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Wita Wirra/Park 18 
 
Historical Overview:  Site Context 
Arising from Light’s plan, Wita Wirra/Park 18 consists of a triangular block of land, 8.6 ha in 
area, bounded by Glen Osmond Road, Hutt Street and South Terrace.  No boundary changes 
occurred subsequent to the spatial survey of Wita Wirra/Park 18. 
 
Historical Overview:  Aboriginal Associations 
There are no specific references to Kaurna sites or activities, pre-contact or post-contact, for 
Wita Wirra/Park 18 (Hemming 1998).  What is clear is that specific site references are few and 
that any references are generalised to the whole of the South Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, 
Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno 
Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22) than one Park Land block. 
 
Draper et al, however, points to the likelihood that given the presence of the South Park Lands 
(Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22) Creek that is corroborated 
by oral evidence that the South Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, 
Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and 
Wikaparndo/Park 22) was a landscape regularly occupied for encampments, food harvesting, 
burials, and hunting activities.  Traditional camping ceased in the 1860s when the Aboriginals 
were ‘driven out’ from this portion of the Park Lands, and period references allude to camps 
being “torched” or “burnt out” forcing urgent vacation from the South Park Lands 
(Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22).  Despite this it is probable 
that burial sites exist along the flanks of the South Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita 
Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno 
Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22) Creek or original watercourse line, and there is 
evidence that the Kaurna associate parts of the South Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita 
Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno 
Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22) with ‘spiritual danger’ but it unclear whether this is 
a contemporary and or pre-1836 appreciation (Draper et al 2005, p. 72). 
 
There are some general references to Kaurna and Aboriginal use of the South Park Lands that 
point to the regular use of the South Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, 
Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and 
Wikaparndo/Park 22) as a camping venue.  An early colonist, Mr Chaik recalled,  
 

During the well known battle in the south parklands the Adelaide people used no shields or throwing 
sticks but just dodged and ducked to avoid their opponents missiles.  The natives who came up from 
Goolwa carried womeras [sic] (Chaik, 7 November 1926, in Tindale quoted Hemming 1998, p. 
56). 

 
Early Lutheran missionary Schürmann also referred to Aboriginal encampments in the South 
Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, 
Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22), implying that the site 
was used following a death at the locality: 
 

Two months later they were still away from the Location.  Not a single native has come back to 
Piltawodlinga.  A few are on the opposite side of town (Schürmann in Hemming 1998, p. 56). 

 

Kaurna descendent, Veronica Brodie, also recalled the South Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, 
Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno 
Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22) as a camping place: 
 

Her mother was born in a camp in Glenelg … and Veronica remembers her talking about people 
camping in the South Park Lands [Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 
19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and 
Wikaparndo/Park 22] sometimes on the way through to Glenelg (Veronica Brodie pers comm., 
1998, quoted in Hemming 1998, p. 56; Draper et al 2005, p. 72). 

 
Historical Overview:  Post Contact Associations 
From the 1850s to the late 1870s Wita Wirra/Park 18 was used for grazing, fire wood collection, 
and agistment.  It was fenced in white-painted timber post and wire in the late 1860s, and by this 
time most of the indigenous vegetation had been effectively removed from Wita Wirra/Park 18. 
 
During the 1860s and 1870s, William O’Brien, as the inaugural City Gardener to the 
Corporation commenced shelterbelt plantation establishment along several perimeter and access 
routes through the Park Lands.  It appears that, in terms of Wita Wirra/Park 18, that he 
established plantations along the South Terrace and Glen Osmond Road frontages to Wita 
Wirra/Park 18. 
 

 
 

 

Figure 
Extract of a ‘Map of the City of Adelaide’ as prepared by the City Surveyor dated 11 February 1865 that 
depicts the established roadside shelterbelt plantations that City Garden O’Brien had apparently established 
with accompanying fenced enclosures along the Glen Osmond and South Terrace road flanks.  Source:  ACC 
Archives. 
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During 1878-79 the Corporation undertook extensive erection of new fencing and repairs to the 
exiting fencing of the south and western Park Lands.  In the south, most of this work involved 
the erection of new fencing of white painted post and rail with 2-3 strands of wire.  Access gates 
for pedestrians and vehicles were also included in these works (Annual Report 1878-79, pp. 77-
78).  During these years William Pengilly (1825-1911) served as City Gardener (1867-83), and 
William H Campbell as Park Lands Ranger. 
 
