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Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 
 
Historical Overview:  Site Context 
Arising from Light’s plan, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 consists of 15.1ha of land bounded by 
Goodwood and Greenhill Roads and Anzac Highway (formerly Bay Road). 
 
Historical Overview:  Aboriginal Associations 
There are no specific references to Kaurna sites or activities, pre-contact or post-contact, for 
Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 (Draper et al 2005, p. 72).  There are however some general 
references to Kaurna and Aboriginal use of the South Park Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita 
Wirra/Park 18, Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 
21W, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22) that point to the regular use of the South Park Lands as a 
camping venue.   
 
An early colonist, Mr Chaik recalled,  
 

During the well known battle in the south parklands the Adelaide people used no shields or throwing 
sticks but just dodged and ducked to avoid their opponents missiles.  The natives who came up from 
Goolwa carried womeras [sic] (Chaik, 7 November 1926, in Tindale quoted Hemming 1998, p. 
56). 

 
Early Lutheran missionary Schürmann also referred to Aboriginal encampments in the South 
Park Lands Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 
20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22), implying that 
the site was used following a death at the locality: 
 

Two months later they were still away from the Location.  Not a single native has come back to 
Piltawodlinga.  A few are on the opposite side of town (Schürmann in Hemming 1998, p. 56).  

 
Kaurna descendent, Veronica Brodie, also recalled the South Park Lands Lands (Tuttangga/Park 
17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo Yerta/Park 21, Minno 
Wirra/Park 21W, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22) as a camping place.  “Her mother was born in a 
camp in Glenelg … and Veronica remembers her talking about people camping in the South 
Park Lands sometimes on the way through to Glenelg” (Veronica Brodie pers comm., 1998, 
quoted in Hemming 1998, p. 56). 
 
 
Historical Overview:  Post-Contact Associations 
From the 1850s to the late 1870s Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 was used for grazing, fire wood 
collection, and agistment.  It was fenced in white-painted timber post and wire in the late 1860s, 
and by this time most of the indigenous vegetation had been effectively removed from 
Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22. 
 
Discussions by the Corporation and the Mayors (Lord Mayors) about landscaping the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri embankments as well as the Park Lands generally were commonplace 
from the mid 1850s onwards.  The thoughts may have really been prompted by critical 
comments and articles in The Register, including reports of public meetings that voiced critique of 
the quality of the Park Lands, in 1854 onwards (eg., The Register 17 June 1854, p. 4; 8 July 1857, 
p. 2), that were in many ways directed towards the colonial Governor than the Corporation.   
 
For example, the editor of The Register wrote in July 1857: 
 

The Park Lands will never be other than a quagmire in winter, and a desert of blinding, suffocating dust 
in summer, … unless properly fenced roads are constructed through the … With such roads as now 
disgrace the Park Lands there is no alternative for vehicles but to deviate in all directions from the track, 
thus cutting up acres of pasturage on every side and rendering it utterly useless (The Register 8 July 1857, 
p. 2). 

