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An octagon-shaped seat has been erected around the large elm [Ulmus procera] tree which is growing in 
this reserve, and which by the way is the largest specimen about Adelaide, the girth of the truck measuring 
eight feet [2.4m]. 
 
Near this elm [Ulmus procera] tree a small rockery has been built and planted with various succulents 
and other creeping plants. 
 
The soil in this reserve consist of sandy loam, with a good strong subsoil, and in selecting the trees and 
shrubs to be planted there, I have included some choice species which delight in rich soil, such as Jacaranda 
[Jacaranda mimisofolia], Scarlet [Quercus coccinea] and Portugal Oaks [Quercus faginea], Maiden-hair 
Fern, Bauhinia [Bauhinia ssp], Cherry Laurel [Prunus laurocerasus], Flame Tree [Brachychiton 
acerifolius], Weigala [Weigala ssp], Forsythia [Forsythia ssp], Tabernaemantana [Ervatamia 
divaricata], Camphora [Cinnamomum camphora], Cedrus deodara aurea [Cedrus deodara ‘Aurea’], 
Cupressus Lambertiana horizontalis aurea [Cupressus macrocarpa ‘Lambertiana Aurea’, etc. [sic.] 
(Annual Report 1905, p. 53). 
 

 
 

 

Street planting activities also continued.  Some 150 trees were planted along the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri banks, 6 Pepper (Schinus aeria var molle) trees, 5 planes (Platanus ssp) 
and 1 Elm (Ulmus procera) along King William Road, 1 White Cedar (Robinia pseudoacaica) along 
Avenue Road in 1904, together with a thorough pruning of the King William Road elms (Ulmus 
procera) “so as to allow free circulation of air between the branches.”  Around the Frome Road 
Nursery Pelzer established a 3,615 African Box Thorn (Lycium ferocissmum) hedge, accompanied 
by a 45 sawn jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata) post and 12 lines of barb wire fence, to address an 
easterly extension to the Nursery that had been undertaken in the same year.  Pelzer prioritised 
the planting of Poplars (Populus ssp) along both the north and south sides of the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri and along Victoria Drive, as well as willows (Salix ssp) on the north 
bank of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri in Karrawirra/Park 12 in 1905.  Additional trees 
were planted in Avenue Road and along the “river banks’, and shrubs in Roberts Place in 1905 
and Pelzer extended the African Box Thorn (Lycium ferocissmum) hedge on the northern edge of 
rhe Nursery with an additional 21 plants, while fixing the rabbit damaged wire netting at the 
same time, in 1905.  He also shifted the fencing along Avenue Road.  In the following year it was 
additional plantings in Victoria Drive, on the “river banks,” two palms (Phoenix ssp) in Victoria 
Drive and generally tree maintenance works.  Finally, in 1909 he removed the remaining internal 
fences within Karrawirra/Park 12 and erected “rustic-railings’ of the stairway to the south-east 
of the King William Road bridge (Annual Report 1904, pp. 63, 64, 65, 66; 1905, pp. 42, 43, 54, 55, 
56; 1906, pp. 44, 62; 1909, p. 65).   
 
In 1903 Pelzer also undertook a major evaluation of trees along Victoria Drive noting past errors 
of planting design logic and the health of extant trees, leading to several strategic 
recommendations to renovate the streetscape of Victoria Drive.  Despite his evaluation he 
appears to have faced a public and Councillor outcry about the act of tree felling, and this is the 
first incidence of a tree-felling complaint that he expressed in his reports – very carefully with 
reasoning as quoted below – demonstrating the early politicization of tree felling in Adelaide: 
 

VICTORIA DRIVE.—This drive along the southern bank of the river between King William and 
Frome Roads was originally planted about 25 years ago with sugar gums [Eucalyptus cladocalyx] and 
English elms [Ulmus procera] alternately, and the stupidity of planting such divergent species side by side 
has long been apparent. 
 
The gum trees [Eucalyptus cladocalyx] made most vigorous growth and, except near the Frome Road, 
completely choked the English elms [Ulmus procera]; consequently in 1903 it was decided to remove the 
sugar gums, save what elms were worth saving, and replace those that were not. 
 
Owing to the pressure of departmental work a start was not made until last year [1905], when about a 
dozen were felled.  This year [1906] the work of removing the gums was again proceeded with in face of 
strong opposition from a section of the public, and opinion was divided in the Council as to the wisdom of 
the policy.  Ultimately it was resolved to leave the best of the sugar gums [Eucalyptus cladocalyx] 
immediately behind the grounds of the Royal Agricultural Society [now the lower campus of the 
University of Adelaide], and to remove the rest of them towards King William Road.  In place of the 
stunted elm [Ulmus procera] and gum trees [Eucalyptus cladocalyx] removed, sterculias [Brachychiton 
populneus], English ash [Fraxinus excelsior], and evergreen oaks [Quercus ilex] are to be planted next 
year [1907]. 
 
The gums that were removed were utterly unsuitable for his avenue, and experience has proved that they 
are relatively short-lived (Annual Report 1906, p. 42). 

 
Pelzer re-quotes the above in his 1907 Annual Report, with slight modifications, perhaps still 
having to deal with public machinations about tree felling (Annual Report 1907, p. 54).  In 
another section of his 1905 Annual Report he states a strong case for the: 

Figure 
A period water coloured postcard depicting the ‘English Elm, [in] Pennington Park’ or Pennington Gardens 
East as designed and developed by Pelzer in c.1910.  Note the picturesque circuitous pathway system; an 
obviously mature English Elm (Ulmus procera) that Pelzer incorporated into the design; two gardeners at work 
trimming the edges of the pathways; the circular timber seat around the English Elm (Ulmus procera); extensive 
flower beds.  Source:  private collection. 
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REMOVAL OF GUM TREES.—Now a word as to the removal of gum trees in various localities.  
Nearly every time the axe is put into a stunted, diseased, dying, or misshapen gum tree of whatever species, 
there is a fuss made by a section of the public.  The gum tree apparently is their fetish.  I must, in 
justification of the [Parks & Gardens] department’s work, say that no gum trees are or ever have been 
removed without the sanction of the Committee controlling this branch of the Corporation’s work, and 
without my personal inspection before removal.  Every gum tree that has been cut down during the past 
seven years (with the exception of the sugar gums—eucalyptus corynocalyx—[Eucalyptus cladocalyx] 
growing in the Victoria Drive) was either dead, dying, or diseased. One clump of the gums has been left in 
the locality referred to at the earnest request of the Field Naturalists’ Association, although they spoil the 
continuity of the avenue from a landscape gardening point of view, and the original order for their removal 
was given because of the impossibility of sugar gums [Eucalyptus cladocalyx] and English elms [Ulmus 
procera] thriving side by side.  One species had to go (Annual Report 1906, p. 43). 

 
A shade house, 21 x 12m, was erected in the Frome Road Nursery for young plant propagation 
in 1906, and the following tree species in the Nursery in 1904: 
 

265 elms [Ulmus ssp] 
390 planes [Platanus ssp] 
36 ash [Fraxinus ssp] 
100 white cedars [Robinia pseudoacacia] 
63 white poplars [Populus alba] 
112 spreading and upright poplars [Populus ssp and Populus alba ‘Pyramidalis’] 
40 balsam poplars [Populus tacamahaca] 
250 white acacias [Melia azedarach var australisca] 
180 various pines [Pinus ssp] 
20 tamarisks [Tamarix aphylla] 
16 various palms [Phoenix ssp and Washingtonia ssp] 
150 roses [Rosa spp] 
113 various shrubs (Annual Report 1904, p. 65; 1906, p. 63). 

 
The Frome Road Nursery appears to have been more efficiently laid out and managed that the 
West Park Lands Nursery.  As a consequence, the Corporation adopted a proposal in May 1906 
to close the latter and shift its operations to the Frome Road Nursery.  Undoubtedly this 
proposal was at Pelzer’s request, presumably to enable further park development in Tulya 
Wodli/Park 27, but a later City Gardener A Stanley Orchard eventually regretted this decision.  
A clippings pit was also constructed in 1910 for the purposes of burning these clippings and 
prunings (Digest of Proceedings 1905-06, p. 191; Town Clerk’s Docket 2428 of 1936; Annual Report 
1910, p. 52). 
 
The footpaths in Roberts Place Reserve were widened in 1909, and three Camphor (Cinnamomum 
camphora) trees together with three Silver Poplars (Populus alba) were planted in Karrawirra/Park 
12.  In 1905 Pelzer planted 30 Pines (Pinus ssp) on the riverbanks below the Frome Road Bridge 
and renewed trees planted along the Government House wall in King William Road using Plane 
(Platanus orientalis) trees (Annual Report 1906, pp. 41, 42; 1909, pp. 63, 64).   
 
Fencing works continued to occur.  Fences were repaired around the Nursery to prevent “horses 
from nipping the young trees” under cultivation in 1906, and the first seats were installed in 
Roberts Place.  In Pennington Gardens East 28 additional shrubs and palms were planted 
(Annual Report 1906, pp. 63, 64; 1907, pp. 71, 72).  But Pelzer also proposed the continuation of 
his Victoria Drive tree felling for his 1908 works program, and undertook the planting of the 
following species between Victoria Drive and the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri in 1907:  1 
white acacia (Robinia pseudoacacia), 2 ailanthus (Ailanthus altissima), 2 grevilleas (Grevillea robusta), “4 

sterculias” (Brachychiton populneus), 1 tristania (Lophostemon confertus), “1 gleditschia” (Gleditsia 
triacanthos), 8 peppers (Schinus aeria var molle), 2 sheoaks (Allocasuarina ssp), 1 ‘Spanish oak’ 
(Quercus faginea), and 4 pines (Pinus ssp).  A shed in the Victoria Drive depot was also erected and 
painted in 1907, and seats installed in Pennington Gardens East (Annual Report 1907, pp. 72, 73). 
 
In September 1909 Sir Samuel Way wrote to the Corporation on behalf of the Angas family 
proposing the erection of a statue in memory of Messrs George Fife and John Harris Angas.  
Way, and the family.  Way proposed a site on the north-eastern corner of the north-western 
portion of Victoria Square for the memorial, but it was found that the Sturt Committee had been 
allocated this site in 1907 but had yet to act on their proposal.  Following Corporation and 
public debate the Sturt Statue Committee was re-allocated their promised site, and the Angas 
family was proposed an alternate site in the then unnamed Prince Henry Garden in North 
Terrace (Annual Report 1909, p. 58; 1914, p. 6; The Register 7 May 1915, p. 6; The Times 14 
November 1921, p. 14; ACC Archives files F64R, 1629/12; Cameron 1997, pp. 58-61). 
 
Charles Harris Angas managed the statue project for the family, and commissioned architect 
George Soward to oversee the project; but it was a protracted commission.  Royal Academy 
trained sculptor William Robert Colton designed the canopy and completed the bronzes.  The 
foundations were poured in April 1913.  The canopy, carved in Italy arrived the next year, and 
final works completed in 1915.  The frustration of these delays, and a total cost of £4,000, is 
perhaps why the statue was never unveiled by the family.  In 1930 the statue complex was 
relocated to the present site, together with a redeveloped Angas Gardens, due to road widening 
works in North Terrace, and shifted by local stone masons Ciprano & Co at a cost of £365 
(Cameron 1997, pp. 58-61). 
 
