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Kuntingga/Park 7 + Barnguttilla/Park 8 
 
Historical Overview:  Site Context 
Arising from Light’s plan, Kuntingga/Park 7 consists of 1.26ha of land bounded by Melbourne 
Road, Park Road and Mann Terrace, and Barnguttilla/Park 8 consists of 2.83ha of land bounded 
by Melbourne Road, Park Road and Mann Terrace.  Kuntingga/Park 7 is to the north of 
Melbourne Street and Barnguttilla/Park 8 is to the south of Melbourne Street.  These spatial 
segments have generally remained consistent until the 1960s when Park Road and Mann Terrace 
were varied and widened to accommodate revised vehicular traffic arrangements thereby 
reducing the overall hectarage of the two Parks and necessitating the removal of several mature 
Olive (Olea europaea) trees. 
 
Historical Overview:  Aboriginal Associations 
There are no specific references to Kaurna sites or activities, pre-contact or post-contact, for 
Kuntingga/Park 7 or Barnguttilla/Park 8 (Hemming 1998). 
 
It has been claimed that Kuntingga/Park 7 or Barnguttilla/Park 8 may host Kaurna burial sites, 
traditional camp sites, and ceremonial grounds but there is no extant evidence to confirm this 
observation (Draper et al 2005, p. 58). 
 
Historical Overview:  Post-Contact Associations  
In about 1844 horticulturist John Bailey (1800-64) established his J Bailey’s & Sons ‘Hackney 
Nursery’ (colloquially called ‘Bailey’s Garden’) on the corner of North Terrace and Hackney 
Road in Hackney.  Trained at the famous Loddiges & Sons nursery at Hackney near London, 
Bailey immigrated to Adelaide with the South Australian Company in 1839.  With his passage he 
imported numerous horticultural specimens including six varieties of olive (Olea europaea).  With 
imported olive ‘truncheons’ Bailey undertook the planting, propagating and distribution of 
specimens in 1845 including plantings on his own nursery property.  Extant remnants of these 
plantings remain today in Botanic Street park in Hackney, and on the ‘Athelney’ property now 
within the St Peter’s College grounds.  In 1851 he pressed the first South Australian olive oil 
from fruit picked at the ‘Garden’ and exhibited the oil at the Great Exhibition in London 
winning an honourable mention (Deppeler-Hagen 2002, p. 67; Hill 2005; Swinbourne 1982, p. 
3). 
 
Discussions by the Corporation and Mayors (Lord Mayors) about landscaping the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri embankments as well as the Park Lands generally were commonplace 
from the mid 1850s onwards.  The thoughts may have really been prompted by critical 
comments and articles in The Register, including reports of public meetings that voiced critique of 
the quality of the Park Lands, in 1854 onwards (eg., The Register 17 June 1854, p. 4; 8 July 1857, 
p. 2), that were in many ways directed towards the colonial Governor than the Corporation.   
 
For example, the editor of The Register wrote in July 1857: 
 

The Park Lands will never be other than a quagmire in winter, and a desert of blinding, suffocating dust 
in summer, … unless properly fenced roads are constructed through the … With such roads as now 
disgrace the Park Lands there is no alternative for vehicles but to deviate in all directions from the track, 
thus cutting up acres of pasturage on every side and rendering it utterly useless (The Register 8 July 1857, 
p. 2). 

 
These public debates and discussions appear to have been prompted by concerns from the 
colonial Governor about the overall aesthetic appearance of the Park Lands.  For example, on 
17 July 1855 the Colonial Secretary wrote to the Town Clerk expressing a desire “that something 
should be done to improve the present very unsightly appearance of most of the Park Lands 

near the Town; which he [Governor Gawler] thinks might be effected by the judicious planting 
of clumps of trees on half acres [0.2ha] or even quarter acres [0.10ha] in suitable positions; care 
being taken to fence such clumps with strong but neat fencing.”  Willingly, to assist these 
landscaping works, the Governor volunteered a budget of £400, and 
 

… a sum sufficient to accomplish much, but not all that he wishes [which the Corporation eagerly 
accepted] at once to carry out His Excellency’s wishes and propose to do so by means of competent 
gardeners [on] contracts to be obtained by advertisements in the usual newspapers, the works generally 
being performed under the supervision of the City Surveyor. 

