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A story of sisterhood, how catastrophe can change our lives in different 
ways, and how family together can overcome the struggles they face 
individually. 

Meg and Nina are two sisters living very different lives. Meg is extremely 
organised and possibly has OCD; Nina is so depressed she is living like a 
homeless person in her own flat and feels as though she has lost control of her 
life. As a result she has become estranged from her family. But when Meg’s 
repeated attempts to make contact with her eventually succeed, Nina can’t 
refuse her request to head north with her and their younger sister Amber, 
whose drug addictions have torn the family apart.

What follows is a surprisingly funny and deeply moving novel about family 
and sisters and how we each deal with the catastrophies life throws our way. 
Peggy Frew is the consummate observer of human frailty, and in Wildflowers 
she has created a compassionate and forensically observed family drama that 
is impossible to put down and even harder to forget.

Praise for Peggy Frew
‘Peggy Frew is an amazing writer... Elegant, tender and very wise.’ – Chris 
Womersley, author of Bereft, on Hope Farm

‘Peggy Frew’s novel, Hope Farm, tells an original tale, drawing into the body 
of Australian literary fiction, a world between the cracks. Peggy’s voice is 
contemporary, her observations sharp and sensitive. Hope Farm describes the 
cycle of loss and damage when there are no boundaries to protect us.’ – Sofie 
Laguna, author of The Eye of the Sheep, 2015 Miles Franklin Literary Award 
winner, on Hope Farm

‘This novel knows, at its heart, that stories always belong to more than one 
person. Rich, complex and properly thought-provoking.’ – Tegan Bennett 
Daylight, author of The Details, on Islands

September 2022 | Pages tbc
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WILDFLOWERS 
Peggy Frew

PEGGY FREW is based in Melbourne. Her first 
novel, House of Sticks, won the Victorian Premier’s 
Literary Award for an Unpublished Manuscript by an 
Emerging Victorian Writer. Hope Farm, her sec-
ond novel, won the Barbara Jefferis Award, and was 
shortlisted for the Stella Prize and the Miles Franklin 
Literary Award. Her third novel, Islands, was longlist-
ed for the Miles Franklin Literary Award. She is also 
a member of the critically acclaimed and award-win-
ning Melbourne band Art of Fighting. 

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available



A tender and humourous exploration of what it means to age and grow 
old, and how this can change us in new ways, from the twice winner of 
Australia’s premier literary prize.

With a simple setting and a handful of characters, Alex Miller has written a 
novel of clarity and strength. It’s set in rural Victoria, and in China (briefly) 
and the environments are masterfully evocative; from the busyness of the 
Chinese streets to the sound and sight of galahs flying over the farm.

‘The private world of old age. It is the world towards which all our efforts 
and struggles are leading us. A world of fear and pain and futility, a world of 
confusion. A place where there is no future left, no hope, but only the certainty 
of pain and death and the pain and death of our loved ones.’

Despite the seemingly bleak subject matter, Miller’s characters are written 
with humour, warmth, human frailty and wisdom. The Brief Affair of Dr 
Frances Egan is ultimately a tender novel that explores a somber aspect of life 
with kindness and a bright outlook.

Praise for Alex Miller
‘Rare and radiant fiction. An indispensable novel.’ – Australian Book Review 
on Autumn Laing 

‘This is an amazing book. The reader can’t help but offer up a prayerful thank 
you that human beings still have the audacity to write like this.’ – Carolyn See, 
Washington Post on Conditions of Faith

‘Bold, but brilliant, his simple voice turning this tangled tale of love, friendship 
and misunderstanding into something both powerful and deeply moving.’ – 
Jennifer Byrne, Women’s Weekly on Coal Creek

‘Half a dozen of Miller’s novels are likely to be judged among the finest of 
the past quarter century. They were written in the course of a career that 
has showcased Miller’s subtlety, narrative craft, moral acuity and delight in 
writing about what he loves.’ – The Weekend Australian

November 2022 | Pages tbc
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THE BRIEF AFFAIR OF DR FRANCES EGAN 
Alex Miller

ALEX MILLER is the award-winning author of 
twelve novels and a collection of essays and stories. 
His work is published internationally and widely 
in translation. Miller is twice winner of the Miles 
Franklin Literary Award, an overall winner of the 
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, and a twice winner 
of the Christina Stead Prize for Fiction in the NSW 
Premier’s Literary Awards. He has also received the 
Melbourne Prize for Literature and the Victorian 
Premier’s Literary Award.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available

PREVIOUS RIGHTS SOLD: United Kingdom (Allen 
& Unwin UK), US (Europa Editions) and Canada 
(HarperCollins), Chinese Simplified (Foreign 
Language Teaching and Research Publishing), 
Bulgarian (Zhar), German (Bloomsbury 
Berlin), Dutch (The House of Books), Turkish 
(Pegasus), Hungarian (Libri Konyvkiado Kft), 
French (Phebus)



If you were a jurer in a sexual assault case, do you think you could 
truly be just? 

Four teenage boys have been charged with multiple sexual offences against 
three girls as a result of a sex game they invented based on rolling a dice. The 
case requires the jury to consider contentious issues of consent, date-rape, 
social media misuse and intoxication. 

The jury is a group of men and women from eighteen to sixty-seven, white 
New Zealanders and Māori, among them a dishwasher, a scientist, a privileged 
mother, a forester, a childcare worker, and an accountant. How will they work 
out what actually happened and who should be punished? And how will the 
power dynamics in the jury room affect this?

From pre-trial to post-trial, each juror narrates a chapter of the novel through 
which we see the impact of the jurors’ life experiences and values on their 
narrative construction of the evidence, as well as the impact of the trial on 
their own personal lives. The reader, too, is invited to participate as a jury 
member with the structure of the novel mirroring aspects of the court 
experience as information is withheld, fragmented and re-told by different 
witnesses.

Dice is an incredibly timely exploration of how sexual violence is viewed 
in our society, and draws on ground-breaking doctorate jury research 
which analyses the influence of rape myths on real jurors’ narratives in 
sexual violence trials. Baylis tackles this challenging topic with sensitivity, 
nuance and a determination to reveal the truth of sexual assault cases in the 
courtroom. 

Praise for Dice
‘The novel achieves what the best fiction achieves: it draws us into the story 
on a deeply personal level, coaxing us to consider what we would do in the 
same situation’ while the ‘moving and powerful final moment delivers a sense 
of narrative completion while also reminding us of the flawed nature of the 
justice system.’ – Catherine Chidgey, award-winning novelist

F
IC

T
IO

N
 | M

odern &
 C

ontem
porary

DICE 
Claire Baylis

CLAIRE BAYLIS is a New Zealand based fiction 
writer and jury researcher. Her fiction has appeared 
in Landfall, Sport, Takahē, and Turbine/Kapohau, 
and has been read on Radio New Zealand. She has 
twice won short story competitions and has received 
a Spinoff Surrey Hotel Residency. She has recently 
completed her PhD in creative writing from Victoria 
University of Wellington. She was a law lecturer at 
Victoria University for twelve years. She currently 
lives in Rotorua with her family.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available

March 2023 | Pages tbc



A mystery of family and violence filled with tension.

On a hot morning in 1991 in the regional town of Clarke, Barney Clarke (no 
relation) is woken by the unexpected arrival of many policemen: they are 
going to search his backyard for the body of a missing woman.

Next door, Leonie Wallace and little Joe watch the police cars through their 
kitchen window. Leonie has been waiting for this day for five years. She is 
certain that her friend – Ginny Lawson – is buried in that backyard under a 
slab of suspicious concrete. 

But the fate of Ginny Lawson is not the only mystery in Clarke. Barney lives 
alone in a rented house with a ring on his finger, but where is Barney’s wife? 
Leonie lives with four-year-old Joe, but where is Joe’s mother? 

Clarke is a story of family and violence, of identity and longing, of unlikely 
connections and the comedy of everyday life. At its centre stands Leonie 
Wallace, a travel agent who has never travelled, a warm woman full of love 
and hope and grief, who must steer Joe safely through a very strange time 
indeed. 

