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E&OE…

BEN FORDHAM: 

Well, pressure is mounting on the Federal Government to block a cohort of ISIS brides who want to come to Australia, and this is only going to make matters worse for the Prime Minister, the man leading the mission to bring them here has admitted he doesn't know if members of the group have been radicalised. The Sydney GP, Jamal Rifi says he barely knows the 11 women and their children. He's been talking to the group on the phone since 2019 when they first contacted him, out of the blue. Back then they were requesting medical aid. He claims he couldn't even pick them out of a lineup if he was put in front of them. Dr Rifi has told The Daily Telegraph; I don't know much about these women. Angus Taylor is the Liberal leader. He's live in the 2GB breakfast studio. Angus Taylor, good morning to you. 

ANGUS TAYLOR:

G'day Ben, good to be with you. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Jamal Rifi is the one advocating on behalf of these women. He admits, I don't know much about them. 

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Well, that's what he says. You have to remember, Jamal Rifi is a close political ally of Tony Burke, and he has clearly been assisting repatriation of these women, playing a significant role in trying to get them back. He's been, as we understand it, carrying passports as well and I think there's serious questions here, not for, just for Jamal Rifi, also for Tony Burke. Tony Burke is hopelessly conflicted as Minister on this issue because of his close political relationship with Rifi. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Jamal Rifi may not know too much about them, but we've been speaking about Kirsty Rosse Emile, one of the ISIS brides, and her former flatmate Sara says that Kirsty Rosse Emile once told her, I want to go and make bombs and Sara says, this wasn't her mentality when she was 14, this was when she was a married woman. It wasn't something that she made up on the spot. Even if she doesn't want to do that anymore, she'd still have that mentality, and we don't want that here. So, she seems to know one of the brides.

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Well, these people turned their back on Australia, our way of life, our beliefs. There is no doubt about that, and we know ISIS is a death cult, a violent death cult, and they were part of it. They left our country because they wanted to support that death cult, and there are consequences for that, and that's why we've said from the start we should shut the door. It is not appropriate that people who don't believe in our way of life, who have turned away from our way of life come back into this country. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Shouldn't we be listening to the people who know these individuals when Jamal Rifi says he doesn't because on Kirsty Rosse Emile, you've also got her father, her own dad has said, when she says she was tricked into going there, that's BS, it's just not true. That's her own dad saying that. 

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Yeah, so, I mean, this is the point. There's deep concerns about the radicalisation of these people, and we call them ISIS brides, but the truth is, Ben, they are ISIS supporters. That's what they were. They went over there to support and be part of ISIS, a violent death cult and we know that ideology was responsible for what happened at North Bondi. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

We also know that people are going to say whatever it takes to get into the country. I mean, if they say, do you still support Islamic State? You'd have to be a dope to say yes. You're going to say no.

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Sure, of course you are. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Let's talk about negative gearing, and then we'll take some calls. Jim Chalmers, the Federal Treasurer is looking at making changes to negative gearing, we learned today, and this is speculation coming out of Canberra, the Treasurer wants to potentially limit Aussies to negatively gearing a maximum of two properties. Do you support that idea?

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Well, the starting point here is we need more houses, and whacking another tax on houses is not the way to get more houses. That's where we start from and so that's true, whether it's capital gains tax, which we've been talking about for weeks, negative gearing on investment properties, you're not going to get more houses if you put more taxes on it. It's as simple as that, Ben and there's no firm proposal here that we can see, but that is our starting point. Labor has completely failed to meet its housing targets. They targeted 1.2 million houses. We know they're not having any close to that, particularly in New South Wales. They're way beyond.

BEN FORDHAM: 

Would you be open to suggestions on changes to either negative gearing or the capital gains tax? 

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Well, we haven't seen a proposal, but I think it's highly unlikely, because we want to see more houses. If you want more of something, you don't put a tax on it. It's pretty simple stuff, and Labor has run out of money. So, they're coming after yours. This is what they do. So, they're coming after people who have invested over a period of time, often, tradies, nurses, all sorts who have bought investment properties as their nest egg for their future and, and, and in the process, help to get more houses into our country and we need more houses, and Labor is now coming after their money. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Angus Taylor is our guest in the studio, the Liberal leader. You can talk to him right now on 131 873. We're going to go to Robert first up. Robert, good morning to you. You've got a question for the Liberal leader, Angus Taylor. 

CALLER:

Yes, Angus, if renewables are so great, why are they so heavily subsidised? And would you ever think about cutting back the subsidies if you get the chance? 

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Great question, Robert, and the reason they have to be subsidised at the moment is that they aren't economic in many circumstances, and so the government is subsidising through its so-called Capacity Investment Scheme. We've said we will change that scheme to take away those subsidies. No doubt about that. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Let me ask you about the US Energy Secretary, Chris Wright, he says there is 0% chance of the world hitting net zero by 2050. I'm going to repeat it. There is 0% chance of the world hitting net zero by 2050. Do you agree or disagree? 

