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REEF RESCUE
The DARING
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ONE 
The Strange Shadow

It was a bright, sun-shiney Sunday in 

Cockleshell Cove. Shell Shimmerfins and her 

best friends Pearl Periwinkle, Coral Clearwater 

and Sandy Starfish were playing hide-and-
swim in the warm seagrass meadow behind 

Pearl’s conch-shell house.
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Shell peeked out from behind a giant sea 

plume. She nervously swished her sapphire-blue 

mermaid tail and tucked her curly black hair 

behind her ears.

‘Found you!’ shouted Coral behind her.

Shell squealed with fright. ‘Coral! Don’t 

sneak up on me like that. You know I’m a 

scaredy-fish.’

‘Sorry Shell, I didn’t mean to frighten you,’ 

Coral said. She gave Shell a quick squeeze. ‘I’ve 

already found Pearl. I wonder where Sandy is?’

Shell followed Coral into the meadow. Pearl 

was lazing in the seagrass, swirling her pink 

mermaid tail through the warm water.  

A tail-flick away, a giant book was  

perched upon the seagrass.
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‘Ah-ha!’ said Coral gleefully. She swam 

up and peered over the cover. ‘Found you, 

Sandy!’

Sandy put down the book. ‘Bothering 

blowfish,’ she said with a grin. ‘I thought you’d 

never find me there.’ 

Sandy loved to read. She had already read 

every book in the merschool library.

‘We’ve been playing hide-and-swim all 

morning,’ said Pearl. ‘Let’s go inside and play 

something else.’

‘What about Go Fish?’ said Coral.

‘No, let’s play Sea-snakes and Ladders,’ 

said Shell.

‘How about Mer-nopoly?’ suggested 

Sandy. She puffed out her chest.  

‘I’m the best at maths,  

so I’ll be the banker.’
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‘We played sea-board games yesterday,’ said 

Pearl. ‘Why don’t we work on our costumes 

for the Cockleshell Cove Fancy-Fins Dress-
up Party? The party is tomorrow night, and 

my outfit is only half-finished! Making a reef 

dragon tail is super tricky.’

Shell shuddered. ‘Do we have to go to the 

costume party this year? Last year Rocky 

Ravine dressed up as a sea-zombie. It was so 

scary, I couldn’t swim near him for a week!’

Pearl giggled. ‘Don’t worry, Shell. The 

Fancy-Fins Party won’t be scary. It’s going to  

be fun!’
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‘Pearl’s right,’ said Coral. ‘We’ll get to stay 

up late and dance, and eat fin-fuls of lollies.  

It’ll be flipper-riffic!’

Suddenly a large shadow passed over the 

meadow. Shell shivered. She looked up and saw 

a huge creature sailing through the ocean right 

above them. ‘What is that?’ she squeaked.

Pearl, Coral and Sandy all looked up and 

gasped.

‘Galloping guppies!’ cried Coral in 

alarm. ‘It’s a whale!’

Sandy frowned thoughtfully.  

‘I don’t think so,’ she said.  

‘That creature has four  

flippers. Whales only have  

two flippers.’

‘Oh!’ Pearl suddenly  

exclaimed. ‘I’ve seen that shadow before. It 

swam past my window after my birthday party. 

I forgot all about it!’

8 9
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Shell, Coral and Sandy couldn’t help 

giggling. Pearl could be super forgetful 

sometimes.

‘It’s heading for Bluebottle 

Canyon,’ said Coral. Her eyes 

sparkled with excitement. 

‘Let’s follow it and see 
what it is!’

Pearl clapped her 

hands. ‘And maybe  

I could try talking to 

it,’ she said. Last week, 

Pearl had found a 

meteorite that had given 

her a special magic power 

– the power to talk to animals.

Coral sighed. ‘I wish we all had magic 

powers,’ she said wistfully.

‘Maybe you do,’ said Pearl kindly, ‘and 

you just don’t know it yet. We all touched the 

meteorite, remember?’

Shell gulped. Magic powers or no magic 

powers, chasing mysterious shadows sounded 

super scary.

‘What if it’s d-d-dangerous?’

she said.
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‘I promise we won’t get too close,’ said Coral. 

‘Come on! I know a shortcut. Ooh, this is going 

to be sea-tacular!’

Coral flicked her crimson mermaid tail and 

whizzed over to the edge of the seagrass 

meadow. Shell, Pearl and Sandy followed. 

Ahead of them rose tall rocky cliffs.

‘This way!’ said Coral, boldly diving into a 

narrow gully. Sandy sailed in after her.

TWO 
Flippering Flippers!
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Shell hovered in the warm water, her fins 

trembling. The gully looked cold and dark. She 

didn’t want to go inside, but she didn’t want to 

be left behind, either.

‘Come on,’ said Pearl, taking Shell’s hand. 

‘We can do this together.’

With a gulp, Shell ducked into the narrow 

space with Pearl. The water inside was icy 
cold. Shell shivered as they swam through 

the winding gully and into a small sea-valley.

The four mermaids wheeled to a stop. The 

shadow had vanished.

‘W-w-where did it go?’ squeaked Shell.

Then Pearl cried, ‘Look out!’
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With a great WHOOSH, the 

shadowy shape swooped into the sea-valley.

The four mermaids dove behind a rock 

column. A giant creature rushed past, looping 

and circling. Shell’s eyes widened. It had 

skin like leather, and a hard shell covered in 

glittering blue crystals.

