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RAF EPSTEIN, HOST: Catherine King is the Federal Labor MP for the seat of Ballarat. She's also got significant responsibilities as part of Anthony Albanese’s Cabinet. She's the Minister for infrastructure. Good morning, thanks for being with us.
MINISTER FOR INFRASTRUCTURE, TRANSPORT, REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND MEMBER FOR BALLARAT CATHERINE KING: Good to be with you, Raf. 
EPSTEIN: When you heard about what happened at this dinner in Ballarat, when you first heard about it, what did you think?
KING: I was really shocked. It's not reflective of the sort of community, where the event was happening is in a suburban neighbourhood of Ballarat. I've been to many events with the Muslim community in Ballarat over my 24 years as a Member. They are beautiful, welcoming events, so really shocked that something like this can happen in a community, and my heart just broke for the people who were there. It would have been terrifying, and I'm sure they're still traumatised by the events. 
EPSTEIN: Did Victoria Police do enough? 
KING: Well, I think that's really for Victoria Police to explain. I understand from talking to the acting superintendent a couple of times yesterday, and they've put a statement out that the matter is ongoing and under investigation still. They did arrest the man, obviously an interview, removed him from the site and interview them. I think that… 
EPSTEIN: Sorry, can I interrupt Minister? Only that the people we spoke to at that dinner, they said he was not arrested and was told to move on. I'm just not sure if you can tell me more about what the police told you yesterday. Do you know when he was arrested, or what they said about that?
KING: So the police said he was removed in handcuffs and arrested from the site and taken away from the site and interviewed, and then, obviously he's been released subsequently. And that's a matter for the police, and that's what they've said in their statement, that he was arrested. I think there's often confusion between arrested and charged. So as I understand it, the police have said that he was arrested, so he was obviously taken, taken away from the…
EPSTEIN: But not taken into custody, just according to the statement I saw, not taken into I think that's the issue for the people at the dinner, not taken into custody.
KING: And so these are matters for the police. They've obviously got to work their way through, when an incident has occurred, has a crime under the Crimes Act, there's a range of new laws as well in relation to hate speech and new laws in Victoria as well. They've got to assess has a crime they've committed under those laws, and they are obviously still in the process of gathering evidence. People have been asked, particularly if they have got video footage, to take that into the Ballarat police station or to ring Crime Stoppers and provide that and let's let the police do their job.
EPSTEIN: We had texters and callers yesterday saying the police response would have been faster and tougher if this had happened in a synagogue. Do you think that's correct?
KING: I think that you know, regardless of whether it's towards the Jewish community, towards the Muslim community, whether it's people creating slurs against anyone for their religious beliefs or their sexual orientation or anything, is that, all of these things are things that should not be happening in our community anywhere. And I think, as the Prime Minister has said, really clearly, we've got a really heightened environment at the moment, and people need to dial it down. And I understand when people are under stress or pressures are occurring, or you're seeing a lot of stuff on social media, you've got, you know, some political leaders making inflammatory comments, it's very easy to get caught up in that. And I really say to people, just pause, have a think. If you're feeling that way, if you're finding yourself feeling really angry about something, go and talk to someone. Go and talk to someone you trust, and we need to calm down because it's dangerous.
EPSTEIN: Minister, if I can just return to that question, though, because people there's clearly a perception, and I want to know if you agree with it that the same incident in a different community gets treated very differently by powerful organizations like Victoria Police. Do you think that's true?
KING: No, look, I don't think that's the case. I think our police do the best. You know, obviously it will depend on what the operational tasking is on the day, if there's other incidents, you know, if you've got a major car accident, whatever happens, obviously it depends on what resources are where. And you know, it's up to Vic Police to say what was happening and what happened at the time. But I, you know, I don't think we can accuse the Vic Police of running a discriminatory practice in terms of what they respond to. I think they've got to do it on the basis of what incidents are on their books at the time and what police resources they've got to do. And I think that's a matter for them to them. And as I said, I think that regardless of whatever any incident you know that something like that, you know, the police will and should respond quickly, regardless of whether it's a Muslim event, whether it's a member members of the Jewish community, or whether it's an LGBTI event, for example, I think the police will and do respond as quickly as they can with the resources that they've got,
EPSTEIN: 1300 222 774, is the phone number speaking to Catherine King about this incident at the Iftar dinner on the weekend. She is the federal MP for Ballarat, also the Minister for Infrastructure. With your Federal Cabinet hat on, maybe Catherine King, or look, to be honest with you, with your Ballarat hat on, I was looking at petrol prices this morning. There's some petrol in Holmes Street in Brunswick, it's $1.99 there's some petrol a short distance away in Union Street in Brunswick West, that's $2.99. And you've got the same thing going on in Ballarat, there's some $3 petrol and some under $2 petrol in Smythes Road, if you're listening in Ballarat. That's kind of wild to have petrol prices $1 apart. Is the Federal Government doing enough to make sure people are getting the petrol they need?