 
These public debates and discussions appear to have been prompted by concerns from the 
colonial Governor about the overall aesthetic appearance of the Park Lands.  For example, on 
17 July 1855 the Colonial Secretary wrote to the Corporation’s Town Clerk expressing a desire 
“that something should be done to improve the present very unsightly appearance of most of 
the Park Lands near the Town; which he [Governor Gawler] thinks might be effected by the 
judicious planting of clumps of trees on half acres [0.2ha] or even quarter acres [0.1ha] in 
suitable positions; care being taken to fence such clumps with strong but neat fencing.”   
Willingly, to assist these landscaping works, the Governor volunteered a budget of £400, “a sum 
sufficient to accomplish much, but not all that he wishes” which the Corporation eagerly 
accepted “at once to carry out His Excellency’s wishes and propose to do so by means of 
competent gardeners [on] contracts to be obtained by advertisements in the usual newspapers, 
the works generally being performed under the supervision of the City Surveyor.”  With 
acceptance, the Governor imposed one condition requiring the appointment of an expert referee 
to monitor the works:  “that some person should be nominated by himself to represent the 
Executive in this matter and to have a voice in the selection of the position of the several 
plantations and of the species of fencing to be made use of.”  The Colonial Secretary appointed 
horticulturist John Bailey, of Hackney Nursery, to this role.   Unfortunately this scheme 
collapsed with the dissolution of the Legislative Council in August 1855 despite unknown 
authored sketch “on the subject of planting a Public Square” being sent to the Corporation on 9 
October 1855, with correspondence from the Governor indicating that “the writer of the 
memorandum has indicated some most sensible and just views of Landscape Gardening…”  
The advice included a recommendation that, “in a climate like South Australia’s and to avoid the 
inconvenience of having to wait years for effect, clumps should be formed of the Olive [Olea 
europaea], the Wattle [Acacia ssp] and Gum-tree [Eucalyptus ssp] …”  It is possible the plan author 
was inaugural director of the Adelaide Botanic Garden, George Francis, more so than Bailey as 
there is no evidence of Bailey’s plan drawing skills whereas the sketch the text is similar in style 
to Francis’s hand (Letter, Colonial Secretary to Town Clerk, ACC, 7 July 1855, GRG 24/6/1381 
(1855); letter, Town Clerk, ACC, to Colonial Secretary, 2 August 1855, GRG 24/6/2505 (1855); 
letter, Town Clerk, ACC, to Colonial Secretary, 13 August 1855, GRG 24/6/2644 (1855); 
Colonial Secretary to Town Clerk, ACC, 2 August 1855, GRG 24/6/1605 (1855); Colonial 
Secretary to Town Clerk, ACC, 20 August 1855, GRG 24/6/1740 (1855) Colonial Secretary to 
Town Clerk, ACC, 2 August 1855, GRG 24/6/2129 (1855) Colonial Secretary to Town Clerk, 
ACC, 2 August 1855, GRG 24/6/3289 (1855)). 
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While Francis, Bailey and Sheriff Boothby were predominantly planting olive (Olea europaea) trees 
in the Park Lands, City Gardener William Pengilly also undertook olive (Olea europaea) plantings 
in several areas.  During 1872 he was planting them adjacent to Bay Road (Anzac Highway) in 
Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 (numbering 450), and in the West Terrace Park Lands (Wikaparndo 
Wirra/Park 22, Wirranendi/Park 23, and Tambawodli/Park 24 (numbering some 350 and 350) 
as well as in other Park Land blocks and Squares.  Italian olive (Olea europaea) expert Paolo 
Villanis, in 1882, corroborated the existence of these plantings when he reviewed the state and 
condition of all the olive (Olea europaea) plantations in the Park Lands for the Corporation 
recording substantial olive (Olea europaea) groves “between the Port and Slaughterhouse Roads 
and Sheep Market” in Tulya Wodli/Park 27, adjacent to West Terrace (Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 
22, Wirranendi/Park 23, and Tambowodli/Park 24),as well as in other Park Land blocks and 
Squares (Letter, Paolo Villanis to Town Clerk, 13 July 1883, TC 1883/2224; The Register, 24 July 
1883, p. 6; letter, Paolo Villanis to Town Clerk, 22 February 1886, TC 1886/465; letter, William 
Pengilly to Town Clerk, 16 July 1872, TC 1872/519 and 4 September 1872, TC 1872/622).   
 
In February 1886 Villanis provided an inventory to the Corporation of “the number of olive 
(Olea europaea) trees presently bearing fruit in the Town Corporation ground,” (note ‘fruit bearing 
and not a total list of trees overall) excluding the Gaol enclosures: 
 

Location Number of trees bearing fruit Present Park  
Mann Terrace 27    7 & 8 
Brougham Place 29    Brougham, 29 
Palmer Place 5    Palmer, 28 
Wellington Square 19    Wellington 
Torrens Lake  119    26 
Strangways Terrace 7    1 
Mitcham Road [Unley Road]  84    19 & 20 
Plantation bordering the Old Race Course 272    15 

