
 

COMMUNITY STRONG MEDIA STATEMENT: Labor and Coalition ram through poor gambling deal with minutes of scrutiny
Joint statement by Community Strong MPs Zali Steggall and Allegra Spender:
The Albanese Government’s decision to ram major legislation through Parliament with inadequate notice, truncated debate and last-minute amendments is poor parliamentary practice and denies MPs and Senators the opportunity to properly scrutinise laws before voting on them.
It is little wonder Australians are disillusioned with the two major parties. This is why we were motivated to form the Community Strong party, to give Australians a real political choice.
Labor and the Coalition stitched up a deal on gambling laws then gave crossbench MPs just minutes to consider significant amendments before being expected to vote on them. What’s more, just one printed copy was immediately available in the chamber at the time of tabling for all MPs to consider.
Parliament is not a rubber stamp. MPs need sufficient time to read, understand and scrutinise changes before voting on them. We voted against these amendments.
The Government is now imposing hard deadlines on Senate debate across major legislation, including the NDIS, gambling and news media bargaining, after deals negotiated with the Coalition. Again, this is extremely poor parliamentary practice.
On gambling reform in particular, there is no excuse for this rush. The Government has had ample time to act on the late Peta Murphy’s landmark inquiry, which recommended a comprehensive, phased ban on online gambling advertising.
Instead, Labor has negotiated a weak deal with the Coalition and is pushing it through Parliament. The government is clearly running scared of scrutiny on this poor legislation.
The Prime Minister’s duty of care is to the people of Australia, not the gambling, media or sports industries. Australians deserve better than this.

