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OLIVER PETERSON: Joining me this afternoon in the blue corner, the Shadow Assistant Treasurer to the Shadow Treasurer, wearing his purple Fremantle Dockers scarf, it is the WA Liberal Senator, Dean Smith. Good afternoon. 

DEAN SMITH: G'day to you, Ollie. I was down in Fremantle this morning, and the excitement is building, and a big shout out to Tuart Place, which is located on High Street, they've got the facade of the building dressed in the Freo colours, so I'm hoping that the Fremantle Chamber of Commerce will award them with the best-dressed Fremantle building after Saturday's victory. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Well, you could be the best dressed Fremantle supporter on this panel today, Dean, but I reckon that Madeleine King may rival you. Of course, the Federal Minister for Resources joins us on the phone, so we can't see how much purple you have today, Minister, but I'm just hedging my bets here; it might be a little bit. Good afternoon. 

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Good afternoon, Ollie, it's great to be on ABC Fremantle. I'm wearing multiple layers of purple, and I will be up until the big day, and hopefully for many days afterwards. We're all purple today, Ollie, I reckon. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Yeah. You're not red, not blue.

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: I think red and blue mix to become purple, isn't that like the colour    

OLIVER PETERSON: There you go. 

DEAN SMITH: That might be the case, it might be the case, yes. So ABC Fremantle, team WA, go Freo, great to see a bit of, you know, State unity, a bit of parochialism creeping through again. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Unity tickets, Senator Smith and Minister King. Who would have thought it would be the football that would bring you both together rather than trading barbs? 

DEAN SMITH: I'm sure Kylie as well, I think the football and Kylie Minogue is bringing everyone together, Ollie. 

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: And Ollie, Ollie's on the bandwagon, we all know that. 

DEAN SMITH: Big time. 

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: We know his bandwagon had a hiccup, but surely, it's full steam ahead now. 

DEAN SMITH: Yes. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Well, look, I've made the decision that, you know, the first match there with the Hawthorn game, obviously I took the bandwagon to the stadium, and obviously the Dockers lost, so I stayed away for the last final here. I stayed away last weekend, and I will not be in Melbourne this weekend; no one needs to worry, so    

DEAN SMITH: Will you be going to Rottnest? 

OLIVER PETERSON: No, I won't be going to Rottnest. 

DEAN SMITH: Will you be getting as far away as    

OLIVER PETERSON: I should be though. 

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Get as far away as possible from Melbourne. 

OLIVER PETERSON: I should be, I should be indeed. Minister, let's start with you this afternoon. The Prime Minister obviously has been in New York talking about artificial intelligence at the United Nations; I even saw a selfie a little bit earlier with the US President, Donald Trump. Has it been a success so far? 

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Oh, well, it's always good for the Prime Minister and the President of the US to talk, and as you know, I've been in a couple of meetings with the President as well in regard to critical minerals and supply chains. This is a warm relationship. We have differences of opinion; there's no doubt about that, but particularly around AI, a different tone, a different way of thinking about it, and the really important thing for your listeners to understand is that as a government we'll always stand up for Australia's national interest, and that digital duty of care is something we've been talking about for some time, and it's not about any government control, which I think the US kind of, you know, doesn't really   has some paranoia about it. This is more about giving people that control, young people, old people, whoever is on Facebook and all these other platforms, control to see what they want to see, not what's forced upon them by the algorithms. 

So we'll keep working with the US in all manner of things, from AUKUS to critical minerals, to other trade issues, but we will have our differences of opinion from time to time. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Senator Smith, do you support these sorts of move, or do you find that it's going to become censorship? 

DEAN SMITH: Well, we   I think what President Trump and our American friends and allies have pointed to is a fundamental question, how would this work in the detail, how will this work practically? We're yet to see the final form of the legislation, so when that comes to the Parliament we'll have a much better idea about whether the Government is striking the right balance between protecting children online, which we all want, making sure that Big Tech is held accountable, which is another thing we all want. 

But when we look at some of these early propositions from the Government, we are concerned about the impact on free speech, we are concerned about the impact on journalism and legitimate political debate. This debate is still in its very, very early days, there will be many, many people making their contributions, but you are quite right to point out that the Coalition is nervous that this might bring forward sort of an overreach in regards to some of the regulatory proposals that are being proposed by the Government. 

