurealis Awards twice. They 
live in Melbourne.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin    9781760526450      $19.99     HB     Picture Book      NZ$22.99



WHERE'S FRIDA KAHLO? (FELT 
FLAPS) 

Ingela Arrhenius

Nosy Crow
9781839945717  |  $12.99  |    |   BD BK  |  Lift-The-Flap Book

A brand-new addition to the must-have novelty series!

The original, award-winning Felt Flap series—perfect for babies 
and toddlers! Each title in this stylish series has five spreads with 
friendly characters to find behind colourful felt flaps. In Where's 
Frida Kahlo? you're on the lookout for Pablo Picasso, Yayoi 
Kusama, Andy Warhol and Frida Kahlo herself!

Lift the final flap and there's a surprise mirror—always a hit 
with the little ones. Parents adore these books because they 
are beautiful but tough enough to withstand even the most 
enthusiastic of young readers. And children love them because 
they are just so much fun. For ages 1-4.

Ingela P Arrhenius is a Swedish designer and illustrator.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WRITES OF PASSAGE
Words to read before you turn 13 

Nicolette Jones, illustrated by 
Mary Kate McDevitt

Nosy Crow
9781788005029  |  $24.99  |    |  HB  |  Literature Studies

An inspiring, accessible and powerful 
collection of pieces of writing from William 
Shakespeare to L.M. Montgomery to Tim 

Minchin

A collection of 100 pieces of writing—poems, 
prose, letters, speeches, song lyrics, quotations 
and more—from Shakespeare to Philip Pullman 
and from John Donne to Oliver Jeffers, which 
are in turn powerful, funny, moving, wise, 
and thought-provoking, expertly curated and 
with accessible, thoughtful commentary by 
a children's book expert with unparalleled 
knowledge and insight. For ages 9-13.

Nicolette Jones is a writer, literary critic and 
broadcaster, and has been the children's books 
reviewer of The Sunday Times for more than 
two decades. She lives in London.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDICINE 
A magnificently illustrated history

Briony Hudson, illustrated by 
Nick Taylor 

Big Picture
9781787419377  |  $29.99  |    |  HB  |  History

This visually extraordinary book presents the 
history of medicine as it has never been seen 

before . . . 

From potions and ointments to modern-
day bionics, the journey through medicine 
has been one full of experiments, trials and 
breakthroughs. Humankind's battle to stay alive 
has been horrifying, bizarre and exhilarating, 
and there is still a long way to go.

Uniquely presented through a series of posters, 
comic-strip retellings, timelines, newspaper 
articles and much more, this strikingly 
illustrated book charts the history of medicine 
in engaging and unusual ways—guaranteed to 
keep children gripped. For ages 9-12.

Briony Hudson is a museum curator and 
pharmacy historian. Nick Taylor is an illustrator 
and graphic artist. They live in the UK.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Picture    9781787419377     $29.99       HB      History      
NZ$32.99



HOW TO SURVIVE ANYWHERE
Staying alive in the world's most extreme places 

Ben Lerwill, illustrated by Daniel 
Long

Nosy Crow
9781788008129  |  $24.99  |    |  HB  |  Non-fiction

From the dense rainforests of the Amazon to the chill of the 
snowy Arctic, come on an intrepid adventure to the world's most 

extreme places and find out just what it takes to survive there

Discover how to navigate the vast Australian outback, keep 
yourself alive in a sandstorm in the Arabian desert, avoid a bear 
attack in a North American forest, explore the dark depths of the 
Atlantic Ocean, and even perform a spacewalk up in orbit!

In this beautiful and bright fully illustrated hardback book, visit 
twelve incredible and diverse habitats: the Arctic Circle, a North 
American forest, the Amazon Rainforest, a Pacific desert island, 
the Alps, the Arabian desert, the African savannah, the Himalayas, 
the Australian outback, Antarctica, deep in the ocean and high 
up in space on the International Space Station. Find out how the 
people, plants and animals who live in these incredible places 
have learnt to survive, pick up top tips for your own explorations, 
and discover what you can do to help protect these amazing 
environments for the future.

