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Park 26: Tarndaya Womma 
 
Overview:  Site Context 
Arising from Light’s plan, Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 consists of all areas to the north and 
south of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri, between North Terrace, King William Road, 
Pennington Terrace and Montifiore Road (Victoria Bridge Road and Montefiore Hill Road).  It 
includes the Adelaide Oval leasehold, Lawn Tennis Association of South Australian leasehold, 
together with Pennington Gardens West, Pinky Flat, Light’s Vision, Creswell Gardens, Elder 
Park and the middle portion of Lake Torrens.  These spatial segments have remained consistent 
to the original plan. 
 
Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 has carried several names over the years.  Formally it is today 
known as Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 but colloquially it is known as the ‘Adelaide Oval park’ 
north of Lake Torrens or ‘Elder Park’ south off Lake Torrens.  The main part of Tarndanya 
Womma/Park 26 comprises the Adelaide Oval, Tennis counts, Pennington Gardens West, 
Light’s Vision and Creswell Gardens.  Prior to 1900 Pennington Gardens and Creswell Gardens 
did not exist and they were generically referred to as the ‘Adelaide Oval park lands’ or ‘Park 26’ 
 
To the south is the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri precinct including Pinky Flat, and across the 
River and Lake, Elder Park.  Pinky Flat has had slight variations on its nomenclature since 
colonization but the origins of its name are variable; these are discussed in the following section.  
For many years Pelzer called it ‘Montefiore Flat’ in his Annual Reports. 
 
With park development, the name ‘Rotunda Lawn’ was used before ‘Elder Park’ was finally 
settled upon in 1903.  This land has also hosted the development of a City Baths, Railway 
Station, Old Parliament House and Parliament House, and the more recently the Festival Centre.  
These developments are summarised in chronological discussions below so that the context of 
changes occurring in the portion of Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 can be understood. 
 
In reviewing, and assessing, Tarndanya Womma/Park 26, given the different names and areas of 
the Park, the following framework has been adopted: 
 

 Light’s Vision portion: comprising the Light’s Vision precinct together with the open 
park lands downhill reaching towards Pennington Gardens West and the Lawn Tennis 
Association of South Australia tennis courts; 

 Adelaide Oval and Tennis Courts portion:  comprising the leaseholds occupied by these 
institutions; 

 Pennington Gardens West and Creswell Gardens portion:  comprising all land north of 
War Memorial Drive excluding the above leaseholds; 

 River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri portion:  comprising all land south of War Memorial 
Drive to the Lake Torrens pathway along the southern shores of Lake Torrens; 

 Elder Park portion:  comprising all land south of the Lake Torrens pathway along the 
southern shores of Lake Torrens. 

 
As an additional note, Adelaide Oval comprising the leasehold, Pennington Gardens West, 
Creswell Gardens and land from the Oval up to and including Light’s Vision was included in the 
Adelaide Oval Conservation Study Review (2001) by Swanbury Penglase Architects for which an 
extensive landscape component and visual assessment was undertaken of which the author of 
this Report also authored these chapters of the Study Review (2001).  These components and their 
cultural significance assessments have been incorporated into this Appendix and revised in line 
with the methodology being applied in this Report (2005).  The Study Review (2001) contains 
additional information for the reader.  Further, a review of the continual dialogue and trials at 
dredging the Lake Torrens and its water levels are not entertained in this assessment as the use, 

function and edge extent of the lake, and structures and components erected and planted 
thereupon is the primary focus of this cultural landscape assessment. 
 
Along the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri much of the area was simply called the ‘River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri riverside’ or ‘river edge’.  It was complicated because prior to the 
1870s this area hosted the original ford across the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri so the term 
‘ford’ or ‘crossing’ is also applied.  It also hosted the ‘Government Garden’ within the 
‘Government Domain’ or ‘Domain’ and the ‘Survey Paddock’.  Progressively the latter names 
disappeared as also use of the ‘ford and ‘crossing’ nomenclature once Lake Torrens was created.   
 

 
 

 

Figure 
Extract of the 1836 watercolour ‘Plan of the City of Adelaide’ as prepared by Colonel William Light, depicting 
Tarndanya Womma/Park 26.  Note the position of “Government [House] Domain” at the northern head of 
King William Street, an alternate roadway to the west of the House approximately in the Hyatt Hotel location 
today crossing the “River Torrens” where the old ford site was located, the roadway leading north 
interconnecting in sweeping arcs to Montefiore Hill, Roberts Place/Melbourne Street, and MacKinnon Parade.  
Source:  ACC Archives. 
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Historical Overview:  Aboriginal Associations 
There are several specific references to Kaurna sites or activities, pre-contact or post-contact, for 
Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 (Hemming 1998).   
 
Dissecting Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 east-west is Karra Wirra Parri or Karrawirra parri or 
Tanda:njapari (River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri) that was an important economic and symbolic 
thread.  The former importance was in terms of providing food and hunting resources and the 
transmigration of these resources, and the latter importance was in terms of its association with 
the Red Kangaroo Dreaming.  The watercourse was an important source of aquatic foods 
including fish, and the watercourse banks were rich in tuberous and fibrous food and equipment 
sources.   
 
Amery (1997, p. 4) has also concluded that along the southern banks, near to the Festival Centre 
site, was Tarnda Kanya—the ‘red kangaroo rock’—that was integral to the Dreaming story. The 
watercourse edges also provided favoured encampment, meeting point locations, and Palti or 
Kuri (corroborees) prior to and following colonization, and it was a role that it continued to 
serve intermittently in Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 into contemporary days.  For example, 
Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 was a venue for Aboriginal gatherings prior to enlistments for 
World War I and also gatherings prior to visits to the second Native School off Kintore Avenue, 
or the Aboriginal Protectors office off Kintore Avenue, or to the Government House for rations 
and blankets (Draper et al 2005, pp. 42, 55, 64, 65, 75; Hemming 1998, pp. 18-19, 20, 21, 23, 43-
44, 45, 47-48; Kartinyeri 1996).  
 
While Amery and successive writers point to the Tarnda Kanya being destroyed as part of sand 
stone quarrying activities on the Festival Centre site, it is also probable that this site may have 
pertained to land within the Torrens Parade Ground in Karrawirra/Park 12 that was also subject 
to extensive quarrying for sandstone.  It may have also been further westward, as much the 
escarpment north of and under the present Festival Centre, Railway Station and Conference 
Centre were subject to extensive pre-federation quarrying of stone.  The stone, of Pliocene 
Hallett Sandstone origins, was draped as a swath across the northern escarpment of North 
Terrace running from the present railway station to the Main Walk in the Adelaide Botanic 
Garden.  It was the source of stone used in the Old Legislative Building, at least one church on 
North Terrace, and the original Government House structure and associated stone walling 
(Hemming 1998, pp. 18-19; Heritage SA file 101194; Draper et al 2005, pp. 42, 55, 65). 
 
As part of these Kaurna gatherings, and subsequent Aboriginal gatherings, Pinky Flat appears to 
have been used extensively as a living and camping space.  Historically it was immediately 
adjacent to the original and first bridge across the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri so its 
proximity to the ‘village’ of Adelaide would have been advantageous for both accessing the 
‘village’ and providing an adequate camping venue.  Even before the erection of the bridge, there 
was a ford on this site.  William Cawthorne observed that this location was a popular camping 
venue in the 1840s conveying the impression that it was used by several groups of Aboriginal 
communities living in separate ‘tribal’ groups and sites.  It continued in this role and was also a 
meeting place for the enlistment of Aboriginal military servicemen for World War I and a 
camping place during the Depression (Cawthorne, 27 January 1843 in Hemming 1998, p. 42; 
Hemming 1998, pp. 20, 21, 42, 46; Kartinyeri 1996; Draper et al 2005, pp. 27, 79, 82).   
 
 
 
 
 

In considering Pinky Flat in 1997, linguist Amery concluded that this area was actually located 
more to the east than its present colloquial designation, explaining its location and nomenclature 
as follows: 
 

Pinky Flat is the area on the north side of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri opposite the Festival 
Theatre.  It’s been suggested that the name probably comes from the word Pingko which means ‘a small 
animal with a white tail that burrows in the earth’, which we know as the bilby (Amery 1997d, p. 1). 

 

 
 

 
 
Sumerling has recently noted that the area was also known as ‘Picnic Flat’ but also noted the 
historical nomenclature references of the name to the bilby (Sumerling 2000, p. 94).   The 
occupancy of Pinky Flat and the Adelaide Oval flats by Aboriginals was so common that 
numerous references to it occurred in the period newspapers, as follows: 
 

In coming over North Adelaide … [in a cart] we had to pass the natives encampment … the dim form of 
the various wurlies ad the glowing light of the many fires …The Aborigines often set fire to a whole tree 
which at night forms a curious spectacle (Register 15 August 1843). 

 
Hearing that there was going to be a corroberry this evening, I marched down with Thomas and William 
Hay.  Arriving there I walked through each successive encampment for there are ever so many … 
(Register 29 March 1844). 

 
As many as a hundred naked and ornamented savages joined in the performance of a (corroberrie) … of a 
surpassing kind, commencing about  nine in the morning, on the north side of the river (‘Viator’, Register 
8 December 1847, p. 3). 

 

Figure 
Alexander Schramm’s 1850 painting entitled ‘Adelaide, a tribe of natives on the bank of the river Torrens’ as recently 
acquired by the Art Gallery of South Australia as published in The Australian 10 May 2005, p. 5, depicting an 
encampment of Aboriginals possibly within Tarndanya Womma/Park 26.  Source:  Albert 2005, p. 5. 
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Their camping ground was on the north side of the Torrens.  The government built them little brick sheds 
by they would not occupy them long, they preferred their bow wurley.  The men when in camp would at 
times be busy making rigs with opossum skins.  They would stretch them, peg them out on the ground … 
(Register, No. 80). 

 
While Pinky Flat, on the north side of Karra Wirra Parri was popular, so too were sites on the 
south side of Karra Wirra Parri following the establishment of the first bridge.  This use 
continued even into the late 1900s (Robert Davenport’s ‘Adelaide from the north bank of the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri’ undated watercolour depicts an encampment in the right foreground 
with Government House in rear centre (Hemming 1998, pp. 42, 44, Figure 23; Draper et al 2005, 
pp. 79, 82).  The Mortlock Library caption to the photograph of this print, although providing 
incorrect locational information, cites: 
 

The bridge on the left was situated about 200 yards [183m] east of the present Morphett street Bridge.  
Very close to it was the ford, where the bullock drays crossed at such times as the bridge was out of repair 
and where the water carters used to fill their barrels for domestic consumption … Towards the left of he 
picture can be seen the quarry for which limestone was blasted for the public buildings. The picture shows 
the two roads which approached the bridge and ford from South Adelaide:  one from Morphett Street and 
the other from King William Street (Hemming 1998, p. 42). 

 
William Cawthorne elaborated in his Diary entry of 27 January 1843 details of this encampment: 
 

The other night they being encamped above the bridge, a policemen came with orders to burn all their 
wurlies or huts, which was done, and the whole tribe had to decamp … they turned away apparently 
disgusted …. The reason for them burning them out was because they swam and made the water so dirty 
above the hole where the whole town was supplied from.  Still I thought it was hard, that the real 
possessors of the land could not make a fire where they liked (Cawthorne in Hemming 1998, p. 42). 

 
The Cawthorne and Mortlock quotations also refer to water carting and collection.  It appears 
that the first commercial water collection point for the ‘village’ of Adelaide was a water hole 
located approximately between the original bridge and the present Adelaide Bridge.  Being so 
close to the ‘village’ was considered inappropriate by the colonial Government officials and there 
was often action taken to burn and remove Aboriginals from the south side of the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri in Tarndanya Womma/Park 26, the reason not simply being water 
quality: 
 

The police having repeatedly and in vain, warned the black natives not t erect their temporary places of 
abode, called wurlies, on the south side of the river, unwisely deemed it necessary to burn them (the said 
wurlies).  The blacks, as may be supposed, were much enraged, and threatened mischief (Register 8 
December 1847 in Hemming 1998, p. 42). 

 
Historian Whitelock noted that these attempts at shifting Aboriginals were still occurring in 
1849: “[an] aboriginal camp at what later became Elder Park was removed” (Whitelock 1977, p. 
186). 
 

 
 

 
 
Adelaide Oval, as space, was, has and continues to be a significant venue for Kaurna and 
Aboriginal associations.  While the level and well drained site may have been the venue for 
‘corroborees’, Palti or Kuri, prior to European arrival, and a venue for ‘sporting’ activities, its 
proximity to the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri and Pinky Flat points to its role as a venue.  
With the informalisation of the Oval space as a venue for cricket, numerous Aboriginal cricket 
matches and cricketers, and later football matches and footballers, have played on the space 
following colonisation.  Lewis O’Brien recalls that Kaurna elder Gladys Elphick always talked 
about the sites of Adelaide Oval and Pinky Flat as favoured camping places: “She always said 
‘Adelaide Oval is Aboriginal Ground’-she always insisted about Adelaide Oval being a camp 
place” (O’Brien 25 May 1998 in Hemming 1998, p. 46; Hemming 1998, pp. 23, 47; Draper et al 
2005, pp. 28, 34, 82; Hemming & Rigney 2000, pp. 18-20). 
 
