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MICHELLE LANDRY
Well, thank you everyone for coming here today, and it's a pleasure to be out at Central Queensland University. We've got Matt Canavan here, the Leader of The Federal Nationals, Donna Kirkland, Member for Rockhampton, Nigel Hutton, Member for Keppel, Llew O'Brien, he is the Envoy for Men and Boys, and Kenrick Tucker. So today it was an opportunity to talk about men's issues. We often talk about, you know, there's a lot of talk about female issues, and people are always saying to us, "Well, what about the men and the boys?” So we've asked a number of different organizations right across the spectrum, from you know different services groups that deal with families constantly, particularly men issues. But also members of the public are welcome to come along also. And so what Llew is doing is, and I'll let him speak about it, but finding ways that when the next federal election comes about, that we can actually work on policies that can help men and boys. When we look at you know suicides, the rate for men is a lot higher, three times higher than females. So it's an important issue, and we hope to get some very good feedback today. So I'll now pass over to Matt Canavan.

MATT CANAVAN

Thank you, Michelle. Look, thanks very much, Michelle, and thank you and your office for helping organize such a special event today. You've outlined why we're here, and I just want to briefly say why I've appointed Llew a special envoy for men and boys. It was one of the very first things I did. The first conversation I had with the Liberal leader Angus Taylor. I asked him that I'd like to see someone appointed to this role because, like Michelle, I hear often the young men in particular, their mums as well, worried that there’s not enough hope and opportunity and direction and support for particularly younger boys and men who are trying to navigate a very complex world. I can think of no one better to fill such a role than Llew O'Brien, a former policeman. He's seen a lot through that career, interacting himself a lot with people in difficult circumstances. 

Sometimes circumstances where they're on the wrong side of the law. He's been very passionate about these issues his whole political career, and I thank him for coming up the road from Gimpie today to be with us. I've asked Llew to get around the country and listen to the issues facing young men and boys, like we will do today, and also come up with a set of policies at the federal level about how we can support these groups. I want to recognize the work that's been done on the grassroots to support young men and boys, particularly things like men's sheds, the stuff Kenrick does with cycling and getting people out and about. We'll hear today from Chris Bennett, who's founded the Walk and Talk Collective here locally, there's a lot of good stuff happening on the ground, grassroots, organic stuff supporting men and boys. 

What I want to see is that they get that support from the federal level to make sure that they take it to the next level, and that we do see a hope and future for men and boys in our community. Also, I recognize the work that Donna Kirkland's doing as Assistant Minister for mental health, and she's doing a lot of stuff in this area. We've got to work all together, federal, state, local. We have some councillors here today, and as I say, with those grassroots organizations to deal with some major problems that face our community. Llew, I'll ask you to say a few words as well. Kenrick as well.

LLEW O’BRIEN

Well, it's great to be here in Rocky with my friend and colleague Michelle, who's such a strong advocate on so many issues. But we've spoken at length on issues relating to the well-being of men, and my leader and good mate Matt Canavan, who appointed me to this position, as he said, is one of the first moves that he made when he became the Leader. This is something of a listening tour. The problems that face men and boys in society are known, but advocacy around the cure for those problems or the solution to solving those problems is something that we haven't been very good at addressing. So the time is right for there to be a position that focuses on men and boys. This is not a zero-sum game in terms of men and women. I actually look at advocacy that women have done, and that's what should inspire men to fix the gaps and the disadvantage that they have. Women have done an incredible job in advocating, and fellers a little bit like getting them to the doctor. They're not the greatest at certain things, and advocating for for themselves is one of those. 

So we have serious issues around education, health, employment, and as was mentioned before, one of the main ones is suicide. You know, as a society, we measure early death by years of life lost, and the calculation by the Institute of Health and Wellbeing shows that more than men lose more than 70 per cent more years than women through premature death, and that is driven by preventable diseases, suicide, industrial accidents. 
There are a whole range of issues that are causing men to die and we need to we really need to step up and see how we can fix that. We need to look at all options and suggestions, and that's why we're here in Rocky today to talk to the people who are actually doing this already. I've seen so much great workers I've got around the country of groups who are bringing men together, getting them to talk, making sure they're supported and that they have the support, and they are in a position to seek the support if they need it. So we're going to be listening to the people of Rocky today, and from that we'll be going forward and developing some really critical policy as we head towards the next election. So thank you very much.