With the engagement of John Ednie Brown to prepare a Report on a System of Planting the Adelaide 
Park Lands (1880) Brown recorded the physical characteristics of the block as being more 
positive than other areas in the South Park Lands (Tidlangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, 
Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and 
Wikaparndo/Park 22): 
 

The soil over the whole extent embraced is of an excellent description, as a rule, for the growth of trees, and 
the situation is well adapted for high-class ornamental planting. 
 
The strip in front of South-terrace is composed of Red Gums [Eucalyptus camaldulensis].  The most 
unpromising of these should be removed, and some of the others lopped in places so as to encourage density 
of foliage.  Any trees added to the strip should be of the Conferæ tribe, in order to relieve the sameness of 
foliage which is at present presented by the Gums (Brown 1880, p. 22). 

 

Brown also made a specific discussion point of Wita Wirra/Park 18 describing a thicket of River 
Red Gums (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) that characterised much of the block.  He concluded the 
plantings to be a plantation probably resulting from a failed venture by City Gardener Pengilly 
and Park Lands Ranger Campbell in establishing fodder for agisting cattle and sheep.  In 
particular: 
 

In the angle made by South-terrace and Mount Barker-roads on the western corner of the part under 
notice, a considerable extent of the ground is occupied by a very thick crop of Red Gums [Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis]. These are standing about eight feet [2.4m] apart over the whole ground.  The result 
would have been very satisfactory had the Corporation been growing trees for timber, but as trees suitable 
for the proper ornamentation of the Park Lands, the plantation is a failure, and, in my opinion, an 
eyesore to the part. The trees have been left crowded for such a length of time that, as a rule, I fear they 
are permanently injured in an ornamental point of view. There are, however, a few strong ones amongst 
the lot which might, yet under good management, be made fair spreading trees (Brown 1880, p. 23). 

 

 

 
 
Brown’s planting design for Wita Wirra/Park 18, in contrast, proposed a strong edge planting of 
trees with a winding tree-lined carriage drive or pedestrian avenue draped through Wita 
Wirra/Park 18.  Two clump plantings were proposed in the centre of Wita Wirra/Park 18.  His 
proposed improvements to Wita Wirra/Park 18 consisted of removing unhealthy or unattractive 
trees from the block (predominantly natives) and replacing these with exotic species for a 
generally more ornamental ambiance.  This strategy drew upon his planting design approach and 
also his attitude to the economic and aesthetic values of eucalyptus trees: 
 

Figure 
Extract from an aerial panorama lithograph of the City of Adelaide published in the Illustrated Sydney News 
July 1876 depicting perimeter shelterbelts on the northern and south-western flanks of Wita Wirra/Park 18 
and the virtual lack of vegetation within.  Source:  Marsden et al 1990, p. 231. 

Figure 
Planting design plan for the South Park Lands generally with Wita Wirra/Park 18 in the top right hand corner.  
Plan 19 indicates the Brown proposed perimeter plantations for Wita Wirra/Park 18, and a semi-circular 
pedestrian pathway system around the Wita Wirra/Park 18, as published in his Report Of A System for Planting the 
Adelaide Park Lands (1880).
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I have to advise that all the spindly and unhealthy trees be grubbed out, leaving only those standing which, 
from their appearance, might afterwards be pruned and trained into fair ornamental trees.  The trees thus 
left standing to be shortened of their branches so as to cause fresh growths to shoot out and thus make them 
look bushy and clothed like.  The ground left vacant, to be thoroughly trenched to about twenty-four inches 
[61cm] in depth and left in a rough and unoccupied condition for at least six months; after which, it 
should be again planted with trees of sorts and of such kinds as will be presently named as suitable. 
 
I recommend that footpaths be constructed through this part, and that new plantations be formed in it all 
as shown on the Plan already referred to (Brown 1880, p. 23). 

 
It is evident also that Pengilly had already attempted to establish plantation strips or tree avenues 
along Glen Osmond Road reserve, similar to that which he had established along Unley Road 
and South Terrace.  Brown was highly critical of both the manner in which this had been 
executed as well as the species chosen.   Brown wrote:  “I have therefore to advise, that the 
worst specimens of the present crop be removed and the blanks thus caused be made up with 
more desirable kinds of trees” (Brown 1880, p. 22).  He also proposed that pathways and other 
new plantations not mentioned above were to be constructed with reference to his plans for 
Wita Wirra/Park 18. 
 