In reviewing the Adelaide Oval as part of the Adelaide Oval Conservation Review (2000) Hemming 
and Rigney (2000, p. 16) prepared a Statement of Significance in conjunction with the then 
Kaurna Aboriginal Heritage Association, Kura Yerlo and Kauna Elders Inc as follows: 
 

Adelaide City is located on the Red Kangaroo Dreaming place of the Kaurna people.  Adelaide Oval is 
part of this space and as such holds special spiritual and cultural significance for Kaurna people. 
 
Adelaide Oval is located on a place where Kaurna people celebrated life through public ceremonies, games, 
religious observances and other social activities.  Visitors to Kaurna lands witnessed and participated in 
public events in this area on the northern banks of the Karra Wirra Parri (River Torrens).  After the 
arrival of Europeans and before Adelaide Oval was established, the Kaurna and other Indigenous groups 
continued their traditions of public performances for visitors to the ‘country’. 
 

Figure 
One of four plaques on the present Adelaide Bridge. This one depicting a scene at the site of second bridge 
with an Aboriginal encampment on the south-western side.   
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With the establishment of Adelaide Oval as a colonial public sporting venue, the control of this public 
space was taken out of the hands of Indigenous people.  Later, Indigenous people were invited to stage 
public performances at the Oval and some participated in organised sports held at the ‘new’ venue.  
Adelaide Oval has continued to provide a space in which Indigenous and non-Indigenous people have 
interacted through sport and other events.  It is a crucial cultural space in which South Australian race 
relations have been shaped. 
 
Adelaide Oval has Indigenous cultural significance as part of Kaurna land and as a central symbol of 
South Australian race relations in sport.  For Indigenous people Adelaide Oval provides a powerful 
cultural space for the contestation and transformation of powerful stereotypes fundamental to the existing 
state of race relations in Australian society.  This cultural significance needs to be recognised for Indigenous 
people to better access the national and international audiences now associated with Adelaide Oval – one 
of the most important sporting grounds in the world (Hemming & Rigney 2000, pp. 18-19). 

 
There is considerable evidence as to Indigenous encampments along Karrawirra parri in this 
vicinity.  A plaque on the north-east pylon of the King William Bridge also depicts an image of 
the first bridge and an Indigenous camp.  A watercolour by artist ST Gill of ‘Old Government 
House’ in c.1837, illustrated in Adelaide: An Illustrated History (1974) depicts an encampment on the 
approximate site of the present King William Bridge south, with old Government House in the 
backdrop (Draper et al 2005, pp. 42, 64, 65; Hemming 1998, pp. 45, 47-48; Colwell & Naylor  
1974, p. 10).   
 
Various newspaper reports, recalling the north side of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri in 
Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 and Karrawirra/Park 12, also repeated the observation that the 
area was subject to regular encampments.  These include: 
 

In coming over North Adelaide … we had to pass the natives encampment … the dim form of the 
various wurlies ad the glowing light of the many fires … The Aborigines often set fire to a whole tree 
which at night forms a curious spectacle (The Register 15 August 1843). 
 
Hearing that there was going to be a corroberry this evening, I marched down wit Thomas and William 
Hay.  Arriving there I walked through each successive encampment for there are ever so many … [sic.] 
(The Register 29 March 1844). 
 
As many as a hundred naked and ornamented savages joined in the performance of a [corroberrie] … 
of a surpassing kind, commencing about nine in the morning, on the north side of the river (‘Viator’, The 
Register 8 December 1847, p. 3). 
 
Their camping ground was on the northern side of the Torrens.  The government built them little brick 
sheds but they would not occupy them long, they preferred their bow wurley. The mean when in camp would 
at times be busy making rigs with opossum skins.  They would stretch them, peg them out on the ground 
… (‘Viator’, The Register 8 December 1847, p. 3). 

 
Early colonial resident Thomas Day, in Memories of the Extinct Tribe of Cowandilla (1902) recalled 
some of the activities he observed in the Karrawirra parri watercourse prior to 1843: 
 

Women and children spent most of their time at the Torrens river – children bathing and practicing with 
spear and small waddy – Women crab[b]ing and going in the river with a net bag and picking up cockles.  
I have seen them go down – And I thought they would never see gaian, They got many cockles  And rose 
again on the other side after being under water  A long time.  The River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri was 
A chain of water holes very deep  When not in flood.  It was full of timber Very dangerous to go amongst.  
Their time was also employed making mats, nets and rope clothes lines …. They would then sell or 
exchange for food from the settlers … [sic] (Day 1902 in Hemming 1998, p. 43). 

 
 

 
 
While unio dubia (water cockles), ngampa (edible roots) and kar’li (crayfish) were favoured foods in 
Karrawirra parri (River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri), there was also continual colonial pressure to 
remove the presence of Aboriginals from Karrawirra parri, or at least from public view: 
 

Something … ought to be done to keep the Natives out of the river.  From the Botanic Garden, 
downwards, it is full of them; not much, we should think, to the improvement of the water, which all the 
inhabitants who have not wells are obliged to use (The Register 5 February 1840, pp. 55-6). 

 
With early settlement, Lutheran missionaries Teichelmann and Schürmann established an open 
air “Native School” to the east of Piltawodli or ‘Native Location’ near to the position of the first 
bridge across the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri in 1839.  This site appears to be on the 
southern flank of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri between the original bridge site and the 
present Victoria Bridge.  Pastor A Braun records this site in more detail, and it is not the 
Morphett Street Bridge location that Hemming (1998, p. 38; Draper et al 2005, p. 26) has more 
recently concluded: 
 

Soon after their arrival Schurmann, assisted by his colleague Teichelmann, opened a school for aboriginal 
children … This school was at first held in the open air … The locality where the school was held was, 
according to Schurmann, not very distant from the place where the first bridge across the Torrens was 
constructed a little later – some little distance east of the [missionaries] cottages (Braur 1935 in 
Hemming 1998, p. 38). 

 
It is clear that the banks of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri were also used as venues for 
burials following colonisation.  Cawthorne records the burial of a ‘Mount Barker’ (Permangk) 

Figure 
Artist Eugéne von Guérard’s sketch of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri ford in July 1855.  Viewed from the 
present position of King William Road with the Adelaide Gaol in the backdrop, ,it depicts a landscape devoid 
of mature vegetation, the deep embankment walls of the Torrens and possibly the waterhole in the foreground 
where the water carters obtained water to supply Adelaide’s residents by sale.  Source:  Carroll & Tregenza 
1985, p. 57. 
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man killed in a battle near Glenelg that was buried on the banks near Morphett Street Bridge in 
1842.  The event generating so much local interest that the ‘Mount Barker’ (Permangk) people 
“told all the whitefellas there looking on to go away.”  Thomas Day in 1902 recorded a tree 
burial in a large Eucalyptus ssp in the Adelaide Oval locality which the state police insisted be 
removed (Cawthorne 24 December 1842 in Hemming 1998, p. 43; Day 1902 in Hemming 1998, 
p. 47; Draper et al 2005, pp. 27, 75).   
 
Anthropologist Tindale also recorded the reminiscences of early settler Mr Chalk in 1926 as to a 
burial on the northern side of the River near the Morphett Street bridge site in about 1846: 
 

Native child died and was … the mother lit fire over grasses to keep child warm, buried near Morphett St 
bridge …. Burial ground at north side about Morphett St.  Three cottages east of view.  Sappers and 
Miners.  Aboriginal shelters west of this, behind gaol (Chalk in Tindale 1935-39, 7 November 
1926). 

 
With all this concentrated camping on the banks of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri in this 
locality, the banks quickly became devoid of vegetation and particularly the River Red Gums 
(Eucalyptus camaldulensis).  This explains why there are no elderly specimens of River Red Gums 
(Eucalyptus camaldulensis) in this locality today.  It would be fair to conclude, given Humboldtian-
influenced artist Eugéne von Guérard’s sketch of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri ford in 
July 1855 that all mature trees had been felled, grubbed and burnt from the locality.  Von 
Guérard’s sketch also depicts, standing at a position near the present Festival Centre and Elder 
Bandstand, the ford being used in the foreground, the Adelaide Gaol in the rear right, and the 
near absence of trees in the scene.  A scene also depicted in FR Nixon’s ‘Looking towards North 
Terrace from Monetfiore Hill’ painting dated 1845 although the scientific reliability of the artist is not 
as credible as Von Guérard (Carroll & Tregenza 1986, p. 57; Draper et al 2005, pp. 79, 81, 82). 
 
More contemporary places with Kaurna or Aboriginal associations include Elder Park which was 
the venue for ‘The Sea of Hands’ Reconciliation event in 1997 in South Australia by the 
Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation.  Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 continues to serve 
as the destination point for the annual NAIDOC march that begins at Tarndanyangga/Victoria 
Square (Hemming 1998, pp. 24, 45; Draper et al 2005, pp. 27, 28, 78, 81).   
 
Montefiore Hill was also the site of an Aboriginal Tent Embassy in 1972 (Hemming 1998, p. 47; 
Draper et al 2005, p. 28). 
 
 
Historical Overview:  Post-Contact Associations 
In the original survey Light proposed that King William Road not exist but rather that the 
Government House residence and grounds occupy the head of King William Street on North 
Terrace.  This was deemed the “Government Domain” and it included land partially down to 
the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri although Governor John Hindmarsh failed to realise the 
land reaching the watercourse as the Resident Commissioner Hurtle Fisher refused his proposal.  
While the vision was there, the actual geology of the site required that the House be relocated to 
the east to provide a flatter location and to enable better foundations to be formed.  By March 
1837 Governor Hindmarsh had erected a three-roomed mud-walled House on the Domain.  
Upon Governor George Gawler’s arrival in October 1838 a new House, in a simple Georgian 
style to a design by architect and politician George Strickland Kingston, was constructed further 
to east enabling a vernacular vehicular route to be formed directly from King William Street 
across to the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri ford (located in Tarndanya Womma/Park 26) to 
North Adelaide; a route that was formalised by the Governor in 1854 as King William Road that 
excised land from the Domain for this purpose.  Builders East & Breeze constructed “a splendid 
building in a commanding and delightful spot, two storeys high with twelve commodious 

rooms” (South Australian 18 September 1839; Jones 2004, pp. 2: 1-10; Daly 1987, pp. 47, 48; 
Worsnop 1879, p. 24). 
 

 
 

 
 
Kingston wrote about the reasons for the eastward shift as follows:   
 

On proceeding to mark out the reserve it was seen that owing to the rapid fall of the western half of the 
ground it was not well adapted for building purposes.  It was therefore thought advisable to remove the 
block a little to more level ground on the east, without, however, altering the area of the reserve (George 
Kingston, The Advertiser, 12 November 1877). 

Figure 
Extract of George Strickland Kingston’s 1842 ‘Plan of Adelaide’ for Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 indicating the 
sites of a “Bridge” where the former ford was located, the “Governor’s Garden” that was established by landscape 
gardener Thomas Allen, the approximate grounds of the “Government Domain” including “Government House”, 
and to the far right the “Sappers & Miners Barracks”.  Source:  ACC archives. 
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It has long been concluded also that the first garden established in Adelaide, by horticulturist 
and landscape gardener Thomas Allen was in a location adjacent to the present Weir and Lake.  
This conclusion, drawn by Barbara Best in her biography of the first director the Botanic 
Garden of Adelaide, George Francis, was predicated on little information.  However, it appears 
clear that Allen did not establish his ‘Botanical Gardens’ that supplied the Government House 
and public with vegetables within the Government House immediate grounds but rather 
established it in the ‘Government Garden’ on the location where the Elder Bandstand exists 
today, as indicated in several period plans of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri locality.  Recent 
research into the history of the Allen family has substantiated this conclusion, resulting in past 
discussions of the site of the first nursery in Adelaide being incorrect, pointing to the greater role 
and importance of the ‘Government Garden’ as ‘botanic garden’ that directly serviced 
Government House but also undertook private sales of produce and plant materials 
(Westergaard & Jones 2006). 
 
Within this ‘Government Garden’ the first plants, trees and crops were formally cultivated, and 
this activity included some six olive trees that the Governor, Captain John Hindmarsh, had 
brought out on HMS Buffalo in 1836.  These trees were planted in the autumn of 1837 and by 
August 1837, the editor of the South Australian Gazette & Colonial Register claimed that “His 
Excellency the Governor has some orange [Citrus sinensis], olive [Olea europaea] and fig [Ficus ssp] 
trees that have stood out in the open air all winter, and look remarkably healthy.” It is probable 
that upon Hindmarsh’s departure, the ‘Government Garden’ received minimal regal favour, and 
that many of the established trees were relocated to other gardens in Adelaide and North 
Adelaide (Hill 2006, p. 1; Register 12 August 1837, p. 2).   
 
