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INTRODUCTION
1.1

PROJECT BACKGROUND AND LOCATION

The Parker Range (Mt Caudan) Iron Ore Project (PRIOP) was acquired by Mineral Resources Limited (MRL) (through
Polaris Metals Pty Ltd, a 100% owned Subsidiary of MRL) from Cazaly Iron Pty Ltd (Cazaly) in August 2019.
The PRIOP comprises 887 ha of mining tenements located, approximately 15km south-east of Marvel Loch and 52
km south of Southern Cross in the Shire of Yilgarn, Western Australia. Figure 1 details the geographic location of
the PRIOP.
Mining commenced at the PRIOP in July 2021. The PRIOP has an estimated mine life of 6 years and will utilise
conventional open pit mining method to extract up to 5 million tonnes per annum (mtpa) of ore. The project is
anticipated to disturb a total area of approximately 350 hectares (ha).

1.2

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AND BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION ACT APPROVAL 2010/5435

Under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), Cazaly was granted Approval
2010/5435 (the Approval) on 3 November 2011. The Approval authorises ‘the development of an open cut iron ore
operation at the Mount Caudan and Rainmaker Iron Ore deposits, located approximately 52 km south-south east
of Southern Cross in the Yilgarn Iron Ore Providence of Western Australia’.
After the Project was acquired by MRL from Cazaly, the Approval and all condition obligations were transferred on
25 November 2019. Since gaining ownership, MRL has extended the effect of the Approval until 14 September
2041, and made variations to a number of conditions and definitions. Variations to the Approval were authorised
by the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE) on 17 July 2020 and 26 August 2021.
The Approval contains requirements in relations to rare flora and fauna in the vicinity of the Project. This includes
the obligation to undertake baseline flora surveys and to establish a monitoring plan for local Isopogon robustus. It
also highlights the need and establishment of a Malleefowl management plan.

1.3

ANNUAL COMPLIANCE ASSESSMENT REPORT

This Annual Compliance Report was prepared in accordance with the Approval conditions for the period of 23 July
2020 to 22 July 2021. The report is endorsed by Scott Oakley, General Manager – Iron Ore, MRL. Polaris Metals
Pty Ltd Australian Company Number (ACN) is 085 223 570.
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FIGURE 1 LOCATION OF THE PARKER RANGE IRON ORE OPERATIONS
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2. PROJECT STATUS
DAWE were notified on 24 July 2020 by MRL that substantial commencement of the PRIOP had commenced on 23
July 2020.
To date a total of 169.9 ha has been cleared across the approved area at the Project to establish the open pits,
waste dump, evaporation pond, crusher pad, run of the mine (ROM) pad / stockpile area, turkey’s nest and other
miscellaneous mine activities. Figure 2 displays the total disturbance completed at PRIOP to date.
The Emu Proof Fence Road which connects PRIOP to the Great Eastern Highway has been upgraded to bitumen by
Crushing Services International (CSI) (a 100% owned Subsidiary of MRL). The Parker Range Diversion Road was also
constructed to divert the public around the project, as the original public road ran through the mining operations.
Mined ore is currently dumped onto grade based fingers on the ROM pad, prior to being hauled by road to MRL’s
nearby Carina Iron Ore Project (Carina) for crushing and screening. Once processed, the ore is transported via rail
to Esperance for exporting to international buyers. A total of 4,548 Kt of waste rock has been stockpiled to date in
the Waste Dump located east of the pits.
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FIGURE 2 CLEARED AREA
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3. COMPLIANCE
3.1

NON-COMPLIANCE AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

The ACAR was due for submission on 18 October 2021, however an administration error meant this document was
not submitted to the Department until 29 October 2021. The late submission has been highlighted as a minor noncompliance against condition 10 which states that the report must be published within 60 business days following
the relevant 12 month period. MRL will conduct an internal review to ensure all future compliance reporting related
to the Approval is submitted in accordance with the relevant timeframes.

3.2

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

MRL has outlined compliance with all conditions of EPBC 2010/5435 for the 2020-21 reporting period in Table 1 of
Appendix B and a Declaration of Accuracy – EPBC 2010/5435 is provided in Appendix A.