Praise for Holly Throsby
‘The kind of big-hearted, emotionally bruising story that reminds you why 
you love fiction... Goodwood is many things: a satisfying and conscientiously 
constructed mystery, an affectionate but clear-eyed portrait of a time and a 
place, and a darkly lovely coming of age story. But most of all, it’s a complete 
revelation, the conjuring up of a sad, beautiful, indelible little world of its 
own’ – The Sydney Morning Herald on Goodwood

‘This is a masterful novel. There’s a fragility at the core of her characters and 
an intimacy that adds depth to their quirks and peccadillos; there is 
such heart in her storytelling. Readers who loved Goodwood will find even 
more to love here.’ – Books + Publishing
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CLARKE
Holly Throsby

HOLLY THROSBY is a songwriter, musician and 
novelist from Sydney, Australia. She has released five 
solo albums, a collection of original children’s songs, 
an album as part of the band Seeker Lover Keeper, 
and has been nominated for four ARIAs. Holly’s debut 
novel, Goodwood (2016), was a critically acclaimed 
bestseller shortlisted for the Indie and ABIA awards as 
well as the Davitt and Ned Kelly awards. Her second 
novel, Cedar Valley (2018) was another bestseller and 
was longlisted for the Indie and Davitt awards.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available

November 2022 | Pages tbc



From the bestselling author of Six Minutes and The Good Teacher 
comes a compelling family drama of marital secrets and family 
tensions set within an investigation of sinister unsolved killings.

The close-knit community of Kinton Bay is shocked when fifteen-year-old 
Siena Britton makes a grisly discovery in the national park. She believes it’s 
a skull from the town’s violent colonial past and posts a video which hits the 
news headlines.

Her parents, Meri and Rollo, aren’t so sure. In 1998, their classmate went 
missing after a party in the Killing Cave. They’re horrified to discover the 
destructive teenage parties are still happening, and Siena was there last 
weekend.

While Meri is trying to keep her daughter out of trouble, she doesn’t realise 
her son, Taj, has his own problems. And none of them foresees the danger 
that Siena’s actions will create for the whole family.

As more secrets are exposed, the police investigate whether multiple murders 
have been committed. If so, by whom? And is the killer still living in Kinton 
Bay?

The Liars is a heart-stopping cocktail of family secrets, sinister unsolved 
killings and a community at war with itself.

Praise for Petronella McGovern
‘One of my favourite Australian writers! Petronella McGovern consistently 
delivers smart, twisty page-turners guaranteed to keep her readers coming 
back for more!’ – Lianne Moriary

‘Compelling, contemporary crime fiction at its best. McGovern fully captures 
the soul of an Australian small town overdue a reckoning.’ – RWR McDonald, 
author of the beststelling Nancy Business

September 2022 | 416 pages
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THE LIARS 
Petronella McGovern

PETRONELLA MCGOVERN is a writer and 
editor who grew up on a farm outside Bathurst, NSW. 
After working in Canberra for a number of years, she 
now lives in Sydney’s northern beaches with her hus-
band and two children. Petronella’s bestselling novels, 
Six Minutes and The Good Teacher were received to 
great acclaim. The Liars is her third novel.

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Available

PREVIOUS RIGHTS SOLD: Previous rights with 
agent



Would you kill your brother to save yourself? 

After months of searching, disgraced athlete Elise Glyk has finally found her 
missing brother, Callum. He’s being held in a backyard prison by Stephanie 
Hartnell, a former sheep farmer with an axe to grind. But before Elise can free 
Callum or call for help, she is captured and locked up alongside him.

Stephanie Hartnell doesn’t have room for two prisoners, and she has nothing 
against Elise. But she needs to make sure Elise can’t go to the police. So she 
offers her a deal: kill Callum, and you’re free to go.

Of course, Elise won’t even consider the deal. No way. It’s unthinkable. But 
she’s running out of time to find another way out. And her brother may not 
have told her the whole truth ...

A twisted roller-coaster of action and suspense from the acclaimed bestselling 
author of Hangman.

Praise for Kill Your Brother
‘Pure twist from start to finish.’ – Sarah Bailey, author of The Housemate

‘Twisted . . . fiendish . . . startling.’ – Gabriel Bergmoser

‘Survivor on steroids.’ – Greg Woodland

‘Utterly compelling. A complex sibling relationship twisting and turning on 
itself . . . shades of Stephen King. Yes, it’s that good . . . A wickedly delicious 
feast of a thriller.’ – Sarah Thornton, author of Lapse
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KILL YOUR BROTHER 
Jack Heath

JACK HEATH is the award-winning author of 
more than thirty thrillers for children and adults. In 
2018 his first crime novel for adults, Hangman, was a 
smash-hit in Australia and has since been translated 
into French, German, Russian and Serbian. It was vot-
ed one of the 101 best books of all time by Dymocks 
Booklovers, and TV rights were optioned by Disney. 

RIGHTS HELD: English Language 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available

PREVIOUS RIGHTS SOLD: Previous rights with 
agent

December 2021 | 352 pages



From the picturesque streets of pre-war Vienna to Britain’s atmospheric 
cities in the grip of war, Esther’s Children is the perfect read for fans 
of Kate Quinn’s The Alice Network, and Kelly Rimmer’s The Warsaw 
Orphan. 

Austria, 1936: Esther ‘Tess’ Simpson works for a British organisation that 
rescues academics from the threatening Fascist and anti-Semitic regimes 
taking hold in Europe. On a dangerous trip to Vienna to help bring aid to 
Europe’s threatened Jewish scholars, Esther meets Harry Singer, a young 
Jewish academic and musician, and they fall in love.

Tess works tirelessly to rescue Jewish academics and scientists from across 
Europe, trying to find positions for them in Britain and America. In 1938 
she secures employment for Harry at the Imperial College. Their love affair 
intensifies as the world heads into war, yet they are separated once again as 
Britain moves to intern European refugees.

With Harry detained on the Isle of Man while still waiting for news of his 
parents, Esther and the Society plead with the government for the interned 
scientists’ release. When Harry is eventually liberated, he discovers that his 
parents have found their own path to freedom in America and he is forced to 
make an impossible choice: stay with Esther and turn his back on his parents, 
or follow them to reunite his family.

A World War II love story of courage and sacrifice inspired by the extraordinary 
life of Esther Simpson, who helped rescue thousands of academic refugees 
from death and persecution.

Praise for Finding Eadie
‘A riveting, heart-stopping read that features fascinating insight into London’s 
wartime publishing world.’ – Woman’s Day

‘[Beecham’s] characters are likeable and real, her writing is engaging and the 
subject matter is gripping.’ – The Weekly Times

‘This moving story of Alice’s fearless pursuit of her baby contains all the 
ingredients of a spy thriller…A wonderful page-turner with great relevance 
for our times.’ – The Chronicle

May 2022 | 376 pages
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ESTHER’S CHILDREN 
Caroline Beecham

CAROLINE BEECHAM is a novelist, writer and 
producer. She is the author of three books: Maggie’s 
Kitchen, Eleanor’s Secret, and Finding Eadie. She has 
worked in documentary, film and drama, and discov-
ered that she loves to write fiction and to share lesser 
known histories; in particular those of pioneering 
women whose lives transport us back to the past, 
yet speak to us now. Caroline has a MA in Film & 
Television and a MA in Creative Writing. She lives in 
Sydney with her husband and two teenage sons.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available

PREVIOUS RIGHTS SOLD: North America 
(Putnam), United Kingdom (Ebury Press) 
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A fabulous and enlightening book for anyone with depression or 
who has a friend or family member who has depression, from the 
internationally bestselling author of The Book of Overthinking.

In her new book, Gwendoline Smith tackles the increasingly prevalent 
mental health issue of depression. She explains the difference between being 
blue and being depressed, and how to identify when you have moved beyond 
sadness to clinical depression. She suggests therapies for both the blues and 
depression and distinguishes between different types of depression and how 
best to manage them. She explains the difference between psychiatry and 
psychology and what they both have to offer in treating depression.

In her trademark no nonsense but warm tone and with similar quirky 
illustrations to her other titles, The Book of Feeling Blue will include:

1. Description of depression and how to spot it
2. Medical treatments for depression
3. CBT treatments
4. Natural therapies
5. Baby blues/post natal depression
6. Depression in teenagers
7. Old age depression
8. Looking after yourself when you have depression
9. Supporting a family member or friend with depression 

The Book of Feeling Blue is a beautiful and compassionate exploration of the 
history and many different types of depression, with a variety of treatment 
suggestions based on current research. Gwendoline Smith continues to 
use her accessible and compassionate writing to help those struggling with 
mental health. 
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THE BOOK OF FEELING BLUE  
DEPRESSION EXPLAINED & MANAGED 
Gwendoline Smith

GWENDOLINE SMITH B Soc Sci, M Soc Sci 
(hons), Dip Clin Psych is a clinical psychologist, 
speaker, blogger and the author of bestselling books 
The Book of Overthinking, The Book of Knowing and 
The Book of Angst. She also goes by the name Dr 
Know.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: United Kingdom (tba)

PREVIOUS RIGHTS SOLD: United Kingdom 
(Atlantic Books), North America (Andrews 
McMeel), Turkish (The Kitap), Japanese 
(CCC Media House Co), Korean (Danielstone 
Publishing Co, Yemun Publishing Co), Chinese 
Simplified (Beijing United Creadion Culture 
Media Co), Chinese Complex (Ecus Cultural 
Enterprise), Indonesian (Shira Media Group)

January 2023 | Pages tbc



A humorous and warm exploration about learning to read food as the 
awkward love language perfected by Asian parents.

