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Minno Yerta/Park 21W 
 
Historical Overview:  Site Context 
Arising from Light’s plan, Minno Yerta/Park 21W consists of 31ha of land bounded by 
Goodwood and Greenhill Roads, Lewis Cohen Avenue and South Terrace.  Originally Minno 
Yerta/Park 21W was envisaged as comprising the entire Walyo Yerta/Park 21 + Minno 
Yerta/Park 21W, comprising 62ha, thus the same numerical designation.  With the designation 
and construction of Lewis Cohen Drive, the area to the west was designated Minno Yerta/Park 
21W and the core area designated Walyo Yerta/Park 21.  In various Corporation documents in 
the 1880s-1940s Minno Yerta/Park 21W was known as “Reserve 21A” and distinct from “Park 
21W”.  In essence no boundary changes have occurred subsequent to the spatial survey of the 
Park except to spatially split Walyo Yerta/Park 21 into two equal portions. 
 
 
Historical Overview: Aboriginal Associations 
There are no specific references to Kaurna sites or activities, pre-contact or post-contact, for 
Minno Yerta/Park 21W (Hemming 1998; Draper et al 2005).   
 
Draper et al, however, points to the likelihood that given the presence of the South Park Lands 
(Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22) Creek that is corroborated 
by oral evidence that the South Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, 
Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and 
Wikaparndo/Park 22) was a landscape regularly occupied for encampments, food harvesting, 
burials, and hunting activities.  Traditional camping ceased in the 1860s when the Aboriginals 
were ‘driven out’ from this portion of the Park Lands, and period references allude to camps 
being “torched” or “burnt out” forcing urgent vacation from the South Park Lands 
(Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22).  Despite this it is probable 
that burial sites exist along the flanks of the South Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita 
Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno 
Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22) Creek or original watercourse line, and there is 
evidence that the Kaurna associate parts of the South Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita 
Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno 
Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22) with ‘spiritual danger’ but it unclear whether this is 
a contemporary and or pre-1836 appreciation (Draper et al 2005, p. 72). 
 
There are however some general references to Kaurna and Aboriginal use of the South Park 
Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, and Wikaparndo/Park 22) that point to the regular use 
of the South Park Lands as a camping venue.   
 
An early colonist, Mr Chaik recalled,  
 

During the well known battle in the south parklands the Adelaide people used no shields or throwing 
sticks but just dodged and ducked to avoid their opponents missiles.  The natives who came up from 
Goolwa carried womeras [sic] (Chaik, 7 November 1926, in Tindale quoted Hemming 1998, p. 
56). 

 
Early Lutheran missionary Schurmann also referred to Aboriginal encampments in the South 
Park Lands, implying that the site was used following a death at the locality: 
 

Two months later they were still away from the Location.  Not a single native has come back to 
Piltawodlinga.  A few are on the opposite side of town (Schurmann in Hemming 1998, p. 56). 

 
Kaurna descendent, Veronica Brodie, also recalled the South Park Lands as a camping place.  
“Her mother was born in a camp in Glenelg … and Veronica remembers her talking about 
people camping in the South Park Lands sometimes on the way through to Glenelg” (Veronica 
Brodie pers. comm., 1998, quoted in Hemming 1998, p. 56; Draper et al 2005, p. 72). 
 
 
Historical Overview:  Post Contact Associations 
From the 1850s to the late 1870s Minno Yerta/Park 21W was used for grazing, fire wood 
collection, and agistment.  It was fenced in white-painted timber post and wire in the late 1860s, 
and by this time most of the indigenous vegetation had been effectively removed from Minno 
Yerta/Park 21W. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
In August 1867 O’Brien wrote to Mayor HR Fuller advising of extensive tree planting works 
that were carried out over the previous autumn planting season under his care.  The list is 
extensive and valuable to consider.  Further, O’Brien records where these specimens were being 
generally planted but unfortunately not the specific details of these plantings per place.  
Specimens included “Laurels [Laurus nobilis; 249 in number], Oleanders [Nerium oleander; 216], 
Moreton Bay Figs [Ficus macrophylla; 6], China Privet [Ligustrum lucidum; 21], Stone Pines [Pinus 
pinea; 78], Native Pines [Callitris/Casuarina/Allocasuarina ssp; 1,627], Cupressus [Cupressus ssp; 
24], White Cedar [Melia azedarach var australisca; 12], Gums [Eucalyptus/Corymbia ssp; 4,450], 
Poplars [Populus ssp; 100], Olives [Olea europaea; 10,600], Ficus [Ficus ssp; 99], Oaks [Quercus ssp; 
280], Laurestinas [sic; Viburnum tinus; 149], Laburnums [Laburnum x watereri; 48], Sycamors [sic; 

Figure 
Extract of a Map of Adelaide dated 11 February 1865 as prepared by the City Surveyor.  The plan depicts a tree 
plantation along the southern side of South Terrace, of which little evidence of this tree plantation exists today, 
and a lack of tree planting elsewhere in Minno Yerta/Park 21W.  Source:  ACC Archives. 
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Platanus ssp; 48], Elms [Ulmus ssp; 6], Walnuts [Juglans regia; 24], Pomegranates [Punica granatum; 
2], Ash [Fraxinus ssp; 50], Aristolochias [Aristolochia ssp; 74]. Evergreen Oaks [Quercus ilex; 24], 
Whitethorn [Crataegus monogyna; 30], Acacias [Acacia/Robinia ssp; 14], Ches[t]nuts [Castanea sativa; 
18], also, about one thousand willow [Salix ssp] and poplar [Populus ssp] cuttings, making a grand 
total of about 19,249 plants.”  In addition, O’Brien records donations of an unspecified number 
poplar (Populus ssp), rose (Rosa ssp), herbaceous plants and bulbs, willow (Salix ssp), bamboo 
(Bambusa ssp), privet (Ligustrum ssp), weeping willows (Salix babylonica), and five mulberries 
(Morus ssp) from various individuals.  These were planted in various locations throughout the 
municipality including along “Both sides of the River Torrens” from Albert Bridge to the Weir 
(Karrawirra/Park 12, Tarndanya Womma/Park 26); along East, West, North and South 
Terraces; along the “North Terrace Esplanade”; in the East Park Lands (Kadlitpinna/Park 13, 
Mullawirraburka/Park 14, Ityamaiitpinna/Park 15); in Victoria, Hindmarsh and Light Squares; 
along Unley Road through the Park Lands (Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20); along the 
Slaughterhouse Road (Tuyla Wodli/Park 27); behind the Cattle Yards in North Terrace 
adjoining the River (Tulya Wodli/Park 27); and, “19 native pines” to surround the house at the 
“old Botanic Gardens” (Tainmundilla/Park 11) (Letter from W O’Brien to the Mayor, 19 
August 1867; ACC Archives).   
 
