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“This book is so heartwarming. It impressed me 
as being like a mantra meditation with the mantra 

being ‘you are loved’.” 
Professor Craig Hassed, author of                  

Mindful Learning, Mindfulness for Life 
and The Essence of Health

PICTURE BOOKBOARD BOOK

A warm and reassuring celebration of 
unconditional love. Cut outs on each page 
create a beautiful heart to make this book a 
very special object to treasure and share.

You are loved when you win the race.
You are loved when you don’t.
You are loved when you brush your teeth.
You are loved when you won’t.

This beautiful and timely book reassures 
children that they are loved, no matter what. 
A meditation especially for young children is 
included at the back of the book.

AGES 2–6

October 2022 • 250x260mm • BOARD BOOK with die-cut                                                 
Full Colour Throughout • 36pp • WORLD RIGHTS

YOU ARE LOVED  
Liv Downing and Mel Matthews

Liv Downing is a registered psychologist, 
mindfulness educator, meditation teacher and 
parent. She has a podcast called You Are Loved.                                        
www.livmindfully.com
Mel Matthews is an illustrator and artist who lives 
by the beach and is inspired by the natural world.        
www.meldraws.com

An irresistible new picture book for             
cat-lovers and cute-lovers, and anyone who 
has ever got up to mischief, from the hugely 
talented and highly acclaimed creator,     
Heidi McKinnon!

Floof is floofy.
Floof is VERY floofy.
Floof is the FLOOFIEST!
Good morning, Floof.

Young kids will delight in sharing time with 
Floof … and noticing that whilst the text says 
one thing, the illustrations say quite another!  

AGES 3–6

July 2022 • 260x260mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp • WORLD RIGHTS 
RIGHTS SOLD: North American (Algonquin), Korean (Global Contents)

FLOOF  
Heidi McKinnon

Author/ illustrator Heidi McKinnon lives in sunny 
Melbourne and has a background in art and design. 
Her books include I Just Ate My Friend, Baz & Benz 
and There’s No Such Thing, and have been shortlisted 
for numerous awards, including the Children’s Book 
Council Book of the Year Awards. Heidi’s works have 
been published around the world and are mostly based 
on true stories, except for one. www.heidimckinnon.
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PICTURE BOOKPICTURE BOOKPICTURE BOOK
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PICTURE BOOK AGES 3–6

From the bestselling creators of Tippy & Jellybean, this 
affirming and delightful tale is also based on a true story of 
animal rescue and community cooperation.

Flipper and Finnegan live on a beautiful island.
Every morning they hunt for fish in the clear blue               
ocean waters.
Every evening they waddle up the beach together with all 
their friends. It’s a penguin parade!

But one day, when Flipper comes up for air she gets covered 
in something that is black and smelly and sticky – and 
Finnegan is nowhere to be seen …

This is the miraculous true story of how a global viral    
knitting campaign helped save the lives of Phillip Island’s 
Little Penguins after they were caught in an oil spill.

Allen & Unwin has donated a portion of the income from 
sales   of Tippy and Jellybean and Flipper and Finnegan to the 
Bushfire Emergency Wildlife Fund and Penguin Foundation 
charities respectively.

August 2022 • 280x216mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 24pp
WORLD RIGHTS • RIGHTS SOLD: Korean (Byeolsoop)

FLIPPER AND FINNEGAN 
Sophie Cunningham, illustrated by Anil Tortop

Sophie Cunningham is an author, 
former publisher and editor,    
was a co-founder of the Stella 
Prize and is now an Adjunct 
Professor at RMIT University’s 
Non/fiction Lab. In 2019, Sophie 
was made a Member of the 
Order of Australia (AM) for her 
contributions to literature. 

Born and raised in Turkey, Anil 
Tortop now lives in Brisbane 
and works as an illustrator, 
animator and character designer. 
Her previous books include 
A First Time For Everything 
by Tiffiny Hall & Ed Kavalee.                            
www.aniltortop.com

Over 

30,000 copies 

sold!

AGES 3–6

A joyful counting picture book celebrating the 
wonders of Sydney, one of Australia’s most 
beautiful cities.

From Bondi Beach to the Opera House, there’s so 
much to explore in spectacular Sydney!

Join this colourful counting adventure across one of 
the world’s most beautiful cities.

What will you spot along the way? 

Both Found in Sydney and Found in Melbourne  
are available in two editions: English and  
Simplified Chinese.

FOUND IN SYDNEY 
Joanne O’Callaghan, illustrated by Kori Song

Joanne O’Callaghan made a buoyant debut as a children’s author with her 
bestseller My Hong Kong, illustrated by woodblock print artist Ralph Kiggell. 
Her other books include The Swimmers and Found in Hong Kong, both 
beautifully and delicately illustrated by Kori Song. Following 12 years in Hong 
Kong, Joanne and her family moved to Melbourne. Published in 2018, Found 
in Melbourne, illustrated by Kori Song, celebrates her new home as well as 
Chinese-Australian friendships and connections. Found in Melbourne was 
short-listed for the Speech Pathology Awards, Three to Five Years category. 
www.joanneocallaghan.com

Kori Song’s beautifully composed and observant illustrations reflect her 
interest in the relationship between cities and those who live in them. Kori 

graduated from Sichuan Fine 
Arts Institute, in Chongqing, 
China and she currently lives 
in the UK. Kori loves Sydney’s 
wildlife, ocean pools and wide 
variety of food and cuisines to 
eat. Her artwork has been  
short-listed for the World 
Illustration Awards 2022 and 
selected for the Illustrator 
Exhibition of Bologna Children’s 
Book Fair 2020.  
www.korisong.com

January 2023 • 265x240mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 36pp                         
WORLD RIGHTS



PICTURE BOOKPICTURE BOOK

On The Sloth Who Came to Stay:

Starred review, Books + Publishing 

“A natural storytime choice.” School 
Library Journal, US

Rights sold: North American English 
(Abrams); Korean (Conko); Polish 

(Kinderkulka)

AGES 3–6

Puddle Hunters: 
Rights sold: Chinese 
Simplified (Poplar)

When Billy Was           
a Dog: 

Rights sold: Hebrew 
(Tchelet)

65

AGES 3–6

A warm, comforting story with perennial 
themes about a cross little duckling and her 
mother’s unconditional love, from the award-
winning and bestselling team of 
The Sloth Who Came to Stay.

‘I’m running away,’ said Duckling. 

‘And I’m never coming back. Never ever!’

Duckling won’t play leap-frog with the lambs 
or paddle with the piglets – she’s running away 
and never coming back. Until night starts to 
fall and Duckling realises there is somewhere 
she’d much rather be. Luckily, a mother’s love is    
never far away.

