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CEREMONY: WELCOME TO OUR 
COUNTRY 

Adam Goodes and Ellie Laing, 
illustrated by David Hardy

Allen & Unwin
9781761065064  |  $24.99  |    |  HB  |  Picture Book

A joyful celebration of family and culture, the Welcome to Our 
Country series introduces First Nations history to children—from 
former Australian of the Year Adam Goodes, co-writer Ellie Laing 

and Barkindji illustrator David Hardy

Welcome, children!
Nangga! Nangga! Yakarti!
Tonight will be our Ceremony.

Our family gathers as the fire burns.
The smoke rises up as we take it in turns . . .
Then clapsticks tap—one, two, three—
but a stick is missing! Where could it be?

Joyful and full of fun, Ceremony invites you to celebrate the rich 
traditions of dance, family, community and caring for Country from 
the world's oldest continuous culture. For ages 4-8.

Adam Goodes is an Adnyamathanha and Narungga man, and a 
former Australian Rules Footballer. He is co-founder of the GO 
Foundation, which supports and inspires the next generation of First 
Nations leaders. Ellie Laing is a political adviser. David Hardy is a 
Barkindji illustrator.



BRAVE THE STORM: 
SKYDRAGON 4 

Anh Do, illustrated by James Hart

Allen & Unwin
9781761065606  |  $15.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction

Includes exclusive sneak peak of the first chapter of Wolf Girl 7! 
Amber is back in a thrilling adventure with new friends and 

old foes

Amber took a deep breath and closed her eyes. There were insects 
everywhere in the park—if she concentrated, she should see a 
little purple flare of light where each one was. But she saw only 
darkness.

Her voice came out in a whisper. 'My power is gone.'

Amber has become used to summoning her insect friends and 
transforming into Skydragon at the first sign of danger. But now 
her powers are gone, and she's just back to being just Amber 
again. Will she be able to get her powers back in time to help new 
friends defeat an old enemy? 

Thrilling, page-turning and exciting adventure from the bestselling 
author, comedian and artist Anh Do. For ages 8-14.

Anh Do is one of Australia's best-loved storytellers. His junior fiction 
series Wolf Girl, WeirDo, Hotdog! and Ninja Kid are adored by millions 
of kids around the country. James Hart has designed illustrated 
books for series including D-Bot Squad and Boy vs Beast. 



WE WERE LIARS COLLECTORS 
EDITION 

E. Lockhart

Allen & Unwin
9781761067495  |  $24.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

The #1 New York Times bestseller—award-winning YA that TikTok 
can't stop talking about! The story of one family, one summer, 

and one act that may never be forgiven. Featuring special bonus 
material from the author including original notes and sketches 

from the author, poems, a reader's guide and more!

A beautiful and distinguished family. A private island.
A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy.
A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns 
destructive.
A revolution. An accident. A secret.
Lies upon lies.
True love.
The truth.

We Were Liars is a modern, sophisticated suspense that will leave 
you reeling. Read it. And if anyone asks you how it ends, just LIE. 
For ages 13-18.

E. Lockhart is the acclaimed author of The Disreputable History of 
Frankie Landau-Banks and Genuine Fraud.



WILD AUSTRALIAN LIFE 
Leonard Cronin, illustrated by 

Chris Nixon

Allen & Unwin
9781760637224  |  $29.99  |    |  HB  |  Animals

A stunning new exploration of Australian animals from the 
creator of the bestselling Australian Animal Atlas

From a leading expert and talented visual artist comes this 
celebration of the astounding diversity of Australia's animal 
kingdom.

More than one million animal species make their homes in 
Australia—from the deepest oceans to the tops of mountains and 
the harshest deserts. But just how do they survive? Discover the 
remarkable stories behind some of the world's most extraordinary 
animals in this must-have collection for every Australian family. For 
ages 6-12.

Leonard Cronin is one of Australia's foremost natural history 
authors. His books include the bestselling Cronin's Key Guide series 
of field guides. Chris Nixon is a multidisciplinary artist based in Perth.



WHISPER ON THE WIND 
Claire Saxby, illustrated by 

Jess Racklyeft

Allen & Unwin
9781760526887  |  $24.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction

A stunning picture book about separation, connection and 
reunion from the team of renowned picture book creators behind 

the glorious Iceberg

This is the wind
that carries the whisper
from Ren's dream.

This is the sailor,
long at sea,
who catches it.

The multi-award-winning duo behind Iceberg returns! With its 
lyrical, cumulative text and whimsical, richly imagined artwork, 
Whisper on the Wind is a celebration of the wonders of the ocean 
and the power of love to find us—wherever we are. For ages 3-6.