With Brown’s appointment as ‘Supervisor of the Plantations’, upon the invitation of City of 
Adelaide Mayor Edwin Smith in April 1882, Brown commenced foundational work in 
implementing parts of the Report’s (1880) recommendations.  The City Gardener, William 
Pengilly, was advised that Brown shall have “general supervision of the tree planting in the Park 
Lands” and to “render Mr. Brown every facility for this purpose …” (Town Clerk’s Dept 
Outwards Letter Book, 1882/602/18).  A fractious relationship occurred with Brown and 
Pengilly, and a specific incident over street tree plantings along Barton Terrace West prompted 
Brown’s resignation from this position in August 1882.  While the Corporation sought to 
remedy the situation, continued disobedience and contrary activities by the City Gardener and 
his workforce eventually prompted Brown’s formal resignation on 1 June 1883.  In his letter of 
resignation he wrote “I must for the sake of professional reputation, seek to be relieved of the 
responsibility.”  With this decision the Corporation determined to sack the City Gardener, and 
therein had a serious of City Gardeners until such time as August Pelzer (1862-1934) was 
appointed City Gardener (1899-1934) in mid 1899. 
 
During 1883 Pengilly planted some 500 trees, of various species, in the South Park Lands 
(Tidlangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22).  The species and locations 
planted are unclear but given Pengilly’s planting approach they were more likely to be in lines 
along the roadsides of each Park Land block (Annual Report 1882-83, p. 135).   
 
In the subsequent financial year the Corporation acquired a substantial amount of fencing 
materials from England, including wrought iron posts, wrought iron field gates, cast iron corner 
posts, galvanized iron pillars together with 117,950 yards [107,853m] of 7-ply galvanized wire.  
The purpose was to totally replace the existing “old and dilapidated post and two rail fence” that 
enclosed most of the Park Land blocks to the Terraces.  The cast iron posts and pillars were 
marked with “Iron Duke” and “Letterewe” branding.  Upon arrival the Park Lands and Gardens 
staff commenced the process of re-fencing the Park Lands (Annual Report 1883-84, pp. 56-57).  
William H Campbell, as Park Lands Ranger, trialled this new fencing on South Terrace and 
found that he could erect it at a cost of 2¼d. per foot.  His conclusions were that the fencing 
was cost-effective, ornamental, offered opportunities for addition access points, and “in a 
measure complies with Councillor [William] Bullock’s intention to allow of perambulators, &c., 
having access to our reserves.”  Notwithstanding this purchase, staff often proceeded with re-
fencing works using old materials (Annual Report 1884-85, pp. 102-103). 

 
During 1886-87 Campbell re-fenced the western flank of Hutt Street with “old fencing” 
materials, and also extensive lengths along South Terrace and Park (now Greenhill Road) 
Terrace.  These works were part of a continuous fencing maintenance program that Campbell 
undertook in the 1880s in the South Park Lands Lands (Tidlangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, 
Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and 
Wikaparndo/Park 22) that included the flanks of Glen Osmond Road, Peacock Road, Greenhill 
Road, Goodwood Road, South Terrace, Bay Road (now Anzac Highway) and Hutt Street 
(Annual Report 1886-87, p. 112; 1888-89, pp. 134-135; 1889-90, pp. 118-120).  Campbell was still 
in his position as Ranger in the 1890s and fencing was a continual activity.  During 1898-99 a 
“new and lighter fence” was erected around the south-eastern corner of Wita Wirra/Park 18 “to 
protect the growing trees from horses depastured in the Parks” (Annual Report 1898-99, p. 20). 
 
In August 1899 August Wilhelm Pelzer was appointed as ‘City Gardener’ to the Corporation.  
With Pelzer’s appointment a rigorous planting program of the Park Lands was implemented and 
it appears that Pelzer somewhat faithfully referred to and used Brown’s Report as the guiding 
master plan for this planting activities.  At the same time Councillor William Ponder was 
appointed to chair a new Tree Planting Committee.  Both proved “indefatigable” personalities 
with mutually compatible objectives, and over the next 20 years set in place a major renovation 
to the squares, plantations, streets and park lands with an extensive tree planting program and 
“firmly established on a scientific basis” the City Gardener’s department (Annual Report 1899-
1900, p. 104). 
 
