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Oakover 
2020 Shiraz

There have been some exceptional 
wines in this value for money category 
over the years we have been conducting 
this tasting, but I don’t think there has 
been a better wine than this one. It’s 
part of the dual labels being made 
under the expert gaze of winemaker 

Damian Hutton.
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VALUE
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2 for $25

Miles From Nowhere  
2020 Shiraz Grenache

No mistaking this s from Margaret River. 
Those blackcurrant, bay leaf and black 
olive notes are a  dead giveaway. It’s 
firm and structured but wrapped with 

generous full flavoured ripe fruit. 
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2 for $25

Miles From Nowhere 
2020 Cabernet Sauvignon

An absolutely cracking cabernet from 
Margaret River in this range with real 
polish and style. It’s medium boded with 
a rich succulent fruit base supported by 
a thread of tannin and oak. Under $15, 

you’re kidding me.

92/100
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R
ed wine lovers can rejoice in the
revelation that you don’t have to
break the budget to enjoy a decent
drop.

The standard of wines, from under $15
to the premium end, showcases the
high-quality drops at every pricepoint at
which Australia is producing. 

The best wine overall is the Cherubino
shiraz mataro 2020, a drop sourced from
Larry Cherubino’s, pictured, Riversdale
vineyard in Frankland River. It is a wine
that has Cherubino’s quality and style
stamps all over it. 

It reveals how these two varieties can
work in harmony to produce a distinctive,
richly textured and flavoured wine with
that touch of finesse that makes them
excellent drinking.

Cherubino’s range of wines featured
strong in other categories and makes him
the stand-out performer in the list. 

Within the budget bracket, it was one of
the fast-emerging names in West
Australian wines, Oakover, that came out
on top for best value wine with its

Oakover shiraz 2020. The $14.10 bottle could
easily pass as a $20 one. 

The dominant performer in this same
bracket was Franklin Tate’s Miles from
Nowhere, which had six wines in for
consideration and two in the final list.
Because these wines are of such high
standard, the cabernet and shiraz grenache
came in as joint runners-up.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE LIST 
The list solidifies the emergence of
Frankland River, in our Great Southern, as a
world-class wine region. 

The combination of the exploration of new
clones, changes in the vineyards and a more
sympathetic approach to winemaking to
express the regional qualities has led to
wines of distinction with a high degree of
class.

The other highlight was the strength of
grenache. This variety has made a resurgence
in Australia, as winemakers have adopted
less extractive and harsh techniques to
produce medium-bodied wines that capture
the essential perfumes of the variety. PICKING THE WINNER 

The wines are submitted in four separate
price categories — under $15, $15 to $20, $20
to $25, and $25 to $40, with the prices
based on a standard mark-up and including
all taxes.

Once the wines are put into the price
categories they are divided again into
variety and style.

They were submitted from most of the
major Australian wine regions.

They wines are then assessed on flavour,
balance, how fault-free they are and having
no nasties, no matter what price they are. A
range of different varieties is also chosen to
cater for different tastes.

Top of the drops
From emerging local producers, to great wines

selling for as little as $7, there is a lot to love about
the Top 100 Reds list this year

Cherubino’s
range of

wines
featured
strong in

other
categories.

www.liquorbarons.com.au
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THE WINNERS

Best wine
CHERUBINO OMAGGIO SHIRAZ
MATARO 2020 ($39)
It was quite some shootout for the honour
of the best wine of the tasting. The
Cherubino shiraz mataro comes from
Cherubino’s vineyard at Frankland River.
The fruit qualities are preserved by using
only one and two-year-old oak for
maturation. The palate is highly perfumed
and displays impressive fruit with that
regional ironstone influence. This is positive
sign that Frankland River as a region is
heading towards superstardom that in the
end might just match that of that other
superstar, Margaret River. 96/100

Runner-up
XANADU CABERNET SAUVIGNON
2020 ($38.30)
This exceptional wine just pipped the
Swinney syrah and the Frankland Estate
syrah. They are wonderful wines, but it
was the cellaring potential of the Xanadu
that got me. In fact, if you’re looking for a
value wine to put in the cellar for 15 years
then this baby is just the ticket. It is one of
the finest cabernet for this price category.
The 2020 vintage was excellent and it’s on
full display with the tightly wound fruit
held close with a tannin and fine oak
wrap. The result is vibrant and elegant
with tremendous length. 96/100

Best value wine
OAKOVER SHIRAZ 2020
($14.10)
I don’t think there has been a
better wine in the category
than this one. It’s part of the
dual labels being made under
the expert gaze of winemaker
Damian Hutton. The intention
for Oakover is to deliver great
value and this it does
beautifully. The depth of fruit
is impressive and not
something you normally get
at such a low cost. It was
tasted not long after release
and again for this tasting,
revealing that even budget
priced wines can benefit from
a little extra time in bottle.
93/100

Runners-up
MILES FROM NOWHERE CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2020 ($15)
Under $15, you’re kidding me. A polished
cabernet from Margaret River in this range
with real style. It’s medium-bodied with a
rich succulent fruit base supported by a
touch of tannin and oak. 92/100

MILES FROM NOWHERE SHIRAZ
GRENACHE 2020 ($15)
This is an excellent example of this blend
in this price bracket. It’s vibrant and bright
from the first engagement on the nose.
This is spot on for the blend with the
savoury and slightly meaty shiraz merging
beautifully with the perfumed lift of
grenache. There is wonderful balance of
fruit and oak with the fine sinewy tannins
playing a neat supporting role. 92/100
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Shiraz
OAKOVER SHIRAZ 2020
($14.10)
Brilliant, bright and delicious. 
A good little shiraz. Plummy fruit
and light oak infusion hang in
there with a smooth textured
finish that is long and precise. 
The grainy tannins bring a strong
element of structure to complete 
a solid wine at this price. Tasted
not long after release and then for 
this tasting, showing that even
modestly priced wines benefit
from extra time in bottle. 93/100