What is also clear is that inaugural City Gardener William O’Brien, upon his appointment to the 
Corporation in 1861, immediately set about establishing gardens in the Squares of the 
municipality but also shelterbelts along the roadways that led through the Park Lands.  A 1865 
‘Plan of the City of Adelaide’ clearly depicts plantations established by O’Brien in the 
Pennington Gardens West (Tarndanya Womma/Park 26) and East (Karrawirra/Park 12) 
locations.  These plantations comprised generally north-south aligned lines of deciduous and 
evergreen trees, as illustrated in Townsend Duryea’s 1876 panoramic photograph of the 
municipality and subsequent period photographs taken from St Peter’s Cathedral, but mainly 
composed of River Red Gums (Eucalyptus camaldulensis), South Australian Blue Gum (Eucalyptus 
leucoxylon), Olive (Olea europaea) and other species. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Figure 
‘Adelaide from the north bank of the Torrens, 1843-49’, watercolour by Robert Davenport, depicting land to the 
north of Lake Torrens in c.1843 largely occupied by the Adelaide Oval and Tennis Courts portion today. 
Source:  SA Art Gallery 0.717. 

Figure 
Extract of an 1849 map inscribed with red ink indicating the existing buildings of the Government House and 
Barracks areas (in Park 12), existing Government House gardens (in Karrawirra/Park 12) and market gardens 
or ‘Government Gardens’ (in Tarndanya Womma/Park 26) to the north-west in black ink, and road widening 
proposals in red ink.  The map also delineated the original vernacular position and alignment of King William 
Road before road construction was entertained.  Source: Mortlock Library. 
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Discussions by the Corporation and the Mayors (Lord Mayors) about landscaping the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri embankments as well as the Park Lands generally were commonplace 
from the mid 1850s onwards.   
 
The thoughts may have really been prompted by critical comments and articles in The Register, 
including reports of public meetings that voiced critique of the quality of the Park Lands, in 
1854 onwards (eg., The Register 17 June 1854, p. 4; 8 July 1857, p. 2), that were in many ways 
directed towards the colonial Governor than the Corporation.   
 
For example, the editor of The Register wrote in July 1857: 
 

The Park Lands will never be other than a quagmire in winter, and a desert of blinding, suffocating dust 
in summer, … unless properly fenced roads are constructed through the … With such roads as now 
disgrace the Park Lands there is no alternative for vehicles but to deviate in all directions from the track, 
thus cutting up acres of pasturage on every side and rendering it utterly useless (The Register 8 July 1857, 
p. 2). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 
Extract of a ‘Plan of the City of Adelaide’ as prepared by the Corporation’s City Surveyor’s Office on 11 
February 1865 that depicts Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 with plantation works in Pennington Gardens West as 
undertaken by inaugural City Gardener William O’Brien, a series of sweeping roadways through the Park, the 
location of the former ford on the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri, the location and extent of the former 
‘Government Gardens’ where Elder Rotunda is located today, the “Baths”, and two structures adjacent to the 
‘Government Gardens’ of unknown purpose.  Source:  ACC Archives. 

Figure 
‘A view of Adelaide from the Torrens’ watercolour by Samuel Calvert, c.1850s. The scene appears to be the original 
ford crossing, with people crossing, and denotes the substantive felling of vegetation near the crossing at this 
time. Source:  SA Art Gallery 772HP13. 
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These public debates and discussions appear to have been prompted by concerns from the 
colonial Governor about the overall aesthetic appearance of the Park Lands.  For example, on 
17 July 1855 the Colonial Secretary wrote the Corporation’s Town Clerk expressing a desire 
“that something should be done to improve the present very unsightly appearance of most of 
the Park Lands near the Town; which he [Governor Gawler] thinks might be effected by the 
judicious planting of clumps of trees on half acres [0.2ha] or even quarter acres [0.1ha] in 
suitable positions; care being taken to fence such clumps with strong but neat fencing.”  
Willingly, to assist these landscaping works, the Governor volunteered a budget of £400, “a sum 
sufficient to accomplish much, but not all that he wishes” which the Corporation eagerly 
accepted “at once to carry out His Excellency’s wishes and propose to do so by means of 
competent gardeners [on] contracts to be obtained by advertisements in the usual newspapers, 
the works generally being performed under the supervision of the City Surveyor.”  With 
acceptance, the Governor imposed one condition requiring the appointment of an expert referee 
to monitor the works:  “that some person should be nominated by himself to represent the 
Executive in this matter and to have a voice in the selection of the position of the several 
plantations and of the species of fencing to be made use of.”  The Colonial Secretary appointed 
horticulturist John Bailey, of Hackney Nursery, to this role.   Unfortunately this scheme 
collapsed with the dissolution of the Legislative Council in August 1855 despite unknown 
authored sketch “on the subject of planting a Public Square” being sent to the Corporation on 9 
October 1855, with correspondence from the Governor indicating that “the writer of the 
memorandum has indicated some most sensible and just views of Landscape Gardening…”  
The advice included a recommendation that, “in a climate like South Australia’s and to avoid the 
inconvenience of having to wait years for effect, clumps should be formed of the Olive [Olea 
europaea], the Wattle [Acacia ssp] and Gum-tree [Eucalyptus ssp] …”  It is possible the plan author 
was the inaugural Botanic Garden director George Francis, more so than Bailey as there is no 
evidence of Bailey’s plan drawing skills whereas the sketch the text is similar in style to Francis’s 
hand (Letter, Colonial Secretary to Town Clerk, ACC, 7 July 1855, GRG 24/6/1381 (1855); 

letter, Town Clerk, ACC, to Colonial Secretary, 2 August 1855, GRG 24/6/2505 (1855); letter, 
Town Clerk, ACC, to Colonial Secretary, 13 August 1855, GRG 24/6/2644 (1855); Colonial 
Secretary to Town Clerk, ACC, 2 August 1855, GRG 24/6/1605 (1855); Colonial Secretary to 
Town Clerk, ACC, 20 August 1855, GRG 24/6/1740 (1855) Colonial Secretary to Town Clerk, 
ACC, 2 August 1855, GRG 24/6/2129 (1855) Colonial Secretary to Town Clerk, ACC, 2 August 
1855, GRG 24/6/3289 (1855)). 
 
By 1855 olives (Olea europaea) were clearly a topic of discussion in the Adelaide horticultural 
community.  Hill has concluded that “the earliest significant municipal olive (Olea europaea) 
plantation” in the Park Lands was established in the location of the present Pennington Gardens 
West and Creswell Gardens in June 1856 at the same time the City Bridge was opened in June 
1856.  While evidence of olive (Olea europaea) trees in this location is unclear, in the 1865 
Townsend Duryea panorama, despite the regimented rows of trees discernible, the accuracy of 
this conclusion is reasonably valid.  This is because, Bailey was contracted to undertake these 
plantings, and the extant lines of trees apparent in the 1865 Duryea panorama.  There is also 
reference in The Register in 1875 by an anonymous correspondent of “the olives [Olea europaea] 
in the enclosures between the City Bridge and North-terrace” that were “properly formed” and 
thereby relatively mature.  Further, Italian olive (Olea europaea) expert Paolo Villanis, in 1886, 
counted 119 fruit-bearing olive (Olea europaea) trees at the “Torrens Lake … opposite to the 
Oval.”  While there are extant olive trees still in parts of Creswell Gardens today it is difficult to 
accurately date and thereby verify the historical significance of these plantings but is its quite 
probably that they are remnants of the 1856 plantings (Hill 2006, p. 10; letter, John Bailey to 
Colonial Secretary, 26 July 1856, GRG 24/6/2436 (1856); 18 August 1856, GRG 24/6/2701; 
Worsnop, 1878, p. 135-136; Duryea, Townsend, “Panorama of Adelaide”, 1865, State Library of 
South Australia, B 5099; The Register, 17 June 1875, p. 7; letter, P. Villanis to Town Clerk, Report 
re Olive Plantations, 22 February 1886, TC 1886/465; letter, P. Villanis to Town Clerk, Report 
re Olive Plantations, 22 June 1885, TC 1885/1585). 

Figure
Extract of the Townsend Duryea 1864 panorama photograph of Adelaide taken from the Adelaide Town Hall, looking north-north-west towards Montefiore Hill and up King William Road.  To the left is the open hillscape of 
Montefiore Hill with the gravel Montefiore (Hill) Road winding up to a point where it originally intersected with Palmer Place.  In the middle is the open expanse and relatively flat site that the Adelaide Oval now occupies.  To the right 
is a view up King William Road where O’Brien’s plantation lines of trees can be discerned occupying the present Creswell Gardens and Pennington Gardens West sites.  Note the deep banks of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri in the 
right foreground.  Source:  History Trust of South Australia. 
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In August 1867 City Gardener William O’Brien wrote to Mayor Henry Fuller advising of 
extensive tree planting works that were carried out over the previous autumn planting season 
under his care.  The list is extensive and valuable to consider.  Further, O’Brien records where 
these specimens were being generally planted but unfortunately not the specific details of these 
plantings per place.  Specimens included “Laurels [Laurus nobilis; 249 in number], Oleanders 
[Nerium oleander; 216], Moreton Bay Figs [Ficus macrophylla; 6], China Privet [Ligustrum lucidum; 21], 
Stone Pines [Pinus pinea; 78], Native Pines [Callitris/Casuarina/Allocasuarina ssp; 1,627], 
Cupressus [Cupressus ssp; 24], White Cedar [Melia azedarach var australisca; 12], Gums 
[Eucalyptus/Corymbia ssp; 4,450], Poplars [Populus ssp; 100], Olives [Olea europaea; 10,600], Ficus 
[Ficus ssp; 99], Oaks [Quercus ssp; 280], Laurestinas [sic; Viburnum tinus; 149], Laburnums 
[Laburnum x watereri; 48], Sycamors [sic; Platanus ssp; 48], Elms [Ulmus ssp; 6], Walnuts [Juglans 
regia; 24], Pomegranates [Punica granatum; 2], Ash [Fraxinus ssp; 50], Aristolochias [Aristolochia ssp; 
74]. Evergreen Oaks [Quercus ilex; 24], Whitethorn [Crataegus monogyna; 30], Acacias 
[Acacia/Robinia ssp; 14], Ches[t]nuts [Castanea sativa; 18], also, about one thousand willow [Salix 
ssp] and poplar [Populus ssp] cuttings, making a grand total of about 19,249 plants.”  In addition, 
O’Brien records donations of an unspecified number poplar (Populus ssp), rose (Rosa ssp), 
herbaceous plants and bulbs, willow (Salix ssp), bamboo (Bambusa ssp), privet (Ligustrum ssp), 
weeping willows (Salix babylonica), and five mulberries (Morus ssp) from various individuals.  
These were planted in various locations throughout the municipality including along “Both sides 
of the River Torrens” from Albert Bridge to the Weir as well as in numerous other Park Land 
blocks and Squares (Letter from W O’Brien to Mayor Fuller, 19 August 1867; ACC Archives).   
 
This is an important inventory as it presents the most detailed account of the great number of 
trees that O’Brien was planting but also the typical species he was seeking to establish in the late 
1860s in the municipality and the Park Lands.  His preference was clearly towards a mixture of 
indigenous British and Mediterranean species, but interestingly demonstrates a strong overall 
preference to Australian native species including “Pines [Pinus ssp] ... [and] Gums [Eucalyptus 
ssp].”  Unfortunately where these specimens are being planted is unclear but it is known that 
O’Brien was planting shelterbelts or avenues of Eucalyptuss ssp along the entrance roadways, 
through the Park Lands.  The other important point is that a large number of Olive (Olea 
europaea) trees are being planted, and O’Brien mentions the East Park Lands and the 
Slaughterhouse Road as planting venues without stating the species.  It is very likely, given the 
age of tree specimens in these areas today, that this was when the majority of these Olive (Olea 
europaea) were planted in these latter two areas (Letter from W O’Brien to Mayor Fuller, 19 
August 1867; ACC Archives).   
 
While Francis, Bailey and Adelaide Gaol Sheriff William Boothby were predominantly planting 
olive (Olea europaea) trees in the Park Lands, City Gardener William Pengilly also undertook olive 
(Olea europaea) plantings in several areas.  During 1872 he was planting them in various Park 
Land blocks and Squares but does not refer to Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 specifically in his 
reports.  Villanis, in 1882, corroborated the existence of these plantings and the 1856 Bailey 
plantations when he reviewed the state and condition of all the olive (Olea europaea) plantations in 
the Park Lands for the Corporation recording substantial olive (Olea europaea) groves at various 
locations including specimens in Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 (Letter, Paolo Villanis to Town 
Clerk, 13 July 1883, TC 1883/2224; The Register, 24 July 1883, p. 6; letter, Paolo Villanis to Town 
Clerk, 22 February 1886, TC 1886/465; letter, William Pengilly to Town Clerk, 16 July 1872, TC 
1872/519 and 4 September 1872, TC 1872/622).   
 