This is an important inventory as it presents the most detailed account of the great number of 
trees that O’Brien was planting but also the typical species he was seeking to establish in the late 
1860s in the municipality and the Park Lands.  His preference was clearly towards a mixture of 

indigenous British and Mediterranean species, but interestingly demonstrates a strong overall 
preference to Australian native species including “Pines ... [and] Gums.”  Unfortunately where 
these specimens are being planted is unclear but it is known that O’Brien was planting 
shelterbelts or avenues of Eucalypts ssp along the entrance roadways, through the Park Lands, 
including “both sides of Unley Road” (Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20), to the City of 
Adelaide.  The other important point is that a large number of Olive (Olea europaea) trees are 
being planted, and O’Brien mentions the East Park Lands (Kadlitpinna/Park 13, 
Mullawirraburka/Park 14, Ityamaiitpinna/Park 15) and the Slaughterhouse Road (Tuyla 
Wodli/Park 27) as planting venues without stating the species.  It is very likely, given the age of 
tree specimens in these areas today, that this was when the majority of these Olive (Olea europaea) 
were planted in these two areas.  O’Brien also stated, as a “postscript,” that several young trees 
had been vandalised in Hindmarsh and Light Squares “by some mischievous persons” resulting 
in repeat plantings being undertaken (Letter from W O’Brien to the Mayor, 19 August 1867; 
ACC Archives).   
 
In 1876 Townsend Duryea undertook a panorama photograph of Adelaide from the 
Corporation’s Town Hall tower.  The scene for Minno Yerta/Park 21W is of a relatively un-
vegetated landscape, with a line of trees along the eastern flank of Goodwood Road, but 
otherwise no other plantings. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
During 1878-79 the Corporation undertook extensive erection of new fencing and repairs to the 
exiting fencing of the south and western Park Lands.  In the south, most of this work involved 
the erection of new fencing of white painted post and rail with 2-3 strands of wire.  Access gates 
for pedestrians and vehicles were also included in these works (Annual Report 1878-79, pp. 77-
78). 
 
With the engagement of John Ednie Brown to prepare a Report on a System of Planting the Adelaide 
Park Lands (1880) Brown recorded that the area consisted of a light scatter of planted trees and 
plantations with no logic as to location and species selection.  In examining Minno Yerta/Park 
21W Brown concluded that it was characterised by: 
 

… a very exposed character, and is within direct influences of the sea breeze.  The soil composing the site is 
somewhat variable.  In places—especially on the eastern portion—it is of a good deep marly-clay-loam in 
various proportions o depth and quality; in others, we find it a good deep red loam; whole on the ridges and 
other parts—particularly on the western portion—it is a thin calcareous grit with a stratum of limestone 
beneath, which in places rises to the surface.  Over a considerable portion of the ground under notice—
particularly on the lower-lying parts of it—the soil is more or less impregnated with saline matter (Brown 
1880, p. 16). 

Figure
Extract of Townsend Duryea’s panoramic photograph taken from the Corporation’s Town Hall tower in 1865 looking south-west across the north-west corner of Victoria Square, with Minno Yerta/Park 21W being in the centre rear of 
the photograph with a scrubby line of dark foliage vegetation that represents the only physical evidence of extant vegetation on Minno Yerta/Park 21W at the time.  Source:  History Trust of South Australia. 
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With this assessment Brown concluded that Minno Yerta/Park 21W was “not the most 
favourable one for planting operations.”  He noted the existing plantations that had been 
established in the locality along the South Terrace frontage and a “few clumps here and there” in 
the Park.  These tree species were recorded at River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) and 
(Tasmanian?) Blue Gum (Eucalyptus globulus), and also their poorly condition as the “site is most 
unsuitable for the kinds of trees planted on it.”  The exception was the trees along South Terrace 
that were much healthier.  “Besides, Gums are not to be recommended as shade-producing 
trees, and South Terrace being considerably exposed to the south-west winds, the plantation in 
the Park Lands opposite to it ought to be of such a character as will temper these to the greatest 
extent” (Brown 1880, p.16). 
 
Drawing upon the above assessment Brown still proposed the incorporation of the “most 
important of these clumps … in the plantations which I am about to propose.” His other 
constraint was devising a strategy, given the “exposure of the site necessitating a special system 
of planting.”  Brown’s specific recommendations were quite detailed and it is valuable to quote 
most of the instructions: 

 
Round the boundaries of this block I have to suggest that a plantation be formed of the dimensions at the 
various points, as represented on the Plan.  The planting of the most exposed portions of it—the south and 
west boundaries—I recommend to be made up with wattles [Acacia ssp] as nurses in the manner 
described above. 

 

The inside of the Park I propose to lay off with clumps of trees having the sinuous boundaries represented.  
If formed in the way shown, the plantations would have a better chance of throwing off the blasts from the 
north-west, and the trees would in consequence succeed better upon the ground than it the clumps were laid 
off in square; besides, the effect from the Terrace in the one case would far exceed that of the other in a 
picturesque point of view (Brown 1880, p. 17). 
 

In discussing his planting strategy Brown referred to a plant ‘nurse’ strategy.  This a conventional 
shelterbelt strategy employed today whereby fast growing species are planted to provide shade 
and protection to enable slower growing and upper storey species to gain a foothold in the 
plantation.  Brown described this strategy as follows: 

 
In planting here, I advise that the trees be inserted from sixteen to twenty-five feet [7.62m] apart, one 
from another, according to the dimensions which each kind is likely to attain to on the site at maturity, 
and that wattles be sown amongst them as “nurses” to a distance of about three feet [0.9m] over all the 
ground (Brown 1880: 17). 