The memorial consists of a white marble statue with canopy supported by four white marble 
columns supporting a memorial pedestal with embossed Colton-designed bronze reliefs.  The 
reliefs depict events associated with the Angas family in the settlement of South Australia, 
including German emigrant transportation, the foundation of South Australia and the 
annexation of New Zealand.  Relief busts of George Fife Angas and John Howard Angas, 
inscribed as ‘Patriot, Politician and Philanthropist’ and ‘Pioneer, Pastoralist and Philanthropist’ 
are included.  Atop the pedestal is a carved ornate Elizabethan ship with unclear associations to 
the Angas family.  To one side stands a life size bronze women with flowing robes and feathered 
wings commencing to ascend the memorial steps (Cameron 1997, pp. 58, 60). 
 
While the statue development was protracted, Charles Angas also put before the Corporation a 
donation of £250 “towards the cost of making a garden area in Angas Park.”  This is the present 
location of the Angas Gardens which comprised 1.0ha.  Garden works involved 1 gardener full 
time for most of the year (Annual Report 1910, pp. 6, 23, 24).  Pelzer described these works, and 
interestingly his predilection in this instance to planting “Australian origin” plants in this 
Garden, as comprising: 
 

ANGAS PARK.—A portion of this Park, comprising an area of about two-and-a-half acres [1.0ha], 
and situated north-east of the Adelaide Bridge, has been laid out and planted this year.  The ground has 
been ploughed, harrowed, and levelled and three lawns of various sizes planted.  Along the division fences 
borders have been laid out and planted with various ornamental trees and shrubs, principally of 
Australian origin.  The large slope facing the Adelaide Bridge has been planted with shrubs, palms, 
cannas [Canna ssp], etc., and a rustic guard railing along one site of the path leading to the foot of the 
large slope (Annual Report 1910, p. 51). 
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Figures 
Above:  Photograph of Angas Gardens in c.1930, looking north-east from the near the edge of Adelaide 
Bridge, depicting the Angas Memorial statue, the established gardens created under Pelzer, the timber slat seat 
around a mature English Elm (Ulmus procera) tree, and palms, with the extant mature Stone Pine (Pinus pinea) in 
the background.  Source:  City of Adelaide Archives, HP1322. 
 
Above Right:  Photograph of the river-edge of Angas Gardens in c.1930, looking eastwards from the near the 
edge of Adelaide Bridge.  This area has largely been destroyed by erosion and embankment falls associated 
with the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri movements, with the boathouse to the rear right, but it gives a clear 
understanding of the landscape gardens and rusticated railings that Pelzer erected at this location in 1903.  
Source:  City of Adelaide Archives. 
 
Bottom Right:  A photograph of the Angas Gardens taken in c.1910 looking from within the Gardens west 
towards Adelaide Bridge, with the English Elm (Ulmus procera) with circular timber slat seating bench (featured 
above) evident together with the rusticated railing (featured above right), the use of metal hoops surrounding 
perennial and annual garden beds, a mature since removed Norfolk Island Pine (Araucaria heterophylla) 
specimen to the far right, and timber trellis-supported flowering plants (probably roses (Rosa ssp)) in the left 
foreground.  Source:  ACC Archives HP0400. 
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Some 4 trees and 131 shrubs were planted in the Angas Garden together with fencing that was 
relocated, and an English Elm (Ulmus procera) was planted in Roberts Place in 1910.  Along the 
eastern flanks of Angas Gardens Pelzer planted 114 Kaffir Apples (Dovyalis caffra) to form a 
hedge, erected a wire netting trellis near to the pine (Pinus ssp) trees and planted ten climbing 
roses (Rosa spp) to grow on the trellis in 1911; some 11 trees and 10 shrubs were also planted 
together with an additional 20 shrubs in Pennington Gardens East and 25 trees along the newly 
contoured River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri banks.  Iron hoops and wire-netting finished the 
works in Angas Gardens.  Three more trees and 26 shrubs were additionally planted in the 
Garden in 1912 together several lengths of “fluted iron” fencing “so as to prevent road dust 
from being blown on to the lawn.” Excessive rains in February 1913 forced the replanting of 
parts of the Kaffir Apple (Dovyalis caffra) hedge, and re-establishment of several parts of the 
garden beds includingt eh planting of 49 shrubs (Annual Report 1910, pp. 52, 53; 1911, pp. 64, 65, 
66; 1912, pp. 99, 100; 1913, pp. 49, 62). 
 
Donations for various recreational purposes were common in Adelaide in the 1930s.  In early 
1930 past Prince Alfred College student and champion rower HWA Miller encouraged the 
Colleges’ Old Collegians Association to advance £1,250 to the College to erect a boat house on 
the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri edge and to buy rowing boats.  The Arts & Crafts styled 
structure was duly erected and opened on 10 December 1930 by the ex-Headmaster WR Bayly 
(Gibbs 1984, p. 224; Ward 1951, pp. 85, 184-185) 
 
Adjacent to the Angas Garden, Pelzer commenced clearing and re-contouring the southern 
banks of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri for garden development.  This embankment, “next 
to Jolley’s boathouse,” was cleared of fennel, “marshmallows,” and weeds, a retaining wall 
constructed, and the slope “reformed.”  Re-sloping works appears to have extended along most 
of the southern banks and to have joined up with bank re-contouring works near the Frome 
Road Bridge that had been completed in the preceding years.  Flower borders were planted, 
couch grass lawns laid out, and a “rustic stairway” near the Bridge extended and strengthened.  
Most of the willows (Salix spp) along the slopes of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri, on both 
sides, were also lopped and grubbed.  Fencing was also erected along these banks.  Pelzer 
proposed similar re-contouring and tree planting works for the length of the northern banks of 
the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri in his 1911 forward works program.  In 1912 Pelzer re-
fenced the existing “manure depot” on the corner of Victoria Drive and Frome Road, and 
proposed additional “tree clump” plantings along the southern and northern banks of the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri.  Further re-contouring works were carried out in 1913 (Annual Report 
1910, pp. 51, 52, 53, 54; 1911, pp. 65, 67; 1912, pp. 64, 101; 1913, pp. 49, 50).   
 
By 1913 Pelzer could report: 
 

TORRENS LAKE.—The banks of the Torrens Lake, near the St Peter’s College Boathouse have 
been improved by filling in, sloping and planting with couch-grass, and a path, 10 feet [3.0m] wide, has 
been formed and dressed with limestone rubble and metal screenings (Annual Report 1913, p. 62). 

 
While development works proceeded with a statue and a garden honouring the Angas family 
contribution to the settlement and development of the colony, Pelzer also formalised the garden 
developments along the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri embankments.  At the same time the 
University of Adelaide sought permission from the Corporation to develop land to the north of 
the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri in Park to accommodate various sporting functions and 
facilities.   
 
The University of Adelaide leased a portion of Karrawirra/Park 12, known as the ‘Nursery 
Paddock’, following an application on behalf of the students to Town Clerk Ellery by Professors 
Naylor and Henderson.  The purpose was the development of a sports oval.  Naylor and Mayor 

Frank Johnson inspected the riverbank to the east of King William Road in June 1908 finding 
the most ideal site was subject to an existing agistment licence and that the Corporation was 
reluctant to relinquish this revenue.  As a consequence the University proposed a payment of 
£500 in the form of improvements to the site in the first five years of the lease.  By 1912 some 
£3,448 had actually been spent of ground improvement and facility construction works.  In 
conjunction with the oval, a sports pavilion and a boatshed were also proposed for the site 
(Annual Report 1912, p. 91; Sumerling 2003, p. 51). 
 
Architects English & Soward designed both the boathouse and the “sports pavilion” for the 
University and these structures were erected in 1909-10.  Robert Barr Smith funded the 
“handsome boathouse,” measuring 18.2 x 9.1m, at a cost of £750.  The boatshed included a 
balcony that provided views of the Lake and a finishing line for races.  Electric lighting, still new 
to Adelaide, was also installed in both the boatshed and the sports pavilion (Annual Report 1908, 
p. 19; Sumerling 2003, p. 51). 
 
The University also instigated fund raising activities to erect a grandstand associated with the 
newly developed ‘University Oval’.  This “pavilion,” a two storey, Carey Gully sandstone 
structure, with red brick detailing, five gabled corrugated iron roof, cast iron posts, and metal 
strap seating, came out of direct donations by a number of benefactors together with smaller 
donations to an overall cost of £1,200.  The majority of the funds came from £100 donations 
from Sir Samuel Way, Charles N Angas, Thomas E Barr Smith, B Barr Smith, FJ Fisher, Sir 
Charles H Goode, John Gorton, Robert T Melrose, AJ Murray, George JR Murray, SS Ralli, TR 
Scarfe and Sir Edward Shackleton.  A memorial was also unveiled with the opening of the 
‘pavilion’ in 1910.  By 1909 the University sports ground had been “suitably fenced and 
planted;” the fencing was extended southwards in 1911 (Annual Report 1909, p. 47; 1911, p. 66; 
Sumerling 2003, p. 51).  Pelzer also erected two tennis courts in Karrawirra/Park 12 in 1913 and 
it is unclear whether these were for University or public use.  A further two tennis courts were 
constructed in 1920, and another 1 in 1922 (Annual Report 1913, p. 63; 1920, p. 31; 1922, p. 37). 
 
It was at this time that the idea of a swingbridge to connect the sports fields and facilities to the 
University campus was first raised, but it was not until 1937 that a bridge was built. 
 
During 1909 Pelzer undertook user surveys for various parks and gardens within the 
municipality.  For Pennington Gardens East he recorded an average visitation of 2,500-3,000 
adults, and 300-500 children per month.  For lower Brougham Place and Roberts Place he 
recorded about 1,000 adults and 400-600 children visitations per month (Annual Report 1909, p. 
46). 
 
In a general reflection of the state of the park lands, Mayor Frank Johnson pointed to the need 
not to extend the carriage way drive system in the park lands: 
 

PARK DRIVEWAYS.—Nothing has been done to give effect to the plans of the late J. Ednie Brown, 
F.L.S.  The formation of the Victoria Drive in 1887, was undertaken inconnection with other park 
work at the time when preparations were in progress for the Jubilee Exhibition of that year.  In my 
opinion the policy of delaying the building of park driveways is awise one.  Although the park lands area 
(1900 acres [769ha] is large, yet it must be remembered that it forms a ring around the City, and in no 
place is it more than one-third of a mile [0.5km] in width.  There are goog roadways along the whole of 
the inner and out terrace frontages, and considering the relatively small number of people who would 
habitually make use of interior driveways through the parks, the heavy expense of construction does not 
seem to be warranted.  Again in our summer climate it must be borne in mind that every driveway for 
horse drawn and motor vehicles would mean an additional funnel for dust.  It seems to me therefore that 
the driveway around the Botanic Park should be sufficient for the needs of the people at present, especially 
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while we have still so many years planting work ahead of us in the park lands proper [sic] (Annual 
Report 1909, pp. 49-50). 