From 1900-1910 Pelzer undertook a major renewal of plantings in the South Park Lands 
(Tidlangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22).  Several new plantations 
were established, existing plantations reinforced with additional plantings, and a program of dead 
or diseased tree removal and replanting employed.  During 1901 “avenues of white cedars [Melia 
azedarach var australisca] in the South … Park Lands [Tidlangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, 
Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and 
Wikaparndo/Park 22] … [were] trimmed and the dead wood has been removed.”  During 1901 
Pelzer obtained three thousand roots of Paspalum dilatatum (a fodder grass) from New South 
Wales for experimentation in the South Park Lands (Tidlangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, 
Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and 
Wikaparndo/Park 22).  While many of the specimens arrived mouldy he proceeded with trialling 
the healthy specimens in the South Park Lands (Tidlangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, 
Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and 
Wikaparndo/Park 22), and obtained newer specimens for planting in the North and East Park 
Lands.  He also erected new foot gates and slip-gates into many of the fences (Annual Report 
1901, pp. 41, 42, 44; 1902, p. 30). 
 
Notwithstanding this planting agenda, re-fencing of Park Land blocks was a continual need.  
Pelzer’s observation was that “the old Park Lands fences are in a bad condition, and I hope that 
provision will be made for gradually substituting sawn posts and wires for the old split post and 
rail fencing.”  During 1901 fences were erected along stretches of South Terrace, Unley Road, 
and opening provided in the fencing for the Unley Road bicycle track (Annual Report 1901, p. 
31). 
 
Ponder instigated the bicycle path construction initiative for the Corporation and it is perhaps 
appropriate that the first path created was named in his honour.  The ‘Ponder Avenue’ was 
constructed in 1901-02 along the southern side of Glen Osmond Road (Annual Report 1903, pp. 
27, 46). 
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Street tree plantings continued in subsequent years.  South Terrace was planted in a mixture of 
Oriental Planes (Platanus orientalis) and English Elms (Ulmus procera) during 1903-04 (Annual 
Report 1904, p. 63). 
 
During 1906 Pelzer commenced forward planning for the formal planting and layout of the 
future Osmond Garden over 6 acres (2.4ha) of land and also erected a “division fence … for [a] 
new reserve” in Wita Wirra/Park 18.  By the end of 1907 Pelzer had reported the completion of 
the layout, pathways and plantings of “Osmond Park.”  These works included “thirty-two elm 
trees [Ulmus procera]… rockery erected …couch grass lawns now being planted,” but these works 
extended over into early 1908 (Annual Report 1906, pp. 41, 43, 63; 1907, pp. 13, 52, 71; 1908, p. 
18).   
 
Pelzer, as part of this process, wrote to Mayor Frank Johnson on 16 August 1907 reporting that: 
 

‘In Osmond … Parks a large amount of construction work will have to be done in 1908, viz., Forming 
and making paths, bridges and rockeries, planting and mulching shrubberies, trees, and rolling of lawns’ 
(Annual Report 1907, p. 56). 

 
Pelzer reported the progress of these work at the end of 1907: 
 

Osmond Park.—The new garden in this Park has an area of about 6¼ acres [2.5ha].  The paths and 
beds have been laid out according to the approved plan, and the work of trenching the beds and the levelling 
and planting of the proposed lawns with couch grass is now in hand.  A large rockery has also been erected 
(Annual Report 1907, p. 71). 

 
Specifically Pelzer refers to an “approved plan.”  There is no extant plan for “Osmond Park” 
from the period.  Given the extant collection of plans relating to other gardens and Park Land 
blocks prepared and signed by Pelzer, it is probable that he prepared a master plan for the 
Osmond Gardens.  In 1907 the Corporation officially designated the newly developed park as 
“Osmond Park”, to honour Osmond Gilles, the first Colonial Treasurer and a member of the 
Street Naming Committee, and set aside funds for the provision of “ornamental name plates” 
for this and other parks and gardens named as part of the same deliberations.  In 1908 the 
Corporation approved the installation of 6 “Simpson’s Patent” seats in the “Park” (Annual Report 
1907, p. 53; 1908, p. 19). 