‘It’s a t-t-turtle!’ stammered Shell.

‘Clamouring clamshells,’ exclaimed 

Pearl. ‘That’s the biggest turtle I’ve ever 

seen!’
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Sandy gasped. ‘That’s no ordinary turtle,’ 

she said. ‘It’s a Turquoise Turtle. They 

normally live far out in the ocean where the 

water is super deep. I wonder what it’s doing so 

close to the reef?’

‘Trying to eat us, that’s what!’ Shell squealed.

‘I don’t think so,’ said Sandy. ‘Turtles eat 

jellyfish, not mermaids.’

Pearl watched the turtle weave and zoom 

around the valley. ‘I don’t think that turtle is 

hungry at all,’ she said. ‘I think it’s lost.’

At that moment, the turtle knocked into a 

rock column before shooting off in another 

direction. Stones tumbled through the water, 

right down towards the mermaids.

Shell yelped in fright.
Pearl covered her eyes with her hands.

Coral dove towards the seabed.

But Sandy did something  

strange. Instead of swimming  

away, she simply stayed still  

and held up her hands.

The water above her  

shimmered. And the  

stones bounced  

away!
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‘Flippering flippers!’ Shell 

exclaimed. ‘How did you do that?’

Sandy looked at her hands, her eyes wide. 

‘I don’t know. It just sort of happened,’ she said. 

‘I think it was a forcefield.’

‘What’s a forcefield?’ asked Shell.

Sandy thought for a moment. ‘It’s like an 

invisible shield,’ she explained. ‘But where could 

it have come from?’

‘It looked like magic,’ said Pearl, awestruck.

‘Look out!’ Shell suddenly cried.

The turtle was barrelling back towards them.

‘Quick, Sandy, do it again!’ said Pearl.

Sandy put up her hands. She closed her eyes. 

She concentrated so hard her fins shook.

But nothing happened.

The turtle hurtled closer.

This file is provided by Allen & Unwin for purposes of review only. 
It may only be used by authorised recipients and may not be reproduced, 

copied, circulated, published or posted online. 

A&U C
op

yri
gh

t M
ate

ria
l



‘Maybe this wasn’t such a good idea,’ said 

Coral, looking scared. She held up her hands 

and waved them at the turtle. ‘Leave us 
alone!’ she cried.

From nowhere a strong current whipped  

up around them. It whooshed past the 

mermaids and crashed into the turtle,  

pushing it away.

‘Quick!’ cried Sandy. ‘Into the gully!’

The four mermaids darted into the narrow 

gully, safe at last.

‘That was fin-credible, Coral!’ said 

Pearl. ‘You saved us!’

‘What are you talking about?’ said Coral. ‘All 

I did was shout.’
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‘I’m not so sure,’ said  

Sandy. ‘I think you made  

that current when you  

waved your hand.’

‘I did?’ said Coral, her  

eyes widening in awe.

‘Hmm,’ said Pearl with a  

thoughtful frown. ‘First, Sandy  

made a forcefield. Then Coral,  

you created a water current. I wonder . . .’

‘W-w-what do you think it could have been?’ 

asked Shell. 

‘Oh!’ exclaimed Sandy. ‘What if it’s our 

magic powers? You know, from the meteorite!’

Coral gasped. ‘Do you really think so?’

The others nodded excitedly.

Sandy grinned. ‘Conjuring currents and 

forcefields . . . how re-mer-kable!’

Sandy and Coral started talking at once, 

chatting about their powers and high-fiving 

each other.

Coral flapped her hands excitedly. ‘This is 

un-mer-lievable!’ she said. ‘Let’s go to the 

Sugar Shack. We’ve got some magic powers  

to shellebrate!’
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Coral and Sandy chatted about their shiny 

new powers all the way to the Sugar Shack in 

the centre of town, bubbling with excitement. 

The four mermaids slipped into their usual 

booth by the window. Shell’s parents owned the 

Sugar Shack, home of the best sea-shakes in 

the cove. Manta rays and colourful fish passed 

by outside, weaving around mermaids busy 

doing their weekend shopping.

Coral and Sandy bent low over their 

sea-shakes, whispering about the Turquoise 

Turtle and their new powers. They couldn’t 

seem to talk about anything else.

THREE 
Glum Guppy
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‘Your power is mer-

mazing,’ Coral gushed to 

Sandy. ‘Those tumbling 

rocks were no match 

for your forcefield!’

Sandy beamed at 

her. ‘And controlling 

currents is fin-tastic.  

If it wasn’t for you, we’d  

still be hiding from the 

Turquoise Turtle!’

Shell’s shoulders slumped as she nibbled 

sadly on a jellyfish finger. She hadn’t created a 

forcefield or conjured a current. Where was her 

magic power?
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Pearl glanced around, looking worried. 

‘Maybe we should keep our voices down,’ she 

said. ‘The meteorite is supposed to be a secret, 

remember?’

Coral gasped, her eyes gleaming as she 

looked around at her friends. ‘We should  

make a secret club!’

Sandy tapped her chin thoughtfully.  

‘If we want to be a real club,  

we need a name.’

‘How about  

Coral’s Crusaders?’  

suggested Coral.

‘No way,’ said Pearl. 

‘We should be Pearl’s 
Powertails!’