WOLF BLASS RED LABEL
SHIRAZ 2021 ($12)
Has all the goodies you want with
this value-for-money young red —
lots of spicy plum and ripe juicy
red fruit characters adding life and
energy in the palate. Always a safe
bet and standby option. 89/100

BROOKLAND VALLEY
VERSE 1 SHIRAZ 2019 ($15)
This is a classy and sophisticated
wine with a pedigree that wouldn’t
be out of place at higher
pricepoints. It’s spicy with a mix of
black fruit and dark chocolate, plus
a sprinkle of pepper. A little blue
fruit emerges with breathing.
91/100

EVANS & TATE GNANGARA
SHIRAZ 2020 ($15)
One of WA’s most recognisable
wines, and one which has been
through a recent rejuvenation. 
This one is fleshy and smooth with 
a peppery earthy character
pervading the fruity mix of juicy
plums and dark chocolate. It’s
balanced and seamlessly structured.
89/100
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This was a brilliant
bracket of value-
for-money wines. 
The consistency
and quality 
of both the fruit 
and winemaking
were designed 
for immediate
drinking.

Cabernet merlot
FOLKLORE CLASSIC RED
CABERNET MERLOT 2019 ($15)
Larry Cherubino doesn’t make dud
wines so when you get one of his at

this pricepoint you just know it’s
going to deliver. The combination 
of fruity blackberry and the edginess
of the bay leaf combining with the
fine silky tannins and subtle oak is
balanced and complete. In fact, it had
eight months in French which makes
a significant contribution to its polish
and feel. 92/100

FERNGROVE WHITE LABEL
CABERNET MERLOT 2020
($15)
It’s hard to beat this blend of cabernet
and merlot from Frankland River. 
It offers everything you want at this
pricepoint. Tonnes of ripe plummy
blackcurrant fruit with a little oak and
supple tannins for support. One of
the big improvers and this wine was
in the mix for the top value for
money gong. 91/100

AMELIA PARK TRELLIS
CABERNET MERLOT 2020
($15)
Not hard to see why this current
drinking gem has held a regular place
in the Top 100 reds in this price
category. Red berry fruit characters
dominate with the balance of chalky
tannins and touch of oak completing
the picture. 91/100

ANDREW PEACE
MASTERPEACE CABERNET
MERLOT 2019 ($10.35)
Fruity and succulent blend from
Victoria. It’s all plump blackberry,
plum and a little licorice. The palate
is bright and lively and it’s
vegan-friendly. Smooth and fleshy
through the medium-weight palate.
89/100

SMITHBROOK RED BLEND
2019 ($15)
A soft and fleshy blend of cabernet
sauvignon, merlot and cabernet franc
that hangs together rather well to
produce a supple, smoothly textured
wine for drinking in the next few
years. Bright and lively with delicious
red berry fruit flavours. 
89/100

Cabernet
sauvignon
MILES FROM NOWHERE
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
2020 ($15)
An absolutely cracking cabernet
from Margaret River in this range
with real polish and style. It’s
medium-boded with a rich
succulent fruit base supported 
by a thread of tannin and oak.
Under $15, you’re kidding me.
92/100

DE BORTOLI DB WINEMAKERS
SELECTION CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2021 ($10.35)
This is a most complete wine for this
price category, but it’s De Bortoli, so
hardly unexpected. Loads of fleshy
blackcurrant fruit expresses on the
nose and palate. Then there is a
defining lift of red cherry which takes
the aromas into another heady level.
Chalky tannins add support. 92/100

GROWERS GATE CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2020 ($14.95)
Delivers from the first sniff of the
enticing black fruit bouquet. It’s got
plenty of fruity palate weight albeit of
medium body with a long-balanced
finish. Faint hint of mint adds to the
aroma profile. 89/100
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Shiraz and grenache blends

MILES FROM NOWHERE
SHIRAZ GRENACHE 2020 ($15)
Wonderful example of this blend in
this price range. Bright and lively
from the first engagement on the
nose. Right on the money for the
blend with the savoury and slightly
meaty shiraz merging beautifully with
the perfumed lift of grenache. Great
balance of fruit and oak with the fine
sinewy tannins playing a neat
supporting role. 92/100

SACRED HILL SHIRAZ
CABERNET 2021 ($7.30)
This little beauty was right in the
mix once again for top honours.
It’s a fruity medium-bodied wine
that works these two varieties
together. It’s lively with a red
jube-like character and very little
oak. This is designed as an
unashamed quaffer ideal for the
barbecue. 89/100

DEEP WOODS EBONY
CABERNET SHIRAZ 2020
($15)
Remarkable that this exceptional
value red wine is still in this
category. Over the years it has
regularly been judged best value
wine and this is another supreme
example of the easy drinking style
that has made it so popular. Spicy
lift to the plush fruits is so
appealing. 92/100

WINNER

BEST
VALUE

RUNNER

UP

BEST
VALUE

RUNNER

UP

BEST
VALUE
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Miles From Nowhere
2020 Shiraz Grenache

What a wonderful example of this blend in this price 
range. This is right on the money for the blend with the 
savoury and slightly meaty shiraz merging beautifully 

with the perfumed lift of grenache. 

ends 31st July 2021. While stocks last. country prices may vary. retail limits apply. pictures for illustration purposes only. No advertising, competitions or specials are available at Liquor Barons Port Hedland.

