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Black Swan State Theatre Company of Western Australia acknowledges the Whadjuk
people of the Nyoongar Nation as the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we
work and live.

First Nations People have been telling stories on this country for many thousands

of years, and we acknowledge their incredible contribution to the cultural and
environmental landscape we reside in. In addition, we acknowledge and recognise
all First Nations People with whom we work and whose lands we travel to in Western
Australia. We pay our respects to all Elders past and present, and their ancestors that
walked this country before them, as we stand united towards a shared future.

Total running time Production Images

1 hour 30 minutes (no interval) Photography by Brett Boardman
Content warnings Program Design

Contains themes of depression and suicide, and Troy Barbitta

coarse language.

Blue was first produced by Belvoir St Theatre in 2023.
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ANOTE FROM
THE WRITER

| began writing this play six years ago, and

at the time, | never thought of sharing it

with anyone. It was a kind of self prescribed
therapy | undertook to help understand and
better navigate a bad bout of ill-mental health
| was experiencing.

In a search for healthy coping mechanisms,

[ turned to an old-faithful outlet that I'd held
in equal parts secret and sacred for many
years; writing. | wasn't aware at the time | was
writing a play, or even anything of substance
for that matter. But over the next four years,
through five written and deleted drafts, Blue
as you are about to see it was assembled.
(Thank you).

Writing this play did me the world of good.

It did, in the simplest terms, save my life.
Through each and every iteration since, it has
continued to change my life for the better.
I've been afforded some good fortune in this
career, but sharing this show with audiences
has been the biggest gift. | hope that if
nothing else this play can act as a way for
people to begin difficult conversations with
those close to them, to examine and discuss
the things they struggle with, and for those
who need it, to feel safe and heard.

Lifeis very brief and terrifying, but
inexplicably a gift. I'm trying to make the most
of itand find the beauty in it. Blue has helped
me do that, | hope it can help you do that too.

For Mum, Stevie and Mitchell.
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CAST @

OWEN HASLUCK
MARK

Owen, a proud Whadjuk Noongar man, is a NIDA 2023
Bachelor of Fine Arts (Acting) graduate.

Theatre credits include OPERATION
BOOMERANG and SONGBIRD (Yirra Yaakin).

While studying at NIDA, Owen performed in
productions SWEENEY TOOD: THE DEMON BARBER
OF FLEET STREET, THREE SISTERS, THE VISIT, A
MIDSUMMER’S NIGHT DREAM, THE DOLLAR OPERA,
THE GREAT THEATRE OF THE WORLD and A VERY
EXPENSIVE POISON.

TYREN MACLOU
UNDERSTUDY - MARK

Tyren (Tre) Maclou is an actor who draws from his
Aboriginal, South African, and Australian heritage
to bring diverse characters to life. Graduating with
a Bachelor's degree in Acting from the Western
Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA) in
2024, Tre embraces the art of storytelling, finding
depth and connection in every role he plays.

In 2023, he experienced a career highlight working
as the "Pizza Guy" in a scene with Nicolas Cage in
The Surfer. In 2024, Tre showcased his talent in two
significant productions with Yirra Yaakin: Songbird,
which featured a regional tour, and Brothers Wreck,
marking his debut in a lead role in a mainstage
production. His repertoire also includes engaging
performances in King Lear, Much Ado About Nothing,
and Wise Children.

Additionally, Tre participated in Yirra Yaakin's 2023
Playwright Festival, giving voice to new narratives
and emerging playwrights. Since 2020, he has lent
his voice to Messages On Hold, crafting personalized
auditory experiences for clients.

For Tre, “art is free expression; it is a lie that reveals
deeper truths,” guiding him as he explores the
complexities of the human experience on stage.
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CREATIVES @

THOMAS WEATHERALL
WRITER

Thomas Weatherall is a Kamilaroi writer and actor.
His debut play BLUE premiered in 2023 at Belvoir
Theatre in a sold-out season in which he also
starred. Commissioned by Belvoir Theatre as part
of the Balnaves Fellowship, the world premiere of
BLUE received resounding critical acclaim. BLUE
was chosen to take partin the 2023 Australian
Theatre Festivalin New York, before going on to be
programmed by State Theatre Company of South
Australia and La Boite Theatre Company in Brisbane
for their 2024 seasons.

In his acting work, Thomas is best known for his
performance as Malakai Mitchell, in HEARTBREAK
HIGH for Netflix. This performance earned him
both an AACTA Award for Best Supporting Actor

in a Television Drama, and a Silver Logie for Most
Outstanding Supporting Actor, along with multiple
other nominations.

