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MICHAEL McCORMACK:
Well, thank you for coming here this afternoon. Obviously, I'm with Angus Taylor, the Liberal Party leader, the Opposition Leader, and Jonno Duniam, who, of course, is very much across these important issues of the ISIS brides.
Sadly, we shouldn't be calling them ISIS brides. It actually softens what is a very tragic situation. And they are, quite frankly, ISIS sympathisers, but I'll get Angus to address that issue more. Just as importantly today, I've got members of the Wagga Wagga Yazidi community who came to Australia seeking safety, who came to Australia seeking a better life. And I've got Marten, I've got Ali, I've got Muhi and I've got Azeez, and they are very concerned about the return of these ISIS sympathisers. They are very concerned not only for their own safety, but indeed just as importantly the safety of Australians across the country. 
So I'll get Angus to make comments about that and thank you for turning up today.
ANGUS TAYLOR:
Well, thank you Michael and thank you for bringing important members of your community from Wagga Wagga here, members of the community who have come to Australia, the Yazidis, to escape unimaginable and unspeakable atrocities inflicted by ISIS. We heard some of those stories today here, heart-rending stories I have to say. But we also heard those stories in Western Sydney late last week when I met with the Chaldean and the Assyrian community who had also bore witness to murders, to atrocities that were absolutely unimaginable. Absolutely unimaginable. People being treated as slaves by ISIS, which let's be clear is a genocidal, violent, authoritarian organisation that is absolutely despotic and unacceptable in our country. That is why we must shut the door to ISIS sympathisers. We must shut the door to ISIS sympathisers. We should have values-based and belief-based tests on who comes into this country. And those who believe in this ideology, the ISIS ideology, are not welcome in this country. 
Can I also say that assisted repatriation of these people is unacceptable as well and we'll be introducing legislation, a bill, to the Parliament this week that will make it a criminal offence to assist the repatriation of people who have been involved in terrorist organisations, who have been without approval in terrorist hotspots. It is not acceptable to be assisting repatriation in these circumstances.
Can I make another comment on what we've seen in the last 24 hours. Can I welcome the action taken by Israel and the United States against the Iranian regime. The Iranian regime is authoritarian, it is despotic, it is theocratic, and it is completely at odds with our view of the world. And I do welcome the action that has been taken. I welcome the fact that the Ayatollah has seen his demise.This is not a good man. This is an evil man who, frankly, was at odds with our core values, our core beliefs, and we do welcome the action taken by the United States and Israel under these circumstances. And we stand ready to provide whatever support alongside the government we need to make sure that this is a successful regime change and one that can see the freedom from tyranny of the Iranian people.
I’ll hand over to Jonathon now to make a few comments.
JONNO DUNIAM:
Thanks, Angus. Well, Australia is supposed to be a safe place, a safe place for those who live here now and those who come, who want to find refuge in a place like this. And that's why it is important that as a country we do deal with this issue of the ISIS brides in a very straightforward manner. We don't want them back here. And given the choices they've made and the life they've lived and the threat they pose to people in this community, it's not acceptable for this country to be washing its hands of its responsibility when it comes to border control, who comes and who goes. And that's what this government is doing, the Prime Minister, the Home Affairs Minister simply saying, 'Well, it's not a matter for us. If they get back here, well, so be it’. They've issued them passports and they've provided what we deem to be assistance to get these people back here. But we have heard the stories from people affected by the approach to life that ISIS sympathisers, ISIS supporters, ISIS brides take. The genocide inflicted upon the Yazidi people. Domestic slavery and the like. Terrible circumstances that we, as a country, don't think is fitting or right and that's what we need to stop from coming back to this country.
So as Angus said, this week we will introduce the laws we've already announced, amendments to the Criminal Code that would make it an offence to assist in the repatriation of ISIS sympathisers, people who have gone to a designated terror zone, people who have been a member of a listed terrorist organisation, or who have committed a terrorist crime. Those sorts of people that do those sorts of things are not the kind of people we want coming back to Australia.
You only have to talk to those who've had first-hand experience of dealing with ISIS and their supporters to know that what we are doing here is the right thing. The choice will be the government's this week. Will they shut the door to ISIS brides? Or are they going to just let them come back and cause harm to people in our community.
JOURNALIST:
Mr Taylor, people in this cohort are Australian citizens. The Constitution offers them the right to return to Australia. So in terms of saying, ‘Shut the door on them’, what exactly are you expecting the government to do? Because even if this idea of there not being assistance allowed happens, they could still return of their own volition. What would you want to see happen? And on branding them ISIS sympathisers, do you count the 20-odd children in that group as also being ISIS sympathisers?
ANGUS TAYLOR:
Well, they are ISIS sympathisers. Let's be clear. This is a group who have gone to the Middle East to support ISIS. There’s no…
JOURNALIST: 
[interruption] 
ANGUS TAYLOR:
Let me finish. There is no ambiguity about that. That's why these people went.
And ISIS, as we've heard today from members of Michael's community, we've heard last week from the Assyrian and the Chaldean community, these people, ISIS, are prepared to commit unspeakable atrocities and they've done so - domestic slavery, murder, I've heard stories in the last few days about people having to stand by and watch their friends and family members murdered in front of them. This is what ISIS is prepared to do. This is an organisation that we don't want to see in this country and we must shut the door.
JOURNALIST: 
You actually didn't answer Clare's question. But may I add to Clare's question, and that is that would you criminalise people who try and have the aim to bring Australian citizens home, even if it is in a declared area in Syria? 
ANGUS TAYLOR:
As you know, there are many ways of ensuring that ISIS sympathisers do not come back to this country. Temporary exclusion orders. We understand only one has been issued. There are rules around passports as well, and it would be good to know how those rules have been applied or not applied, as the case may be. And if it's necessary to tighten that legislation, we've said right from the start we're prepared to stand by.