2 for $25

BEST VALUE

RUNNER UP 

2022

92/100
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top 100REDS
Ray Jordan’s

Miles From Nowhere
2020 Cabernet Sauvignon

An absolutely cracking cabernet from Margaret River in 
this range with real polish and style. It’s medium boded 
with a rich succulent fruit base supported by a thread of 

tannin and oak. Under $15, you’re kidding me.

2 for $25

BEST VALUE

RUNNER UP 

2022

92/100

$1299

OAKOVER
2020 shiraz

There have been some exceptional wines in this value for 
money category over the years we have been conducting this 
tasting, but I don’t think there has been a better wine than this 
one. It’s part of the dual labels being made under the expert 

gaze of winemaker Damian Hutton.

BEST

VALUE 

2022

93/100
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Shiraz
NIKOLA ESTATE SHIRAZ 2020
($19.95) 
This was a super season in WA and
winemaker Damian Hutton has
captured the smooth elegance and
balance that seems to be part of the
vintage. This is a super wine that
delivers on all fronts. Fine chalky
tannins, slightly earthy fruit and just 
a dab of balancing oak combining 
in a wine that is so far out of its price
range in terms of quality. 94/100

BUNKERS GUILLOTINES
SHIRAZ 2020 ($20)
I think this smooth and completely
charming young shiraz is the best
wine I have tasted under this label. It’s
succulent and plush with a smoothly
integrated palate. Impressive for this
price point. 92/100

SALTRAM 1859 BAROSSA
SHIRAZ 2020 ($20)
One of the oldest and most famous
names in the Barossa that still pumps
out a great range of classy wines. This
one ticks all the boxes with its plump
fruit refined with fine tannins and
decent hit of oak in support. Very
long, fine finish. 92/100

PITCHFORK SHIRAZ 2020
($16.95)
Reflects the quality of this vintage.
Highly perfumed aromas of African
violets and cherry. The palate is so
well constructed with flavoursome

fruit balanced with chalky tannins
and light oak treatment. So bright and
lively. Great current drinking. 92/100

GOMERSAL WINES SHIRAZ
2018 ($20)
This Barossa Valley producer has
been one of the most consistent in
the past few years of this tasting. 
And this is another beauty from this
marvellous South Australian vintage.
Packed with typical red fruits,
chocolate and charry flavours with 
a fair strike of American oak. It has
some medium-term cellaring
potential which is pretty good for 
a wine at this price. 92/100

$
1
5
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2
0

Gosh, there were some truly exceptional 
wines in this category which bridges the
divide between simple budget-priced
drinking and slightly more sophisticated
and interesting wines with that extra bit
of polish.

This was a super
season in WA and
winemaker
Damian Hutton
has captured the
smooth elegance
and balance that
seems to be part
of the vintage.
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Cherubino
2020 Omaggio Shiraz Mataro $3999

Stocks of this vintage are very limited, to avoid disappointment visit your local store today

96/100



Cabernet
sauvignon
ANGUS THE BULL CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2019 ($19.95)
Highly aromatic and fruit-driven
cabernet from Central Victoria. Dark
fruit reflected in the colour with a lift
of blackcurrant and spicy plum. Ripe
tannins and a decent hit of oak which
settles in comfortably. 90/100

THE SUM CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2020 ($19)
A classy cabernet from the Great
Southern. When you get good years
like this it comes through even in the
budget price wines. This is part of the
Castelli range so you know it’s going
to be spot on. A mix of blackcurrant
and cedar provide an opening on the
nose that extends into the palate.
Structured and poised. 90/100

| JULY 21, 2022 9
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When you get good years like this it
comes through even in the budget
price wines. The Sum cabernet
sauvignon 2020 is a classy cabernet
from the Great Southern. 

www.liquorbarons.com.au
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Ray Jordan’s

BEST OF

THE BEST

2022
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Pinot noir

YERING STATION LITTLE
YERING PINOT NOIR 2021
($19.95)
From one of the Yarra’s best
producers comes this super little
pinot noir from this excellent
vintage. Black cherry and spices 
with a little ironstone influence. 
The palate is seamless and smooth
with a structure that provides real
purpose to the finish. Mighty good
for this price. 92/100

TREAD SOFTLY PINOT NOIR
2021 ($16)
Opens with an enticing mix of 
cherry and light raspberry on the
nose. There are floral notes with a
subtle meaty, gamey character
beneath. Fine tannins and a little 
oak in support. Has a tight core
which sustains it to a long finish.
90/100

Cabernet merlot
WEST CAPE HOWE CABERNET
MERLOT 2020 ($17)
There have been some very good
budget priced cab merlots from West
Cape Howe over the years, but this
might just about be the best. It’s
brimming with dark chocolaty
blackcurrant fruit with a leafy lift on
the nose. Mid palate is plump and
mouth filling. It is such a good wine
for current drinking. 92/100

DRIFTWOOD THE
COLLECTION CABERNET
MERLOT 2020 ($19.15)
Soft and generous yet with that
unmistakable firm thread of tannin
and understated bay leaf that comes
from the cabernet sauvignon. The
wines of Driftwood have been
improving greatly in recent years and
this, another at a modest price,
demonstrates that. 91/100.