In February 1886 Villanis provided an inventory to the Corporation of “the number of olive 
trees presently bearing fruit in the Town Corporation ground,” (note ‘fruit bearing and not a 
total list of trees overall) excluding the Gaol enclosures which included 199 specimens in 

Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 being most likely the Bailey planted plantation in the present 
Pennington Gardens West and Creswell Garden location, as follows: 
 

Location Number of trees bearing fruit Present Park  
Mann Terrace 27    7 & 8 
Brougham Place 29    Brougham, 29 
Palmer Place 5    Palmer, 28 
Wellington Square 19    Wellington 
Torrens Lake  119    26 
Strangways Terrace 7    1 
Mitcham Road [Unley Road]  84    19 & 20 
Plantation bordering the Old Race Course 272    15 
South East Park Lands (Old Race Course) 105    16 
Dequetteville Park 30    14 
East Park Lands (between Old Race Course and North Terrace) 26 13 
Hindmarsh Square 8    Hindmarsh 
Light Square 14    Light 
Whitmore Square 6    Whitmore 
West Terrace 112    22, 23, & 24 
Total 873 
(Letter, Paolo Villanis to Town Clerk, 22 February 1886, TC 1886/465) 
 

The period between 1860 and 1880 saw the popularity of cricket increase and many city and 
suburban clubs were formed, the most influential of which was the South Australian Cricket 
Club (SACC).  In 1859 the Corporation leased 2.4ha for the purposes of cricket grounds from 
the colonial government.  The SACC leased 6 acres (2.4ha) of Park Lands in 1869, just north of 
the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri and west of King William Road in Tarndanya Womma/Park 
26, to lay a cricket pitch.  The land was fenced and a pitch planted by John Cocker, the central 
figure in establishing cricket in SA.  The move to locate the colony’s cricket headquarters on the 
site followed the visit of the club’s secretary-treasurer, Yorke Sparkes, to the ground of the 
Melbourne Cricket Club in 1869.  His efforts provided the impetus to establish the South 
Australian Cricket Association (SACA) in 1871.  At a meeting on 31 May 1871 the SACA was 
formed and sought application from the Corporation for land to be specifically set aside for this 
purpose.  The Adelaide Oval Act, 1872, was especially enacted enabling the Corporation to grant a 
secure lease to the Association; its first trustees were Justice Gwynne, [Sir] Henry Ayers, and 
later Mayor [Sir] Edwin Thomas Smith.  The Act enabled the development of the Adelaide Oval, 
and progressively SACA undertook various infrastructure constructions to form the mounds and 
erect grandstands and associated facilities (Marsden et al, 1990, p. 242).  The Act also doubled 
the area of the leasehold ground to 12 acres (4.8ha).  The ground was improved by SACA so 
that is could stage its first formal cricket match between English and Colonial members of 
SACA on 13 December 1873.  The first international match on the ground took place in March 
1874, when an All England XI, captained by WG Grace, played the South Australian XXII.  
Adelaide Oval hosted its initial first class game against Tasmania in 1877 and its first Test match 
in 1884.  The ground was used regularly by the Adelaide Club Cricket from 1876.  Australian 
Rules football was first played on the Oval in 1876.  The South Australian Football Association 
(SAFA) was established in 1877 and local football games were played at the Oval from this date.  
The first inter-colonial football match, against the Victorian Football Association, was played at 
the ground in 1880 (Swanbury Penglase Architects 2001, pp. 3:4). 
 
By September 1872 the Oval was substantially developed, as described by The Register: 
 

We congratulate the Cricketing Association upon the completion of the lately acquired cricket ground or 
“the Oval” as we suppose it will be called and from appearances it promises to be one of the finest reserves 
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in the colonies.  The total space enclosed is 12 acres [4.8ha] of which the central half has been levelled, dug 
by hand labour, and planted with couch grass.  This is to form the cricket ground proper and as pains 
have been taken to make it perfectly level we shall expect to see in the course of a couple of months as 
tempting a lawn as can be seen in Melbourne or Sydney.  The strip of land circumscribing the Oval has 
been planted with sterculias [Brachychiton populneus] and native pines [Allocasuarina ssp], which, as 
they grow will from an umbrageous protection for spectators.  The whole of this work has been entrusted to 
Mr [Henry] Copas, who with the assistance of 18 to 20 men has performed the task to the satisfaction of 
the Committee and within a period of six weeks.  The space is substantially fenced and needs only to be 
paled to make the enclosure quite complete.  We hope that the cricket loving community will support the 
Association in their effort to erect a Grand Stand, and to secure a playing ground that we can feel some 
pleasure in inviting cricketers of neighbouring colonies to play upon (Register 7 September 1872, p. 
15). 

 
However, the progress of the ground was delayed.  Early in 1873, owing to the hot weather, 
want of water and ravages of locusts, the playing grass was reported to be “not thick enough to 
play on.”  Later in the year, the Kurrajong (Brachychiton populneus) and “native pines” (Allocasuarina 
ssp) died and the fence was partially destroyed by fire.  The exact location of the first entrance 
gate or gates is not known.  However, it would seem by the mid 1870s gates existed on the 
eastern and western sides of the Oval.  By December 1875 it was planned to erect an admissions 
gate to the Oval on the western side.  In the previous year, Mayor William D Allott suggested 
that a road should be built from King William Road to the Oval gates, but this roadway was not 
constructed until the early 1880s.  By July 1874, ten rows of seats were erected surrounding the 
Oval and plans for a much requested pavilion were prepared.  The plans, by architect, Edward J 
Woods were completed and the stand was erected in 1874-5.   
 
The Annual Report of SACA detailed the improvements made to the ground: 
 

Some improvements have been affected since the last annual meeting.  A reserve has been fenced off, a 
stand erected and lately covered in and dressing rooms etc, built.  A three inch [7.62cm water] main has 
been laid down, the old pipes being found to be totally inadequate to the requirements of the ground… The 
trees round the Oval have grown well during the past year and bid fair ere long to prove not only an 
ornament to the ground but also an acceptable shade [sic] (SACA Minute Books 17 September 
1875). 

 
During 1875-78 the road through Brougham Gardens, connecting King William Street to 
O’Connell Street  was widened by an additional 10 feet (3.0m).  The works were undertaken to 
enable the construction to the North Adelaide tramline, involving a double row of tram lines, 
and the lien was formally opened in December 1878.  The works were considerably delayed as a 
result of protracted negotiation with the Corporation as to alignment works, culminating in the 
construction of the causeway between Adelaide Bridge and Pennington Terrace.  These works 
involved considerable earthworks, and explains the raised causeway feature today that was jointly 
paid for by the Tramways Company and the Corporation (Register 28 December 1878; Nagle 
1971, pp. 49-50). 
 
By September 1876 the pitch had been planted with rye and clover in preparation for the tour by 
the English cricket team.  In addition, to accommodate the players, members and public, plans 
had been prepared to extend the pavilion.  During that year, booths were erected to sell 
programs and fruit, and lockers provided in the dressing rooms.  By 1877 the pavilion had been 
extended and a dining room and two large dressing rooms erected behind it.  A ticket box was 
built near the eastern entrance.  In 1879, ‘Ladies refreshment and retiring rooms’ were erected. 
In 1879 the Oval’s first scoreboard was erected (Swanbury Penglase Architects 2001, pp. 3:5-6).   
 

 
 

 
 
On 9 February 1870 the River Torrens Improvement Act, 1869, No 70 was enacted requiring the 
Corporation to beautiful the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri  watercourse and edges “for the 
purposes of public recreation, amusement, health and enjoyment.”  Land, now comprising the 
boathouses was specifically designated to accommodate sheds, landing stages, and other 
buildings allied to “public use and recreation.”  This reservation, one of three under the 
legislation, enabled the William Joll[e]y Boathouse to be constructed in the 1870s (Daly 1987, pp. 
54, 140).  In particular the Act vested power in the Corporation: 
 

… the conservancy of the said sheets of water, the power to grant exclusive rights of erecting sheds, boat 
houses, stands, and landing stages, the right to control fishing, and licensing of all pleasure craft and boats 
plying for hire upon the river (Clause 7, River Torrens Improvement Act, 1869; Thornton nd, p. 2). 

 
While several licences and works were instigated as a consequence of this Act, it was not until 
the Weir was constructed from 1879, and opened on 21 July 1881, that the full weight of this 
legislation could be utilised.  With the opening of the Lake in 1881, the Corporation passed a 
series of by-laws pertaining to the “preservation of waters impounded by the Dam from 
pollution, regulations as to boats and boating on the waters; and regulations as to fishing in the 
said waters” as enabled under Clauses 9 and 10 of the Act.  Thereupon the first ‘Inspector of 
Boats and Collector of Licence Fees’, William L Furze, was employed in June 1882 to administer 
the Act and the by-laws and provided him with a boat and a cottage.  The cottage was erected on 
the Lake immediately adjacent to Jolley’s Boathouse (Digest of Proceedings 1880-81, pp. 35, 394; 
Thornton nd, pp. 2, 3). 
 

Figure 
Detail from The Illustrated Sydney News, July 1876, depicting the Adelaide Oval, and fencing and structures that 
had been erected together with the Adelaide Bridge in the background.  Source:  ACC Archives. 
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Figure 
Extract of a ‘Plan of Adelaide’ contained in Boothby’s Almanack (1871) that depicts buildings and works extant in 
Tarndanya Womma/Park 26.  Note the position of a roadway along the southern flank of the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri, an unidentified structure at the site of the former River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri ford, 
the “Victoria Bridge” and “City Bridge”, the “Baths”, the “Cricket Ground” of Adelaide Oval, and various 
pathways and roadways to the north and north-west of the Adelaide Oval ‘Cricket Ground’.  Source:  Boothby’s 
Almanack (1871). 

Figure 
Extract from a plan in Worsnop’s History of the City of Adelaide: from the foundation of the province of South Australia in 
1836, to the end of the municipal year 1877 (1878) that depicts the position of the original River Torrens/Karrawirra 
Parri ford and road route leading to the “Old Ford”.  Included is also the more recent Adelaide Bridge and 
Victoria Bridge, together with the “Baths”, “The Oval”, and the sweeping bend of Montefiore Road as it leads 
up the Hill to Palmer Place.  Source:  Worsnop, History of the City of Adelaide: from the foundation of the province of 
South Australia in 1836, to the end of the municipal year 1877, map ends. 
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In 1873 King William Street was widened, the western boundary of the Domain shifted again, 
this time approximately 20 feet (6.09 m) to the east.  The boundary planting was demolished and 
the boundary wall rebuilt.  As part of these works the Guardhouse was rebuilt copying much of 
the original 1855 design by Kingston.  As a result of this incursion the western section of the 
Domain was beginning to look disproportionately small and overcrowded (National Trust file 
No 2330; Jones 2004, p. 2: 3, 20). 
 
In 1877 the City Bridge was erected across the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri joining King 
William Road.  This bridge, the second on the site, lasted until 1931 when engineering concerns 
about its structural stability to handle tram cars and increasing heavier amounts of vehicular 
traffic resulted in its demolition, and the erection of the present Adelaide Bridge in 1929-30.  As 
part of these construction works, the City Gardener William Pengilly planted Oriental Plane 
(Platanus orientalis) along King William Road in the late 1870s.  These trees struggled during the 
summer of 1883-84 and City Gardener Richard Patterson found that they had been planted “in 
small holes cut out limestone” and sought to enlarge the holes and have them “filled in with 
suitable compost.”  This assessment of tree health is another example of the poor quality of 
works and supervision undertaken by City Gardener William Pengilly between 1878-84.  In 1889 
the Corporation had to perform major repairs to the south-western abutment to the Bridge due 
to the settling of foundations (Annual Report 1880-81, p. 109; 1883-84, pp. 116-117; 1889-90, p. 
76). 
 
In 1879 Mayor William Christie Buik noted the implementation of sewerage works in the 
municipality might prompt a beautification of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri banks.  This 
was because the drain system, 
 

… which at present discharge[s] noxious matter into the river [would be replaced by a sewerage 
system that could enable] a system of adorning the Park Lands … for the embellishment of their 
stream and its banks [enabling] graceful curves, irreproachable in their river-like scenery and charm, and 
a little judicious planting with the weeping-willow [Salix babylonica], the drooping elm [Ulmus sp], the 
birch [Betula ssp], as well as the graceful palms [Phoenix ssp / Washingtonia ssp] or pillar-like tree 
ferns [Dicksonia antarctica] …(Annual Report 1878-79, pp. 80-81).   