Printed copies of this document are not controlled. Please ensure that this is the latest available version before use.
ISSUE DATE: 29 / 10 / 2021

Report Reference: ENV-TS-RP-0335-Rev 0

6

Parker Range | 2021 Annual Compliance Report EPBC Approval 2010/5435

4. DETAILS OF DECLARED COMPLIANCE STATUS
An assessment and evidence of MRL’s compliance to the Approval over the reporting period is provided in Table 1
of Appendix B.
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APPENDIX B – ASSESSMENT OF COMPLIANCE EPBC 2010/5435 AUDIT TABLE
TABLE 1 STATUS OF COMPLIANCE WITH CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL EPBC 2010/5435
No.

Condition

Status

Evidence

1

Prior to the commencement of operations the person taking the action must complete
baseline flora surveys to determine the extent of Isopogon robustus within 350m of the
location of the action. The surveys must be undertaken by a qualified botanist and results
submitted to the Department prior to the commencement of operations.

Compliant

The PRIOP commenced on 23 July 2020.
A baseline flora survey of Isopogon robustus in the vicinity of the
Project was conducted by qualified botanists from Phoenix
Consulting in May 2020.
Refer to Section 1.6.2 of the PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435
Significant Flora Monitoring and Management Plan found in
Appendix C which states in details how the requirements for
Condition 1 have been met. A summary of findings from the
targeted search found:
•
•
•
•

Desktop review of habitat identified 65 potential
locations with a 350m buffer of the project.
Field inspection of the 65 potential sites identified no
new populations.
155 new plants were identified when searches of
surrounding areas of known populations was conducted.
Boundaries of known populations were extended as a
result.

The findings were submitted to the Department before
operations commenced on 17 June 2020.
2

In order to protect Isopogon robustus from impacts associated with the project, prior to
commencement, the person taking the action must submit for the Minister's approval an
Isopogon robustus Monitoring Plan. This plan must include:

Compliant

The Isopogon robustus monitoring is managed as part of the
PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435 Significant Flora Monitoring
and Management Plan in Appendix 2, which was approved by the
Department on the 18 July 2020.
Refer to Table 5 of the PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435
Significant Flora Monitoring and Management Plan for an outline
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No.

Condition

Status

Evidence
of which sections detail how the requirements of Condition 2
have been met.

Compliant

The objective of the plan is to assess the impact of the PRIOP on
the adjacent Isopogon robustus populations. To assess this a
baseline survey was conducted to determine the pre-mining
health of these plant. Annually in spring of each year the plant
health is assessed again to determine if overall health is declining,
improving or remaining consist.

b) a summary of the results of the completed baseline flora surveys;

Compliant

A summary of the results of the Baseline flora surveys is detailed
in the PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435 Significant Flora
Monitoring and Management Plan in Appendix 2. Section 1.8
presents the findings and summarised in Table 13 and 14.

c)

details of the parameters that will be used to measure the health and abundance of
Isopogon robustus within 350 metres of the location of the action and to detect any
decline and determine its rate;

Compliant

Section 2.2 of the PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435 Significant
Flora Monitoring and Management Plan details the parameters
to measure health.

d) specifications of proposed trigger levels and the management measures and their
timing and responsibilities to mitigate and avoid adverse impacts to the Isopogon
robustus, including the management and reduction of known threats to the species
(such as invasive species); and

Compliant

Specifications and proposed trigger levels are discussed in section
1.11 of the PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435 Significant Flora
Monitoring and Management Plan

e)

Compliant

Dust is assessed monthly with dust deposition gauges that are set
up at the Isopogon robustus quadrants and annually during the
plant health assessment survey.

Compliant

Substantial commencement did not occur until 23 July 2020 as
acknowledged by the Department in the letter dated 24 July
2020.

a)

the desired outcomes/objectives of implementing the plan;

measures to monitor and manage relevant dust parameters.

The person taking the action must not commence unless the Isopogon robustus Monitoring
Plan has been approved in writing by the Minister. The approved Isopogon robustus
Monitoring Plan must be implemented
3

Revoked
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No.