IN REVERIE CABERNET
MERLOT 2020 ($16.75)
This is a beauty. Aromas of 
dried herbs and bay leaf sit over
other fruit-driven notes of mulberry
and blackberry. The palate is more
towards medium bodied but deeply
flavoured with good balance.
Excellent short-term drinking. 
90/100

MAXWELL LITTLE DEMON
CABERNET MERLOT 2019
($20)
Strikes with a lift of red fruits on the
nose, dominated by a perfumed,
slightly confectionary jube-like
raspberry and chocolate character.
The palate is deliciously appealing
with its plummy blackberry compote
working neatly with a liberal amount
of balanced oak. 90/100

WIGNALLS CABERNET
MERLOT 2020 ($19.50)
A fleshy and plump little cab merlot
blend that punches out plenty of
those plummy, spicy notes with deep
black fruits. It’s a medium-bodied
wine designed for drinking in the
short term. 90/100

ALKOOMI CABERNET MERLOT
2020 ($18)
Captures the essence of this super
vintage. It’s full of purpose and drive
with its slightly blue fruit character
complemented with a distinct ferrous
ironstone edge. A sprinkle of dried
herbs to finish, and it’s good to go.
90/100

There have been some very good
budget priced cab merlots from West
Cape Howe over the years, but this
might just about be the best. 
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Shiraz and
grenache blends
DEEP WOODS SHIRAZ ET AL
2020 ($20)
It’s a shiraz malbec and tempranillo
combination. Slightly more robust
and denser than previous vintages,
no doubt a product of the small,
concentrated fruit from the 2020
vintage. Heaps of energetic lively fruit
with firm supporting tannins. Great
wine for pasta dishes with red meat
sauce. I tasted it a few months apart
and found it had come together even
better. 93/100

MADFISH GOLD TURTLE
GRENACHE 2020 ($20)
The guys get the fruit for this
beautifully structured grenache from
the Swan Valley. It makes sense
because most of the State’s best
grenache comes from the Swan, in
particular some of those century-old
gnarly things. Perfumed with enticing
and engaging scents, a smooth
seamless fruit-driven medium weight
palate completes an excellent wine
for current drinking. 91/100
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Most of the State’s best
grenache comes from the
Swan, in particular some
of those century-old
gnarly things.
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Shiraz
SANDALFORD MARGARET
RIVER SHIRAZ 2020 ($25)
One of the very best under this label.
Smooth, textured and bright as a
button throughout. Red fruits with a
sprinkle of dried herbs. Oak is
perfectly weighted to complete the
vibrant bouncy bright fruit characters.
94/100

AD HOC MIDDLE OF
EVERYWHERE SHIRAZ 2019
($22)
Everything about this Great Southern
shiraz screams polish and class. It’s
generous and supremely balanced
with fine chalky tannins, dark fruit,
ironstone and a very long finish. A
complete wine. 93/100

TORZI MATTHEWS SCHIST
ROCK SINGLE VINEYARD
SHIRAZ 2021 ($25)
Has a really regional distinctiveness
about it. Dark chocolaty plum with a
strong savoury influence. Smooth and
perfectly integrated. Dark chocolaty
syrupy prune juice with a dry
ironstone finish. 93/100

FOREST HILL HIGHBURY
FIELDS SHIRAZ 2020 ($24)
This pioneering winery has gone
farther afield from its Denmark and
Mount Barker home to source fruit
from Margaret River to complement
that from Mount Barker. The smooth
plushness of Mount Barker is evident

with the firmer thread of tannins,
while the sinewy firm thread comes
from Margs. Dark chocolate, mocha,
and plenty of dark fruit. 93/100

TEUSNER THE RIEBKE SHIRAZ
2019 ($23.60)
Beautiful example of the Barossa
subregion of Ebenezer. The fruit
comes off old, low yielding vines that
accounts for the density and richness
on the palate. There’s a little prune
and plum fruit characters sitting with
a layer of creamy oak. 93/100

BATTLE OF BOSWORTH
PURITAN SHIRAZ 2021
($20.75)
A back to nature sort of wine, that is
so well made. From organically grown
fruit, with no preservatives and
vegan-friendly. The colour is nearly
opaque with deep dark hues. The
nose is earthy and regional with a
distinct reflection of place. Smooth
chewy palate with delicious,
sumptuous fruit. 92/100

WYNNS COONAWARRA
SHIRAZ 2021 ($25)
Obviously, cabernet is the string suit
of Coonawarra, but when the year is
good, you get shiraz like this. It’s
generous and slightly peppery with
soft palate filling flavours lifted with a
fine lingering acidity. It’s a classic
medium-bodied cool climate shiraz.
92/100

TAYLORS ESTATE SHIRAZ 2019
($22)
Perfumed heady notes on the nose of
this shiraz from the Limestone Coast
and Clare. Cherry plummy notes in
the bouquet with a liqueur chocolate
character. Plush and opulent palate
bursting with fruit. This was a hot
vintage which means you get plenty
of bang for your buck. 90/100

MR RIGGS MR BRIGHTSIDE
PRESERVATIVE FREE SHIRAZ
2021 ($22)
A mighty good preservative-free
shiraz from McLaren Vale. 
It’s plush, soft and slightly juicy 
on the palate. The chalky tannin
thread holds it together perfectly. 
A mouth-filling burst of flavour. 
90/100

$
2
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The strength and quality if the shiraz was the
highlight of this class. Many of the wines could
have easily slotted into the next price bracket. 
At the top of the list was the Hamelin Bay
Rampant Red. A wine that has been consistent
over many years but this from the exceptional
2020 vintage took things to another level of
class and style. 
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Oakover
2020  Shiraz 

$129993/100

Stocks of this vintage are very limited, to avoid disappointment visit your local store today
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Cabernet merlot and malbec

SINGLEFILE CABERNET
SAUVIGNON MERLOT 2020
($25)
Perfumed with delightful merlot
generated fragrances on the nose.
Smooth and seamless structure.
Fine tannins add a chalky edge to
the palate which sits comfortably
with the sweet medium-weight
fruit. 92/100

HAY SHED HILL MORRISON’S
GIFT 2020 ($23.60)
This is a blend of the five major
Bordeaux varieties with cabernet
being the dominant component.
Has a distinctive lift of leafy
menthol which blows off as it
breathes. The palate is smooth and
effortlessly long showing
fine-grained chalky tannins and a
gentle hint of oak. Medium weight
but with excellent fruit intensity.
92/100

CASTELLI ESTATE SILVER
SERIES CABERNET SAUVIGNON
MERLOT 2019 ($25)
Lots to like about this value for money
cabernet merlot blend. The fruit
comes from Frankland and Margaret
River. The merging of the smoothly
rich Frankland and the more assertive
and robust Margaret River makes
sense in a wine like this. Power and
poise at a great price. 91/100

Now under new ownership, this blend from
Lenton Brae has consistently delivered one of
the best examples of this combination in the
value-for-money area.