South East Park Lands (Old Race Course) 105    16 
Dequetteville Park 30    14 
East Park Lands (between Old Race Course and North Terrace) 26 13 
Hindmarsh Square 8    Hindmarsh 
Light Square 14    Light 
Whitmore Square 6    Whitmore 
West Terrace 112    22, 23, & 24 
Total 873 
(Letter, Paolo Villanis to Town Clerk, 22 February 1886, TC 1886/465) 

 
During 1878-79 the Corporation undertook extensive erection of new fencing and repairs to the 
exiting fencing of the South and West Park Lands.  In the South, most of this work involved the 
erection of new fencing of white painted post and rail with 2-3 strands of wire.  Access gates for 
pedestrians and vehicles were also included in these works (Annual Report 1878-79, pp. 77-78). 
 
With the engagement of John Ednie Brown to prepare a Report on a System of Planting the Adelaide 
Park Lands (1880) Brown recorded that the area around Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 consisted of 
a light scatter of planted trees and plantations with no logic as to location and species selection.   
 
In examining Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 Brown concluded that it was characterised by: 
 

… a very exposed character, and is within direct influences of the sea breeze.  The soil composing the site is 
somewhat variable.  In places—especially on the eastern portion—it is of a good deep marly-clay-loam in 
various proportions o depth and quality; in others, we find it a good deep red loam; whole on the ridges and 
other parts—particularly on the western portion—it is a thin calcareous grit with a stratum of limestone 
beneath, which in places rises to the surface.  Over a considerable portion of the ground under notice—
particularly on the lower-lying parts of it—the soil is more or less impregnated with saline matter (Brown 
1880, p. 16). 

 
He also concluded that Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 was “not the most favourable one for 
planting operations.”  He noted the existing plantations that had been established in the locality 
along Bay Road (Anzac Highway) frontage and a “few clumps here and there” in Wikaparndo 
Wirra/Park 22.  These tree species were recorded as River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) 
and Tasmanian Blue Gum (Eucalyptus globulus) by Brown, and also their poor condition: 
 

The trees comprising the Bay Road plantation just referred to are of a very stunted and sickly character, 
and will in a few years, I have no doubt, if left on the ground be all dead.  The site is most unsuitable for 
the kinds of trees planted on it.  I have, therefore, to recommend that they be all removed when the site 
upon which they stand is taken up for further improvement (Brown 1880, p. 16). 

 

Figure 
Extract of a ‘Plan of the City of Adelaide’ prepared by the City Surveyor on11 February 1865 that depicts 
Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 with established tree shelterbelt plantations along Bay Road (Anzac Highway) that 
would have been established by City Gardener William O’Brien.  Source:  ACC archives. 
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Accordingly Brown sought to incorporate the “most important of these clumps … in the 
plantations which I am about to propose.”  He also sought to address the “exposure of the site 
necessitating a special system of planting.”  His specific recommendations were quite detailed for 
Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 and it is valuable to quote most of the instructions: 
 

The triangular-shaped portion of this block, lying between the Bay-road [Anzac Highway] and the 
Western-road [Goodwood Road] to Goodwood, is the most exposed portion of the whole ground under 
notice.  In forming plantations on such a site, it is necessary to plant trees individually and collectively in 
such a manner that shelter will be given both to the trees themselves and the grounds beyond.  To do this it 
is necessary to make the plantation of a good breadth, and to plant the trees thick upon the ground. 
 
I have to advise … that it be planted as shown on Plan 1.  By reference to this it will be seen that the 
largest breadth of plantation … is on the south and south-western portions of the ground.  This is where 
the south-west winds sweep the block with the greatest force, consequently it is here where the greatest depth 
of plantation should be in order to produce the most shelter to the Park inside. 
 
The enclosing fence of the plantation to wind about and present the easy and natural curves as represented 
(Brown 1880, p. 17). 
 