 
In summation Brown (1880, p. 18) proposed the following species for Minno Yerta/Park 21W 
according to the particular soil type evident: 
 
 

XIV Suggestions for the Improvement of the Western portion of the South Park 
Lands 
 
I give the following list of those kinds of trees which, in my opinion, might be planted in the Park under 
notice with every chance of success:- 
 
On Saline Ground 

 
Nomenclature as used by 
JE Brown (1880) 

Current Scientific Nomenclature Current Common Name 

Pinus Pinaster  Pinus pinaster Maritime Pine, Cluster Pine 
P. Maritima Pinus nigra var maritima Corsican Pine 
P. Radiata Pinus radiata Monterey Pine 
P. Halepensis Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine 
Ailanthus Glandulo Ailanthus altissima Tree-of-heaven 
Melaleuca Trichostachya ?  
M. Leucadendron Melaleuca leucadendron Weeping Paperbark 

 
On Limestone Sites 

 
Nomenclature as used by 
JE Brown (1880) 

Current Scientific Nomenclature Current Common Name 

Casuarina Stricta Allocasuarina stricta Drooping She-oak, Mountain 
Oak 

Robinia pseudacacia Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust, False Acacia 
Pinus Halepensis Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine 
P. Laricio Pinus nigra var. maritima Corsican Pine 
Ficus Macrophylla Ficus macrophylla Moreton Bay Fig 
Cypress (the common 
sorts) 

Cupressus spp. Cypress ssp 

The Olive Tree (Olea) Olea europaea Common Olive 
 

On Good Deep Loamy Soils 
 

Nomenclature as used by 
JE Brown (1880) 

Current Scientific Nomenclature Current Common Name 

Pinus Halepensis Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine 

Figure 
Plan 1 of the South Park Lands as detailed by John Ednie Brown in his Report on a System of Planting the Adelaide 
Park Lands (1880).  Note the extensive perimeter tree planting along South Terrace, Goodwood Road and Park 
Terrace (Greenhill Road) as proposed, and the use of tree clumps or ‘islands’ in the Park Lands within.  Source:  
Brown 1880. 
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Pinus Maritima Pinus nigra var maritima Corsican Pine 
Pinus Pinaster Pinus pinaster Maritime Pine, Cluster Pine 
Pinus Radiata Pinus radiata Monterey Pine 
Pinus Pinaster Pinus pinaster Maritime Pine, Cluster Pine 
Schinus Molle Schinus aeria var  molle Pepper Tree 
Cedrus Deodara Cedrus deodara Deodar Cedar, Himalayan 

Cedar 
Ulmus Suberosa Quercus suber Cork Oak 
Ulmus Montana Ulmus glabra Scotch Elm, Wych Elm 
Robinia pseudacacia Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust, False Acacia 
Ficus Macrophylla Ficus macrophylla Moreton Bay Fig 
Lagunaria Patersonii Lagunaria patersonii Pyramid Tree, Norfolk Island 

Hibiscus 
Casuarina stricta Allocasuarina stricta Drooping She-oak, Mountain 

Oak 
Cupressus (several) Cupressus spp.  
Acacia (several) Acacia spp.  
Frenela robusta Grevillea robusta Silky Oak 

 
With Brown’s appointment as ‘Supervisor of the Plantations’, upon the invitation of City of 
Adelaide Mayor Edwin Smith in April 1882, Brown commenced foundational work in 
implementing parts of the Report’s (1880) recommendations.  The City Gardener (1867-83), 
William Pengilly (1825-1911) was advised that Brown shall have “general supervision of the tree 
planting in the Park Lands” and to “render Mr. Brown every facility for this purpose …” (Town 
Clerk’s Dept Outwards Letter Book, 1882/602/18).  A fractious relationship occurred with 
Brown and Pengilly, and a specific incident over street tree plantings along Barton Terrace West 
prompted Brown’s resignation from this position in August 1882.  While the Corporation 
sought to remedy the situation, continued disobedience and contrary activities by the City 
Gardener and his workforce eventually prompted Brown’s formal resignation on 1 June 1883.  
In his letter of resignation he wrote “I must for the sake of professional reputation, seek to be 
relieved of the responsibility.”   
 
With this decision the Corporation determined to sack the City Gardener, and therein had a 
series of City Gardeners until such time as August Pelzer (1862-1934) was appointed City 
Gardener (1899-1934) in mid 1899. 
 
With Pelzer’s appointment a rigorous planting program of the Park Lands was commenced and 
it appears that Pelzer somewhat faithfully referred to and used Brown’s Report (1880) as the 
guiding master plan for this planting activities. 
 
During 1883 Pengilly planted some 500 trees, of various species, in the South Park Lands 
(Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Yerta/Park 21W, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22).  The species and locations 
planted are unclear but given Pengilly’s planting approach they were more likely to be in lines 
along the roadsides of each Park Land block (Annual Report 1882-83, p. 135).   
 
In the subsequent financial year the Corporation acquired a substantial amount of fencing 
materials from England, including wrought iron posts, wrought iron field gates, cast iron corner 
posts, galvanized iron pillars together with 117,950 yards (107,853m) of 7-ply galvanized wire.  
The purpose was to totally replace the existing “old and dilapidated post and two rail fence” that 
enclosed most of the Park Land blocks to the Terraces.  The cast iron posts and pillars were 
marked with “Iron Duke” and “Letterewe” branding. Upon arrival, the Park Lands and Gardens 
staff commenced the process of re-fencing the Park Lands (Annual Report 1883-84, pp. 56-57).   
 
William H Campbell, as Park Lands Ranger, trialled this new fencing on South Terrace and 
found that he could erect it at a cost of 2¼d. per foot.  His conclusions were that the fencing 

was cost-effective, ornamental, offered opportunities for addition access points, and “in a 
measure complies with Councillor [William] Bullock’s intention to allow of perambulators, &c., 
having access to our reserves.”  Notwithstanding this purchase, staff often proceeded with re-
fencing works using old materials (Annual Report 1884-85, pp. 102-103). 
 
During 1886-87 Campbell re-fenced the western flank of Hutt Street with “old fencing” 
materials, and also extensive lengths along South Terrace and Park (now Greenhill Road) 
Terrace.  These works were part of a continuous fencing maintenance program that Campbell 
undertook in the 1880s in the South Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, 
Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Yerta/Park 21W, 
Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22) that included the flanks of Glen Osmond Road, Peacock Road, 
Greenhill Road, Goodwood Road, South Terrace, Bay Road (now Anzac Highway) and Hutt 
Street (Annual Report 1886-87, p. 112; 1888-89, pp. 134-135; 1889-90, pp. 118-120). 
 