LENTON BRAE CABERNET
MERLOT 2020 ($24)
Now under new ownership, this
blend from Lenton Brae has
consistently delivered one of the
best examples of this combination in
the value-for-money area. Generous
black fruits with a dollop of
chocolate and fruit cake richness.
Overlay of blackcurrant with some
dried herb characters produce a
slightly savoury meaty character on
the palate. 90/100
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Sittella Tinta Rouge tempranillo 
shiraz grenache has been one of my
favourite go-to current drinking
options since I first tasted it a few
years ago. It’s a tempranillo dominant
blend that is all about simple
enjoyment.
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Pinot noir
RIPOSTE THE DAGGER PINOT
NOIR 2021 ($24)
From veteran Tim Knappstein and
sons. This was a very good season
for pinot in the Adelaide Hills. Cherry
and savoury with a hint of forest
floor complexity. Beautifully textured
smooth palate showing some nice
vanillin notes. Excellent 92/100

CRITTENDEN ESTATE
GEPPETTO PINOT NOIR 2021
($22.35)
Cracking year in Mornington has
helped deliver this classically
structured pinot displaying softness
and power with a firmer purposeful
inner core. Lively and vibrant with
high energy. 92/100

PEOS ESTATE FOUR KINGS
PINOT NOIR 2021 ($24)
You are getting some pretty darned
good pinot for this price. Spicy

raspberry notes on the nose with a
firm structured palate displaying
deeper plummy raspberry flavours.
Floral aromas with a little citrus fruit
complexity emerging as it breathes.
Dry chalky tannins keep it tidy on
the finish. 91/100 

Shiraz grenache
blends
HAMELIN BAY RAMPANT RED
2020 ($24)
There have been some really good
examples of this shiraz, malbec and
cabernet sauvignon blend under this
label but this one is right up there
with the best. A wonderful
expression of vibrant, lively and
beautifully delivered fruit from this
cracking vintage. A perfectly
integrated and seamlessly presented
palate is a feature. As always, brilliant
drinking. 94/100

ROBERT OATLEY GSM
GRENACHE SHIRAZ
MOURVEDRE 2019 ($24.60)
This is from McLaren Vale but is
more in that slightly dusty dried
herbs savoury zone rather than the
simple plump palate filler of this
region. Delivers such a beautiful
palate texture with layers of flavour.
First class. 93/100

SITTELLA TINTA ROUGE
TEMPRANILLO SHIRAZ
GRENACHE 2020 ($22.80)
This has been one of my favourite
go-to current drinking options since 
I first tasted it a few years ago. It’s 
a tempranillo dominant blend that is
all about simple enjoyment. Takes 
its lead from Spain where this type 
of gluggable red is perfect for 
those tapas lunches and the like.
91/100

Grenache
ANGOVE MCLAREN VALE
GRENACHE 2021 ($22)
This is what modern grenache is all
about. Light to medium weight,
fragrant and lively. Lots of raspberry
and spice which is just so grenache.
It’s fruit dominant but with just a
subtle cut of fine chalky tannins.
Beautiful. 94/100

BORRELLO VINEYARDS SWAN
VALLEY GRENACHE 2020
($23.75)
A beautiful example of Swan Valley
grenache made by former Leeuwin
Estate winemaker Paul Atwood, who
has returned to winemaking after a
break. And he’s lost nothing. Fragrant
and light to medium-bodied wine
capturing all that is good with Swan
Valley grenache. 93/10
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Cabernet sauvignon

ROBERT OATLEY SIGNATURE
SERIES CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2019 ($24.60)
No mistaking that this is from
Margaret River. Those blackcurrant,
bay leaf and black olive notes are a
dead giveaway. It’s firm and
structured but wrapped with
generous full-flavoured ripe fruit.
94/100

DOMAINE NATURALISTE
DISCOVERY CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2019 ($25)
A highly scented young cabernet
from Bruce Dukes displaying those
engaging blackcurrant and cedary
characters. It’s a medium to full-
bodied cabernet of elegance and
poise. Grainy tannins and a light
touch of cedar. 92/100
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Other varieties

MR RIGGS MONTEPULCIANO
D’ADELAIDE 2020 ($24.95)
A generous soft and supple red wine
with a bright floral lift on the nose
and a sumptuous palate displaying
savoury spicy characters. Tannins are
sinewy and provide the essential
support. Looks like mostly older oak
with just a spicy dab of new to add
some life. Lovely current drinking
wine and great with pasta. 92/100

MILLBROOK TEMPRANILLO
2020 ($25)
You want a ready to drink, thoroughly
gluggable tempranillo? Well, here’s
your pick. Plush, generous and fruit
driven displaying cherry and plum
flavours and a dollop of chocolate

richness. A little spicy influence and
a dry savour slightly dusty finish.
Nice wine for the short term. 91/100

