OFFICIAL

________________________________________T R A N S C R I P T 
________________________________________

E&OE TRANSCRIPT
RADIO INTERVIEW
NOVA 106.9 BRISBANE
TUESDAY, 10 FEBRUARY 2026

SUBJECTS: NRL; Prime Minister's Wedding.

HOST: Coming up next, we have a man, he's probably not too popular in this city right now.
 
HOST: What are you talking about? You can't just come on and smash the Prime Minister. He's the leading figurehead of the country. The Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese, joins us from Kirribilli House, I believe. Albo, how are you?
 
ANTHONY ALBANESE, PRIME MINISTER: G'day. I'm at the Lodge in Canberra.
 
HOST: Oh, there you go. I know what he's referring to. It's Payne Haas related.
 
HOST: Yeah, that's why I'm saying you're not popular here. Because he's a Rabbitoh.
 
PRIME MINISTER: I am a bunny, and Payne Haas will be a bunny next year.
 
HOST: Hang on. Hang on, because I just got a text from Chris Jones from the Courier Mail saying that there's still eight days left in the cooling-off campaign to keep him here. So, eight days remain.
 
PRIME MINISTER: Jonesy, he's just trying to reach out, it shows what a good buy it is. But we gave you Adam Reynolds. He brought you a premiership.
 
HOST: That is true.
 
HOST: We do love him now. Reyno's good.
 
HOST: And you get Wayne Bennett too.
 
PRIME MINISTER: It's only fair. And Wayne Bennett has brought Payne down to Sydney. I read a story that Payne Haas would have signed with Souths 10 years ago, except Sam Burgess had promised that he'd go see him play in under 16s and didn't turn up. So, put him off.
 
HOST: Really? It has been a 10 year conversation. I mean, Bennett signed Haas 10 years ago to the Broncs, but you're right. It was 10 years. So, this has been going on for a long time. But that means you guys are going to have Haas and Fifita in the front row. Is that right?
 
PRIME MINISTER: And don't forget Jai Arrow.
 
HOST: Jai Arrow's there.
 
PRIME MINISTER: Another great Queenslander. And a fellow called Cameron Murray at the back of the pack. He's kind of handy.
 
HOST: He's going all right. You're quite confident, aren't ya? You see premierships. Do you have your Bunnies jersey on right now?
 
PRIME MINISTER: It's a pretty good pack. Oh, look, I've always got a red eye and a green eye, so just constant with me.
 
HOST: There's obviously a joke there about a brown eye, but I'm not going to do it. Hey Albo, how is it being married to Jodie? I saw that you got married last November. Are you still in that wedded bliss feeling?
 
PRIME MINISTER: It's fabulous. Well, because of the nature of my crazy job that I do, it's still pretty fresh, because quite often we're apart when I'm travelling around. But it's fantastic. It was great that we were able to get married here on 29 November and we had a whole four-day honeymoon down at Kangaroo Island. And so it was just great, in front of family and friends. No celebs here. It was just a lovely day. We were lucky because it was raining in the morning and I'm told that is good luck. Poor Jodie was beside herself when it was pouring rain, I was trying to pretend it was just sprinkling outside. But it did clear up in time.
 
HOST: And they always say the photos look better when it's raining on your wedding day. That's what they always try and tell you. But I'm intrigued, what does the honeymoon for the PM look like? Do you turn the emails off, or are you still pretty on?
 
PRIME MINISTER: Absolutely. I mean, the phone, I was still available, but for a whole four days we're on Kangaroo Island down in South Australia. And so it was really nice to have a few days off, which I don't get very often. We're in between Parliament sitting this week and last week, and in between I went to Indonesia for a day, as you do.
 
HOST: Surfing?
 
PRIME MINISTER: Signing a security treaty.
 
HOST: Same thing.
 
HOST: Have you fed your dog this morning?
 
PRIME MINISTER: Surfing our way through. Well, that's Toto who was the ring bearer at the marriage. My security team have arrived to take me up to Parliament House, and she gets cranky because she knows that when the car arrives out the front, they're going to take me away.
 
HOST: Can your security team just walk into your house willy-nilly? You know what I mean? Do you just have no privacy now that you're Prime Minister? You couldn't be nude really, could you?
 
PRIME MINISTER: Pretty much so, but they're pretty good. They're very good. They're very professional and they do a great job. Unfortunately, we live in a very unsafe world at the moment as the regular charges and appearances before court relating to not just myself, but some other public representatives show, unfortunately. So, it's just part of the job.
 
HOST: Did you catch Bad Bunny yesterday? Super Bowl?
 
PRIME MINISTER: I missed the Super Bowl. We were busy in meetings and all of that, but I'm very pleased that an Aussie won a ring.
 
HOST: Yeah, the kicker, Dickson.
 
PRIME MINISTER: Yeah, Michael Dickson. And who knew that we produced good punters. I think Ben Graham, I'm showing my age here, I remember him years and years ago.
 
HOST: Yeah, 17 years ago.
 
PRIME MINISTER: When he went and was a big success. And since then, it seems to be the thing that happens, although Jordan Mailata won a Super Bowl, of course, and he was a South Sydney Junior.
 
HOST: Oh, there it is. Always back to Souths.
 
PRIME MINISTER: Always manage to work it in.
 
HOST: Always. At least you didn't steal him.
 
PRIME MINISTER: He'd be pretty handy.
 
HOST: He would be. He would be a gun. Yeah, he's great.
 
HOST: Always great to have you on, Albo. Even though you did steal Payne Haas from us.
 
HOST: No, eight days to go. The campaign continues in the Courier Mail. We may still keep him.
 
PRIME MINISTER: It's not stealing. I wish him all the very best this year. The Broncos, you got the premiership last year.
 
HOST: I know. We want it again. Go back to back. We're hungry.
 
PRIME MINISTER: We've won once since 1971.
 
HOST: You're due. Before we let you go, Prime Minister, Smarter Than Suse's 50K is next. Suse has been lacking a bit of motivation in this department. Can you give her an inspirational quote for a Tuesday? Just give her something to fire her up for Smarter Than Suse to win.
 
PRIME MINISTER: What's the context here? What's the quote?
 
HOST: Well, I mean, she just needs to win this quiz. She needs to win this money quiz. Because she's been losing a bit lately.
 
HOST: It's this thing called Smarter Than Suse. I might've been against you before once. Five questions, 30 seconds, but I've been losing Albo. I've been going really badly.
 
PRIME MINISTER: Oh, you can do it. Suse, just think about your time in the pool when you were always a winner. And when it comes to this quiz, you're going to be a winner again, standing on the dais winning gold.
 
HOST: Thank you. Thanks, Albo. Good to chat.
 
PRIME MINISTER: See you guys.
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