We would make this point that some of the things that the Government is talking about in its proposed legislation are already covered by the Online Safety Act. So let's wait and see what this looks like in the detail, but absolutely Australians will be governed by their own national interest, and the Australian Parliament will make the final decision. 

OLIVER PETERSON: 1300 221 025, this is Behind Party Lines. I have Senator Dean Smith with us today, of course, the Federal Minister for Resources, Madeleine King, joining us on the phone. So if there is an issue that you wish to put to our Federal political panellists, then pick up the phone and give us a call, 1300 221 025. 

Out of interest, Minister King, are you somebody that uses AI? 

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: I don't in my own socials to promote it but I have   as you learn about things, I have tried it as a research, like what I would think of as a Gen X-er, like an advanced Google Search, if you know what I mean, like something that does search for things for you and pull it together. So I've used it in that context. I don't use it in my own socials. 

I totally see the value of it. I think it's really   its potential is enormous, but we all have to be careful, and it's a bit like when the Internet   I mean I remember seeing web browser for the first time when I was at maybe second year university in the early 90s, thinking this is amazing, and if I'd shown my dad, he would have gone, "What is this?" 

So, you know, we benefit from things, it's slightly frightening, but you can see the potential of it.  

OLIVER PETERSON: Yeah. 

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: I just think everyone needs to, through schools, through our own family situations and homes, understand that everything has to be   you have to question the answers you get sometimes, and just dig a little bit deeper, a bit of your own critical analysis, and that's what the value of education through schools is about teaching people how to use AI well, and I think it's important to know that. 

But it's clearly going to be a valuable tool. We can't not do it; it's how we build it and how we are part of it and influence it I think, is really important. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Dean, do you use it? 

DEAN SMITH: I'd call myself sort of experimental. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Yeah. 

DEAN SMITH: Perhaps fact checking is where I sort of go. I think we need a regime around disclosure. If someone is saying something, reporting something, speaking to something that has, you know, heavy AI usage in it, I do think that that needs to be disclosed. 

It is interesting that I do like to, you know, catch it out sometimes. I'm a keen student of history, blah blah blah, and then it will say, X, Y, Z about history, and I'll say, uh oh    

OLIVER PETERSON: That's wrong. 

DEAN SMITH: That's not my account of things, that's actually wrong. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Yeah, that's true. 

DEAN SMITH: So I feel grateful that I am the age I am, so I've got my own sort of sanity check, if you like, over the device. There is a rising level of anxiety in the community to make sure that these are used responsibly, that AI is used responsibly. 

People do want to see guardrails, I think they do also want to know that sitting behind this is human ability to interfere where necessary to stop, you know, perhaps, you know, some exaggerated things happening with regards to AI. Hard to imagine us going backwards. 

I think there are productivity benefits and general benefits to be delivered, but I think it goes back, be informed, be educated, use it as a form of information gathering, but don't let it do the thinking for you necessarily. 

Really important development in Government, it's called automated decision making; this is the thing that gave rise to Robodebt. One of the things that I'm working on with other Senate colleagues from across the Senate is how we bring more disclosure to automated decision making, so that people have got a better idea about what is a decision made by a human and what is a decision made by a machine. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Minister, petrol prices are getting up there again. Tomorrow, for example, the metropolitan average price for diesel's $2.85. Here in Perth, the metropolitan ULP average will be $2.36. Do we need to revisit another temporary fuel excise cut? 

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Well, I mean it is definitely   it's very difficult with fuel prices rising, importantly fuel supply is secure, but you know, I understand it's a lot of pressure on people, among the many other pressures they're under around fuel prices. 

We always said this was a temporary fuel excise, and I know not everyone is happy about that, we do have to be responsible in terms of the budget. We'll always look at things and look at measures, and Minister Bowen, every Saturday, he does his press conference to let everyone know that we do have the fuel that Australians require- Australian individuals and families, but also, of course, industry right around the country. 

So we'll keep a watchful eye on it. It's an extraordinary situation that we're seeing in the Middle East with the two, you know, parts of the trading waterways being blockaded basically because of the war in the Middle East. 

So it is a very uncertain time, and we understand people's concern about this. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Senator Smith, the Coalition earlier this week announcing a fuel shield, so if the price of a barrel of oil goes above $100 US, you'd bring in a cut for three months. 