Having stated this planting design strategy, Brown proceeded with discussing the actual planting 
operations.  Unlike many areas of the Park Lands he proposed a special system of shelterbelt 
establishment that mirrors contemporary practice of shelterbelt planting in wind exposed sites.  
This involves the planting of a fast growing middle storey and a slow growing upper-storey.  
Over time the middle storey will provide shade, shelter and warmth for the upper-storey 

seedling, and as they both grow the former can be progressively thinned out.  Brown described 
this process as ‘nursing’ trees, as follows: 

 
In planting here, I advise that the trees be inserted from sixteen [4.8m] to twenty-five feet [7.6m] apart, 
one from another, according to the dimensions which each kind is likely to attain to on the site at maturity, 
and that wattles be sown amongst them as “nurses” to a distance of about three feet over all the ground. 
 
The particular plan of operations which I propose in order to carry out this system of management is as 
follows:- 
 
The ground enclosed, relieved of the limestone where this exists, and ploughed, and the sites chosen and 
marked out for the different kinds of trees which it is proposed to plant on the part.  These several matters 
all attended to, the next operation would be that of sowing the wattle seed.  This should be sown regularly 
all over the ground to about three feet [0.9m] seed from seed, with the exception of those places where it is 
intended to plant trees, on which no seed ought to be sown nearer to where a plant is to be inserted than 
four feet [1.2m]. 
 
These operations all completed the first year, the ground should now be left until, the following season, by 
which time it is supposed the wattles will be from two [0.6m] to three feet [0.9m] in height, and 
consequently able to form a warm and secure shelter to the young trees from the cutting blasts of the wind 
from the sea. 
 
The trees may now be planted in the usual way, in the species left for them. 
 
If it be found, however, that the wattles have not grown t the required height to afford good shelter (two to 
three feet) [0.6 to 0.9m], then the plantings of the tress [sic] ought to be delayed another year, until the 
nurses are able to produce the necessary shelter. 
 
A course of periodical thinning of the wattles would have to be adopted, by which they would be gradually 
removed as the branches of the trees spread out and covered the ground, until, eventually, say in five years 
from the time of planting, the permanent crop alone would be left standing.  This thinning would require to 
be very carefully executed in order to guard against any undue exposure by over-thinning. 
 
If the thinning conducted at the proper season of the year, any time between September and December, the 
wattle bark could I have no doubt, be sold at such a price as would go far towards repaying the whole cost 
of planting the ground (Brown 1880, p. 17). 
 

In summation Brown (1880, p.18) proposed the following species for Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 
22 according to the particular soil type evident: 

 
On Saline Ground 

 
Nomenclature as used by 
JE Brown (1880) 

Current Scientific Nomenclature Current Common Name 

Pinus Pinaster  Pinus pinaster Maritime Pine, Cluster Pine 
P. Maritima Pinus nigra var maritima Corsican Pine 
P. Radiata Pinus radiata Monterey Pine 
P. Halepensis Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine 
Ailanthus Glandulo Ailanthus altissima Tree-of-heaven 
Melaleuca Trichostachya ?  
M. Leucadendron Melaleuca leucadendron Weeping Paperbark 

 
On Limestone Sites 

 

Figure 
Plan 1 from Brown’s  Report on a System of Planting the Adelaide Park Lands (1880) depicting a strong perimeter planting strategy 
for Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22.  Interestingly, this design strategy virtually matches the mass perimeter planting configuration 
extant today in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22.   
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Nomenclature as used by 
JE Brown (1880) 

Current Scientific Nomenclature Current Common Name 

Casuarina Stricta Allocasuarina stricta Drooping She-oak, Mountain 
Oak 

Robinia pseudacacia Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust, False Acacia 
Pinus Halepensis Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine 
P. Laricio Pinus nigra var. maritima Corsican Pine 
Ficus Macrophylla Ficus macrophylla Moreton Bay Fig 
Cypress (the common sorts) Cupressus spp.  
The Olive Tree (Olea) Olea europaea Common Olive 

 
On Good Deep Loamy Soils 

 
Nomenclature as used by 
JE Brown (1880) 