 
By the 1910s a large part of the re-contouring works along the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri 
southern and northern embankments had been completed.  At the same time the Corporation 
was engaged in negotiations with the state Government over the future and transfer of various 
land parcels along North Terrace and in the Torrens Parade Ground and former Showgrounds.  
The Jubilee Oval, land in front the present Barr Smith Library, was proposed for University 
extensions with the Royal Agricultural Society being granted £30,000 to shift to land in Wayville 
that forms its present site.  The Military and Police Barracks, and the Destitute Asylum, behind 
the Museum, were also proposed for relocation.  The North Terrace Promenade were also 
transferred from the state Government to the Corporation in terms of management, and the 
western stone fence to the Government House grounds was demolished as part of road 
widening works along King William Road.  The Corporation eagerly also proposed the cessation 
of the Government House functions from its present site and its creation “as a public park” and 
“as soon as the Commonwealth Military authorities abandon the present parade ground … it is 
presumed that it will be changed into lawns and gardens.  This will be a decided improvement, as 
the present bare space is unsightly” (Annual Report 1911, p. 22; 1912, pp. 10-11). 
 
From the mid 1910s Pelzer undertook occasional tree planting works in Karrawirra/Park 12 
together with regular tree and garden maintenance works.  Some 5 English Elms (Ulmus procera) 
were added to Roberts Place in 1913 together with some 10 trees along the River banks, and 49 
shrubs in Angas Gardens.  In the following year, an additional “rustic arch, 10 feet (3.0m) across 
and 6 feet (1.8m) deep,” was erected in Angas Gardens and climbing roses (Rosa ssp) placed over 
it.  Jolley’s Boathouse was destroyed in a fire in 1914, and several adjacent trees—“eight large 
pine (Pinus ssp) and pepper trees (Schinus aeria var molle)—were lopped and removed respectively.  
The existing structure was erected on the same site following the fire.  Two Flowering Peach 
(Prunus ssp) and 17 roses (Rosa ssp) were also planted in Pennington Gardens East.  Additional 
river bank sloping works were undertaken in 1915 through the activities of the Relief Branch of 
the Mayor’s (Isaac Isaacs) Patriotic Fund as well as regrading works on several open drains in 
various Parks.  The River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri flooded in 1915 damaging parts of its banks; 
below Angas Gardens the banks were scoured and Pelzer erected pilings and planted willows 
(Salix ssp) to stabilise the banks.  In 1915 8 trees were planted in Angas Gardens with 40 shrubs 
and roses (Rosa ssp).  A large flood in July 1917 caused extensive damage to the Lake and the 
river banks.  Pelzer found that he again had to repair and replant the banks below Angas 
Gardens.  In the same year he removed the “dilapidated octagonal-shaped seat under the large 
Moreton Bay fig tree” (Ficus macrophylla) in Roberts Place and replaced it with “rustic seats” 
(Jenkin 2005, pp. 46, 47; Annual Report 1913, p. 64; 1914, pp. 80, 81; 1915, pp. 36, 66, 68; 1917, 
pp. 28-29, 41). 
 
In the same year, the Frome Road Nursery was in full production of ready plants, and subject to 
regular maintenance works. Three new glass frames, each 4.8 x 2.4m, were erected in 1912 and 
the leaf mould pit re-dug.  An additional glass house was erected in 1914 together with a water 
tank on stand, 4.2m high, and a 2.5cm water pipe laid from King William Road to the tank.  The 
large shade house was re-built in 1915 and the potting shed shifted and enlarged.  The original 
African Box Thorn (Lycium ferocissmum) hedge that divided the original nursery from its later 
extension was removed and grubbed in 1916.  In 1917 an additional glass house was erected, a 
“dilapidated small shade-house” rebuilt, and a pumping house iron shed demolished.  Various 
lengthy trellises were also erected to train creepers and climbing roses (Rosa ssp) before their 
relocation to Gardens, and the front Nursery gates were replaced in 1918.  Nursery fence 
maintenance works, “to prevent rabbits getting into the Nursery” appears to be regular concern.  
An additional shade house was erected in 1921 (Annual Report 1911, pp. 65-66; 1912, p. 100; 

1913, pp. 64-65; 1914, pp. 82-83; 1915, p. 69; 1916, p. 46; 1917, p. 44; 1918, pp. 34, 35; 1919, p. 
48; 1920, p. 32; 1921, p. 38; 1922, p. 28; 1923, p. 38; 1924, p. 39; 1926, p. 42).   
 
By 1914 the matter of policing recreational and other activities on the Lake was brought to a 
head by the Police.  Clearly the lack of a base on the Lake, demolished in 1904, was a real 
problem in being able to police the waters and edges.  In June 1914 the Corporation entered into 
an agreement with the state Government for the Police Department to lease, for a period of 42 
years, an area of land 20 x 24m adjacent to Victoria Drive for the purpose of erecting a new 
Police Station.  The lease was actioned but the Station not erected until 1928; this is the small 
extant Spanish style structure on Victoria Drive near St Peter’s College boathouse (Town Clerk’s 
Docket 1662 of 1926; Thornton nd, p. 4). 
 
During 1915 Pelzer noted that the Oriental Plane (Platanus orientalis) trees along King William 
Road were under stress.  They had a “very sickly appearance … have suffered greatly from the 
severe drought experienced last summer … [and were] also affected with “leaf scorch” 
(Gleosporium nervisequum), a fungous disease which attacks the young shoots of plane trees.”  The 
latter was diagnosed by the Victorian Government Pathologist, DM McAlpine, and to remedy 
the situation Pelzer proposed extensive pollarding works during the winter of 1916.  This was 
not the only observation of tree stress—the Frome Road plantations were also affected—arising 
from the previous summer drought but it was this tree plantation that concerned Pelzer the 
most.  Notwithstanding this conclusion, Pelzer removed and replaced 28 Plane (Platanus 
orientalis) trees in King William Road (Annual Report 1915, pp. 67-68; 1916, pp. 29-30, 44, 45; 
1917, p. 42; 1919, p. 47). 
 
Finally, in the late 1910s the Corporation’s negotiations for land transfers started to become a 
reality.  As part of the transfer of Sheep and Cattle Yards from North Terrace land in Tulya 
Wodli/Park 27, the Corporation agreed to the transfer of 27 acres (10.9ha) of land in Tulya 
Wodli/Park 27 to the Railways Commissioner for the creation of railway yards, together with the 
transfer of 5 acres (2.02ha) of land to enable the erection of Police Barracks in Port Road in 
return for land, in Karrawirra/Park 12, immediately north of Government House now occupied 
by the Torrens Parade Ground without restrictions.  The Adelaide Park Lands Alteration Act, 
1913, No 1140, was passed in 1913 to enact this exchange and the Corporation sought 
immediate management control of the latter land not occupied by military functions following 
an invitation by the Superintendent of Public Buildings but subject to it being vested by 
legislation in the control of the Corporation.  The proposal to transfer management of the non-
military portion of the land failed to be realised immediately.  In anticipation of the transfer of 
non-military land to the north of Government House Pelzer’s staff took control of the land and 
started implementing landscape renovations but what actual works his staff undertook are not 
reported (Annual Report 1914, p. 18; 1915, pp. 36, 68, 70; 1916, p. 30; 1917, p. 25; Moreton 1996, 
p. 154).   
 
The Adelaide Park Lands Alteration Act, 1917, finally legislated for the swap of Parade Ground 
land—excluding the Torrens Parade ground itself—for additional land to be allocated to the 
Police Barracks, as agreed by the Corporation and the state Government two years earlier.  In 
1918 the Corporation rejected a further proposal to transfer part of the land to the 
Commonwealth in exchange for the Commonwealth transferring to the state land to the rear of 
the State Library and Museum (Annual Report 1917, p. 25; 1918, p. 26; 1927, p. 19; Daly 1987, pp. 
59-60). 
 
With this legal transfer of land, there is little specific information in Pelzer’s reports as to his 
landscape renovations of the Torrens Parade Ground gardens.  For many years he simply calls 
the area the ‘Parade Ground Reserve’.  Between 1921-25 additional palm (Phoenix ssp) trees were 
shifted into the area supplementing the original 1892-93 planted palms (Phoenix ssp) under Owen 
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Smyth, and the old railway line to the Jubilee Oval from the Railway Station was closed and re-
contoured.  In 1918 he removed most of the African Box Thorn (Lycium ferocissmum) hedges in 
the ground, and also removed all boundary fences (Annual Report 1918, pp. 32, 35).   
 
Tree guards were erected around clumps of poplars (Populus ssp), Camphor Trees (Cinnamomum 
camphora) and Cedars (Cedrus ssp) in Karrawirra/Park 12 in 1918.  In 1919 Pelzer recorded the 
removal of old steps in the embankments, and a re-seeding of lawns.  Minor lawn and fence 
removal works were undertaken in 1921.  The date palms (Phoenix dactylifera) were still extant in 
Victoria Drive in 1921 as Pelzer reported their trimming and sucker clearance.  Further fencing 
associated with extant African Box Thorn (Lycium ferocissmum) were removed and grubbed in 
1922 and Pelzer had had previously erected a small tool-house in the ‘Reserve’ that was repaired 
in 1923.  The railway bridge and abutments, across an under King William Street, were still 
extant in 1924 as Pelzer had to undertake fencing works to ensure public safety around these 
slopes (Annual Report 1918, p. 35; 1919, p. 46; 1921, pp. 36, 37; 1922, p. 29; 1923, p. 38; 1924, p. 
83). 
 
In 1916 the Domain was considered as part of the North Terrace Reserves and Railway Centres Royal 
Commission as to the “future use of public reserves on North Terrace” (SAPP No. 60 of 1916, 
p.iii), but its recommendations were substantially not executed.  In considering its evidence the 
Commission recommended: 
 

That the area comprising Government House Domain, the Military Parade Ground, and the Bowling 
Green, should, when resumed from their present uses, be- 

(a) created a public pleasure resort; 
(b) dedicated to the purposes of the University; 
(c) retained as a site for some important State or civic building with pleasure grounds attached 

(SAPP No. 60 of 1916, p. iv). 
 
There is an extensive discussion of this Royal Commission in the North Terrace Report wherein 
the larger subject of the Commission’s deliberations was focused. 
 
In March 1918 [Lord] Mayor Charles Glover tabled a proposal to construct a War Memorial 
Drive connecting Hackney Bridge to Port Road.  A plan, tabled, identified existing park ways 
including carriage drives in Botanic Park, Victoria Drive, proposing the route to enable the 
construction of a “more permanent improvement to our City” than simply “carrying out 
expenditure in illumination.”  Glover proposed: 
 

My suggestion was that this year that portion lying between Frome Road Bridge and [Sir Edwin Smith] 
Avenue Road should be put in hand.  The cost of grading, forming, draining, macadamising, and tar-
dressing the roadway was estimated as about £850, to which must be added the cost of necessary tree-
planting, fencing, etc., £150; making the total cost of this one section, £1,000.  If this project commenced 
itself to the Council, I was prepared to contribute the sum of £500 towards the cost of this work, which 
should be carried out within the next month or two.  I further suggested that the Council formally adopt 
the plan submitted to it embracing other portions of the works, the carrying out of which could be 
undertaken in the near future as opportunity presented itself (Annual Report 1919, p. 7). 