DUCKLING RUNS AWAY  
Margaret Wild, illustrated by Vivienne To

Margaret Wild is an 
internationally respected 
author whose award-
winning children’s books, 
including Fox and Old Pig, 
continue to be loved all 
over the world. Margaret 
has published over 70 
picture books and has 
been the recipient of the 
Nan Chauncy Award, the 
Lady Cutler Award and the 
CBCA Lifetime Achievement 
Award for her contributions 
to Australian children’s 
literature. 
Vivienne To is an illustrator 
and concept artist for 
publishing and film. Her 
titles include The Sloth Who 
Came To Stay, which was 
short-listed for the CBCA 
Award for New Illustrator. 
www.vivienneto.com

March 2023 • 250x250mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp 
WORLD RIGHTS
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SHADOW CATCHERS
Kirsty Murray, illustrated by Karen Blair

May 2023 • 255x220mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp
WORLD RIGHTS

Kirsty Murray is a multi-
award-winning author of 
more than 20 books for 
children and young adults. 
Kirsty is an ambassador and 
advocate for many reading 
and writing initiatives 
and has been a writer-in-
residence in schools and 
universities around the 
world. 
www.kirstymurray.com 
Karen Blair is an award-
winning illustrator of 
twelve picture books and 
has collaborated with 
some of Australia’s leading 
children’s authors. Karen 
loves depicting stories that 
explore the joy of discovery 
and play in the outdoors.
www.karenblair.com.au

A delightful picture book that captures the joy of 
young children trying to catch their shadows – from 
the creators of CBCA Honour Book winning When 
Billy Was a Dog and Puddle Hunters.

On the sunshiny days, we go shadow catching.

First at home, then along the street to the café, and 
the playground and home again.

Our shadows glide and weave beside us as we run 
and play, tall in the morning, quiet at rest, hidden at 
midday and stretching out again in the afternoons.

A wonderful book about creative playfulness, time of 
day and following the path of the sun across the sky.
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PICTURE BOOK PICTURE BOOK

When You’re Older 
rights sold:

Japanese (Tokuma 
Shoten); Korean 

(Finger Pub); 
French (Editions 
des Eléphants);  
German (dtv);  

Chinese Simplified 
(Yan Chang)

On Iceberg:
“a visual and literary masterpiece” Children’s Books Daily

WINNER: 2022 CBCA Picture Book of the Year
NOTABLE: 2022 CBCA Book of the Year, Eve Pownall Award

SHORTLISTED: 2022 Children’s Literature Award — Adelaide 
Festival Awards

Rights sold: North American English and French (Groundwood); 
French ex NA (Editions Circonflexe)

7 8

THE HOUSE ON PLEASANT STREET 
Sofie Laguna, illustrated by Marc McBride

A spooky, exuberantly funny and hugely entertaining 
book about a boy who is having trouble making friends in 
his new neighbourhood … From bestselling author Sofie 
Laguna. Perfect for Halloween reading!

Alby and his family are new on Pleasant Street. Their house 
is perfect, with a great tree to climb and a pool. Their pet, 
Delia, is still in training, but she’s settling in just fine.

And tonight is Halloween – Alby’s favourite night of the 
year – so ANYTHING could happen …

A hilarious story about family and friendship, and what 
happens when trick-or-treating doesn’t go to plan.

Sofie Laguna’s many books for young 
people include When You’re Older, 
illustrated by Judy Watson, and 
The Song of Lewis Carmichael and 
The Glow both illustrated by Marc 
McBride, Sofie’s husband. Sofie has 
been shortlisted for the Queensland 
Premier’s Awards, and twice been 
awarded Honour Book by the 
Children’s Book Council of Australia 
(CBCA). She is also a highly acclaimed 
author for adults. www.sofielaguna.
com.  Marc McBride is the illustrator 
of Emily Rodda’s New York Times 
bestselling Deltora Quest series, 
which has sold over 18 million copies 
worldwide and has become an anime 
TV show. He has illustrated more than 
200 book covers and 10 picture books, 
including writing and illustrating World 
of Monsters. Marc has exhibited with 
the New York Society of Illustrators, 
been shortlisted for the CBCA 
Awards and Aurealis Awards, and 
has won the Aurealis Awards twice.                                    
www.marcmcbride.com

AGES 4–7

September 2022 • 280x216mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp
WORLD RIGHTS 

BIG CAT
Jess Racklyeft

A classic narrative picture book about embracing 
change, from the CBCA award-winning illustrator of 
Iceberg and Whisper on the Wind.

Big Cat is mysterious. Big Cat is chaotic.                      
Big Cat is lawless.
Catherine is not. She likes things to be neat,             
tidy and orderly.

But when the two meet, they discover they 
have more in common than they think and that 
sometimes the best adventures can be found in your                
own backyard.

A story about finding your inner wildness in 
unexpected places, from one of Australia’s most 
exciting picture book creators.

AGES 4–7

April 2023 • 220x260mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp                       
WORLD RIGHTS

Jess Racklyeft works mainly in watercolours 
and ink and her illustrations often combine 
collage – either on paper or digitally 
assembled. Jess worked in publishing sales 
for almost a decade before making the leap 
to full-time creator, and has since written 
and/or illustrated nearly 30 titles and won 
several illustration accolades including CBCA 
Picture Book of the Year for Iceberg and 
another two CBCA Picture Book Notables  
www.jessesmess.com



PICTURE BOOKPICTURE BOOK AGES 4–8

A highly original, beautiful and deeply 
meaningful picture book that sees the 
marvellous and inspiring world of birds through 
the eyes of a child and celebrates birds’ 
adaptability and ingenuity.

Hope is a kookaburra singing the sun 

Hope is the emu learning to run …  

Let your imagination soar in this joyful ode to the 
world of birds and the healing power of nature.

Sparked by the Emily Dickinson poem ‘Hope is the 
thing with feathers’, this lyrical text accompanied 
by glorious mixed media collages reflects and 
celebrates the diversity, ingenuity and wonder      
of birds.

HOPE IS THE THING
Johanna Bell and Erica Wagner

February 2023 • 300x250mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp
WORLD RIGHTS

Johanna Bell lives in Garramilla / Darwin where she writes fiction and runs a community arts business called 
StoryProjects. In 2019, she and Erica Wagner co-facilitated a six-month story camp where their mutual love of 
birds led them towards Hope is the Thing. Johanna is also co-author of Too Many Cheeky Dogs,  
Go Home Cheeky Animals! and Cheeky Dogs: To Lake Nash and Back, illustrated by Dion Beasley. 
www.johannabell.com  

Erica Wagner is an artist, 
publisher and creative 
consultant to storytellers. 
Her collages are inspired 
by the natural world and 
are made by layering and 
repurposing discarded 
paintings and sketches. 
While Erica has worked 
as an editor and award-
winning publisher of 
children’s books for many 
years, Hope is the Thing is 
the first picture book she 
has illustrated. 
www.ericawagner.com.au

109

AGES 4–8

Exploring Ramadan through the eyes of a Muslim child, 
this graceful and authentic story illuminates the sense of 
belonging to both the community and the universe that 
this month of fasting, prayer and reflection brings, as well 
as the sense of accomplishment that springs  
from sacrifice.

This month is different from the others.
It starts with the sighting of a new crescent moon.
‘Slow down, be kind to yourself and think
good thoughts.’
This month, we learn to do big things by changing one little 
thing at a time …

It’s the first time for Deenie, the youngest member of a Muslim family, to fast during 
Ramadan. She comes across some challenges, but by the end of the month, she learns that 
there is a lot more to Ramadan than giving up food and water.

A warm and joyful story offering children the chance to see themselves or their friends in the 
celebration of the spiritual practice of Ramadan.