Current Scientific Nomenclature Current Common Name 

Pinus Halepensis Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine 
Pinus Maritima Pinus nigra var maritima Corsican Pine 
Pinus Pinaster Pinus pinaster Maritime Pine, Cluster Pine 
Pinus Radiata Pinus radiata Monterey Pine 
Pinus Pinaster Pinus pinaster Maritime Pine, Cluster Pine 
Schinus Molle Schinus aeria var  molle Pepper Tree 
Cedrus Deodara Cedrus deodara Deodar Cedar, Himalayan 

Cedar 
Ulmus Suberosa Quercus suber Cork Oak 
Ulmus Montana Ulmus glabra Scotch Elm, Wych Elm 
Robinia pseudacacia Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust, False Acacia 
Ficus Macrophylla Ficus macrophylla Moreton Bay Fig 
Lagunaria Patersonii Lagunaria patersonii Pyramid Tree, Norfolk Island 

Hibiscus 
Casuarina stricta Allocasuarina stricta Drooping She-oak, Mountain 

Oak 
Cupressus (several) Cupressus spp. Cypress spp 
Acacia (several) Acacia spp. Wattle ssp 
Frenela robusta Grevillea robusta Silky Oak 

 
With Brown’s appointment as ‘Supervisor of the Plantations’, upon the invitation of City of 
Adelaide Mayor Edwin Smith in April 1882, Brown commenced foundational work in 
implementing parts of the Report’s (1880) recommendations.  The City Gardener (1867-83), 
William Pengilly (1825-1911) was advised that Brown shall have “general supervision of the tree 
planting in the Park Lands” and to “render Mr. Brown every facility for this purpose …” (Town 
Clerk’s Dept Outwards Letter Book, 1882/602/18).  A fractious relationship occurred with 
Brown and Pengilly, and a specific incident over street tree plantings along Barton Terrace West 
prompted Brown’s resignation from this position in August 1882.  While the Corporation 
sought to remedy the situation, continued disobedience and contrary activities by the City 
Gardener and his workforce eventually prompted Brown’s formal resignation on 1 June 1883.  
In his letter of resignation he wrote “I must for the sake of professional reputation, seek to be 
relieved of the responsibility.”   
 
With this decision the Corporation determined to sack the City Gardener, and therein had a 
series of City Gardeners until such time as August Pelzer (1862-1934) was appointed City 
Gardener (1899-1934) in mid 1899. 
 
With Pelzer’s appointment a rigorous planting program of the Park Lands commenced and it 
appears that Pelzer somewhat faithfully referred to and used Brown’s Report (1880) as the 
guiding master plan for this planting activities. 
 
During 1883 Pengilly planted some 500 trees, of various species, in the South Park Lands 
(Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 

Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22).  The species and locations 
planted are unclear but given Pengilly’s planting approach they were more likely to be in lines 
along the roadsides of each Park Land block (Annual Report 1882-83, p. 135).   
 
In 1883 the Corporation acquired a substantial amount of fencing materials from England, 
including wrought iron posts, wrought iron field gates, cast iron corner posts, galvanized iron 
pillars together with 117,950 yards [107,853m] of 7-ply galvanized wire.  The purpose was to 
totally replace the existing “old and dilapidated post and two rail fence” that enclosed most of 
the Park Land blocks to the Terraces.  The cast iron posts and pillars were marked with “Iron 
Duke” and “Letterewe” branding.  Upon arrival, the Park Lands and Gardens staff commenced 
the process of re-fencing the Park Lands (Annual Report 1883-84, pp. 56-57).   
 
William H Campbell, as Park Lands Ranger, trialled this new fencing on South Terrace and 
found that he could erect it at a cost of 2¼d. per foot.  His conclusions were that the fencing 
was cost-effective, ornamental, offered opportunities for addition access points, and “in a 
measure complies with Councillor [William] Bullock’s intention to allow of perambulators, &c., 
having access to our reserves.”  Notwithstanding this purchase, staff often proceeded with re-
fencing works using old materials (Annual Report 1884-85, pp. 102-103).   
 