Claire Saxby has won several awards including a CBCA Honour Book 
and a NSW Premier's Literary Award. Jess Racklyeft has won several 
illustration accolades including two CBCA Notable Picture Book of 
the Year awards. They both live in Melbourne. 



SOPHIE GOES TO SLEEP
SOPHIE HAS LUNCH 

Ruth Symons, 
illustrated by Vulli

Templar
9781800782549  |  9781800782556  |  $12.99  |    |  BD BK  |  Baby Book

Bedtime and mealtime stories to read with baby

Wind down for the night or get ready to eat with the classic Sophie la girafe toy in these board books 
full of gentle messages for bedtime and mealtime success. 

Sophie is getting ready to go to bed. Join her in her calming night-time routine for one last book before 
the lights go out. 

Sophie is feeling hungry. Join her at the table for a delicious meal in this book specially made for little 
ones trying their first tastes.

These short stories are perfect for reading aloud with babies and toddlers. Each scene presents 
first words from around the home, making them ideal books for little ones just starting to talk, while 
textured pages will engage even the youngest babies' senses.

For parents and carers, each page features short practical tips for bedtime success or your weaning 
journey, developed in consultation with Early Years expert Lizzie Noble. For ages 1-3.

Sophie la girafe is an iconic toy from France who has sold more than 50 million teether toys worldwide. 
Celebrate with Sophie as she turns 60 with a brand-new series of baby books.



HOW TO COUNT TO ONE
(And don't even THINK about bigger numbers!)

Caspar Salmon, illustrated by 
Matt Hunt

Nosy Crow
9781839941924  |  $22.99  |    | HPB  |  Picture Book

A hilariously bossy book about counting that children 
will love to outsmart!

You know how to count, right? GREAT! There are LOADS of fun things 
to count in this book. Whales, baboons, rainbows, pyramids . . . There's 
just rule. You must ONLY ever count to ONE. So don't even about 
THINK bigger numbers. OK?!
 
Get ready to show off your skills in this fun new counting book! But all 
is not as it seems . . . is this book really only about counting to 'ONE'? 
Because there are SO MANY fun things that you could count. But—
wait—maybe there's a way to outsmart the book . . . and count all the 
way up to 100!

A fun and interactive read-aloud experience, perfect for fans of 
The Book with No Pictures. For ages 3-5.

Caspar Salmon is a writer who grew up in France and now lives in 
London. Matt Hunt is a British illustrator and fine artist.



RAINBOW THE KOALA: SURVIVING THE WILD 1 
STAR THE ELEPHANT: SURVIVING THE WILD 2 

Remy Lai

Allen & Unwin
9781761065453  |  9781760526849  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Graphic Novel

A heartfelt and hopeful early reader graphic novel series featuring adorable animals surviving in the 
wilderness despite the perils of climate change, from the award-winning creator of Pawcasso

Hi! I'm Rainbow and I'm a koala. My mum says it's time for me to go out and find a new home to call my own. 
But life in the bush can be scary! It's hard to find the perfect tree. A kookaburra keeps laughing at me. It's 
hot and I'm thirsty and . . . do I smell smoke?

Hi! I'm Star and I'm an elephant. There isn't enough food left on my island, so my herd has to split up. But 
the world out there is so big! Soon I am lost and alone, facing giant spiders and a big, wild ocean and the 
scariest thing of all . . . humans! Will I ever see my family again?

From the creator of Pawcasso comes an inspiring graphic novel series for young readers, the perfect 
introduction to the wonders and perils of the natural world—and how we can all do our part to protect it. 
For ages 6-9.

Remy Lai is the creator of the critically acclaimed Pie in the Sky, Fly on the Wall and Pawcasso. She was born 
in Indonesia, grew up in Singapore and currently lives in Brisbane.



HEDGEWITCH
Skye McKenna

Welbeck
9781801300087  |  $22.99  |    |  HB  |  Middle Fiction

First in a magical five-book series for readers of Nevermoor, The 
Worst Witch and The Dark Is Rising

It has been seven years since Cassie Morgan last saw her mother. 
Left at a dreary boarding school, she spends her days hiding from 
the school bully and reading forbidden story books about the world 
of Faerie.

Certain that her mother is still alive, Cassie is determined to find 
her, whatever the dangers, and runs away from school. Lost and 
alone, she is chased by a pack of goblins but, to her surprise, 
escapes with the help of a flying broom and a talking cat named 
Montague, who takes her to the cosy village of Hedgely.