 

 
 

 
 

Figure
Period black and white postcard, c.1910, of Osmond Gardens.  Note the rusticated timber foot bridge, the open grassed culvert watercourse, young trees planted, use of small rockeries and shrubs at the intersections of pathways.  Source:  
private collection. 
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Works on establishing Osmond Garden appears to have continued in 1908.  Pelzer also 
discovered that he had to address the poor drainage of the Garden and to change the open drain 
alignment and its configuration: 
 

In Osmond Park the work of trenching the beds and the levelling and planting of lawns has been 
completed : 24 trees, 86 shrubs, eight climbers, and 14 palms have been planted.  The course of the open 
storm-water drain, which runs through this park, has been made winding; the banks of the drain have 
been sloped and planted wit various shrubs and trees.  The erection of three rustic bridges and the making 
of paths and entrances is in hand (Annual Report 1908, p. 44). 

 
Notwithstanding these drainage works he again had to regrade the stormwater drains in 1913 
(Annual Report 1913, pp. 49, 62). 
 
The creation of Osmond Garden proved a community success, and obviously attracted 
considerable use and community pride although it was not forthrightly stated in the media.  The 
Mayor Frank Johnson sought to quote the best letters from the newspapers in his 1909 Annual 
Report, with one letter referring specifically to Osmond Garden. 
 

Such a letter was received on Monday from Mr J.G. Russell, the Commissioner of Insolvency.  Mr Russell 
wrote as follows:-  “I heartily congratulate the council upon the success of planting Osmond Park, and I 
only wish it were opposite my home on Park Terrace [Greenhill Road].  I have visited it three times 
lately, and I want to tell of my delight in spending an hour there yesterday (Sunday) afternoon.  I 
estimated that about 300 persons were there.  One could see their intense appreciation.  They were enjoying 
the rest on seats, walking about admiring the beautiful flowers, and lying and sitting all over the lawns.  
The children I particular gave me much pleasure.  They seemed to revel on the grassy slopes of what were so 
recently an untidy and dirty depression, used as a gutter for storm waters.  As t the centre piece of 
rockwork and flowers, I should like your Council to see it for themselves.  Recently, in Brisbane, I visited 
the Botanic Gardens, and I can assure you that that at the present time there is nothing in that garden to 
compare with the centre flower-bed of Osmond Park.  It was gratifying yesterday to see the good conduct of 
the children; not a flower was touched, and the whole work seemed to be highly appreciated.  It seemed to 
me that no money spent by the Council could do more good for the citizens.”  The letter was read to the 
Adelaide City Council at its meeting on Monday afternoon, and evoked general expressions of 
gratification from members (Annual Report 1909, p. 44, quoting The Advertiser 2 February 1909). 

 
As a culmination to this investment in Osmond Garden, the Corporation placed one of the 
three ornamental fountains associated with the Jubilee Exhibition Building and Exhibition into 
the Garden in November 1909.  The gift, through the generosity of the Premier Thomas Price 
was also accompanied by the gift of one 16 pound [7.2kg] field siege gun, bearing the year 1873, 
from the Largs Bay Fort.  The cast iron fountain, cast by Andrew Handyside & Co in Derby and 
London, was eventually removed and stored, but re-surfaced in 1971 and was positioned, where 
it remains today, in Rundle Mall opposite Adelaide Arcade.  The siege gun was also removed and 
its present whereabouts is unknown although it possibly was re-located back to the Largs Bay 
Fort (Annual Report 1909, pp. 48, 63, 64, 65). 
 
Planting work also continued.  Additional plantings of 13 trees, 24 shrubs and 2 palms occurred 
in the Garden together with the erection of iron-hoops and wire-netting to protect the flower 
beds.  The Garden was also entirely fenced in post and wire fencing, several entrance gates were 
erected for public access at this time, and a public toilet was erected in 1910 in this Garden 
“with the latest improved sanitary fittings.”  In the following year Pelzer arranged for the 
planting of shrubberies around the toilet block, and a Kaffir-Apple (Dovyalis caffra) hedge of 204 
plants along the Garden’s eastern perimeter fence was also planted.  During 1912 he shifted the 
fence further eastwards “so as to prevent horses, grazing in the adjoining park, from damaging 
the hedges growing along the fence,” and erected a “rustic pergola … for climbing roses to grow 
over.”  An additional “rustic arch, 10 feet [3.0m] across and 4 feet [1.2m] deep, has been erected 

[in 1914], and wisterias [Wisteria spp.] and virginian creepers [Parthenocissus quinquefolia] have been 
planted against it (Annual Report 1910, pp. 51, 61; 1911, p. 64; 1912, p. 98; 1914, p. 80). 
 