‘Those ideas don’t seem very fair,’ said 

Sandy, frowning. ‘How about the Aquatic 
Adventurers?’
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Shell slid down in her seat. Her best friends 

all had super special powers. But she was still 

plain old Shell. What could she do in a magical 

club? Answer the phone? Make seaweed tea? 

Empty the bins?

Shell drifted over to the jukebox. Maybe 

some Ariana Grandefish would cheer her up.

Pearl sailed up  

beside her. ‘Are you  

all right?’ she asked gently.  

‘You’ve been quiet as a sea-mouse  

since we got here.’

‘W-w-what if I don’t have a magic  

power?’ sniffed Shell. ‘You guys won’t  

want to be friends with me anymore.’

‘Don’t be a silly-fins,’ said Pearl. ‘Your  

power is in there somewhere. And you’ll  

always be part of the team, power or no power. 

I promise.’

Shell gave Pearl a small smile. Pearl  

always knew what to say to make her feel 

better. ‘Thanks, Pearl,’ said Shell. ‘You’re an 

ex-shell-ent friend.’ They swam back to 

the table.
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‘Can someone please pass me a  

kelp burger?’ asked Sandy.

‘I’ll do it!’ said Coral. She waved her hand. 

‘Maybe we need some practise?’ said Pearl.

‘Let’s go back to the seagrass meadow after 

lunch,’ Sandy suggested. ‘There’s a whale-load 

of room to practise there.’

‘Great idea,’ said Pearl. 

‘What am I going to do?’ said Shell, feeling 

miserable. ‘I don’t have any powers to practise.’

Pearl thought for a moment. ‘Why don’t  

you be our coach? I’m sure we could all use 

some help.’

WH SH!OO
Kelp burgers flew through the water, whizzing 

past Sandy and landing all over Shell.

‘Coral!’ said Shell crossly.

‘Sorry, Shell,’ said Coral, helping Shell pull 

kelp off her cheek. ‘I guess I don’t know how 

strong my power is.’
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Shell smiled. Being a coach sounded super 

important. ‘Okay,’ she said.

‘Besides,’ said Sandy, ‘your power is sure to 

come out sooner or later. Maybe it’ll show up 

while we’re practising?’

‘Sandy’s right,’ said Coral. ‘You’ll have your 

magic power before you can 

say Turquoise Turtle.’

A short time later, Pearl, Shell,  

Coral and Sandy were practising  

in the sunny seagrass meadow  

behind Pearl’s house.

As Coral and Sandy swam  

off to practise their powers,  

FOUR 
The Super-helper
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Shell turned to Pearl. ‘So, anything you need 

help with?’

Pearl frowned. ‘Well, I am having a little 

trouble making friends with shellfish,’ she said.

‘Oh,’ said Shell. She thought for a moment. 

‘Why don’t you try giving them a compliment?’

Pearl’s face lit up. ‘Great idea!’ She coasted 

over to a pair of hermit crabs. ‘Um, excuse me,’ 

said Pearl. ‘What magnificent pincers you have. 

They’re very – er – pincery.’
The hermit crabs squeaked a reply. 

‘Well, there’s no need to be so rude!’ Pearl 

said, flitting her way back over to Shell.

‘What did they say?’ asked Shell.

‘They told me to mind my own business,’ 

said Pearl. ‘And then they called me a silly 

sea-cucumber.’

‘How mean!’ said Shell.
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‘Shellfish are a bit crabby,’ said Pearl. She 

sighed. ‘Maybe I’ll practise talking to some 

dolphins. They’re never mean on porpoise.’

Pearl sailed off. 

Shell swam over to help Coral. Conjuring 

currents would surely be easier than trying to 

make friends with cranky crabs.

‘Need any help?’ Shell asked. 

‘No thanks,’ said Coral. She puffed out her 

chest. ‘I don’t really need a coach. But you can 

watch me practise, if you like.’ She pointed to a 

stack of rocks on the other side of the meadow. 

‘I’m trying to see if I can blast  

a current as far as those rocks.’ 

Shell bit her lip. ‘Um, maybe you should 

start with something easier?’ she suggested. 

‘Like . . . making the seagrass sway.’

Coral giggled. ‘It’ll be fine,’ she said.  

‘Don’t worry.’ She raised her hands and  

brought them down hard.

WHOOSH!
A super strong current whipped over  

the meadow. It flew past the stack of rocks  

and into a family of jellyfish, who spun  

about dizzily. 
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Once the current had settled, the jellyfish 

gave Coral stern looks and bobbed away.

‘Sorry about that!’ Coral called after the 

jellyfish. She gave Shell a sheepish grin.  

‘Maybe you were right,’ she said.  

‘I should practise something  

a bit easier.’ She turned  

and waved her hands  

gently over the  

seagrass, making it  

softly wave to and fro.

Shell giggled to  

herself as she swam off  

to help Sandy. Coral had  

more confidence than a  

whale shark.

Shell found Sandy rolling along the meadow 

in a forcefield bubble. ‘Anything I can help you 

with?’ Shell asked.

‘Oh,’ said Sandy, coming to a stop. ‘Actually, 

yes. I don’t seem to have any trouble making 

forcefields, but I can’t quite work out how to 

un-make them.’ She pressed hard against her 

forcefield bubble. ‘Any ideas?’
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‘Hmm.’ Again, Shell thought hard. Then 

she spotted a spiky sea urchin in the seagrass. 