 
These types of statements were commonplace throughout the 1870s-1960s. 
 
Mayor Buik also brought forward a proposal for the erection of a new City Baths by way of a 
public meeting on 9 August 1879.  Because the front façade of the old City Baths had to be 
removed due to road widening works on the western flank of King William Road as agreed to by 
the Corporation and colonial Government, Buik proposed a redevelopment of the Baths into a 
modern complex fitting of the advance of the muncipality (Annual Report 1879-80, pp. 82-83).   
 
Thus,  
 

… the shortening of the building would curtail the water area in the old Baths, would render then totally 
unsuitable … I also expressed my belief that were the Government asked a grant of sufficient land on the 
eastern side of King William-road could be obtained suitable for the erection of a new structure, giving 
vastly increased water area for baths, and that were rooms adapted for meetings of cricketers and 
footballers included in the building, their proximity to “the Oval” would cause them to be used as club-
rooms for various athletic clubs … (Annual Report 1879-80, p. 83). 

 
Buik’s wish for a site on the eastern side of King William Road was not to be.  Instead the the 
Corporation was forced to devise a design for a new Baths on the existing land, and it was not 
until 1882-83 that the tender was let for a new baths (Annual Report 1882-83, p. 22). 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Figure 
Photograph by Captain Samuel Sweet, c.1877, depicting the Adelaide Oval with extant fencing and buildings, 
looking southwards towards Adelaide from Pennington Terrace with no vegetation in the foreground.  Source:  
ACC archives; Mortlock Library B9138. 

Figure 
Two of four plaques on the Adelaide Bridge.  The left plaque depicts a scene at the site of second bridge with 
an Aboriginal encampment on the south-western side.  The right plaque depicts the newly erected Adelaide 
Bridge in c.1880s. 
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Figure 
A bulconic Picturesque scene of sheep grazing on the Montefiore Hill paddocks as depicted in a black and 
white postcard c.1910, with St Peter’s Cathedral with spires in the background.  Source:  private collection. 

Figure 
Extract of an untitled plan depicting Government Reserves along the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri as 
lithographed by E Spiller, Government Printer in c.1886 that depicts Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 with a 
Reserve to the right of ‘Victoria Bridge’ (Morphett Street Bridge), the “Railway Storage Yard” land, the 
“Railway Station”, the “Baths”, the “Govt Gardens” enclosure, the former Surveyor’s horse Paddock (‘Survey 
Paddock’) located between the “Railway Storage Yard” and “Govt Gardens”, a “Reserve” where Elder Park is 
located today, the incised embankment of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri and the “Oval” beyond.  
Source:  ACC Archives. 

Figure 
Black and white postcard looking from Montefiore Hill towards St Peters Cathedral without spires in c.1880.  
Note the double timber post and rail fencing in the foreground, the alignment of Montefiore (Hill) Road in the 
foreground, the raised road alignment of Pennington Terrace West, the young Eucalyptus spp and Moreton Bay 
Fig (Ficus macrophylla) plantings in the left and right foreground.  Source:  private collection. 
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A key initiative the Corporation entered into in 1879-80 was the engagement of Conservator of 
Forests John Ednie Brown to prepare a Report on a System of Planting the Adelaide Park Lands 
(1880).  In this Report (1880) Brown recorded that the area “was of a very superior character for 
tree culture and for the operation of ornamentation by systematic arrangement of these with 
regard to pictorial effect.”  Brown’s discussion only pertained to land in Tarndanya 
Womma/Park 26 north of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri as land to the south was 
conceptually deemed not part of the Park Lands by the Corporation and therefore outside his 
scope of examination.  Already at that time, in Brown’s opinion, the presence of the Oval had 
“considerably spoilt … its Park-like appearance … and especially by the unsightly fence 
surrounding that part” (Brown 1880, p. 21).   
 
Brown’s criticisms were tempered in the belief that: 
 

Perhaps the most favourable portion of the grounds for the operation of the Landscape Gardener is that 
along the river banks.  There, the site is undulating and presents a series of natural terraces, ridges, 
hollows, and flats, which could, at very little expense, be converted into exquisitely beautiful pleasure 
grounds of considerable intricacy (Brown 1880, p. 21). 

 
While not commenting upon the soils of Tarndanya Womma/Park 26, he focused his comments 
along two themes. One was Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 itself and the other was ‘Suggestions 
for the improvement of the banks of the River Torrens’.   
 
In terms of the former theme, Brown observed the poor condition of extant Eucalyptus spp trees 
and recommended that, “as far as possible, be removed, as these are not of a healthy class.”  He 
also recommended that the Cypresses (Cupressus ssp) “should also be thinned out,” 
recommending that extensive plantations be established in accordance with his Plan 18 (Brown 
1880, pp. 21-22). 
 
As part of the design, detailed in his Plan 18, Brown recommended that a carriage drive be 
established along the northern banks of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri; approximately 
along the present alignment of War Memorial Drive today as well as one that swept around the 
Oval to Montefiore Hill, as follows; 
 

The Plan shows a Carriage Drive to enter King William-road at the present entrance to the road leading 
to the Oval; this to branch off in two directions:--one to the left to run along the top of the river banks and 
ouside of plantation there, until it joins Montefiore-road at a point near Victoria Bridge; and the other 
branch to lead to the right and sweeping round that part of the grounds lying on the east an north of the 
Oval, until it joins Montefiore-road at the bottom of the hill opposite Palmer-place.  These Drives are 
intended to run in connection with those proposed for the Montefiore Hill Park Lands [sic.] (Brown 
1880, p. 22). 

 

 

 
 
Brown’s tree planting recommendations for Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 were: 
 

Nomenclature as used by 
JE Brown (1880) [sic.] 

Current Scientific Nomenclature Current Common Name 

Schinus Molle Schinus aeria var molle Pepper Tree 
Grevillea robusta Grevillea robusta Silky Oak 
Cupressus sempervirens Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress 
Cupressus Lawsoniana Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Lawson Cypress, Port Orford 

Cedar 
Cupressus Benthamii ?  
Pinus Insignis Pinus radiata Monterey Pine 
Pinus Sabiniana Pinus sabiana  
Pinus Longifolia Pinus palustris Pitch Pine 
Pinus Halepensis Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine 
Pinus Gerendiana Pinus gerardiana  
Pinus Canariensis Pinus canariensis Canary Islands Pine 
Pinus Jeffreyii Pinus ponderosa Western Yellow Pine 
Pinus Ponderosa Pinus ponderosa Western Yellow Pine 
Pinus Montana ?  
Cedrus Deodara Cedrus deodara Deodar Cedar, Himalayan 

Cedar 
Cedrus Atlantica Cedrus atlantica Atlas Cedar 
Cedrus Libani Cedrus libani Cedar of Lebanon 
Abies Douglasii Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas Fir 
Abies Excelsa Picea abies Norway Spruce 
Abies Menziesii Picea sitchensis Sitka Spruce 

Figure 
Plan 18 prepared by Brown (1880) in his Report on a System of Planting the Adelaide Park Lands (1880) depicting 
the extensive tree planting proposed by Brown depicting intricate gardens along the River Torrens/Karrawirra 
Parri banks, two carriage drives radiating from the present Victor Richardson Road leading to Victoria Bridge 
and Montefiore Hill respectively, and dense plantings around rhe original Adelaide Oval leasehold.  Source: 
ACC Archives. 
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Abies Orientalis ?  
Picea Pinsapo Abies pinsapo Spanish Fir 
Picea Amabilis ?  
Picea Nobalis Abies procera Noble Fir 
Picea Balsamia Abies balsamea  
Thuja Gigantea Thuja plicata Giant Thuya, Western 

Aborvitae, Western Red 
Cedar 

Thuja Menziesii ?  
Juniperus Virginiana Juniperus virginiana Pencil Cedar, Eastern Red 

Cedar 
American and Turkey oaks Quercus alba and Quercus ceriis White Oak and Turkey Oak 
American and English ash Fraxinus americana and Fraxinus excelsior White Ash and English Ash 
Poplars (all the common kinds) Populus spp. Poplar ssp 
Ficus Macrophylla Ficus macrophylla Moreton Bay Fig 
Platanus accifolia Platanus x acerifolius London Plane 
Platanus orientalis Platanus orientalis Oriental Plane 
Legunaria Patersonii Lagunaria patersonii Norfolk Island Hibiscus 
Araucaria Excelsa Araucaria heterophylla Norfolk Island Pine 
Paulownia imperialis Paulownia tomentose Royal Paulownia 
Biota orientalis Thuja orientalis Bookleaf Cypress, Biota 
Carya alba Carya ovata Hickory 
Tristanea conferta Lophostemon confertus Brush Box 
Taxus baccata Taxus baccata Common Yew 
Eucalyptus corynocalyx Eucalyptus cladocalyx Sugar Gum 

 
In terms of the second theme, Brown also proposed a major renovation of the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri edge to craft a more Gardenesque setting.  This recommendation 
applied to the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri embankments from the present Morphett Street 
bridge to the Hackney Road Bridge (South Australian Company’s Bridge), and while general in 
its description occasionally makes specific references to portions within each Park.  Conceptually 
this recommendation was quite detailed in its planting design strategy, adopting a strong 
Gardenesque philosophy, and was accompanied by a suite of lithograph images so to portray the 
visual outcomes Brown was seeking to achieve. 
 
The following is therefore a summation of his recommendations but includes specific references 
to Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 where made. 
 
Brown proposed a “thorough system of improvement of the banks of our River” to create “the 
most attractive feature in the landscape of the City lands.  It is a work which, from its character 
and extent, would no doubt be a very expensive one; but its popularity and undoubted necessity 
would warrant its being done at any cost.”  To achieve this outcome he proposed a detailed 
engineering survey of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri embankments showing all existing 
surfaces, changes to surfaces and contours, all existing trees and proposed tree plantation 
locations, and any amenities to be included (Brown 1880, pp. 10, 11).  He stated: 
 

From the sinuous and irregular character of the river and its banks, there are very great capabilities for the 
designing of many rare and striking effects. 

 
One of the most important points to be attended to in improving the subject, would of course be the 
presenting as much variety and contrasts as possible, and, in order to attain this end, all the natural 
contours and irregularities of each part would have to be carefully studied, embraced, and, if necessary, on 
occasions enlarged or extended.  Anything approaching to regularity or mechanical stiffness should be 
rigidly avoided. 
 
The banks of the River as a whole … are very variable as to their character and formation generally.  In 
some places we have jagged precipitate bluffs, the soil on which is being gradually loosened and washed into 

the bed of the river by the rains; in others they form a pleasing slope from the ridge to the water’s edge; 
while again in some parts—particularly to the south of the Adelaide Bridge—we have them made up of a 
series of flats, knolls, and terraces (Brown 1880, p. 11). 

 
Key recommendations in implementing this program of works included: 
 

 Banks should be levelled to 45° more or less; 
 Avoid uniformity in slope forming; 
 Make the banks “as natural as possible” and take advantage of “hollows, ledges, ridges, 

knolls, flats, and water-washed crevices and gullies;” 
 Where already sufficiently sloped leave unchanged; 
 “Natural flats, ridges and terraces, have grand natural features for ornamentation” and 

should be taken advantage of; 
 Consolidated crushed rock levelled footpaths, 2.4-3.0m wide should be constructed 

adjacent to the River banks and follow the natural windings of the landscape sinuously 
winding around natural clumps of trees; 

 Tree planting plans should be meticulously prepared having regard for the “desired 
effect;” 

 The “system of planting suitable … would be of the most approved ornamental kind;” 
 Regularity of newly planted tree distances should be avoided; 
 Tree distances should have regard to mature foliage canopy and spread; 
 Clump trees of different spreads, often of “six different kinds of trees of which No. 1 

will measure 10 feet [3.0m]; No. 2, 12 feet [3.65m]; No. 3, 15 feet [4.5m]; No. 4, 50 feet 
[15.2m]; No. 5, 40 feet [12.2m]; and, No. 6, 30 feet [9.1m] in diameter” as depicted in the 
following diagram; 

 The “distances at which the tree should be planted apart must be such as to allow each 
to attain to its open natural habit and full spread of branches, and thus realise the 
pictorial view intended;” 

 Do not plant the banks “regularly all over with trees” 
 “We must have single trees standing out prominently alone in places, groups pf one kind 

and of several kinds judiciously intermixed in others and so on,” (Brown 1880, pp. 11-
12). 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Figure 
Plan 4 prepared by Brown (1880) in his Report on a System of Planting the Adelaide Park Lands. 
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Brown also drew special reference as to the positioning and atmosphere of the proposed carriage 
drives: 
 

I have to recommend that a Carriage Drive and Footpath be made to run along the top of the banks on 
the north side, from which the citizens in their carriages or on foot could view the varied scene presented by 
hundreds of boats plying upon the water, and the intricities of foliage, colour, groupings and combinations 
of the trees planted on the banks. The Carriage Road should be through an Avenue of trees, with the 
footpath betwixt it and the brink of the banks [sic.] (Brown 1880, p. 12). 
 

