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HOST EMMA REBELATO: We want to bring you more on those flood emergencies now spanning both the Northern Territory and Queensland this morning. The Federal Emergency Management Minister, Kristy McBain, joins us now from Parliament House in Canberra. Thanks for joining us, Minister.

MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, KRISTY MCBAIN: My pleasure.

HOST: Let's start with the Northern Territory. What's the biggest priority there at the moment?

MCBAIN: Yeah, obviously we've seen heavy rains across the Northern Territory now for the best part of more than a week. We've activated assistance in Katherine, including personal hardship payments. We've activated freight subsidies for primary producers. And this morning we're announcing that we're activating emergency accommodation support in Katherine. We'll continue to work with the Northern Territory government on what other supports may be required as more assessments are done and we start to see some of those water levels recede. But at this point in time, it's still quite dynamic, particularly with some of those Big Rivers communities being impacted twice in the last few weeks. So, there's still assessments being done, but our National Emergency Management Agency officials are embedded with the Northern Territory to understand what other assistance we could provide.

HOST: In the meantime, can you give us a bit more detail about what you've just announced? What does that mean for residents who live there? How can they access help?

MCBAIN: Yeah, obviously for those people that have been directly impacted by those flood waters, it will mean assistance finding emergency accommodation, and people can access some of that information via the Secure NT website.

HOST: Minister, do we know at this stage how many homes and businesses have been damaged or without power? We know there are sewerage issues there as well. Any idea of the numbers?

MCBAIN: Look, assessments are being undertaken, so we don't have exact numbers as yet, but the Northern Territory and the National Emergency Management Agency are working really closely together. We've embedded planning officials to make sure that we're working with them really closely on not only the plan for assessments taking place, but the plan to relocate people and to get people home once these waters recede.

HOST: Is there any idea of how long people could be displaced for?

MCBAIN: Not as yet. Obviously, it's quite a dynamic situation still. We aren't expecting any additional further heavy rainfall, but it is quite a changing dynamic that we have there. So, we'll continue to stay up to date with what's happening through the Northern Territory Government, who at this point are leading that.

HOST: Obviously, there's flooding as well happening in Queensland. Yesterday we saw people being told to move to higher ground. We saw some flood rescues as well. What's the situation and what's the danger there at the moment?

MCBAIN: The big wet in Queensland continues and we've seen communities that have been flooded as far back as late December, right through January. And for some of these communities, waters had receded and now they are coming back up again. We've activated Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements in 49 Local Government Areas across Queensland. Everything from personal hardship payments to assistance for primary producers to those emergency fodder drops. So, it is still, as I said, quite a dynamic system there as well as waters, rain continues to fall, but it is a pretty soaked catchment. So, again, we've participated in a range of meetings with the Queensland Government to understand what supports might be required. But at this stage, those assessments are still being undertaken as we see waters continue to rise.

HOST: Minister, moving on to something, another issue. I know this is not your portfolio, but there's obviously a lot of concern at the moment across the country about the Iranian women's soccer team. And we've heard this morning Donald Trump has been on Truth Social saying that Anthony Albanese told him that five members of that team have been taken care of, in his words, in their bid for asylum. Can you confirm that that's happened?

MCBAIN: I think what we've seen, you know, over the last couple of days is the way that sport unites people from across different parts of the world. And I thought it was a really touching moment when members of the Tillies and the Iranian soccer team swapped jerseys. You know, it is an ongoing situation at the moment and we can't comment on individual cases, but we do know how important it to work with people when they do feel distress.

HOST: Okay. Minister, thank you very much for your time this morning. We appreciate it.
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