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THE SCRAPBOOK

Whanganui River Minimum Flows Review

1987/88

The Department of Conservation
released its three-volume submission
last Wednesday.

Mr Keith Chapple, Chairman of the
Wanganui River Flows Coalition,
said the Department was to be
congratulated for producing such an
expert and professional document in
a limited period of time.

“While a lot of the material has been
known about for many years, it has
taken the department to uncover it
and put it into language we can
understand,” he said.

If information, particularly the
river’s hydrological impacts, had not
been released in DoC’s submission,
the public would have been
“seriously disadvantaged”.

“There is no doubt this submission
will have a dramatic impact,” and it
has enabled him (Mr Chapple) to be
positive about the campaign for the
first time.

Wanganui Chronicle,
14 June, 1988







Preface

Diversion of the Whanganui River’s mountain headwaters into Lake Taupo and on into the
Waikato River for hydroelectric power generation began in 1972. This scheme would be
referred to as the Tongariro Power Development or TPD. Twenty two kilometres of tunnel
and 14 kms of canal had been constructed (see maps p9 and 10), and captures much of the

flow (water and sand).

The diversion water right (renamed a resource consent under the Resource Management
Act [RMA] in 1991) contained the most basic minimum flow conditions, and in 1983 the
consent was reviewed. Downstream environmental impacts were being claimed by New
Zealand Canoeing Association and others including Lands and Survey Department staff who
managed the river’s recreational facilities. But the Rangitikei Wanganui Catchment Board
(later to become part of the Horizon Regional Council) hearing resulted in little change to

the consent conditions.

In 1988 a second review was held. However, this time the playing field was very different.
The new Labour government was radically restructuring the public service by corporatizing
some existing departments into state-owned enterprises or SOE’s (which were created to
partake in commercial activities and return a profit for the government), and by establishing
some new departments such as the Ministry for the Environment (MFE) and the
Department of Conservation (DOC). The second Whanganui River minimum flow review
would be the new Conservation Department’s first environmental advocacy case and

expectations were high.

Environmentalists at last had a champion with a budget to hire expertise and DOC's
Whanganui Conservator< John Ombler, was highly motivated. John was a Land and Survey
Department Park Ranger in 1983 and had been frustrated at the 1983 review hearing; his

claims of environmental impacts being met with taunts of “show us the evidence”.

And the TPD operator had also changed with the Electricity Department being reformed into
the SOE, Electrocorp. Their goal was to maximise profit and in their first year of operation
(in the words of a senior Electrocorp staffer giving evidence at the hearing) “no tolerance

would be shown”, for calls to reduce the volume of diverted water.

Being a physical geographer and having recently been employed by the Taranaki Catchment
Commission (now the Taranaki Regional Council), | was familiar with catchment processes
and water right consents. | was introduced to John and he hired me to find that evidence.
He found an office building intentionally away from the rest of the staff and let me engage

an assistant. Eric Pyle was having a gap year and enthusiastically embraced the river flow



work. He would subsequently go on to study resource management and make his career in

conservation.

John’s instructions were clear and simple: put together a submission of evidence as thick as
3 telephone books addressing every impact | could find using the most credible experts —
preferably with PhDs. It was October 1987 and | had less than 6 months to investigate and
compile those 3 volumes. Thirty experts were subsequently engaged — although perhaps
somewhat to John’s disappointment, not all had PhDs. None-the-less, three volumes would
be produced which provided a scientific basis of hydrological (water and sediment),
morphological, ecological and recreational impacts as well as effects on cultural and intrinsic

values.

While this story has significance in New Zealand’s evolving environmental management and
should be comprehensively told, | have here at least reproduced the newspaper accounts
from the scrapbook | kept. John made sure the media were well informed and the articles
broadly describe our activities along with the other players, the politics, the hearing itself,
and the aftermath. The scrapbook provides an appreciation of the Catchment Board’s
efforts to control the process, our attempts at a scientific and robust approach, Electocorp’s
frustration at being seen as the bad guy — not helped by their blocking some DOC witnesses
from appearing at the hearing, the depth of feeling of the interest groups, the infuriation of
Finance Minister Roger Douglas at the Conservation Department (Minister Helen Clark)
using government resources to rein in a lucrative government earner, and subsequent

efforts by Treasury to ensure this “situation could not happen again!”

