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ROGER COOK: Thank you very much. Look, good morning, everyone. Thank you for joining us. I'm of course joined by the Labor candidate for the state seat for Secret Harbour, Georgia Tree. Also joining me today is local member and Federal Minister Madeleine King. And today marks an important moment in the by-election as we officially launch Georgia's Trees campaign for the state seat of Secret Harbour. We've been out and about in the community having conversations. Almost 14,000 doors have been knocked as part of WA Labor's campaign and we're engaging on the issues which matter for the community. Cost of living, a new hospital in Mandurah, a train line in Karnup. Making sure that we deliver for this community. 

Our record on delivery is clear. WA Labor has always put WA first. Let's compare our record to the opponents in this by-election. Over a 30-year career as a politician, Pauline Hanson and One Nation have never delivered a single thing for Western Australians. This is a cold, hard fact. She voted against more housing, she voted against tax cuts, she voted against cheaper childcare, and she has never delivered for Western Australia. That's her record, and it's a record the Opposition Leader has endorsed by sending Liberal Party preferences to One Nation. He knows the only way that he can govern in WA is through a toxic coalition with One Nation, with the Liberal Party as the minor partner. 
There is a clear choice at this by-election between a WA Labor Government that puts WA first or Pauline Hanson and Basil Zempilas who only ever put themselves first. That's why our candidate, Georgia Tree, is fighting so hard for her community. She's a fighter who would deliver for Secret Harbour because Secret Harbour deserves to have someone in the room when the decisions are made. The only candidate that will be in that room is Georgia Tree, WA Labor's candidate. So, I now hand you over to Georgia and then Minister King will be able to take further questions.

GEORGIA TREE: Thank you, Premier, and thank you for being here today to launch my campaign for the state's seat of Secret Harbour. It's been overwhelming the amount of support I've had for people all through my life. Friends I've had since primary school and new friends I've made in the Labor Party, family and community members I've met on the doors. What a special experience it's been right in the heart of Secret Harbour. There's two weeks to go. Pre-poll starts on Monday, so people are already voting. Postal votes have already gone out, so I'm going to keep hitting the doors. This afternoon we get back on the hustings, talk to as many people in the community as I can about what WA Labor is delivering for them and what I will do as their representative to be in the room where decisions are made. Any questions?

JOURNALIST: You said in your speech earlier that this campaign has already been a fight. What do you mean by that?

GEORGIA TREE: It's been full on. There's been a lot of scrutiny on me, there's been a lot of media attention that I never would have anticipated. I know by-elections are tough but I think with social media and the 24-hour news cycle, it's a whole different beast these days. So, yeah, it's been a lot but I'm loving it. I'm having such a good time. I'm speaking to community members, and I can't wait to get back onto the hustings this afternoon.

JOURNALIST: How are you planning on spending the next two weeks in the lead-up to polling day?

GEORGIA TREE: So, door knocking this afternoon and making calls and then hopefully going to the footy. Peel Thunder vs West Coast Reserves and I'll be torn as to who to support for that one. And then from Monday when polling opens, we'll be at pre-poll a lot of the time, and then when it's quiet at pre-poll we'll go door knocking as well.

JOURNALIST: And you've already cracked the 12,000 door knocking milestone. Do you have a new milestone to set ahead of the two weeks’ time?

GEORGIA TREE: Yeah. So, unfortunately for us, every time we make a goal, the goal post shifts and we need to do more. So, yeah, so yeah, I think I've said from the get-go, let's knock on every door in the electorate. So, that's my goal. So, let's see if we can do that. I think that's 16,000.

JOURNALIST: Secret Harbour is traditionally quite a safe Labor seat, but this year there's definitely been quite a lot of noise around One Nation. I mean, are you feeling confident?

GEORGIA TREE: As I said by-elections are tough; by-elections are always tough, especially for a government that's been in power for as long as we have. And yeah, there's been a rise of right-wing populism all over the globe. So, we're feeling that, that's for sure. I'm confident in my ability and in WA Labor's ability to talk to people about what we're delivering, and we've got such a great story to tell. But I'm not taking anything for granted.

JOURNALIST: I've seen a few signs recently been put up in the [indistinct] area with just your name, no face on them. Why is that?

GEORGIA TREE: I've seen those signs, yeah, we did some guerrilla painting of signs with the community recently. There's also plenty of signs with my face on them. I'm not focused on posters or signs. I'm focused on talking to people in the community about what I'm delivering.

SPEAKER: Any questions for Georgia?

ROGER COOK: Maddie?

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Thanks, Premier. Thanks, Georgia. Can I just start by saying what a great honour to be here with the Premier, Roger Cook, the WA Labor team, oh, and the family – I see Grant and a few others there. But also my good friend Georgia Tree, the candidate for Secret Harbour. In my personal opinion, having known Georgia for some time and worked with her, she is one of the hardest-working, committed young women I've ever had the pleasure to work. So, good luck, Georgia. We're right with you. 

I just want to make a couple of comments about the Productivity Commission's report into the GST distribution. I want to make it clear to all the voters of Secret Harbour, but especially all Western Australians, that the Albanese Labor Government has your back. 