A thrilling adventure around the world that you won't want to miss! 
Have you got what it takes to survive? For ages 7-11.

Ben Lerwill has been working as a freelance travel writer for over 15 
years. Daniel Long is an illustrator. They live in the UK.
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nosy Crow      9781788008129      $24.99      HB     Non-fiction     NZ$27.99



MY MUM IS A SPY 
Andy McNab and Jess French, 

illustrated by Nathan Reed

Welbeck
9781801300193  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Junior Fiction 

When Lucia and her dad come to stay for 
half term, Idris can't believe his bad luck. 
He had prepared himself to share the TV 
remote and maybe some of his toys—but 
he hadn't prepared himself for Lucia. Lucia 
LOVES spying. She creeps about, listens 
through doors, scribbles down anything 
that might be a clue and—worst of all—she is 
convinced that Idris' mum is a spy. And that 
just can't be true . . . can it? For ages 7+.

Andy McNab and Jess French are both 
bestselling authors. Nathan Reed is a 
children's illustrator. 
 
 
 
 
 

Welbeck     9781801300193     $14.99   PB      Junior Fiction    
NZ$16.99

A NATURAL HISTORY OF 
MERMAIDS 

Emily Hawkins, illustrated by 
Jessica Roux

Frances Lincoln Children's
9780711266490  |  $35.00  |    |  HB  |  Folklore

A Natural History of Mermaids is a complete 
guide to the mermaid, from historical 
sightings and superstitions surrounding 
them to their appearance and anatomy. 
Children will delight in discovering the 
behaviour and lifecycles of the Merfolk 
and how they have hidden themselves 
from human discovery over millennia. Pore 
over the anatomy of tails, learn how these 
mysterious creatures communicate and 
immerse yourself in their underwater world. 
For ages 7-11.

Emily Hawkins is the award-winning author of 
Oceanology and Atlas of Animal Adventures. 
She lives in the UK. Jessica Roux is an 
American illustrator and animal enthusiast.  
 

Frances Lincoln Children's     9780711266490    $35.00      HB      
Folklore    NZ$39.99

AN UNEXPECTED THING 
Ashling Lindsay

Frances Lincoln Children's
9780711274891  |  $16.99  |    |  PB  |  Picture Book

An Unexpected Thing is a beautifully 
illustrated, touching book about dealing with 
anxiety that introduces us to two friends, the 
scared Cosmo and the bold Hogweed. This is 
a story of different perspectives, overcoming 
feelings of worry and uneasiness, facing 
your fears and finding out that the world 
isn't such a bad place after all of all if you're 
ready to explore. For ages 4-7.

Ashling Lindsay is an acclaimed illustrator 
from Ireland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frances Lincoln Children's     9780711274891     $16.99      PB     
Picture Book     NZ$18.99



ILLUMIBUGS 
Explore the world of mini beasts with your 

magic 3 colour lens

Barbara Taylor, illustrated by 
Carnovsky 

Wide Eyed Editions
9780711275119  |  $35.00  |    |  HB  |  Wildlife

Journey through the undergrowth with 
your magic three-colour lens and discover 
over 180 minibeasts from every continent, 
under the sea and even from prehistoric 
times. With your lens in hand, discover mini 
beast habitats, and learn more about the 
impressive insects and other creepy crawlies 
that scuttle and wriggle around the world. 
For ages 5-10.

Barbara Taylor is a former Science Editor at 
London’s Natural History Museum. Carnovsky 
are an award-winning, Milan-based design 
duo.   
 