 
With acceptance, the Governor imposed one condition requiring the appointment of an expert 
referee to monitor the works: 
 

… that some person should be nominated by himself to represent the Executive in this matter and to have 
a voice in the selection of the position of the several plantations and of the species of fencing to be made use 
of. 

 
The Colonial Secretary appointed horticulturist John Bailey, of Hackney Nursery, to this role.  
Unfortunately this scheme collapsed with the dissolution of the colonial Legislative Council in 
August 1855 despite unknown authored sketch “on the subject of planting a Public Square” 
being sent to the Corporation on 9 October 1855, with correspondence from the Governor 
indicating that “the writer of the memorandum has indicated some most sensible and just views 
of Landscape Gardening…”  The advice included a recommendation that, “in a climate like 
South Australia’s and to avoid the inconvenience of having to wait years for effect, clumps 
should be formed of the Olive, the Wattle and Gum-tree…”  It is possible the plan author was 
Francis, more so than Bailey as there is no evidence of Bailey’s plan drawing skills whereas the 
sketch in the document is similar in style to Francis’s hand (Letter, Colonial Secretary to Town 
Clerk, ACC, 7 July 1855, GRG 24/6/1381 (1855); letter, Town Clerk, ACC, to Colonial 
Secretary, 2 August 1855, GRG 24/6/2505 (1855); letter, Town Clerk, ACC, to Colonial 
Secretary, 13 August 1855, GRG 24/6/2644 (1855); Colonial Secretary to Town Clerk, ACC, 2 
August 1855, GRG 24/6/1605 (1855); Colonial Secretary to Town Clerk, ACC, 20 August 1855, 
GRG 24/6/1740 (1855) Colonial Secretary to Town Clerk, ACC, 2 August 1855, GRG 
24/6/2129 (1855) Colonial Secretary to Town Clerk, ACC, 2 August 1855, GRG 24/6/3289 
(1855)). 
 
While the unsuccessful 1855 Park Lands planting proposal by the colonial Governor to the 
Corporation was met with much support by the latter, it clearly was not forgotten by the 
Corporation.  In May 1856 the Corporation wrote to the colonial Governor, stating: 
 

I would suggest, if I might take the liberty, that … your Excellency might propose to advance a sum of 
money to the Corporation out of the Land Fund for the special purpose of improving the Park Lands, to be 
expended under the joint authority of the Executive and the Corporation (Letter, Correspondence, 
Hughes to Governor, 29 May 1856, GRG 24/90/176 (1856)). 

 
The Corporation was rewarded with this proposal and some £500 were advanced these 
“improvement[s]” that were however restricted to fencing and planting in the “North 
Parklands” that corresponds with the olive (Olea europaea) plantations in Kuntingga/Park 7 and 
Barnguttilla/Park 8 today, along Mann Terrace incorporating what is now the Mann Terrace 
olive (Olea europaea) grove.  Enclosure and planting works were thereupon contracted directly to 
John Bailey to execute (Letter, Hughes to Governor, 29 May 1856, GRG 24/90/176 (1856); 
letter, ACC Town Clerk to Colonial Secretary, 9 July 1856, GRG 24/6/2231 (1856). 
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While the specific location of this “improvement” is unclear in period documentation, what is 
clear is that Bailey was awarded a contract and by November 1856 tendered an invoice to the 
Colonial Secretary for the completed “planting of the North Adelaide Parklands.”  By all 
historical accounts, however, it is most likely this plantation is the extant Kuntingga/Park 7 and 
Barnguttilla/Park 8 olive (Olea europaea) plantations on Mann Terrace.  In February 1857 the 
Chief Secretary wrote to the Town Clerk advising that “the North Adelaide Park Lands may 
now be considered as under the charge of the Corporation of Adelaide…”  Bailey appears to 
have been thereupon contracted for the maintenance of the plantations, including tree 
replacement as necessary by the end of 1857 and it was presumably evident at that stage of 
Bailey’s ailing health resulting in the leasing of his Hackney Nursery in 1858 and later sale in 
1871 following his death from reputedly Bright’s disease in 1864 (Hill 2006, pp. 11-12; letter, 
Chief Secretary to Bailey, 18 November 1856, TC 1857/243; letter, Chief Secretary to ACC, 14 
February 1857, TC 1857/480; letter, Bailey to Town Clerk, 22 June 1857, TC 1857/652, 23 June 
1857, TC 1857/665). 
 