In 1898 the Wattle Blossom Society was formed in Adelaide, the first such organisation in 
Australia.  This society was the precursor to the later national-based Wattle Day League.  The 
first meeting was held in the Town Hall chaired by the Lady Mayoress, Mrs Alexander W Ware, 
and whom was elected the first President of the League.  Wattle Day was first celebrated in 
Adelaide in 1910, commencing of the first Saturday in September each year.  In 1910 the many 
buildings and statues in Adelaide were dressed in garlands of wattle (Acacia ssp).  The 
Corporation supported this initiative “unanimously in accord” as celebrating patriotic ideals and 
national sentiments (Thornton, nd, p. 1). 
 
In August 1899 August Wilhelm Pelzer was appointed as ‘City Gardener’ to the Corporation.  At 
the same time Councillor William Ponder was appointed to chair a new Tree Planting 
Committee.  Both proved “indefatigable” personalities with mutually compatible objectives, and 
over the next 20 years set in place a major renovation to the squares, plantations, streets and 
park lands with an extensive tree planting program and “firmly established on a scientific basis” 
the City Gardener’s department (Annual Report 1899-1900, p. 104). 
 
From 1900-1910 Pelzer undertook a major renewal of plantings in the South Park Lands 
(Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Yerta/Park 21W, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22).  Several new plantations 
were established, existing plantations reinforced with additional plantings, and a program of dead 
or diseased tree removal and replanting employed.  During 1901 “avenues of white cedars [Melia 
azedarach var australasica] in the South … Park Lands … [were] trimmed and the dead wood has 
been removed.”  During 1901 Pelzer obtained three thousand roots of Paspalum dilatatum (a 
fodder grass) from New South Wales for experimentation in the South Park Lands 
(Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Yerta/Park 21W, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22).  While many of the 
specimens arrived mouldy Pelzer proceeded with trialling the healthy specimens in the South 
Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarrilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, 
Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Yerta/Park 21W, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22), and obtained 
newer specimens for planting in the North and East Park Lands.  He also erected new foot gates 
and slip-gates into many of the fences.   
 
Notwithstanding this planting agenda, re-fencing of Park Land blocks was a continual need.  
Pelzer’s observation was that “the old Park Lands fences are in a bad condition, and I hope that 
provision will be made for gradually substituting sawn posts and wires for the old split post and 
rail fencing.”  During 1901 fences were erected along Bay Road (Anzac Highway) of sawn jarrah 
posts and galvanised wires by Messes. Geo Wills & Co using their ‘Anchor’ patented fencing 
(Annual Report 1901, p. 31; 1904, pp. 39, 74). 
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During the 1900s Councillor Ponder instigated a bicycle path construction initiative for the 
Corporation and it is perhaps appropriate that one of the first paths created was named in his 
honour.  While ‘Ponder Avenue’, along the southern side of Glen Osmond Road, was 
constructed in 1901-02, “on both sides of “Cohen Avenue,” the pathways [were also formed] for 
the use of cyclists, and afford a short route for reaching the western portion of the City than 
hitherto” in 1903.  These works comprised some 39 chains of formed surface (Annual Report 
1903, p. 27). 
 
In 1902-03 the Corporation commenced the construction of the proposed ‘Lewis Cohen Drive’ 
comprising the “initial works of fencing and planting the avenue” (Annual Report 1903, pp. 10-11, 
27-28).  The planting was seen as an opportune event to link with the then annual Arbor Day 
plantings that was eagerly accepted by the Chair of the Adelaide School Board, Corporation 
Alderman C Wells, for 20 June 1902.  This was not the first area planted in Adelaide as part of 
the Arbor Day initiative. 
 

The ceremony was highly successful and [Lord Mayor Lewis Cohen observed that] it was gratifying 
to find that in addition to the hundreds of school children there was a very large gathering of parents and 
others as interested spectators.  I feel sure that the object lesson thus afforded these children will live long in 
their memories and create an interest in the growth and welfare of these trees, which in time to come will be 
a beautiful avenue of English Elm [Ulmus procera] trees (Annual Report 1903, pp. 10-11). 

 
During 1903 Pelzer was instructed to plant 126 Plane Trees (Platanus orientalis) along Lewis 
Cohen Avenue, but he appears to have planted English Elms (Ulmus procera) instead (Annual 
Report 1903, p. 45).  This inner row of English Elms (Ulmus procera) was added to in 1904 with 
the planting of two outer rows, as part of the annual Arbor Day activities by children from the 
south Adelaide school to form a double row of English Elms (Ulmus procera).  Some 131 English 
Elms were planted (Annual Report 1904, pp. 11, 63). 
 
Lord Mayor Lewis Cohen, still chuffed by the proposal by the Corporation to name the avenue 
in his honour, noted that 
 

… it is pleasing to record the marked success which has attended this work … The spirit of mischief 
which possesses the young has been conspicuous by its absence and I am convinced that this healthy state of 
affairs is due in no small measure to the splendid lessons taught the children by these Arbor Day 
Celebrations (Annual Report 1904, p. 11). 

 
Lewis Cohen Drive was officially opened on 1 August 1906 by Mrs Lewis Cohen, wife of the 
Alderman and the ex-Mayor Lewis Cohen.  The current Mayor, Theodore Bruce, perceived that, 
“the thoroughfare, planted as it is on either side with a double row of elm trees [Ulmus procera], 
will be a handsome boulevard in years to come, and already is a great convenience to the 
residents of Wayville” (Annual Report 1906, p. 12). 
 
Street tree plantings continued in subsequent years.  South Terrace was planted in a mixture of 
Oriental Planes (Platanus orientalis) and English Elms (Ulmus procera) during 1903-04 (Annual 
Report 1904, p. 63).  Some “22 various trees” were also planted along the South Terrace frontage 
of the block in 1910 (Annual Report 1910, p. 52).  In 1904 Pelzer proposed the planting of 150 
trees along the east side of Goodwood Road in a plantation, and a scatter of trees through the 
block (Annual Report 1905, p. 42).  In 1906 Pelzer projected the need to plant 150 trees in 
plantations along the east side of Goodwood Road.  Notwithstanding this plan, Pelzer did 
arrange for the planting of “27 pines” in the block, and had to replace “14 gums” damaged by 
the weather (Annual Report 1906, p. 44; 1907, pp. 55, 71, 72).  Whether any of these plantings 
were concentrated along the South Terrace frontage of the block is unclear but certainly several 
of the extant trees date from this period, it would mirror a similar planting strategy that Pelzer 

was developing in Kurrangga/Park 20.  He also provides the functional infrastructure through 
the provision of “2 seats” in this location, and the erection of “two chains of fences, of sawn 
jarrah posts and galvanized wires, with slip panel and gate” (Annual Report 1907, pp. 73; 1908, p. 
46). 
 
