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NADIA MITSOPOULOS: Thank you. Let's move to Madeleine King now. She is of course the Federal Resources Minister, and makes no secret of the fact that she is a mad, mad Freo fan. See, all the politicians are coming out. I saw Rita Saffioti stop by, the Deputy Premier, Alannah MacTiernan, former Minister, pop by. How are you feeling?

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Oh, pretty nervous, but pretty happy to be here. I mean, it's an amazing, remarkable atmosphere around Melbourne at the moment. And here in Yarra park, just the extraordinary crowds and it is purple.

NADIA MITSOPOULOS: It is, isn't it?

MINISTER MADELEINE KING. So, purple. And people like Darren and that whole team that got all those games from the west, but those that live here, you've got to take your hat off to their never ending effort to make sure there's a big crowd, a big banner all in place. All of the away games that we travel—the team travels so far for and all these people travel so far to come and see.

NADIA MITSOPOULOS: I think sometimes we forget about the cheer squad and the amazing stuff that they do, and there's sort of like behind the scenes work that they do. But also, you know, when you are, you know, in a state which is not your home, your team's home state, it's even tougher.

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Yeah.

NADIA MITSOPOULOS: And just walking around this morning, you're right. To me, it feels different. The buildup and the hype feels different. I feel there's more belief. I feel that people feel that maybe this one is ours. I don't want to jinx anything, but do you feel that?

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: I mean, I do think of the young men. There's the pressure that must be on their shoulders. And you know what? I want to see them go out and have a good time. When you have a good time, you play good footy, you enjoy the footy, we get to enjoy the footy, and l reckon that's what pulls them through. Right. Being a great, great team that work together and clearly have enjoyed their season. Right. And then we've seen what they can do when they're behind. The Sydney game many rounds ago, we didn't get a goal before halftime. I mean, appalling, but we won. And then the prelim final, which we were lucky to go to last week, was absolutely remarkable. So, I reckon they've definitely got it in them, but it's a lot of pressure. Right. And I, I can't imagine what that's like.

NADIA MITSOPOULOS: Oh, it's incredible. And I was talking to Josh Treacy and Hayden's—Hayden Young's father's a couple of hours ago and they're sort of calm, but they were just so proud. In fact, both of them had tears in their eyes and were pretty much crying at the end of it because they were just so proud. But they said just to be in a grand final, it's what every kid dreams about.

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: We ran into Oscar McDonald's family. We're in the parade, it's packed here, you can see. And he came from a number of clubs, but Williamstown Seagulls, where we stay with some mates that are associated with that club. So, they always talk about Oscar McDonald when he came to Freo, they knew he'd be great for us, and it's a great journey. And then you run into their parents and shake hands and say, good on you, you raised the good boys fighting for us.

NADIA MITSOPOULOS: Yeah, it is funny. I walked over here earlier this morning. I think I left the apartment at about 10 past 7. There was a lot of bleary eyed people who just arrived aimlessly wandering around trying to stay awake.

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Is one of them Rita Saffioti.

NADIA MITSOPOULOS: She looked—I'll tell you who looked tired was John Pryor. He looks like he hasn't slept for a week. But it was weird because you're just walking down going, "hi, hi. hi", like you know these people, and it's just that tribalism that is—

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Totally, and you're in purple. You're having a good day?

NADIA MITSOPOULOS: Yeah, it's brilliant. Well, you have a—thanks for stopping by.

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: It's a pleasure.

NADIA MITSOPOULOS: It's good to see you.

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Great to be on ABC Fremantle again.

NADIA MITSOPOULOS: Absolutely. 102.5 NFM ABC Fremantle. Madeleine King, Federal Resources Minister. Thank you so, so much.
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