 
With this proposal, and generous donation, [Lord] Mayor Glover re-ignited a vision of a 
carriageway alongside the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri first suggested by City Gardener 
William O’Brien, and conceptually mapped and envisaged by Conservator of Forests John Ednie 
Brown, and long treasured as a dream by City Gardener Wilhelm Pelzer.  The Corporation 
“unanimously recommended its adoption” in April 1918, gained additional Commonwealth 
government funding assistance on £240 through a returned soldier employment scheme, and the 
works were opened on 30 October 1919 by the state Governor Galway.  Glover observed that it 

was fittingly opened on the day that the King had bestowed the ‘Lord Mayoralty’ upon the City.  
Returned soldiers were employed in the road forming and tree planting of this first stage of the 
Drive (Annual Report 1919, pp. 7-8, 28).   Second stage, from King William Road to Montefiore 
Road, was under construction in 1920 (Annual Report 1920, p. 6). 
 
The second major “improvement” work was the design, construction and planting of a 
Women’s War Memorial Garden.  Perhaps not to be outdone by her husband, Lady Mayoress 
Glover initiated a scheme and public meeting on 12 March 1919 to sponsor the Garden idea, 
and the Corporation took up this initiative and first proposed a site near the Art Gallery (Annual 
Report 1919, p. 9; Cameron 1997, pp. 81-82).  However, Sir Herbert Baker, an architect who had 
worked with Sir Reginald Blomfield and Sir Erwin Lutyens in planning war cemeteries in France, 
proposed a site within Pennington Gardens East: 
 

“I doubt whether on these small lawns between public roads and tramways you would ever get the 
atmosphere of peace and reverence which is necessary to stimulate the mind in such memorials.  I suppose 
there is no more restful place of spaces round your City than the Cathedral, where some ground might be 
enclosed, which would form a scared place where other memorials might be added in the future, and would 
link up the history of the Country from age to age” (Annual Report 1919, p. 9).  

 
The suggestion was supported by the Lady Mayoress and her Committee, and subsequentially by 
the Corporation.  Lord Mayor Charles Glover reviewed the proposal and concept plan with the 
Corporation and Pelzer, as prepared by architects Alfred Wells and Sir Herbert Baker, noting 
that only one Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissma), two English Elms (Ulmus procera), and a 
diagonal path would be affected by the design, and the Corporation adopted the proposal on 1 
March 1920.  The “Garden of Remembrance” was designed by Herbert Baker including a Cross 
of Remembrance and Stone of Remembrance inscribed with words by Kipling from 
Ecclesiasticus—“Their Name liveth for Evermore”—with a foundation stone laid by Governor 
Sir Archibald Weigall on 4 August 1920 (Annual Report 1919, p. 9; 1920, p. 6).   
 
Lord Mayor Charles Glover perceived the Garden to be: 
 

… somewhat the form of an open air cathedral, the walls of which will be formed of an olive [Olea 
europaea] hedge, the stone of remembrance being placed in the apse, from which a tesselated paved pathway 
will lead to the cross at the eastern end … It is expected that the cost of the memorial will be about 
£4,000, the whole of which is being raised by means of voluntary contributions from the women of the 
State (Annual Report 1920, p. 6). 
 

The Garden consists of a Cross of Sacrifice, 11.6m high, heading a rectangular garden aligned to 
the façade of St Peter’s Cathedral.  The Cross and Stone were concepts derived from the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission to unify graves in France with memorials proposed in 
Australia.  Baker sought, and gained, the permission of Blomfield and Lutyens to use their 
design of the original Cross and Stone at nominal fees.  The proposal coincided with a similar 
proposal by the Cathedral to erect a similar Cross at its entrance; a proposal that was negotiated 
resulting in the Church’s cross being located in their present car park.  The project involved Tea 
Tree Gully sandstone from the St Peter’s College quarry, under local architect Sir Alfred Wells, 
and builder Walter Torode undertook the works; the latter gained only £100 for his labours.  
The Cross was unveiled on 25 April 1922 with the Garden, Anzac Day, in conjunction with the 
servicemen’s parade, by local hero Brigadier General Leane, and the Remembrance Stone was 
unveiled on Anzac Day in 1923 (Register 5 August 1920, p. 5; Advertiser 26 April 1922, p. 7; 
Cameron 1997, pp. 80-83). 
 
Pelzer, in 1922, records the final work he managed and perhaps his annoyance in the impact it 
had to his already established Garden: 
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This [Garden] consists of a large stone cross at the western end and the stone of remembrance (now in 
course of construction) at the eastern end of the Garden.  An area of about 300 feet [91.5m] by 75 feet 
[22.8m] feet has been enclosed with a hedge of Olive [Olea europaea] plants.  There are two pathways in 
the enclosure forming a cross, the centre path leading from the stone of remembrance to the stone cross.  The 
remaining area has been planted with lawn grass and flower-beds have been laid out and planted.  As it 
was desired by the Committee of the Memorial Fund that the Garden should be situated in the axis of the 
Cathedral, the site in Pennington Gardens was chosen.  It has been load out in a formal geometrical style, 
according to the rough sketch submitted by the Committee, and in consequence the general design of 
Pennington Garden has been upset and various alterations had to be carried out (Annual Report 1921, 
p. 26). 

 
Both were major landscape works that fell to Pelzer to orchestrate and manage.  Some 46 trees 
were planted along the new War Memorial Drive, stage 1, a new depot with burning pit 
established adjacent with newly planted New Zealand Mirror Bush (Coprosma repens), some 39 
stile posts and 12 guard posts erected, and a further 12 trees in ‘Town Clerk Avenue’ in 
Karrawirra/Park 12 planted.  Pelzer recorded in 1920 that preliminary works had been carried 
out on the Garden including the relocation and transplantation of “various shrubs, palms, and 
trees” and the 12m English Elm (Ulmus procera) trenched ready for relocation in the winter of 
1921.  Even in 1922 he was removing pathways in Pennington Gardens East and re-instating 
them with lawn presumably to drive pedestrian traffic (Annual Report 1919, pp. 46, 47, 49; 1920, 
p. 31; 1922, p. 36). 
 
In terms of Angas Garden, in 1919 Pelzer sought to regrade and hide an open stormwater swale 
that skirted the rear of the University Oval through Karrawirra/Park 12, that existed through the 
Garden.  He also relocated a 9m high English Elm (Ulmus procera) in the Garden that was 
growing too close to a Moreton Bay Fig (Ficus macrophylla).  Works that were completed over 
1920, and the tool house in the Garden was replaced in 1921.  Pelzer removed his dilapidated 
rustic staircase below the south-eastern corner of the King William Bridge in 1921 and replaced 
it with a ramp with “rustic railings’ to serve the boathouses.  A “rustic shelter structure” was 
erected adjacent to the University Oval in 1921.  The rose (Rosa ssp) arches or trellises were re-
instated in 1922 (Annual Report 1919, p. 46; 1920, p. 31; 1921, pp. 37, 38, 39; 1922, p. 36). 
 
By the 1920s the Corporation had noted the deteriorating condition of the City Bridge.  This 
was the bridge across the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri at the present Adelaide Bridge site.  
The narrow bridge, erected in 1877, was now struggling to sustain the heavy vehicular traffic, 
congestion, the demand the tram cars placed upon the structure.  The question of a replacement 
bridge was first raised in the Corporation on 4 November 1907.  With these difficulties in mind 
the Corporation prepared plans for a new bridge, to be called the ‘Adelaide Bridge’, which was 
officially opened on 5 March 1931 by the State Governor.  A bridge some 40.2m wide with 
footpaths and carriage ways of the same dimensions of King William Street south of the bridge 
was proposed.  The design by the City Engineer involved a three-hinge reinforced concrete 
structure with a 36.5m main span and two 11.58m span bow-string arches over sub-portal 
footways.  Construction commenced in June 1929 and works completed at the end of 1930 
(Annual Report 1920, pp. 17-18; 1921, p. 24; Marsden et al 1990, pp. 241-242; Veale 1932, pp. 37-
50). 
 
In 1921, perhaps trying to emulate his father’s tree proponent and horticultural legacy, 
Councillor George McEwin submitted a proposal for the development of an arboretum along 
the northern banks of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri adjacent to the Memorial Drive 
between King William Road and Frome Road bridges.  He proposed that the area be “gradually 
planted with trees of economic value, and that such trees should be labelled and catalogued,” 
recording also the existing trees growing on the site.  McEwin proposed that the University, 

Botanic Gardens, Woods & Forests Department, and the Corporation Nursery, citing the 
tourism benefits that could be derived similar to that in Europe and America.  The Corporation 
adopted this recommendation and proposed that work start on the “scheme” (Annual Report 
1921, p. 25).  It appears that Pelzer may not have acted quickly on this proposal, because the 
same idea is raised again in 1925.  However, Pelzer does record the planting of 68 various trees 
in the “War Memorial Drive (Arboratum) [sic]” in 1922, and “72 various trees” in 1923 but not 
the tree species (Annual Report 1922, p. 28; 1923, p. 37). 
 
Pelzer appears to have had to undertake regular renovation works to the Women’s War 
Memorial Garden during the 1920s to satisfy the Memorial Committee.  In 1922 he altered and 
widened the original planting beds laid in the “shape of graves,” diversified the bedding plants in 
use, and planted new hedges of rosemary along the central pathway.  In the following year, in 
King William Road he discovered that several of the large Plane (Platanus orientalis) trees were 
“infested with white ants.”  He directed the clearing of these hollows and in-filling of “cement-
concrete” to address the situation.  In 1924 he lopped a White Cedar (Melia azedarach var 
australisca) pedestrian avenue that connected Avenue Road (Sir Edwin Smith Avenue) with 
Frome Road.  He also erected 30 white-painted tree guard posts along the western side of 
Kintore Avenue in 1924.  In 1925 he was again at Pennington Gardens East this time completely 
harrowing and re-grassing the park with “a mixture of couch and Kentucky blue grass seeds” 
top-dressed with loam, and also repainted the tool shed in this park.  Finally in 1929 he directed 
the removal of all tar-paved pathways in Pennington Gardens East and their replacement with 
new paths laid with “quarry sand” (Annual Report 1922, p. 36; 1923, p. 37; 1924, pp. 39, 40; 1925, 
p. 33; 1929, pp. 33, 36). 
 
In the same year the state Government approved the excision of a further 6.09-6.70m of land on 
the western side of the Domain, the Government House grounds, to enable further road 
widening works for King William Road.  The Domain gardens underwent a period of 
redevelopment and rejuvenation, made necessary by further incursions along the western 
boundary and southeast corner of the Domain in the mid 1920s.  This provided the impetus for 
a 1927 Act of Parliament to reserve the lands of the Government House Domain for all time 
therefore preventing any further losses to the grounds.  The Government House Domain Dedication 
Act No 1780 of 1927 dedicated the Domain “for the purposes of being used as a site for the 
residence of the Governor … reserved for all time and shall not be used for any other purpose” 
(Government House Domain Dedication Act No 1780 of 1927, clause 7, section 2; Jones 2004, p. 2: 4, 
21-22).  In debating the Bill the Commissioner of Crown Lands stated: 
 

… we have surrounded the City of Adelaide with an abundance of park lands; no city in the 
Commonwealth has a greater area of parklands adjoining it than this city, therefore, it cannot be agreed 
that it is necessary to close Government House in order that the grounds may be used for recreation 
purposes (House of Assembly Debates, 13 September 1927). 