‘Why don’t you try popping your forcefield on 

something sharp? That might work.’

Sandy’s eyes widened. ‘Eureka!’ she said. 

‘You’re a genius, Shell.’ She rolled the forcefield 

bubble over to the sea urchin.

But instead of the whole  

forcefield disappearing,  

the sea urchin spike made  

a  teeny-tiny hole. The forcefield  

bubble whizzed around the seagrass  

meadow like a balloon, taking Sandy with it. 

She loop-dee-looped through the water until 

finally getting wedged in a coral arch. 

P !OP

The forcefield shimmered away to nothing 

as Shell sped over to pull Sandy free. Pearl and 

Coral swam over to help.
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‘It’s all right,’ said Sandy, wriggling free of 

the arch with a pop. ‘I’m fine.’

Shell’s eyes welled up with tears. ‘This is 

the worst day ever,’ she 

said. ‘First I don’t have any 

powers, and now I can’t 

even help you practise. 

I’m not cut out to be 

part of a magical club.’

Pearl looked 

thoughtful for a 

moment. Then she said, ‘You know what?  

I think your power is going to be something so 

completely mer-velous, it simply needs a 

little extra time to come out.’

Shell felt a sparkle of hope. ‘Really?’

Pearl nodded.

‘Like knowing the answer to every test, 

without ever studying!’ said Sandy.

‘Or conjuring a grand banquet with a wave 

of your hand,’ said Coral. ‘Yum!’

‘It’ll work out,’ said Pearl encouragingly. 

‘You’ll see!’

Shell glided back to the meadow with her 

friends, wiping away her tears and feeling much 

better. Pearl was right. Her power was going to 

be sea-tacular!
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The next morning, Shell dove out of her 

clamshell bed. She combed her curly black hair 

and tied it up in fresh seaweed, then polished 

her sapphire-blue mermaid tail until it sparkled. 

Shell was sure her power was going to show 

up today. And it was going to be something 

 re-mer-kable!
FIVE 

The Best Superpower Ever

Shell flitted down the hall and into the 

kitchen. She kissed her parents on their cheeks 

and quickly ate a bowl of crab-flakes. Then she 

grabbed her merschool bag and swam outside. 

48 49
This file is provided by Allen & Unwin for purposes of review only. 

It may only be used by authorised recipients and may not be reproduced, 
copied, circulated, published or posted online. 

A&U C
op

yri
gh

t M
ate

ria
l



Pearl, Coral and Sandy were already waiting 

by Shell’s letterbox.

Coral looked around to make sure no one 

was close by. ‘Any news on your magic power?’ 

Coral asked Shell.

Shell frowned. ‘Nothing yet.’ Then she 

looked at Pearl and grinned. ‘But I’m sure it’ll 

show up.’

At merschool, Shell concentrated extra hard  

on her lessons. She sat up straight and  

listened, and even got ten out of ten  

on her maths test.

‘Time for art,’ announced Mr Grisly after 

maths. ‘Rocky, can you pass out the paint and 

brushes? Shell, can you pass out the paper 

please? Today we will be making masks for 

tonight’s costume party.’ 

But there was  
          no sign  
of her magic power.
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He picked up a hand-made orca mask from 

his desk. ‘It’s going to be a whale of a time,’ he 

added with a grin.

The class groaned.

Shell loved art. She dashed over to the art 

cupboard with a flick of her fins. But when 

she pulled open the cupboard door, something 

squishy and pink jumped out.

‘Yikes!’ squealed Shell,  

shutting her eyes tight.

P !OP
‘Shell?’ said Mr Grisly. ‘What are you doing 

near the bag rack? The paper is in the art 

cupboard.’

Shell opened her eyes. Mr Grisly was right. 

Shell was beside the bag rack, right on the 

other side of the classroom.
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‘But—but—,’ spluttered Shell. How did she get 

to the other side of the room?

Shaking her head, Shell sailed back over to 

the art cupboard. The squishy pink thing was 

still there. Shell felt her face go warm with 

embarrassment. It was a teeny tiny jellyfish. 

She really was a merbaby.

Shell shooed the jellyfish away and pulled 

out the art paper, handing it out to the class.

Shell concentrated  

hard on her mask. She  

had decided to go to the  

costume party as a  

colourful sea-fairy. Her  

mask was full of rainbows  

and glitter and twinkly sea-shells.
Shell peered over at Sandy’s mask. It had 

fluffy white hair and a beard, and big square 

glasses.

‘Who is that?’ asked Coral.

‘It’s Shellbert Einstein, of course,’ 

said Sandy. ‘The famous scientist.’

Pearl held up her reef dragon 

mask. ‘Remember?’ she said. ‘Like the 

one we met last week.’
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‘My mask is way  

scarier than a reef  

dragon,’ said Coral  

smugly. She put it on with  

a flourish. It was super  

scary – a sea-monster with  

green seaweed hair and  

sharp teeth. ‘BOO!’ Coral cried.

Shell squealed. She couldn’t help it.

Shell looked 

around, her brown 

eyes open wide. She 

was no longer sitting 

at her desk. She was 

crouching under it.

SIX 
The Fancy-Fins Dress-up Party

P !OP
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How had she gotten there?

Shell swam out from under the desk and 

back into her chair, feeling a bit dazed.

‘Wow,’ said Pearl, looking amazed. ‘I’ve 

never seen you swim that fast before, Shell.’