ANGUS TAYLOR:

It's a long way away, but I think it's going to be very, very tough, and we are not going to bend over backwards, ruin our energy system, drive up the price of energy, drive down the reliability in order to achieve that target. So, we made that very clear.

BEN FORDHAM: 

If you are, PM, would you stay in these global climate agreements and commitments.

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Look the bigger issue for us is getting out of this net zero ideology and we would get out of that. No question. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

How do you get out of it? 

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Well, you just say you're not doing it, you're not targeting it. I mean, look, it's completely fine for people to put solar on their rooves. If it’s going to help them out and that brings down emissions, great. When I was Minister, Ben, we brought down prices by 10% and we brought down emissions by 10% at the same time, you know, Labor, 40% increase in prices and barely moving on emissions. They have completely failed on their energy policies. That's why we will get rid of the net zero ideology. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Rocco's on the line. Rocco, you go right ahead, please. 

CALLER:

Yes. I just want to ask if, he becomes Prime Minister and the Liberal Party get back in would he cut government spending to the rate of inflation, which would help the RBA decide not to put up interest rates because it will neutralise the inflation rate. 

BEN FORDHAM: 
Angus?

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Yeah, look great question Rocco, and we, we have said clearly, and we'll say it again, that we've got to contain the growth in spending so that we can get interest rates down and inflation down in this country. We know government spending is contributing to that and there are obvious areas where there is waste. Tens of thousands of kilometres of transmission lines across some of the best agricultural land in this country. That is not necessary if you are not committed to this net zero ideology we just talked about. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

We've been covering a case from Jemalong near Forbes, where there's an abandoned solar farm that's just been left behind, the company's gone under, and the local fire captain's been on 2GB saying, well, who's supposed to clean up this mess? 

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Well, and look, this is a deep concern, and in my electorate, over the years, I've seen hundreds of wind turbines, probably into the thousands now, that have been built, and there are real concerns about what happens when they come to the end of their life. What we are seeing is incredible rural landscapes being desecrated against the will of the people in those regions, and all with big government subsidies, and we are not seeing reduction in emissions. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Next up is Jim. Angus Taylor is with us. What's your question Jim?

CALLER:

Good morning, great show Ben. Angus, very briefly, what are you doing about defined benefit schemes with regards to the changes in taxes, the impact on self-managed super funds has been horrendous, and yet politicians who make up a lot of defined benefit schemes are simply being excluded from any tax pressures. What's your thoughts? 

ANGUS TAYLOR:

It's another great question. Actually, the younger politicians are not on defined benefit schemes, but some of the older ones, including the Prime Minister are, and this is a matter for, under the legislation which we opposed, this is a matter for Treasury. They will decide what those rules are and I got to tell you, there's some serious questions about how this is going to be done, and it's a very good question you ask. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

The Prime Minister's landed himself in trouble over a word association game that he was playing on stage at a lunch in Melbourne, and he was asked a series of names and issues and when he was asked about Grace Tame, he used the word difficult. He now says, oh no, I wasn't describing her as difficult. I was saying she's had a difficult life. Do you believe him? 

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Ah, look, at the end of the day she said that she was chanting, ‘Globalise the Intifada’. Now, globalise the Intifada is a call to violence. That's what it is. She said it unambiguously, and the Prime Minister could not condemn her and frankly, that's not good enough. He lacks moral clarity in the way he approaches these issues. It's simple, if someone calls for violence, you condemn it and he should have done that straight out. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

The good news for you is now you can play word association as well. So, I'm going to ask you the same words the PM copped. So very, very short responses. ISIS brides.

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Shut the door. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Sussan Ley.

ANGUS TAYLOR:

A great contributor to our nation. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Anthony Albanese.

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Lacking moral clarity. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Andrew Mountbatten Windsor.

ANGUS TAYLOR:

No comment. Look not appropriate to be our future King. That's for sure. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

One Nation voters.

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Respect. They have left us for a reason. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Pauline Hanson.

ANGUS TAYLOR:

She, again a great contributor to our nation over a long period of time. I think she gets it wrong though. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

Australia Day.

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Keep it where it is.

BEN FORDHAM: 

Donald Trump. 

ANGUS TAYLOR:

President, I'll go with the Prime Minister on this one.

BEN FORDHAM: 

Very safe answer. Barnaby Joyce.

ANGUS TAYLOR:

A good man and a good friend. I think he's made the wrong call. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

And finally, Grace Tame.

ANGUS TAYLOR:

She got it wrong. Globalising Intifada, it should be condemned by all of us. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

What's on the cards for you today? You only just made it to Sydney, I understand. What was it because of the wet weather, or something?

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Wet weather, but I'm out to see, this afternoon, out in Western Sydney, closer to my patch, seeing the Assyrian community, who are deeply concerned about the ISIS brides, so-called ISIS brides, and them coming back into their communities. Where are they going to live? Where are they going to go to school? These are reasonable, very reasonable concerns, and I'll be listening to them. 

BEN FORDHAM: 

We appreciate you dropping in. 

ANGUS TAYLOR:

Thanks. Ben


ENDS.