While Francis, Bailey and Boothby were predominantly planting olive (Olea europaea) trees in the 
Park Lands, City Gardener William Pengilly also undertook olive (Olea europaea) plantings in 
several areas.  During 1872 he was planting them on Light Square (70), in the North Adelaide 
Plantations (Kuntingga/Park 7, Barnguttilla/Park 8 and Karrawirra/Park 12) (1,255 and 210), 
adjacent to Bay Road [Anzac Highway] in Wikparndo/Park 22 (450), in the West Terrace Park 
Lands (Wikparndo/Park 22, Wirranendi/Park 23, and Tambawodli/Park 24) (350 and 350), in 
the North Terrace plantation, and on the Racecourse Park Land block (Bakkabakkandi/Park 16) 
(140).  Italian olive (Olea europaea) expert Paolo Villanis, in 1882, corroborated the existence of 
these plantings when he reviewed the state and condition of all the olive (Olea europaea) 
plantations in the Park Lands for the Corporation recording substantial olive (Olea europaea) 
groves “between the Port and Slaughterhouse Roads and Sheep Market” in Tulya Wodli/Park 
27, adjacent to West Terrace (Wikparndo/Park 22, Wirranendi/Park 23, and Tambawodli/Park 
24), along “both sides of Unley Road” in Pityarrilla/Park 19 and Kurrangga/Park 20, in the 
“East Park lands, between the Botanic Gardens and the Old Race Course” in Kadlitpinna/Park 
13, Mullawirraburka/Park 14, Ityamaiitpinna/Park 15 and Bakkabakkandi/Park 16, and the 
existence of “two plantations between Walkerville and River Torrens” in Kuntingga/Park 7 and 
Barnguttilla/Park 8 (Letter, Paolo Villanis to Town Clerk, 13 July 1883, TC 1883/2224; The 
Register, 24 July 1883, p. 6; letter, Paolo Villanis to Town Clerk, 22 February 1886, TC 1886/465; 
letter, William Pengilly to Town Clerk, 16 July 1872, TC 1872/519 and 4 September 1872, TC 
1872/622).   
 
In February 1886 Villanis provided an inventory to the Corporation of “the number of olive 
trees presently bearing fruit in the Town Corporation ground,” (note ‘fruit bearing and not a 
total list of trees overall) excluding the Gaol enclosures: 
 

Location Number of trees bearing fruit Present Park(s) 
    
Mann Terrace 27  Park7 & Park 8 
Brougham Place 29  Park 29 
Palmer Place 5  Park28 
Wellington Square 19  Wellington Square 
Torrens Lake  119  Park 26 
Strangways Terrace 7  Park 1 
Mitcham Road [Unley Road]  84  Park 19 &Park 20 
Plantation bordering the Old Race Course 272  Park 15 
South East Park Lands (Old Race Course) 105  Park 16 
Dequetteville Park 30  Park 14 
East Park Lands (between Old Race Course and North Terrace) 26 Park 13 

Hindmarsh Square 8  Hindmarsh Square 
Light Square 14  Light Square 
Whitmore Square 6  Whitmore Square 
West Terrace 112 Parks 22, 23 & 24 
Total  873      
(Letter, Paolo Villanis to Town Clerk, 22 February 1886, TC 1886/465) 

 
With the engagement of John Ednie Brown to prepare a Report on a System of Planting the Adelaide 
Park Lands (1880) Brown recorded that Kuntingga/Park 7 and Barnguttilla/Park 8 were almost 
entirely composed of stately and healthy olive trees (Olea europaea) laid out in plantations. 
 

Here the whole are embraced has been planted with Olives principally, and other trees here and there.  For 
the improvement of the part, and in order that it may be of a uniform character with the whole of the 
present design for the ornamentation of the Park Lands, I have to advise that footpaths be formed through 
the grounds as shown on the Plan, and that the most unpromising of the present crop of trees be removed, 
and afterwards the black thus created be filled up with other kinds of trees of a more ornamental character, 
to be presented named (Brown 1880, p. 23).   
 

 

 
 

 
 
Thus Brown supported the continuation of the olive (Olea europaea) plantations and their 
renovation to ensure their longevity.  Where death occurred or unsightly trees were to be 
removed, trees of an ornamental nature, as listed in the table below, were recommended. 
 