THE MONTH THAT MAKES THE YEAR  
Inda Ahmad Zahri

Inda Ahmad Zahri writes and illustrates stories that celebrate culture and nature and are often imbued with 
her fervent wish for a kinder world. Originally from Malaysia, she now splits her time between her garden 

home in Brisbane, 
Australia and a sandy spot 
in the Middle East. Inda’s 
debut book, Salih, was a 
Notable Book in the CBCA 
Picture Book of the Year 
Awards. In 2021, she won 
the ASA/CA Mentorship 
award to develop a middle 
grade novel. Inda also 
works as a surgical doctor, 
swapping her paintbrush 
and writing cap for scrub 
hat and a scalpel when 
duty calls. 
www.indabinda.com

March 2023 • 282x232mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp                         
WORLD TRANSLATION



PICTURE BOOK PICTURE BOOK AGES 8–12

Award-winning illustrator Mat Tait has  
written and illustrated this stunning 
retelling of the Māori creation story about 
the separation of Ranginui, sky-father, and 
Papatūānuku, earth-mother. 

From the nothingness …
came the night.

A deep and eternal night.

Without light.

Without warmth.

After countless aeons, from the surrounding 
darkness came Ranginui the father and 
Papatūānuku the mother …

Te reo Māori and English are woven together in a seamless bilingual approach to the text, 
with the visceral illustrations powerfully underlining the mana of the story.

TE WEHENGA
Mat Tait

October 2022 • 285x257.5mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 60pp
WORLD RIGHTS

Mat Tait is a South Island-based illustrator of European and Māori descent. He gained a BFA in painting from 
Ilam School of Arts and now lives and works in the Motueka area. Mat’s most recent book was The Adventures 
of Tupaia with writer Courtney Sina Meredith, for which he was the recipient of the Russell Clark Award for 

Illustration at the 2020 
New Zealand Book 
Awards for Children and 
Young Adults. His comics 
work has been published 
widely both locally and 
internationally, including 
The Heading Dog Who 
Split In Half with writer 
Dr Michael Brown. Mat 
is a fluent speaker of 
te reo Māori. He tutors 
under the kaupapa of Te 
Ataarangi, and continues 
to learn.  
www.mattait.com

AGES 8–12

A passionate, personal and political picture book that calls 
out racism from an important new voice, illustrated by the 
acclaimed artist of Feathers.

‘Where are you from?’ they say.
What they mean is,
‘Why is your skin that colour?’
‘Why does your hair look like that?’

I am from the mountains,
The seas and the sky.
I am from children of millions of years,
A timeline of humanity.
I am from this planet
And all others.

A heartfelt picture book that is both a cry of pain and a 
demonstration of inner strength, which takes us on an 
intergalactic journey past collapsing stars and glowing 
nebulae to remind us not of our differences but of our shared 
humanity.

WHERE?
Jordan Collins, illustrated by Phil Lesnie

July 2022 • 280x260mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp • WORLD RIGHTS 
RIGHTS SOLD: North & South American English & Spanish (Candlewick)

Jordan Collins was born in Chicago, moved to Australia when they 
were eight, and now lives in Sydney. Jordan is African-American-Greek-
Australian, which means they have dark skin and curly hair. Where? 
began as a slam poem that Jordan wrote after a lifetime of being asked 
questions like, ‘where are you from?’. They first performed the poem 

at the Poet’s Picnic when they were 
fourteen. Where? has now been 
transformed into Jordan’s debut 
picture book.

Phil Lesnie is an acclaimed Sydney-
based illustrator of children’s books. 
They work primarily in watercolour 
because even mistakes look lovely 
in watercolour. Their picture book 
Feathers, written by Phil Cummings, 
was short-listed for the Prime 
Minister’s Literary Award and their 
first three books were CBCA Notables.

11 12

“This beautifully illustrated 
picture book might be for 

younger readers, but it’s as 
fiercely political as it is personal 

... a voice to look out for.”   
The Sydney Morning Herald 

“Everyone [should] read this ... 
magnificent illustrations that 
speak to us on every page. A 

triumph.” Good Reading

“The haunting words call for 
immediate recital ... a definite 

page turner.”  
Weekend Australian
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PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  

“A truly wonderful celebration of all ‘kinds’ of wildlife and of just being kind. Kind is a beautiful and timely reminder 
of the kindness we should show to all creatures, including ourselves. The text is simple and lyrical, imploring us to see 

the magic in every creature … The vibrant illustrations are beautifully detailed, with each creature being identified. 
This is the perfect book for discovery or to share with young nature lovers.” The West Australian

PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  

BIG FEELINGS 
Rebekah Ballagh

Bestselling author of adult titles Note to Self, Note to 
Self Journal and Words of Comfort, Rebekah Ballagh 
turns her attention to helping children learn to 
understand their emotions, how they make them feel 
and how to manage them. 

From sadness to anger, contentment to confidence, and 
anxiety to happiness, all the key emotions are covered.

Rebekah’s strong counselling background combines 
perfectly with her empathetic storytelling and adorable 
illustrations to create this valuable resource. It includes 
strategies and resources for parents, caregivers 
and teachers.

Rebekah Ballagh is a qualified counsellor, self-development coach, trainer, speaker and the creator of the 
popular Instagram community @journey_to_wellness_

September 2022 • 270x235mm • PB • Full Colour Throughout • 80pp
WORLD RIGHTS

AGES 4–8

“One of the best books I’ve seen about emotions. Rebekah goes beyond linking emotions to colours or naming them 
but also describes how they make your body feel and how to manage them. I highly recommend this book for all 

parents and educators.” School Library News

AGES 3–7

June 2022 • 290x240mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp  
WORLD RIGHTS • RIGHTS SOLD: North American English (Kane Miller)

KIND 
Jess McGeachin

From one of Australia’s most talented new      
picture-book creators comes this beautiful ode to 
the wonders of our natural world. 

From the tiniest beetle to the most majestic whale, 
every creature on Earth is a marvel, deserving of awe 
and compassion. This remarkable picture book is a 
unique celebration of living things of many kinds – 
and the kindness we can show them as we wander 
through the world. 

With its resonant messages of care and stewardship 
of our fellow inhabitants of this planet, including   
self-compassion, Kind is a stunning, lyrical 
and important masterpiece from an exciting        
Australian talent.

Jess McGeachin is 
an author/illustrator 
based in Melbourne. 
Constantly inspired 
by the natural world, 
Jess draws quite 
literally from a day-
job at the Melbourne 
Museum. His debut 
picture book, Fly, was 
published by Puffin 
in 2019 and was 
shortlisted for the 
CBCA and Queensland 
Literary Awards.  
www.drawthemoon.



WINNER: 2022 Children’s Picture Book of the Year, ABIA awards; 
2022 Karajia Award for Children’s Literature; 2022 Best Primary 

Educational Picture Book, Educational Publishing Awards; 
SHORTLISTED: 2022 Children’s Book of the Year, Indie Book Awards; 

2022 Five to Eight Years, Speech Pathology Awards
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PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  
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AGES 4–8

WORLD RIGHTS

CEREMONY (April 2022)

Ceremony is the second title in the Welcome to 
Our Country series and is a playful picture book 
that celebrates the rich traditions of dance, family, 
community and caring for Country from the world’s 
oldest continuous culture.

Nangga! Nangga! Yakarti! 
Tonight will be the Ceremony.

Our family gathers as the fire burns.
The smoke rises up as we take it in turns …
Then clapsticks tap – one, two, three –
but a stick is missing! Where could it be?