Here she discovers that she comes from a family of witches, women 
who protect Britain from the denizens of Faerie, who are all too real 
and far more frightening than her story books suggest. For ages 9+.

Skye McKenna works in heritage. She grew up in the Australian 
outback and now lives in the British countryside.



MIKKI AND ME AND THE
 OUT-OF-TUNE TREE

Marion Roberts

Allen & Unwin
9781760526795  |  $16.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction

After becoming attuned to the songs of the forest and setting 
up a successful social media nature channel, Alberta and Mikki 

are determined to pull out all the stops to save their local 
grove of trees

Eleven-year-old Alberta Bracken is having a terrible summer. 
After a bike-riding accident, caused by the local bully, her arm's 
immobilised in a cast so she can't do her most favourite holiday 
activity: boogie boarding at the local beach. And her little sister 
Clementine is EXTREMELY ANNOYING.

To make matters worse, her mum (bestselling author of Tammy 
Bracken's Guide to Modern Manners) has sent her dad packing—
after discovering his behaviour has been far from well-mannered.
So when budding filmmaker Mikki Watanabe suggests they start a 
YouTube channel about the secret life of trees, Alberta is ALL IN. 
And when they discover their trees are earmarked for removal by 
the local council, it's suddenly a race against time to save them.
Funny, warm and a little offbeat, this highly entertaining novel hits 
all the right notes for middle-fiction readers. For ages 9-13.

Marion Roberts is the author of Sunny Side Up and Mostly Sunny 
with a chance of storms. She lives in Melbourne.



THE OGRESS AND THE 
ORPHANS

 
Piccadilly Books

9781800783027  |  $16.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction

A new fantasy classic from the Newbery Medal winning and New 
York Times bestselling author of The Girl Who Drank the Moon

Stone-in-the-Glen, once a lovely town, has fallen on hard times. 
Fires, floods, and other calamities have caused the townsfolk to 
lose their library, their school, their park, and all sense of what it 
means to be generous and kind. The people put their faith in the 
Mayor, a dazzling fellow who promises he alone can help. After all, 
he is a famous dragon slayer. (At least, no one has seen a dragon 
in his presence.) Only the clever orphans of the Orphan House and 
the kindly Ogress at the edge of town can see how dire the town's 
problems are.

When one of the orphans goes missing from the Orphan House, all 
eyes turn to the Ogress. The orphans, though, know this can't be: 
the Ogress, along with a flock of excellent crows, secretly delivers 
gifts to the people of Stone-in-the-Glen. But how can the orphans 
tell the story of the Ogress's goodness to people who refuse to 
listen? And how can they make their deluded neighbours see the 
real villain in their midst? For ages 9-12.

Kelly Barnhill is the American author of four novels including The 
Girl Who Drank the Moon and The Witch's Boy.



TOMAS AND IRONSKIN (DRAGON STORM 1) 
CARA AND SILVERTHIEF (DRAGON STORM 2) 

Alastair Chisholm, illustrated by Eric Deschamps and 
Ben Mantle

Nosy Crow
9781839940026  |  9781839940064  |  $12.99  |    |  PB  |  Junior Fiction

A magical, illustrated and action-packed fantasy series from the highly acclaimed 
author of Orion Lost

 
In the land of Draconis, there are no dragons. Once, there were. Once, humans and dragons were 
friends, and created the great city of Rivven together. But then came the Dragon Storm, and the 
dragons retreated from the world of humans. To the men and women of Draconis, they became legends 
and myth.

Tomas can't believe it when a mysterious stranger tells him that not only do dragons still exist, but 
also that Tomas has a very special power. . . he can summon his very own dragon! But Tomas faces a 
difficult choice, and he and his dragon, Ironskin, must learn to trust each other to save their home from 
a deadly threat.

Cara is amazed when she learns that the voice inside her head actually belongs to a dragon—her 
dragon. But Cara isn't used to having friends, and so when she and her dragon Silverthief uncover a 
dangerous secret, they must decide who they can trust. . . and their lives will depend on it. For ages 7-9.

Alastair Chisholm is a children's author and puzzle creator. Eric Deschamps is a sci-fi/fantasy illustrator 
and a video game concept artist. Ben Mantle is an award-winning children’s book illustrator. 



THE WEEK AT WORLD'S END 
Emma Carroll

Faber
9780571332830  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction

The hotly anticipated new standalone from the Queen of 
Historical Fiction

1962, London during the Cuban Missile Crisis. What would you do if 
there was a real possibility that the world might end?