KENRICK TUCKER

Yeah, look, I just when I heard about this, I think it's a fantastic idea. Like men have big egos normally, and they don't talk about their problems, and it's really sad because they bottle them up, and I've been a bit luckier. You know, I've got a group of people I go riding with, and you know everyone has their problems or their weaknesses, and be the same if you like about it. But when you go riding, you find out, oh, so and so's got this problem or an health issue. It's all part of me getting old. This is part of old age. You just have to accept it. Where some people don't talk about it, you know. And also, I'm very lucky. I go on a Saturday morning with a group of blokes, and I was invited into the group, and really fantastic just to go and talk, depending about certain things, you know, your life, your family, and what's going on. 

But certainly, I see it's getting harder for them to realize that you know that they don't have to be perfect. You know, boys especially, you know, so many boys get lost because they sort of have got no, from my perspective, discipline or guidance in their life, and they end up nowhere in life. I mean, I feel very sad for them because you know they never get a job, they just go through life, and then they realize they’ve got nothing. Yeah, I think it's a fantastic thing for doing. And I encourage all men to come and talk about it. It's not a weakness; it's a strength that you can talk about.

JOURNALIST

For Llew, so you've said that you're on this tour talking about this. Where have you been? Where are you going next?

LLEW O’BRIEN

So we've been down to the border of Victoria and New South Wales at Albury-Wodonga. We started off with our consultation down there, which was really informative. I've done a number of meetings around men's sheds in my local area. 

Also been out to the west of New South Wales, in Parkes, Dubbo, and some of those areas, which has been really informative, and different communities have different issues. The demographic of males in those communities is different too. I've got Noosa in my electorate, and I often say when men's sheds are a great example of the local men because they go there and they sort of tailor it to their needs and their personalities. 
And at Noosa, the men's shed is a great spot, and they've got a billiard table and a leather lounge, and I go out to Murgon, and they've got a steam train and a whole bunch of other things. So, as I get around to these areas, there are some consistent messages coming, and that is around men being able to share more readily than what they have. Throughout my time, both in the police and as a member of Parliament, I've made a point of speaking openly about mental health and my mental health journey as a policeman who was diagnosed with PTSD and is now succeeding. 
Well, Matt will tell you whether I'm succeeding or not, but who's doing okay in life, and Matt still manages that. And as Kenrick said before, it's actually a strength to come forward and be able to talk about these things. 

That shows a strong character and someone who can manage and manage hard times. All too often in society, you're penalized for these things, and they're not recognized as strengths when you seek treatment and you get better. 

And unfortunately, what that does, it has an effect of people hiding disease, hiding illnesses that need to be treated. And if they get the treatment, they can go on and do whatever they like, as I have done after my diagnosis. So, we're still in the early stages of consultation. I'm booked in to go further north, and no doubt there'll be a lot more, a lot more of these events where we get to listen to what's working. 
And I do think there is a lot of fragmentation around what men are doing, and I hope that we can identify some consistent programs that are happening, and maybe support them to grow, support them to be established in areas of need. But we do need to do something. We do need to do something, the cohort of young men who are permanently unemployed has grown sevenfold since the early 2000s, and part of the morbidity, part of the problem there, is addiction and mental health. That is a really alarming number. It's up over 35,000 young men, so we need solutions to these problems, and that's what we're going to find.

JOURNALIST

Do you think it's particularly hard for men in regional areas?

LLEW O’BRIEN

I think it's harder for everyone in regional areas. I think the stats show that it's harder for men and women. You know, a lot of the work that is done in regional areas is more hazardous. Isolation and loneliness is a big problem for men and women as you as you go further away from the CBD. So yes, regional areas have definite unique issues. There is there are higher suicide rates. So absolutely, and as The Nationals, we do focus on the regions. But this is a nationwide view that we're taking. 

We're here to help all men and boys with the with the challenges that they face.

JOURNALIST

How important are role models for young men and boys exactly? 

LLEW O’BRIEN

Absolutely important. Good positive role models and good you know where possible a good father. We need to focus on supporting dads to be good dads and to be those good role models. Role models can come in in many varying places, and it could be at a sporting club, it could be a relative, it could be at a at a place of faith, but they are very important, particularly for men, and sorry for boys, and ensuring that we have the right people to to perform those roles is very important.

JOURNALIST

And have you sort of come up with the crux of this issue on that sort of you know listening tour that you've been on. Is there one issue that's standing out to be the main problem?

LLEW O’BRIEN

Well, I think so. In terms of structure and how we go forward, the blueprint has pretty much been designed by women and the women's movement, and it has been extraordinarily effective. 