PIZZINI NONNA GISELLA
SANGIOVESE 2019 ($24)
You won’t get too many sangiovese
of this quality at this price. Savoury
mix of dark chocolate and fleshy red
berry with a little raspberry
dominance. The palate is smooth
and textured with chalky fine
tannins in support. Needless to say,
this Italian variety is perfect with
pasta. 91/100

RUNNING WITH BULLS
TEMPRANILLO 2020 ($23)
Consistently one of my favourite
value-for-money red wines. It really
captures so much about the
engaging drinking qualities of this
variety. This is slightly more sinewy
than some previous examples,
reflecting the vintage. But there is a
lot to like. Has a spicy cola character
on the nose merging into the black
fruits, while the palate delivers with
a plush mix of dark chocolate and
wild berry. Soft and velvety with a
smooth succulent mouth feel.
91/100

Consistently one
of my favourite
value-for-money
red wines,
Running with
Bulls tempranillo
2020 really
captures so
much about the
engaging
drinking qualities
of this variety.

THOMPSON ESTATE 
FOUR CHAMBERS CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2020 ($25)
The Thompson Estate wines are
always impeccably made with great
balance and fruit expression. This is
typically elegant and stylish with the
distinctive regional varietal characters
of black fruits, bay leaf and black olive
nuances. Long fine finish. 92/100

WILLS DOMAIN MYSTIC
SPRING CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2020 ($25) 
One of the best wines yet under 
this value-for-money label within 
the Wills Domain range. It’s
generously fruity with dominant
blackcurrant, backed by dry, 
sinewy tannins and fine dusty 
oak. Balanced. 91/100

DEVIL’S LAIR THE HIDDEN
CAVE CABERNET SAUVIGNON
2020 ($23)
Always a terrific value-for-money
cabernet. This one is bursting with
leafy dark fruit displaying lots of
blackcurrant and subtle graphite
characters. Dark chocolate and ripe
plum and blackberry adds a degree
of palate richness. 92/100
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Shiraz/syrah
KERRIGAN + BERRY SHIRAZ
2018 ($36.70)
Frankland River in a super year; 
what more could you want? What you
get is a super wine displaying all the
seamless elegance and flavour
intensity of this great shiraz region.
Super saturated intensity of dark spicy
plum, licorice and dark chocolate.
Bright and brilliant with about 45 per
cent new oak to get everything in the
right zone and balance. 96/100

SWINNEY SYRAH 2020 ($40)
Wow. The colour will get you in
immediately. Deep and dark with
bright crimson hues. The nose is so
seductive and engaging. Plum and
spices with a fragrant hint of lavender.
The palate is so brilliant. Smooth, rich,
and concentrated yet with finesse and
subtle expression as those spices and
dried herbs lift and brighten the
deeper plum fruit intensity. 96/100

FRANKLAND ESTATE SHIRAZ
2020 ($32)
One of the very best under this label.
OK, the vintage was excellent. But the
approach to producing a wine that is
truly reflective of place has been a
resounding success. On the nose and
palate, you get that ironstone ferrous
intrigue that comes directly from
these ancient soils. The balance
between the sweet medium weight
fruit and those ironstone characters is
what really makes this wine
exceptional. 96/100

THE YARD RIVERSDALE
SHIRAZ 2020 ($35)
The shiraz off this and other
Frankland River vineyards is
extraordinary, and this is the perfect
example. I love the fruit weight and
texture with those fine firm chalky
tannins. A trace of ironstone
complexity. 95/100

MILLBROOK SHIRAZ VIOGNIER
2020 ($40)
Wow, there is plenty happening here.
It’s dark and almost opaque in colour.

Comes off a small vineyard on the
estate which is very low-yielding.
That accounts for the concentration
and fruit power. The viognier is
hidden at first but then merges with
its spicy ginger and orange peel
character. 95/100

HOWARD PARK LIMITED
EDITION SCOTSDALE SHIRAZ
2017 ($40) 
What a delightful example of Great
Southern shiraz. Medium weight
with a spicy, meaty and slightly
vanillin character on the nose which
extends into the palate. Smoothly
textured with great tannin structure
and such fine and subtle oak
integration. Has a smooth satiny
glossy finish on the palate. 94/100

MOUNT LANGI GHIRAN CLIFF
EDGE SHIRAZ 2019 ($33.50)
This exquisite example of a cool
climate shiraz comes from Victoria’s
Grampians. It’s very much about
purity and clarity with a beautifully
precise and finely defined palate.
Has a lift of spicy bright against a
backdrop of red fruit. 93/100

FOREST HILL SHIRAZ 2020
($32)
Incredibly deep dark colour. It’s
plush and generous but with a firm
tight core in support. The fruit
comes from several sites including
the important 1985 planted Block 9.
Has a compelling and engaging dry
earth, mulberry dark plum mix.
Bright and lively with grainy tannins.
93/100

SINGLEFILE SINGLE
VINEYARD FRANKLAND
RIVER SHIRAZ 2020 ($39)
What a gorgeously elegant and
refined example of Frankland shiraz.
This just gets everything in the right
place in a wonderful showcase of
the region’s shiraz. Seamless, chalky
tannins with a little chocolate and
primary mulberry plum additions.
95/100
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This has to be one of the best collections of
wines ever assembled in this price range. At the
top was Cherubino’s Omaggio shiraz mataro,
which shows the combination of super fruit and
classy winemaking.