But before any works were to be commenced a thorough survey and landscape design master 
plan had to be prepared.  Brown stressed this point repeatedly in his discussion concluding: 
  

Before any alterations or improvements are made upon the banks of the description stated, the whole 
ground should be surveyed and delineated on plans showing carefully and clearly the portions of the various 
surface features, together with their outlines, extents, heights, and other matter which it will be necessary to 
consider and embrace in designing for the improvement of the part.  This done, the ground should then be 
inspected from various points of view, and, by mentally picturing the different effects likely to be produced 
when it comes to be planted, a decision may be arrived at as to what alterations are necessary in order to 
the best features of the site being most prominently defined, and the most striking contrasts permanently 
secured.  To do this it will, I doubt not, be necessary to alter the natural features of the site to a 
considerable degree in places, by extending or shortening a terrace here, lowering or raising a knoll there, 
and deepening or filling up a hollow in another place; so that, when the works are completed, the whole 
ground operated upon will, when viewed from any one direction, present a combination of pleasing effects 
and contrasts (Brown 1880, p. 11). 
 

Overall these were very specific and deliberate recommendations for Tarndanya Womma/Park 
26 and in particular in terms of the landscape experience Brown was trying to craft along the 
River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri corridor.  The specificity mirrors the detailed planting design 
principles devised for the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri Linear Park segments in the 1970s 
(Hassell 1975). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Figures 
Three lithograph images prepared by Brown and included in his Report on a System of Planting the Adelaide Park 
Lands (1880) that provide visual representations of the landscape he was trying to craft along the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri with his detailed planting design recommendations.  These three images depict a 
strong Gardenesque park atmosphere in Figure 13, and the rather rustic somewhat Picturesque slant he placed 
upon planting and river bank re-contouring measures along the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri.  Figure 11 
depicts random decorative planting of exotic evergreen and deciduous trees and a sense of intrigue in the 
undulating river bank formations.  Figure 13 provides a view along the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri that 
reinforces its organic and undulating flows and the us eof particular exotic deciduous trees (in particular 
Weeping Wllows (Salix babylonica)) to create an often Picturesque and rugged scene, and Figure 9 provides a 
typical planting profile drawing.  Source:  ACC Archives.  



3.0 ADELAIDE PARK LANDS AND SQUARES 

TARNDANYA WOMMA: 401 

With Brown’s appointment as ‘Supervisor of the Plantations’, upon the invitation of City of 
Adelaide Mayor [Sir] Edwin Thomas Smith in April 1882, Brown commenced foundational 
work in implementing parts of the Report’s (1880) recommendations.  The City Gardener (1867-
83), William Pengilly (1825-1911) was advised that Brown shall have “general supervision of the 
tree planting in the Park Lands” and to “render Mr. Brown every facility for this purpose …” 
(Town Clerk’s Dept Outwards Letter Book, 1882/602/18).  A fractious relationship occurred 
with Brown and Pengilly, and a specific incident over street tree plantings along Barton Terrace 
West prompted Brown’s resignation from this position in August 1882.  While the Corporation 
sought to remedy the situation, continued disobedience and contrary activities by the City 
Gardener and his workforce eventually prompted Brown’s formal resignation on 1 June 1883.  
In his letter of resignation he wrote “I must for the sake of professional reputation, seek to be 
relieved of the responsibility.”  With this decision the Corporation determined to sack the City 
Gardener, and therein had a series of City Gardeners until such time as August Pelzer (1862-
1934) was appointed City Gardener (1899-1934) in mid 1899. 
 
Notwithstanding Brown’s activities, Pengilly also proceeded with planting activities.  In his 
Annual Report of 1883 Pengilly records the planting of “various kinds of trees” numbering 600 in 
the “West Park Lands” that included land between Morphett Street to King William Road and 
south of the Lake together with all land in the present Wirranendi/Park 23, Tambawodli/Park 
24, Narnungga/Park 25, and Tulya Wodli/Park 27.  He also describes the planting of some 868 
trees in Parks “Nos. 10 to 15” that included, at that time, the Adelaide Oval portion of 
Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 together with the present Piltawodli/Park 1, Tidlangga/Park 9, and 
Warnpangga/Park 10.  The nature of the species and the location of plantations Pengilly was 
establishing in the Park Land blocks is unclear, unfortunately, to understand his planting 
approach and philosophy (Annual Report 1882-83, pp. 134-135). 
 
While Brown was in the progress of completing his Report (1880) Mayors William Buik and [Sir] 
Edwin Thomas Smith talked up the landscape assets of the municipality as a precursor for 
obtaining Corporation and colonial Government funding support for various works.  Smith 
reported proudly of the “grand avenues of plane trees (Platanus ssp) on King William Road” as a 
significant feature already established; these were street trees planted in the 1870s by City 
Gardener William Pengilly.  ‘Improvement’ ideas were a feature of Smith’s tenure as Mayor.  On 
8 October 1880 a 3.6m high model of a proposed statue of Queen Victoria sitting on a 5.4m 
high pedestal was unveiled in the middle of the King William Street/Road and North Terrace 
intersection.  The model, the work of sculptor Marshall Woods, prompted a public response for 
the commissioning of the full statue with the colonial Government contributing a £ to every £ 
donated by the public.  This fund raising venture succeeded the new statue was proposed for the 
centre of Tarndanyangga/Victoria Square where the statue sits today (Annual Report 1880-81, pp. 
109, 111). 
 
While the Corporation was subsumed in these deliberations, the SACA proceeded with its first 
major investment.  In 1882, a grandstand, to a design by architects Wright & Reed, was opened 
and today forms the basis of the George Giffen Stand.  In 1889 the Stand was enlarged and 
modified by architects English & Soward to accommodate a dining saloon and ladies retiring 
rooms.  A new adjoining stand was also erected to a design by English & Soward, constructed by 
NW Trudgeon, and opened in 1889 and named the Sir Edwin Smith Stand (Marsden et al 1990, 
p. 242). 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Figures 
Two photographs taken by professional photographer Captain William Sweet in c.1880-85 
Above:  a view north along King William Street taken in c.1880 indicating the Pengilly-planted Oriental Plane 
(Platanus orientalis) avenue along the Street, the wide pedestrian promenade, the white painted post and rail 
fencing, and the newly erected Elder Bandstand sitting on a mound of soil sourced from building excavations 
being undertaken in the municipality.  The scope of the earth brought into the site to raise the height of the land 
and to re-contour the land to create Elder Park is quite extensive. To the far left is vegetative evidence of the 
former ‘Government Garden’.   
Below: a view along Morphett Street northwards to Montefiore Hill indicating the post and rail fencing, street 
light standards, extensive mature conifer (Cupressus ssp) and Eucalyptus ssp plantings on both sides of the 
roadway, and the open treeless slope of Montefiore Hill beyond.   
Source:  Pike & Moore 1983, pp. 73 and 47.   
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Figures 
Two photographs taken by professional photographer Captain William Sweet in c.1880-85 
Above:  a view looking south-east down the former alignment of Montefiore Drive in c.1880, on the sweep 
bend on Montefiore Hill, with a timber post and wire fence on the right flank, Adelaide Oval with semi-mature 
perimeter tree plantings evident, and two semi-mature Eucalyptus ssp specimens to the right   
Below: a view northwards down King William Street with the former Government Printer’s Office on the far 
left, and thence the façade of the City Baths building in c.1880.  Oriental Plane (Platanus orientalis) street tree 
plantings, on the right, by City Gardener William Pengilly are evident as well as the use of tree guards on the 
left.   
Source:  Pike & Moore 1983, pp. 75 and 89.   

Figures 
Two photographs taken by professional photographer Captain William Sweet in c.1880-85 
Above:  a view from the upper sweep of Montefiore Drive on Montefiore Hill looking eastwards to St Peters 
Cathedral taken in c.1880.  Note the rough-cut timber post and two rail road fencing, and the sparse planting of 
ornamental trees undertaken at that time. 
Below: a view of the former City Bridge over the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri depicting its cast iron arch and 
frame, the original stone abutments, the un-developed or un-landscaped flanks of the River Torrens/Karrawirra 
Parri at this time, and a rough-cut timber post and two rail fence in the foreground.  
Source:  Pike & Moore 1983, pp. 99 and 82.   
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The Corporation allocated funds for the construction of the “Overway Bridge” or “Morphett 
Street Viaduct” in 1881 to replace the ‘Victoria Bridge’; on the present site of the Morphett 
Street Bridge.  While some delays were experience in design and tender preparation and letting, a 
tender for £40,642 was eventually let for the bridge to be constructed and finished by February 
1884 that would enable “a safe and uninterrupted passage over the railway traffic between the 
western portion of the City.”  Delays appear to have been common for this structure, and it was 
not until 27 October 1883 that the “Viaduct” was opened by Mayor Edwin Thomas Smith 
exactly one year after the laying of the foundation stone.  As part of the opening the 
Corporation appears to have named the structure the “Victoria Bridge” and the axis road from 
North Terrace to Montefiore Hill (now Montefiore Road) the “Victoria Bridge Road” but its use 
was replaced by the nomenclature “Montefiore Hill Road” by 1902 (Annual Report 1881-82, p. 
40; 1883-84, pp. 69-70; 1902, p. 31). 
 
The new City Baths tender was also let in 1882 resulting in a structure with an “Elizabethan 
style” façade set back 4.5m from the original building alignment due to road widening works on 
King William Road at a cost of £5,970.  The design was seen as replacing the “roughness of the 
old design by one that adds by its elegances to the attractive beauties of the road” (Annual Report 
1882-83, p. 22).  The building was quite extensive, sexually discriminatory in facilities and the 
availability of facilities, but included: 
 

… a suite of rooms on the first floor for the Lessee; retiring rooms for those frequenting the baths, dressing 
rooms, for 18 hot baths, and a large swimming bath for males, in length 100 feet 6 inches [30.6m] by a 
width of 30 feet [9.1m], varying in depth from 4 feet [1.2m] to 7 feet 8 inches [2.4m], with a holding 
capacity of 109,452 gallons [414,319L].  A swimming bath for ladies (with suitable retiring and 
dressing rooms) has been provided, measuring 39 feet [11.9m] long by 30 feet [9.1m] wide and varying in 
depth from 4 feet [1.2m] to 5 feet [1.5m], with a holding capacity of 33,248 gallons [125,857L] 
(Annual Report 1882-83, p. 22). 

 
The “hot baths” were often referred to as to the “Turkish Baths.”  Construction of the Baths 
however did not stop bathing in the Torrens Lake, so the Corporation set aside areas to the west 
of the Torrens Weir and at the eastern end of the Lake “where boys and youths daily avail 
themselves of these privileges” (Annual Report 1885-86, p. 53; 1889-90, p. 77). 
 
As part of the Lake Torrens development and opening in 1883, the colonial Government ceded 
to the Corporation in 1882 a narrow stretch of land on the south side of Torrens Lake that 
forms the foundations of the present Elder Park.  Prior to this time, all land from King William 
Road to the Morphett Street ‘Overway Bridge’ was part of the Government Reserve and used 
for Government institutional purposes.  The Corporation eagerly accepted this land, proceeded 
with developing a formal park, and erected a rotunda – the first rotunda on the Park – to entice 
the public and musicians to promenade and enjoy the entertainment, and set City Gardener 
William Pengilly the task of developing the land (Annual Report 1883-84, pp. 32-33).   
 
Mayor [Sir] Edwin Thomas Smith described the works simply as: 
 

Through the courtesy of the Government a strip of land, fifteen feet [4.5m] wide, bordering the south side 
of the Lake has been handed to the Council by proclamation; it reaches from the Rotunda Esplanade to 
the Victoria Bridge, and is now being formed into a pathway for the public convenience.  The banks in 
two long stretches on the south side have been sheet-piled, and footpaths made on the top of the banks thus 
retained.  The Rotunda has been completed and lamps have been fixed inside to give light to the musicians; 
lamp–pillars and lamps have been fixed on the Esplanade, and seats placed for the convenience and 
comfort of the public (Annual Report 1882-83, p. 33). 

 

Figures 
Two photographs taken by professional photographer Captain William Sweet in c.1880-85 
Above:  a view of the recently erected George Giffen Stand at the Adelaide Oval taken in c.1882.  Note the 
internal white painted picket or rod fencing, the semi-mature conifer trees behind the Stand, and the semi-open 
landscape of Montefiore Hill to the upper right.   
Below: a view of the George Giffen Stand and newly erected Sir Edwin Thomas Smith Stand taken in 1889.  
Note the roller coaster ride structure to the far left, and the mature conifers in the background of the Stands. 
Source:  Pike & Moore 1983, p. 41; Mortlock Library B1647 and B3120. 
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The ‘Rotunda Esplanade’ or ‘Esplanade’ refers to a roadway between the Old Legislative House 
and the Railway Station that led down to Torrens Lake, and which the Corporation appears to 
have called the ‘Rotunda Esplanade’ for several years.  The ‘Overway’ or ‘Viaduct’ was opened 
by Mayor [Sir] Edwin Thomas Smith on 27 October 1883, a year after the foundation stone was 
laid, delayed due the late transportation of ironwork from England (Annual Report 1883-84, p. 
69).  
 