On 31 August 1912 the first Wattle Day plantings were undertaken in Adelaide, inaugurated by 
the Australian Wattle Day League, and plantings were undertaken by kindergarten children and 
staff organised by the Kindergarten Union of South Australia and the Corporation.  Plantings 
occurred in Osmond Garden of some 11 trees and 14 shrubs, adjacent to Lewis Cohen Drive, 
near the Bowden Railway Station, and in Kingston Gardens within the City of Adelaide (Annual 
Report 1912, pp. 11, 63, 98; Thornton nd, p. 1). 
 

 
 

 
 
The Garden also commenced hosting regular band concerts by arrangement with the South 
Australian Band Association.  An additional 3 wattle trees were planted in 1914 also as part of 
the Day’s activities (Annual Report 1912, pp. 11, 63, 98; 1914, pp. 72, 80; 1915, p. 35; 1916, p. 30; 
1917, p. 25; 1918, p. 25; 1919,p. 28; 1920, p. 15; 1921, p. 24; 1922, p. 19; 1923, p. 18; 1924, p. 30; 
1925, p. 14; 1926, p. 25; 1928, p. 28; 1929, p. 25; 1930, p. 18; 1930-31, p. 21; 1931-32, p. 26; 
1933, p. 22; 1934-35, p. 24; 1935-36, p. 33; 1936-37, p. 20; 1937-38, p. 11; 1938-39, p. 28). 
 
In 1912 Pelzer proposed a planting program for both sides of Glen Osmond Road, including 
the ‘Ponder’ bicycle track.  During 1913 some 150 English Elms (Ulmus procera) were planted 
(Annual Report 1912, pp. 63, 101; 1913, p. 64). 
 
From 1912 onwards Pelzer undertook minor maintenance and planting works at Osmond 
Garden.  In 1915 a small Golden Privet (Ligustrum ovalifolium ‘Aureum’) hedge was added, and a 
sump sunk in the “southern lawn for the purpose of draining storm water from the footpath.”  
Two rustic bridges were also erected and 2 further tennis courts laid out.  During 1923 he 
replaced and repaired several rustic bridges, railings, and arches in the Garden.  He also 
excavated “two sumps, each 5 feet [1.5m] square and 5 feet [1.5m] deep, … [that were] sunk in 
the lawn near the pathway parallel with Glen Osmond Road for the purpose of draining the 

Figure 
Photograph taken in c.1913 of the original rusticated timber bandstand erected in Osmond Garden by Pelzer.  
Note the creative rusticated use of timber in constructing the bandstand, the use of metal hoops to edge garden 
beds, and the large leaf foliage plants evident in the garden beds.  Source:  ACC Archives HP0594 
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pathway of storm-water.  Even this drainage work did not apparently resolve the situation.  
Pelzer was again modifying pathways to address surface stormwater ponding in 1925.  In 1928 
he deposited a large quantity of filling “along the division fence of Osmond Garden, so as to 
prevent stormwater from flooding the paths” (Annual Report 1915, pp. 66, 67; 1916, p. 43; 1923, 
p. 36; 1925, p. 33; 1928, p. 44). 
 
From 1917 onwards Pelzer undertook little further management works to Wita Wirra/Park 18.  
In 1918 he replaced a footbridge opposite Louisa Street.  In 1926 some 22 chains of fencing 
were replaced, including the provision of two small gates and one large gate (Annual Report 1926, 
p. 42). 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 
Detail extract of a ‘Plan of the City of Adelaide’ prepared by the City Engineer dated 1917 depicting the 
intricate pathway system extant in “Osmond Gardens” in the north-eastern corner of Wita Wirra/Park 18 
together with the position f the bandstand and a very abstract representation of ornamental tree planting in 
Wita Wirra/Park 18.   Source:  ACC Archives.  