During 1904 4½ chains of Waite’s patent wire fencing was erected along the eastern side of 
Goodwood Road, as a trial.  Post spacings were 24 feet (7.3m) apart and the cost was £5 5s. 
(Annual Report 1904, p. 74). 
 
A further Arbor Day planting, by school children, in 1905 resulted in “two clumps of pines 
[Pinus ssp],” comprising 33 pines (Pinus ssp), being planted at “South Terrace West.”  Mayor 
Theodore Bruce observed that “the very extensive area here presented at all times an unbroken 
and barren appearance which will be relieved by the growth of these trees and provide an 
excellent shelter.”  Clump plantings of 22 Sugar Gums (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) were also 
established.  Tree-guards were also erected around these Sugar Gums (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) 
together with additional fencing around “two clumps of trees” in the block (Annual Report 1905, 
pp. 41, 54, 56; 1906, p. 63).  Further plantings occurred around this Drive comprising a further 
“50 pines” and “50 Sugars” (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) were planted on 1 August 1906 on either side 
of the Drive as part of an Arbor Day activity.  Wire-netting was erected around most of these 
new tree plantings “so as to prevent horses from nipping their barks” (Annual Report 1906, pp. 
12, 41, 43, 61). 
 
In 1911 the Corporation appears to have first welcomed the concept of wattle (Acacia ssp) 
plantings in the Park Lands in association with the annual Wattle Day celebrations.  In debating 
the proposal Mayor Lewis Cohen lamented the decline and vandalism of wattle trees in the Park 
Lands (Thornton nd, p. 1). 
 
On 23 August 1915 the Corporation accepted a proposal by the Wattle Day League to establish 
a grove of wattle trees to commemorate the landing of Australian troops at Gallipoli.  The “war 
memorial plantation” was designed by prominent builder Walter C Torode who was also a 
member of the League.  Torode also designed a 12 feet (3.65m) high granite obelisk carrying a 
stone cross, to be positioned in the middle of the “memorial plantation” that was inscribed with 
“Australasian soldiers, Dardenelles, April 25th 1915”.  
 
The site became known colloquially as the ‘Wattle Grove’.  A white granite obelisk and cross was 
erected on this site that was later shifted to the Lundie Garden in Minno Yerta/Park 21W.  The 
site was possibly the first memorial commemorating the Gallipoli landing and Australian fallen 
in Australia.  Each year a memorial service was also held at the site on Wattle Day, and 
numerous wattle trees (Acacia ssp) planted.  By 1940 the ‘Grove’ had become badly neglected, 
and unsuccessful attempts were made to tidy up the grove and its plantings. 
 
The Register reported the design on 17 August 1915 as follows: 
 

It is proposed to fence in an area of about 150ft. square [13.9²m], with entrances from four sides … In 
the centre will be a small obelisk of red-and-grey granite, with the simple inscription “Dardanelles, 
25/4/15.”  Around and above this will be a rustic pavilion, 25ft. [7.6m] in diameter … to have wide 
openings on four sides.  Beyond this an outer circle, with a radius of 33ft. [10m] from the centre will 
provide space for future gatherings.  In this area five trees will be planted as emblems of the Allies.  The 
outer area will be a circle of 66ft. [20.12m] radius, making four quadrants, in which will be planted 72 
wattle trees of assorted variety, with a wide pathway on the outer circle of wattles [Acacia ssp] … The 
main entrance to the park will be through a rustic pergola, over which will be the letters “Wattle Grove, 
1915” (Register 17 August 1915). 
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The opening ceremony, officiated by the Governor General Sir Ronald and Lady Munro 
Ferguson, and the South Australian Governor, Sir Henry and Lady Galway, included the 
unveiling of the obelisk (Thornton nd, pp. 1-2).   
 
Some 140 wattle trees (Acacia ssp) were planted at the site using trees supplied by the Botanic 
Gardens director, John Frederick Bailey: 
 

Various species of the trees were put in order to ensure continuous blooming.  A number of these trees, 
which will be utilised in various parts of the parks and other reserves were supplied by the Board of 
Governors of the Botanic Gardens through the courtesy of the Director (Annual Report 1915, p. 36). 
 
Wattle trees … [were] planted by Their Excellencies the Governor-General and Lady Helen Munro-
Ferguson, His Excellency the Governor and Lady Galway, the Hon the Premier, the Right Worshipful 
the Mayor of Adelaide [AA Simpson], the President and members of the Wattle Day League, and 
other prominent citizens (Annual Report 1915, p. 66). 

 
As part of its establishment, the League entered into an agreement with the Corporation as to 
the use of the plantation.  The League agreed to erect and maintain the ‘Grove’ and fencing, 
while the Corporation agreed to supply regularly the wattle trees (Acacia ssp) and to prepare and 
holes for the trees to be planted in.  Plantings and memorial services were undertaken regularly 
from 1915 until the end of the 1920s.   Guard rails were also erected “opposite the openings to 
the wattle (Acacia ssp) grove so as to prevent cattle from entering.”  In 1916 some 44 trees and 
additional roses were planted.  The Governor and Lady Galway participated in further tree 
planting at the site on 1 September 1917 (Annual Report 1915, pp. 66, 68, 70; 1917, p.42). 
 
In October 1917 the League again approach the Corporation for permission to undertake 
additional wattle (Acacia ssp) plantings near this fenced reserve.  The League proposed the 
reservation of an additional area of land immediately opposite—on the eastern side of Lewis 
Cohen Drive—for this reservation.  The proposal was refused because of the possible impact it 
may have upon existing sporting and recreational facilities on the eastern side, and the 
Corporation proposed land immediately adjacent to and north of the existing wattle (Acacia ssp) 
grove as an alternative.  The alternative proposal was approved by the Corporation on 22 August 
1918 (Annual Report 1918, p. 28; 1919, p. 47).   
 