During 1886-87 Campbell re-fenced the flanks of Goodwood Road and Bay Road (now Anzac 
Highway) (Annual Report 1886-87, p. 112; 1888-89, pp. 134-135; 1889-90, pp. 118-120). 
 

 
 

 
 
In August 1899 August Wilhelm Pelzer was appointed as ‘City Gardener’ to the Corporation.  At 
the same time Councillor William Ponder was appointed to chair a new Tree Planting 

Figure 
Extract of a ‘Plan of the City of Adelaide and Park Lands’ dated 1895 as prepared by the Corporation’s City 
Engineer that indicates no changes to boundaries and no engineering activities in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 in 
the 1890s.  Source:  ACC archives. 
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Committee.  Both proved “indefatigable” personalities with mutually compatible objectives, and 
over the next 20 years set in place a major renovation to the squares, plantations, streets and 
park lands with an extensive tree planting program and “firmly established on a scientific basis” 
the City Gardener’s department (Annual Report 1899-1900, p. 104). 
 
From 1900-1910 Pelzer undertook a major renewal of plantings in the South Park Lands 
(Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22).  Several new plantations 
were established, existing plantations reinforced with additional plantings, and a program of dead 
or diseased tree removal and replanting employed.  During 1901 “avenues of white cedars [Melia 
azedarach var australasica] in the South … Park Lands … [were] trimmed and the dead wood has 
been removed.”  Also during 1901 Pelzer obtained three thousand roots of Paspalum dilatatum (a 
fodder grass) from New South Wales for experimentation in the South Park Lands 
(Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22).  While many of the 
specimens arrived mouldy he proceeded with trialling the healthy specimens in the South Park 
Lands (Tuttangga/Park 17, Wita Wirra/Park 18, Pityarilla/Park 19, Kurrangga/Park 20, Walyo 
Yerta/Park 21, Minno Wirra/Park 21W, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22), and obtained newer 
specimens for planting in the North and East Park Lands.  He also erected new foot gates and 
slip-gates into many of the fences.   
 
Notwithstanding this planting agenda, re-fencing of Park Land blocks was a continual need.  
Pelzer’s observation was that “the old Park Lands fences are in a bad condition, and I hope that 
provision will be made for gradually substituting sawn posts and wires for the old split post and 
rail fencing.”  During 1904 fences additional fencing was erected along Bay Road (Anzac 
Highway) of sawn jarrah posts and galvanised wires by Messes. Geo Wills & Co using their 
‘Anchor’ patented fencing (Annual Report 1904, pp. 39, 74). 
 
Ponder instigated the bicycle path construction initiative for the Corporation and it is perhaps 
appropriate that one of the first paths created was named in his honour.  The ‘Ponder Avenue’, 
along the southern side of Glen Osmond Road, was constructed in 1901-02 (Annual Report 1903, 
p. 27; 1904, p. 49).  In terms of Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22, Pelzer reported in 1909: 
 

Along the southern side of the Bay Road [Anzac Highway] from the City boundary to West Terrace a 
path is being formed through the plantation, and will be welcomed by cyclists as a means of avoiding a 
considerable portion of this dusty and much used road (Annual Report 1909, p. 49). 

 
In terms of tree planting in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22, it appears that this was a very low 
priority for Pelzer.  There is no mention of tree planting in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 by Pelzer 
in the 1900s and 1910s, with only an occasional reference to stunted tree removal or pollarding, 
ground levelling works, or noxious weed eradication.  Unless tree planting was mixed up in 
generics references to “South Park” tree planting it appears that no major tree planting or 
roadside tree planting works were undertaken in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22.  This is somewhat 
curious as, given Pelzer’s roadscape planting works elsewhere, it would have been logical for him 
to have been establishing a tree corridor along Bay Road (Anzac Highway) as an ‘entry gate’ into 
the City from Glenelg.  Instead, Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 appears to have used and viewed 
solely as a cattle and sheep agistment paddock.  This is in contrast to a planting program that 
was unfolding in Minno Wirra/Park 21W adjacent.  Despite this, the first ground levelling works 
occurred in 1915 and the bicycle path was “re-sheeted … with limestone rubble” in the same 
year.  He also reported the removal or pollarding of 67 gums in the “Bay Road Plantations” but 
does not indicate which side of Bay Road he was referring to.  In 1916 Pelzer reports the first 
planting of 12 trees with associated tree guards in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 of unidentified 
species (Annual Report 1913, p. 63; 1915, pp. 34, 66, 69; 1916, pp. 45, 46) 