We will always ensure Western Australia gets its fair share of the GST. We will always support Western Australia's ambitions to be the resources capital not only of this country, but of the world. So, we will always do that. The report itself, I just want to make it very clear that this is an interim report that has come about by a process that was legislated by Scott Morrison and the Liberal Government. So, this is their report, an interim report. There will be a final report coming toward the end of the year. The report itself is not only unbalanced, it is highly speculative and is clearly incorrect. It fails to take account of the enormous contribution Western Australia and Western Australia's resources industry provides to the whole of the nation. As the Premier has said, he and the Prime Minister have spoken, and Western Australia's current arrangements in respect to the GST distribution will remain. The report will be read widely. Read it if you want. It's a bit funny in parts. It's a bit unusual, to say the least. Speculation upon speculation about things that won't happen and that wouldn't have much effect anyway. So, I don't, I don't really, I can't explain the content, but it is out there. And so my personal opinion is unbalanced and quite frankly unreliable to be used in any kind of discussion of this nature.

JOURNALIST: You can always, you always say that fair go, the word fair go, but you can't say that there will be no change at all.

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: The Premier and the Prime Minister have spoken about this.

JOURNALIST: You can't say there's no change at all?

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Hold on. The Premier and the Prime Minister have spoken about this, and the Prime Minister has assured the Premier that there will be no change to the current arrangements in respect of Western Australia. So, that's the same thing, I think, is what you're asking.

JOURNALIST: Are you ruling out any change to the legislation around the GST distribution, though?

MINISTER MADELEINE KING: Well, that legislation, again, was legislation of Scott Morrison's Liberal Government from 2018. We'll go through the report process because that report process itself is legislated. No matter what you think of the report, we have to go through that anyway. So, we will let that run its course and hopefully that'll be the end of that.

ROGER COOK: I want to thank Minister King and the Prime Minister for their steadfast support for Western Australia's share of the GST. The current arrangements are important. They lock in prosperity for the state. They lock in prosperity for the country. Any questions?

JOURNALIST: Thousands of people missed the start of last night's Optus Stadium clash due to train delays. And this isn't the first time. Should the state government consider adding additional train services for weekday games?

ROGER COOK: Yeah, we had a network situation with regards to the train services last night, so I want to apologise to everyone who may have missed the bounce down. We understand that footy finals are coming, so it's an exciting time and everyone wants to get there. The fact of the matter is, is that these games occur at peak hour, so every bus, every train is absolutely deployed. These situations occur from time to time, but I'm very pleased that people were able to get there for the majority of the game.

JOURNALIST: And would you like to add more services ahead of the finals?

ROGER COOK: Oh, look, we'd love to, but as I said, when you have these games that occur at peak hour, people leaving, people already on their commute. Our public transport system is at full deployment. Every train, every bus, every ferry is on the job to get people to the game or to home safely.

JOURNALIST: Just back on GST, will this damage Labor in the by-election?

ROGER COOK: Look, I think people will look to the Prime Minister and the leadership that he has provided in assuring Western Australians that our GST arrangements will remain and they'll be grateful for the Prime Minister supporting WA. So, I said, I spoke to the Prime Minister yesterday. He was very clear in his words that he said WA's situation with regards to the GST will remain. 

Look, I might say, you know, there's other candidates in this election. I want to know where they stand on this. Previously, you've had Pauline Hanson say that WA should give back some of the GST because they've got gas. Recently, she said we shouldn't have a refinery on the west coast because that didn't benefit Sydney motorists. Look, you can't trust that Queenslander. She and Clive Palmer have always been against WA and they're now trying to say, vote for us in this by-election. I think people from Secret Harbour are cleverer than that and they'll spot that sort of sleight of language a mile away

JOURNALIST: WA Labor has been running an ad against One Nation, saying Rod Caddies [Indistinct]. The report saying the only Jewish MP in the state parliament condemned the ad. Do you have any comments about that?

ROGER COOK: Sorry, I didn't understand the question. Could you try that again?

JOURNALIST: Labor is currently running an ad that says One Nation Asian leader, Rod Caddies is as much as the Nazis. The only Jewish MP in parliament condemned the ad. Do you have any comments about that?

ROGER COOK: Oh, look, our campaign is based on facts. The facts are that Basil Zempilas is trying to get a One Nation candidate elected in this by-election. The facts are that Pauline Hanson has voted against Western Australia. She voted against tax cuts, she voted against cheaper childcare, she voted against more housing. She has never stood up for WA. Only WA Labor will stand up for these people of Secret Harbour.

JOURNALIST: Just another one. A former Nationals candidate previously charged over the death of a man in Katanning is now facing fresh fraud charges. What's your reaction to that?

ROGER COOK: Oh, look, I've received some reports in relation to that and of course these matters are before the court, so I don't want to comment on it, but obviously they're very distressing. It's important that people, when they endorse someone to represent the people of Western Australia in an electorate, that they will stand up to that community, that they're a person of great integrity and they're a fighter. That is the reason why we're backing Georgia Tree in the state's Secret Harbour.

JOURNALIST: Will the Prime Minister be sticking around for the by-election?

ROGER COOK: Oh, look, I don't know. I guess it's the honest answer. Obviously, the Prime Minister is welcome to Western Australia. He has come here more often than all the previous four Prime Ministers combined and I welcome him here because he gets WA. He knows that the Western Australia is the engine room of the national economy and that's why he's backing our team and he's backing our state and he's backing our situation when it comes to the GST. Thanks very much, everyone. 

JOURNALIST: Thank you.
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