Thomas can be seenin the Australian Drama series
THE NARROW ROAD TO THE DEEP NORTH for Prime
Video, EXPOSURE for Stan and Network 7's RFDS.

Thomas currently has several writing projects in
development, across screen, stage and longform
literature.

IAN WILKES
DIRECTOR

lan (Moopa) Wilkes is a Noongar man with
connection to the Wadjuk and Ballardong people.
He is a theatre-maker, director, performer, writer,
dancer, and a graduate of Aboriginal Theatre at
WAAPA. lanis a recipient of the Perth NAIDOC award
for Artist of the Year. In 2021, he was co-director
and lead performerin Galup and Galup VR for Perth
Festivaland in 2023 he co-directed the festivals
opening event - Djoondal. He has directed several
plays including York for Black Swan, Yirra Yaakin's
Boodjar Kaatijin, Hobo and Songbird for The Blue
Room Theatre. He also directed the 2023 Dare to
Dream program for Jute Theatre in Cairns and Face
to Face for Clancesty in Brisbane. lan recently co-
lead Perth Festival's Kaarla Bidi and directed Yirra
Yaakin's premiere of Operation Boomerang.
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CREATIVES @

CHERISH MARRINGTON
SET & COSTUME DESIGNER

Cherish Marrington is an artist, and a designer for
theatre and film. She is based in Perth. Marrington
graduated in Fine Arts at Central Institute of
Technology in 2010, and went on to graduate in
Design for Live Production at WAAPAin 2013. Since
then she has designed for a range of theatre and film
productions. Her film work includes The Dustwalker
(2017) and It Only Takes a Night (2021). She has
worked continuously in theatre since 2013, her most
recent projects being Unnatural (2024) and LEGENDS
(of the Golden Arches) (2025) and Blue (2025).
Sensitive to narrative and atmosphere, her stage
work is known for its subtle physical evocation of
the text. Her own creative work investigates ‘horror-
erotica’ and its relationship to human experience
and the natural world. In 2019 she became director
of Chinoiserie Fine Art, and recently co-founded
Carpark Projects a gallery and project space
fostering experimental art, performance and music.

MATTHEW ERREN
LIGHTING DESIGNER

Matthew Erren (He/Him) is a Lighting Designer
working across Theatre, Dance and Exhibitions.

A graduate of the Western Australian Academy of
Performing Art (WAAPA) he has been nominated for
a PAWA for Outstanding Lighting Design for Catch 22
at Blue Room Theatre. Matthew's recent work as a
Lighting Designerinclude: The Comprehensive A-Z of
Missing People Australia (WAYTCo), Made in Boorloo
(WAYTCo), 24 Hour Play Generator (WAYTco),
Ignorance was Bliss (Enneagon Movement). As
Associate Lighting Designer: Evernow Festival: Song
Cirlce (Mark Howett, Perth Festival), Brothers Wreck
(Mark Howett, Yirra Yaakin Theatre Company), and
Dirty Birds (Paul Jackson, Black Swan State Theatre
Company).

Previous Lighting designs include: Spinifex People
(WA Museum), To The Moon (WA Museum), Splice
(12 Installation), Catch 22 (Amelia Sagrabb Projects),
James Cameron: Challenging the Deep (WAM
Museum/ANMM), Hellis Other People (Monkey
Brain Theatre Company), The Effect (Fremantle
Theatre Company), Everything Flickers (Stop Drop +
Roll Theatre) Pursuit (Enneagon Movement).
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CREATIVES @

JARRED WALL
COMPOSER & SOUND DESIGNER

Jarred Wall, known as Boox Kid is a First Nation
(Noongar) artist blending dreamy electropop

with cross-genre versatility. His 2024 debut EP,
Reflections, garnered over 200k streams, with track
"I Don't Mind" featured on major editorial playlists.

A prominent performer, Boox has graced stages at
BIGSOUND, Nannup Music Festival, Perth Festival,
and supported George Ezra and Jen Cloher. Beyond
music, Boox showcased his talent in Noongar-
language operas, Koolbardi Wer Wardong and
Wundig Wer Wilura, and debuted as a sound designer
with Yirra Yakkin Theatre Company in the production
Operation Boomerang. An advocate for First Nations
artists, Boox participated in APRA NATSIMO's
RESONATE program, collaborating with artists like
Jem Cassar-Daly, Cloe Terare and Candice Lorrae.
Boox Kid's latest single, Landslide, was released on
January 31, 2025, followed by a performance at Perth
Festival with Electric Fields on February 7.