Now the truth is there's no proposal here to split the parents off from the children. But Andrew, what is clear is that we don't want to see people who have supported this ideology coming back to this country. We need to shut the door. We'll keep moving around.
JOURNALIST: 
Mr Taylor, those children, they are still Australian citizens, even if there's no proposal, if they do make their way back, we have an obligation to take them back [inaudible].
ANGUS TAYLOR:
These are all hypotheticals. What we've got in front of us is a group of ISIS sympathisers wanting to come back to this country. And as I've said from the start, our position is: the door should be shut against people who have adopted this ideology.
JOURNALIST: 
Why should another country be forced to take care of these Australian citizens? Why are they another country's responsibility and not ours? 
ANGUS TAYLOR:
Well, I've described what we have seen ISIS doing. ISIS has committed genocide. I have spoken to people in my community, in Western and Southwestern Sydney, who do not want to see ISIS sympathisers coming into their communities. 
The government... 
JOURNALIST: 
Why don't you answer the question? These are Australian citizens. 
ANGUS TAYLOR:
Can I finish?
JOURNALIST: 
Why are they in another country's responsibility?
ANGUS TAYLOR:
Are you an activist or a journalist, you need to make up your mind. 
JOURNALIST: 
Why don’t you answer it [inaudible] citizenship?
ANGUS TAYLOR:
Let me be clear. You need to make up your mind which one you are. Let's be clear about this. This is an organisation that has been responsible for absolutely unspeakable atrocities. Absolutely unspeakable. Murder of innocent people en masse. Genocide. It is no wonder that I have heard from many members of my community - Western, South Western Sydney. I've heard from many of them that they do not want to see these sympathisers coming back. And there are many questions this government have not yet answered. Why is there only one temporary exclusion order? Why is it that a close associate, a clear political ally of Tony Burke, is assisting repatriation? Assisting repatriation. We've seen meetings to support that repatriation. These are questions that haven't been answered by the government and they need to answer them.
JOURNALIST: 
Mr Taylor, do you have confidence in our security agencies?
ANGUS TAYLOR:
Look, I think we have wonderful security agencies in this country and I think they do a very good job. But what I don't have confidence in is this government in making sure that we shut the door against ISIS sympathisers. And as I said, we're introducing legislation that we know will make it harder for these people to come back, but we're also standing ready to tighten other legislation if that's necessary.
JOURNALIST: 
Senator Duniam, say what you will about the mothers, but I think we would all assume that the children here are brought up innocent victims in this situation. At least we would have assumed that until Mr Taylor's answer just then. Why isn't the Coalition supporting repatriation efforts for the children specifically, even if it leaves the mothers behind? 
JONNO DUNIAM:
So what you're putting to me is that we should be separating the children from the mothers…
JOURNALIST: 
Social services does that quite often when we find that parents can’t... 
JONNO DUNIAM:
Look, I don't think there's any equivalence between what you've just put to me around domestic forced removals of children and removing children from a terrorist hotspot. This is a terribly complex situation. Anyone who suggests that it's straightforward is lying…
JOURNALIST: 
I’m not saying it’s straight forward.
JONNO DUNIAM:
…because we have to, of course, have compassion for the children, but that does not mean we need to sacrifice national security. And at this point in time, I don't know how many of the cohort's so-called children are below the age of 17. Temporary exclusion orders apply for kids between 14 and 17. Why haven't they had temporary exclusion orders applied? There's a range of complexities here. I'm not even sure what efforts have been gone to to assess the children for any risk that might apply. It's a question the government has not yet been able to answer. If people in their minds think this is a bunch of two and three year olds who are still learning to walk and talk, this is not the cohort we're talking about. These children are a range of ages, and the government don't have a handle on what sort of a risk they present. And until we have that information, I think suggesting that we forcibly remove children from their mothers is a very, very short-sighted approach.
JOURNALIST: 
If I could just ask him another matter, over the weekend we learnt that the Liberal Party election review isn’t going to come out? You’ve had Nick Minchin say, he's disappointed, and he doesn't even understand the reason. So what is the reason, and what do you say to criticism, because maybe some of the economic agenda that you were in charge of at the time, didn’t look so good? 
ANGUS TAYLOR:
Well, I think members of the press gallery have already got copies of the review as far as I can tell. But let me be clear. We need to look forward, not backwards. A whole lot of finger pointing at this point about the election, which we know was a bad outcome. We know there's much to be learned from it. In my first press conference, I made that point and I talked about some of those areas where we made mistakes and we need to make sure we don't again. And from here on in, I'm about looking forward. I've been very clear, by the way, that I want to see an action plan come from the Federal Secretariat and the Executive, and I am happy to make that action plan on the back of the recommendations in the report. I'm happy to make those plans.
JOURNALIST: 
Would you be happy, Mr Taylor, for the Liberal Party to preference One Nation in Farrer and at elections going forward? 
ANGUS TAYLOR:
Well, we're not at that point yet. But what I will say is we'll show respect to those who are thinking about voting One Nation. They are in that position because of the thought processes they've gone through and we need to convince them to trust the Liberal Party again as the party that can restore Australia's standard of living and protect our way of life, shutting the door on ideologies that are unacceptable in this country, making sure that housing is affordable and that we have home ownership as a centrepiece of our economy again, making sure we've got affordable energy without Labor's net zero ideology. These are the things we stand for. And I'm going to be working every day between now and the Farrer by-election and all the way through to the next election to convince Australians that they can trust the Liberal Party on these issues. 
Thank you very much. 
MICHAEL McCORMACK:
And the National Party!
ANGUS TAYLOR:
And the National Party, sorry.
[ENDS]