November 2022 • 260x260mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 24pp 

BACK ON COUNTRY: WELCOME TO OUR COUNTRY
Adam Goodes and Ellie Laing, illustrated by David Hardy

The Welcome to Our Country series features 
five accessible picture books that introduce 
young children to First Nations history in 
Australia. The series comes from Australian of 
the Year Adam Goodes, co-writer Ellie Laing, 
and Barkindji illustrator David Hardy.

Back on Country is the third title and is a joyful 
story about the power of reconnecting to 
family, culture and Country.

‘Where are we going again?’ asks Lucy.
‘Back on Country,’ says Mum. ‘Where we’re 
going is where your nanna comes from, where 
we come from. Our Country is special to us. 
You’ll see.’

It’s Lucy and David’s first time back on Country. They meet their cousins and Elders, and see 
special places, learn local language words and hear stories as old as time. 

Join them to feel the strength that comes from being back on Country.

Adam Goodes is an Adnyamathanha and Narungga man and community leader. He is a former Australian 
Rules footballer and was named Australian of the Year in 2014 for his public work in the fight against racism 
and his advocacy in First Nations affairs. Adam co-founded the GO Foundation, which supports and inspires 
the next generation of First Nations leaders. With a diploma in Aboriginal Studies and his own daughter 
approaching preschool age, Adam was motivated to publish a series of books for young children and families 
about Australia’s First Nations history. Ellie Laing is a political adviser and former journalist. When Ellie’s 
eldest son came home from preschool reciting Acknowledgements of Country and singing Aboriginal lullabies, 
she was inspired to collaborate with Adam Goodes on a series of books aimed at helping families talk about 
Australia’s First Nations history. David Hardy is a Barkindji man, father, author and artist with more than eight 
years of animation experience with Walt Disney Animation Studios. He is currently a Senior Gaming Illustrator/
Animation Manager for Lightning Box Games.

SOMEBODY’S LAND (November 2021)

The first title within the series, Somebody’s Land invites 
children and their families to imagine themselves 
into Australia’s past – to feel the richness of our First 
Nations history, to acknowledge that our country was 
never terra nullius, and to understand what ‘welcome 
to our country’ really means. It invites us to connect 
with First Nations culture, to acknowledge the hurt of 
the past, and to join together as one community with a 
precious shared history as old as time.

Over 

40,000 copies 

sold!

Over 

70,000 copies 

sold!



ILLUSTRATED JUNIOR FICTION  
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PICTURE BOOK NON-FICTION  ILLUSTRATED JUNIOR FICTION  

A hilarious and charming collection of stories about a 
boy and his fishy friend who do a series of odd jobs for 
their eccentric neighbours, from the bestselling creators 
of The Terrible Plop.

Hercules Quick dreams of being a magnificent magician. 
He is saving up to buy a box of magic tricks. Luckily, he 
has plenty of neighbours who need his help. Whether it’s 
throwing rose petals for Professor Calamari or finding a 
lost ping-pong ball for Queen Claude, no job is too odd  
for Hercules.

Ursula Dubosarsky is the author of over 60 books for children and young adults, and her work is published 
all over the world. She has won several national literary awards, including the NSW Premier’s Literary Award 
a record five times, and internationally she has been nominated for both the Hans Christian Andersen Award 
and the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Prize. Ursula Dubosarsky was the Australian Children’s Laureate for  
2020-2021. www.ursuladubosarsky.squarespace.com

Andrew Joyner is a highly acclaimed picture book creator who has illustrated many of Ursula Dubosarsky’s 
stories to great success. Together they have won and been short-listed for many awards, including the 
CBCA Awards and children’s choice awards. Andrew’s books have been published in more than twenty-five 
countries. www.andrewjoyner.com.au

AGES 6–9

HERCULES QUICK’S BIG BAG OF TRICKS 
Ursula Dubosarsky, illustrated by Andrew Joyner

Need something done? 

Ask Hercules Quick. 

Only ten cents!

Hercules Quick’s Big Bag of Tricks is a bind up 
of Ask Hercules Quick (64pp in colour), The 

Magnificent Hercules Quick (96pp in black & 
white) and six new short stories. Rights are 
available for each title, or in combination. 

18

Idan Ben-Barak holds a BSc in medical science, an MSc in microbiology, and a PhD in the history and 
philosophy of science. His first book, Small Wonders: How Microbes Rule Our World, published around the 
world, won the 2010 American Association for the Advancement of Science/Subaru SB&F (Science Books 
and Films) Prize for Excellence in Science Books, Young Adult category. His three non-fiction 
picture books with Allen & Unwin, also internationally successful and highly acclaimed, are 
Do Not Lick This Book and Argh! There’s a Skeleton Inside You, created with Julian Frost, 
and We Go Way Back, with Philip Bunting. www.idanbb. Philip Bunting is an author and 
illustrator, whose numerous titles have been published in over 25 countries around the 

world. Since his first 
book was published 
in 2017, Philip has 
received multiple 
accolades, including 
Honours from the 
Children’s Book 
Council of Australia, 
and making the list for 
the Kate Greenaway 
Medal in 2018. The 
Very Hard Book is his 
second title with Idan.                                                 
philipbunting.com

AGES 4–10

September 2022 • 252x210mm • HB • Full Colour Throughout • 32pp 
WORLD RIGHTS • RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese Simplified (Beijing Everafter)

THE VERY HARD BOOK 
Idan Ben-Barak and Philip Bunting

A very silly book that will seriously get kids thinking from 
the talented and internationally bestselling creators of   
We Go Way Back.

Can you …

Forget this line?

Sit in an empty room?

Dig half a hole? 

This book asks you to imagine and think about some things. 
That sounds easy, right? Anyone can think stuff. You don’t 
even need to be standing up. We shall see. Good luck.

Metacognition is the act of thinking about thinking and forms the basis of all critical thought. 
It is also a concept that comes easily to children whose inquisitive nature makes them 
naturals at engaging in abstract questions and open-ended thinking. The Very Hard Book 
starts that ‘thinking’ journey and has a great deal of fun in the process.

May 2023 • 198x128mm • PB • B&W Illustrations Throughout • 224pp
WORLD RIGHTS
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ILLUSTRATED JUNIOR FICTION  

Karen Foxlee is an Australian author who writes for both kids and young adults. 
Ophelia and the Marvellous Boy, Karen’s first novel for children, was published 
internationally to much acclaim while her second novel for younger readers, A Most 
Magical Girl, won the Readings Children’s Fiction Prize and was short-listed for 
the CBCA Awards. Her next book Lenny’s Book of Everything won multiple awards 
including the NSW Premier’s Literary Award, the Queensland Literary Award, the 
Indies Book Award, was a CBCA Honour Book and was nominated for the Carnegie 
Medal. Her latest middle-grade novel, Dragon Skin, was short-listed for the CBCA 
Awards, the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, the Aurealis Awards and the Indie Book 
Awards. www.karenfoxlee.com

Freda Chiu is an author and illustrator from Sydney. As well as illustrating children’s 
books, her work spans comics, editorial and retail graphics. Outside her art practice, 
Freda lectures in Illustration at the University of Technology Sydney. Her books 
include A Trip to the Hospital. www.fredachiu.com

AGES 6–10

THE WRATH OF THE WOOLINGTON WYRM            

‘There are those who hunt monsters to harm them and 
there are those who hunt monsters to help them. Which 
one are you?’