 
As part of a review of all Corporation depots and rubbish tips in the Park Lands in 1903, the 
Corporation considered the removal of limestone excavation holes and recommended various 
closures.  There were no extant depots or rubbish tips in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 at the time, 
and no new sites were proposed in the recommendations of the review (Annual Report 1903, pp. 
28-29).  
 
The reason for the lack of tree planting works in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 appears to lie in the 
fact that the South Australian Lawn Tennis Association held a lease over a large portion of 
Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22.  In September 1915 the Corporation considered and approved in 
principle an application from the Association for the termination of their existing lease of 2.4ha 
in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 and the granting of a new lease of 1.33ha of leasehold land in 
Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 subject to ratepayer consent.  The matter brought some debate but 
was deferred awaiting the cessation of an agistment licence over Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22, and 
the “termination of the war.”  But the Association appears not to have undertaken any tennis 
court or building construction works on this land prior to the 1915 meeting.  A ratepayer poll on 
7 November 1919, 3,578 for and 1,749 against, endorsed the proposition enabling the 
Association to shift to Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 adjacent to the Adelaide Oval.  The new 
Tennis Ground was officially opened on 18 October 1921 in Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 
(Annual Report 1916, p. 32; 1919, pp. 29-30; 1921, p. 26). 
 
In 1918 the Corporation adopted a recommendation that twelve special seats be erected along 
the route of the Keswick tramway, along Anzac Highway.  The seats, “the design of which has 
been approved by the military authorities, are intended especially for the accommodation of sick 
and wounded soldiers undergoing treatment at … Keswick” and included special backs (Annual 
Report 1918, pp. 28, 49). 
 
From the 1925 to the early 1960s little planting changes and works occurred on Wikaparndo 
Wirra/Park 22.  In 1925 Pelzer constructed the first two tennis courts in Wikaparndo 
Wirra/Park 22, along the Goodwood Road frontage, together the planting of several trees 
thereto and a “new catching-yard for horses” (Annual Report 1925, pp. 35, 36).  
 



3.0  ADELAIDE PARK LANDS & SQUARES 

WIKAPARNDO WIRRA : 341 

 
 

 
 
Perhaps trying to join in on the development of caravan parks in park lands that was occurring 
around South Australia with the advent of this new form of recreation, the Corporation 
approved the development of a ‘motor park’ in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 in 1926.  The actual 
definition of a ‘motor park’ as understood by the Corporation is unclear in the Annual Reports, 
but clearly it was intended to provide car parking in association with events and activities at the 
Royal Agricultural Showgrounds.  Pelzer reported: 
 

In Park No 22 a motor-park has been established opposite the entrance of the Agricultural Showgrounds, 
a total of 23 chains of fences have been erected, also signs and gates (Annual Report 1926, p. 41). 

 
Additional fencing erection and seat provision occurred in the subsequent years in Wikaparndo 
Wirra/Park 22 as also further ground levelling and grading.  In 1930 he constructed an 
additional 4 tennis courts in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 (Annual Report, 1927, p. 32; 1928, pp. 
44, 46; 1930, p. 34). 
 

On 29 February 1932 Pelzer retired and the Corporation commenced a reorganisation of the 
City Gardener’s Branch (Annual Report 1931-32, p. 27).  Following Pelzer’s retirement a sequence 
of gardeners and a change of commitment to the gardens and the Park Lands is evident 
throughout Adelaide notwithstanding the Centenary of South Australia celebrations in 1936.  In 
terms of Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 few improvement works were entertained from 1932 up 
until the 1960s. 
 

