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KARL STEFANOVIC, HOST: Well, One Nation is this morning launching a counterattack on Labor following the PM's plea for donations to stop the orange wave. For more, I'm joined by Transport Minister Catherine King, live from Western Sydney.
Catherine, good morning to you. Nice to see you this morning. The new airport in just a sec, but first, let's talk about that One Nation hitting back with their own donation ads. You just keep feeding the beast. You know that, don't you?
MINISTER FOR INFRASTRUCTURE, TRANSPORT, REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT CATHERINE KING: Well, as we know, One Nation is a party of slogans, not solutions, and it is our job to point that out pretty continuously. They're a party that voted against wage increases for ordinary workers and really don't stand for anything. I know that they're out there again today with slogans and we're going to keep pointing that out as we head to the 2028 election campaign.
STEFANOVIC: Slogans like Lib 1 Nationals? I mean.
KING: Well, as I said, they've got some slogans out there today. We're going to keep pointing out that they don't offer actual solutions…
STEFANOVIC: You don't mind a slogan as well.
KING: I'd like to know what their policies are.
STEFANOVIC: Well, let's keep rolling. Why are you taxing Australians up the wazoo, then asking hard-working Labor families to help you out to defeat One Nation?
KING: Well, obviously in this budget we saw substantial tax cuts, so obviously the Working Australians Tax Offset, the $1,000 tax deduction as well. We're delivering on the tax cuts to Australians. We are absolutely and utterly focused every single day on the cost of living, trying to get housing supply moving, trying to actually help ordinary Australians, whether it be through Medicare, urgent care clinics and the work that we are continuing to do on tax reform to help young people getting into housing. That's what we're trying to deliver and that's what we're doing through the budget.
STEFANOVIC: But how do you think it goes with Labor families that you're asking them to donate so you can defeat One Nation?
KING: Well, certainly political parties and political machineries do ask for donations. We have that in this country, they’ll continue to do that as we don't have publicly funded election campaigns. But, of course, as a government, we are absolutely and utterly focused on making sure we address cost of living for people. We know that is the number one issue for everybody. We know that there's a lot of pressure on families. And my job, the job of every single Minister, the job of the Prime Minister is absolutely dedicated to, focused on that, but also pointing out when there are political parties that actually will make things worse for people, whose record is to actually vote against wage increases for ordinary working Australians.
STEFANOVIC: It sounds like…
KING: Our job is to fight that, on behalf of working Australians as well.
STEFANOVIC: It sounds like you're walking back CGT changes for start-ups. Are you walking anything else back from the Budget?
KING: Well, I think if you look at the Budget papers, it was pretty clear that we said we would consult on the implementation of the CGT reforms. We were aware there were some issues with start-ups that we would need to work through. There's two pieces of legislation, the first in terms of focusing on delivering tax cuts and delivering on housing supply for young Australians. That has passed the House of Representatives. There's a second bill that will look at implementation. We are, of course, as we said on Budget Night, consulting on that now.
STEFANOVIC: So why only give three days to that consultation? Why are you trying to ram it through? I mean, it just sounds dodgy. Why are you trying to ram it through?
KING: So two things, because we want to... so there's two pieces of legislation. The first piece, which actually delivers the tax cuts for working Australians, we want to get that through and make sure that that's done. Of course, the Liberal and National Parties have decided yet again to vote against those tax cuts. We're determined to get that through. We want to get, as soon as possible, the possibility of trying to really get young people into their first time. We know those CGT changes are already working in that regard. We want to make sure that actually gets through the Parliament and then obviously we're consulting on the second piece of legislation in terms of the implementation in terms of small business.
STEFANOVIC: Something so complex and has a raft of negativity surrounding it, you'd think you'd take longer debating it.
Anyway, let's move on to your portfolio. You're at Western Sydney Airport, revealing when it will welcome first passengers. This is an exciting time for the West.
KING: Yeah, it certainly is. I hope you're going to be there as well, Karl, on opening day.
STEFANOVIC: Definitely.
KING: 25th of October, first flight 11am on Sunday to the Gold Coast, and then followed by further flights, 14 flights to and from Sydney to Melbourne, flights to Brisbane as well and flights to the Gold Coast. That's alongside, we've got Singapore and Air New Zealand have had tickets on sale for a while now. So Western Sydney Airport will take you around Australia, but certainly now also taking you to the world. So that opening October 25 first flights. It’d be great to be on that first plane. Tickets are on sale today.
STEFANOVIC: Straight to the Goldie here we come. Thank you so much for your time, appreciate it thank you.
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