What is the most unsayable thing you have ever wanted to say to your parents? 
A long-held gripe, a difficult secret, a bottled up swear word or two? For 
journalist Candice Chung, since saying yes to a mid-pandemic offer to move 
across the globe, there’s been one thing on her mind: ‘If anything happens, I 
love you.’

Simple. Reasonable. A message that, during bathroom mirror rehearsals, 
makes herself a little teary, even. If only her parents weren’t so allergic to the 
word ‘love’.

As the food journalist packs up her life in Sydney for Glasgow, she’s determined 
to tackle what’s left unsaid. To do this, she must find a different vocabulary. A 
way to unscramble what her family has been trying to tell each other all along 
– not in their half-baked Cantonese or English – but with food.

Told in the format of a glossary; these humorous, interconnected entries chart 
the story of Candice’s family’s earnest (if clumsy) attempts to get close as she 
counts down to move to Glasgow. It’s a tribute to her introverted parents, but 
also a story for anyone who has ever found their loved one’s emotional worlds 
impenetrable, except for those fragile, bright-hearted moments at the dinner 
table.

WHY CHINESE PARENTS DON’T SAY I LOVE YOU 
Candice Chung

CANDICE CHUNG is a Sydney-based Walkley 
Award-winning journalist and editor. She’s a restau-
rant reviewer for The Sun Herald and a contributor to 
New York Times Style Magazine Australia, Bloomberg, 
Good Food, SBS Food, Time Out, The Australian Gour-
met Traveller, The Griffith Review and Pebbler. Her 
story ‘Why Chinese Parents Don’t Say I Love You’, first 
published on The Sydney Morning Herald, generated 
more than two million page impressions.

RIGHTS HELD: World excluding US

RIGHTS SOLD: Available

September 2023 | Pages tbc
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The compelling, heart-warming story of how a traumatised young 
woman found peace through her friendship with an injured dolphin 
called Jock. 

When Melody Horrill began a marine biology course at the University of 
Adelaide she was a traumatised, broken young woman, hiding behind a 
carefully crafted exterior. She had experienced a lifetime of emotional and 
physical abuse at the hands of her father. When she was in her teens, he had 
stabbed her mother in the face and then tried to cut his own throat. He’d 
been jailed for the savage attack, but when he was released he continued his 
campaign of abuse even as his family tried to hide from him. Eventually he 
killed himself, leaving a note saying how much he hated Melody and her 
brother, and a garage full of homemade weapons, each with the name of his 
children and wife on them.

One weekend Melody volunteered to help her university lecturer monitor a 
pod of river dolphins that lived in the waters of Port Adelaide. There for the 
first time she encountered Jock, a solitary dolphin with a maimed fin, who 
lived apart from the highly social pod. Melody was to form a bond with Jock 
that gave her the key to freeing herself from the demons of her own past, and 
begin a long-term mission to try to save the river dolphins.
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A DOLPHIN CALLED JOCK 
AN INJURED DOLPHIN. A LOST YOUNG WOMAN. A STORY OF HOPE. 
Melody Horrill

MELODY HORRILL is an award-winning jour-
nalist, presenter, and documentary producer, with 
more than 20 years’ experience in broadcast media 
both in Australia and overseas. As a broadcast jour-
nalist, Melody specialised in writing and presenting 
environment and science feature stories, and pre-
sented the weather. Her documentary Dance with a 
Dolphin was broadcast across the world on CNN, with 
Melody presenting it from the US.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: North America (tba)

June 2022 | 256 pages



Acclaimed travel and nature writer Anthony Ham spotlights the 
world’s largest rainforest in this unique combination of international 
politics, conservation, true crime, travel, biography and memoir.

This is the story of a man who spent a lifetime trying to save a pristine corner 
of the Amazon. Chris Clark is a flawed and fascinating hero, one who survived 
tragedy, numerous death threats, a dysfunctional family, and the full-throated 
opposition of powerful interests in Brazil to carve out a small but vital piece of 
the Amazon rainforest. Backed by a small but passionate group of supporters, 
and aided by the Waimiri-Atroari, one of the most isolated Indian nations in 
the northern Amazon, Clark spent thirty years in a race against time to save 
the Amazon before it disappeared.

August 2022 | Pages tbc
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SAVING THE AMAZON
Anthony Ham

ANTHONY HAM is a freelance writer and pho-
tographer who has built a reputation as a trusted 
guide. A veteran nature and travel writer, Anthony’s 
work has appeared in newspapers and magazines in 
Australia and worldwide, including The Sydney Morn-
ing Herald, National Geographic Traveler (US), BBC 
Wildlife (UK), Lonely Planet Magazine (UK), Africa 
Geographic (UK), Travel Africa (UK), and others. He 
has written or contributed to more than 100 guide-
books for Lonely Planet.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available



Abandon all rancour ye who enter here. Peter Macleod-Miller’s 
ministries over his life show the difference one person who genuinely 
reflects the real values of Christianity can make to many individual 
lives and to entire communities.

The road to enlightenment is paved with many things: good intentions, 
compassion, and epiphanies, but there are pitfalls too, wildcards and trolls 
lurking under bridges. The road to Damascus can be brutal but it can also be 
transcendent. The passage charted by Father Peter Macleod-Miller is one of 
light, love and shadows. Throughout his journey he’s faced many challenges: 
personal, institutional and liturgical, and there’s a way to go yet. 

Born the first of identical twins, each of whom has mapped an extraordinary 
course in life, Peter chose the church as the medium through which he 
could best share his gifts and blessings. His teachers were varied, sometimes 
masked, occasionally dark, often luminescent and at times unintentional. 
Peter was gifted with a singing voice to compliment his brother’s, an 
undaunted spirit, sharp wit, compassion and a family whose love and passion 
for creativity supported him through storms that would have sunk many a 
weaker vessel. From a childhood in Sydney’s leafy northern suburbs to the 
cloistered wonders and mysteries of St Andrew’s Cathedral, his ascension to 
faith and inspiration incorporates the personal and spiritual trials of sexuality 
during the AIDS pandemic, his own quarries of doubt, both institutional and 
personal, and a decade ministering to an ancient English parish on par with 
the BBC’s Vicar of Dibley. 

Peter’s quest to be allowed love, unregulated by gender, has pitted him against 
the church’s most reactionary incumbents, plunging him into enmity with 
the fusty realms of paternalism and dogma that seem to still be the upper 
echelons of the Anglican church in Australia. In spite of all this, his passion 
for the Anglican institution, its choirs and music have held him within the 
church’s fold. His love of beauty in the realm of form and metaphysics has 
been an immersion, a transcendence, a distraction and is now an invitation. 

N
O

N
-F

IC
T

IO
N

 | Biography

ONE OF A KIND 
THE BOOK OF PETER MACLEOD-MILLER 
Neal Drinnan and Peter Macleod-Miller

PETER MACLEOD MILLER is the Rector of St 
Matthew’s Anglican Church in Albury. He regularly 
invites half the parish for lunch and holds recitals in 
his ballroom, making his home ring with cheer, music 
and children. 
NEAL DRINNAN was born in Melbourne. He has 
worked in publishing and journalism for many years. 
He is the author of six novels as well as a travel guide. 
The Devil’s Grip is his first work of narrative non fic-
tion. He owns an independent bookshop in Victoria. 

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available

September 2022 | Pages tbc



This is the story of Dr Fiona Wood, the daughter of a fifth-generation 
coal-mining family in the north of England who, against all the odds, 
has become one of the world’s leading plastic surgeons in burns care. 

In 1991, Fiona became a burns surgeon and researcher and two years later 
she developed a skin culture facility, recognising the potential of tissue-
engineering technology to treat burns. She then pioneered the evolution of 
the product into a global first: aerosol-delivered cell clusters, better known as 
‘spray-on skin’. Her technology has now been used on thousands of patients 
around the world to reduce permanent scarring for burns victims. 

Regularly, Fiona is now at the forefront of crisis response to terrible events 
that may involve people suffering horrific burns injuries. In 2002, she made 
world headlines when she led her team saving 28 survivors from the deadly 
Bali bombings with up to 92 per cent body burns. 