Condition

Status

Evidence

4

Prior to commencement of operations the person taking the action must submit for the
Minister’s approval a Malleefowl Management Plan. This plan must include:

Compliant

The PRIOP commenced on 23 July 2020.
A specific Malleefowl Management Plan has been incorporated
into the PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435 Significant Fauna
Management Plan found in Appendix D, which was approved by
the Department initially on 18 July 2020. The latest approved
revision (5) was approved on the 16 November 2020.
Refer to Table 4 of the PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435
Significant Fauna Management Plan which outlines the sections
of the document detailing how the requirements of Condition 4
have been meet.

a)

the desired outcomes/objectives of implementing the plan;

Compliant

The desired outcomes and objectives of the Plan are detailed in
the PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435 Significant Fauna
Management Plan under section 2.1.

b) details of a monitoring program to be implemented within 1 km of the location of the
action;

Compliant

The detail of the monitoring program are detailed in section 2.2
of the PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435 Significant Fauna
Management Plan.

c)

Compliant

Parties responsible for the monitoring are identified in section 2.1
and 2.2 of the PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435 Significant
Fauna Management Plan.

d) management actions relating to the Malleefowl and its habitat value, including weed
control, fire management, feral animal control, traffic management and restrictions
on access;

Compliant

Section 2.1 of the PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435 Significant
Fauna Management Plan provide the details of management
actions.

e)

Compliant

The Malleefowl long term monitoring program is identified in
section 2.1 and 2.2 of PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435
Significant Fauna Management Plan.

details of parties responsible for monitoring;

a long-term monitoring program to measure the presence of Malleefowl, and any
population changes, within a 1km radius of the project area; and
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No.

5

Condition

Status

Evidence

f)

management measures that will be implemented if monitoring indicates a decline in
the Malleefowl population within 1km of the location of the action.

Compliant

Contingency responses and corrective actions are discussed in
Section 3 of PRIOP MS 892 and EPBC 2010/5435 Significant Fauna
Management Plan.

The person taking the action must not commence operations unless the Malleefowl
Monitoring Plan has been approved in writing by the Minister. The approved Malleefowl
Management Plan must be implemented.

Compliant

Substantial commencement did not occur until 23 July 2020 as
acknowledged by the Department in the letter dated 24 July
2020.

To offset impacts to the Malleefowl, the person taking the action must implement a Fauna
Offsets Strategy which includes details of how the person taking the action will achieve the
following objectives:

Compliant

The original Parker Range Offset Strategy was approved for
implementation by DAWE on 18 July 2020, prior to
commencement of operations.

a) delivery of an offset area(s) with no less than 630 ha of Malleefowl habitat;
b) delivery of an environmentally responsible offset scheme with a minimum standard of
‘net conservation benefit’;
c) achievement of positive and long-term environmental benefits;
d) building on success, appropriate application of science, effective partnership
arrangements and effecting positive change to the environment;
e) strategic acquisition of offset areas for conservation, restoration, study and research;
and
f) Commitment to secure any offset areas that are acquired through a legally binding
conservation mechanism approved by the Minister.

Subsequently, the Parker Range Iron Ore Project Offset
Management Plan (Rev 2), dated 1 October 2021 and the revised
Parker Range Iron Ore Project Fauna Offset Strategy (Rev 2),
dated 7 October 2021 were approved for implementation by
DAWE on 13 October 2021.

The person taking the action must not commence operations unless the Fauna Offset
Strategy has been approved in writing by the Minister. The person taking the action must
implement the approved Fauna Offset Strategy.
5A

The approval holder must submit for the approval of the Minister, an Offset Management
Plan, by 31 August 2021. The Offset Management Plan must be prepared in accordance
with the EPBC Act Environmental Offsets Policy and Environmental Management Plan
Guidelines and include:
a)

confirmation of the legally binding conservation mechanism for the protection of the
offset area(s);

Compliant

The original Parker Range Offset Strategy was approved for
implementation by DAWE on 18 July 2020, prior to
commencement of operations. Following approval of the Offset
Strategy, an Offsets Management Plan (OMP) was required to be
developed in accordance with this Condition.
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No.