The rotunda was a donation by philanthropist Sir Thomas Elder who wrote from Scotland in 
1881 that the structure was to be sited on land “… granted by the Government to the 
Corporation as a place of recreation and a promenade for the people of the Colony on the basis 
of the River Torrens.”  The rotunda was fabricated by MacFarlane’s Saracen Foundry in 
Glasgow in an octagonal form 7.3m in diameter with spandrels and canopied roof with 
overhanging eaves.  It was shipped from Glasgow to Adelaide in 1882, and erected by Charles 
Farr.  The floor was raised by Farr some 5.4m above natural ground level and a set of granite 
steps installed to enter the rotunda.  The rotunda was officially opened on 28 November 1882 
(Observer 29 November 1882; South Australian Register 23 November 1882; 11 August 1883; 
Annual Report 1881, pp. 107-108; 1882, pp. 27-29; Marsden et al 1990, pp. 240-241). 
 
The rotunda was a success, and the Corporation eagerly launched and arranged for musical 
performances to occur at the structure.  Mayor [Sir] Edwin Thomas Smith personally arranged 
for the Concordia Band to provide Saturday evening “musical performances” and for the 
Military and Police Bands to do the same every Thursday evening attracting some 5,000 to 6,000 
citizens to the lawns for these orchestral performances.  The success was so much that Mayor 
Smith donated a fireworks display on 8 May 1884 that attracted 30,000-40,000 spectators 
resulting in the “spontaneous gift, by Mr Way Lee, of several fine large Chinese lanterns” that 
were erected around the rotunda.  Thus, this small stretch of Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 
assumed a major celebratory role in the life of the City (Annual Report 1883-84, p. 57; 1884-85, 
pp. 17-18; 1886-87, pp. 15-16).   
 
Such a popular use resulted in constant maintenance and lawn upgrading by newly appointed 
City Gardener Richard Patterson in 1883: 
 

I have had the slope between the Rotunda and the Torrens Lake cultivated, and supplied with suitable 
plants for the situation, and I believe that the buffalo grass which has been planted will, when established, 
have an excellent effect.  The margin and slope bordering King William Road has been planted with shade 
trees and couch grass, and the embankment surrounding the Band stand has been re-arranged, and 
planted with buffalo grass which gives every promise of making a good carpet.  In connection with the 
Rotunda I would most strongly advise a better and more adequate supply of water, the present pressure 
being too weak (Annual Report 1883-84, p. 116). 

 
Patterson does not indicate the tree and shrub species being planted nor the number of 
specimens planted, but clearly he was establishing ornamental shade trees together with garden 
borders of flowering shrubs.  He also indicates that some ground re-contouring works were 
undertaken.  This development marks the start of regular gardening and lawn making activities 
in Elder Park.  While Mayor [Sir] Edwin Thomas Smith had lauded the Plane Trees (Platanus 
spp) along King William Road, Patterson found several in poor condition suffering the “effects 
of the drought” resulting in a more detailed examination.  Patterson thereupon found that the 
“greater portion of” the Pengilly planted trees had been “planted in small holes cut out of 
limestone” and had to enlarge and re-compact the holes “with suitable compost … with 
thorough watering.”  But Patterson’s works were to no avail as the trees continued to struggle 
before Pelzer, in the late 1890s, was forced to undertake extensive re-digging and trenching 
around these trees to ensure their longevity (Annual Report 1883-84, pp. 116-117). 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Figures 
Above:  a tinted watercolour postcard of the ‘Rotunda Lawn’ in c.1900 depicting the Elder Bandstand erected in 
the lawns surrounded by a sea of people presumably enjoying a band performance on a weekend.  Note the old 
electricity pylons in the ‘Reserve’.  Source:  private collection; ACC archives CC2709-0002. 
Below: a black and white photograph postcard of the Elder Bandstand in c.1900.  Note the Canary Island Palm 
(Phoenix canariensis) in the foreground.  Source:  ACC archives. 



3.0 ADELAIDE PARK LANDS AND SQUARES 

TARNDANYA WOMMA: 405 

But what did occur from the prolific use of this small stretch of land was the transfer of 
“portions of the Survey paddock and the Government garden” to the Corporation in 1884, by 
courtesy of Governor Sir William Robinson in exchange for land near the City Cattle Markets (in 
Tulya Wodli/Park 27), to extend the yet to be named ‘Elder Park’, then called ‘Rotunda 
Reserve’, to accommodate the “immense crowds which assemble there on the summer 
evenings.”  This was land immediately surrounding the rotunda that was originally the 
‘Government Gardens’ for Government House, and a horse agistment paddock along the 
southern flank of Torrens Lake for government horses.  City Gardener JW Hayes had to 
undertake extensive “filling of the depression between the King William Road embankment and 
the lake,” with “spoil from the cellars taken out in the City,” to incorporate and develop this 
‘Garden’ of 0.5ha into ‘Elder Park’.  Associated with City Baths construction a small tract of 
land to the north of the Baths appears also to have been set aside for park purposes.  City 
Gardener JW Hayes “levelled” this land and planted it with couch grass in 1886 joining it to the 
Rotunda Lawn.  Overall, a park of 2.28ha had been created by 1887 (Annual Report 1884-85, p. 
17; 1885-86, p. 112; 1886-87, pp. 15-16; 1887-88, p. 41).  
 
The 1884 fireworks display was repeated by Messrs Way Lee & Co who donated the fireworks 
display on 24 May 1886 to celebrate the anniversary of the birth of Queen Victoria.  “Various 
rowing clubs” also formed a procession on Torrens Lake at the same time be-decked in “many-
coloured lanterns … [that] rendered the scene one of great amusement and enjoyment” (Annual 
Report 1885-86, p. 52). 
 
In the subsequent financial year the Corporation acquired a substantial amount of fencing 
materials from England, including wrought iron posts, wrought iron field gates, cast iron corner 
posts, galvanized iron pillars together with 117,950 yards (107,853m) of 7-ply galvanized wire.  
The purpose was to totally replace the existing “old and dilapidated post and two rail fence” that 
enclosed most of the Park Land blocks to the Terraces.  The cast iron posts and pillars were 
marked with “Iron Duke” and “Letterewe” branding.  Upon arrival, the Park Lands & Gardens 
staff commenced the process of re-fencing the Park Lands (Annual Report 1883-84, pp. 56-57).   
 
William H Campbell, as Park Lands Ranger, trialled this new fencing on South Terrace and 
found that he could erect it at a cost of 2¼d. per foot.  His conclusions were that the fencing 
was cost-effective, ornamental, offered opportunities for addition access points, and “in a 
measure complies with Councillor [William] Bullock’s intention to allow of perambulators, &c., 
having access to our reserves.”  Notwithstanding this purchase, staff often proceeded with re-
fencing works using old materials (Annual Report 1884-85, pp. 102-103). 
 
Fencing predominated in the Corporation’s Parks Lands Ranger’s and City Gardeners’ reports 
throughout the late 1880s and 1890s.  During 1884-85 Campbell re-erected 35 panels of post 
and wire fencing in the Rotunda Reserve presumably due the enlargement of the Reserve in 
1884.  Some 25½ panels of wrought iron ornamental fencing were erected along Pennington 
Terrace in the same year.  A diagonal post and wire fence of 26 panels was erected in the 
Rotunda Reserve in 1886 but re-erected along the Victoria Drive embankment in the following 
year.  While 24 panels of post and rail fencing were erected on Montefiore Hill, some 136 panels 
were also erected along Pennington Terrace flanking the Oval.  Some 20 panels of post and rail 
fencing was also erected around parts of the “Governor’s Old Garden” in 1888 then forming 
part of the ‘Rotunda Lawn’.  A further 38 panels of post and rail fencing was erected along the 
southern boundary of the “Rotunda Reserve” in 1889, together with 135 panels of a “diagonal 
fence” along King William Road near the Oval and 343 panels along the “Victoria Bridge-road” 
(Montefiore Road), with 78 panels of cable-wire fencing being erected along Strangways and 
Pennington Terraces.  Campbell complained about the public sitting on the wire fencing and 
loosening them probably underpinning why little ornamental fencing was erected in Pennington 
Terrace and Montefiore Road because of the views over the Adelaide Oval to cricket watchers.  

Campbell let the Oval paddock itself, an area of then 21.8ha, for £42 5s for agistment purposes 
(Annual Report 1884-85, pp. 102-103; 1886-87, p. 112; 1887-88, pp. 81, 82; 1888-89, p. 135; 1889-
90, pp. 118, 119, 120, 122). 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Figures 
Above:  a photograph postcard of ‘The Rotunda, S. Aus’ in c.1900 depicting the Elder Bandstand to the right 
with a mature Date Palm (Phoenix dactylifera), a metal-hoop edged circular garden in the foreground, three-unit 
timber seating, white painted pedestrian pathway railing, and a Victorian era lamp standard to the rear.  Source:  
ACC archives CC2686-0001. 
Below: a photograph of the Elder Bandstand in c.1900.  Note the white painted cast iron bollards with chains 
surrounding the Bandstand on lower and upper levels, the white painted post and one rail pedestrian walkway 
fencing to the right, the use of palm trees, three-unit timber seat benches, and the cast iron Victorian-era lamp 
post to the far right.  Source:  ACC archives HP0125. 
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Progressively from 1882 the role and function of the ‘Inspector of Boats and Collector of 
Licence Fees’ changed despite the “healthful amusement and recreation for untold numbers of 
the public” that the Lake now provided.  On 4 March 1889 the Corporation proposed the 
transfer of boat inspections and licensing to the Water Police Constable in lieu of the ‘Inspector’.  
As part of this arrangement, the Corporation ceded occupancy of the ‘Inspectors’ Cottage, 
immediately adjacent to Jolley’s Boathouse in Karrawirra/Park 12, to the Police.  On 31 July 
1905 the Corporation also revised and consolidate existing by-laws pertaining to the control of 
uses on the Lake into By-Law XX (Annual Report 1889-90, p. 58; Town Clerk’s Docket 513 of 1889; 
Town Clerk’s Outward Letter Book, 1889, Acc 602, Item 25; ACC By-Law XX; Thornton nd, 
pp. 3-4).  
 
The Corporation appears to have had a cordial relationship with SACA during the 1880s and 
1890s often assisting in allied construction works and activities.  In 1886 it completed a new 
roadway from the Oval to King William Road that today comprises the Oval Road.  Twelve 
panels of wrought iron ornamental fencing with two wires were also erected along the sides of 
this new road.  The fencing was necessary because irregular vehicle movements in the road that 
were damaging the adjacent lawns and trees (Annual Report 1885-86, p. 52; 1887-88, p. 82; 1888-
89, p. 136). 
 
The Gardner Memorial Fountain was donated to the Corporation in 1887 to be erected in the 
Rotunda Lawn.  Designed and sculptured by F Herring, with piping laid by DF Harrison, the 
Gothic designed 2.4m high wrought iron Victorian-style fountain, featured a polished Kapunda 
marble cupola with four pillars of polished Granite Island granite inscribed with ‘Fireman 
Gardner’s Memorial 1887’.  It’s donation, by public subscription of £100, recorded the passing 
of fireman John AH Gardner in a fire in Rundle Street on Christmas Eve 1886.  A small bronze 
plaque was also erected recording ‘this drinking fountain commemorates the heroism of Fireman 
John Gardner who died fighting a fire of large dimensions in Rundle Street near James Place on 
Christmas Eve 1886.”  The fountain was unveiled on 10 October 1887 by Mayor [Sir] Edwin 
Thomas Smith. A smaller more private memorial was erected in North Road Cemetery to 
honour Albert Clark who also died in the same fire (Annual Report 1886-87, p. 17; Cameron 
1997, pp. 5-8; Observer 15 October 1887, p. 33; Register 27 December 1886, p. 6; 27 January 1887, 
p. 7, 5 April 1887, p. 5; 1July 1887, p. 5; 19 January 1887, p. 5). 
 