KING: So, there's two issues there. Obviously, there is the issue around pricing and potential that some operators may be using the Middle East conflict for commercial purposes. I want to be very, very clear, the government has zero tolerance for that sort of behaviour. We have, including yesterday, increased the penalties that the ACCC can charge. They are monitoring this very carefully. If people have got examples like that, please provide them, because if there is evidence of that sort of price variation, just in the one neighbourhood, there is clearly something not right going on there. And the ACCC has significant powers, and there are now significant penalties for any of that price gouging behaviour. You know, the Middle East conflict is not a commercial opportunity. And we want to be very clear about that. Then in terms of supply, so again, what we've done, with a lot of work to make sure, over the course of the last term in government, is really shoring up those supply chains so that we've got enough supply in the country. Supply is still coming in exactly as it was before the war. The amount of fuel coming in is still the same. There has been no drop in that. The fuel suppliers are telling us there is plenty of fuel. What we are seeing…
EPSTEIN: But they’re struggling to get the fuel from the wholesale to the retail, aren't they?
KING: Yeah, so what's happening is demand has really spiked, which, again, is understandable consumer behaviour when you sort of thinking, oh gosh, is the price going to go up? What's happening? Is there going to be shortages? So we're seeing that in various parts of Australia, particularly in regional Australia as well, in relation to diesel. So the message very clearly is, there is enough fuel in the country. There is enough fuel stockpiled. There is enough fuel coming in. I think the release overnight, which we've just heard of, further oil from the energy agency as well, I think is good news, and we'll look at what that the impact of that is on Australia as well. But really what we're saying to consumers is just go about your normal business, go use the fuel in the same way you normally do. Because if you do try and stockpile, if you’re panic buying, that is putting pressure on, potentially on our transport system, but also potentially putting pressure on our farmers, in the case of diesel, if you're stockpiling that. So really, that's the message very clearly, and that's you know, we're meeting Minister Bowen’s meeting pretty much daily with the fuel suppliers, but also talking to transport industry, the fertiliser industry and farmers, just to really make sure that message is out, but we are aware that there are some issues getting supplied to some of the regional areas, and that has been seen really big spikes in demand in some of those areas.
EPSTEIN: So maybe this is the point to end on. Should some people food producers get priority access? We had people calling from Gippsland yesterday saying they can't get diesel delivered to dairies. That means they can't milk. Farmers are trying to crop. Should some primary producers be given priority access? Are we at that point?
KING: Well, I think that what's happening, as I said, the fuel suppliers have existing contracts, and what they are prioritising is filling their existing contracts. There are some suppliers that obviously get fuel off the spot market, and that fuel is not really available at the moment because demand has spiked in terms of the contract. So we're seeing a bit of that behaviour at the moment. I think you know what we are saying clearly. You know it should start to settle down. If people don't go out and do what you know, what has been happening, don't go out and try and stockpile or think that there isn't fuel, there is enough supply in the country, but obviously we are keeping a very, very close eye on it, and are acutely aware of the issue in relation to some of the regional communities. It’s why we met the other day with the National Farmers Federation. I've got a meeting today with other transport suppliers, just to make sure that we've got good visibility on what's happening on the ground. And we'll continue to do that, and if we need to take action, then I'm sure Minister Bowen will be prepared to do that. But I think at the moment, the message is pretty clear, enough fuel in the country, enough fuel still coming in, go about your normal business in terms of the way in which you consume fuel.
EPSTEIN: Catherine King’s the Infrastructure Minister and the Labor MP for the seat of Ballarat, thanks for your time. 
KING: Really good to be with you. Raf, thanks. 