Fiona was named a Member of the Order of Australia in 2003 and won the 
Western Australia Citizen of the Year award for her contribution to medicine 
in the field of burns research. In 2005, she was made Australian of the Year by 
Prime Minister John Howard and she has been recognised as an ‘Australian 
Living Treasure’. 

Fiona is director of the Burns Service of Western Australia, a consultant plastic 
surgeon at Fiona Stanley Hospital and Perth Children’s Hospital, Winthrop 
professor in the School of Surgery at The University of Western Australia, and 
co-founder of the Fiona Wood Foundation. In her spare time, she is married 
to a fellow surgeon and has six children.

While this book focuses on Fiona’s life and accomplishments, it also includes 
reflections and stories from her patients, colleagues, family and friends. Fiona’s 
lively, funny, optimistic and extremely energetic approach to life threads 
through the sober subject of this book. Her verve for life, and her conviction 
that she can always make it better, makes this an ultimately uplifting tale of 
hope and second chances. It will be published in Australia in time for the 
20th anniversary of the Bali bombings.

October 2022 | Pages tbc
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UNDER HER SKIN 
THE REMARKABLE STORY OF PIONEERING BURNS SURGEON FIONA WOOD AND THE LIVES SHE CHANGED  
Sue Williams

SUE WILLIAMS is an award-winning journalist, 
travel writer and best-selling author. She has written 
26 books, mostly non-fiction but also including travel, 
true crime, historical fiction and children’s fiction. 
Sue’s previous books include The Last Showman Fred 
Brophy; Death of a Doctor; The Girl Who Climbed 
Everest; Healing Lives; Daughter of the River Country; 
and Elizabeth and Elizabeth. 
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The revealing, compelling memoir of one of Australia’s foremost 
cardiothoracic surgeons, Dr Nikki Stamp.

Scrubbed is a raw, honest account of a life lived at the very edge of modern 
medicine, where heart surgeons tread the thinnest of lines between life and 
death, and yet where the greatest challenge can be the medical system itself.

From the drama of the operating theatre, filled with both triumph and 
tragedy, to the brutal realities of surgical training, and the sacrifices needed 
to reach the pinnacle of Nikki’s vocation, to the grinding nature of hospital 
bureaucracy and politics, Scrubbed is one of the most revealing books yet to 
be published about the real life and experiences of a surgeon. 

This book is full of deeply personal and highly emotive stories by the author 
and her comrades about the medical profession, why they do what they do 
and what they love about the life they choose.

There are two things that people consistently tell me they find fascinating 
about my books and my social media. One is mythbusting, but the other is 
overwhelmingly stories about my job. The patient stories, my stories and those 
of my colleagues. These get the most emotive response, authentic engagement 
and interaction and the most vulnerability from me and from those who read 
them. The most common questions ever asked in interviews are about me as a 
surgeon, especially as a female surgeon ; and whilst these stories are mine they’re 
also the stories of other people – deeply personal and vulnerable stories that 
need to be told.

Now COVID-19 has thrust health care workers and their experiences into 
the spotlight more than anything else ever has. While the pandemic delivers 
heightened awareness, the pandemic itself is not particularly special because for 
those in the profession every day is a vocation and a calling. It’s about altruism, 
teamwork and resilience and inspiration; all the things that this book is about.

May 2022 | 344 pages
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SCRUBBED 
Dr Nikki Stamp

DR NIKKI STAMP FRACS is a cardiothoracic 
surgeon, one of only eleven female heart surgeons in 
Australia. She has a strong desire to change the way 
we think about health by making it accessible and 
achievable. She is currently studying a PhD and work-
ing as an adult cardiac surgeon. Nikki has appeared as 
host of ABC Catalyst, Operation Live and many other 
TV segments. Her writing has featured in The Wash-
ington Post, Mamamia, The Sydney Morning Herald, 
The Huffington Post and The Guardian.
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An insight into what it’s like to be a first year junior doctor – the ups 
and downs, the drama and how terrifying it is to finally be making 
decisions. 

Diagnosis and death; uncertainty and urgent laxatives; sleep deprivation 
and synthetic drawstring trousers: this debut work by Izzy Lomax-Sawyers 
chronicles her first year as a tired junior doctor at Auckland’s Middlemore 
Hospital.

How can I be a thorough and compassionate doctor while still leaving work 
before 7pm? How do I uphold dignity and autonomy for people whose liberty 
has been taken because of severe mental illness? How will I know when what we 
can do for a critically ill patient is different from what we should do? Is this floor 
clean enough to sleep on?

Izzy grapples with these questions and more as she rotates through psychiatry, 
orthopaedics, medicine and surgery.

Thoughtful, funny, and at times heart-breaking, this book invites readers to 
join Izzy through the highs and lows of being an apprentice in the art and 
science of medicine. Get your scrubs on and chug your coffee, ward rounds 
start at six forty-five.
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CODE BLUE 
MY FIRST YEAR ON THE FRONTLINES AS A HOSPITAL DOCTOR 
Izzy Lomax-Sawyers

IZZY LOMAX-SAWYERS is both a doctor and a 
keen writer. Along with her MBChB, she has a BA in 
Linguistics. She has written for The New Zealand Her-
ald and Corpus – a website that publishes health-re-
lated writing – on dissecting a cadaver. Izzy is in her 
mid-twenties, and currently lives in Auckland with 
her girlfriend.
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‘The Shark’ reveals the hidden stories and winning strategies from the 
world of quiz shows. 

Who wants to be a millionaire? 

Brydon Coverdale did, and dedicated himself to outsmarting quizmasters on 
every Australian TV, radio and print trivia format he could – until he became 
so successful, he was hired by The Chase to stop others from winning. 

This is not only his charming and funny memoir of how he played the game, 
sometimes making a fool of himself, but also a journalistic inquiry into how 
the great champions developed their special tricks of the trade. It’s a how-to 
guide for anyone who aspires to winning a million dollars, but also an insight 
into the psychology behind ordinary people who are prepared to gamble, 
under maximum pressure, in front of huge audiences, with only their brain 
in their armoury. 

Brydon brings a uniquely humorous, self-deprecating and wry style to this 
funny and illuminating memoir.June 2022 | 368 pages
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THE QUIZ MASTERS 
Brydon Coverdale

BRYDON COVERDALE, ‘The Shark’, is a star of 
The Chase Australia. He also has a daily quiz in the 
Herald-Sun, Daily Telegraph, Advertiser and Cou-
rier-Mail newspapers, and another column in The 
Weekly Times. He is a regular on David Astle’s ABC 
radio program. Since childhood, Brydon competed 
in TV game shows such as Sale of the Century and 
Who Wants to be a Millionaire, before poacher turned 
gamekeeper. He was also a high-profile columnist for 
Cricinfo, the world’s biggest cricket website.
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How airlines keep us safe and what happens when they don’t. 

The year 2017 was something of a watershed for the world air transport 
industry – the safest year on record, with over 4 billion passengers carried 
without one airline fatality worldwide. Given the number of planes in the air 
at any one time this was a remarkable achievement, and there is little doubt 
that developments in flight cockpit automation must largely be credited with 
making possible an extremely safe and efficient system.

The major airline manufacturers are looking at industry airline fleets that 
will require more than forty thousand aircraft introduced into service over 
the next two to three decades. And if that figure is not staggering enough, 
industry estimates suggest 790,000 pilots will be required to fly them. 

This raises the question: how do you maintain safety in a vital transport 
industry which is already showing signs of a safety breaking point? With so 
many hastily trained and low competence airline pilots flying around, should 
we really rely on them to understand the technology and react properly?

Jim Eames has been thinking about this for some time. With the airline 
industry running through his veins, he knows what to ask and who to ask, 
and the answers he’s been getting aren’t necessarily all that reassuring. In 747 
he unpacks the issues that should concern us every time we step onto an 
aircraft.
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747 
Jim Eames

JIM EAMES has been involved in aviation since he 
began work as an aviation writer in the 1960s. He has 
been a ministerial press secretary and aviation adviser 
to governments and a senior executive with Qantas. 
He is the author of eight books including Taking to 
the Skies: Daredevils, heroes and hijackers; Australian 
flying stories from the Catalina to the Jumbo; and 
Courage in the Skies: The untold story of Qantas, its 
brave men and women and their extraordinary role in 
World War II.
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An essential guide to parenting today’s teenagers. 