In January 1892 a public meeting was held in the Town Hall to discuss a proposal to erect a 
statue in memory of Colonel Light.  The Corporation voted £500 to this proposal and numerous 
people and organisations also contributed, including the state Governor, Sir Henry Ayers, Sir 
Samuel Way, John H Angas, Sir Edwin Thomas Smith, the South Australia Company, John 
Fisher, William H Gray, Alderman Frederick Hagedorn, A Waterhouse and various unnamed 
others together with a colonial Parliament donation of £1,000.  Architect D Garlick recorded 
that the “original monument built over the grave of Col. Light in Light Square … was fast 
crumbling away and could not last much longer.”  Accordingly a representative Committee 
called for expressions of interest from sculptors to craft a “portrait statue, eight feet [2.4m] in 
height, in the regimental uniform of a Lieutenant-Colonel in the Royal Engineers, either in 
bronze or marble.”  The damage was being caused by “salt-damp” and air impacting upon the 
soft stone.  Thus started the Light Statue project that saw the statue erected in 
Tarndanyangga/Victoria Square before it was re-erected on Light’s Vision on Montefiore Hill in 
1936 (Annual Report 18891-92, p. 12; 1894-95, pp. 28-29, 66). 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Figures 
Above: hand-tinted colour postcard c.1910 scene of the Hercules statue in its original location in 
Tarndanyangga/Victoria Square prior to its relocation to Pennington Gardens West.  Source: private collection. 
Below:  a c.1900 panoramic tinted watercolour postcard of Adelaide taken from St Peter’s Cathedral looking 
south across Pennington Gardens East (left side) and West (right side).  Note the differences in tree planting 
styles between the two sides with a Gardenesque style to the left and a regimented ordered style to the right 
indicating that Bailey’s 1856 Olive (Olea europaea) plantation with O’Brien’s infill tree additions was still extant at 
c.1900 prior to Pelzer undertaking major landscape design renovations to Pennington Gardens West and 
Creswell Gardens, including shifting trees around.  One linear line, in Pennington Gardens West, was the route 
of the overhead electricity line.  Source:  private collection. 
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In the same year a statue of Hercules was unveiled in Tarndanyangga/Victoria Square by Mayor 
William Bullock.  Hercules was a gift to the city by philanthropist William Austin Horn, who was 
associated with the Broken Hill Proprietary Company and ‘Wairoa’ in the Adelaide Hills, who 
presumably acquired the statue on his travels in Europe.  It is a copy of the Farnese Hercules 
excavated in Naples and signed by Athenian sculptor Glykon.  It consists of a bronze statue on a 
short pedestal.  The statue was later to be shifted to Pennington Gardens West in 1930 with 
renovations to the Square (Register 5 October 1892, p. 6; Cameron 1997, pp. 13-14). 
 
The Adelaide Observer boasted about the qualities of the statue upon its unveiling acknowledging 
the donation of a heathen goddess and god to the city by Horn.  The statue was described as: 
 

The pride of his magnificent physique eloquently expressed in bronze, lounges negligently with his 
formidable club within reach, and will, it is hoped, retain his post until the crack of doom, or as long as his 
tough metallic frame holds out.  The figure is a fine example of what the ancients considered the grandest 
type of muscular manhood, the vast shoulders, deep chest, powerful truck and magnificent muscles swelling 
out of the body and limbs conveying, through the genius of the original sculptor, the idea of superhuman 
strength, though perhaps not activity (Anon 1892, The Adelaide Observer, 8 October, p. 33) 
 

Horn donated the statue on the condition that it would be placed in a position that “would be 
free from the attacks of larrikins.”  He suggested that it should be located in the north-eastern 
corner of Tarndanyangga/Victoria Square, which was agreed to by the Corporation in June 
1892, where it remained until June 1930 when it was moved to its present location due to 
remodelling of Tarndanyangga/Victoria Square (Swanbury Penglase Architects 2001, ART: 008). 
 
During 1893 (City) Head Gardener Hayes replanted the Pengilly-planted, Patterson-replanted, 
Oriental Plane (Platanus orientalis) trees along King William Road with “an avenue of Date Palms 
[Phoenix dactylifera?] and English elms [Ulmus procera].”  Clearly the original species had not been 
successful probably more to the manner of planting than the species itself.  But again the trees 
struggled to develop (Annual Report 1893-94, p. 69; 1898-99, p. 150).  
 
In desperation, newly appointed City Gardener August Pelzer acted quickly in late 1899 
recording that: 
 

The trees along King William Road have been dug around.  Most of these trees have a poor and hungry 
appearance, and the soil in which they are growing is of a very bad nature, being mostly pipe-clay, lime-
rubble, &c., and next winter, when the trees are dormant, I propose to have trenches dug the full width 
between the asphalt and the kerbstone, three [0.9m] or more feet away from each tree trick, according to 
the size of the trees, and the earth taken out to a depth of at least four feet [1.2m], and replaced by a good 
loamy soil, mixed with bone dust and well-rotted manure (Annual Report 1898-99, p. 150; 1899-
1900, p. 294). 

 
During the 1890s Campbell continued to be exceedingly busy in fencing and re-fencing works.  
Some 158 panels of post and rail fencing was erected on Montefiore Hill in 1897, 44 panels at 
the “Foot of Montefiore Hill,” and 238 panels along the eastern side of Victoria Bridge Road 
(Montefiore Road).  Clearly the length of Victoria Bridge Road was re-fenced in 1895-98 
indicating its vehicular and possible spectator use (Annual Report 1897-98, p. 134). 
 
During 1897 the Corporation considered several recommendations from its Engineer-in-Chief 
concerning flooding along the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri, the Torrens Weir and Torrens 
Lake, and general embankment observations.  While there were numerous recommendations 
and suggestions, several centred upon enabling ease of flow along the Torrens watercourse 
before its waters reached Lake Torrens (Annual Report 1897-98, p. 72). 
 

 
Cricket at the Oval was exceedingly popular by the 1890s and many photographs depict scenes 
of the games at the Oval.  Because Montefiore Hill afforded extensive views and the Moreton 
Bay Fig (Ficus macrophylla) plantings on the ‘hill’ were young, many images also depict citizens 
watching the cricket games from the paddock and timber post and rail fencing on Montefiore 
Hill.  In 1894 the Corporation granted SACA the right to use an oval outside the main leasehold 
for “cricketing purposes” but this was found to be not meeting the demand for facilities and 
playing spaces.  Accordingly SACA sought, with Corporation approval, a revised lease with 
additional land prompting a redrafted Adelaide Oval Act, 1897, that repealed the Adelaide Oval Act, 
1871, which enabled in legislation the power to the Corporation to grant 25 year leases rather 
than annual leases to SACA over 6.47ha of land.  The Act provided additional land to the west, 
north and east of the original leasehold, and provided guarantee of occupancy enabling the 
construction of works, and the planting of “an avenue of plane trees” (Platanus orientalis) along 
the Oval Road.  In 1898-99 bowling greens, lawn tennis courts, bicycle mounds, re-erection of 
new perimeter fencing in line within the new leasehold boundaries were all undertaken by SACA 
(Annual Report 1896-97, pp. 34-37; 1897-98, pp. 21-32; 1898-99, p. 18; 1899-1900, p. 97-98). 
 
With Pelzer’s appointment in mid 1899 a rigorous planting program of the Park Lands was 
commenced and it appears that Pelzer somewhat faithfully referred to and used Brown’s Report 
(1880) as the guiding master plan for his planting activities.  A key recommendation in the Report 
(1880) was the development of a Nursery that was created in Karrawirra/ Park 12 that 
complemented and later superseded the newly established West Park Nursery in Tulya 
Wodli/Park 27. 
 
 

  

 
 

Figure 
Extracts for the front and last pages of the Adelaide Oval Act, 1897.  Note the boundary changes approved in the 
Act that enabled SACA to extend their grounds to the north, west and south, as well as the roadway access.   
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The nursery development enabled the mass production of ornamental and street trees for use in 
the municipality.  With this mass production of street trees at hand, Pelzer started extensive 
street tree and Lake-side planting.  Along the “banks of the River Torrens” were 3 “white 
acacias” (Robinia pseudoacacia), 11 upright poplars (Populus alba ‘Pyramidalis’), 7 Sugar Gums 
(Eucalyptus cladocalyx), 20 spreading poplars (Populus ssp), and “30 bushes of pampas grass.”  
Along the “north bank” of the Lake were planted 10 Weeping Willows (Salix babylonica), 6 
Pepper Trees (Schinus aeria var molle), 7 Poplars (Populus ssp), 2 Sugar Gums (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) 
and 5 White Acacias (Robinia pseudoacacia).  It is difficult to ascertain where Pelzer was specifying 
the “banks of the River Torrens” in his reports as he was in the process of landscaping all River 
banks from the Frome Road bridge to the Victoria Bridge Road (Morphett Street bridge) having 
been allocated additional land from the state Government in front of the present Convention 
Centre, so the latter needs to be placed in context rather than being interpreted as spatially 
accurate.  Notwithstanding this, some of his tree specimens were quite specific; he propagated 
the now-considered weed Tree-of-Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) for planting along the river banks 
to take advantage of its autumnal “beautiful golden tint,” and Fred Tolley of Gilberton donated 
to the Corporation specimens of the “Musa ensete … Abyssinian Banana” that would also be 
planted along the river banks—“small clumps of such trees planted here and these … will greatly 
add to the adornment if the river banks” (Annual Report 1901, pp. 41, 43; 1902, pp. 30-31; 1903, 
p. 27).  Notwithstanding this, Pelzer reported on River embankment works downstream of the 
Frome Road bridge in 1902: 
 

The steep banks … are being gradually sloped off and planted with various trees, shrubs, &c., such as 
upright poplars [Populus alba ‘Pyramidalis’], willows [Salix ssp], tamarisks [Tamarix aphylla], white 
acacias [Robinia pseudoacacia], silver poplars [Populus alba], pampas grass [Cortaderia selloana], &c. 
(Annual Report 1902, p. 31). 

 
In 1901 Pelzer removed 30 Date Palms (Phoenix dactylifera) from King William Road relocating 
them to Brougham Gardens (Tandottinga/Park 29), and for future use in the Frome Road 
Nursery.  In the same Annual Report he noted that his trenching of the Plane Trees (Platanus 
orientalis) along King William Road had brought a healthy improvement to the streetscape, and 
that gaps in the plantings were replaced with mature specimens that he excavated and 
transported from sporadic plantings elsewhere in the park lands.  He also planted 15 Pepper 
Trees (Schinus aeria var molle) in the Rotunda Reserve and proposed additional tree and shrub 
planting in the Reserve “along the western boundary fence” (Annual Report 1901, pp. 42, 43). 
 
The City Baths were renovated in 1899.  Works included new baths, skylighting, painting, jarrah 
(Eucalyptus marginata) replacement, and extensive upgrading.  But these works were on-going and 
progressively insufficient funds were allocated to the maintenance of the complex.  In 1914 the 
Corporation granted the lessee permission to sink a well adjacent to the Baths to provide fresh 
water to the Baths; “good water” was struck 3.0m down.  The Baths also enabled swimming 
lessons for children (Annual Report 1899-1900, pp. 98-99; 1902, p. 19; 1904, p. 74; 1908, p. 41; 
1910, p. 61; 1914, pp. 77-78; 1915, p. 63; 1916, pp. 40-41; 1919, p. 43; 1920, p. 27; 1921, p. 32; 
1922, p. 22; 1923, p. 34; 1924, p. 35; 1926, p. 39). 
 
At the turn of the century Pelzer planted several 2.4m high mature English Elm (Ulmus procera) 
trees donated by the Conservator of Forests, Walter Gill, in the Rotunda Reserve and the 
tradition of open air band concerts was still being funded by the Corporation into the 1930s 
although many band groups played free of charge.  Often some 7-15 concerts per year in the 
band stand were to be expected (Annual Report 1899-1900, p. 294; 1901, p. 9; 1904, p. 40; 1908, 
p. 19; 1911, p. 63; 1913, p. 49; 1914, p. 72; 1915, p. 35; 1916, p. 30; 1917, p. 25; 1918, p. 25; 
1919, p. 28; 1920, p. 15; 1921, p. 24; 1922, p. 19; 1923, p. 18; 1924, p. 30; 1925, p. 14; 1926, p. 
25; 1928, p. 28; 1929, p. 25; 1930, p. 18; 1930-31, p. 21; 1931-32, p. 26; 1933, p. 22; 1933-35, p. 
24; 1935-36, p. 33; 1936-37, p. 20; 1937-38, p. 11; 1938-39, p. 28). 

 
 

 

Figure 
Extract of a ‘Plan of the City of Adelaide and Park Lands’ as prepared by the Surveyor General’s Office dated 
1896 indicating various reservations extant over land in Tarndanya Womma/Park 26 together with additional 
land reserved as identified in hand annotations to the ‘Plan’  Note the “Footpath” along the southern edge of 
Lake Torrens, the “part of Survey Yard & portion of River Yards conveyed to Corporation Sec. 852/04”, the 
‘Survey Yard” representing the Surveyor’s Horse Paddock”, the “Rotunda Reserve” with “Rotunda” and “Act 
1901/87 97/90” for Elder Park, the “Adelaide Oval” extensions through “Private Act of 1891”, and the change 
of alignment of Montefiore Road at Montefiore Hill under “Act 2/[19]64”.   Source:  ACC archives..   