Something unusual is happening in Woolington. Strange 
noises and earth tremors have the locals frightened.

Dressed in sparkly red shoes and carrying her  
strawberry-scented notebook, Miss Mary-Kate Martin 
accompanies her archaeologist mother to the village of 
Woolington, home of the legendary Woolington Wyrm, 
where builders have discovered some interesting bones. 
Could there be any truth in the myth of the beast who lives 
in the ancient well?

With her creative coping mechanisms and the help of local 
girl Arabella Woolington and her stubborn pony Pickles, Mary-Kate is determined to get to 
the bottom of this mythic mystery.

Each story in this delightful fantasy-adventure series takes place in an exotic location, 
features a fabulous mythological creature, and includes strong contemporary themes for 
kids to relate to, such as anxiety and environmental issues. 

June 2022 • 198x128mm • PB • B&W Illustrations Throughout • 288pp
WORLD RIGHTS • RIGHTS SOLD: UK Commonwealth ex Canada (Pushkin Children’s)

 

Miss Mary-Kate Martin might be anxious, but she’s 
not scared of monsters. Travelling the globe with her 
famous archaeologist mother, Mary-Kate helps solve 
legendary problems in this fun fantasy adventure series, 
suitable for fans of the Travelling Bookshop or the                       
Magnolia Moon series.

THE TROUBLE WITH THE TWO-HEADED 
HYDRA             

Mary-Kate and her mother are visiting Galinios, an idyllic 
Greek Island filled with history and surrounded by the 
shimmering Aegean Sea. An ancient mosaic has been 
unearthed at the local sardine processing plant and 
Professor Martin must investigate, leaving Mary-Kate to 
enjoy a few days of sunshine and antiquity.

But a message asking for help changes everything. A wrecked boat and smashed jetty have 
recently disrupted life on this tranquil island and point to a monster-sized mystery. Could 
the local legend of the Two-Headed Hydra be more than a story? If so, what could make this 
historically serene sea creature so angry?

Accompanied by her new local friend Nikos and armed with her glitter pens and strawberry-
scented notebook, Miss Mary-Kate Martin is determined to find answers. She might be 
scared of heights, but there is no problem too big for her to solve.

MISS MARY-KATE MARTIN’S GUIDE TO MONSTERS
Karen Foxlee, illustrated by Freda Chiu

November 2022 • 198x128mm • PB • B&W Illustrations Throughout • 304pp
WORLD RIGHTS • RIGHTS SOLD: UK Commonwealth ex Canada (Pushkin Children’s)

On The Wrath of the Woolington Wyrm:

“A deliciously thrilling mystery, full of heart, wisdom, 
wit and ingenuity.” 

Edwina Wyatt

“Easily one of the most charming books for young 
readers I have come across … A perfect balance of fun, 

fantasy, humour and innocence.” 
Katrina Nannestad

“I loved this magical story which was full of suspense 
and adventure. Karen Foxlee is a master storyteller.”

Good Reading
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Sold into 15 

territories

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION MIDDLE GRADE FICTION 

Megan and her best friend Li must team up and draw on 
all their creativity and courage to defeat a strange and 
powerful monster that threatens their whole town.

Megan is obsessed with drawing fantastical creatures and 
she shares them with her best friend Li who writes stories 
to go with the pictures. They are kindred spirits with big 
creative dreams.

One day everyone in town – except Megan and Li – is 
immobilised by a strange glow coming from their phones 
and other devices. Megan and Li are initially frightened and 
alarmed, but when they realise they are somehow immune, 
they set out to seek help.

Soon a thrilling battle unfolds that pits all of their creative 
energies against the terrible monster that has ensnared 
everyone else around them.

 

THE GLOW 
Sofie Laguna, illustrated by Marc McBride

Sofie Laguna’s many books for young people have 
been published around the world and include 
picture books When You’re Older and The House 
on Pleasant Street, and middle-grade fiction 
The Song of Lewis Carmichael also illustrated by 
Marc McBride - Sofie’s husband. Sofie has been 
shortlisted for the Queensland Premier’s Awards, 
and twice been awarded Honour Book by the 
Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA). She is 
also a highly acclaimed author for adults. 
www.sofielaguna.com.
Marc McBride is the illustrator of Emily Rodda’s 
New York Times bestselling Deltora Quest series, 
which has sold over 18 million copies worldwide 
and has become an anime TV show. He has 
illustrated more than 200 book covers and 10 
picture books, including writing and illustrating 
World of Monsters. Marc has exhibited with the 
New York Society of Illustrators, been shortlisted 
for the CBCA Awards and Aurealis Awards, and has 
won the Aurealis Awards twice. 
 www.marcmcbride.com

March 2023 • 198x128mm • PB • B&W Illustrations Throughout • 192pp
WORLD RIGHTS • RIGHTS SOLD: Audio ex North America (Bolinda)

On The Song of Lewis Carmichael:

“Lyrical, mesmerising and full of 
heart …” Books+Publishing

“Utterly exquisite … has all the 
hallmarks of a contemporary 

classic…” Readings
“An allusive, timeless fable that will 

be savoured …” The Australian

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION  
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SPELLHOUND: DRAGONS OF HOLLOW 1 
Lian Tanner

An illustrated whimsical fantasy quest novel filled with snappy 
dragons, adorable minch-wiggins and an extremely large, loveable 
puppy with mysterious magical powers.

‘Why did you come here?’ asked Rose.
And before Flax could think of an answer, the pup blurted,  
‘The dragon.’ Rose’s eyes widened. ‘What dragon?’
‘It stole my parents,’ said the pup. ‘We’re going to find them and  
get them back.’
Rose put her hand over her mouth. ‘The dragon stole my  
parents, too! I - I want to go with you!’

Flax, a minch-wiggin who lives in the Floating Forest, has inherited the rather nerve-wracking 
title Destroyer-of-Dragons along with a suitcase of magical string, a small sharp sword and 
a terrible secret. Only she’s fallen to the world below and accidentally taken with her the 
Floating Forest’s only Spellhound pup who has a dark and terrible secret of his own.

Meanwhile, on Hallow, the child Queen has a small boring secret. She is sick of being bossed 
around by the Regent, her aunt, and being kept in the dark about the world and the dragon 
that took her parents. She is also sick of being so very alone. So, one night when she hears  
a little puppy crying for its mother, she can’t resist. Surely, a Queen would be allowed to have 
a puppy?

So, what do a minch-wiggin, a Queen, and a rather large magical pup have in common? 
They need to find the dragon that has turned their worlds upside-down… even if it means 
revealing all their secrets.