 

Figure 
Plan 20 from Brown’s (1880) Report on a System of Planting the Adelaide Park Lands that indicates a semi-formal 
pedestrian circulation system for both Kuntingga/Park 7 and Barnguttilla/Park 8 as well the established dense 
plantation of Olive (Olea europaea) trees. 
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Brown’s tree planting recommendations were: 
 

Nomenclature as 
used by JE 
Brown (1880) 

Current Scientific Nomenclature Current Common Name 

Pinus Insignis Pinus radiata Monterey Pine 
Pinus Halepensis Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine 
Pinus Canariensis Pinus canariensis Canary Islands Pine 
Pinus Sabiniana ?  
Pinus Longifolia ?  
Pinus Radiata Pinus radiata Monterey Pine 
Pinus Cembra Pinus cembra Austrian Pine 
Cupressus Lawsonia Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Lawson Cypress, Port Orford Cedar 
Araucaria Excelsa Araucaria heterophylla Norfolk Island Pine 
Ficus Macrophylla Ficus macrophylla Moreton Bay Fig 
Fraxinus Excelsior Fraxinus excelsior English Ash 
Ulmus Campestris Ulmus procera English Elm 
Ulmus Montana Ulmus glabra Scotch Elm, Wych Elm 
Ulmus Suberosa Quercus suber Cork Oak 
Cedrus Deodara Cedrus deodara Deodar Cedar, Himalayan Cedar 
Cedrus Atlantica Cedrus atlantica Atlas Cedar 
Abies Excelsa ?  
Abies Douglasii Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas Fir 
Picea Nobilis ?  
Picea Amabilis ?  
Picea Cephalonica ?  
Juniperus Virginiana Juniperus virginiana Pencil Cedar, Eastern Red Cedar 
Quercus sessiliflora Quercus petraea  Durmast Oak 
Quercus pedunculata Quercus robur English Oak, Common Oak 
Populus (the common 

sorts) 
Populus spp.  

Robinea pseudacacia Robinia pseudoadcacia Black Locust, False Acacia 
Lagunaria Patersonii Lagunaria patersonia Pyramid Tree, Norfolk Island 

Hibiscus 
Sterculia heterophylla ?  

 
With Brown’s appointment as ‘Supervisor of the Plantations’, upon the invitation of City of 
Adelaide Mayor Edwin Smith in April 1882, Brown commenced foundational work in 
implementing parts of the Report’s (1880) recommendations.  The City Gardener (1867-83), 
William Pengilly (1825-1911) was advised that Brown shall have “general supervision of the tree 
planting in the Park Lands” and to “render Mr. Brown every facility for this purpose …” (Town 
Clerk’s Dept Outwards Letter Book, 1882/602/18).  A fractious relationship occurred with 
Brown and Pengilly, and a specific incident over street tree plantings along Barton Terrace West 
prompted Brown’s resignation from this position in August 1882.  While the Corporation 
sought to remedy the situation, continued disobedience and contrary activities by the City 
Gardener and his workforce eventually prompted Brown’s formal resignation on 1 June 1883.  
In his letter of resignation he wrote “I must for the sake of professional reputation, seek to be 
relieved of the responsibility.”  With this decision the Corporation determined to sack the City 
Gardener, and therein had a series of City Gardeners until such time as August Pelzer (1862-
1934) was appointed City Gardener (1899-1934) in mid 1899. 
 
Notwithstanding Brown’s activities, Pengilly also proceeded with planting activities.  In his 
Annual Report of 1883 Pengilly records the planting of “various kinds of trees” numbering 300 in 
Park Land blocks 1 to 9 as well as 5 new plantations resulting in an overall tree plantation total 
of 3,082 trees.  Where these actual plantings and plantations occurred and were established is 
unclear (Annual Report 1882-83, p. 134). 
 

In the subsequent financial year the Corporation acquired a substantial amount of fencing 
materials from England, including wrought iron posts, wrought iron field gates, cast iron corner 
posts, galvanized iron pillars together with 117,950 yards (107,853m) of 7-ply galvanized wire.  
The purpose was to totally replace the existing “old and dilapidated post and two rail fence” that 
enclosed most of the Park Land blocks to the Terraces.  The cast iron posts and pillars were 
marked with “Iron Duke” and “Letterewe” branding.  Upon arrival, the Park Lands and 
Gardens staff commenced the process of re-fencing the Park Lands (Annual Report 1883-84, pp. 
56-57).  William H Campbell, as Park Lands Ranger, trialled this new fencing on South Terrace 
and found that he could erect it at a cost of 2¼d per foot.  His conclusions were that the fencing 
was cost-effective, ornamental, offered opportunities for addition access points, and “in a 
measure complies with Councillor [FW] Bullock’s intention to allow of perambulators, &c., 
having access to our reserves.”  Notwithstanding this purchase, staff often proceeded with re-
fencing works using old materials (Annual Report 1884-85, pp. 102-103). 
 