‘You must have gotten a really big fright!’ 

said Sandy.

Coral took off the sea-monster mask. ‘Sorry,’ 

she said to Shell. ‘I didn’t mean to scare you 

that  badly.’

Shell sighed. ‘Maybe I shouldn’t come to the 

party tonight,’ she said. ‘The costumes might 

be too scary for a merbaby like me.’

Pearl hugged Shell tight. ‘You’re not a 

merbaby,’ said Pearl. ‘You’re a brave lionfish. 

All you need is to believe in yourself.’
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‘Pearl’s right,’ said Sandy. ‘You can do 

anything if you put your fins to it.’

‘Why don’t we all swim to the party 

together?’ suggested Coral.

Shell nodded. ‘Okay.’ She gave Coral a stern 

look. ‘And no more scary business.’

‘Promise,’ said Coral. ‘The Fancy-Fins 

Dress-up Party is going to be the best fun ever.’

That evening, Shell put on her glittery 

rainbow-coloured sea-fairy mask  

and a matching pair of  

rainbow wings. She  

hovered in front of  

the mirror. ‘I’m  

brave,’ she said in  

a trembling  

voice. 

She tried to ignore her goosefish  

bumps as she sailed outside to meet  

up with Pearl, Sandy and Coral, who were 

waiting by her letterbox. Pearl was dressed in 

her reef dragon costume, with a long, sparkly 

dragon tail. Sandy was wearing her Shellbert 

Einstein mask and a white lab coat. 

Shell nervously peered at Coral, expecting 

to see her scary sea-monster costume. Instead, 

Coral was wearing a white top and a blue 

headband, and holding a tennis racket.
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‘Where’s your sea-monster costume?’ asked 

Shell.

Coral smiled. ‘It was way too scary,’ she said. 

‘So I decided to dress up as Sirena Williams 

instead. She’s the best bubble-tennis player in 

the seven seas.’

Shell beamed at Coral. Coral was a little 

bit bossy sometimes, but she was a clam-
tastic friend. ‘Thanks,’ said Shell.

Pearl held Shell’s hand. ‘Ready for some 

dancing?’

Shell nodded. Tonight, she wasn’t Shell the 

scaredy-fish. Tonight, she was a brave lionfish. 

‘Let’s go!’ she said.
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They swam through Cockleshell Cove and 

between the golden gates into merschool, 

heading for the hall. 

Inside, colourful balloons and streamers 

floated near the ceiling. At one end of the hall 

were snack tables piled with bowls of jellyfish 

beans, seaweed chips and toffee sea-apples. Up 

on stage was Sally Sparkles, the coolest popstar 

in Cockleshell Cove, singing with her band.
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‘This place looks fin-credible!’ gushed 

Pearl. ‘Let’s go dance.’

The four mermaids swam onto the dance 

floor, bopping to the music and admiring their 

classmates’ costumes. Luna Lemonshell was 

dressed as a princess with a glittering tiara. 

Misty Mussel was a prancing sea-pony, and 

Samuel Seabass was dressed as a superhero 

with a flowing green cape. 

Even Mr Grisly was dancing,  

dressed in a clownfish costume. 

‘This is great!’ said  

Shell, grinning widely  

at her friends. ‘Maybe  

costume parties aren’t  

so bad after all.’

Suddenly something  

tickled Shell’s shoulder.  

Something like . . . seaweed  

hair.

Shell whipped around.  

‘EEEP!’ she cried. ‘S-S-SEA ZOMBIE!’

P !OP
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Shell blinked. 

The dance floor  

was gone.

Her friends were gone.

Instead, all she could  

see were bright shiny colours.

‘Where am I?’ said Shell. She looked around 

and realised she was high up in the ceiling, 

hiding among the balloons. How did she get up 

there? 

Shell peered down at the dance floor. The 

sea-zombie was dancing up a storm. Only it 

wasn’t a sea-zombie – it was Rocky Ravine, 

dressed up as a friendly sea anemone with 

wavy tentacles.

Shell felt cross with herself.  

Why did she have to be so  

scared of everything? 

SEVEN 
The Fin-credible Power
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Shell dove back down to her friends.

‘There you are!’ said Coral, her eyes wide. 

‘We thought you’d disappeared.’

‘Sorry,’ said Shell. ‘I got scared by Rocky’s 

costume.’

‘Hmm,’ said Sandy, looking  

thoughtful. ‘I don’t think you swam  

off at all, Shell. It’s more like you vanished.  

Just like before, when Coral scared you with  

her mask.’

Shell twisted her fingers nervously. ‘The 

same thing happened when I opened the art 

cupboard this morning. I got scared by a baby 

jellyfish, and suddenly I was on the other side 

of the room. Only I didn’t swim there . . . I just 

was there.’

Pearl gave Shell a worried look. ‘You swam 

off so fast,’ she said.
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Suddenly Sandy’s green eyes began to 

sparkle. She looked around at the crowded 

dance floor and leaned in close. ‘It must be 

your magic power,’ she whispered.

‘Really?’ squealed Shell. ‘My magic power is 

disappearing?’

‘Shh!’ shushed Coral. ‘This is top-secret 

meteorite stuff, remember?’ she whispered. 

‘Let’s go outside.’

Shell’s tail tingled as she followed her friends 

outside the hall and into the empty playground. 

They huddled by the sea-saws.

