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*** CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY ***
 
I begin by acknowledging the traditional owners of the land on which we meet and I pay my respects to their elders past, present and emerging.

Delegates

Labor conferences matter.

Never more so than now.

Because our Conference is more than a great family reunion.

More than a celebration of our movement’s proud history.

Our Conference is about the fairer, stronger and more prosperous future we want to build for our country.

And the real change we are delivering to bring those opportunities in reach of all Australians.

All of us know that global uncertainty is creating real pressure here at home.

We all understand that there are big challenges ahead.

But what I have found so uplifting about this Conference is the determination, ambition and optimism that all of you have brought to our discussions.

At a time when the media landscape is fragmenting, the political conversation is more polarising and more self-selecting, we have demonstrated that it is still possible to disagree respectfully, to resolve our differences democratically and to move forward together, focused on what matters to Australians and the things that make a positive difference to their lives.

That is the unity, passion and purpose each and every one of you have written into our platform – and I thank you.

In my view this is the most purposeful and united national conference I have attended since I joined the Labor Party.

Delegates

I want to thank all the workers who have supported our conference:

The Adelaide Convention Centre staff.

The paid and unpaid Party administrative staff.

The security workers.

And of course the baristas who day after day faced the longest coffee queues in Adelaide with a smile and wonderful service.

Can we put our hands together and thank them?

We also need to thank the leaders of the Party organisation:

Our new President, Kate Ellis, and Vice-Presidents

Rhiannyn Douglas and Mich-Elle Myers.

Our National Secretary, Paul Erickson.

Our Assistant National Secretaries Rosie Ryan and Mitch Kingston.

The extraordinary Bernie Shaw.

And our new Conference Director, Monique Earsman.

As we know, this is the first National Conference in 30 years not directed by the wonderful Sandy Rippingale.

Monique, you have done her proud.

Delegates

Everything we have done in here is about the real change we want to deliver out there.

Over the past three days:

We’ve endorsed our reforms to rebalance the tax system – and give first home buyers a fair crack.

We’ve backed new protections for fair wages, including a new Fair Work Court.

We’re providing new help with the cost of living – and new investments in the next generation of health care workers - through our expansion of Paid Prac.

And we’ve renewed our commitment to strengthening Medicare and opening the doors of opportunity through education.

All of this represents:

Real change for our economy, healthcare and housing.

Real change to help people under pressure.

Real change to put Australians in control of their future.

That is the platform we have built together.

As you gather your bags and head for home, I want you to know that your work has been incredibly important.

Not just for Labor, but for the country.

Soon, we’ll be half way to the next election.

They come around so fast.

The people honoured us with a major victory last year.

Now we begin the road to the next election and the chance for another victory.

And with this 2026 Labor Platform as our guide, our work can truly begin.

Delegates, let’s keep Delivering real change for all Australians.

Safe travels home.

ENDS