By 1883 the Corporation observed that its olive (Olea europaea) plantations were “going back to 
their wild state.”  This was partially a reflection of the lack of expertise by City Gardeners in 
knowledgeably managing the plantations as also their lack of horticultural interest in this species.  
The Corporation thereby contracted Signor Paolo Villanis, an Italian engineer and vigneron to 
the Italian Court at the Melbourne International Exhibition of 1880-81, to review and renovate 
the plantations.  Following the Exhibition, Villanis travelled to and settled in Adelaide with his 
family.  His initial observations of the Adelaide Park Land olive (Olea europaea) plantations were 
that “… never in the European countries [a few exceptions made] I have seen such richness and 
strength of growth and such a healthy condition of the plants” as he stated to Mayor Fuller in 
July 1883(Town Clerk’s Docket 2224 of 1883). 
 
But Villanis also caused some controversy in Adelaide with his pronouncement that “I see the 
olive is shamefully neglected in South Australia”, a quotation that was published in The Garden & 
the Field (October 1881).  His rejuvenation program, as perceived by the public and mainstream 
media, involved considerable decimation or pruning of the overgrown, unproductive and 
unkempt olive (Olea europaea) trees, reputedly comprising some 6,500 trees, and which resulted in 
a public outcry as to his actions and his claimed qualifications.  The public outcry belied another 
incident where Pengilly and his gardening staff used excessive and ill-informed actions in the 
Park Lands in their tree pruning and planting activities.  Villanis discovered that Pengilly’s 
gardening staff had excessively hacked the Olive (Olea europaea) trees following his careful 
pruning works.  His own approach is set out in an article in The Garden & the Field (October 
1883) (Morton, 1996, pp. 158-159;  The Garden & the Field, April 18885, pp. 164-166; January 
1884, p. 125; October 1881; October 1883). 
 
Villanis’ activities, notwithstanding the extensive Olive (Olea europaea) tree hacking by Pengilly’s 
staff, appear to have reaped financial returns to the Corporation.  In 1886 the Corporation 
reported a successful olive (Olea europaea) harvesting season resulting in over eight tons of fruit 
being sold to Sir Samuel Davenport for £7 10s per ton.  This comprised olives (Olea europaea) 
obtained from the East Parklands and Mann Terrace plantations (Annual Report 1886-87, p. 15). 
 
During late 1887 the Park Lands Ranger, William Campbell, recorded the fencing of some 20 
chains of ornamental wire cable fencing along Mann Terrace in the 1886-87 financial year.  An 
additional 24 chains were erected in 1889-90.  Campbell noted his preference to the ornamental 
fencing but also complained about the public’s predilection to “sit on the wires and loosen 
them” (Annual Report 1886-87, p. 112; 1889-90, p. 119, 120). 
 
In 1895 Mayor Charles Tucker reported the unsuccessful harvesting of the olive (Olea europaea) 
plantations due to their poor care and attention.  Several dead trees were removed. In 1897 the 
Corporation reported a more successful crop that sold at “8s. per gallon in bulk.”  In 1898 about 
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2,045 litres (450 gallons) of olive (Olea europaea) oil were obtained from the Corporation’s 
plantations.  A Corporation tender call in March 1900 resulted in Messrs Faulding & Co being 
successful with a bid of 7s per gallon for 430 gallons for the 1899 harvest crop, and a mercantile 
firm acquired a further 100-200 gallons at 7s per gallon.  Messrs Wilkinson & Co were successful 
with a tender of 6s 9d for 350 gallon for the 1900 harvest crop.  A Mr B North also acquired 
unprocessed olives (Olea europaea) from various plantations at £20 5s in 1899-1900 (Annual Report 
1894-95, pp. 64-65; 1897-98, p. 21; 1898-99, p. 18; 1899-1900, p. 97).   
 
With Pelzer’s appointment in mid 1899 a rigorous planting program of the Park Lands was 
undertaken, and it appears that Pelzer somewhat faithfully referred to and used Brown’s Report 
(1880) as the guiding master plan for his planting activities. 
 