Sandy looked around to make sure no one 

was nearby. ‘I think you can do much more 

than disappear,’ she said to Shell. ‘I think you 

can teleport. That’s when you disappear in one 

place and reappear in another.’ She looked at 

Shell in awe. ‘It’s a fin-credible power.’
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‘It is?’ said Shell.

Her friends nodded earnestly.

‘It’s mer-mazing,’ said Coral. ‘You’ll never 

have to swim to merschool again! You could 

wake up, get dressed and  

POP! Teleport right  

into the classroom.’

‘Oh,’ said Shell with a small smile. ‘That is 

pretty mer-mazing, isn’t it?’ All of a sudden 

she began to shiver. ‘Brr,’ she said. ‘It’s so cold!’

‘And dark,’ added Coral with a frown. A large 

shadow had slipped over the courtyard.

‘Look,’ said Shell, pointing high above them. 

‘The Turquoise Turtle is back!’

‘Or when you’re super tired,’ said Pearl, 

‘you wouldn’t have to swim up to your 

room. You could teleport right into bed!’
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Coral, Sandy and Pearl looked up. The turtle 

was swimming through the water above them.

‘And that’s not all,’ said Sandy worriedly. 

‘It’s heading straight for the reef!’

The four mermaids watched as the giant 

Turquoise Turtle sailed towards the reef.

Shell gasped. ‘That turtle is super clumsy. 

What if it accidentally destroys the coral?’

‘Oh, no!’ cried Pearl. ‘Our beautiful reef  

is in danger!’

EIGHT
The Plan
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Coral lifted her head high and pulled  

back her shoulders. ‘Not if we can  

help it,’ she said.

Sandy nodded. ‘That’s  

right,’ she said. ‘We can  

use our powers to save  

the reef. I can make a giant  

forcefield to protect the coral.’

Coral puffed out her chest.  

‘Or I’ll shoo the turtle away with  

a super-strong current.  

That’s sure to work.’

‘Those are both good ideas,’ said Shell. ‘But 

Sandy, you can’t hold a forcefield forever. And 

even with the biggest current, Coral, the turtle 

might swim right back. Pearl, why don’t you 

try talking to the turtle? That’s how you saved 

Sandy from the reef dragon, remember?’

‘Great thinking, Shell!’ said Pearl. 

‘I’ll create a forcefield around us,’ said Sandy, 

‘so we can get close enough.’
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‘And if we get into trouble,’ said Coral, ‘I’ll 

save us with the biggest current I can conjure.’

Shell looked around at her friends. ‘Maybe we 

should leave our costumes behind,’ she said. ‘It 

would be a sea-asco if they got ruined.’

They slipped out of their costumes and 

tucked them safely under the sea-saws before 

Sandy made a super-sized forcefield around 

them.  It gleamed and glimmered. Then the 

four mermaids sailed up through the  

water towards the  

giant turtle.
‘Now, we’ll have to  

get really close,’ said Sandy. 

‘Turtles don’t have very good hearing.’

They swam closer to the surface where 

the turtle was dashing to and fro. Shell was 

glad to have the forcefield around them – the 

Turquoise Turtle was even bigger up close.
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‘Er, hello there, Mr Turquoise Turtle!’ Pearl 

yelled as it swam past. ‘You seem to be lost. 

Do you need directions?’

Pearl waited for the turtle to  

whip by again. Then she bellowed,  

as loud as she could,

The turtle darted left, right, left.

‘I don’t think it can hear me,’ Pearl said to 

the others.

‘Try speaking a little louder,’ suggested 

Sandy.

‘HELLO MR TURTLE!

DO YOU NEED SOME HELP?’
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Again the turtle whizzed by, then suddenly 

changed direction.

‘Look out,’ squealed Shell. ‘It’s coming right 

for us!’

‘Quick, Coral,’ cried Sandy. ‘Use your power!’ 

‘I’m on it!’ said Coral. She darted forward and 

blasted a water current right at the Turquoise 

Turtle. Just in time! The turtle veered away.

Shell put her finger to her chin, thinking. 

‘Hmm. What else do you know about sea 

turtles, Sandy?’

‘Oh, lots!’ said Sandy, 

her face lighting up. ‘Sea 

turtles have a hard shell 

to protect them from 

predators. And large 

eyes that help them see 

underwater. They also 

have an excellent sense 

of smell to help them 

find their way.’

‘Is that why they have such big nostrils?’ 

asked Pearl.

Sandy’s forcefield shimmered  

away as everyone sighed with relief.

‘That was a crab-tastrophe!’ said Pearl.

‘I told you,’ said Sandy. ‘Turtles have terrible 

hearing.’

hard    
  shell

large 
eyes

great     
   sense  
of smell
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‘Actually, sea turtles don’t use their nostrils 

to smell things,’ said Sandy. ‘They use special 

bumps under their chin called barbels.’

Shell frowned thoughtfully. ‘Did anyone 

else notice something odd about the Turquoise 

Turtle’s chin?’ she said. ‘It looks like it has a 

beard.’

Sandy shook her head. ‘Sea turtles definitely 

don’t have beards,’ she said.

‘Maybe it was something else you saw, Shell,’ 

said Pearl.

The giant turtle zoomed past. The four 

mermaids gasped. Stuck to its chin was a great 

big clump of . . .

‘Seaweed!’ they all cried together.

