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Thank you to all our wonderful supporters who contributed to 
our recent appeal. 

Your kindness helps researchers, like Professor Roger Reddel 
and his team, to gain deeper insights into the fundamental 
nature of cancer, improve the accuracy and efficiency of 
cancer diagnosis, and develop more effective treatments with 
fewer long-lasting side effects. 

The outlook for children with cancer is improving, because 
of medical research made possible through the support of 
people like you. Thank you.

You will recall Marley’s story that we shared with you at 
Christmas time. Marley was diagnosed with cancer when she 
was only eight months old. Thankfully, because of research, 
Marley is now a happy and healthy five-year-old who loves to 
dance and do gymnastics. Marley started kindergarten this 
year. We wish Marley the very best for a bright and healthy 
future.

Professor Roger Reddel AO

Finding cures for  
children’s genetic diseases

Marley, 5



Amin Sabri 
from CMRI’s Eye 
Genetics team 
received the 
Best Early Career 

Researcher Presentation award 
at the EMCR Symposium held at 
Westmead in December. 

International collaboration to improve 
the lives of children living with genetic 
heart and kidney problems

Research Update 

From the Director
Welcome to our first Under the Microscope 
of 2022. With pandemic restrictions 
easing, we remain hopeful about the year 
ahead although we are deeply concerned 
about the effect of the recent heavy rains 
and floods across NSW and QLD.

For CMRI’s researchers, the ability to 
work in the labs fulltime and engage with 
our scientific colleagues in person is very 
welcome. 

Several CMRI researchers participated in 
two key scientific meetings in Australia 
(Lorne Cancer and Lorne Genome) in 
February, including Professor Hilda Pickett 
and team and CMRI’s Cell Biology Unit. This 
was a great opportunity to share research 
findings and forge new collaborations to 
speed future discoveries. 

CMRI’s wonderful fundraising Committees 
who typically host highly successful events 
in their communities to help raise funds 
for the Institute, have had a particularly 
difficult time during the pandemic. 
Fortunately, they’re bouncing back in 2022 
with many events scheduled, such as the 
popular Hills Mothers' Luncheon, in the 
calendar again.

Our Great Cycle Challenge and Ks for Kids 
events had great participation last year, 
even during lockdowns, as people were 
enthusiastic about the opportunity to stay 
fit while helping a great cause. Both events 
are returning in 2022, and I hope you will 
take part and involve friends and family in 
these fun and healthy efforts to raise vital 
funds for research. 

We hope you enjoy reading the positive 
stories in this newsletter—stories of hope 
created by the work of our scientists and 
through your generosity.

With warmest regards,

Roger Reddel AO
Lorimer Dods Professor  
and Director, CMRI

Children’s Medical Research Institute has teamed with Swiss-based 
DiNAQOR to develop novel bioengineered gene therapy tools that can be 
delivered directly into human cardiac (heart) muscle.

DiNAQOR, a company focused on addressing severe inherited cardiac 
diseases, announced the research partnership with CMRI in January.

As part of the collaboration, CMRI will make available its extensive library 
of AAV capsids (vectors), which act as delivery vehicles for gene therapies. 
In exchange, DiNAQOR will provide access to its engineered heart tissue 
(EHT) technology to help identify new cardiac-specific AAV capsids.

“We are honoured to be working closely with CMRI, a pioneer in the field of 
gene therapy and a world leader in the design of capsids to deliver these 
medicines,” said Eduard Ayuso, Chief Technology Officer at DiNAQOR. “Our 
aim is to develop new capsids that can target the heart more efficiently at 
lower doses.”

“This will be an exciting collaboration, and it is consistent with our strategy 
to align with world-leading academic institutions to expand our R&D 
efforts, platform capabilities and our pipeline,” said Johannes Holzmeister, 
Chairman and CEO of DiNAQOR. “CMRI has a stellar team, and we look 
forward to working closely with them to make a real difference in the lives 
of patients.”

The CMRI team is led by Associate Professor Leszek Lisowski who said, 
“We look forward to working with the team at DiNAQOR to identify novel 
capsids that may improve the standard of care for patients with heart 
disease.”

“We are optimistic that this will form a foundation of novel advanced 
therapies to benefit millions of affected patients world-wide.”

— CMRI is working with a Swiss company on a new gene therapy project,  
Associate Professor Leszek Lisowski (inset)

CMRI scientists Pengyi 
Yang in Computational 
Systems Biology and 
Wendy Gold in the 
Molecular Neurobiology 
Group have both been 
promoted to Associate 
Professor recently.