In the olive (Olea europaea) plantations, Pelzer sought to enable their retention but also their care 
to ensure economical oil and olive (Olea europaea) harvests.  In 1903 Pelzer reported the pruning 
of numerous trees with gaol labour and a poor crop resulting in 176 gallons of oil which was 
sold to Messrs Faulding & Co at 8s 3d per gallon nett.  In 1904 some 230 gallons were produced 
which was sold to Messrs D & J Fowler Ltd at 7s 7d per gallon (Annual Report 1903, p. 26; 1904, 
p. 39). 
 
In 1903 a review of all Corporation depots and rubbish tips in the Park Lands considered the 
removal of limestone excavation holes and recommended various closures.  There were no pits 
and tips identified as being used in Kuntingga/Park 7 and Barnguttilla/Park 8 (Annual Report 
1903, pp. 28-29). 
 
In 1904 the Corporation commissioned fencing contractors to erect the “Anchor” style of sawn 
jarrah post and wire fencing.  The style consisted of six-wire fencing with jarrah posts 3.6m 
apart.  George Wills & Co undertook this fencing works (Annual Report 1904, pp. 39, 74; 1905, p. 
41). 
 
 

 
 

 
 
In 1911 the Corporation received two proposals from Messrs Crompton & Son to purchase the 
olive (Olea europaea) rights of the plantations in the Corporation’s Park Lands for a period of 5-8 
years.  The offers included a works program to: 
 

… spray, prune, and generally treat the olive trees (which have for years received no attention whatever) in 
order to bring them up to their full bearing capacity.   

 
… Messrs Crompton & Son [also] approached the Council with a view to the purchase of fruit on terms 
somewhat similar to those accepted by the Council in the case of the gaol plantation, but conditionally on 
the trees being thinned out in various localities so as to benefit the remaining trees, which, under the offer, 
would be pruned and sprayed by the firm named.  Approximately 1,700 olive trees were growing in the 
Parks, most of which were originally planted too close together, and were surrounded by other tall trees 
causing the olives to be weakened and to bear limited quantities of fruit … as the offer was received from 
Messrs Crompton & Son was most advantageous to the Council, it was accepted, and an agreement 
covering a period of seven years was signed (Annual Report 1912, p. 62). 

 
In 1912 Pelzer reported tree removal works in Barnguttilla/Park 8.  “Unsightly mulberry trees 
[Morus ssp] … [were] removed, and replaced with ash [Fraxinus ssp], honey locust [Gleditsia ssp], 
gum [Eucalyptus ssp] and elm [Ulmus procera] trees.”  Some 10 trees were planted with tree guards.  

Figure 
“Pure Olive Oil” bottle “from the Corporation Olive Yards” label as prepared by the Corporation, c.1907.  
Source:  private collection. 
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A “rustic bridge” was also erected in Kuntingga/Park 7 in 1916 (Annual Report 1912, pp. 98, 99, 
100; 1916, p. 44). 
 
Pathway reconstruction works were undertaken in parts of Barnguttilla/Park 8 in 1920-22 
(Annual Report 1920, p. 31; 1922, p. 27). 
 
In 1925 Pelzer removed about 10 chains of post and wire fencing along Mann Terrace and 
shifted it 6 feet (1.8m) eastwards to enable road widening works.  Mann Terrace was widened 
between McKinnon Parade and Melbourne Street by reducing the width of the existing 8 ft 
(2.4m) wide footpath due to traffic congestion at the intersection from tramway traffic.  A new 
footbridge was also erected in Barnguttilla/Park 8 in 1925 and an additional footbridge in 1927 
(Annual Report 1925, pp. 36, 74; 1927, p. 30). 
 
 

   
   

 
 

 

Figure
Extract of a City 
Engineer prepared 
plan entitled Plan 
Showing Improved 
Pavements, dated 14 
November 1927, 
depicting the 
pathway system in 
Kuntingga/Park 7 
and 
Barnguttilla/Park 
8.  Source:  ACC 
Archives 

Figure: 
Aerial photograph of Kuntingga/Park 7 and Barnguttilla/Park 8 in 1936 depicting the Olive (Olea europaea) 
plantations.  A dense formal configuration existed in Kuntingga/Park 7where as a sparser configuration existed 
in Barnguttilla/Park 8.   Road construction works can also be observed as occurring in the Melbourne Street 
segment through the plantations.  Note that the present Mann Street dual carriageway had not been constructed 
at this time.  Source: University of Adelaide Archives 
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From the 1930s onwards Kuntingga/Park 7 and Barnguttilla/Park 8 received little Corporation 
attention other than maintaining the recreational facilities and paddocks.  Indeed, there appears 
to have been no thought or Corporation policy since the establishment of the plantations that 
viewed them as places of recreational value or could accommodate recreational facilities. 
 