‘No wonder the turtle can’t swim straight,’ 

said Sandy. ‘It can’t smell where it’s going. It’s 

not clumsy, it’s confused.’

The turtle changed direction again. Only 

now it was heading for Cockleshell Cove.
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‘Oh, no,’ wailed Pearl. ‘If the Turquoise Turtle 

reaches town, someone might get hurt!’

‘We better help that turtle, fast,’ said Coral. 

‘Let’s go save Cockleshell Cove!’

The four mermaids raced over the reef, 

chasing the Turquoise Turtle as it barrelled 

through the water.

‘We have to get rid of that seaweed on the 

turtle’s chin,’ said Sandy.

NINE
Shell the Lionfish
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‘How?’ said Coral. ‘Every time we get close, 

the turtle changes direction!’

‘Maybe it’s scared of us,’ said Pearl. ‘Just 

because it’s big, doesn’t mean it’s brave.’

Sandy gasped. ‘We can’t get close enough, 

but Shell can,’ she said. ‘Time for a new plan. 

Follow me!’

They raced after the turtle. It stopped 

right on the edge of the reef, high above 

Cockleshell Cove.
‘Coral, can you create a whirlpool?’ Sandy 

asked. ‘It has to be small enough not to hurt 

the reef, but big enough to keep the turtle in 

one spot.’

Coral flicked back her curly hair. ‘No 

problem.’ She raised her hands and swished 

them through the water. The water around 

the turtle began to swirl and curl in a giant 

whirlpool, keeping the turtle stuck in place.
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Sandy turned to Shell. ‘All you have to do 

is teleport inside the whirlpool, clear away the 

seaweed, then teleport back out. Simple!’

Shell’s tail started to tremble.  

‘We believe in you,’ said Sandy.

Shell inched towards the whirlpool with a 

gulp. She didn’t feel like a brave lionfish. She 

felt like a scared sea-snail.

But if she wanted her power to work, she had 

to be BRAVE.

Shell squared her shoulders and mustered up 

all the courage she could.

‘I’m a lionfish,’ she whispered.

‘B-b-but I don’t  

      even know how  

     to teleport.’

Pearl put her hand on Shell’s arm. ‘You just 

have to be brave and believe in yourself, Shell. 

You’re a lionfish, remember?’

Sandy and Coral nodded in encouragement.

‘You can do it, Shell!’ said Coral.
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Nothing happened. She was still in the same 

spot.

‘I’m the bravest mermaid in the ocean,’ she 

said, a little bit louder.  

The giant turtle looked 

at her with its big, black eyes.

Shell gasped.

Still, nothing happened.

She held up  
    her hands.  

She concentrated  
as hard as she could.

She wiggled her fins.  
Suddenly she was on the  

other side of the whirlpool.

‘Oh,’ said Shell, surprised. Then a wide smile 

lit up her face. Of course! Her power didn’t work 

by being brave. It worked when she was scared.

Shell looked at the turtle, feeling as light as a 

bubble. Being a scaredy-fish was easy. This was 

going to be a swim in the park!

P !OP
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Shell closed her eyes. But this time, she didn’t 

try to feel brave. This time, she let herself feel 

scared.

POP.
Shell opened her eyes. Lolloping 

lionfish! She was right inside the whirlpool. 

Before her were the turtle’s giant front flippers. 

Shell’s heart thump-thumped as she sailed 

closer to the turtle’s sharp beak. Then she saw 

it – the clump of seaweed.  

Shell flicked her mermaid tail and swam 

towards the turtle’s chin. Gripping the seaweed 

in both hands, she pulled as hard as she could.

S !N PA
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The seaweed came free. Shell whooped with 

delight.

Suddenly the turtle opened its mouth wide.

Shell trembled to the tips of her fins. Maybe 

sea turtles did eat mermaids after all! She 

closed her eyes and waited . . .

Shell jumped as something tickled her face. 

She opened her eyes.

Bubbles!
Shell’s shoulders sagged with relief. The 

turtle wasn’t trying to eat her. It was breathing. 

She quickly teleported out of the whirlpool and 

TEN
Turtle-y Awesome
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back to her friends. Now that she knew how to 

do it, teleporting was a piece of sea-cake.

‘I got it!’ Shell shouted, waving the seaweed 

at them. ‘You can let the whirlpool go now, 

Coral.’

Coral dropped her arms. ‘Thanks, Shell.  

I was getting tired!’ The whirlpool faded away. The Turquoise 

Turtle lifted its head one way, then another.

‘Look!’ exclaimed Sandy.  

‘It’s smelling the water. You did  

it, Shell!’

The turtle seemed to pick a  

direction, then sailed smoothly  

through the water, away from  

Cockleshell Cove. 
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At the edge of the reef it paused, giving the 

mermaids a friendly wink.

‘Did that turtle wink at us?’ said Pearl, her 

eyes wide.

‘Of course,’ said Coral. ‘It’s thanking us.  

We did save the day, after all.’

‘Well, Shell certainly 

did,’ said Pearl. She 

smiled at Shell.  

‘See? Your power is 

super useful!’
Sandy squeezed Shell’s hand. ‘Not only your 

power,’ she said to Shell. ‘Your clever ideas have 

been extremely helpful all day.’

Shell blushed. ‘Thanks.’

‘See?’ said Pearl. ‘All you needed was to 

believe in yourself!’ 