 

Congratulations to the ProCan team 
for winning Highly Commended 
in the Data Innovation category 
of the Research Australia Awards 
2021. Research Australia CEO, Nadia 
Levin, described their work as a 
"wonderful example of data science 
driving biomedical advancement''.

Danish supporters generosity

Q & A 
Dr Greta Ridley 

Q: What is your background? 
I started at the University of 
Queensland, completing a 
Bachelor of Science with Honours 
in Biochemistry, and I did my 
PhD in the field of embryology 
at Southampton University 
in England, which led to post-
doctoral positions in embryology 
at both Oxford and Nottingham 
universities. I ventured back to 
Oz, working as a post-doctoral 
researcher at CMRI before 
transitioning into clinical research 
at The Children’s Hospital at 
Westmead. Most recently I moved 
into research development and 
governance at the Gold Coast 
University Hospital and spent 
the last six years as Director of 
Research at Gold Coast Health.

Q: What attracted you to science? 
I have always been fascinated by the 
human body and how it works. It is 
absolutely amazing!  So, there was 
very little chance I was not going to 
go down the science path!

Q: Why did you move into 
governance? 
I consider myself a research 
professional, focused on research 
management. I use my broad set 
of research skills to aid researchers 
and research organisations to 
remove obstacles and improve their 
output. I know governance is not 
everyone’s cup of tea, but for some 
reason, I enjoy working through the 
different processes that make an 
organisation’s research safe, secure, 
and accountable to the public. 

CMRI is delighted to 
have Dr Greta Ridley  

re-join us. Greta was a 
scientist at CMRI many 

years ago before moving to 
Queensland. She recently 

returned in the role of Head 
of Research Office to focus 

on research compliance 
and governance.

Supporters of Children’s Medical 
Research Institute come from all 
walks of life and even from as 
far afield as Denmark where a 
generous group of philanthropists 
have donated $50,000 to Professor 
Phil Robinson’s Cell Signalling Unit.

The Friendship Society of Australia, 
New Zealand and Denmark 
made the donation at the start of 
2022. The Society was originally 
formed in 1969 and served as a 
connection between Australia and 
several Scandinavian countries 
for residents who had family and 
friends in these locations. 

In 2019, Society President Hanne 
Bache, based in Denmark, and 
her Board decided to fold their 
organisation as those who wished 
to travel were now organising their 
own trips.

“It was suggested that we wind up the society 
and use our assets to do good for others,’’ Ms 
Bache said. 

“We really wanted to use the money we 
had left to create a legacy for the Society, 
something that would allow us to go back to 
the members and say: ‘see what good you’ve 
done’.’’

The Society immediately turned to the 
devastating bushfires that were impacting 
NSW and donated money to that cause. They 
had $50,000 left over, and Ms Bache’s son Dr 
Nicolai Bache made his own suggestion of a 
cause that linked Denmark and Australia.

Dr Bache had worked at Children’s Medical 
Research Institute as a post-doctoral 
researcher for two years before returning 
to Denmark. He recalled his time fondly, 
particularly his work with Prof Phil Robinson 
who is head of CMRI’s Cell Signalling Unit and 
who still collaborates with Danish scientists 
today.

Congratulations to Dr Lara 
Graves in the Gene Therapy 
Research Unit on winning two 
recent prizes at a scientific 
conference. She was named 
Emerging Investigator of the 
Year 2021 and won Best Oral 
Presentation for her PhD work.

Dr Nicolai Bache and Professor  
Phil Robinson

Dr Nicolai Bache



When it came to signing up to do the fundraising 
challenge Ks for Kids this year, Kylie Kelich didn’t 
have to think twice. She loves keeping fit, but she 
also knows better than most about the value of 
investing in research to improve the health of future 
generations.

“The journey for children impacted by genetic disease 
is somewhat unknown, but there is hope through 
research at Children’s Medical Research Institute 
to gain a clearer knowledge of what can be done to 
better help my kids and every other family hoping to 
find a cure for their own kids,’’ Kylie said.

Ks for Kids involves walking or running 60kms in 
March (that’s just 2km per day) to raise money for 
genetic diseases and other conditions that impact the 
lives of 1 in 20 Australian children. The money raised 
goes to the labs at CMRI.

Kylie immediately signed up for the inaugural Ks 
for Kids in 2021 because she has been a long-term 
supporter of CMRI. Both her children, Addelyn, 
and Ethan, have been diagnosed with Capillary 
Malformation and Arteriovenous Malformation 
which are caused by a mutation in the RASA-1 gene. 
It impacts their vascular system, and the children 
frequently experience pain.