 
 

 
 
As the 1936 aerial photograph indicates, notwithstanding the dearth of references to 
Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 by Pelzer during the 1900s-30s, he did apparently undertake 
extensive tree planting of Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22’s perimeter reserve.  It may have been part 
of an overall tree planting proposal at the same time the motor park was established in 1926 but 
there is no plan recording this work.  But no further discussions or evidence of subsequent tree 
planting is recorded in the Corporation’s Annual Reports. 
 

Figure 
A ‘Plan Showing Improvement to Pavements’  prepared by the City Engineer dated 14 November 1927, for Wikaparndo 
Wirra/Park 22, that indicates that there was no formalised or informal pathway system extant in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22, 
as well as no structures or defined recreation spaces.  However, the bicycle pathway along the south-eastern flank of Anzac 
Highway is evident as is also the route of a tramline that came along Anzac Highway, into Greenhill Road, thence into 
Goodwood Road and then into West Terrace.  Source:  ACC Archives. 

Figure 
Extract of a 1936 aerial photograph metropolitan Adelaide depicting Wikparndo Wirra/Park 22 indicating the extant of tree 
planting and development works in Wikparndo Wirra/Park 22 at that time.  It indicates where the first two tennis courts 
were erected.  Significantly, it is clear as to the extensive perimeter tree planting works that had been undertaken by this time 
that is not recorded in Pelzer’s Annual Reports. The age of these plantings, going by their spread, appear to correlate with 
approximately to the cessation of the South Australian Lawn Tennis Association leasehold in the early 1920s, as much 
younger tree plantation can be observed on the northern side of Anzac Highway.  Source:  University of Adelaide. 
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During the 1950s the ‘motor park’ was surfaced in bitumen due to its increasing use by motor 
vehicles parking in association with events at the Royal Agricultural Showgrounds. 
 
During March – August 1957 the Town Clerk, Colonel William CD Veale, undertook a study 
tour of council organisations and facilities in Europe and North America, and submitted his 
reports on various topics in October 1958.  Report No. 4 (1958) dealt with Parks and Gardens 
(Veale 1958) and made sweeping recommendations towards the renovation and development of 
several parks around the Park Lands, together with redevelopment of the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri edges and the development of an 18-hole golf course.  There were no 
specific recommendations for Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22. 
 
In 1968-69 the Corporation undertook the construction of a new toilet block in Wikaparndo 
Wirra/Park 22 in the approximate centre of Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22.  The new toilets 
incorporating a storage area were costed at $9,000 for construction (ACC Archives File No 
F.230/E). 
 
In 1998 botanist Andrew Crompton surveyed Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 for its extant native 
vegetation in preparation of possible wetlands developments in the South Park Lands 
(Crompton 1998, pp. 22, 31). 
 
Amery (1997; 2002, p. 271) proposed the toponym Wikaparndo Wirra, meaning ‘netball park’, to 
this park.  He derived the nomenclature from wilka meaning ‘net’ (wallaby or fish net), parndo 
meaning ‘possum skin ball’ (used as a football) and wirra meaning ‘forest; park’ (Draper et al 
2005, p. 45). 
 
The main use of the southern portion of Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 is as an overflow parking 
space for the Royal Adelaide Show Grounds.  The perimeter comprises an open woodland 
planting containing many fine individual specimens, it mirrors the spatial arrangement for 
perimeter plantings proposed in Brown’s Report (1880).  It appears also that Brown’s tree 
planting schedules contain the species that most successfully thrive in Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 
22 today.  The perimeter contains a mixture of Eucalyptus ssp, Sheoak (Casuarina ssp & 
Allocasuarina ssp), Pine (Pinus ssp), and Pepper Trees (Schinus aeria var molle). 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Figure 
Aerial photograph of Wikaparndo Wirra/Park 22 in 1959 indicating the formalisation of the ‘motor park’ with a 
bitumen surface together with the perimeter plantings.  Source:  ACC Archives. 

Figure 
Aerial photograph of Wiparndo Wirra/Park 22 in 1949 indicating the perimeter plantings, together with the gavel 
surfaced ‘motor park’ layout.  Source:  ACC Archives. 