April 2023 (Spellhound) & April 2024 (Fledgewitch) • 198x128mm • PB
B&W Illustrations Throughout • 320pp • WORLD RIGHTS EX NORTH AMERICA

AGES 7–11

Lian Tanner is an a multi award-winning children’s author and playwright. She is a master storyteller brilliant at 
vividly exciting fantasy adventure series including The Keepers, The Rogues, and The Hidden along with other 
MG and picture book titles. Her work is acclaimed, sold and loved around the world. www.liantanner.com.au

ALSO BY LIAN TANNER: THE KEEPERS TRILOGY
WINNER: Aurealis Awards for Children’s Ficti on, 2010 and 2011
One of Amazon.com’s Best Children’s Books, 2010
NOTBLE: CBCA Book of the Year for Younger Readers, 2011
SHORTLISTED: Australian Independent Booksellers’ Award, 2010
SHORTLISTED: Australian Speech Pathologists’ Award, 2010
One of ‘50 Books You Can’t Put Down’ Australian ‘Get Reading!’, 2011
‘WHITE RAVEN’ International Youth Library, Germany, 2012



MIDDLE GRADE FICTION MIDDLE GRADE FICTION AGES 8–13

On The Boy Who Stepped Through Time: 

WINNER: 2021 Nance Donkin Award for Children’s Literature
SHORTLISTED: 2021 Best Children’s Fiction, Aurealis Awards

LONGLISTED: 2021 ARA Historical Novel Prize

Five Stars from Reading Zone UK

“A brilliant novel that combines history, archaeology, time travel and conflicts of 
modernity versus antiquity to teach kids something new and unique in a fun and 

vibrant way” The Book Muse

“Anna Ciddor has crafted an historical narrative that will both entertain her readers 
with humour, drama, terrific characters and exciting storylines, and inform them with 

fascinating … facts about life in Ancient Rome.” Just So Stories

AGES 9–13

23 24

A pacey and action-packed time-slip adventure that carries step-
siblings Felix and Zoe back to Ancient Roman times – and also, 
accidentally, drags a Roman girl into the present. 

When 11-year-old Felix finds a message in a bottle during a trip 
to France, he is in for the surprise of a lifetime. Suddenly he is 
flung back 1700 years to Ancient Roman times, dragging his very 
unwilling 16-year-old stepsister, Zoe, with him.

They are offered sparrows for lunch and horse-spit as medicine, 
but that is only the beginning! When they ricochet forward to 
their own time again, Felix and Zoe discover they have accidentally 
brought a high-class Roman girl with them … Can they navigate the 
strange Roman world – from opulent city to distant sacred spring – 

and return the 12-year-old girl they stole to her home before time runs out?

In this standalone companion novel to the acclaimed The Boy Who Stepped through Time, 
featuring a whole new cast of characters, award-winning author Anna Ciddor has created a 
rollercoaster adventure that will have young readers on the edge of their seats.

A MESSAGE THROUGH TIME 
Anna Ciddor

Anna Ciddor has always been fascinated by the past. It would be her dream come true to step through time! 
Instead, she immerses herself in research and hunts out the tiniest details so she can bring the past to life in her 
imagination — and in her books. Anna’s meticulous work has been recognised by a grant from the Literature 
Board of the Australia Council, three of her novels have been selected as Notable Books by the Children’s Book 
Council of Australia, and several have been translated into other languages to be enjoyed around the world. 
www.annaciddor.com

April 2023 • 198x128mm • PB • 336pp • WORLD RIGHTS

A warm and beautifully told novel, brimming with 
secrets, gentle magic and the strong bonds of family, 
from the award-winning author of the much-loved 
novels Crow Country, Cicada Summer and  
The January Stars.

Thirteen-year-old Rowan is helping her older sister Ash 
paint her bedroom when she discovers a mysterious ring 
that transports them both back in time to 1999. To a party 
being held in the very same house!

While Ash dances, Rowan unwittingly disrupts the laws 
of time, and when she wakes up back in the present day, 
her sister is missing, and – even worse – everyone in their 
family seems to be forgetting she ever existed.

With the help of her magical neighbour Verity, Rowan 
must find the courage to time-travel back through the 
history of the house. But can she find everything she 
needs to rescue Ash before her sister disappears forever?

TUMBLEGLASS 
Kate Constable

Kate Constable was born in Melbourne but spent much of her childhood in Papua New Guinea, without television 
but within reach of a library where she ‘inhaled’ stories. She studied Arts/Law at the University of Melbourne 
before working for a record company while she began her life as a writer. Kate has written ten novels for young 
people, including the internationally-published Chanters of Tremaris series and the CBCA award-winning Crow 
Country. Cicada Summer and The January Stars were both shortlisted for Prime Minister’s Literary Awards.

February 2023 • 198x128mm • PB • 288pp • WORLD RIGHTS



MIDDLE GRADE FICTION MIDDLE GRADE FICTION  

On Huda and Me: 

SHORTLISTED: 2022 CBCA Book of the Year, Younger Readers; 2022 Eight to Ten 
Years, Speech Pathology Book of the Year Awards

“Sparkling with mischief, adventure and family love, Huda and Me is a gem of a 
story.” Kirsty Murray

“A charming, delightful and original story that kept me smiling the whole way 
through.” Randa Abdel-Fattah

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION 

From the bestselling multi-award-winning author of 
My Life as an Alphabet and A Song Only I Can Hear 
comes another wonderful middle fiction novel that is 
warm, upbeat, intriguing and wholly absorbing.

I don’t tell Mum and Sam anything about my 
weekends with Dad. It would be giving them tickets 
into that world. The world Dad and I have created. 
And I don’t want to do that. It’s ours. It’s all we have. 
It’s all we’ve been allowed since my parents 
got divorced.

Cate gets to spend every second weekend with her 
dad, and each time something special and surprising 
happens. Something that fires the creative spark that 
Cate channels into her writing.

And everything is fine until Cate’s stepdad, Sam, gets 
offered his dream job in London and her mum decides 
they are going to move to England with him …

Cate must decide what she wants for herself. She  
loves both her parents – but she must choose 
between them.

A warm and funny novel full of unexpected twists and 
turns, joy and heartbreak.

AGES 10–14

2625

HUDA WAS HERE 
H. Hayek

Huda hatches a bold plan to help her dad get a job – which 
lands her and her brother in all kinds of trouble. A delightful 
and funny story, from a CBCA award-winning author, about a 
lion-hearted girl who just wants the best for her family.

I told her this would happen. I told her we’d get caught and 
arrested. But she didn’t listen. Now we’re stuck here. At the police 
station. Huda yawns loudly and stretches out her arms. Almost 
like she’s bored in science class and waiting for the bell to go for 
lunch. Except we’re not at school, we’re in police custody. Because 
of her stupid idea.

When her dad loses his job as a security officer and takes a job 
interstate, Huda convinces Akeal to help her sneak out each night 

to create mischief in the neighbourhood – in the hope that with more crime, their dad will be 
reinstated as a security patroller.

The dynamic duo begin their crime spree by pushing over bins the night before rubbish 
collection. As their activities escalate, will they be able to outsmart the authorities? Huda 
is brave, but how much is she willing to risk for family unity – and what else might she and 
Akeal uncover along the way?

A thoroughly entertaining story full of hijinks, courage and hilarity.