 
Land was excised for the National War Memorial, on the corner of Kintore Avenue and North 
Terrace, in 1926, but not before the Council proposed the total acquisition of the Government 
House grounds for a ‘National War Memorial Garden’.  An idea that stirred some controversy; 
Pelzer diligently prepared a design plan in May 1925 to aid Council’s thoughts on this matter. 
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During 1925 Town Clerk, Alec J Morison, also a Committee Member of the Field Naturalist 
Society, recorded the tree planting activities of Pelzer in the tract of newly planted park land 
along the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri and War Memorial Drive between the Adelaide and 
Frome Bridges.  In an article in the Field Naturalist’s Society journal he talked about Pelzer 
establishing an ‘arboretum’ on this site as well as recording tree species planted and being raised 
(Anon 1925, pp. 65-66).  The following species list also provides an indicative inventory of what 
was being propagated in the Corporation nursery and being planted in the 1920s in the Park 

Lands by Pelzer.  Interesting the list is a rich mixture of deciduous and evergreen exotic and 
native species and not directed towards one preference indicating that Pelzer may have been 
using the area as an ‘arboretum’ as well as a trial ground for plantings elsewhere in the Park 
Lands.  Morison recorded:   
 

Aleppo Pine  (Pinus halepensis), 
Bunya Bunya Pine (Araucaria bidwillii), 
Camphor Laurel  (Cinnamomum camphora), 
Canary Island Pine (Pinus canariensis), 
English Ash  (Fraxinus excelsior), 
English Oak  (Quercus robur), 
False Acacia  (Robinia pseudoacacia), 
Hawthorn  (Crataegus oxycantha), 
Hickory   (Carya tomentosa), 
Kauri Pine  (Damara australis), 
Lemon-scented Gum (Corymbia citriodora), 
Maidenhair Tree  (Ginkgo biloba), 
Norfolk Island Pine (Araucaria heterophylla), 
Pecan Nut  (Crya olivaeformis), 
Pyramidal Oak  (Quercus pedunculata ‘fastigiata’), 
Round-headed Acacia (Robinia pseudoacacia var incrinis), 
Scotch Elm  (Ulmus montana dover), 
Silky Oak  (Grevillea robusta), 
Tamarisk  (Tamarix gallica), 
Torch Tree  (Dais cotinifolia), 
Tree of Heaven  (Ailanthus altissima), 
Tuart Gum  (Eucalyptus gomphocephala), 
Flax Wattle  (Acacia linifolia), 
Coast Wattle  (Acacia longifolia),  
Golden Wattle  (Acacia pycnantha),  
Golden Wreath Wattle (Acacia saligna),  
White Cedar Tree (Melia azedarach var australisca),  
White Poplar  (Populus alba),  
Yate Gum  (Eucalyptus cornuta), 
(Anon 1925, pp. 65-66; Note:  scientific and common nomenclature has been updated). 

 
In March 1926 Alfred K Minchin, director of the Zoological Gardens, applied for a lease to 
open a snake park on a small portion of Karrawirra/Park 12 between Avenue Road (Sir Edwin 
Smith Avenue) and the University of Adelaide “pavilion,” comprising land 45.7 x 30.5m, for 5 
years.  Minchin claimed “it had become necessary for Adelaide to possess a snake park which 
will bring it in line with London and other places where snakes were under conditions that are as 
near as possible to nature.”  A passionate man with a strong belief in the importance of his 
work, Minchin successfully convinced the Corporation of the need for a snake park, and 
Minchin was within a month travelling to South Africa to obtain “all the best specimens he 
could procure.”  Initially the Corporation rejected the proposal, but later in May 1926 the 
Corporation determined a lease for a period of 2 years, a rental fee of £5 per annum, and an area 
of 24 x 30.5m being allocated in Karrawirra/Park 12.  A meeting of ratepayers confirmed this 
determination, and a lease was issued.  The snake park was opened in February 1927 (Annual 
Report 1926, p. 26; 1935-36, p. 34; Daly 1987, p.160; Sumerling 2003, pp. 82-83). 
 

Figure 
‘Plan of Suggested National War Memorial Garden’ as prepared and signed by Pelzer dated 8 May 1925, that 
also appropriated an existing cottage to serve as a Caretakers Cottage for the Garden.  Source: ACC Archives 
4889/194. 
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The snake park continued into the 1930s, transforming to become ‘Snake Park and Koala Farm’, 
before its lease of the land expired in 1946.  The lease land was extended to an area on 0.4ha 
under a new lease issued in 1936 with an annual rental of £25.  This proposal was again 
endorsed by a vote of ratepayers and Minchin proceeded with expending a further £2,000 on 
improvement works at the site.  In 1946, the lease for the space was extended, despite its 
commercial nature upsetting a number of people, with what became known as the ‘Koala Farm’ 
expanding into camels and seals.  The lease was finally terminated and the park closed on 23 
May 1960 and the koalas went to a National Trust property near Renmark, and the camel, 
snakes, kangaroos, ponies and birds given to the Adelaide Zoo (Annual Report 1935-36, p. 33; 
Daly 1987, p. 160; Sumerling 2003, p. 83) 
 
As part of numerous road-widening works in the 1920s, King William Road was widened in 
1926-27 extending it eastwards and alienating land from the Torrens Parade Ground and the 
Government House Grounds.  Pelzer had to remove 8 Plane (Platanus orientalis) trees and 21 

“large date-palms” (Phoenix dactylifera) as a consequence, and re-grade the new bank between the 
Road and the House Grounds, or ‘Domain’, and address excess highly-mineralised ground water 
that was experienced.  These palms (Phoenix dactylifera) were located in a line parallel to King 
William Road.  Tenders for the road construction works were let in August 1927 to Messrs 
Townsend & Traeger at £2,429 16/3 and Messrs F Burgoyne & Co at £2,941 13/1 for 
bituminous paving.  The palms (Phoenix dactylifera) were apparently shifted in the Parade Ground 
Reserve are part of the extant collection of palms (Phoenix ssp) today.  Pelzer also removed all 
old post-and-rail fencing and replaced it with sawn jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata) posts with three-
wires (Annual Report 1926, p. 40; 1927, pp. 9, 29-30, 32). 
 
In conjunction with the road tenders, the future of the railway easement, from the railway 
station to the former Jubilee Oval (now on the University of Adelaide grounds) arose.  The state 
Architect-in-Chief sought in September 1927 the Corporation’s interest “to accept control of the 
land formerly traversed by the railway-line.”  The Corporation eagerly accepted this proposal and 
responded back inviting the opportunity to take charge of the former railway-line reserved land 
on the western side of King William Road.  In late 1927 the Corporation was successful in 
gaining the western reserved land necessitating a legislative amendment in state Parliament, and 
in 1929 directed landscape treatment works for the western side (Annual Report 1927, p. 20; 1928, 
p. 30; 1929, p. 26). 
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 
Extract of a Plan Showing Improved Pavements, 14 November 1927, depicting the ‘University Oval’, ‘Angas Gardens’, 
pathway system in Karrawirra/Park 12, with Roberts Place (the triangular portion) to the north), the Frome Road 
‘Nursery’ location adjacent to the University Oval.  Source:  City of Adelaide. 

Figure 
Plan of the University Sports Ground land extensions dated 21 December 1929.  The plan depicts an area of 10 
½ (4.25ha) being allocated the University; the existing University boathouse on a 0.30ha leasehold; the existing 
“Corporation Nursery” occupying an approximate square of land measuring 314’ 2” x 342’ 3½” (95.8 x 104.3m).  
Source:  ACC Archives G/386. 
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Landscape treatment works appear to have been completed by the mid 1920s along Victoria 
Drive and the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri embankments adjacent.  In 1926 Pelzer arranged 
for the river pedestrian pathway in front of the boathouses to be re-formed and re-sheeted.  A 
severe hailstorm destroyed most of the glazing in glasshouses in the Nursery in 1927, and “large 
iron hoops” were positioned around the garden beds in Angas Gardens.  In 1928 the 
Corporation also wrote to Architect-in-Chief seeking improvements to the “old fence” between 
Government House and the Parade Ground Reserve’ but with little success.  Eight damaged 
English Elms (Ulmus procera) were replaced on Sir Edwin Smith Drive in 1928.  In the same year 
the Police Department finally erected a Police Station on Victoria Drive to service their water 
policing activities of the Lake, as enabled in a 42 year lease with the Corporation actioned in 
June 1914.  As part of the lease the Corporation designated a parcel of land for this purpose.  
The Police Station erected included an office and accommodation, and was undertaken in a 
Spanish style of architecture including wrought iron window bars and red terra cotta roofing. 
This Station remained in use until 1976; the same year that the Jolley’s Boathouse complex was 
sold out of the Jolley family (Jenkin 2005, p. 47; Annual Report 1926, p. 41; 1927, p. 32; 1928, pp. 
31, 45; Town Clerk’s Docket 1662 of 1926; Thornton nd, pp. 4-5). 
 
In 1927 the University of Adelaide sought a renewal and extension of its leasehold in 
Warnpangga/Park 10 and Karrawirra/Park 12 of land for the purposes of sport fields.  The 
University proposed a consolidation of its existing leases, an extension of area 0.2ha, right to 
charge admission, and a 21 year lease period.  The Corporation agreed to these proposals 
(Annual Report 1927, p. 20). 
 
In the following year the University also approached the Corporation as to the construction of a 
footbridge across the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri to service its students accessing the 
campus from the North Adelaide colleges and also to access its leased sports fields.  Tentative 
plans were prepared in 1928 but the Depression years delayed construction the University 
Footbridge until 1937 (Marsden et al 1996, p. 271). 
 
The Torrens Parade Ground was the venue for a major Waterside Workers strike prior to their 
march through the city in 1928.  As part of an Australia-wide protest, it also signalled the started 
of the 1928-30 Depression and the use of the Ground as a rally-point for other community and 
social events (Heritage SA file 101194). 
 
Because of road widening works to North Terrace in 1929-30 the Angas statue was required to 
be moved.  On 19 March 1929 the Corporation considered the situation and resolved to relocate 
the statue in Angas Gardens.  The state Government offered £250 to assist the removal subject 
to the approval of the proposed site by the donors of the Memorial.  Mrs Lilian Gertrude Angas 
approved the site.  In mid 1929 the George Fife and John Harris Angas statue was relocated, by 
Messrs Ciprano & Co at a cost of £365, to its present site in Angas Gardens due to road 
widening works along North Terrace where it was originally sited.  The Corporation also 
directed Pelzer to remove the “stunted and unsightly gumtrees at the rear of the Garden” and 
their replacement with “more ornamental trees.”  Following the positioning of the base the 
Corporation reconsidered the site, and recommended that it be shifted eastwards “to the back of 
the Garden … then occupied by a lower-bed, with pine-trees (Pinus canariensis) as a background.” 
Pelzer reported the completion of this relocation in late 1929 and that he had to undertake 
“alteration and extension” works to the Garden as a consequence (Annual Report 1929, pp. 10, 
33; Cameron 1997, pp. 59, 61). 
 
While road widening works were being undertaken on North Terrace, the Corporation also 
determined to commence the demolition and construction of a new bridge on King William 
Road of a suitable width to accord with road widening works being undertaken in the Road.  
Plans were prepared for a new bridge, to be called the Adelaide Bridge that was officially opened 

on 5 March 1931.  A bridge some 40.2m wide with footpaths and carriage ways of the same 
dimensions of King William Street south of the bridge was proposed.  The design by the City 
Engineer involved a three-hinge reinforced concrete structure with a 36.5m main span and two 
11.58m span bow-string arches over sub-portal footways.  Construction commenced in June 
1929 by Messrs Essery & Cartledge and works completed at the end of 1930 (Annual Report 
1920, pp. 17-18; 1921, p. 24; 1929, pp. 10-11, 34; Marsden et al 1990, pp. 241-242; Veale 1932, 
pp. 37-50).  The Corporation also determined to erect four plaques recording historical 
information as to the past bridges and the bridge to be opened.  The former plaques were 
proposed to state:  
 

The first bridge over the River Torrens was situated 1,650 feet [503m] west of the Adelaide Bridge.  The 
Town Surveyor, Mr. Alfred Hardy, supervised the erection in 1839.  After being damaged twice by 
floods, it was destroyed in September, 1844. 
 