Figure 
Extract of a ‘Plan of the City of Adelaide’ prepared by the City Engineer dated 1917 depicting “Osmond 
Gardens” in the north-eastern corner of Wita Wirra/Park 18, the north-south demarcation line between 
Osmond Garden and the main recreation areas of Wita Wirra/Park 18 and extant pedestrian routes across 
Wita Wirra/Park 18.  Source:  ACC Archives.  
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Figures 
Above: a photograph of Osmond Garden in 1928 looking south-south-east depicting the gravelled pathway 
system and extant mature ornamental trees including the partially-obscured Lombardy Poplar (Populus nigra 
Italica’), and a timber rusticated foot bridge in the middle.  Source:  ACC Archives HP0143. 
Below:  a photograph of Osmond Garden in c.1930 at the pedestrian bridge looking north depicting the 
extensive pollarding and tree lopping in progress on the site vegetation, a simple timber bridge design , and a 
circular seat around an now removed mature specimen of possibly a Moreton Bay Fig (Ficus macrophylla).  
Source:  ACC Archives HP0593. 

Figures 
Above: a photograph of Osmond Garden in c.1928 looking south-east depicting the gravelled pathway system 
and extant mature ornamental trees of English Elm (Ulmus procera), Norfolk Island Hibiscus (Lagunaria 
patersonii), and White Cedar (Melia azedarach var australascia) and the young plantings of palm specimens, with 
garden beds on the path intersections.  Source:  ACC Archives HP0143. 
Below:  a photograph of Osmond Garden in 1928looking east also depicting the mature vegetation in the 
Gardens including a large mature Silky Oak (Grevillea robusta), Lombardy Poplar (Populus nigra Italica’), a timber 
rusticated foot bridge in the middle right, and young specimens of Windmill Palm (Trachycarpus fortunei) in the 
left foreground.  Source:  City of Adelaide 1928, np. 
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Because of the continuing band activities in the Osmond Garden, the Corporation considered a 
proposal by Pelzer in 1924 to erect a bandstand in the Garden.  The proposal was heard but the 
matter deferred until the 1925 budget (Annual Report 1924, p. 5, 30). 
 
In 1930 the Corporation approved expenditure to plant 114 ash (Fraxinus sp) along the sides of 
Hutt Street from South Terrace to Greenhill Road (Annual Report 1930, p. 15).  These appear to 
be the extant Desert Ash (Fraxinus angustifolia ssp oxycarpa) present today. 
 
On 29 February 1932 Pelzer retired and the Corporation commenced a reorganisation of the 
City Gardener’s Branch (Annual Report 1931-32, p. 27).  Following Pelzer’s retirement a sequence 
of gardeners and a change of commitment to the gardens and the Park Lands is evident 
throughout Adelaide notwithstanding the Centenary of South Australia celebrations in 1936.   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
During March – August 1957 the Town Clerk, Colonel William CD Veale, undertook a study 
tour of council organisations and facilities in Europe and North America, and submitted his 
reports on various topics in October 1958.  Report No. 4 (1958) dealt with Parks and Gardens 
(Veale 1958) and made sweeping recommendations towards the renovation and development of 
several parks around the Park Lands, together with redevelopment of the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri edges and the development of an 18-hole golf course.  There were no 
specific recommendations for Wita Wirra/Park 18. 
 

Figure 
Extract of an 1990 aerial photograph of the City of Adelaide depicting Osmond Garden indicating that much of 
the 1936 pathway system is still extant, the semi-circular feature garden in the centre of the Garden, the positions 
of the mature trees also evident in the 1936 photograph, the extant mature north-south aligned Golden Privet 
(Ligustrum ovalifolium ‘Aurea’) hedge and the excision of the Garden undertaken to insert the Himelji Garden into 
the north-eastern corner of Osmond garden.  Source:  ACC Archives. 

Figure 
Extract of a 1936 aerial photograph of metropolitan Adelaide depicting Wita Wirra/Park 18 with the established 
Osmond Garden in the upper right with possibly a feature since-removed large mature Moreton Bay Fig (Ficus 
macrophylla) in the centre of the Gardens now occupied by a semi-circular plant feature garden, the intricate 
gravelled pedestrian pathway system in the Garden, the extant open creek watercourse east-west across the upper 
portion of the Garden, the dense north-south aligned Golden Privet (Ligustrum ovalifolium ‘Aurea’) hedge, and 
extant perimeter and street tree plantings along the northern, eastern and south-western flanks of Wita 
Wirra/Park 18.  Source:  University of Adelaide. 