Cabernet merlot and malbec

AMELIA PARK CABERNET
MERLOT 2020 ($35)
Another cracking wine from
Jeremy Gordon. Has those bright
aromatic scents of violets and
mulberry with subtle meaty
savoury notes, but then there is
richness beneath with dark fruits
and a little graphite character.
Such a refined and poised wine.
95/100

VOYAGER ESTATE GIRT BY
SEA CABERNET MERLOT 2020
($28)
Mighty good wine for this price.
Clearly the vintage has influenced it
because it was a cracker in Margaret
River. But the mature gravelly
influenced vineyards of the Stevens
Valley also contribute. Has a bright
and lively red berry character
supported by fine chalky tannins
and a well-managed oak integration.
Balanced and poised in its more
medium-bodied style, which is
perfectly suited for drinking over the
next few years. 94/100

What a delightful example of Great
Southern shiraz, Howard Park Limited
Edition Scotsdale shiraz 2017.
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MOSS WOOD AMY’S BLEND
2020 ($35.10)
A blend of cabernet sauvignon,
malbec, merlot and petit verdot. Just
gorgeous from the start through to its
exceptionally refined and long palate
finish. Strikes such a good balance
between fruit and oak with a red fruit
dominance supported with a chalky
mouth feel. 94/100

VASSE FELIX FILIUS
CABERNET MERLOT 2020
($29)
As always, superbly crafted by
winemaker Virginia Willcock. This is 
a serious cab merlot with structure
and poise while displaying that
compelling mix of blackcurrant and
graphite with leafy varietal lift.
92/100

Cabernet sauvignon

XANADU CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2020 ($38.30)
Such a sophisticated cabernet for
this price category. Previous
vintages have collected gold medal
and trophies around the country.
The 2020 vintage was superb and
it’s on display here with the tightly
wound fruit held close with a
tannin and fine oak wrap. Bright
and elegant with tremendous
length. 96/100

HARDY HRB CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2018 ($35)
Superb cabernet displaying
beautiful varietal and structural
characters. There’s blackcurrant,
mulberry and cedar with a black
olive and slightly minty chocolate
thing happening. Polished and
poised. 95/100

ROSABROOK DEAR FATHER
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
2019 ($35)
The Dear Father is the name 
of a rose. This has a really nice
aromatic cabernet varietal
character. It’s a blend of two clones
with the merging of all French oak
with sinewy tannins creating a
tight middle palate core. There’s a
slightly licorice wet cement
character and it’s all about dark
fruit. Has a bright vibrant mouth
feel. 94/100 

CAPEL VALE REGIONAL
SERIES CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2020 ($27)
One of the finest yet under this
label. Has impeccable balance and
poise with astute use of oak
complementing the seductively
flavoured fruit and fine chalky
tannins. It’s elegant and refined
with a medium-bodied palate that
extends effortlessly to a long
finish. 94/100

DOMAINE NATURALISTE
REBUS CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2018 ($35)
Blackcurrant, bay leaf and black
olive with a slightly richer
plushness of mulberry. Firm
tannin and nice oak treatment.
This is a classy polished and
refined cabernet. 94/100

CASTELLI CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2018 ($38)
This seamlessly integrated
high-class cabernet comes from
Frankland River in one of the great
WA vintages. It’s generous and
firm at the same time with deep
inner power that takes it to a very
long finish. 93/100

FLAMETREE CABERNET
SAUVIGNON 2020 ($40)
A refined and expressive Margaret
River cabernet which shows the
varietal expression of this variety
in Margaret River. Violets, dark
chocolate and blackcurrant with a
lifted leafy character. Still quite
tight and will benefit from
extended cellaring of at least 10
years. 93/100
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As always, superbly crafted by winemaker
Virginia Willcock. Vasse Felix Filius cabernet
merlot 2020 is a serious cab merlot with
structure and poise.

RUNNER

UP

BEST
WINE
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The other varietal highlight was grenache.
There were some brilliant grenache in here
and it was a tough task to whittle them
down to the final list. The quality of the
grenache illustrates how winemakers have
redefined this variety in Australia, and it’s
little wonder that it has become such a
popular wine.

Pinot noir

COLDSTREAM HILLS PINOT
NOIR 2021 ($35)
Talk about consistent. Andrew
Fleming and his team consistently
turn out first rate pinots from the
Yarra Valley. This is light-bodied but
with layered complexity and palate
energy. Savoury with a subtle
truffle-like underlay. Tremendous
depth and intensity. 94/100

DALRYMPLE VINEYARDS
PINOT NOIR 2021 ($39)
A remarkably complex pinot noir
displaying distinct forest floor
earthy funk throughout. There’s
dark chocolate and black cherry
merging under a seamless umbrella
of oak and tannin. Has a smooth
velvety texture but there is serious
structural intent here. 94/100

This extraordinary and beautiful wine
comes from Cherubino’s Riversdale
vineyard at Frankland River. 
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Grenache
NIKOLA ESTATE GRENACHE
2021 ($30)
Winemaker Damian Hutton gets the
fruit for this exceptional grenache
from Geographe. It ticks every box for
the modern style of grenache.
Medium-bodied, fragrant and just so
appealing to drink. 95/100

SWINNEY GRENACHE 2020
($40)
Fragrant and highly scented red fruits
displaying subtle raspberry and light
musky nuances. The palate combines
the elegance and restraint that comes
with the best of these varieties.
Chalky tannin infusion with fine oak
in support of the medium weight
fruit. Vibrant and lively with good
medium-term cellaring. 93/100

YALUMBA VINE VALE
GRENACHE 2020 ($40)
This comes from a tiny block of
grenache in the Barossa that
consistently produces this lovely,
elegant grenache. Has wonderful
weight and texture with a subtle
raspberry confectionary character
that sits with other savoury dried
herb characters. Engaging and high
energy palate. 93/100