We live in an age of anxiety – for both parents and teenagers. The 
straightforward years of childhood can seem a doddle compared to what teens 
have thrown at them today. Parents worry about how to help their teenagers 
deal with sex, porn, sexting, slut-shaming, social media, bullying, alcohol and 
drugs and their teenagers’ high levels of anxiety. Teens worry about how to 
measure up in a world where their social currency is explicitly measured by 
likes and followers, they worry about their bodies and their looks, sex, cancel 
culture and their future.

Life is genuinely different for today’s teens and pre-teens than even a decade 
ago yet parents lack access to a one-stop shop book that gives up-to-date, 
evidence-based and sensible advice about how to help their teenagers get 
through the physical, mental and social challenges of adolescence. This 
book includes strategies to suggest to your teen to deal with common tricky 
situations.

If you are a parent who has no idea how to: 
• deal with a teen who refuses to eat
• set realistic rules around your teens’ social media use
• respond when your child says they have been ‘cancelled’
• talk to your teenager about violent porn (or just porn itself)
• give advice to your daughter because she’s sent a topless pic to a boy who 

has then shared it on Snapchat
• support your child when they think they might be trans 
• explain the concept of consent 
… then this book is for you.

Written by parenting expert Robyn Fausett and with contributions from her 
daughter Molly, The Kids Will be All Right is an empathetic, insightful guide 
to navigating the teenage years. Illustrated with line drawings and broken 
into digestible parts, with numerous examples and anecdotes to help parents 
know what to do – and say, this will be an essential guide for today’s parents 
of adolescents.

July 2022 | 432 pages
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ROBYN FAUSETT is a registered nurse and the 
CEO of Nest Consulting, who provide services dedi-
cated to health and well-being, including body image, 
cyber safety, sexuality, puberty and respectful rela-
tionships education programmes throughout schools 
in New Zealand. Robyn also regularly gives talks to 
parents about puberty, internet safety, dangers and 
accessibility of pornography and the sexual health of 
teens. 
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THE KIDS WILL BE ALL RIGHT 
Robyn Fausett and Molly Fausett



Sarah Donnelley took a position teaching in a small rural town in NSW 
and it changed the way she sees the world and how she interacts with it. 

In 2017, Sarah Donnelley had a coveted permanent job teaching at Clovelly 
Public School. But the following year, after spending time volunteering at the 
Redfern Jarjum College (a school for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children who are not participating or coping in mainstream primary schools) 
Sarah took a six-month contract at Wilcannia Central School, a 700-person 
town south-west of Broken Hill. The school has just 90 students from pre-
school to Year 12, and the town is a long way from the Clovelly beach lifestyle 
– the nearest supermarket is two hours away, there are no cafes, restaurants 
or gyms, and summer temperatures regularly reach the forties. Despite the 
many challenges of her new role (particularly during the pandemic), and 
the high turnover rate for typically early-career teachers at the school, Sarah 
stayed, and recently accepted a permanent role as Deputy Principal.

The Wilcannia population is largely Indigenous and Sarah has cultivated 
important relationships with local Elders in the community, who have 
encouraged her to listen, learn and proactively teach her students about their 
culture, regardless of her own background.

Wilcannia is a memoir exploring Sarah’s experiences as a teacher in Wilcannia, 
reflecting on how her experiences have shaped the way she approaches both 
life and teaching – always listening, constantly educating herself and ‘keeping 
one shoulder behind’ those she can learn from. It offers a fascinating glimpse 
into a part of Australia that is often overlooked.
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WILCANNIA 
A MEMOIR OF TEACHING ON COUNTRY 
Sarah Donnelley

SARAH DONNELLEY is a 30-year-old prima-
ry school teacher living and working in Wilcannia 
in regional NSW. She is passionate about providing 
regional students and schools access to opportunities 
and quality education. In 2020 Sarah won the ARIA 
Music Teacher Award after creating a video of her 
rendition of ‘From Little Things Big Things Grow’ 
with her students, which even got Paul Kelly’s tick of 
approval.
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A woman risking her own personal safety and overcoming unexpected 
obstacles to ensure the protection of two wild horses in rural Australia. 

Leslie Scott’s love of horses runs deep. Her passion led her to investigate 
rumours of two wild brumbies roaming in the Mount Beckworth state forest, 
near her home town of Clunes in Victoria. Leslie, like many in the small tight-
knit community, had heard whispers of wild horse sightings in the remote 
area of bushland near her home. Curious and concerned, she began making 
daily trips to a section of the mountain rarely visited due to its ruggedness.

They were tucked away in a plateau on the side of the mountain. I was simply 
amazed and so many thoughts were running through my mind. Were they 
domestic horses that had gotten out, had they been dumped?

They were on to me and as soon as they saw me coming, they bolted. I realised 
then that they weren’t domesticated horses. The area is known for hunting and 
I was so worried that the horses would become shooting targets. At that stage 
I made the decision to do whatever I could to get the horses to safety. I named 
them Milo, the colt, and Lucy the mare.

Her story has mystery (where did the horses come from, why were they there, 
who keeps moving the mysterious kangaroo skull on her daily treks), danger 
(an illegal logging operation, amateur hunters wanting to shoot the brumbies, 
keeping the horses and her mission top secret), personal growth (Leslie says 
that the quest to save Milo and Lucy led to a spiritual awakening of sorts), and 
a happy ending (the horses now live with Leslie and her six other horses and 
have been safely domesticised). 

This is the perfect read for all horse lovers and lovers of wild animals. A heart-
warming and beautiful story of hope and new beginnings. 
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ONCE WERE WILD 

Leslie Scott

LESLIE SCOTT got her first pony at age six, spark-
ing her love for horses and the bush. Her father, an 
experienced bushman, taught her to listen, appreciate 
and be able to read the bush. When Leslie can’t get to 
the high country, she immerses herself in the rugged 
terrain of Mt Beckworth, a nature reserve ten minutes 
from her front gate. Leslie and her husband live on a 
small property in rural Victoria. They have a menag-
erie of animals..
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A remarkable story of resilience, burning hope and of fighting against 
the oppressive Chinese government to achieve freedom. 

Sadam, his wife Nadila and their three-year-old son captured national 
attention in Australia shortly before Christmas 2020, when their long legal 
and political road to reunion came to the happiest possible end.

Sadam and Nadila are ethnic Uyghur people, part of the Muslim minority 
population centred in Xinjiang Province in far Western China, who have been 
and continue to be the subject of an appalling cultural genocide perpetrated 
by the Chinese government.

Sadam had come to Australia in 2009 as a political refugee. Having been 
granted asylum, he settled into the Australian community and became a 
citizen. In 2016, he returned to Xinjiang for a visit and met Nadila. Shortly 
afterwards, China’s government began its massive crackdown on the Uyghurs. 
Nadila was trapped in Xinjiang, as was their baby son, Lutfy, after his birth 
in August 2017.

This is the epic story of Sadam’s efforts to reunite his little family. At first he 
had to obtain, against considerable opposition from the Department of Home 
Affairs, Australian citizenship for Lutfy, which is normally an automatic legal 
entitlement for children born overseas with an Australian citizen parent. Then 
he needed to persuade both the Australian and the Chinese governments to 
allow Nadila and Lutfy to join him here. It is a story that provides a unique 
insight into the suppression of the Uyghurs; but, above all, it’s an amazing 
story with the happiest true ending anyone could want.

September 2022 | 304 pages
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ESCAPE FROM XINJIANG 
A TRUE STORY OF LOVE, HOPE AND DETERMINATION 
Sadam Abdusalam with Michael Bradley

MICHAEL BRADLEY is the head of Marque 
Lawyers, the legal firm that took on Sadam’s case pro 
bono. He is a widely published writer. He has a reg-
ular column with Crikey, and previously with ABC’s 
The Drum and The Australian Financial Review, 
and has been published also by The Saturday Paper, 
ABC Online, and The Sydney Morning Herald among 
others.
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A charming, illustrated memoir of a woman who followed her dreams 
to a ramshackle French farmhouse and how she has navigated her new 
life and found connection with the locals despite her language barrier. 

Anna is a foreigner attempting to renovate a beautiful old house in France. 
In her endeavours she comes up against many problems and roadblocks: 
she doesn’t speak French, she has no idea about French culture, she’s a bit 
chaotic herself, and the ancient buildings have many issues with damage and 
structure. 

Despite all this, the locals seem to take her under their wing. Her new life 
is hectic and delightful. Anna has an ongoing relationship with a handsome 
Portuguese man working for her, and an affair with a married man. She 
makes doomed attempts at cooking French food and blithely blunders into 
local French culture.

