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9 May 2022 

 

Delegation tastes premium Great Southern trade prospects 

A 17-strong international trade delegation experienced a sumptuous taste of the 
Great Southern this week as they explored trade prospects in Western Australia’s 
southern regions. 

More than 25 Great Southern premium food and beverage producers tempted the 
palates of the trade delegates at a buyer matching event at The Dam in Denmark 
on Monday 9 May. 

Great Southern Development Commission (GSDC) Chief Executive Officer 
Natasha Monks said producers reported positive responses to the excellence of 
their goods, which included wines, spirits, meat, seafood, dairy products and 
packaged goods. 

“Bringing buyers into the region is the best way for them to understand the 
provenance and quality of the premium foods and beverages produced here,” Ms 
Monks said. 

“As they begin to appreciate the Great Southern’s many advantages, we hope they 
will create mutually beneficial trade relationships with our producers and add to the 
region’s export growth, as we reconnect WA to the world.” 

The buyers’ mission, the first of its kind in Australia since the nation’s borders 
reopened, also took in highlights of Taste Great Southern. 

Singapore-based trader Wendy Foo said she found at least five companies to work 
with. 

“The south coast is very beautiful and the producers are so proud of their 
products,” Ms Foo said. 

“I could taste the passion for the product.” 

Ms Foo and Japanese buyer Hideo Kikuchi said they both were excited to hear 
about regenerative agriculture and wanted to learn more. 

“Japanese people think we are part of nature and regenerative agriculture is about 
living together with nature,” Mr Kikuchi said. 

“For Japanese people, this part of Australia is a hidden place, but everything has 
been fantastic. 
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“We import Wagyu and Angus beef and we are looking to extend our portfolio,” he 
said. 

The delegates’ trip started in Perth and the Swan Valley, before arriving in the 
Great Southern on Saturday, and moving on to the South West before ending back 
in Perth on Thursday 12 May. 

The trade visit is supported by the Australian Trade and Investment Commission 
(Austrade), Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation, Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional Development, Invest and Trade Western 
Australia, GSDC, South West Development Commission, and Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry WA. 

It is the first major tourism and trade event under the recently announced Great 
Southern Tourism and Trade Partnership, and the expansion of the WA Trade 
Partnership. 

International buyers in the delegation represented the Middle East, UK and Asia. 
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