Ray, aware of his parents' growing worry, decides to take matters 
into his own hands. He builds a shelter in the woods behind his 
house in the hope that he never has to use it. Only to discover 
that someone else needs it more than he does. An American girl, 
reported missing, has turned up there. Why is she hiding? And with 
neighbour turning against neighbour, will Ray be willing to help 
her?

Set over the six days when the Cuban Missile Crisis became public 
knowledge, this tense, clever thriller might just be Emma Carroll's 
best book yet! For ages 9-12.

Emma Carroll is the highly acclaimed author of Frost Hollow Hall, 
Secrets of a Sun King and The Somerset Tsunami. She lives in the 
UK.



BITTER 
Akwaeke Emezi

Faber
9780571371198  |  $16.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

A timely and riveting look at the power of youth, protest and 
art—from the critically acclaimed author of Pet and 

The Death of Vivek Oji 

Bitter is thrilled to have been chosen to attend Eucalyptus, a 
special school where she can focus on her painting surrounded by 
other creative teens. But outside this haven, the streets are filled 
with protests against the deep injustices that grip the town of 
Lucille.

Bitter's instinct is to stay safe within the walls of Eucalyptus . . . 
but her friends aren't willing to settle for a world that the adults 
say is ‘just the way things are.’ Pulled between old friendships, her 
creative passion, and a new romance, Bitter isn't sure where she 
belongs—in the art studio or in the streets. And if she does find a 
way to help the revolution while being true to who she is, she must 
also ask: at what cost? For ages 12-17.

Akwaeke Emezi is the bestselling and acclaimed author of The Death 
of Vivek Oji, Pet and Freshwater.



AN ARTIST'S EYES 
Frances Tosdevin, illustrated 

by Clémence Monnet

Frances Lincoln Children's
9780711264830  |  $24.99  |    |  HB  |  Picture Book

Jo is a little boy who tries to see things the 
way Mo the artist does, and when he starts 
to use his imagination, he realises that the 
things he can dream up are completely 
unique. From the autumn oranges of the 
forest floor to pink and lilac pigeons in flight, 
Mo teaches Jo to trust his own eyes. This is a 
magical story about the power of imagination 
and discovering that our individual 
perspectives make us all artists, and no two 
artists eyes are the same. For ages 3-7.

Frances Tosdevin studied Classics at 
Cambridge. Clémence Monnet lives and works 
on the outskirts of Paris.
 

Frances Lincoln Children's      9780711264830      $24.99       HB    
Picture Book        NZ$27.99

IT STARTS WITH A BEE 
Watch a tiny bee bring the world to bloom

Jennie Webber

QED
9780711270336  |  $19.99  |    |  HB  |  Poetry

Teach children about the crucial role bees 
play in the beautiful cycle of life in this 
charming tale of the workings of the natural 
world. With lyrical text and enchanting 
illustrations, It Starts with a Bee takes you on 
a journey through the seasons as you follow a 
busy bee pollinating a wild garden. A rhyming 
poem builds page on page, echoing the life 
the bee brings to the garden, and beautiful 
foldout illustrations transport readers into 
the bee’s world as it navigates the flowers 
and plants. For ages 6-9.

Jennie Webber is a London-based visual artist 
and printmaker.

 

QED       9780711270336      $19.99      HB    Poetry      NZ$22.99

BUILT BY ANIMALS 
Christiane Dorion, 

illustrated by Yeji Yun

Wide Eyed Editions
9780711265684  |  $24.99  |    |  HB  |  Natural History

Built by Animals introduces us to the 
creatures who have inspired the materials 
and techniques that are used by humans 
in the building world today. From the 
bee's honeycomb shape that strengthens 
structures to termites that build their 
nests with natural air-con, these creatures 
did it first! This accessible exploration of 
biomimicry explores an amazing STEM 
subject in a deceptively simple way, showing 
children that the future of architecture can 
be inspired by, and be respectful of, nature. 
For ages 7-12.

Christiane Dorion is an award-winning author 
and WWF educational consultant. Yeji Yun is 
an award-winning illustrator.

 
Wide Eyed Editions     9780711265684      $24.99      HB     

Natural History    NZ$27.99



J.R.R. TOLKIEN
Little People, BIG DREAMS

Maria Isabel Sánchez Vegara, 
illustrated by Aaron Cushley

Frances Lincoln Children's
9780711257856  |  $19.99  |    |  HB  |  People & Places

From the bestselling Little People, BIG 
DREAMS series, J.R.R. Tolkien tells the story 
of one of the most beloved fantasy writers of 
all time. This inspiring book features stylish 
and quirky illustrations and extra facts at the 
back, including a biographical timeline with 
historical photos and a detailed profile of the 
writer's life. Inspire the next generation of 
outstanding people who will change the world 
with Little People, BIG DREAMS! For ages 4-7.

