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NOTES FOR EDUCATORS

The Danny Long Legs books are decodable which means that they
are phoneﬁca”y controlled, mm‘cning our level 7 letter-sounds. Follow

the s’reps when using these books during supporfed reading time.

Supporﬁng the Reader
|. Read the title of the book and preoh'mL what mignf nappen.

2. Read fnrougn the sounds by naving the student fap and say
the sounds that match the letters.

3. Read fnrougn the signf words. These words will appear
often in the book and may have spe”ing that is either

irregular or unknown to the reader at this sfage.
lt. Read fhrougn the word warm up words to pracﬁse decoding.
5. Encourage the reader to read the sforg. If the reader

comes to a word that fneg may not know, it is imporfamL to
encourage the blending process (sounding out and sh'ding the
sounds fogefner). Reread the sentence if errors are made

to nelp with ﬂuency and comprehension.

6. Sfop at each chapfer and talk about the events and

characters in the sfory. There are quesﬁons at the back.

7. At the end of the sfory discuss the p/o‘r {beginning,

complicaﬁon, resoluﬁ'on} and do a sfory retell.

8. Lots of posiﬁve praise is recommended for s‘rrugg/ing

reoders, as reading can sometimes be strenuous 'FOV‘ Some.



SOUND WARM UP

These are our 'FOCUS sounds O'F l_eve/ /.

Tap and say the sounds!

Level 7 Sounds
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SIGHT WORD WARM UP

all are as call
called || come || could || do
have | his | into is
oh one || onto || other
put || should || “the || there
they
were
would

HOU




a e (cake) WOrds
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o
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e (we) Words

Y ¢y words

WORD WARM UP

gave -§ these -§ mite

face 2 compefe ‘é pile

shapes é % smile

mates ® - surprise
o P

hope -§ tunes -§ waving

woke % % making

froze E g

spoke S

he -§ shiny -§’ SO

be 2 Fridag 2 cosy

she ;é sliding 58” oval

even silent local

cry -§ cosy

f/ying s frophy

h“ying jé: loudly

myself > quick/y
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Danny the spider
found a new
| cosy p,ace to

spin his web.

4 o

€s
So 5/00/7 his web in g big tree by :«Ws
" see all the sports 3
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Danny was not like most spiders. He had
very Iong 'egs, and he was known for
being clumsg. \ |

TTe———

Danny liked to dance but when he did
he would frip. [f he tried to swing
around. he would fang/e his Iegs up

and tumble over.
4.



Danny, you are funny,
..| but you are not made

for dancing'

S
Ky Dy fked to dre"
"9ined be; ing ¥
be/ng o dancin9
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Danny, Danny! Look!
There is a Bug Dance Off at the
local oak tree on Friday night.
You should compete in this!

Lily was Danny 's
mate, and she had
: L ’Iong Iegs too.

A

ot P,
.b-



The Bug Dance Off was a blg evem‘
and lots of bugs would attend.

WV
\\ fﬁ%\/ .

\' "-_‘A/'.. N -
SRR SE g%',\
c

ﬁfi ' E)}(;V%G\ 2} 3o over would come
S g RS :

w;g%%g_ AN ~ to dance, sing,
gf"// | -’\S\@ﬁ and have fun.

T~ - N
There were brighf Iighfs, shiny
streamers. and a big sfage. The winner

would get a go’den frophy
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Danny had never entered a Bug Dance
Off. He was shtj, and he knew he mt’gh1L

frip over and make a fool of himself.

Come on Danny
You m:ghf JusvL surprise yourself

You should
give it a fry ~
C & "" X

/

® Lily smiled.
.8-
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On the days Ieading up to the event
Danng would dance day and m’ghf.

He would spin
and swing.
= At times, he
would trip,
~ but hejusf got
up and kepf

@ going.
Q e [t was easy when

no bugs were Iookmg at him.
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On the day of the event, \)W /
Danny woke up witha - @ -
spring in his sfep. He

looked at his web and smiled. ;o




ut on his beSf /’af
DO“n;jef off o the oak 7L/‘ee. o/
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On his way, Danny skipped and tried
to spin, but his Iegs got fangled up.
Danny landed on his back.

[ hope [ do not frip over on the sfage.
[ do not want to make a fool of myself.

“14-



Danny got to the oaf ¢
Ge




There were lots of talented bugs.

VS )k
\[7 \ ‘ = ‘.’ﬂ There was Betty
Z = the bee. who could

73l -~
g//\ v buzz and spin.

There was Mike
the mite. who
could jump _high.

There was even a snail
)) who could slide in
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runes were loud and 4
The hgh*l's were br/'g/,f. he

Each bug went on the sfage. First
Beh‘y Bee did lots of quick spins.

<17 -



Hoe Mite was next op the
\\4@\;\ c\\d b.gJumps and f/,lo

°c rOWOl was c'app"‘ﬂ
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54 slow, funny shidy




/\” Hwe bugs were 900d ar dancing.