H. Hayek is the second-youngest of seven children, born to Lebanese-Australian parents in Adelaide. She 
struggled with reading and writing through her earliest years at school, but knew she wanted to work with 
words. H. Hayek has degrees in Communication (Journalism & Public Relations) and Teaching and has worked 
as a primary school teacher and journalist. But above all, writing stories involving unique kids, with unique 
backgrounds, has been her passion. H. Hayek enjoys exploring themes of identity — what it means to be 
Australian, Muslim, and Lebanese, and being a little bit mischievous! www.hhayek.com

April 2023 • 198x128mm • PB • 240pp • WORLD RIGHTS

AGES 9–13

A LITTLE SPARK 
Barry Jonsberg

Barry Jonsberg is the internationally popular author of 22 
novels for which he’s won many awards including: WINNER 
Victorian Premier’s, Queensland Premier’s, Gold Inky, Territory 
Reads, Adelaide Festival, German Readers’ Choice Leserpreis, 
Children’s Peace Literature Awards;  SHORTLISTED CBCA (three 
times), Prime Minister’s (twice), NSW Premier’s, WA Premier’s, 
Indie Awards. Barry’s titles have been published in 18 countries, 
translated into 12 languages and My Life as an Alphabet was 
adapted into the award winning feature film H is for Happiness. 
Barry was also a high school teacher of English for 38 years. 
www.barryjonsberg.com

August 2022 • 198x128mm • PB • 256pp 
WORLD RIGHTS • RIGHTS SOLD: German (PRH/cbj)

“Jonsberg has crafted an engaging 
and honest story that is filled with 

the unexpected … A Little Spark is an 
uplifting read, reminding us to always put 
ourselves in the moment, to dream and 

to never lose our spark..”
 Books & Publishing
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MIDDLE GRADE FICTION MIDDLE GRADE FICTION   

27

MARS DUOLOGY 
HM Waugh

Pacy and compelling, with evocative 
worldbuilding, great characters and snappy 
dialogue, the Mars duology is a fun page-
turning space adventure from an exciting 
Australian talent!

MARS AWAKENS (May 2022)

Raised in rival colonies on Mars, each long ago 
abandoned by Earth, Dee and Holt have been 
brought up to hate even the idea of each other. 
But when a mysterious object crash lands on a 
far-flung Martian plain, they are both sent to 
investigate and their fates intertwine. Together 
they must battle epic storms and deadly 
bioclouds while unpicking the web of lies they 
have been told about their planet. Will their 
bond be strong enough to withstand the arrival 
of a mysterious invader that threatens to end life 
on Mars forever?

Timely and compelling, Mars Awakens is an 
unputdownable space adventure that offers a 
window into our future.

May 2022 • 198x128mm • PB • 288pp • WORLD RIGHTS

28

MARS UNDERGROUND (May 2023)

Dee and Holt think they’ve found safety, but 
together they must face new dangers to reunite 
the humans of Mars in this heart-stopping, 
page-turning sequel to Mars Awakens. 

When Dee brought Holt home to Davinci 
colony, there was a new sense of hope for 
human life on Mars. But now? There’s been no 
mission organised to go to Newton. Dee is on 
punishment duties, and Holt and Chayse are 
kept hidden away with the fragile Futures. Dee 
is destined to join them in a prison-like life of 
isolation, unless they can take matters into their 
own hands.

Dee, Holt and Chase set out to cross the planet 
to Newton via a network of subterranean 
tunnels. Can they reach it without encountering 
the Others – the sinister biocloud they’ve been 
running from? And if they make it, can they 
convince the Newtonians to work with Davinci – 
those they’ve been trained to hate? 

Featuring four well developed characters, and a richly layered story with themes of 
friendship, independence, power within social structures, humanity, acceptance, resilience, 
and courage, the Mars Duology is fun, heart-warming and uplifting, with a hint of romance. 
Its thrilling conclusion is immensely satisfying!

May 2023 • 198x128mm • PB • 288pp • WORLD RIGHTS

AGES 10–14

HM Waugh is an environmental scientist, writer and educator with a long-term love of wild places and high 
mountains. The books’ authenticity is informed by her expertise around all things Mars, from the food web 
that humans would need to create life there to the topography and climate. When not writing, HM Waugh is 
teaching school and community groups about science and the environment. 
www.hmwaugh.com 

“a pacey sci-fi thriller [Mars Awakens] ends on a proper nail-biting cliffhanger.” The Sydney Morning Herald
“Blast off to Mars in this thrilling tale of mysterious threats and unlikely friendships!” National Geographic Kids

“Conflict, friendship and the environment come together in an engaging story for middle-grade readers…” 
 Geelong Advertiser

“Mars Awakens is a much needed and much welcomed ‘hard’ sci-fi for primary school readers. It does what the 
genre at its absolute best should – gets you excited for a distant, alien future that might very well happen.” Readings

“... Mars Awakens has everything good science-fiction should make us feel – angst, wonder, existential loneliness, 
fear of the unknown, paradigm shifts, intrepid adventure, frailty, conflict, and companionship. ... fantastic for science-

fiction lovers of any age.” CBCA’s Reading Time
“Thrilling and addictive, [Mars Awakens]  explores themes like prejudice and adversity, all on the super cool setting 
of Mars. There are mysteries to solve, challenges to overcome and sacrifices to be made... If you love mystery, sci-fi, 

action and adventure, Mars Awakens is for you.” Kids Book Review
“Great characters… great world-building and a common enemy that is totally spooky. Highly recommended.” 

Goodreads

On Mars Awakens:
“As one of the rare science fiction books I’ve read, I was engrossed in it, so maybe ... it’s not so much the genre, but 

the premise and story that matters.” The Book Muse
“Not usually a sci-fi fan, Mars Awakens definitely changed my mind... Great read!” What Book Next.com
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May 2023 • 198x129mm • PB • 288pp • WORLD RIGHTS

WE COULD BE SOMETHING 
Will Kostakis

Will Kostakis is best known for his award-winning contemporary YA novels. His first, Loathing Lola, was 
published when he was just nineteen. The First Third won the 2014 Gold Inky Award and was shortlisted for 
the CBCA and the Prime Minister’s Literary Awards, among others. The Sidekicks, his US debut, won the IBBY 
Australia Ena Noel Award and was shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, among others. Will 
has also contributed to numerous anthologies, including the ABIA Award-winning Begin, End, Begin and Out 
Now: Queer We Go Again! published in the US. He was awarded the 2020 Maurice Saxby Award by the School 
Library Association of NSW for service to children’s and young adult literature and is an ambassador for the 
NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge. www.willkostakis.com

An emotional, romantic, rollercoaster of a novel about two young 
men who are each on a journey of discovery. Warm, funny and 
genuinely moving, We Could Be Something is a contemporary queer 
dual-narrative YA with terrific voices and a huge heart. It’s part 
coming-out story, part falling-in-love story, part relationship break-
down story, part extended-family story, all underpinned by love.

Seventeen-year-old Harvey dreams of escaping his life. But when his 
fathers’ marriage implodes, he’s hauled across Australia on a red-eye 
flight to live on top of a Sydney café with the extended Greek family 
he barely knows – a family who are about to get some very sad news.

Sotiris has achieved his dream. He’s a published author at seventeen. 
But in reality, the dream … kind of sucks. When he meets a cute, wise-cracking bookseller 
named Jeremy, however, he discovers a new and unexpected dream. One he’s not sure he’s 
prepared for.

Harvey’s and Sotiris’s stories converge on the same street in Darlinghurst, in this beautifully 
heartfelt novel about how our dreams shape us, and what they cost us.