JULIA MOODY
VOCAL COACH

Julia has appeared for Black Swan in When The
Rain Stops Falling, The Memory of Water. Onward
Productions: The Deep Blue Sea. Melbourne
Theatre Company: Educating Rita. Company B:
Pallas, Walking Long Country. Deckchair Theatre:
The Removalists. Theatre South: Europe, Daylight
Savings. Perth Theatre Company: The Mule's Foal,
Soul Mates. Extensive Film, TV and Voice-over work
over many years. Positions: Associate teacher of
Fitzmaurice Voicework, Lecturer then Head of Voice
in the Acting Department at WAAPA (1995- 2017),
Voice Lecturer RADA (UK) (2017-19). Board of
Australian Voice Association (2010-12), Board

then Chair Blue Room Theatre (2005-09). Other:
Voice Consultant for SBS, ABC and many other
corporations, organisations, theatre companies and
individuals. Training: Bristol Old Vic Theatre School,
and NIDA (Grad Dip in Voice Studies).

e BLACK SWAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY OF WA



CREATIVES @

SOPHIA MORGAN
STAGE MANAGER

Sophia Morgan is a graduate of the Western
Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA),
holding a Bachelor of Arts in Stage Management. She
currently works between Sydney and Perth, bringing
her skills to a range of theatrical productions.

Since June 2024, Sophia has been the Stage Manager
Swing for the Sydney Theatre Company, working on
productions such as: Dracula, Dear Evan Hansen,

and Julia in a variety of roles. She also recently was
the Stage Manager for Logue Lake at the 2024 Perth
Festival, winning Best Mainstage Production at the
2025 Performing Arts WA Awards.

With Black Swan, Sophia has been the Stage Manager
for The Bleeding Tree and previously worked as
Assistant Stage Manager on Dirty Birds, Once, and
York. Sophia has also stage managed for The Last
Great Hunt, Barking Gecko Theatre, and the West
Australian Symphony Orchestra.

Beyond theatre, Sophia works annually with Tennis
Australia as a Floor Manager during the United Cup,
and she regularly works in various production roles
with Perth Festival.
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BELVOIR CAST,
CREATIVES & CREW

BLUEWAS FIRST PRODUCED BY BELVOIR ST THEATRE IN 2023

CREATIVES

Director
Deborah Brown

Set & Costume Designer
Jacob Nash, Cris Baldwin
Lighting Designer

Chloe Ogilvie

Sound Designer & Composer
Wil Hughes

Video Designer
David Bergman

Vocal Coach
Laura Farrell, Amy Hume

Dramaturg
Dom Mercer

Dramaturgical Consultant
Kodie Bedford

Associate Lighting Designer
Kelsey Lee

Stage Manager
Steph Storr

Assistant Stage Manager
Sybilla Wajon

CAST

Thomas Weatherall
Frances Rings
Darius Williams
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youthfocus

Young people are navigating a lot at this
moment in time, and things like social media,
the cost-of-living crisis, climate change and
world instability, and family violence are having
asignificantimpact on their wellbeing. So many
sufferin silence.

Being able to see or hear their experiences and
emotions acknowledged - whether that's on
stage in productions like Blue, in the media,

or in conversations with family and friends -
makes a difference, showing them that they
are notalone and it's ok to reach out for help. It
‘normalises’ talking about mental health, and
makes it easier for people to access support.
And the earlier young people can access
support, the better the outcomes will be for
them.

Youth Focus has been supporting young people
for the past 30 years. Our vision is a world where
ayoung person's mental health does not getin
the way of them being who they want to be.

Mentalill-health is the leading cause of
disability and poor life outcomes for young
people in WA. With around 40% of young people
between the ages of 12 and 25 experiencing a
mental health challenge in the past 12 months,
that's more than 207,000 young Western
Australians who are struggling right now - a
number that has almost doubled over the past
15 years.

Chances are we all know one of these young
people. You may even be one of these young
people.

At Youth Focus, our role is to create safe
spaces, where young people can feel heard
and understood, and to build trust, confidence
and connection with the people and services
that will help them access the mental health
support they need, when and where they
need it.

We provide a range of evidence-based youth
mental health services including counselling
(in person, online, or via telehealth), work
and study support, education programs,
community engagement, postvention support
for communities impacted by suicide or other
crises, and specialist programs for disordered
eating and early psychosis.