In 1919 only one wattle tree (Acacia ssp) was planted.  Uniquely it was dropped from an 
aeroplane to commemorate the role of Australian aviators during World War I.  A small bronze 
tablet was placed at the spot where this tree was planted, but the tablet has since been removed 
and is presently in the care of the Corporation (Thornton nd, p. 2). 
 
During 1914-1915 Pelzer commenced levelling works to form an ornamental garden on the 
corner of Goodwood and South Terrace, on the site of a proposed playground.  By 1915 Pelzer 
reported the progress on this activity: 
 

A new garden plot at the corner of South and West Terraces is in course of construction.  The area has 
been ploughed and harrowed, and the necessary alteration to the fencing has been completed.  Two open 
storm water drains in this area have been regraded.  The course of one drain has been altered, and a rustic 
bridge erected across it.  A water services is now being laid, and, when completed, the planting of lawn 
grass will be taken in hand [sic](Annual Report 1915, p. 66). 

 
Pelzer reported in more detail, these works, in the subsequent year: 
 

SOUTH TERRACE GARDEN.—This is a new reserve about 3 acres [1.2ha] in extent, laid out 
and planted near the corner of South Terrace ad Goodwood Road.  Seven couch grass lawns of various 

sizes have been planted. Five and a half chains of paths, 9 feet wide [2.7m], have been formed and made, 
and top-dressed with screenings.  Two rustic bridges have been erected across an open watercourse, and 3 
seats have been erected to date.  Along the eastern and southern boundaries long flower borders have been 
laid out and planted.  A hedge of Kaffir apple [Dovyalis caffra] has been planted along the northern 
boundary.  Groups of ornamental shrubs have been planted in the borders, and trees and palms dotted 
about on the lawns (Annual Report 1916, p. 43). 

 

 
 

 
 
From 1917 onwards Pelzer undertook additional improvements to the ‘South Terrace Garden’.  
A small tool house was also erected to facilitate the maintenance of this new Garden, additional 
drainage works were carried out in 1917, and the southern perimeter fence increased in height to 
reduce damage by cattle.  Seating was added and a 135-plant Golden Privet (Ligustrum ovalifolium 
‘Aurea’) hedge planted along the Goodwood Road frontage.  In 1923 Pelzer extended the 
Garden by one acre (0.4ha), which he “laid out in pathways, lawns, and flower-borders,” and 
noted the pending erection of a “rustic bridge over an open drain,” and that both works had 
been hampered by the unusually wet weather in the year.  The bridge was erected in the 
subsequent year (Annual Report 1916, p. 46; 1917, pp. 27, 42, 45; 1918, pp. 32, 34; 1923, p. 36; 
1924, p. 38). 
 
During 1919 Pelzer established a tennis court in Minno Yerta/Park 21W (Annual Report 1918, p. 
28; 1919, p. 47). 
 
In 1920 Council approved a proposal from the Markets & Parks Committee to establish a 
diagonal pedestrian pathway across Park 21W.  Some £180 was allocated for this work that was 
planted in Elm trees (Ulmus procera) over 1920.  Pelzer continued his program of maintenance 
works in this Park, and in 1923 he replaced several chains of “old dilapidated” fencing around 

Figure 
Extract of a Map of Adelaide as prepared by the City Surveyor of the City of Adelaide dated 9 February 1917 
detailing the park or garden development in Minno Yerta/Park 21W in 1917.  Note the detailed layout of 
Lundie Gardens with its circuitous pathway system and extensive tree planting; the extant pedestrian route 
north-east to south-west across Minno Yerta/Park 21W; and, the detail of the Wattle Grove layout with its 
cruciform configuration with central cross feature; both Garden and Grove imply that fencing surrounded the 
spaces from the wider Minno Yerta/Park 21W park land.  Note also the extant north-east to south-west 
pedestrian pathway across Minno Yerta/Park 21W.  Source:  ACC Archives. 
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several tree clumps (Annual Report 1920, pp. 16, 32; 1923, p. 38).  In 1924 he planted an avenue 
of 134 White Cedars (Melia azedarach var australasica) in the Park (Annual Report 1924, p. 39). 
 
In 1921 Pelzer planted an additional 102 wattle (Acacia ssp) trees in the ‘Wattle Grove’, or the 
‘Wattle Day Reserve’, as he was beginning to call it in his reports.  In the following year some 
150 wattle (Acacia ssp) trees, of some 10 species, were additionally planted.  Pelzer also caused a 
line of “84 Pagoda Trees” (Sophora japonica) to be planted linking the ‘Grove’ to Greenhill Road, 
paralleling Lewis Cohen Drive.  A further 152 “Wattle Trees” (Acacia ssp) were planted in 1923, 
and several “old dilapidated” fences surround tree clumps were replaced.  In 1924 he caused the 
planting of “105 wattle-trees” (Acacia ssp) in the ‘Grove’.  Forty-five specimens were planted in 
1925, and a further 20 specimens in 1926 (Annual Report 1921, p. 38; 1922, p. 28; 1923, pp. 37, 
38; 1924, p. 39; 1925, p. 35; 1926, p. 41).   
 
The weather was rough in 1925 and many gardens in the municipality experienced some storm 
and wind damage.  In the South Terrace Garden Pelzer had to remove a large sheoak 
(Allocasuarina ssp.) damaged by storms and lopped two large overgrown gum (Eucalyptus ssp) 
trees.  He reinstated the large bridge in 1926 due to storm and drainage water damage (Annual 
Report 1925, p. 33; 1926, p. 42). 
 
By 1924 the ‘Wattle Grove’ was somewhat full of plantings.  A proposal was again 
unsuccessfully launched to establish a second ‘Wattle Grove;’ on the opposite site of Lewis 
Cohen Drive.  The Corporation refused this proposal as it compromised the grounds of several 
athletics clubs, so the League proposed to plant both sides of the Avenue (Thornton nd, p. 2). 
 
From the 1925 to the early 1960s little planting changes and works occurred on Minno 
Yerta/Park 21W except works concentrated in the South Terrace Garden and the ‘Wattle 
Grove’.  In 1925 Pelzer developed two hockey grounds in Minno Yerta/Park 21W, and 
constructed two tennis courts in 1926 (Annual Report 1925, p. 35; 1926, p. 41).  During 1927 he 
removed 22 stunted Elm trees (Ulmus procera) along Lewis Cohen Drive and replaced them with 
new ones (Annual Report 1927, p. 31).   
 