On the 1st February, 1854, the first bridge on this site was commenced. The ironwork arrived from 
England in February, 1856, and the bridge was completed in October of the same year. The bridge was 
constructed and presented to the City by the Government. 
 
The Adelaide Bridge was erected under the supervision of the City Engineer, Mr. J.L. Hyndman.  It was 
opened and named by His Excellency the Administrator, Sir. W.W. Cairns, K.C.M.G., on the 25th 
April, 1877.  The span, 100 feet [30.5m] long and 54 feet [16.5m] wide, provided a roadway width 40 
feet [12.2m] wide and footpath 7 feet [2.1m] wide (Annual Report 1930, p. 14). 

 
In association with road widening works in King William Road, Pelzer was busy with a series of 
smaller renovation activities in Karrawirra/Park 12.  In 1929 he removed the cable wire fences 
enclosing Roberts Place and guard fences erected around the inlet of the open swale drain in this 
reserve. The English Elms (Ulmus procera) in Victoria Drive were trimmed “to clear vehicular 
traffic and overhead telephone wires.”  The Corporation also executed the first trial of a cement-
penetration road surface construction in Frome Road between Victoria Drive and Albert Bridge 
at a cost of £3,750 comprising some 213m of concrete that was surfaced with bitumen (Annual 
Report 1929, pp. 34, 35, 36; 1930, p. 14). 
 
On 29 February 1932 Pelzer retired and the Corporation commenced a reorganisation of the 
City Gardener’s Branch (Annual Report 1931-32, p. 27).  Following Pelzer’s retirement a sequence 
of gardeners and a change of commitment to the gardens and the Park Lands is evident 
throughout Adelaide notwithstanding the Centenary of South Australia celebrations in 1936 
(Annual Report 1935-36, p. 37). 
 
As an illustration of the dilemma over the future of the Torrens Parade Ground, the 
Commonwealth commenced construction of the present building on the site in 1935.  The 
Corporation and state Government could not stop this project as it was on Commonwealth 
land, but the Corporation ‘was mailed a copy of the plans’ “for perusal.”  The original design 
was to be sited aligned on the King William Road frontage of the land, but through public 
debate, Corporation pressure, and a site meeting in December 1934 with senior Commonwealth 
representatives, the building was shifted to the present Kintore Avenue alignment in the 
Reserve.  The Depot was erected in an Inter-War Stripped Classical architectural style, as 
interpreted by architect CE Davies, with a symmetrical form, low scale simplified classical motifs 
and Art Deco decorative elements.  It was faced in white cement render and roofed in red 
Marseilles terra cotta tiles, and described at the time as a “modern but restrained design.”  
Davies was architect and director of the Works & Services branch of the Commonwealth’s 
Department of the Interior in Adelaide.  It was erected by builder RJ Nurse & Co at a cost of 
just under £20,000.  It became the home to the Adelaide Rifles, later known as the Royal South 
Australian Regiment, and was occupied by the 43/48th Battalion and reoccupied by the 10th 
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Battalion.  At its opening, in 1936, the space was officially named the ‘Torrens Parade Ground’ 
where previously it had been known as the Military Parade Ground or the Military Drill Hall.  As 
part of these works the old Parade Ground metal screed surface was re-laid in bitumen, the 
original timber post and rail fence replaced with a round wrought iron post and chain about 1m 
in height (Heritage SA file 101194; Annual Report 1935-36; Daly 1987, pp. 59-61). 
 
As one of the ideas floated as part of the State’s Centenary celebrations in 1936, the Corporation 
recommended a feasibility study as to the cost of illumination of various gardens and public 
features including King William Road, Pennington Gardens East and West, the Adelaide Bridge 
and the Cathedral.  The City Engineer recommended that “pale blue and green lights should be 
used in the illumination of trees in … the gardens adjacent to King William Road,” and that flags 
and coloured lanterns to adorn the roadways be borrowed from the City of Melbourne.  Costs 
for these illuminations were £90 with a running cost of £16 3s 4d for lighting the Adelaide 
Bridge, and £80 with a running cost of £11 13s 4d for lighting the trees along King William 
Road.  Lighting and lanterns were erected along the length of King William Road, and also lit up 
the Adelaide Bridge and Angas Gardens.  In addition, the Corporation also voted for £ 1,550 for 
improvement works to the southern banks of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri adjacent to the 
University (Annual Report 1935-36, pp. 6-7; 1936-37, pp. 7, 9).   
 
As part of these works the Corporation also introduced a new decorative lamp standard, “very 
chaste in design … to mark the Centenary,” several of which still stand in Grundy Gardens and 
along the North Terrace Promenade: 
 

[These] … consist of the Paragon Senior type of globe, mounted on an ornamental concrete standard 12 
feet [3.6m] in height.  These lamps are most effective and lend character to … reserves, the effect at night 
being particularly pleasing (Annual Report 1936-37, p. 9). 

 
Mr A Stanley Orchard FRHS was appointed the Corporation’s Curator of Parks & Gardens on 
15 April 1933.  Orchard appears also to have been just as active in tree planting and garden 
development activities as Pelzer; he just had less staff than Pelzer.  It was only his untimely death 
on 15 March 1939 that stopped further extensive works, and coincides with a shift of budget by 
the Corporation away from major park land, garden and street tree works.  In 1936 Orchard 
planted 13 Plane (Platanus ssp) trees in the Parade Ground Reserve.  A new irrigation service was 
also installed in Pennington Gardens East in 1936 and various unused pathways were broken up 
and grassed over (Annual Report 1933, pp. 33, 36, 37; 1938-39, pp. 1, 8). 
 
In that same year Orchard recommended the relocation of the Nursery, and the University of 
Adelaide prepared plans for the erection of the University Footbridge.  The final plans, prepared 
within the South Australian Railways department by engineers John Adrian Farghar and 
Reginald Bridgland, carried the signature of the chief engineer of the Railways, Robert Hall 
Chapman.  Perhaps Orchard knew what was quietly happening and foreshadowed the 
opportunity to relocate the Nursery to enable aesthetic improvements to be undertaken in 
Karrawirra/Park 12 in conjunction with a new footbridge.  Initially the Corporation deferred the 
project approval for fear of its apparent awkward siting within the River Torrens/Karrawirra 
Parri environment, but its final report on 20 July 1936 with recommendation noted: 
 

… that the graceful curves of the double cantilever type, together with the web-like fabrication of its 
members, make it very sensible for this site, from an aesthetic point of view (Digest of Proceedings 27 July 
1936; Annual Report 1936-37, p. 29). 

 

 
 

 
 
The Corporation recorded that the bridge was proposed to be erected mid-way between the 
Adelaide and Albert Bridges, and its central long was a “prolongation” of the central pathway 
through the University campus.  The northern approach to the bridge coincided with an existing 
side road off War Memorial Drive that serviced an “emergency water tank” managed by the 
Corporation thereby necessitating its relocation.  There was also a stobie pole crossing of the 
River at this point that was also removed to enable the bridge (Annual Report 1936-37, pp. 27-29; 
Advertiser 17 June 1936; Marsden et al 1990, pp. 271-272).   
 
The Corporation recorded also its preference to a cantilever rather than a suspension bridge that 
was originally envisaged by the University stating: 
 

Figure 
Extract of an aerial photograph of metropolitan Adelaide in 1936, near the time of Pelzer’s retirement in 1932, 
depicting Karrawirra/Park 12 prior to the erection of the Waite-donated University Footbridge.  Note the 
Corporation’s Nursery, the University Oval, the Corporation’s Screenings Depot to the immediate south-east of 
the Nursery enclosed by its African Boxthorn (Lycium ferocissmum), the square screenings depot on Frome Road to 
the north, the system of linear diagonal pathways in Karrawirra/Park 12, the vehicular route of MacKinnon 
Parade that ran through Karrawirra/Park 12 dissecting Roberts Reserve from the main Park, the mature extant 
evergreen trees generally, the development and pathway systems in Angas Gardens, and the highly developed 
gardens in Pennington Gardens East including the cross-axial memorial garden.  Source:  University of Adelaide. 
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Having regard to all factors, the cantilever type bridge … was greatly to be preferred to the suspension type.  
The total length of the proposed bridge would be 210 feet [64m], the main span would measure 151 feet 8 
inches [46.2m], and the two approach spans each 29 feet 2 inches [8.9m].  The width between handrails 
would be 6 feet [1.8m], and the maximum height above water-level would be 21 feet 3 inches [6.5m].  
The footbridge would probably be occasionally used by crowds to watch boating and swimming events on 
the Lake, and to provide for this contingency it had been designed to sustain as many people as are able to 
stand on it.  The bridge would be illuminated at each end … The level of the bridge approaches would be 
approximately the same as the northern footpath at this site in Victoria Drive.  This would necessitate an 
embankment (containing 2,600 tons [2,641,730kg] of earth, approximately,), on the northern side of the 
River, being constructed to a height of 16 feet [4.9m] and for a length of 60 feet [18.2m]. The remaining 
length of the embankment would be graded to meet the natural surface of the surrounding Park Lands at 
a position 235 feet [71.6m] north of the structure.  Five or six small gumtrees [Eucalyptus ssp] would 
have to be removed and the road leading to the water tank would have to be deviated if the water tank was 
to remain (Annual Report 1936-37, p. 28). 

 
Of these works, Orchard found that the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri bank improvement was 
the most extensive undertaking (Sumerling 2003, p. 91).  This was also one of the two biggest 
landscape projects undertaken by the Corporation as part of its commitment to the State’s 
centenary celebrations; the other being the development of Light’s Vision.  The embankment 
was totally re-contoured, paths laid, retaining walls constructed, trees planted, and new lamps 
and staircases installed: 
 

Following the sheet-piling of the River frontage … the high precipitous banks made been distanced some 
40 feet [12.2m] from the sheet-piling.  The work was undertaken to mark the Centenary of the State.  
Briefly, it consists of two footways of different elevation, of irregular grades, formed with dry stone walling 
as the basis.  Several semi-circular recesses have been made in the stone walling and these contain seats.  A 
feature was made at the western end, on the flat area, by forming a path circular in shape, edged with 
flower beds, with lawn in the centre.  Two wide flights of stairs with stone walls connect the footpath level of 
Victoria Drive with the two paths of different levels, and two ornamental lamps and columns have been 
installed on each of the stairs. The lower path is approximately eight feet [2.4m] from the water’s edge, 
and this is separted from the Lake by a graded lawn.  The University authorities were granted approval to 
place a footbridge over the Lake at this site, and the work has been made to harmonize with it.  A wide 
entrance, marked by two low stone pillars, with its centre line corresponding with that of the bridge, leads 
off Victoria Drive just opposite the main gates of the University.  A small winding stairs with stone walls 
provided access to the lower path on the west side of the bridge, whilst as easy ramp bounded with low stone 
walls serves a similar purpose on the eastern side. The Curator of Parks and Gardens has carried out 
some very beautiful display of flowers. His treatment is excellent, and when the whole work has been 
completed the result should be satisfactory [sic] (Annual Report 1936-37, pp. 9-10). 