Our services are delivered in communities
across the State, including in Perth,

Peel, South-West, Great Southern, and
Meekatharra, and through our headspace
centres in Albany, Geraldton, Midland and
Northam, as well as more than 50 schools
in WA. Our services are available at no cost
to young people or their families, and they
don‘t need a referral from their GP or health
professional.

Everyone is different, so we don't have a
one-size-fits-all approach. Young people are
the experts in their own lives, and our Youth
Counsellors work with each young person to
understand how they want to be supported.

Taking that first step to talk to someone can
be hard, but it can make a world of difference.
If you or a young person you know needs
support, we're here to help.

Derry Simpson
CEO, Youth Focus

@ BLACK SWAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY OF WA



NEED TO TALK TO SOMEONE?

IS IT AN EMERGENCY?




@ youthfocus

At Youth Focus, our vision is a world where
a young person’s mental health does not get
in the way of them being who they want to be.

We offer mental health services for people
aged 12 - 25 at no cost to the young person
or their families.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

e Counselling and groups
» Vocational support for work and study goals
e Education and community engagement

e Support for communities impacted by
suicide and crises

Learn more at: YOUTHFOCUS.COM.AV | © Bl @youthfocuswa

“HILARIOUS, IRREVERENT, ETERNALLY SURPRISING, CLASSY AS HELL, GENIUS”
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THE BLACK

SWAN TEAM

CHAIR
Francois Witbooi

TREASURER
Felicity Hughes

COMPANY SECRETARY
Anna Casellas

James Arnott

Zoé Atkinson
Andrew Bovell
Mimi Packer
Apple Paget

Prof. David Shirley
Alison Terry

CHAIR

Mimi Packer

Di Bain

Andrew Baker
John Barrington AM
Anna Casellas
Paula Rogers

Leah Royle

Lisa Rowley
Natasha Taylor

FOUNDING PATRON
Janet Holmes a Court AC

LIFE PATRON
Nicola Forrest AO

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Kate Champion

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
lan Booth

CASTING DIRECTOR/COMPANY
MANAGER
Chantelle lemma

SENIOR PRODUCER
Kathleen Higgs

LITERARY DIRECTOR
Chris Isaacs

INDIGENOUS ENGAGEMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGER
Naomi Pigram-Mitchell

HEAD OF FINANCE
Sarah-Jane Watkins

FINANCE MANAGER
Sam Jackson

HEAD OF OPERATIONS
Deanna Faust

FINANCE & OFFICE
ADMINISTRATOR
Angela Sturdy

HEAD OF MARKETING
Tim Sitwell-Mogridge

CAMPAIGN MANAGER
Nicholas Harle

DIGITAL MARKETING
COORDINATOR
Lauren Anderson
Kaili Gardner (Cover)

CREATIVE LEARNING MANAGER
Christie Sistrunk

BRIDGE PROGRAM PROJECT
COORDINATOR
Thomas Papathanassiou

TICKETING & CUSTOMER
SERVICE MANAGER
Logan Jones

TICKETING OFFICERS
Linda Pope & Lisa Fehnle

HEAD OF BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
Danielle Hadley

HEAD OF PHILANTHROPY
Virginia Withers

DONOR & PARTNERSHIPS
COORDINATOR
Eadie Pocock

HEAD OF PRODUCTION
Katie Moore

TECHNICAL COORDINATOR
Joey Coombes

PRODUCTION OPERATIONS
MANAGER
Stephen Matthews

CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISOR
Les Hickford

SCENIC ARTIST
Marek Szyler

SENIOR SET BUILDER & HEAD
MECHANIST
Jordan Lee

SET BUILDER & DEPUTY HEAD
MECHANIST
Ruben Dwyer

SET BUILDER
Alison Little

WARDROBE COORDINATOR
Sheridan Savage

WARDROBE TECHNICIAN
Nicole Marrington

PRODUCTION INTERN
Rhys Healy
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BLACK SWAN FUTURE FUND

Supported by Minderoo Foundation, generous philanthropists, and legacy gifts,
Black Swan's Future Fund was established in 2017 to build a strong financial
foundation to support growth and sustainability. The investment fund enables
the delivery of works of exceptional quality, scale, and ambition. We thank
those who have supported the Future Fund, in particular, we acknowledge the
extraordinary generosity of Nicola and Andrew Forrest, and look forward to
creating many more opportunities for our artists and audiences.
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AROUND OF APPLAUSE FOR