KILIKANOON PRODIGAL
GRENACHE 2019 ($40)
These guys are doing many and
wonderful things with an impressive
range of wines. This an example. It
comes from the sub-region of
Watervale. It’s off dry grown fruit and
is made in the modern Aussie style,
which is fragrant and spicy and
medium weight. Love it. 93/100

PEPPERJACK MCLAREN VALE
GRENACHE 2021 ($25)
Has it all. Ripe fruit delivered with
finesse. Cherry and mulberry aromas
with a trace of rose petal and garden
bed earthiness. It’s bright and lively.
Love McLaren Vale grenache. 92/100

Grenache/
shiraz/mataro
CHERUBINO OMAGGIO
SHIRAZ MATARO 2020 ($39)
This extraordinary and beautiful
wine comes from Cherubino’s
Riversdale vineyard at Frankland
River. The aim is to preserve the
fruit qualities and therefore only
one and two-year-old oak is used
for maturation. Highly perfumed
with a palate that displays
excellent fruit with that regional
ironstone influence. 96/100

EVANS & TATE SINGLE
VINEYARD SHIRAZ
CABERNET 2020 ($35)
From the start this is a captivating
blend. Scented notes of violets
and red berry strike immediately.
The palate is a sumptuous feast 
of fruit with a complex savoury
dark chocolate addition. Retains 
a smooth and refined palate
structure. 95/100

TEUSNER JOSHUA 2021
($30.95)
This is a blend of grenache, mataro
and shiraz from very old Barossa
vines. Has been structured to
maintain its medium-bodied and
effortless refined palate. Really
bounces off the palate with so
much fruit intensity. 93/100

LAISSEZ FAIRE IV 2021
($34)
This is an interesting blend of
counoise mataro, shiraz and
grenache from Frankland River.
Very little was added during the
winemaking so it’s vegan-friendly
and wasn’t filtered. Medium-
bodied with lifted scents of red
fruit on the nose. The palate has 
a dried herb influence on the
bright red fruit flavours. 92/100
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YANGARRA ESTATE VINEYARD
NOIR 2021 ($30)
I’ve loved this exotic combination
since I first tasted an earlier vintage. It
strikes out initially with a seductive
perfumed aromatic bouquet
emanating from six different varieties
— grenache mourvedre shiraz,
cinsault, carignan and counoise.
Highly scented with a pure palate
expression of texture and finesse. So
much brightness and energy. 95/100

MITOLO SCYLLA NERO
D’AVOLA 2021 ($39)
A great example of this Sicilian
variety. The trouble with nero is that
it is often allowed to get too ripe, but
when it’s picked at the optimum time
and in balance you get wine of
finesse and elegance, like this one.
94/100

FERNGROVE KING MALBEC
2020 ($38)
In some years, this malbec goes into
rarefied air and this is one of those. It
has all the bright, juicy red fruit of the
variety with another dimension in
structure and power. 94/100

WILLOW BRIDGE SOLANA
TEMPRANILLO 2020 ($30)
This has always been a very good
tempranillo for this Geographe
producer but this one shows how
important vintage is. Makes a
significant leap from the 2019 with
more flesh and opulence but still with
the structure and control to focus a
long finish. 93/100GIANT STEPS YARRA VALLEY

PINOT NOIR 2021 ($40)
After some challenges in summer the
long, slow ripening period took over
to produce fruit of exceptional quality.
It received just a small amount of new
oak but it was important in adding a
spicy bright lift on the nose and the
palate. Subtle spicy raspberry notes
with a little black cherry underlay. The
palate is medium to light-bodied but
with great poise and purpose. Those
chalky fine tannins add so much.
Long controlled palate. Will benefit
from cellaring time. 93/100 

YERING STATION PINOT
NOIR 2021 ($38.30)
A light to medium-bodied pinot
noir delivering a bright and vibrant
palate. Red berry truffle oil
characters on the nose with a
slightly ferruginous character. A
silky bright palate with a balance
between the oak and the fine
chalky thread of tannins. Very long
finish. This makes a statement
about pinot. 93/100

DEVIL’S CORNER RESOLUTION
PINOT NOIR 2019 ($34)
Beautiful pinot from this vineyard in
Tasmania which Victoria’s Brown
Brothers launched as part of a push
into Tassie some years ago. It’s worked
so well with this combination of
fleshy soft fruit and a firm spine, it’s a
perfect expression of pinot noir. It’s
savoury and spicy with vibrant
energised red fruit. 92/100
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CHERUBINO
2020 OMAGGIO Shiraz MATARO

The Cherubino shiraz mataro comes from his 
Cherubino’s Riversdale vineyard at Frankland 
River. This is confirming sign that the a region is 
heading towards superstardom that in the end 
might just match that of that other superstar, 

Margaret River.

$3999

DEEP WOODS ESTATE
2020 Shiraz ET AL

ends 31st JULY 2022. While stocks last. country prices may vary. retail limits apply. pictures for illustration purposes only. No advertising, competitions or specials are available at Liquor Barons Port Hedland.
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Ray Jordan’s

It’s a shiraz malbec and tempranillo 
combination. Slightly more robust and denser 
than previous vintages, no doubt a product 
of the small, concentrated fruit from the ‘20 
vintage. Heaps of energetic lively fruit with 

firm supporting tannins. 

$1999

BEST OF
THE BEST

2022
BEST VALUE

$15 - $20

2022

93/100 96/100

$1999

Robert Oatley
2020 Signature Cabernet Sauvignon

No mistaking this s from Margaret River. 
Those blackcurrant, bay leaf and black olive 
notes are a  dead giveaway. It’s firm and 
structured but wrapped with generous full 

flavoured ripe fruit. 

BEST VALUE

$20 - $25

2022

94/100


