OFFICIAL


 
THE HON KRISTY MCBAIN MP
MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT, LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TERRITORIES
MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

TRANSCRIPT

E&OE TRANSCRIPT
TV INTERVIEW
ABC NEWS WEEKEND BREAKFAST
SUNDAY, 15 MARCH 2026 
 
SUBJECT/S: Qld and NT flooding, fuel security, Iran

HOST LOIRNA DUNKLEY: Well, several states are bracing for further flooding this weekend after days of intense rain in the Northern Territory, Queensland and northern NSW. A second round of torrential rain is forecast in some areas with those communities already inundated over the past week beginning the cleanup. Joining us now, the Federal Emergency Management Minister, Kristy McBain. Kristy, good morning to you. What's your main concern today?

MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT, LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TERRITORIES AND MEMBER FOR EDEN-MONARO, KRISTY MCBAIN: Good morning. It's good to be with you. Obviously that widespread flooding across Queensland is a significant concern. We've got a number of catchments that are under threat. We've enacted Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements now in more than 50 local government areas across Queensland. And that continues to be a concern. And obviously we are now moving towards recovery in the Northern Territory regions after substantial flooding there as well.

HOST: The Northern Territory Chief Minister wants federal help. Will they get it?

MCBAIN: Yes. We have now enacted additional ADF support in the Katherine region for cleanup. Specifically, they'll be tasked from tomorrow to assist across that region. A number of members of RAAF Tindal Base have already been out helping the community in their own capacity. That will now be formalised through ADF channels.

HOST: Ok, how many are we talking? What's the time frame?

MCBAIN: So, those logistics are being worked out, but they'll be there to assist for the next 10 to 14 days, depending on what is required in that cleanup process. But as I said, a number of those ADF personnel have already been assisting in their own capacities.

HOST: What plans have been put in place in terms of economic help for people who are suffering?

MCBAIN: So, we have enacted the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements across a number of areas in Queensland and the Northern Territory, including personal hardship payments, emergency accommodation in Northern Territory, for example, to assist with those short term recovery needs. In Queensland, we've got a number of packages for primary producers and small businesses. There's freight subsidies for primary producers in parts of Queensland and parts of the Northern territory. And we'll continue to work both with the Queensland and Northern Territory governments on any other requests for assistance. But it's a pretty dynamic situation at this point in time and things have been moving really quickly in that space

HOST: And they are short-term fixes for these people to get back on their feet. What about longer-term investment for these people going forward?

MCBAIN: Yeah, we've through our Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements enacted for the restoration of public assets for a number of local government areas. So, we'll assist with, you know, the restoration of roads and other public infrastructure. But at this point in time, a number of those assessments are still underway, so we don't have an accurate picture of everything that may be required at this point in time. But as I said, our government stands ready to support and assist the Territory and Queensland where it's needed.

HOST: Okay, we'll keep an eye across the weather forecast through the day. I want to ask you, while we've got you as well, about the fuel situation in Australia. It's only going to get worse, isn't it?

MCBAIN: I think it's really disappointing that an international crisis has led to the unfortunate scenes that we've seen here. The price rises up to 50 cents a litre within a short period of time. Knowing that our stocks have still been coming in as normal, it's really important that we see that spot market come back to fruition. Unfortunately, we've seen stocks held and reserved for contracted branded petrol stations. What we want to see is that spot market come back so it can be supplied to independent retailers, to the wholesale market, to get onto farmers and to earth moving businesses in particular. I think our government is working really quickly through releasing additional reserves, but we need to see that spot market come back because that's what's really impacting rural and regional Australia.

HOST: I think what I was getting at, it's not going to get better. What is the longer-term strategic planning. You can't blame motorists for wanting to make sure that they can still get to work, to school, to work on their farms. It is in a month's time when the situation is likely escalating.

MCBAIN: I wasn't blaming motorists or farmers or anyone. I was saying that unfortunately we've seen some of those people on the spot market not supplying rural and regional Australia, which is incredibly disappointing. Obviously, we've got to work within our international community around ensuring that supply still gets out to a range of countries. We've been steadily increasing supply on our own soil now for a number of years, including making sure that we've got more petrol and diesel reserves here than we've had in the last 15 years. But this is obviously a situation that's going to require consistent attention. It's one of the reasons we've coordinated now that National Coordination Mechanism, which brings together state and territory governments, the Federal Government and industry to make sure that we can continue to supply, particularly rural and regional Australia.

HOST: You'll have seen the news this morning, Minister, that three of the Iranian soccer players who had sought refuge in Australia have decided to return and join their teammates, the Iran Sports Ministry saying they resisted psychological warfare, extensive propaganda and seductive offers. How do you feel that your government has handled this?

MCBAIN: I think our government's been very open with the Australian people about the steps that we've taken to ensure that these women in the Iranian soccer team and support staff had every opportunity to make their own decisions in this regard. You know, I think we can all understand propaganda when we see it. And, you know, that statement, I think is one of those things. Our government's been pretty open and transparent with the Australian people about the steps we've taken. But these women have a choice about what they want to do and that's something that's not often afforded to them in their own country.

HOST: Kristy McBain, Emergency Management Minister, thank you so much.

MCBAIN: Thank you.
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