And as I say, it's something that a person in my position can be inspired by. So ever since 1983, there has been a portfolio of some kind that keeps an eye on metrics of employment, health, and all of those areas where women were seriously disadvantaged. Now we can do, we may do the same thing with men. Have a portfolio, have a Budget statement. Every year there is a women's Budget statement, and that is a good thing. 

That's a really good thing because it keeps an eye on spending, it keeps an eye on programs, it shows the public where things are going in terms of keeping the momentum there for women's progress. It's time I think we looked at that for men as well, so we ensure that the that those illnesses that are preventable, those conditions that are causing men to die young, are being funded, particularly from a federal level, I know I've got a state colleague here. A lot of these federal agreements determine how much the states get, and if the right focus is not there, well, the state hasn't got the adequate funding to deliver the services that may be needed. So, from a federal perspective, it's really important that we identify nationwide where we should be putting the money, and as I'm continually saying, and it's fair that I do, this is not a zero-sum game. This is we just need to lift men's advocacy and men's outcomes, and in no way at the detriment of women.

JOURNALIST

If there's no more questions, we have got a fuel exercise question. 

MATT CANAVAN

Okay. So what I might do is let my colleagues go set up a forum, unless everyone really wants to be hit on analytical issues today, and I'll tackle those. Cool. Okay. Perfect.

JOURNALIST

I guess yeah, just about the impacts of the fuel excise cut ending in regional Queensland?

MATT CANAVAN

Well, look, no one wants to see fuel prices go up, and we have seen them go up, unfortunately, again, even ahead of the removal of the excise cut because of the increased uncertainty and kicking off of more conflict in the Middle East. 
We called for the excise relief first. I think it's Taylor and I, we did so when diesel prices were over $3 a litre. 

It was the right and proper decision to make, and I'm glad the government did heed those calls to provide this relief. We've got a situation right now where prices had come down to more reasonable or familiar levels, at least, and there had been a decision made to remove the excise. Now we're seeing a lot of volatility, and what I think we should do though is stick to the course here because we can't see inflation break out again. 
We can't be providing excise relief all the time because that would just see inflation blow out, and it would take away any gains from a lower petrol price if we have inflation kicking over four or 5 per cent again. So we need a government that maintains discipline here. Now, if petrol prices do go up to those levels where we caused where we called for excise relief, we should consider that. 

But we need to make sure we have the financial capability to provide relief when it's needed, because if we simply don't run a disciplined budget, well, prices will go up across the board, and that will be worse for everybody. 

JOURNALIST

Do you agree with the federal government's decision to end the excise? 

MATT CANAVAN

Yeah. Look, we we've said that this relief was provided for key for a core reason a few months ago that had been removed up until a few weeks ago. We are seeing a lot of uncertainty right now. We cannot have a situation where governments jump its shadows at times like this. We need clear and disciplined leadership. We haven't had that fiscally from this government because they've let their budget blow out last mid-year budget update. Their budget blew out to the tune of over 50 billion dollars, that's what's caused the overlying, underlying, I should say, inflation across our economy. That's what we've got to get rid of and avoid again. Now, look, today we see the president of the United States announce another deal, which has already taken pressure off world oil prices. We are seeing a lot of volatility right now. We need to chart a stable course through this for our country. We do have the capacity to provide more relief in the future if we have a government that restrains spending elsewhere. That should be the focus right now, so we can keep our crowded dry and provide relief if and when needed in the future.

JOURNALIST

In regional Queenslanders, you know, there's more area they cover. Do you think this is going to really impact them negatively?

MATT CANAVAN

Well, no doubt, energy prices across the board hurt us more in regional areas because the greater the distance, the greater the fuel bill. We also have industries that are more heavily impacted by world energy prices. Now, this is the other side of this is that we need a government focused on restoring our own oil sovereignty and capability, our own energy competitiveness again, which has been tragically lost under this government. Energy prices, gas and electricity prices are up 40 per cent since this government came to power. They removed a whole lot of support to develop oil and gas resources across Australia because of their obsessive pursuit with net zero. Now we can't have all sovereignty and net zero at the same time. If we want to make sure that we can control our own sea lanes, that we're not vulnerable to having to have other countries take pity on us, we've got to scrap net zero, and that's why the Liberal and Nationals Party will do that, and we'll focus on developing our own resources again. The Prime Minister has even himself almost admitted defeat on net zero by announcing a feasibility study to an oil refinery last week. But that's not going to do anything unless we develop our own oil and gas resources too. A refinery that relies on imported crude oil doesn't provide extra fruit security for Australians. We need to develop our own resources, and that's where the Liberal and National Party will do it in government. All good. Cheers.