DanngjusvL wanted to run home. He
did not want to 93"' up on the sfage.

Lilg was waving

and shouﬁng.

He had to
do this.

l_egs, /egs, skinny and
long, help me dance
to the beat of this song.’

.20-
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Jlowly stepped ont, Fhe

ny S#
Do“s ] ctarted. It had g 000,296.
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00/7,7 ed this and star < ?'\“.

ysfam‘ d : and
7/;?”7 a/e fo swmg ouder
ae the crowd clap
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TZ 7(’"//0/0 ed and slid across e ;\Y\\%)

€ crowd went silent- "
felt his face go red-
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As Danny tried to stand back up., his
/ong /egs swung out and he swepvL a

pile of streamers out into fhg crowd.




od fo 9eJr up, but b/'s/
frie egs
f . .
Do \in d sm:rlr}q of /'76 4o Jor
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The /ighfs S\;VUH9 back and forth
making funny shapes on the sfage.

The bugs smiled and c’apped.
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0/7/75 Waved his legs o the
He was having fun.
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Suddenlg, a blg dark shadow went
over the free. \ |/

O A// fl)e bu S fro1-¢ C\(\%
%@ did hot nohcegand \(QP t dot
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But there was no time. The bird

swooped down, aiming for the sfage.
Aiming for Danny!

.32.



d\d ﬂ0+ see ’rhe bl!"G’ at ﬁf’S}‘
DON\% .~ Yo dance W/?i/e L/nfan /
from the string of J; "9 b

,¥.\S

A € spun around, one °
95 |
19 up high. right into ™™
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With a loud “thump,” —o
the sfring of Iighfs \K ,_C

-

from Danny's Iegs hit
the bird's wing.

T ) ~ <X - -
- , o The bird gave

a loud cry
and tumbled.

d
/



In shock, Danny quickly v A\,
spun the other way,

and the string of / A’f@? U
/ighfs hit the / 7 / \'
bird again. % ﬁ )

frying fo
gef away.

The crowd stood still. The bird went out,

away from the tree and did not come back.

-35.
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/V\aybe my /egs are
good for somefhing,




Nﬁ A<

Ao
9 ot mind if he |00kzd S\
He was happy
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At the end of the nighf all the bugs
that entered the Dance Off were
called up to the sfage.

o 'e&i«—::\’ \ {
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The crowd erupfed with shouﬁng
and clapping.
AR
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" Wenjr across S age 4,
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The crowd smiled. Danny smiled. l_ily
made her way up to the stage to give
Danny his frophy.

O o
\ : TN @ Ved . v
f(Z t,/Z(// (¢ ; 0 \)_‘ﬂ

You did it! You are the best
dancer and the bravest bug.




‘me T0 9o home, and )
fime
Wt back fo his

W

7[6/7‘ so he h
S ID/”OUd 'H']CI'I' J
olne#ling new. He had ™

€W mates and had fun-

“45.



O, b
LAY (ONTC

Danny liked his new name.
He liked his Iong Iegs, too. He knew
he could do big Hn'ngs, even if he
was c/umsy. Hejus1L had to try.

46
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CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

These quesﬁons can be asked at the end of each chapfer‘.

Chapfer | - Too Shy
I. What does Danny like to do, but he's not very good at?
2. What does l_ily suggest Danny enter?

Chapfer 2 - Brighf I_ighfs
3. What did Danny do on the dags /eading up to the Dance Off?
. What other bugs had entered the Dance Off ?

Danny 'S Turn

5. What happened to Danny when he had his go at dancing on
stage?

6. V\/hy did Danny not notice the dark shadow?

Chapfer I - Danger.’
7. What did all of the bugs do when H)ey saw the bird?
8. How did Danny save the day?

Danny the Dancer
9. How did Danny feel?
10. What is Danny's nickname now?



LET'S RETELL THE STORY




WORD SEARCH
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ROLL AND READ

2-3 P/ayers. Each plager takes a turn to roll the dice and read a word on the
list under that number. If the word is read correcHy it can be covered bg a
coloured chip or highlighfed. Play continues until all the words are covered.

The P’Gyer‘ WhO hOS +he most WOf‘dS covered wins.

he

no
tunes
smile

compefe

go
she

shiny
local

Fridag

ry
mite
stage
even

surprise




*PhO+OCOPH me as a double page.

these

cry
Mike

{:V‘OZB

notice

face

mind

Lily
waving

making

like
over
Betty
silent

h‘ophy
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o
Decodable Readers

Auithli

Danny loves to dance and when his mate Lily
tells him about the Dance Off, Danny gives it
a go. Will Danny be able to dance or will he
end up in a tangled mess?

édﬂb[e Readers

us to Decodable Readers Australia’s

Level 7 Level 7 scope and sequence. o I ALRIRILTLIAL
- www.decodablereadersaustralia.com.au

The Danny Long Legs set of
decodable chapter books match up