Condition

Status

b) a description of the proposed management measures and rehabilitation activities to
be implemented on the offset area(s), including parties responsible for undertaking
the proposed management measures and rehabilitation activities;
c) performance and completion criteria for evaluating the management of the offset
area(s), as well as outcomes/objectives to be achieved and criteria for triggering
remedial action (if necessary);
d) details of the timelines to monitor and report on the effectiveness of management
measures and rehabilitation activities, and progress against performance and
completion criteria, and to detect triggers for remedial action; and
e) a description of potential risks to the successful implementation of the plan, and a
description of the contingency measures that will be implemented to mitigate against
these risks, including a commitment to secure an additional offset area(s) if:
I.
Malleefowl are not present on the offset area(s) by 5 years after the approval of
the Fauna Offsets Strategy; or
II.
Final rehabilitation performance criteria specified in the Offset Management Plan
are not met by 10 years after the approval of the Fauna Offsets Strategy

Evidence
The Parker Range Iron Ore Project Offset Management Plan (Rev
2), dated 1 October 2021 was approved for implementation by
DAWE on 13 October 2021.

The approved Offset Management Plan must be implemented.
6

To offset the impact to the Malleefowl, the person taking the action must register a legally
binding conservation mechanism for the protection and rehabilitation of no less than 630
ha of Malleefowl habitat. The legally binding conservation mechanism must be as approved
by the Minister as required in condition 5. The legally binding conservation mechanism
must be registered by no later than 2 years after the approval of the Fauna Offsets Strategy.

Compliant

As detailed within Section 3.2.5 of the approved Offset
Management Plan, further consultation will occur with
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development
(DPIRD) regarding the application of a conservation covenant
over Lot 451 to prevent native vegetation clearing.
Following consultation, the necessary steps will be taken to lodge
a conservation covenant over existing native vegetation and
rehabilitation areas. A conservation covenant will be registered
by 18 July 2022, i.e. within two years following approval of the
Fauna Offsets Strategy.

7

Within six months of the registration of the legally binding conservation mechanism for the
offset area(s) as required under condition 6, the person taking the action must provide the

Not Applicable

Not applicable at this stage.
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No.

Condition

Status

Department with the specification of the location and boundaries of the offset area(s)
through maps and/or textual descriptions as well as an accompanying shapefile.

8

Revoked

9

Within 14 days from the commencement of operations the person taking the action must
advise the Department in writing of the actual date of commencement of operations.

Evidence
Details of the conservation covenant will be provided to DAWE
within six months of registration as per Condition 6 of EPBC
2010/5435, including the offset attributes, such as boundary
points and relevant listed species, and a shapefile.

Compliant

The PRIOP commenced on 23 July 2020, MRL notified the
Department on 24 July 2020 of commencement.
The Commencement of Action letter can be found in Appendix E.

10

The person taking the action must prepare a compliance report for each 12-month period
following the date of commencement of operation, or otherwise in accordance with an
annual date that has been agreed to in writing by the Minister. The person taking the action
must:

Non-compliant

The first annual compliance report was due to be published on
18/10/2021, however MRL submitted this by the 29/10/2021.
The 2021 ACAR will be made publicly available on the MRL
website
https://www.mineralresources.com.au/oursustainability/environment/

a)

publish each compliance report on the website within 60 business days following the
relevant 12-month period;
b) notify the Department by email that a compliance report has been published on the
website and provide the weblink for the compliance report within five business days
of the date of publication;
c) keep all compliance reports publicly available on the website until this approval
expires;
d) exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from compliance reports published on the
website; and
e) where any sensitive ecological data has been excluded from the version published,
submit the full compliance report to the Department within 5 business days of
publication.

Notification of the non-compliance was sent to DAWE on the 15
October 2021.

Note: Compliance reports may be published on the Department’s website.
10A

The person taking the action must notify the Department in writing of any: incident; noncompliance with the conditions; or non-compliance with the commitments made in plans.

Compliant

The first annual compliance report was due to be published on
18/10/2021, however MRL submitted this by the 29/10/2021.
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No.