All these tree planting works were not without incidents of tree senescence or vandalism which 
Pelzer quickly skirted over in his Annual Reports.  Only prominent or frustrating incidences of 
vandalism occupied more than a sentence.  Events in 1928 for Minno Yerta/Park 21W appear 
to have been one of these instances, as some “10 fine elm-trees [Ulmus procera] about 12 feet 
[3.6m] high and with trunks of about four inches [10cm] in diameter were broken off about 12 
inches [3.0cm] above the ground” in the diagonal pedestrian path that year.  He replaced these 
and a further 8 stunted English Elms (Ulmus procera) along Lewis Cohen Drive (Annual Report 
1928, p. 45). 
 
During 1928 Pelzer received Corporation approval to substantially renovate part of the informal 
playground in the South Terrace Garden.  This work was considerable and also included the 
designation of the playground as the ‘Princess Elizabeth Children’s Playground’.  These 
playgrounds were constructed by the Corporation in several locations, and a Corporation 
employee was engaged to serve as ‘Supervisor’ whereas in other municipalities the Education 
Department employed the ‘Supervisors’.  These playgrounds: 
 

… were [generally] built in the poorest, most congested areas, and while appliances such as swings, slides 
and see-saws were considered beneficial to children’s fitness and health, an important aspect of the 
movement was adult supervision. Playground supervisors would oversee the children’s activities, give them 
moral guidance and mould their sense of citizenship (Gatley 2001, p. 36). 
 

…playgrounds that were built in Adelaide tended to be considerably smaller than 5 acres [2.0ha] in area, 
but they were divided by sex and age to the greatest extent practicable (Gatley 2001, p. 40). 

 
The Princess Elizabeth Children’s Playground’ was established with unexpended funds arising 
from the 1927 visit of Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of York, and named in 
honour of the Princess.  Pelzer summarised the works: 
 

The area is a little over one acre [0.4ha] in extent.  Provision is made for a shelter-house, with 
supervisor’s room and lavatory accommodation.  Two large plots have been planted with various flowering 
shrubs, cannas, and other herbaceous plants.  A hedge has been planted along the southern boundary fence.  
Two large areas have been planted with lawn-grass, and shade trees have been planted.  An open storm-
water drain in this area has been diverted.  A total of 18 pieces of apparatus of various kinds has been 
erected.  Plenty of seating accommodation has been provided for (Annual Report 1928, p. 44). 

 
The Playground was opened by the Lady Mayoress, Lady Bonython, on 17 September 1929, and 
Miss Grace Shannon was appointed ‘Supervisor’ of the playground.  The works were 
considerable and included re-sloping the steep banks of an open storm-water drain and the use 
of a “large quantity of good virgin soil … for tree-planting.”  In the following year Pelzer gained 
approval to plant groups of trees south of the playground “to act as a breakwind, and form a 
suitable background for the Playground as seen from South Terrace.” Some 38 trees of various 
species were planted as part of this work.  Additionally, “wire-netting” was fastened to the 
fences surrounding the playground “to exclude dogs”(Annual Report 1928, p. 44; 1929, pp. 27, 35, 
36). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figures 
Two black and white photographs of the Lundie Garden depicting the Garden development completed.  Note 
in both images the since removed White Poplars (Populus alba) marking a rusticated bridge crossing an open 
drain line, with an evergreen hedge beyond.  Photographs taken probably after the opening of the Princess 
Elizabeth Playground in 1929 as the Playground appears in the far left distance in the lower image.  Source:  
ACC Archive HP 1533 and HP 1656. 
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Figure 
Photograph of Lewis Cohen Drive in 1929, looking south to Wayville.  Note the extensive English Elm (Ulmus 
procera) plantings on both sides of the Drive, the dual street tree plantings on both sides, the absence of a clear 
pedestrian pathway system within the tree avenues, and the post and wire enclosure fencing beyond the tree 
plantings.  Source:  City of Adelaide (1929). 

Figures 
Two black and white photographs of the Princess Elizabeth Playground and the Lundie Garden depicting the 
Playground and Garden developments completed.  Note the playground equipment in the upper image 
including the water pool in the foreground.  The below depicts a detail of a rusticated pedestrian bridge 
crossing an open drain line in Lundie Garden in a newly planted setting.  The new Playground building is 
beyond.  Photographs taken probably after the opening of the Princess Elizabeth Playground in 1929 as the 
Playground appears in the far left distance in the lower image.  Source:  ACC Archive HP 0230 and HP 1390. 
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While the ‘South Terrace Garden’ had been first created in 1917 the Corporation retained this 
generic nomenclature in all its reports.  In January 1929 the Corporation adopted a 
recommendation that the Garden, as distinct from the Playground, be named ‘Lundie Garden’ 
(Annual Report 1929, p. 26). 
 
On 29 February 1932 Pelzer retired and the Corporation commenced a reorganisation of the 
City Gardener’s Branch (Annual Report 1931-32, p. 27).  Following Pelzer’s retirement a sequence 
of gardeners and a change of commitment to the gardens and the Park Lands is evident 
throughout Adelaide notwithstanding the Centenary of South Australia celebrations in 1936.  In 
terms of Minno Yerta/Park 21W little improvement works were entertained from 1932 up until 
the 1960s.   
 
In 1934 the Corporation’s attention was drawn to the derelict state of the ‘Wattle Grove’ 
memorial plantation.  A popular feature in the late 1910s and early 1920s, it appears that the last 
memorial planting ceremony was in 1927.  By 1934 the plantation was long forgotten; wattles 
(Acacia ssp) were neglected and allowed to run wild, the pergola was overgrown with creepers 
thereby obscuring sight of the memorial obelisk, and axe-marks were evident on some trees 
suggesting their use of firewood.  The Corporation hesitated on how to address the situation.  
On 30 September 1940 the Corporation adopted a motion to move the memorial from the 
‘Grove’ to nearby Lundie Garden.  The obelisk was moved in October 1940, and in the 
following year the Corporation instructed its City Gardener, Benjamin Bone, to “clean up” the 
‘Grove’.  Over later years the memorial became known as the ‘Anzac Memorial’ (Thornton nd, 
p. 3). 
 
In 1935 the Corporation broke up and grassed disused pathways in Lundie Garden (Annual 
Report 1935-36, p. 37). 
 