 
With this project, Orchard had to arrange extensive earthworks and bank stabilisation measures, 
on the northern side, before he commenced stone wall, tree planting and garden establishment.  
He had also to modify the landscape design for the southern embankment, then under 
construction, to integrate the bridge.  These included minor changes, including alterations to 
paths and path heights to enable an uninterrupted pathway system and repositioning an arc 
landing originally proposed for approximately the same location to serve as the southern 
forecourt for the bridge.  These landscape works, on both the sides of the River, were finished 
before Christmas 1936 although works on the northern side were delayed due to the cost.  Soil 
for the new northern embankment was sourced from building excavations in the municipality 
over the 1936-38 period.  Orchard was also directing soil filling associated with the new Prince 
Alfred College boatshed that had just been erected on the northern bank of the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri (Annual Report 1936-37, pp. 27-29; 1937-38, p. 14).   

 
As part of these works, the Corporation requested Orchard to review and assess the 70 River 
Oak (Allocasuarina cunninghamiana) trees planted at the direction of Councillor George McEwin in 
1934 between the King William and Frome Road bridges.  Orchard recorded that 47 had been 
established, 6 had been replaced by Canary Island Pines (Pinus canariensis), two were to be 
removed due to the footbridge, and 15 required replacement (Annual Report 1936-37, p. 29). 
 
Interesting the Frome Road Nursery in Karrawirra/Park 12 was proving very successful in 
providing for street tree propagation purposes, but lacked an adequate capacity to cultivate 
flowering plants and shrubs for Corporation purposes.  At least, this was the opinion of Orchard 
in June 1936 when he reported to the Corporation on: 
 

… how severely handicapped his Department was by the lack of proper facilities and limited 
accommodation by the present Nursery for propagating purposes and the raising and growing of numerous 
types and varieties of plants … (Town Clerk’s Docket 2428 of 1936). 

 
With January 1936 King George V passed away after a brief illness.  His death prompted 
considerable attention in Adelaide, prompting the formation of a memorial committee in 
February 1936 but with mixed success and great ambitions.  The committee proposed an 
equestrian statue, projected a budget of £5,000, the state Government donated £500, but the 
proposal languished due to a lack of strong public donations.  The commission fell to young 
sculptor Maurice Lambert, son of World War I artist George Lambert, who prepared a model in 
1935.  Lambert’s enthusiasm ensured the creation of the memorial, but the work was delayed 
due to World War II until its completion in London in 1948 where it set on the docks at Port 
Adelaide.  Therein followed a debate about where to locate the statue, most preferring a non-
high profile location, resulting in its present site in an obtuse location adjacent to the Women’s 
Memorial Garden but with no plaque.  While the Corporation proposed and agreed to a site in 
Pennington Gardens East in 1937, the King George V Memorial Fund disagreed and sought a 
site in Brougham Gardens about opposite the end of the now removed Bagot Road, which the 
Corporation accepted on 21 November 1937.  This agreed site was however to be over-turned 
in 1948 wherein the present site was eventually agreed upon.  Governor Sir Willoughby Norrie 
unveiled the Waikerie freestone and granite statue on Anzac Day 25 April 1950 (Annual Report 
1937-38, p. 14; 1938-39, p. 8; 1939-40, p. 28; Cameron 1997, pp. 119-123). 
 
The statue consists of a larger than life-size bronze relief of King George V on a horse dressed 
in field marshal regalia including plumed hat.  The royal coat of arms is positioned on the front 
of the sandstone pedestal with ‘George V’ carved in the font and ‘George Frederick Ernest 
Albert Windsor, born 3 June 1865, ascended the throne 6 May 1910.  Died 20 January 1936’ 
inscribed at the rear (Cameron 1997, p. 119). 
 
Orchard recommended the abandonment of the Frome Road Nursery and the development of a 
new nursery on a “clean site elsewhere” in 1936.  This proposal was slow in coming to fruition.  
Finally the Corporation on 18 March 1940 adopted a report that a new Nursery be established in 
Warnpangga/Park 10 on an area of approximately five acres (2.0ha).  This is the present site of 
the Corporation Nursery.  While this recommendation was slow in coming, it took a further 18 
years before the Director of Parks & Gardens, Benjamin Bone, could report to the Corporation 
of the complete transfer of the nursery operations including all construction works and 
glasshouse accommodation being re-established (Town Clerk’s Docket 2428 of 1936; Digest of 
Proceedings 1939-40, p. 380; Annual Report 1957-58, p. 31). 
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Figure
A master landscape plan for the improvements in creating Grundy Gardens between Adelaide and Albert Bridges as prepared by City Gardener Orchard prior to the Corporation’s determination to approve and construct the University 
Footbridge on its present site.  The plan is in mixed condition held together with sticky tape.  But it does depict the extant detailed pathway system in Angas Gardens at the time, the pathway system and landscape design strategy 
proposed by Orchard, the extant African Box-thorn (Lyceum ferocissmum) hedged Corporation screenings depot between War Memorial Drive and the River, and a lookout positioned where the Footbridge arrives today on its northern 
mound.  Source:  ACC archives. 
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Figure 
Rose series P9499 black and white postcard of the side of Adelaide Bridge and Jolley’s Boathouse in c.1930.  
Note the extensive form of the Boathouse, and the extant staircase and plantings behind, and the since removed 
palm tree.  Source:  private collection. 

Figure 
Rose series P9479 black and white postcard of the side of Grundy Garden in c.1930.  Note the completed 
landscape works including pathway, young trees, stone walling on staircases and stone recesses with hedge 
planting behind, and a mature hedge along the edge of the Garden separating the Garden from the Victoria 
Drive pedestrian pathway.  Source:  private collection. 

Figure 
Rose series P9456 black and white postcard of the side of Government House grounds in c.1930.  Note the 
young plantings of Plane trees (Platanus ssp) along the eastern side of King William Road as against the western 
side, mature trees along Victoria Drive, the openness of the Torrens Parade Ground, and a generally well 
established landscape.  Source:  private collection. 

Figure 
Rose series P9447 black and white postcard of the Grundy Garden looking west from the southern landing of 
the University footbridge depicting the established pathway system, newly planted embankment garden, and the 
young trees.  Source:  private collection. 
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Figure 
Black and white postcard of Pennington Gardens East with the Memorial Garden and Cross of Sacrifice with the 
Cathedral behind c.1935.  Note the flower beds in contrast to the current Rosary gardens within the Memorial 
Garden.  Source:  private collection. 

Figure 
Rose series 3427 black and white photo postcard, c.1945, depicting a more mature Grundy Garden landscape 
including the Collegiate of St Peter boathouse to the right, University of Adelaide boathouse to the left; extensive 
tree planting, and pampas grass in the foreground.  A Popeye’s boat is plying the waters.  Source:  private 
collection. 

Figure 
Rose series P9484 black and white photo postcard depicting a more mature Grundy Garden landscape that the 
preceding Rose series postcard.  Note the more extensive gardens established between the middle path and the 
nature strip; the nature strip hedge has been removed, good growth of river side trees.  Source:  private 
collection. 

Figure 
Extract of a black and white aerial photograph of the University of Adelaide campus in c.1936-37.  Note the 
Torrens Parade Ground in the foreground; the axial pathway and lines of palms planted; the extant two green 
Adelaide Bowling Club with the Federation style “temporary club house” between with associated shed; an 
existing pathway along the Pathway of Honour site; extensive landscape development works established in 
Grundy Garden along the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri. .  Source:  University of Adelaide Property Services 
collection. 
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Construction of the University Footbridge proceeded with monies from the Corporation as part 
of its commitment to the state’s centenary celebrations, and with a gift of £2,000 from Misses E 
and L Waite, daughters of pastoralist Peter Waite who bequeathed the Waite Campus of the 
University.  Reputed to be the first welded steel bridge in South Australia it involved a balanced 
cantilever structure formed in two identical halves pivoting on two pin bearings.  The halves 
were joined at the middle by two lateral shear locks to minimise sideways movement.  The span 
was 152 feet (46.3m), and the bridge was fabricated by L Grove & Sons of Highgate from steel 
sourced from Perry Engineering.  The footbridge was opened on 9 August 1937 (Advertiser 17 
June 1936; Town Clerk’s TC Docket 1943 of 1936; Annual Report 1936-37, pp. 27-29; 1937-38, p. 
14; Marsden et al 1996, pp. 271-272). 
 
Victoria Drive’s Sugar Gums (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) debate came back to test Orchard in 1936.  
Obviously Pelzer had given up addressing the public and Councillor debate about the future of 
the Sugar Gums (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) and had left them for a future generation to deal with.  
That task fell to Orchard.  On 10 August 1936 Orchard recommended the felling of five Sugar 
Gums (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) in Victoria Drive only to have his recommendation over-turned by 
the Corporation.  The Corporation prologued this recommendation until acceding on 1 March 
1937 whereupon the trees were quickly felled (Annual Report 1936-17, p. 22). 

 
 

 
 

As if there was not enough on Orchard’s shoulders in 1936-37, the Women’s Centenary Council 
of South Australia approached the Corporation and proposed a “Garden of Memory” to be laid 
out in the Parade Ground Reserve on the flat between the parade ground and the Government 
House wall.  This is the present Pioneer Women’s Memorial Garden today.  The proposal  
 

… was for a formal garden, approximately 120 feet [36.5m] by 80 feet [24.4m], surrounded by a dwarf 
brick wall, with long central pathway of brick leading up three short steps to a sundial and figure as its 
central unit (to denote the passing of time), within the base of which would be placed a casket containing 
the records of the first centenary celebrations.  Garden beds, shrubs, and ornamental trees, such as 
jacaranda [Jacaranda mimiosifolia] and flametrees [Brachychiton acerifolius], with a background of golden 
poplars [Populus nigra ‘Italica’], were proposed, and an offer was made to expend £1,000 on the layout, 
furnishing, and upkeep of the Garden [sic.] (Annual Report 1937-38, pp. 13-14). 

 
The Corporation approved this proposal and proposed site, “subject to the work being carried 
out to the Curator’s satisfaction.”  The work was carried out to Orchard’s satisfaction but it was 
Town Clerk Colonel William Veale who entered into a series of arguments with the Women’s 
Centenary Council chair Adelaide Miethke, and subsequentially chair of the Pioneer Women’s 
Memorial Trust, and the landscape designer and constructor of the Garden, Elsie Marion 
Cornish, over design and water supply; matters that delayed the fruition of the project until its 
completion in November 1938.  The Centenary Council also determined to manage the Garden 
in the first instance, in lieu of the Corporation, before handing it over to the care of the 
Corporation (Annual Report 1938-39, p. 25; Cameron 1997, pp. 113-118). 
 