DEAN SMITH: Well, that's half the story, Ollie, and the second half   the other half of the story is just as important, and this is the fundamental difference between what has been the Government's previous approach and what is our approach, and it's all about offsets. 

So the key challenge in the Australian economy at the moment, and we've talked about it many times, is inflation. Anything that adds pressure to rising inflation must be mitigated against because the RBA will then be forced to raise rates. 

When the RBA next meets next week, everyone is expecting a rate rise again, and people are expecting further rate rises during the course of this year. That is really, really bad news for WA families who are already living under cost of living pressures. 

The Coalition proposition is to offset any excise relief, so that puts downward pressure on inflation in the economy. So when we're thinking about measures of government, whether it's the excise, cost of living relief, we have to have one thing in our mind, and that is inflation, and what these things do to inflation, because the RBA Governor has been very clear in the last 36 hours that inflation is now the real challenge for the Australian economy, and she's now pointing to the fact that unemployment might have to rise as a way of combating inflationary pressures. 

So that's the key consideration as we sort of move towards Christmas. This is going to be a very difficult Christmas for many families, and many small businesses, I might add, which is really sad news. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Minister, has the Coalition come up with a good policy here; the fuel shields? 

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Well, it's another policy from the Coalition that relies on slogans; this is nothing new for the Coalition. At its heart, we need for this war to end. This is what changes fuel supplies into Australia and the cost of fuel. 

You can have ideas like this, so you know, I grant that, and putting   and I don't know what the offsets are going to be, and I'm sorry, I haven't read the policy document, but if you have an offset, that's a cost somewhere else, and I understand what Dean's saying about the need to have them, to keep inflation down, and that's correct, but what's the offset? And maybe they've been identified and I just haven't caught up, and I do apologise. 

But really, the most important thing that would change fuel prices is for fuel to flow around the globe as it has been doing. We can't control that, we absolutely can't. We can do our level best to make sure supply keep   and we are doing that, we've done   taken a lot of action through the strategic reserve to make sure that happens, and we retain an orderly supply of diesel fuel. We have diversified supply of unleaded as well as diesel fuel, and that's been really important and something we've done very quickly as a government. 

DEAN SMITH: The key driver, Madeleine, you know this, of inflation in the economy is government spending. Inflationary pressures in the economy have existed before this Middle East conflict. Inflationary pressures certainly will ease when the Middle East conflict dissipates, but the Government is adding to these challenges with record levels of government spending, and I might add record levels of State Government spending as well. That is what is fuelling the inflationary pressure in the economy. Part of that is the Middle East conflict, no denying that, but to suggest that it's wholly due to the Middle East conflict is just not true. 

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Well, it is for fuel prices though, and I mean obviously    

DEAN SMITH: Fuel prices    

MINISTER MADELEINE KING:    everyone, I'm sure, is very much looking forward to knowing what you will cut, Dean, what your choices are in that, and so, you know, I look forward to that myself. 

DEAN SMITH: The debate on the National Disability Insurance Scheme, and where bipartisan position in this in terms of reducing fraud and those sorts of things, the debate on the National Disability Insurance Scheme and bringing those costs down is a really powerful demonstration that many government programs are not being executed with enough due diligence, and that there's waste, not in every program, but in many programs, and I think the NDIS and the bipartisanship that we've been able to come to in terms of driving costs out of that scheme is a powerful demonstration. There are probably other examples across government as well. 

OLIVER PETERSON: All right. We've got basically one minute left. Let's go back to football. Madeleine King, what will the Dockers win by? 

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: 12 points. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Ooh, okay, 12. It's going to be a close one. Senator Smith?  

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: I like how it's a presumption. 

DEAN SMITH: My prediction    

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: ABC Fremantle. 

DEAN SMITH:    my prediction is Freo by 18 and Jackson for the Norm Smith. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Okay, there you go. He's given us two    

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Can I say, I picked Freo against Sydney by 12 points too, so I think I'm onto a winner. 

DEAN SMITH: Ooh. 

OLIVER PETERSON: Okay. There you go. Well, enjoy the footy, and thank you for joining us both on ABC Fremantle. 

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Go Freo. 

DEAN SMITH: Good on you, Ollie, thank you. 

OLIVER PETERSON: That is the Resources Minister, Madeleine King, and Senator Dean Smith joining us here on Behind Party Lines.
ENDS
      



