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Position Description


	Position Title:
	Research Assistant

	Reports To:
	  Unit Head

	Location:
	214 Hawkesbury Rd, Westmead

	Number of Direct Reports:
	0



Organisation Overview

Children’s Medical Research Institute (CMRI) was Australia’s first dedicated paediatric research facility and is now one of the world’s most highly regarded independent medical research organisations. Our research focuses on the four key areas impacting children’s health: cancer, genomics and genetic diseases, neurobiology, and embryology. Our strong international
reputation is based on decades of significant research outcomes in these areas of specialty. CMRI is also home to the world-first proteomics project, ProCan, which is changing the way cancer is
diagnosed and treated. CMRI’s research programs are supported by state of the art facilities and committed research and support staff. Our achievements are made possible by a loyal network of community supporters, highly engaged donors, and the very successful Jeans for Genes® and Great Cycle Challenge fundraising campaigns.


Role Summary
Conduct and provide support for research experiments and projects as part of a team and independently in the area as agreed from discussion with Professor Robyn Jamieson.
The appointee will join the Eye Genetics Research Unit.  The major focus of the unit is to investigate molecular and cellular mechanisms in diseases of the eye, and develop new therapies for the conditions, many of which are currently untreatable. The group uses genomic strategies to identify novel disease genes, followed by cellular, genome engineering, stem cell and mouse model studies to determine disease mechanisms and develop and test novel therapies, and investigate cost/benefits of these approaches. The work incorporates a wide variety of techniques including CRISPR/Cas9 technology, human induced pluripotent stem cell differentiation to retinal organoids, advanced microscopy and image analysis, electrophysiology and assessment of costs in the context of development of sight saving therapies.  
The successful candidate must be organized with data collection, meeting presentations and composition of study publications.  They must demonstrate excellent communication and interpersonal skills.  They will be working in a creative, team environment demanding team-orientated execution of time-dependent experiments.

Key Responsibility Area

· Conduct and support research experiments and projects both independently and as part of a team;
· Prepare technical reports, and contribute to research papers under general supervision;
· Maintain accurate records and be involved in databasing results and shared laboratory resources;
· Provide assistance in duties which contribute to the general organisation and management of the laboratory such as ensuring supply and maintenance of required workplace materials, and maintaining CMRI laboratory safety guidelines and standard operating procedures;
· Provide assistance, guidance and training to other members of the unit;
· Apply broad technical knowledge, research skills, and laboratory experience to a diverse range of laboratory procedures and tasks and identify novel solutions to research problems;
· Share knowledge with the community and promote CMRI through participation in activities such as seminars or Discovery Days;
· Actively participate in laboratory research meetings;
· Other duties as required by the Research Unit Head.
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Work Heath and Safety	
Individuals have the following responsibilities:
· Ensure safe work practices are adopted in any work area and contribute to the development and maintenance of risk assessments and standard operating procedures (SOPs), including workplace behaviour.
· Report injuries, accidents, incidents and near misses in the work area and on the corrective actions taken to prevent reoccurrence.
· Do not intentionally or recklessly interfere with or misuse anything provided in the interests of health, safety, or welfare.
· As an officer of the organisation, you must ensure due diligence to make sure that the organisation complies with its health and safety obligations

Key Result Areas
1.	Precise and timely execution of experiments
2.	Clear analysis of studies
3.	Accurate and timely completion of general laboratory duties
4.	Ensure relevant laboratory data is maintained accurately and securely

Key Selection Criteria
Essential
•	Strong knowledge of relevant area of scientific research
•	Experience in the relevant area
•	Advanced computer skills and proficiency with database programs.
•	Advanced understanding of the clinical aspects of research

Desirable
•	Expertise and experience in human stem cell culture

Personal Attributes
•	Strong interpersonal skills.
•	Strong written and verbal communication skills
•	Well developed planning, organizing and work management abilities
•	Strong attention to detail
•	Ability to work independently and as part of a team.
•	Commitment to professional improvement
The duties and responsibilities described are not a comprehensive list, and additional tasks may be assigned to you from time to time. The scope of the role may change as necessitated by business demands.
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