On The Sidekicks:
“While this is Kostakis’s American debut, his literary polish and deep understanding of teen storytelling is compelling and 

nuanced from the first page …” Starred review, School Library Journal
“An engrossing study of relationships, unintended consequences, and the many-nuanced similarities and differences that 

makes us human …” Starred review, VOYA magazine
“A masterfully written story filled with heart, sorrow, and hope.” Laurie Halse Anderson, New York Times bestselling author

On The First Third:
“… a must read for fans of John Green and Melina Marchetta” Hypable.com

“The First Third has a warm, authentic voice … just the right mix of humour and affection.”  
Maryanne Hyde, Good Reading Magazine

“The relationships in this novel are gems, funny dialogue, wonderful characters, a story told with so much heart.”                    
Melina Marchetta, Printz Award-winning author

From best-selling author and master storyteller Paul 
Jennings comes an emotional story of family love 
and the healing power of nature. 

Emily loves the bush and the native animals on her 
family’s reforested property, particularly the beautiful 
rainbow lorikeets that nest in one of the tallest trees. 
But then her father is diagnosed with a terminal 
illness, and Emily’s world enters a tailspin.

Her twin brother, Alex, refuses to accept the truth. 
His coping mechanism is to build elaborate additions 
to his treehouse in the superstitious belief that it will 
avert disaster – leaving Emily to deal with harsh reality 
on her own.

When Alex secretly adopts a feral kitten, going against 
everything that’s important to Emily, the siblings’ 
emotions reach boiling point – with potentially 
dangerous consequences for them all. 

Tightly written, compelling and thought-provoking The 
Lorikeet Tree is a moving story of family, loss and love. 

THE LORIKEET TREE 
Paul Jennings

Paul Jennings has written more than one hundred stories and sold over ten million books worldwide. Since 
the publication of Unreal! in 1985, readers all around the world have loved his stories. The first two series of 
the top-rating TV series Round the Twist were based on Paul’s popular short story collections and he received 
two Awgie awards for screenwriting episodes. He was made a Member of the Order of Australia for services 
to children’s literature in 1995, was awarded the prestigious Dromkeen Medal in 2001 and was made a Fellow 
of Monash University in 2010. In 2019 he was awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award by the Children’s Book 
Council of Australia. www.pauljennings.com.au

February 2023 • 208x138mm • PB • 240pp 
WORLD RIGHTS • RIGHTS SOLD: UK English (Old Barn)

“Arguably Australia’s greatest living 
children’s author…”

 Australian Book Review

“Paul Jennings knows how to tell a tale – 
tall or twisted, terrifying or trueJennings 
is unafraid of the dark corners, drawing 

out stories that give voice to things 
absurd, peculiar and strange. Somehow, 
he’s able to take a reader’s hand – often 

a very young reader – and walk them 
through landscapes of vulnerability, 

finding tenderness and humour in the 
most unexpected places …” 

Gabbie Stroud, author of Teacher and 
Dear Parents
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WE DIDN’T THINK IT THROUGH 
Gary Lonesborough

Gary Lonesborough is a Yuin man, who grew up on the Far South Coast of NSW as part of a large and proud 
Aboriginal family. Gary was always writing as a child, and continued his creative journey when he moved to 
Sydney to study at film school. Gary has experience working in Aboriginal health, the disability sector, and 
the film industry. He was Bega Valley Shire Council Young Citizen of the Year, won the Patrick White Young 
Indigenous Writers’ Award, and has received a Copyright Agency First Nations Fellowship. The Boy from the 
Mish was Gary’s debut YA novel and was published in the US in 2022 under the title Ready When You Are.

From the author of the highly acclaimed debut The Boy from the Mish, 
comes a compelling coming-of-age YA novel about seventeen-year-
old Jamie Langton finding his future and navigating the challenges of 
racism, family and friendship in a small Australian town.

The thought comes to me: This is how I die. Dally is going to lose control 
and crash us into a pole or a house and we will be killed on impact.

Jamie lives in Dalton’s Bay with Aunty Dawn and Uncle Bobby. He spends 
his downtime hanging out with his mates, Dally and Lenny. Mark Cassidy 
and his white mates take every opportunity they can to bully Jamie and 
his friends. On Lenny’s last night in town before moving to Sydney, after 
another episode of racist harassment, Jamie, Dally and Lenny decide 
to retaliate by vandalising Mark Cassidy’s car. And when they discover 
the keys are in the ignition… Dally changes the plan. Soon they are all in 
Mark Cassidy’s stolen car cruising through town, aiming to take it for a 
quick spin, then dump it.

But it’s a bad plan. Jamie ends up in the juvenile justice system where he 
must find a way to mend his relationships with himself, his friends, his 
family and his future.

On The Boy From the Mish:

WINNER: 2022 IBBY Australia Ena Noël Award; 2021 Favourite Australian Debut Book, Booktopia FAB Awards
HIGHLY COMMENDED: 2022 Book of the Year for Older Children, Australian Book Industry Awards 

SHORTLISTED: 2022 NSW Premier’s Literary Awards; 2022 Book of the Year: Older Readers, CBCA Awards; 2022 
Young Adult Book of the Year, Indie Book Awards; 2022 Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards; 2021 Readings Young 

Adult Book Prize

“The Boy from the Mish is an extraordinary debut novel, and I loved this tender, beautiful story with all my heart.” 
NINA KENWOOD

“A lightning bolt to the soul.” WILL KOSTAKIS

“Honest. Funny. Beautiful. This book is all the things.” GABBIE STROUD

July 2022 • 234x153mm • PB • 288pp • WORLD RIGHTS
RIGHTS SOLD: North & South American English (Candlewick)

EDDY, EDDY 
Kate De Goldi

Kate de Goldi is one of New Zealand’s   
most celebrated authors. She has published 
a range of short stories, collections and 
novels for adults and children. De Goldi’s 
novel The 10pm Question (2008) was 
published to critical acclaim both in New 
Zealand and overseas, quickly becoming 
an iconic piece of New Zealand literature.                          
De Goldi has been extensively involved with 
numerous programmes, committees and 
organisations focused on creative writing, 
reading and New Zealand literature.

Eddy, Eddy is a coming of age story, a love story, an 
earthquake story and a story of finding your way back 
from grief.

Eddy Smallbone (orphan) is grappling with identity, love, 
loss and religion. It’s two years since he blew up his 
school life and the earthquakes felled his city. Home life is 
maddening. His pet-minding job is expanding in peculiar 
directions. And now the past and the future have come 
calling – in unexpected form.

As Eddy navigates his way through the Christchurch 
suburbs to Christmas, juggling competing responsibilities 
and an increasingly noisy interior world, he moves closer 
and closer to an overdue personal reckoning.

Eddy, Eddy is a richly layered novel, deftly written with 
humour and pathos: a love story, peopled with flawed and 
comical characters, both human and animal; and a story of 
grief, the way its punch may leave you floundering – and 
how others can help you find your way back.

Loosely mirroring A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, 
Eddy, Eddy revels in language’s stretch and play,  
the blessings of story and songs, and the giddy road  
to adulthood.

“Intense, funny, shocking and 
exuberant, Eddy, Eddy is a brilliant, 

rich and effervescent novel.”
 Ursula Dubosarsky

“Eddy, Eddy is sublime: so subtle and 
beautiful.” 

Carole Beu, Women’s Bookshop

“Lock your doors, put your phones 
on silent, and enjoy losing all track 
of time when you’re introduced to 

Eddy and his complicated, endearing, 
off-beat world.” 

 Emma Neale

“An absolute beauty.” 
Louise Ward, Wardini Books

“Clever, funny and dark.”
 Radio New Zealand
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