‘I’m not so sure,’ said Shell, grinning. ‘I think 

I just needed to be myself.’
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The four mermaids watched the turtle sail 

into the ocean.

‘We make a great team,’ said Sandy.

‘The best!’ said Pearl.

‘We are turtle-y awesome,’ giggled 

Coral. ‘Now, let’s get back to the costume party. 

I’m starving!’

The four mermaids headed back to 

Cockleshell Cove. They hastily tugged their 

costumes back on and sailed into the merschool 

hall. Inside they nibbled on jellyfish beans and 

seaweed chips before heading back to the  

      dance floor to

SWISH and TWIRL the night away.
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At the end of the dance, Principal Pincer 

made a special announcement.

‘We have an important guest attending 

tonight, here to give us some exciting news,’ 

said Principal Pincer.

Everyone clapped as Mer-mayor Twinklefins 

swam onto the stage.

‘The Mer-mayor of Cockleshell Cove has 

never come to a merschool dance before,’ said 

Shell. ‘I wonder what the announcement is?’

‘I have some sea-sational news to 

share!’ Mer-mayor Twinklefins said with a 

wide smile. ‘Cockleshell Cove will be holding 

a special contest in two weeks time – a Great 
Treasure Hunt! ’
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The party-goers oohed and aahed.

Shell swapped excited looks with her friends.

‘A treasure hunt sounds super fun,’ said 

Sandy. ‘We have to enter.’

‘Definitely!’ said Pearl.

Coral gave the others a wide grin. ‘Coral’s 
Crusaders are sure to win.’

Pearl put her hands on her hips. ‘Don’t you 

mean Pearl’s Powertails?’

‘No way,’ said Sandy. ‘The Aquatic 
Adventurers is a much better name for a club.’

Shell put her finger to her lips. ‘Well, last 

week Pearl used her power to help the reef 

dragon,’ she said. ‘And tonight we all used our 

powers to rescue the Turquoise Turtle.’
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‘And the reef,’ said Pearl.

‘That’s right,’ said Shell. ‘Our powers are 

perfect for helping all kinds of sea animals, no 

matter who needs helps. I think we should call 

ourselves the Fish In Need Society. We can call 

it FINS for short.’

‘That’s a fun name,’ said Pearl with a grin.

Sandy put her 

head to one side.  

‘I don’t know,’ she 

said. ‘Not all sea 

animals are fish. 

What about 

mammals? And 

invertebrates, like 

coral? Plus reptiles and 

shellfish. Oh! And you 

can’t forget cephalopods, 

or amphibians, or rays. 

And then there’s fish, of 

course. All that together 

spells . . . umm . . . MIRSCARF.’

Shell, Pearl and Coral all giggled.

‘Sandy,’ said Pearl, ‘that’s a terrible name. 

We can’t call ourselves that.’

Coral put her arm around Shell’s shoulder.  

‘I like FINS much better,’ she said. She looked 

around at her friends and smiled. ‘Watch 

out, treasure hunters! The Fish In Need 
Society is about to make some waves.’
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THE END
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A sea urchin is a unique animal that lives on  

the seabed. It has long, pointy spines that protect it from 

predators. Some sea urchins are even poisonous, so be 

careful! Sea urchins also have little hidden feet that pop 

out when they need to walk around. How fin-credible!

Hermit crabs have a hard  

type of skin on the front of their  

bodies, called an exoskeleton,  

but a soft tail. They protect  

their tails by wearing the empty  

shells of other animals. And they can  

live for up to 40 years! Mer-mazing!

Coral reefs provide food and shelter 

for lots of sea animals, and even help 

keep the water clean. Coral reefs 

are SUPER fragile, so if you 

ever go snorkelling, be sure 

to never touch the coral. 

And always keep an eye 

out for mermaids!

Sea turtles are mer-mazing creatures. They can 

hold their breath for up to five hours, and live  

for over a hundred years! They only  

climb onto dry land to lay their  

eggs, otherwise they spend  

their entire lives in the  

ocean.

FIN  FACTS

SNEAKY SEA URCHINS

TURTLE-Y AWESOME!

A sea plume is a type of  
soft coral. They can look like  

giant brushes or even feathers. 
They can be lots of different 

colours, including green,  
brown, yellow and  

even purple.

Sea-tacular Sea Plumes

RAVISHING REEFS

HOUSE FOR SALE!

This file is provided by Allen & Unwin for purposes of review only. 
It may only be used by authorised recipients and may not be reproduced, 

copied, circulated, published or posted online. 

A&U C
op

yri
gh

t M
ate

ria
l



Rebecca Timmis is an author-illustrator  

from the sunny Gold Coast. Before she started  

writing magical and adventurous stories, Rebecca  

wrote code for websites (which is not nearly as  

exciting). She’s had lots of real-life adventures like almost 

falling off the Great Wall of China, hiding from grizzly  

bears in Canada and being chased by giant pigs in  

outback Queensland. When Rebecca isn’t writing  

or drawing, she’s working hard to turn her  

rambunctious three boys into polite members  

of society or watching superhero  

movies with her husband.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

This file is provided by Allen & Unwin for purposes of review only. 
It may only be used by authorised recipients and may not be reproduced, 

copied, circulated, published or posted online. 

A&U C
op

yri
gh

t M
ate

ria
l


	_Hlk66187116
	_Hlk66188178
	_Hlk66646810
	_Hlk57890984
	_Hlk66272390