“We loved doing Ks for Kids as a family last year, 
because the kids could walk with me when they were 
feeling well enough, and it was great that they could 
be part of it,’’ Kylie said. 

“Ks for Kids is a great idea, because doing 60km over 
the whole month is pretty manageable for most 
people, and it is a great way to educate people about 
genetic disease and raise money for a great cause.’’

— Kylie Kelich and kids, Addelyn, and Ethan — Addelyn running with her dog

To find out more about these events and other ways to support vital research at CMRI,  
visit: cmrijeansforgenes.org.au/get-involved

Doing Ks for Kids

Please donate by phone or fax:  
P.+1800 436 437 F.+61 2 8865 2801

Please donate online at:  
www.cmri.org.au/donate

By post: Children’s Medical 
Research Institute, Reply Paid 
71005, Wentworthville, NSW 2145

street: 214 Hawkesbury Rd, Westmead NSW 2145 Australia | postal: Locked Bag 2023, Wentworthville NSW 2145 Australia
ABN 47 002 684 737   freecall: 1800 436 437   p: +61 2 8865 2800   e: info@cmri.org.au   CMRIJeansForGenes.org.au



Campaign & Events

3 Peaks Challenge 
Join us on Children’s Medical Research Institute - 3 
Peaks Adventure NSW 2022 and help find cures 
for children’s genetic diseases. As part of this 
incredible adventure, you’ll trek to the summit of 
Mount Kosciuszko, Australia’s highest mountain.

Following well-worn tracks, you’ll trek up above 
Lake Cootapatamba — Australia’s highest lake, 
between rolling peaks, past historic huts, granite 
rock formations and weathered snow gums, along 
a gently winding path to the summit. 

Best of all, with every step you take towards the 
summit, you’ll fund world-leading research to help 
find treatments and cures for children’s genetic 
diseases,  including cancer, so every child has the 
opportunity for a healthy start to life.
— To find out how you can be part of this exciting adventure 
contact us at research@cmri.org.au.

Leaving a legacy of love

“I was a Postmaster for 38 years, now retired. An 
everyday person. I have no medical or academic 
background, but that doesn’t stop me from being 
able to help.  My wife passed away from breast 
cancer in 2003. In my family, we’ve lost many 
members to cancer. It’s important to find better 
treatments for the different types of cancer 
that affect everyone. Everyone knows someone 
affected. The way CMRI is set up, you can be sure 
a line of research will be followed through to its 
finality … CMRI’s research has the potential to 
help everyone, children and adults.” 

Nigel Armstrong, Gift in Will Donor

By leaving a gift in your Will you can help create 
a healthier future for generations of children to 
come. 
— For more information, please get in touch:  
bequests@cmri.org.au or call 02 8865 2984

DC22A

Thank you for your generosity. Your 
valuable support allows us to continue 
our work on the most serious problems 
affecting the health of our children. Every 
dollar counts. 

Will you be a supporter to help find cures for 
children's genetic diseases?

— We hope you enjoy reading the newsletter and are 
always happy to receive your ideas and feedback. Please 
let us know at research@cmri.org.au

Children’s Medical Research Institute (CMRI) respects your 
privacy and the importance of safeguarding your personal 
information. Information is collected directly and indirectly 
in order to process donations, issue tax receipts and send you 
updates and fundraising communications through various 
channels. For these purposes, your details may be supplied 
to trusted third parties and our service providers, such as 
printing and mailing companies, to facilitate this process. 
Our Privacy Policy www.cmri.org.au/system/privacy-policy 
contains information about i) how you can access and correct 
your personal information; ii) how you can lodge a complaint 
regarding the handling of your personal information; and iii) 
how any complaint will be handled by CMRI. If you do not wish 
to receive further communications by mail or have any queries 
please contact our Privacy Officer via email:  
privacy@cmri.org.au or telephone: 1800 436 437.

   Please send me more information about 
including a gift in my Will to Children’s 
Medical Research Institute.

Please find enclosed: 

 Cheque  Money Order 

(payable to Children’s Medical Research Institute)

Please debit this card: 

 MasterCard           Visa           Amex

Card Number:  

   
  

Expiry date:  /  

CVV:     

Name on card: 

 

Signature: 

 
Email: 

Phone:  

 

D.O.B:   

 Yes, please accept a single gift of

$

or

 Yes, please accept my monthly gift of 

$                                                            per month

Thank you for your generous support.


