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SUBJECT/S: Helen Haines

HOST, ROSS SOLLY: Well, Kristy McBain's electorate used to button onto Helen Haines’ electorate. They used to sit side by side. Of course, Kristy is the Member for Eden Monaro and obviously worked alongside Helen Haines. Kristy McBain, good morning to you.

MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, KRISTY MCBAIN: Good morning, Ross.

HOST: You must have been shocked when you heard this news yesterday.

MCBAIN: Yeah, shocked. And I just guess, you know, really sad that this could happen to a parliamentarian who's broadly respected across the political divide. Who's a really diligent, hard working local member of her community. Is someone that consistently puts herself out there to make sure that she's understanding not only what's going on in her own electorate, but working with the government to get briefings, working with the opposition to understand their points of view. And yeah, just really, really shocked and sad.

HOST: I know it's an open topic of conversation amongst MPs about what's happening online and threats and that. Did Helen Haines ever mention to you that she was being targeted or was that just par for the course if you're an MP, Kristy McBain?

MCBAIN: Yeah, look, I think there are definitely parliamentarians, particularly female parliamentarians, that share stories around some of the things that they receive through social media and through email and phone calls. But I don't think anyone understood the true extent of how some people are targeted. And this is going to be a real wake up call for many across the political divide about how important people's words are. They are more than just words. And unfortunately, Helen is now dealing with the consequences of the things that go on on social media, the way in which people feel that they can take their frustrations out on, you know, a whole myriad of topics out on one person – like that person can change somebody's life trajectory. So, I think it will be a real eye opener for many people.

HOST: Have you noticed the change just in the way people are talking with you and contacting you and talking about you? And do you feel threatened at times?

MCBAIN: Oh, look, absolutely. I think the political discourse has changed in the course of the time I've been in politics, and that's only six years. I think we've definitely seen social media change in the way discourse happens. We've got more bots on our social media channels than ever before. We've got real people who believe that they can say whatever they want to on social media. And unfortunately, you see it spillover in real life. We've had death threats phoned in and bomb threats phoned into our office. I've been issued with additional personal security alarms. So, these things are happening, and staff members are the ones dealing with this frequently. But more importantly, we've got family members, you know, they haven't put themselves up for election and sometimes you see those discussions spill over into family members and I think that's particularly wrong.

HOST: How often does that happen? I mean, how often do you- I mean, there's a lot of wackos out there who you just dismiss straight away. But Kristy McBain, how often do you receive a threat that really makes you think, stop and think, oh my god, this person really sounds dangerous?

MCBAIN: Look, I mean, when you're on, you know, when your staff are taking phone calls, those things may happen and they're always reported and frequently they're not from the electorate. But we have seen three people charged with various offences across Eden-Monaro for threats against MPs. I haven't been one of those people that they've made threats against, but you do really consider your movements and where you put yourself. Because I also don't want to put anyone else in harm's way as well. So, you know, you are frequently reviewing travel, you are looking at your modes of travel and how you engage with people. And to be frank, most of those discussions that you're having with people are cordial. You know, you can have sensible discussion and debate, even where you disagree, but sometimes it spills over into more threatening behaviour which is confronting.

HOST: Do politicians need to have a good look at the way they behave, they talk to each other, the way they engage online, et cetera? Is this a moment to stop and think, hang on a moment, I need to be a bit more civil in my discourse as a politician?

MCBAIN: Yeah, look, I think even the Prime Minister has been calling for the temperature to be taken down in Parliament House. He's used the same phrase, you know, for close to a year now. We've all got a responsibility, and we have- not only one in Parliament and in the media, but on social media as well. We've all got to temper our language and be mindful that we can disagree with people in a robust way where we can still get our points across without those being personal attacks.

HOST: Will this change the way you operate? You've got a big electorate, you've got to get, as you say, you've got to get out and about. Do you think this will change or do you want to fight back and just try and keep things as normal as possible.

MCBAIN: Look, I think I will, every now and then, review what I'm doing. But I'm here to represent an electorate and it's okay to have, as I said, respectful disagreements with people. And I try to keep those discussions with people respectful all the time, even where we are disagreeing. I need to do a job which is representing the majority of my constituents. And you've got to go out, you've got to listen, you've got to understand what's going on for people. And so I really hope that this is a moment where we see Australians come together and say we're not importing this type of politics into our country, and we'll conduct ourselves in a better way.

HOST: Enough is enough. Kristy McBain, our thoughts are with everybody this morning involved and all politicians need to be aware. Thank you.
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