A perfect escape into a life that shows it is never too late to chase your dreams 
and start again, and just how exciting a new adventure can be. 
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RENOVATING A FRENCH FARMHOUSE 
Anna Bibby

ANNA BIBBY was born in Wellington. She studied 
Fine Arts at Elam, Auckland University, graduat-
ing with a Fine Arts degree, followed by a Teaching 
Diploma. She worked as an exhibitions officer at the 
Hawkes Bay Art Gallery & Museum, Napier, then 
the Govett-Brewster Gallery in New Plymouth. From 
1991 to 2010 she was the director of the Claybrook 
Gallery and then the Anna Bibby Gallery. In 2010 she 
moved to France where she now lives in the Gironde. 
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Delicious, unfussy, modern food you will love to cook and eat. 

Polly Markus – from the super popular Instagram page Miss Polly’s Kitchen 
– loves food, almost as much as she loves people.

Her food is light, fresh, super colourful and hugely enticing. Polly likes to 
work with bold and unique flavours and spends a lot of time experimenting 
in the kitchen with various ways to deliver her own take on classic dishes, 
including working with cuisines from around the world.

She has only a few rules when it comes to cooking:
1. It has to be a good time. If you’re not having fun, it’s time to put down the 
pans.
2. Always make enough to have leftovers.
3. Flavour, flavour, flavour.

Polly started the Instagram account Miss Polly’s Kitchen in March of 2020, 
when Covid and lockdown hit, as a place to share recipes with those closest 
to her.

For as long as she can remember, her love of cooking has generously overlapped 
with her social life. Following al fresco weekend lunches at friends’ houses, or 
Sunday dinners with her extended family, people would often ask Polly how 
to recreate certain dishes.

In essence, Miss Polly’s Kitchen is a place to document some of the personal 
recipes she had developed over a lifetime of loving good food and a three-
year stint working as a crew chef on a super yacht.

For Polly, what makes a perfect dish is the social aspect that comes with 
eating or sharing a meal. Ever since she can remember, her parents have 
hosted dinner parties and get-togethers at home where there was always an 
abundance of amazing food, often with a Mediterranean bent. Today, her 
home very much operates with an open-door policy. Her friends and family 
know that she’s never far away from preparing or eating a good meal. And for 
Polly,  the real pleasure is cooking for others – it’s the old cliché of bringing 
people together..

September 2022 | 200 pages
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MISS POLLY’S KITCHEN 
Polly Markus

POLLY MARKUS is the woman behind popu-
lar Instagram recipe page Miss Polly’s Kitchen. She 
worked as the crew chef on a superyacht for three 
years in her 20s, which gave her the ability to im-
provise with whatever was on hand in the kitchen 
- something that she wants to be able to help other 
people to do too.
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This is the concussion book everyone has to read.

Concussion has become one of the biggest issues to face contact sports. Only 
in the past decade have the consequences of repeated head knocks become 
better known. For years, people who have suffered repeated concussions had 
been called ‘punch drunk’ or ‘in dreamland’, a tacit recognition that blows 
to the head suffered during their sporting careers led to permanent damage. 
But with the discovery of CTE, or Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy, in the 
brains of deceased football players, it is now known that the onset of a form 
of dementia, caused by repeated concussions, can strike people as young as 
those in their thirties and forties.

This is what has happened to Michael Lipman, a former rugby international 
who came out in public in 2018 as having had a diagnosis of early-onset 
dementia and probable CTE. With incredible courage and candour, Michael 
and his wife Frankie Lipman tell their story. For Michael, the damage was 
done before he met Frankie. He was already a retired footballer in his late 
thirties, prone to some moments of bizarre behaviour and memory loss, when 
they met. Since then, they have become parents together, during a period in 
which Michael’s challenges have grown and grown. They now face a future 
of living with Michael’s degenerative brain condition, and their purpose in 
writing this book is to give a wake-up call to contact sports and to parents 
with children considering playing them.

Their book is a mix of personal story and scientific inquiry. The book contains 
interviews with concussion specialists, brain scientists, therapists and victims 
of repeated concussions. Michael has also become active in an ongoing class 
action in Britain by retired rugby players now facing the reality of life with 
early-onset dementia symptoms.

Concussion is an emotional personal journey. It is also a ‘users’ guide’ with 
everything a parent needs to know before committing their child to contact 
sports. It will also be a must-read for all those interested in sports who are 
wondering why so many changes are coming about to protect the human 
brain.

September 2022 | Pages tbc
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CONCUSSION 
Michael Lipman and Frankie Lipman

MICHAEL LIPMAN was born in England and 
raised in Sydney. He played ten rugby Test matches 
for England and was a professional footballer for 
Bath and the Melbourne Rebels. At 38, he became the 
highest-profile retired rugby player to disclose pub-
licly a diagnosis of early-onset dementia as a result of 
repeated concussions.
FRANKIE LIPMAN is a former journalist. She 
and Michael live on the Central Coast and have two 
children.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available



The ultimate ‘Trip in a Van’ guide, made up of travel tips, beautiful 
beaches, caravan and 4WD products and advice, camping meals, 
home-schooling information and general holiday snaps — an inside 
look at a family living a permanent ‘holiday’ lifestyle. 

With the pandemic making international travel difficult at the best of times, 
domestic travel is booming, with more and more people taking up van life. 

The ‘Trip in a Van’ family are Australian caravan royalty. Bec and Justin 
started their trip with their three kids in 2015 when their youngest, Charli, 
was just six months old. Almost six years on, they’ve now completed four laps 
of Australia, plus a stint in Tasmania, and have no plans to move out of the 
van anytime soon. 

They have a huge social media following, and have turned their trip of a 
lifetime into a business, creating content and working with travel companies 
and camping gear brands. They currently produce a new YouTube ‘episode’ 
about their life on the road every fortnight, and each episode averages 
between 100 thousand and 200 thousand views. Their Facebook page has 161 
thousand followers and their Instagram has 172 thousand followers.wDecember 2022 | Pages tbc
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THE COMPLETE TRIP IN A VAN GUIDE TO AUSTRALIA 
Bec & Justin Lorrimer

BEC and JUSTIN LORRIMER set off on a twelve-
month trip around Australia in 2015 and haven’t 
stopped travelling since. Justin worked as a mechanic 
for fifteen years (mostly in mining), and Bec in nurs-
ing and pathology before having their three children, 
Jack, Billy and Charli. They’re currently living in their 
van in Broome, where the kids are enrolled for a term 
in a real school for the first time, but they have no 
plans to stop travelling just yet.
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An easy-to-read guide to birds and why they do what they do.

No matter where we are, there are almost always birds in the trees and in the 
sky all around us. Birdwatching is a common hobby as people try and identify 
the birds they see. But very few of us are ornothologists and many are left 
with questions about these surprising creatures: how and why they do the 
things they do. 

Dr Grainne Cleary is here to answer our questions in her knowledgeable and 
accessible style. 

Why do birds have feathers? Why do some birds have colourful feathers while 
others don’t? Why do some birds bob their heads when they walk? Why do birds 
collect shiny things? Why do some birds live in family groups while others don’t? 
Why do starlings form murmuration?

These are just some of the fascinating and common questions that Cleary 
answers, her skillful communication presenting the science in an easy-to-
understand way so we all can become a little more knowledgeable about the 
incredible animals that fly high above us

This book follows on from Cleary’s debut book, Your Backyard Birds, but can 
be read as a stand-alone title as well. 

October 2022 | Pages tbc

N
O

N
-F

IC
T

IO
N

 | W
ildlife

WHY DO BIRDS DO THAT? 
Dr Grainne Cleary

GRAINNE CLEARY received her PhD from 
Trinity College, Dublin, for her work on the Eurasian 
badger in Ireland. She has lived in Australia for many 
years and has vast experience in citizen science. She is 
currently a Research Fellow at Deakin University and 
has also worked at Sydney University, Taronga Zoo 
and National Parks & Wildlife NSW. She has a weekly 
radio spot with ABC Canberra, and is sought for 
national radio programs. Cleary is also a regular on 
Studio 10, where she talks about topical bird news. 
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A photographic book of bicep bending, six-pack wielding hot 
kangaroos. 

A sensational and highly illustrated Australian comedy coffee table book that 
is sure to give everyone a laugh. 

In full colour, this book contains 50 photographs of ridiculously fit kangaroos, 
with hilarious captions. The perfect gift for anyone curious about the 
Australian marsupial and their physique.

N
O

N
-F

IC
T

IO
N

 | H
um

our

HOT KANGAROOS 
Dominic Knight

DOMINIC KNIGHT is one of the founders of The 
Chaser, and as a writer on most of their projects. He 
was definitely responsible for all of the jokes you liked 
and none of the bad ones. In recent years he’s also 
presented serious programmes on ABC Radio and a 
silly one on Triple M. His books include The Strayan 
Dictionary, Strayapedia and Trumpedia.
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RECENT 
HIGHLIGHTS 



A powerful debut that explores life, death and the restorative power 
of friendship under the warm summer sun of the Italian countryside. 

