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E&OE…

KARL STEFANOVIC

I'm joined by Opposition Leader Angus Taylor to discuss. Angus, good morning to you. Thanks for your time this morning. All right, give us the plan.

ANGUS TAYLOR

Well, I said right up front when I took on the leadership Karl that the door must be shut to people who don't believe in our way of life, who want to bring hate and violence from another part of the world to our shores. But it should also, there should also be consequences for those who assist these kinds of people to come back to Australia, to assist to get through the back door that is completely inappropriate. We need to make sure that Australians are protected against those who are associated with terrorist organisations or those who have been in terrorist zones, and there must be consequences for anyone who assists them to come back to Australia. This is reasonable legislation. It's a reasonable proposal, and we want Labor to support it.

KARL STEFANOVIC

So, it wouldn't make any difference here, because these ISIS brides haven't broken any law. How would your changes make any difference?

ANGUS TAYLOR

Well, well, Karl, they have been in designated terrorist hot spots – as far as we know. Now, if Labor wants to tell us they haven't, they should; but as far as we can tell, they have been. And of course, that is a breach of Australian law. What is clear is they've been associated with a death cult, with an Islamist death cult, which is what IS is, we know they have most likely been in these designated terrorist hot spots. We know that is against Australian law, and no one should be assisting them to be repatriated back to our country.

KARL STEFANOVIC

But it stands they haven't been charged with anything. How do you prosecute someone who hasn't broken any law?

ANGUS TAYLOR

Well, assisting them to come back would be a breach of our law. That's the point. 

KARL STEFANOVIC

But if they haven't broken any laws-

ANGUS TAYLOR

We must-

KARL STEFANOVIC

How do you prosecute someone assisting someone who hasn't broken the law?

ANGUS TAYLOR

If someone has been in a designated hot spot, that's the criteria, or is supporting a terrorist organisation, Islamic State, clearly is one of those, then they should not be assisted to come back to our country. I think that is a very reasonable principle. I think most Australians would agree with that Karl, and what we're proposing is this would be a breach of law. That's the whole point. This government is acting as though it can't change the law. It can, and we're proposing here a change to the law, which would make it illegal to do that. It is already illegal for someone to visit a terrorist hot spot or to support a terrorist organisation, and this would extend to anyone who wanted to bring those people back to Australia through the back door. That would also be a crime.

KARL STEFANOVIC

I'm not arguing with the majority of Australians and how they feel about this story. What I'm arguing with is a point of law. If they were, for example, assisted by a US repatriation team, you'll go after the US?

ANGUS TAYLOR

Well, this is our law applies to Australian citizens, of course, Australians, and that's what we're proposing. 

KARL STEFANOVIC

Okay, so-

ANGUS TAYLOR

Breach of the law to do this, we're talking about changing, the whole point here, Karl, is we're talking about changing the law this government refuses to take responsibility for a situation where they say they are not responsible for people who have been associated with terrorist organisations from coming back to this country. Well, they can change the law. We're proposing here, a change to the law. And we have said right from the start, the door must be shut to these people, and there should be no back doors, assisted by Australians, and that's what we're proposing.

KARL STEFANOVIC

So basically, in essence, what you're saying in regards to this particular operation is that you would, you would try and charge or go after a charity organisation like Save the Children. Is that what you're talking about?

ANGUS TAYLOR

Well, we're going after anyone who might assist, someone who has been in a terrorist zone, or who has supported and been part of a terrorist organisation from assisting repatriation. And as I say, I think that's reasonable. Look, we've allowed for exemptions in this legislation, if that is appropriate, but in the circumstances we're seeing right now, it is not appropriate. These people should not be coming back to Australia. The door should be shut and people shouldn't be assisting them to come back to Australia either.

KARL STEFANOVIC

Even if those people haven't been charged with anything?

ANGUS TAYLOR

Well, they will be charged with something. That's the whole point. I mean, Karl, look, as I said, it's completely inappropriate that these people come back. The door must be shut and back door shouldn't be provided by third party.

KARL STEFANOVIC

Okay, it's kind of a moot point, because it's not going to happen on your watch. Meantime, a new blow from President Trump will see a

ANGUS TAYLOR

Can I say, Karl-

KARL STEFANOVIC

Yes, well you’re not in government.

ANGUS TAYLOR

Can I just can I, well, but, but this government should do this. This is a reasonable proposal in the circumstances we're seeing as a country where our way of life is under threat, we've seen a devastating tragedy at North Bondi recently. I think it is absolutely appropriate and reasonable for the government to do it, and if the government doesn't want to do it, they should explain why.

KARL STEFANOVIC

They certainly should be doing something. Meantime, a new blow from President Trump will see us copying a 15% tariff rate given the impact on key industries. You must have a pretty stern message for Donald Trump.

ANGUS TAYLOR

Yeah, I am a believer in getting access to markets in free trade. I think it's enormously important for our manufacturers, for our farmers, for our miners, that they get access to these markets. And we do want to see the freest access we can have. So yes, I'm against tariffs, and I think it is a bad move by the United States, and I'll remain against it.

KARL STEFANOVIC

Good to talk to you, Angus, appreciate your time.
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