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HOST JAYNIE SEAL: Joining us live is Emergency Management Minister Kristy McBain. Minister, thank you as always for joining us. A man of his word, the Prime Minister said in that ad. People are wanting change, but clearly by the polls, including the current one, Prime Minister Albanese is certainly 29% compared to Ms. Hanson, 33% preferred Prime Minister. That's one in three across the country. What's your reaction to that?

MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, KRISTY MCBAIN: Good morning, Jaynie. It's always lovely to be with you. Look, Pauline Hanson's been in Parliament for close to 30 years. She's got to be able to stand on her record and I'm not sure what that looks like at this point in time when she's voted against cost-of-living relief measures, she's voted against wage increases. She's got to explain to the Australian people why she doesn't back them when it comes down to it in a vote in Parliament. Because it's very easy to come up with a slogan. It's much harder to come up with a solution. And at this point in time, I'm not seeing what those solutions are that One Nation is putting forward.

SEAL: We'll certainly see with her address at the National Press Club tomorrow here on Sky News. But in the meantime as well, Minister, I wanted to ask you about the peace deal between the US and Iran that could lead to further relief for the bowser, for Australian motorists. Is your government going to extend the fuel excise?

MCBAIN: Obviously really good news that we're seeing that peace deal being signed, hopefully in the coming hours. It is going to be really important, I think, that we start to see free and fair trade continuing across the Strait of Hormuz. We'll continue to monitor the situation as we've done now for the last four months and see what assistance Australians might need. I think it's really important, I've driven through some of our metropolitan areas and the price of diesel and petrol is much lower there than it is in some of our rural communities, so we'll continue to monitor the situation over the next couple of weeks and there'll be some further announcements made, I'm sure.

SEAL: And I wanted to ask you about AusAlert, the testing that took place around Canberra recently regarding a new cell broadcast national messaging system. What does it do and when is it expected to be rolled out nationwide?

MCBAIN: We've introduced cell broadcast technology to the emergency management system. At the moment, you've got to have access to a telco provider to get a text message and we've seen that fail. In my particular area during the black summer bushfires, we saw thousands of people without an emergency warning because they didn't have access to their telco provider. So, this just requires you to be within range of any service and you will get a message. It's an alert that comes to your phone. We've tested it in the ACT and in Tasmania and we've got tests continuing to roll out in jurisdictions. There'll be a national test on 27 July at 2pm Eastern Standard Time, and you'll get that siren and a little notification on your phone that tells you it is a test. And we will be rolling that out as part of our emergency management system in October this year.

SEAL: All right, Emergency management Minister Kristy McBain, thank you so much.

MCBAIN: Good to be with you. 
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