 
 

 
 
From the 1930s onwards Minno Yerta/Park 21W received little Corporation attention other 
than maintaining the Lundie Garden, the Playground, and what remained of the ‘Wattle Grove’.   
 
During March – August 1957, however, the Town Clerk, Colonel William CD Veale, undertook 
a study tour of council organisations and facilities in Europe and North America, and submitted 

Figure 
Extract of a 1936 aerial photograph of metropolitan Adelaide depicting Minno Yerta/Park 21W with its 
perimeter plantings and internal clumps that spatially coincide with the recommendations in Brown’s Report on a 
System of Planting the Adelaide Park Lands (1880), as well as ornamental plantings along Lewis Cohen Drive, the 
cluster of plantings in the ‘Wattle Grove’ of which the Torode circular pathway design is still evident, the 
developed gardens of Lundie Gardens with east-west open watercourse to the rear evident, the intensive 
gravelled landscape of the Princess Elizabeth Children’s Playground, and a young Sugar Gum (Eucalyptus 
cladocalyx) pedestrian avenue for the Minno Yerta/Park 21W cross-axial pathway.  Source:  University of 
Adelaide. 

Image 
Photograph of the Lundie Gardens in 1929.   Note the White Poplars (Populus alba) marking the rusticated 
footbridge crossing a drainage line, as also depicted in a different image on the previous page..  Source:  City of 
Adelaide (1929). 
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his reports on various topics in October 1958.  Report No. 4 (1958) dealt with Parks and Gardens 
(Veale 1958) and made sweeping recommendations towards the renovation and development of 
several parks around the Park Lands, together with redevelopment of the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri edges and the development of an 18-hole golf course.  There was no 
specific recommendation for Minno Yerta/Park 21W. 
 

 

 
 
During the early 1960s the state government started investigating options for the construction of 
a freeway network through and to serve the growing Adelaide metropolitan region.  The 
Metropolitan Adelaide Transportation Scheme was published in 1962 prompting considerable 
community angst from the very detailed freeway construction proposals set out in the report 
that include an underground public transport tunnel under King William Road connecting the 
Glenelg tram route with the northern tram routs.  In terms of Minno Yerta/Park 21W, Lewis 
Cohen Drive as extant was proposed to be closed and re-aligned to flow Goodwood Road 
traffic directly into Morphett Street.  At the same time, Goodwood Road, through the Park 
Lands would be closed, and a more elaborate intersection provided at the South and West 
Terraces intersection. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
In 1969 the Corporation renovated the ‘Wattle Grove’ obelisk memorial from the ‘Wattle 
Grove’.  An arc of White Cypress Pine (Callitris columellaris) were also planted around the obelisk.  
At the same time the ‘Wattle Grove’ pergola was removed and the stone cross was replaced with 
a dark granite cross that matched the base (Thornton nd, p. 3).  Today the original ‘Wattle 
Grove’ consists of some 40 wattle (Acacia ssp) species in a visually unorganised configuration 
with 5 White Cypress Pines (Callitris columellaris) in a central location. 
 
In the 1990s many of the elderly and senescent English Elms (Ulmus procera) along Lewis Cohen 
Drive were removed and replanted with Moreton Bay Figs (Ficus macrophylla).  The plantings 
appear to be struggling and are too close together should the specimens progressively grow. 
 
In 1998 botanist Andrew Crompton surveyed Minno Yerta/Park 21W for its extant native 
vegetation in preparation of possible wetlands developments in the South Park Lands 
(Crompton 1998, pp. 21, 30). 
 
Amery (1997; 2002: 271) proposed the toponym Minno Wirra, meaning ‘golden wattle grove’, to 
this park.  He derived the nomenclature from minno meaning ‘golden wattle; wattle gum’ and 
wirra meaning ‘forest’.  Minno was reputedly a staple food for the Kaurna. 
 

Figure 
Extract from the Metropolitan Adelaide Transport Scheme (MATS) master plan depicting the location of 
proposed freeways alignments through the Adelaide Park Lands.  In this image the traffic circulation through 
Minno Yerta/Park 21W was extensively changed through road deviations and re-alignments.  Source:  Metropolitan 
Adelaide Transportation Scheme 1962, figure 14. 

Figure 
Extract of a ‘Plan of the City of Adelaide’ prepared by the City Engineer and dated 1935 depicting Minno 
Yerta/Park 21W with the “Wattle Grove”, “Princess Elizabeth Playground”, “Lundie Gardens” and their 
respective fenced boundaries, and the north-east to south-west cross-park pedestrian pathway.  Source:  ACC 
archives. 
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The main use of the southern portion of Minno Yerta/Park 21W is as an overflow parking space 
for the Royal Adelaide Show Grounds.  
 

This site is largely open with a mixture of planted exotic and interstate trees around the periphery with an 
avenue crossing diagonally across the park. In areas adjacent Goodwood Road there are a number of 
native herbaceous species growing on limestone soil overlayed by shallow red loams. Here several 
Austrostipa sp., at least two Danthonia sp., Chloris truncata, Arthropodium sp., Maireana 
enchylaenoides, Oxalis perennans, Chenopodium pumilio, Atriplex semibaccata and Dichondra repens 
can be found. (Long 2003, p. 47). 
 

Because of this botanical merit, there are a number of areas within Minno Yerta/Park 21W that 
have been roped off to protect the indigenous species from car parking and the mowing and 
spraying during Corporation maintenance activities. 
 

Minno Yerta/Park 21W consists today as bearing the underpinning plantings and planting 
design pattern as proposed by Brown in his Report (1880).  Strong perimeter plantings were 
established around the western, southern and eastern edges of Minno Yerta/Park 21W, with 
feature clumps of Pinus ssp, a diagonal Sugar Gum (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) pedestrian avenue, and 
remnant plantings associated with the Wattle Day League around the former ‘Wattle Grove’ and 
the edge of Lewis Cohen Drive.  A more formal Gardenesque landscape exists along the South 
Terrace frontage with the Lundie Garden and the Princess Elizabeth Children’s Playground. 
 
Interestingly Minno Yerta/Park 21W retains much of the spatial planting structure as proposed 
by Brown in his Report (1880) except in terms of the northern and eastern edges because of 
subsequent garden and road construction initiatives.  It appears also that Brown’s tree planting 
schedules contain the species that most successfully thrive in Minno Yerta/Park 21W today. 
 
 

 