Maria Isabel Sánchez Vegara is a Spanish 
writer and creative director. Aaron Cushley is 
an Illustrator from Belfast.

Frances Lincoln Children's     9780711257856      $19.99     HB    
People & Places   NZ$22.99

NOWHERE TO CALL HOME 
Kate Milner

Barrington Stoke
9781781129579  |  $12.99  |    |  PB  |  Picture Book

A gentle but important exploration of the 
growing problem of homelessness. Mum can't 
afford the rent anymore, so she and her two 
young children move into a hostel while they 
wait to get to the top of the housing list. Their 
new home throws up lots of challenges—they 
share a bathroom and kitchen, and there is 
lots of noise at night. With no space to play or 
peace to do homework, tempers can fray, but 
as long as they have each other, they'll find a 
way through. For ages 5+.

Kate Milner is the critically acclaimed and 
award-winning creator of My Name is Not 
Refugee and It's a No-Money Day.

 
Barrington Stoke      9781781129579      $12.99      PB      Picture 

Book     NZ$14.99

WRATH 
Marcus Sedgwick

Barrington Stoke 
9781800900899  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

Cassie Cotton has always been a bit 
different—but this only makes her more 
intriguing to her classmate Fitz. Cassie 
believes she hears a sound that shows the 
Earth is in distress, damaged by human 
activity that is causing climate change. When 
this belief leads to her being bullied at school, 
Cassie disappears. Fitz is determined to find 
her, but he has no idea if he'll be in time to 
help her. . . A suspenseful, gripping tale about 
teen life and relationships, exploring our 
wavering connection to the world around us. 
For ages 12+.

Marcus Sedgwick is the multi-award-winning 
author of Midwinterblood and The Ghosts of 
Heaven.

Barrington Stoke      9781800900899     $14.99     PB    YA     
NZ$16.99



AMAH FARAWAY 
Margaret Chiu Greanias, 

illustrated by Tracy Subisak

Bloomsbury
9781547607211  |  $24.99  |    |  HB  |  Picture Book

Kylie is nervous about visiting her 
grandmother—her Amah—who lives SO FAR 
AWAY. When she and Mama finally go to 
Taipei, Kylie is uncomfortable with the 
less-familiar customs, culture and food. 
However, Kylie begins to see this place 
through her grandmother's eyes and sees a 
new side of the things that used to scare her. 
A delightful story of how families connect and 
love across distance, language, and cultures. 
For ages 3-6. 

Margaret Chiu Greanias grew up in the USA 
while her Amah lived far away in Taipei. Tracy 
Subisak is the author-illustrator of Jenny Mei 
Is Sad.

Bloomsbury     9781547607211       $24.99    HB   Picture Book    
NZ$27.99

PENELOPE SNOOP, ACE 
DETECTIVE

Pamela Butchart, 
illustrated by Christine Roussey

Bloomsbury
9781408856956  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Picture Book

Penelope Snoop has a new case to solve. Her 
favourite toy, Sidney the Smelly Sock Snake, 
has disappeared. With her trusty sidekick, 
Carlos the dog, Penelope begins a search for 
the Sock Snake which will take them right 
up into outer space! A brilliantly funny and 
original picture book featuring a feisty female 
detective who is absolutely the BEST Finder-
Outer-in-the-Whole-Wide-World! For ages 3-6.

 
Pamela Butchart is a teacher and the writer 
of many award-winning books. She lives 
in Dundee. Christine Roussey is a highly 
acclaimed author/illustrator. She lives in Paris.

Bloomsbury      9781408856956       $14.99      PB    Picture Book     
NZ$16.99

BLOOD TO POISON 
Mary Watson

Bloomsbury
9781526619174  |  $17.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

The anger is bursting from seventeen-year-
old Savannah; at the men who cat-call her 
in the street, at her mother's disingenuous 
fiancé, even at her own loving family. Each 
fit of rage is bringing her closer to the 
edge and now Savannah has to act to save 
herself. Because the key to survival lies in 
the underbelly of Cape Town, where the 
sinister veilwitches are waiting for just 
such a girl. Blood to Poison is a furious and 
mesmerising story about discovering magic, 
historical rage and love in all its guises. For 
ages 12+.

Mary Watson is an award-winning author who 
grew up in Cape Town during the apartheid 
years.

Bloomsbury     9781526619174      $17.99    PB    YA    NZ$19.99
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