 
 

Wide Eyed Editions   9780711275119    $35.00     HB     Wildlife        
NZ$39.99

AS LONG AS THE LEMON 
TREES GROW 
Zoulfa Katouh

Bloomsbury
9781526648518  |  $16.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

Salama Kassab was a pharmacy student 
when the cries for freedom broke out in 
Syria. She still had her family; she still 
had her home. Now Salama volunteers at 
a hospital in Homs, helping the wounded 
who flood through the doors. She should 
be thinking about leaving, but who will help 
the people of her beloved country if she 
doesn't? Soon, Salama must learn to see 
the events around her for what they truly 
are—not a war but a revolution, and decide 
how she, too, will cry for Syria's freedom. 
For ages 12+.

Zoulfa Katouh is a Canadian writer and 
pharmacist with Syrian roots. 
 
 
 
 

Bloomsbury     9781526648518       $16.99      PB     YA    
NZ$18.99

DEFY THE NIGHT 
Brigid Kemmerer

Bloomsbury
9781526632807  |  $16.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

In a kingdom where sickness stalks the 
streets and only the richest can afford a 
cure, King Harristan is forced to rule with 
an iron fist. Together with the mysterious 
Weston, Tessa Cade robs from the rich to 
help the poor. Now she must face a deadly 
mission that will take her to the dark heart 
of the kingdom—and force her to work with 
those she intended to destroy. A blockbuster 
fantasy series about a corrupt kingdom, a 
star-crossed romance and a girl who will do 
anything for justice. For ages 12+.

Brigid Kemmerer is the author of the New 
York Times bestselling Cursebreaker series.
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bloomsbury     9781526632807      $16.99      PB     YA    
NZ$18.99



THE ZEBRA'S GREAT 
ESCAPE 

Katherine Rundell, illustrated 
by Sara Ogilvie

Bloomsbury
9781408885758  |  $29.99  |    |  HB  |  Picture Book

Mink doesn't believe in rules. She loves 
running wild and free. When a zebra’s 
parents are captured by the evil Mr Spit, 
she knows that it's up to her to help. So 
begins a grand adventure to rescue a whole 
menagerie of animals, an adventure that will 
take all of Mink's courage and determination. 
Written with generous helpings of warmth 
and humour, this is a timeless picture 
book about bravery, friendship and the 
importance of taking action. For ages 5+.

Katherine Rundell is the multi-award winning 
and bestselling author of five children's 
novels. Sara Ogilvie is an award-winning 
illustrator and printmaker. 
 
 

Bloomsbury     9781408885758      $29.99           Picture Book    
NZ$32.99

THE WORLDS WE LEAVE 
BEHIND 

A.F. Harrold, illustrated by Levi 
Pinfold

Bloomsbury
9781526623881  |  $24.99  |    |  HB  |  Middle Fiction

Hex never meant for the girl to follow him 
into the woods. When the finger of blame is 
pointed at him, his fierce sense of injustice 
leads him to a strange clearing where an old 
lady offers him a deal. She'll rid the world 
of those who wronged him and Hex can 
carry on his life as if nothing ever happened. 
But what Hex doesn't know is someone 
else has been offered the same deal. An 
extraordinary story about friendship and 
betrayal, of revenge and retribution, but also 
redemption. For ages 9+.

A.F. Harrold is the author of the critically 
acclaimed The Imaginary. Levi Pinfold is an 
award-winning illustrator. 
 
 
 

Bloomsbury     9781526623881      $24.99      HB      Middle 
Fiction    NZ$26.99

STONE 
Finbar Hawkins

Zephyr
9781804541807  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

On the day of his dad's funeral, Sam finds 
a strange, black stone which he senses has 
supernatural power. But that is just the 
beginning. Stowed in his pocket, the stone 
increases Sam's strength and speed at a 
single touch. And he starts seeing things: a 
lone figure on a hilltop summoning ravens 
. . . and his dad too. Could this small, black 
stone really help bring back his dad? A story 
of fathers and sons, and a boy gripped by 
the spell of myth and old magic to soothe his 
grief. For ages 12+.

Finbar Hawkins is the acclaimed author of 
Witch.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zephyr     9781804541807      $14.99      PB      YA    NZ$16.99
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