
The Rt Revd the Hon Dr Peter Hollingworth AC OBE   
    
The long life of Peter Hollingworth took him into many activities.  Each of them was sustained by his strong Christian faith.    
   
None was more important, both as to the intensity of his commitment and results demonstrated, than the years he spent with the Brotherhood of St. Laurence in Victoria: an Anglican inspired welfare organisation committed to helping the disadvantaged and, in particular, reducing poverty amongst children.  
    
Many believe that Hollingworth’s work, both as its Director, and more generally a member of the Brotherhood, did more to shape national policy in the final decades of the 20th century than the advocacy of any other person.   
   
In the 1987 election campaign, Bob Hawke promised that “by 1990, no Australian child will be living in poverty.” Many — myself included — ridiculed this statement, not for its aspiration but for its lack of realism. Importantly, though, many saw it as a reaction to pressure, particularly from Peter Hollingworth.  
    
Peter Hollingworth was also Chairman of the Council overseeing the Celebration of the Centenary of Federation.  In cooperation with the states, the Council delivered an outcome which drew pride and gratitude.   
    
As Anglican Archbishop of Brisbane, Hollingworth invited me to attend his regular Loaves and Fishes lunch, the name of which recalls the Gospel story of the feeding of the 5000. It was one of my first activities of that kind as Prime Minister in Queensland.  
    
He became the first cleric appointed as Governor-General of Australia.  Regrettably, the controversy over his handling of sex abuse by clergy in the Archdiocese of Brisbane has coloured recent commentary about him.  As someone who abhorred the sexual abuse of anyone – particularly children – in the Church or elsewhere, he addressed these issues in a candid manner, acknowledging his own failings.    
  
I greatly respected his personal integrity and strength in adverse situations.  
  
Janette joins me in expressing our deep condolences to Peter Hollingworth’s three daughters and their extended families.    
  
May he rest in peace.   
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