OURDONO

A& MFINIFOUNDATION

The McCusker
Charitable Foundation

PATRONS CIRCLE $25,000+

NICOLAFORRESTAO

ROWLEY

FOUNDATION

MIMI & WILLY PACKER

fr
y /4
UNGAR FAMILY

FOUNDATION

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S
CIRCLE $10,000+

Nic Christodoulou

Kate & Jock Clough*
Loz Copley

Eastcourt Foundation
Dale & Greg Higham
Janet Holmes & Court AC

Anne-Louise Reilly-Akers & Chris
Akers

Debbie Schaffer 0AM & John
Schaffer AM

Natasha & Ross Taylor*
Helen & Michael Tuite
Anonymous Donors

OVATION CIRCLE
$5,000+

Kate Budiselik

Linda & Warren Coli*

Kay Giorgetta

Fiona Harris AM &

John Barrington AM*
Monigue & Randal Humich
Freda & Jim Irenic*

Jim Litis

Carla Marks

Walter Millsteed

Claire & Nick Poll*

Fiona & Graeme Prior
Thurston Sande Saulsman
Peni & Simon Wardman*
Joy Wearne

Anonymous Donors

2,500+

Andrew Baker & Rowan Marshall
Anna Casellas*

Joanne & Camillo Della Maddalena*
Stuart Evans

Warwick Hemsley AQ

Sandy & Peter Honey*

Dr Robert Larbalestier AO
Jane & Luke Miels*

Marie Mills & Anthony Crocker
Toni & Rohan Milne*

Michelle & Brett Mitchell*
Rose & Tim Moore*

Paula Rogers & Phil Thick*
Linda Savage & Stephen Davis
Caro & Jon Stewart

Hon. Matthew Swinbourn MLC
Alison Terry & Derek Gnauck™
Siobhan Vincent*

Anonymous

$1,000+

Michael Anderson

Suzanne Ardagh

Rae & James Arnott

Ngaire & Hamish Beck

Jane Bell & Bradley Van Luxemborg
Nicki & lan Booth

Andrew Bovell

Brenda & lan Campbell*

Joan Carney*

David Castillo

Rose Chaney

Tanya Channell

Tracie Cielak*

Genevieve Cleary & Gavin Carter*

*

Linda Colville & Frank Glass
Heather Cowan*

Cécile Crochu & Alan Ng*
Treffina & Graham Dowland*
Jacqui & Graeme Dunn*
Michelle & Bill Edwards
Shirley Egan

Sophie & Ben Elton
Susanne & Paul Finn*
Karen Fleischer

Angela & Ben Fowler*
Felicity Gooding*

Michelle & Tony Grist*
Mairead Heaney*

Eve & Christiaan Heyning
Eve Howell

Felicity Hughes

Sarah & Steve Johnston*
Sally & John Jones*
Kimberley Kohan*

Malca & Graham Laitt
Victoria Laurie

Fran & Ross Ledger

Sheila Mackay

Allison Manners & Scott Magee
Lorraine Manning*

Sue McDonald & Mark Westbrook*
Julie McKay-Warner & Ross
Warner*

Tara Menzies®

Jayne & lan Middlemas*
Jodi Millhahn*

Mitchell Corporate Group
Morris-Johnson Family
Andrea Paganin*

Di & Robin Parsons
Perpetual Private Wealth*

Bridie & Grant Pestell
Lindsey & Peter Platt*
Rosalind & Lyndsay Potts
Wendy & Garry Prendiville*
Melanie Price

Dr Norbert & Jane Radny
Julia Redwood

Jan & Bryan Rodgers

Leah Royle

Elizabeth Shaw

Sue Skull & Jonathan Carapetis
Rosalind & David Smith
Diane Smith-Gander AQ*
Dena & Chris Stavrianou*
John Stevenson

Diane Sunderman & Andrew Crocker
Shareen Traub

Vasse Felix

Ivan Vella

Yannis Vrodos

Natasha & Francois Witbooi
Sara Wordsworth*

Heather Zampatti*
Anonymous Donors

LEGACY LEADERS

Legacy Leaders are visionary
donors who have made a bequest in
their will to Black Swan to support
theatre now and for generations

to come.

Anita & James Clayton
Jan & Bryan Rodgers
Dr Heather Rogers

*White Swans Giving Circle Member
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Black Swan State Theatre Company
PO Box 337, Northbridge, WA 6865
T (08) 62129300

E hello@blackswantheatre.com.au
W blackswantheatre.com.au
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