3.0  ADELAIDE PARK LANDS & SQUARES 

WITA WIRRA : 283 

 
 

 
 
During the early 1960s the state government started investigating options for the construction of 
a freeway network through and to serve the growing Adelaide metropolitan region.  The 
Metropolitan Adelaide Transportation Scheme (MATS) was published in 1962 prompting 
considerable community angst from the very detailed freeway construction proposals set out in 
the report that include an underground public transport tunnel under King William Road 
connecting the Glenelg tram route with the northern tram routes.  In terms of Wita Wirra/Park 
18 no freeway plans were proposed but a major north-south major roadway was proposed 
through southern Adelaide linking with Frome Street/Road and diverting traffic from Glen 
Osmond directly through the middle of Wita Wirra/Park 18 and the large portion of Osmond 
Garden. 
 
On 12 November 1965 an English Elm (Ulmus procera) was planted by Guide Leader Miss Jean 
Wood opposite the Guide House in South Terrace.  On 21 February 1993 a Malus ssp tree with 
plaque was planted and unveiled near the Himeji Garden entrance to record the services of Mrs 
Ann Millhouse (1939-1992) AM to the Girl Guides Association. 
 
On 19 April 1982, Adelaide and the ancient Japanese city of Himeji became Sister Cities.  As 
part of this commitment, the Corporation invited the development of a garden to commemorate 
and strengthen this agreement.  Positioned in a portion of the Osmond Garden, part of the 
Pelzer designed garden was disturbed to accommodate this feature.  The Garden was opened in 
1985 and joint plaques in English and Japanese unveiled in November 1990.  Conceptually, the 
Himeji Garden contains traditional Japanese garden design features possessing religious and 
natural associations and references.  “The Garden blends two classic styles.  The first is the 

‘senzui’ (lake and mountain garden), where water and the imagination create images of vastness 
and grandeur.  The second is the ‘kare senzui’ (dry garden), where rocks and sand evoke the 
presence of water, even the sea itself” (ACC 2004, np). 
 

 
 

 
 
In 1998 botanist Andrew Crompton surveyed Wita Wirra/Park 18 for its extant native 
vegetation in preparation of possible wetlands developments in the South Park Lands 
(Crompton 1998, pp. 17, 27). 
 
Amery (1997; 2002: 270) proposed the toponym Witangga, meaning ‘peppermint gum forest’, to 
this park.  The term recognises wita meaning ‘peppermint gum’ and –ngga meaning ‘location’.  
This toponym has been adopted, in part, for use by the Corporation. 
 
At present, Wita Wirra/Park 18 has a diverse number of uses.  It is a mixture of “open turfed 
areas, formal gardens, including the Japanese Himeji Gardens and pockets of planted exotic and 
Australian tree species” (Long 2003: 46).  Wita Wirra/Park 18 consists today of possessing the 
underpinning plantings and planting design pattern as proposed by Brown in his Report (1880) 
mixed with open park lands and intensive display gardens.  Most the perimeter planting strategy 
and tree species reflect this approach albeit in a more austere selection as to species.  The 
perimeters are dominated by Sugar Gums (Eucalyptus cladocalyx), Aleppo Pines (Pinus halepensis), 
River Red Gums (Eucalyptus camaldulensis).  Thus, because of the date and irregularity of the 
planting, the age and character of Wita Wirra/Park 18 visually bears little of this philosophical 
approach.  
 

Figure 
Colour plan of Himeji Garden as published in an information pamphlet by the Corporation indicating the spatial 
features of the Garden.  Source: ACC. 

Figure 
Extract of a plan for a freeway ring-route around the City of Adelaide, but specifically indicating a proposal for a 
north-south roadway down  Frome Street/Road that would cut through southern Adelaide and thereupon cut 
through the centre of Osmond Garden and Wita Wirra/Park 18 inter-connecting with and diverting the Glen 
Osmond Road traffic.  Source: Metropolitan Adelaide Transportation Scheme 1962, figure 14. 
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