Summertime in Italy, fresh vegetables from the garden, taking turns washing 
dishes, reading to each other, learning about cherry worms. Strange how badly I 
could punish myself for abandoning you once, then go and do it again.

After weeks of grieving, a woman books a plane ticket bound for an old villa 
in the mountains of Abruzzo. Invited to stay with her friends Giulia and Fab 
– in the weeks before they marry in a village orchard – she lives for a summer 
in the house’s Birthing Room, where generations of women once had their 
babies.

More often, though, she lives in her head: in the past, trying to make sense of 
her grief and wondering how to go on, or if she can.

As her inner and outer worlds spar and converge, she passes the time helping 
with the household chores, walking in the sunshine and plucking fruit from 
the nearby orchards, all while dwelling on the moments with her father that 
might have warned her something was wrong.

This spare, stunning novel explores the workings of the self in the wake of 
devastation and deep regret, and reveals the infinite ways that the everyday 
offers solace and hope.

Praise for Sunbathing
‘Sweet and deep, sad and funny – like life.’ – Peggy Frew, award-winning 
author

‘Isobel Beech writes like a skipping heartbeat; loss carves out her love 
language.’ – Mahmood Fazal, Walkley award-winning writer

May 2022 | 304 pages
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SUNBATHING 
A NOVEL 
Isobel Beech

ISOBEL BEECH is a Melbourne-based freelance 
writer and editor whose previous roles have included 
Senior Culture Writer at VICE, Editor of Australian 
and New Zealand Thump, Associate Editor at Three 
Thousand, and Editor at Large of independent publi-
cation Goodbooks. Isobel has extensive experience in 
creative and production, and is the host of three web 
series made by VICE: Come Here Often, The Come-
down Show and AHM’s Are You Ready To Be Thirty. 
She’s a pop culture nerd and lives on the internet.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available



Wilhelmina Mann can never seem to get anything right: her work, 
relationships and family are all on the rocks. But when she suddenly 
receives a stack of letters meant for her, from her long-dead mother, 
everything she’s ever known begins to change.

Wilhelmina Mann lost her mother to cancer, but all that was a long time ago. 
Edging on thirty now, she barely remembers the woman who no one wants to 
talk about. Wil has enough problems: a strained relationship with her once-
close sister, a deadbeat boyfriend, and a string of disasters in a career that 
never got started. Wil’s tried to do better, but it always ends in disaster. So a 
birthday misadventure landing her in the lock-up hardly seems surprising. 
Only that one mistake leads to Wil receiving a stack of old letters, ones that 
her mother wrote before she died.

Suddenly, Wil’s life is thrown into a new kind of turmoil as she discovers 
the enigmatic mother she lost. A woman who came from a secluded English 
village, where generations of Barons Elston have controlled the fields. And 
while the letters begin as tales of growing up, they soon become a great love 
story, almost as great as the bond between mother and daughter. Caught 
in old unexpected emotions and unresolved hurts, Wil risks everything to 
journey back to the village, searching for answers in another set of letters she 
is meant to collect.

She quickly embarrasses herself when meeting both Lord Elston and David 
Hunter, a crusading architect with interests in the ancient church. Worse, 
she discovers the promised further letters are missing, leading to her own 
crusade. As information trickles in, the story of her mother’s life unfolds 
in unexpected directions, as does a romance with David, and an unlikely 
alliance with Lord Elston himself.

But secrets are kept for a reason. Will Wil find the last letters? And will she 
want to know what they contain?

Twenty-Six Letters is a contemporary novel exploring the entwining of family, 
place and identity, the shame of keeping secrets, and the liberation of finding 
them out.
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TWENTY-SIX LETTERS 
Charlotte Nash

CHARLOTTE NASH is the internationally pub-
lished author of seven contemporary novels. She has 
degrees in engineering and medicine, and a PhD in 
creative writing, which examined how the neuro-
science of reading can help craft engaging technical 
fiction. She has taught writing through The University 
of Queensland, QUT, Queensland Writers Centre, 
and The University of Technology Sydney. She writes 
smart, unusual love stories with a signature style, 
marked by a lush sense of place and satisfying plot.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available

PREVIOUS RIGHTS SOLD: Previous rights with 
agent

August 2022 | 420 pages



An unputdownable feminist revenge thriller from a bold new voice in 
the genre. 

When a high-profile murder lands literally at her feet, Detective Emilia 
Hart sees a chance to expand her caseload beyond the endless succession of 
domestic violence matters she is forced to investigate. But this is no simple 
investigation.

Another body turns up, then another. Then more – a lot more. All men, all 
shot, with a similar MO. It’s not until a manifesto taking credit for the crimes is 
published by a group calling themselves Daughters of Eve that Hart confirms 
a link between the victims: all of them had been perpetrators themselves. All 
had offended against women or children. Few had been charged with those 
crimes – and none convicted.

As panic sets in and chaos rules the streets, the police draw ever closer to the 
Daughters of Eve, but the serial killer continues to elude them. Again, Hart 
sees something that everyone else has missed. And what that is, she cannot 
believe.

A stunning debut that will take you to the edge and dare you to look down.

Praise for Daughters of Eve
‘Fast paced, gripping and topical, without ever losing its heart, Daughters of 
Eve will have you questioning notions of justice and retribution, and just how 
far you would go to protect the ones you love.’ – Jacqueline Bublitz, author of 
Before You Knew My Name

‘Highly original... I was hooked from start to finish.’ – Sara Foster, author of 
The Hush

‘Strap in for a wild, fast and furious ride. A propulsive, addictive read that 
tackles big, real issues – add it to your “must read” pile immediately.’ – Sarah 
Bailey, author of The Housemate
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DAUGHTERS OF EVE 
Nina D. Campbell

NINA D. CAMPBELL spent her early years living 
a life of adventure. She worked as a zookeeper, played 
in a band and travelled to America, England and Italy. 
When she finally staggered through the doors of a 
university, it was to study theatre and literature. Later 
she settled down and started work in government 
communications and policy roles, before dedicating 
herself to her passion for the written word. Nina now 
lives in South Australia with her partner Bruce and 
their Jack Russell Molly. 

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available

March 2022 | 376 pages



An uplifting and delightfully bookish memoir about an 89-year-old 
woman who reclaims her life by re-reading each of Jane Austen’s novels. 

As she approached the age of seventy, Ruth Wilson began to have recurring 
dreams about losing her voice. Unable to dismiss her feelings of unexplainable 
sadness, she made the radical decision to retreat from her conventional life 
with her husband to a sunshine-yellow cottage in the Southern Highlands 
where she lived alone for the next decade.

Ruth had fostered a lifelong love of reading, and from the moment she first 
encountered Pride and Prejudice in the 1940s she had looked to Jane Austen’s 
heroines as her models for the sort of woman she wanted to become.

As Ruth settled into her cottage, she resolved to re-read Austen’s six novels 
and rediscover the heroines who had inspired her; to read between the lines 
of both the novels and her own life. And as she read, she began to reclaim her 
voice.

The Jane Austen Remedy is a beautiful, life-affirming memoir of love, self-
acceptance and the curative power of reading. Published the year Ruth turns 
ninety, it is an inspirational account of the lessons learned from Jane Austen 
over nearly eight decades, as well as a timely reminder that it’s never too late 
to seize a second chance.

April 2022 | 320 pages
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THE JANE AUSTEN REMEDY 
IT IS A TRUTH UNIVERSALLY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT A BOOK CAN CHANGE A LIFE 
Ruth Wilson

RUTH WILSON read her first Jane Austen novel in 
1947. In 2021, at the age of eighty-eight, she gradu-
ated from The University of Sydney with a PhD that 
suggests a new approach to reading literary fiction at 
school. She encourages her four children, five grand-
children and eight great-grandchildren to read widely, 
wisely and well. She and her husband are LATs, a 
married couple who live apart together Ruth Wilson 
rereads Jane Austen’s novels every year.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Korean (tba); World English 
(tba)



The profoundly moving story of a son’s quest to uncover his father’s 
Holocaust secret. 