On 29 February 1932 Pelzer retired and the Corporation commenced a reorganisation of the 
City Gardener’s Branch (Annual Report 1931-32, p. 27).  Following Pelzer’s retirement a sequence 
of gardeners and a change of commitment to the gardens and the Park Lands appear evident 
throughout Adelaide notwithstanding the Centenary of South Australia celebrations in 1936.  In 
terms of Kuntingga/Park 7 and Barnguttilla/Park 8 little improvement works were entertained 
from 1932 up until the 1960s (Annual Report 1935-36, p. 37).  
 
During March – August 1957, however, the Town Clerk, Colonel William CD Veale, undertook 
a study tour of council organisations and facilities in Europe and North America, and submitted 
his reports on various topics in October 1958.  Report No. 4 (1958) dealt with Parks and Gardens 
(Veale 1958) and made sweeping recommendations towards the renovation and development of 
several parks around the Park Lands, together with redevelopment of the River 
Torrens/Karrawirra Parri edges and the development of an 18-hole golf course.  There were no 
specific recommendations for Kuntingga/Park 7 and Barnguttilla/Park 8. 
 
Despite this, the Corporation did review the future of Kuntingga/Park 7 and Barnguttilla/Park 8 
in early 1961.  It was considering options to remove all the olive (Olea europaea) to accommodate 
a hockey fields in Kuntingga/Park 7 and a series of soccer fields in Barnguttilla/Park 8.  No 
action was forthcoming on these proposals (ACC TC Docket No 2201/1960). 
 
During the late 1960s and early 1970s the western flanks of Kuntingga/Park 7 and 
Barngutilla/Park 8 were impacted by the construction of new roadways association with the 
O’Bahn construction resulting in a dual carriageway one-way road system for Mann Terrace 
through Kuntingga/Park 7 and Barngutilla/Park 8 but also resulting in the removal of various 
sporting facilities that Pelzer had developed along this eastern flank. 
 
Because of this continuity of Olive (Olea europaea) plantation use since the 1860s the two Park 
portions have developed and matured together and have a strong sense of landscape character 
cohesion.  They are also viewed as the driving public, as an integral part of the Mann Terrace 
driving experience. 
 
Amery (1997; 2002: 269) proposed the toponym Kuntingga, meaning ‘kunti root place’, to 
Kuntingga/Park 7.  Amery drew the toponym from Teichelmann and Schürmann’s recordings 
of kunto meaning ‘a root of red colour and bitter taste, which the natives roast and eat’ and –ngga 
meaning ‘location’.  In respect of Barnguttilla/Park 8 he (1997; 2002: 270) proposed the 
toponym Barnguttilla, meaning ‘barngutta root place’, to this park.  Amery drew the toponym 
from Teichelmann and Schürmann’s (1840) recordings of barngutta meaning ‘native root; potato’ 
that they believed was a term applied to a tuber that closely resembled the European potato, and 
–illa meaning ‘location’. 
 

 
 

 

Figure: 
Aerial photograph of Kuntingga/Park 7 and Barnguttilla/Park 8 in 1947 depicting the Olive (Olea europaea) 
plantations.  A dense formal configuration existed in Kuntingga/Park 7where as a sparser configuration existed 
in Barnguttilla/Park 8.   Road construction works can also be observed as occurring in the Melbourne Street 
segment through the plantations.  Note that the present Mann Street dual carriageway had not been constructed 
at this time.  Source: University of Adelaide Archives 
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Image: 
Contemporary c.1995 aerial photograph of Kuntingga/Park 7 and Barnguttilla/Park 8 depicting the Olive (Olea 
europaea) plantations.  It can be discerned that there is a close similarity in tree canopies between the two 
photographs indicating that little has changed in the overall plantation character.  Note the additional road 
widening to create Mann Road.  Source:  City of Adelaide Archive. 
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