The semi-rectangular red-brick walled garden, reputedly inspired by the St Peter’s Cathedral 
floor plan, hosts a female figure statue prepared by Melbourne-based sculptor Olna Cohn within 
a garden designed, planted and erected by landscape designer Elsie Cornish.  On the 3-ton 
(3,048kg) Waikerie limestone statue are two reliefs including a sundial inscribed ‘Designed by 
George F Dodwell Esq Government Astronomer 1941’ and a bronze book inscribed ‘The hours 
vanish yet are they recorded’.  In the garden are six pink marble seat benches including one 
honouring Adelaide Miethke “whose life was dedicated to education and betterment of women.”  
On one entry gate pillar is a bronze plaque reading ‘This garden of remembrance and the flying 
doctors base at Alice Springs were established in the centenary year 1936.’  The Trustees were 
Adelaide Miethke, Gisela Siebert, Margaret McGuire, Dorothy Dolling, and Phoebe Watson, and 
a plaque records their contribution.  In the Garden are specimens of ‘Adelaide Gold’ Cypress 
(Cupressus lusitanica ‘Adelaide Gold’, ) propagated by Corporation Gardener C Small (Cameron 
1997, pp. 113-118).  
 
The statue was unveiled on 19 April 1941 coinciding with the opening of the Royal Flying 
Doctor Base in Alice Springs, and a special radio link occurred between the two events at the 
same time.  As part of the proceedings Adelaide Miethke handed the title deed of the new air 
base to the president of the Australian Aerial Medical Services Mr N Taylor, before presenting 
the Garden to Lord Mayor AG Barrett.  Lady Muriel Barclay-Harvey, state Governor’s wife, 
unsuccessfully unveiled the statue (ACC Archives file 1778/38; Advertiser 21 April 1941, p. 12; 
Cameron 1997, pp. 117-188). 
 
Allied with this new Garden, the Corporation directed Orchard to review Angas Gardens.  The 
Acting Curator, Benjamin Bone, proposed the relocation of a hedge eastwards, replacement of 
existing poorly River Red Gums (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) and Lemon-scented Gums (Corymbia 
citriodora) trees with suitable trees and shrubs together with the removal of a further 14 trees and 
the embankment to be regraded and grassed at a cost of£200.  The proposal was listed in the 
1939-40 works program.  Bone appears also to have reviewed the open drainage swale system in 
the University Oval portion of Karrawirra/Park 12 at the same time and started investigating the 
possibility of putting these swales into underground drains similar to that proposed and 
implemented for the swale that crossed through Angas Garden (Annual Report 1938-39, p. 26). 

Figure 
A plan for the Grundy Gardens, on the corner of Victoria Drive and Frome Road, dated 18 October 1935, 
which was where a Corporation screenings depot was located at the time.  Source:  ACC archives, No 1554. 
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Due to repeated vandalism in the Pennington Gardens East gardens and hedges, the 
Corporation erected a 500-watt floodlight on a tramway pole on the western side of Sir Edwin 
Smith Avenue at a cost of £15.  The floodlight was to be kept illuminated until 2.00am each 
night (Annual Report 1938-39, p. 27). 
 
In 1945 the University of Adelaide unsuccessfully entertained discussions with the 
Commonwealth as to the future of the Torrens Parade Ground, as possible development site to 
extend its campus.  This was not the first time the University had sought to extend its campus 
westwards, as it launched a strong argument in the 1910s when state Government and Royal 

Figure 
Extract of an aerial photograph of Karrawirra/Park 12 in 1947 depicting the tree-lined road reserves, the 
original ‘Frome Road Nursery’, and the extension of Mackinnon Terrace through the Park.  

Figure 
Plan of Karrawirra/Park 12, University Oval portion, depicting the system of open drainage swales extant on 19 
April 1939, the underground drainage line that dissected Angas Gardens, and the swale proposed to be covered 
over.  Source:  ACC archives H/130. 
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Commission debate considered the future of the Government House reserve (Daly 1987, pp. 60, 
64-65). 
 
Albert Bridge was re-decked in the 1950s. 
 
On Anzac Day, 25 April 1950, Governor Sir Willoughby Norrie unveiled the King George V 
statue on Sir Edwin Smith Avenue (Cameron 1997, p. 123).   
 
In 1955 extensions to the Torrens Parade Ground hall, to the north east, were undertaken 
extending the 1936 erected structure but generally maintaining its architectural lines and style 
(Heritage SA file 101194). 
 
In 1956 the Police Department determined to cease occupancy and manning of the Victoria 
Drive Water Police Station.  Constable WW Burk continued his duties as ‘Inspector’ until his 
retirement in 1987 whereupon the Corporation transferred boat worthiness and safety 
obligations to the boat owners themselves (Thornton nd, p. 5). 
 
During March – August 1957 the Town Clerk, Colonel WCD Veale, undertook a study tour of 
council organisations and facilities in Europe and North America, and submitted his reports on 
various topics in October 1958.  Report No. 4 (1958) dealt with Parks and Gardens (Veale 1958) 
and made sweeping recommendations towards the renovation and development of several parks 
around the Park Lands, together with redevelopment of part of the River Torrens/Karrawirra 
Parri edges and the development of an 18-hole golf course.  There were no specific 
recommendations for Karrawirra/Park 12 and its River edges. 
 
In 1958 the lease of the Adelaide Bowling Club over 0.4ha of land in the Government Reserve, 
sandwiched between the Torrens Parade Ground and the University, was not renewed.  The 
future of the Club, and the need to increase vehicular access in the locality was subject to 
frequent discussions between state Government and the Corporation back to the 1940s but 
without any substantive in legislation or Corporation policy.  Town Clerk William Veale finally, 
in 1952, enabled the Corporation to determine “that the extension of Kintore Avenue is 
desirable.”  The Club sought options and was proposed and accepted an alternate location in 
Mullawirraburka/Park 14 fronting Dequetteville Terrace, and Kintore Avenue was constructed 
in 1958 (ACC Works & Highways Committee, 25 August 1952; Daly 1987, p. 59, 71, 150). 
 
In 1961 the Christian Brothers College championed a proposal with the Corporation to erect a 
boat house.  While the College had been successful at rowing, Brother Bourke, in charge of the 
College realised that this success could only be strengthened by providing a venue for rowing 
activities.  After negotiations with the Corporation the College was successful in gaining a site 
adjacent to the University of Adelaide boathouse and construction was undertaken by Blunden 
& Co at a cost of £8,000 with an additional and unforeseen cost of £1,580 being incurred for 
placing electricity underground to satisfy the Corporation (Healy 1978, pp. 112, 161). 
 
On 17 February 1963 Miss MS Douglas planted an Atlantic Cedar (Cedrus atlantica ‘glauca’) and 
unveiled a bronze plaque in Pennington Gardens East to commemorate the role of the 
Australian Women’s Army Service.  The site was to the south of the War Memorial Garden.  
Two years later the main plaque on the War Memorial, now deteriorating, was replaced with a 
new plaque unveiled at the 1965 Anzac Day service. 
 
From 1901 to 2004 the future of the Torrens Parade Ground, and the public and Corporation 
desire to retransfer it to Park Land was subject to considerable debate and negotiations.  The 
Commonwealth continually stalled on making any decisions as to the future of the land.  
Incrementally land was transferred as embraced in the Adelaide Park Lands Alteration Act, 1913, 

and the Adelaide Park Lands Alteration Act, 1917, that resulted in various excisions, transfers, and 
pre-empted obligations upon the Commonwealth.  In 1961 the state also gazetted the Adelaide 
Parklands Alteration Act, 1961, No 17, that allocated to the Corporation a small triangular portion 
of land in the Parade Ground together with a diagonal footway on the north-western and south-
eastern corners of the Reserve as was “deemed to form part of the Adelaide Parklands under the 
care, control and management of the Corporation of the City of Adelaide” (Adelaide Parklands 
Alteration Act, 1961, No 17). 
 
On 31 March 1969 the Corporation determined to name the southern banks of the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri, between the University foot bridge and the Zoo after former 
Councillor and Alderman Tom Hadfield Grundy in recognition of 34 years service to the 
Corporation.  The name Grundy Gardens was adopted and bronze letters were mounted on a 
curved sandstone wall overlooking the Garden and the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri 
(Sumerling 2003, p. 92). 
 
In 1976 the Jolley family sold their Boathouse operations that had been in their family for some 
90 years (Jenkin 2005, pp. 46-47). 
 
Albert Bridge was re-decked in 1982 in addition to adding structural members to address the 
increasing weight of vehicles and trucks upon the structure. 
 
During the 1980s-90s Karrawirra/Park 12 appears to have been appropriated as a venue for 
various memorials, and most of these were located along Sir Edwin Smith Avenue.  The state 
Minister of Sport & Recreation, Kym Mayes, opened the Sri Chinmoy Peace Mile on 2 
November 1986.  This opening included the unveiling of a bronze plaque and sign, and the 
designation ‘Peace Park’ being applied to Park 12.  On 24 March 1996 the United States Consul 
General, Ross L Wilson, unveiled an ‘America Remembers’ memorial plaque and planted a 
Moreton Bay Fig (Ficus macrophylla) on behalf of the American Ex-Servicemen’s Association of 
South Australia. 
 
In 1987 the original random rubble limestone wall, with red brick quoining, along the northern 
boundary of Government House was reconstructed using much of the original stone (Jones 
2004, p. 2: 6). 
 
On 8 April 1995 Commander CJ Bates opened the South Australian Naval Memorial Garden.  
This garden includes flagpole, an anchor, rose (Rosa ssp) garden in a cross with 32 bronze 
plaques laid out in 2 arcing garden strips representational of curved flukes of an anchor and 
planted with Courage roses (Rosa ssp), and the relocation of the Phineas Philip Davies AB 
memorial from the Cheltenham Cemetery.  The white marble and lead-inset lettered Davies 
memorial commemorated the death of Davies who was killed by a premature explosion of a 
cartridge when firing the salute at the Glenelg Commemoration Day on 28 December 1885 on 
HMCS Protector.  The headstone was relocated to the Garden in April 1995.  The Garden now 
forms the venue for annual celebratory service close to 4 October (The Register 29 December 
1885, p. 6; Cameron 1997, pp. 153-155). 
 
In 1997 a large public gathering occurred as part of the Australians for Native Title & 
Reconciliation at Peace Park in Park in Karrawirra/Park 12 (Hemmings 1998, p. 48). 
 
In 2002 a conservation review was undertaken as to the Pioneer Womens’ Memorial Garden 
given the deterioration of the dwarf brick walling, but no substantive research was undertaken as 
to the garden design and planting design originally devised (Jones, pers comm.., 2002; Bird pers 
comm., 2002) 
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Amery (1997; 2002, p. 270) proposed the toponym Karra Wirra, meaning ‘River red gum forest’, 
to Karrawirra/Park 12.  Although noting that the original location of such an appellation is 
unclear, he pointed to the original name for the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri as Karrawirraparri 
or Karrawirra parri meaning ‘red gum river’ which flowed through the karra wirra ‘red gum forest’ 
(Draper et al 2005, p. 64). 
 
Currently Karrawirra/Park 12 is an amalgam of Picturesque and Gardenesque planting styles as 
established by O’Brien and Pelzer, with a strong 1930s character due to the transformations 
undertaken by Orchard.  It is a landscape rich in special places, significant trees and cultural 
meanings for the Adelaide ands South Australian community. 
 

 

Figure 
Extract of a plan of Pennington Gardens West and East in 1975 depicting the layout of Pennington Gardens 
East and the Memorial Garden, including the Corporation maintenance shed location to the immediate east of 
the Garden near Sir Edwin Smith Avenue.  Source:  ACC Archives B1 75/60M.  