To the outside world, Henry Bernard was a hard-working and beloved family 
doctor on Sydney’s Northern Beaches. Yet he was also a Holocaust survivor 
whose life was profoundly affected by the experiences of his past. He took 
extreme steps for his family’s security, keeping a rifle near his bedroom and 
covering up his family’s Jewish origin. He was obsessed with paying off debt 
– the German word for debt being the same as the word for ‘guilt’. He kept 
his striped Auschwitz uniform with a picture of his mother in his wardrobe. 
These obsessions helped destroy his marriage and restricted any hope he had 
of conventional domestic happiness.

But Henry had a bigger secret and a deeper shame about what he had done 
during the war. He suffered privately until he began returning to Germany 
and Poland to confront his past and come to terms with the deaths of his 
parents and of Halina, the love of his life.

The Ghost Tattoo is the story of how Tony Bernard, Henry’s eldest son, went 
on a forty-year journey with his father to solve the mystery of why Henry was 
the way he was, and how he finally came to understand the desperate choices 
Henry had made in the ghetto to try to keep himself and his family alive.

March 2022 | 336 pages
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THE GHOST TATTOO 
DISCOVERING THE HIDDEN TRUTH OF MY FATHER’S HOLOCAUST 
Tony Bernard

TONY BERNARD is an emergency doctor at 
Northern Beaches Hospital and Mona Vale Hospi-
tal in Sydney. His father Henry was his hero, and it 
was natural that he followed him into the medical 
profession. Yet it was one thing to idolise Henry and 
another to understand who he was and what he had 
gone through. Over decades and during multiple trips 
to Europe, Tony found himself on a path of discovery, 
eventually writing his father’s memoirs shortly before 
his death in 2016.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: North America (Kensington)



The First Astronomers is the first book to reveal the rich knowledge of 
the stars and the planets held by First Peoples around the world. 

Our eyes have been drawn away from the skies to our screens. We no longer 
look to the stars to forecast the weather, predict the seasons or plant our 
gardens. Most of us cannot even see the Milky Way. But First Nations Elders 
around the world still maintain this knowledge, and there is much we can 
learn from them.

These Elders are expert observers of the stars. They teach that everything on 
the land is reflected in the sky, and everything in the sky is reflected on the 
land. How does this work, and how can we better understand our place in the 
universe?

Guided by six First Nations Elders, Duane Hamacher takes us on a journey 
across space and time to reveal the wisdom of the first astronomers. These 
living systems of knowledge challenge conventional ideas about the nature 
of science and the longevity of oral tradition. Indigenous science is dynamic, 
adapting to changes in the skies and on Earth, pointing the way for a world 
facing the profound disruptions of climate change.

Praise for The First Astronomers
‘This book marks a profound paradigm shift in our understanding of 
Indigenous scientific traditions, how they are transmitted, and their relevance 
to life today.’ – Professor Marcia Langton, University of Melbourne

‘A ground-breaking book of enormous scope.’ – Brian Schmidt, Nobel 
Laureate in Physics

‘A wonderful combination of scholarship and poetry.’ – Dr Annette S. Lee, 
Lakota astrophysicist

‘Beautiful, engaging, and startlingly profound.’ – Alan Duffy, Professor of 
Astrophysics

March 2022 | 304 pages
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THE FIRST ASTRONOMERS 
HOW INDIGENOUS ELDERS READ THE STARS 
Duane Hamacher, with Elders and Knowledge Holders

DUANE HAMACHER is Associate Professor of 
Cultural Astronomy at the University of Melbourne. 
He has worked for Meriam elders to record and 
preserve the astronomical knowledge and traditions 
of eastern Torres Strait Islanders, and with other First 
Nations elders internationally. He  is an experienced 
science communicator, and has appeared on TEDx, 
BBC World Discovery Radio, and in many other 
high profile local and international programs. He has 
served as an UNESCO expert on intangible heritage.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available



An essential guide to understanding autism – for autistic people and 
their families, friends and workmates. 

When Chanelle Moriah was diagnosed with autism at 21, life finally began to 
make sense.

Hungry for information, Chanelle looked for a simple resource that could 
explain what autism is and how it can impact the different areas of an autistic 
person’s life, but found that there was little written from the perspective of 
someone who is autistic.

So Chanelle decided to create that missing resource.

Chanelle discovered just how difficult it can be for autistic adults – particularly 
females or those assigned female at birth – to be diagnosed or even be 
assessed for autism. This is partly because there is very little understanding of 
the different ways autism can present itself.

I Am Autistic is a tool for both diagnosed and undiagnosed autistics to 
explain or make sense of their experiences. It also offers non-autistic people 
the chance to learn more about autism from someone who is autistic.

With clear sections describing the different aspects of autism, accompanied 
by Chanelle’s beautiful illustrations, and with space for readers to write down 
their thoughts, this book is designed to be personalised to the individual’s 
experience.

I Am Autistic helps people feel less alone in their autism and brings knowledge 
to an often-misunderstood condition.
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I AM AUTISTIC 
AN INTERACTIVE AND INFORMATIVE GUIDE TO AUTISM (BY SOMEONE DIAGNOSED WITH IT) 
Chanelle Moriah

CHANELLE MORIAH lives in Wellington and 
is a keen illustrator who enjoys bubble tea, lego and 
sitting in the rain.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: North America (Ulysses 
Press)

March 2022 | 144 pages



A comprehensive biography that documents how Keith Urban lived 
out his childhood dream – and the price he’s had to pay to reach the 
top. 

Four Grammys. 20 US Number Ones. A Hollywood marriage. Who wouldn’t 
want to be Keith Urban?

Keith Urban came from humble origins. His father worked at the local tip 
and Keith was a high school dropout. But Keith had a plan: conquering 
Nashville. ‘It’s my destiny,’ he said. And Keith was hell-bent on scaling that 
musical Everest. Whatever it took.

It didn’t come easy. Keith served his apprenticeship in the beer barns of 
Australia and his early trips to America were disastrous. But he never gave 
up, settling in Nashville in the 1990s and forming The Ranch. When the band 
fell apart, so did Keith, ending up in rehab (not for the last time). But Keith 
did eventually reach the top, through a combination of talent, charisma, sex 
appeal, dogged perseverance – and skin thick enough for a rhino. And along 
the way he married Nicole Kidman.

As Keith has said, ‘All those detours, especially the really dark ones, got me 
to where I am now. I would not want to change one leaf on any tree in the 
whole journey.’

Keith Urban is the definitive biography of an Australian superstar.
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KEITH URBAN 
HIS AMAZING JOURNEY FROM DAYDREAMER TO SUPERSTAR 
Jeff Apter

JEFF APTER is the author of more than 20 music 
biographies, many of them bestsellers. His subjects 
include Johnny O’Keefe, John Farnham, the Bee Gees, 
the Finn brothers and Angus Young of AC/DC. As 
a ghostwriter, he has worked with Kasey Chambers, 
Mark Evans (of AC/DC) and Richard Clapton. Jeff 
was on staff at Rolling Stone for several years and has 
written about legends such as Aretha Franklin, Patti 
Smith and Bob Dylan. He lives in Wollongong, New 
South Wales, with his wife, two children and their cat.

RIGHTS HELD: World 

RIGHTS SOLD: Available
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THE GIRL IN THE MIRROR (2020)

Rose Carlyle

United Kingdom, North 
America, Czech, Serbian, 
Russian, Korean, Portuguese, 
Macedonian and Polish

THE HOUSEMATE (2021)

Sarah Bailey

North America, Turkish and 
Dutch

AFTER THE TAMPA (2021)
Abbas Nazari

Norwegian

UPCOMING INTERNATIONAL RELEASES 
Fiction & Non-Fiction | Rights Sold

CARE (2021)

Brooke McAlary

German and Polish

NOTE TO SELF (2020)

Rebekah Ballagh

Chinese Simplified

WORDS OF COMFORT (2022)

Rebekah Ballagh

Chinese Simplified



BURNOUT (2021)

Gordon Parker, Gabriela Tavella 
and Kerrie Eyers

English World (Routledge), 
Turkish

THE MUSIC ADVANTAGE (2020)

Dr Anita Collins

North America, Korean and 
Polish

THE HEALTHY BABY GUT GUIDE  
(2020)

Dr Vincent Ho

United Kingdom, North 
America and Turkish

UPCOMING INTERNATIONAL RELEASES 
Non-Fiction | Rights Sold

THE BOOK OF KNOWING (2019)

Gwendoline Smith

United Kingdom, North 
America and Korean

THE BOOK OF OVERTHINKING 
(2020)

Gwendoline Smith

United Kingdom, North 
America, Chinese Complex 
and Simplified, Turkish, 
Korean, Indonesian

THE BOOK OF ANGST (2021)

Gwendoline Smith

United Kingdom
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Plima Literary Agency
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RUSSIA
Synopsis Literary Agency
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