Condition

Status

The notification must be given as soon as practicable, and no later than five business days
after becoming aware of the incident or non-compliance. The notification must specify:

The 2021 ACAR will be made publicly available on the MRL
website
https://www.mineralresources.com.au/oursustainability/environment/

a) any condition which is or may be in breach;

Notification of the non-compliance was sent to DAWE on the 15
October 2021.

b) a short description of the incident and/or non-compliance; and
c) the location (including co-ordinates), date, and time of the incident and/or noncompliance. In the event the exact information cannot be provided, provide the best
information available.
10B

The person taking the action must provide to the Department the details of any incident
or non-compliance with the conditions or commitments made in plans as soon as
practicable and no later than 15 business days after becoming aware of the incident or
non-compliance, specifying:

Evidence

Compliant

The first annual compliance report was due to be published on
18/10/2021, however MRL submitted this by the 29/10/2021.
Notification of the non-compliance was sent to DAWE on the 15
October 2021.

a)

any corrective action or investigation which the approval holder has already taken or
intends to take in the immediate future;
b) the potential impacts of the incident or non-compliance; and
c) the method and timing of any remedial action that will be undertaken by the person
taking the action.
11

Upon the direction of the Minister, the person taking the action must ensure that an
independent audit of compliance with the conditions of approval is conducted and a report
submitted to the Minister. The independent auditor must be approved by the Minister
prior to the commencement of the audit. Audit criteria must be agreed to by the Minister
and the audit report must address the criteria to the satisfaction of the Minister.

Not Applicable

The Minister has not requested an independent audit of
compliance against EPBC 2010/5435.

12

If the person taking the action wishes to carry out any activity otherwise than in accordance
with the plans referred to in these conditions, the person taking the action must submit to
the Department for the Minister's written approval a revised version of that plan. The
person taking the action must not commence the varied activity until the Minister has
approved the revised plan in writing. If the Minister approves such a revised plan, that
version of the plan must be implemented in place of the version previously approved.

Not Applicable

No action has been undertaken outside of the current approved
activities.
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No.

Condition

Status

Evidence

13

If the Minister believes that it is necessary or convenient for the better protection of listed
threatened species and communities and migratory species to do so, the Minister may
request that the person taking the action make specified revisions to the plan and submit
the revised plan for the Minister's written approval. The person taking the action must
comply with any such request. The revised approved plan must be implemented. Unless
the Minister has approved the revised plan then the person taking the action must
continue to implement the plan originally approved, as specified in the conditions.

Not Applicable

The Minister has made no request for specific revision to any of
the plans currently approved under EPBC 2012/5435.

14

At any time after 10 years from the date of this approval, the person taking the action has
not commenced the action, then the person taking the action must not commence the
action without the written agreement of the Minister.

Complaint

MRL commenced the PRIOP under the Approval on 23 July 2020.
This was originally granted to Cazaly on 3 November 2011 before
being transferred to MRL on 25 November 2019.

15

The person taking the action must maintain accurate records substantiating all activities
associated with or relevant to the above conditions of approval, including measures taken
to implement the management plans required by this approval, and make them available
upon request to the Department. Such records may be subject to audit by the Department
or an independent auditor in accordance with section 458 of the EPBC Act, or used to verify
compliance with the conditions of approval. Summaries of audits will be posted on the
Department's website. The results of audits may also be publicised through the general
media.

Compliant

Annual reports outlining activities carried out and approved
management plans (as required) are made publicly available on
the MRL website.

Note: to avoid doubt, the proponent may develop single plans to align with the
requirements of the WA Government and of this approval, where there are species covered
by both WA Government requirements and this approval.
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APPENDIX C – PRIOP MS 892 AND EPBC 2010/5435 SIGNIFICANT FLORA MONITORING AND
MANAGEMENT PLAN
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APPENDIX D – PRIOP MS 892 AND EPBC 2010/5435 SIGNIFICANT FAUNA MANAGEMENT PLAN
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APPENDIX E – FAUNA OFFSET STRATEGY
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APPENDIX F – COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION
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