While Maori were late comers in the process, having been distracted by the recent
establishment of the Whanganui National Park and ownership of the Whanganui riverbed,
they would none-the-less play a significant role. Late in the hearing the Whanganui Maori
Trust Board lawyer requested that it be reconvened at the Ngapuwaiwaha Marae in
Tauramanui so tribal kaumatua could give their perspective. This turned out to be a moving
experience and such marae presentations would become the hallmark of future resource

management proceedings.

Perhaps one of the most influential pieces of our evidence was a video comparison of
natural and abstracted flow. During the 1987/88 summer Electrocorp had released the
entire headwater flow down the main tributary — the Whakapapa River, while they carried
out maintenance on its intake structure. With the return of the natural summer flow the
river became vibrant and enjoyed by white water rafters and kayakers. We hired a

helicopter to video the spectacle. Later, with the flow diverted once more, we returned



with the video camera. The effect of splicing natural flow with virtually no flow at several

locations looked dramatic when shown to the commissioners.

And of the decision? For the river it was a positive outcome with summer flows in the
mountain fed headwaters not to fall below the natural average low flow —John had
described this flow as “sacrosanct”. In addition, no abstraction at all was to occur from the

actual Whanganui tributary coming off Mount Tongariro — this in respect of Maori values.

Electrocorp were incensed and would throw substantial resources into the appeal. But my
involvement had finished after the initial hearing. | had returned to university so was now
an onlooker. With their funding slashed by Douglas and Treasury, all DOC could do was try
and hold on to the hearing gains rather than be proactive. But while Electrocorp would
succeed in clawing back some of the water, the essence of the minimum flow decision
would endure and form the basis of future national standards in water abstraction and

allocation.

The scrapbook begins in October 1987 when the Royal Forest and Bird Society’s national
chairman, and upper riverside resident, Mr Keith Chapple gave a public presentation of his
just completed book “Rape of the Whanganui River”. His story evocatively outlined the
diversion of water from the river’s mountain headwaters and his thoughts on the
environmental consequences. The scene was set and the town of Taumarunui on the upper
reaches, and the city of Whanganui at the rivermouth, would become absorbed in river flow
matters over the following year. Indeed, the entire Whanganui community became unified
and focused, something | have not seen again in the 35 years | have lived here, and
something | feel somewhat proud of. The scrapbook ends on 22 October 1988, with a light-
hearted and prophetic comment by Whanganui Chronicle senior journalist Mr Dave

Lawrence.

To further set the scene, the Introduction and location maps from DOC’s submissions are

first reproduced.

The Scrapbook, DOC's three volume submission and video (low quality and not narrated),
and Mr Keith Chapple’s “Rape of the Wanganui River” may all be downloaded from the

Coastal Systems website https://coastalsystems.co.nz

Roger Shand



Introductory section (with maps) from the DOC submission

The Tongariro Power Development (TPD) Scheme began diverting headwater streams
of the Wanganui River (Whakapapa, Okupata, Taurewa, Tawhitikuri, Mangatepopo
and Upper Wanganui) in 1972. Some 320 km2 of mountain catchment are
diverted, via 16 km of tunnel, two dams and a series of canals, into Lake
Rotoaira and thence through the Tokaanu Power Station into Lake Taupo (See

Figures 1 and 2).

After commissioning, the scheme was subject to a number of operating

agreements: -

- A minimum desirable flow of 9.9m3/s at the Piriaka Power Station with
an absolute minimum of 7.4m3/s

- A residual flow from the Whakapapa River of 0.6m3/s for fisheries
protection, and

- Releases to be made from the Whakapapa intake when water temperature

exceeds 25°c at Kakahi.

Because the scheme diverts water out of the Wanganui catchment it has a marked
effect on downstream river flows - especially during periods of lower

discharge.

The impacts of the flow reduction on mid-river navigation were brought to the
attention of the National Water and Soil Conservation Organisation (NWASCO) in
1977 by the NZ Canoeing Association. This eventually led to the Rangitikei
Wanganui Catchment Board (RWCB) holding a minimum flows hearing in 1982. The
Board's recommendation was for a minimum flow of 22m3/s to be maintained at
Te Maire Bridge 17 km downstream of Taumarunui from 1 December to 14 February
and at other times a flow of 16m3/s was to be required. This was adopted
by NWASCO for a 5 year period. The so called minimum flow condition has been
observed by the New Zealand Electricity Division, now the Electricity
Corporation, with periodic releases from the TPD intakes - wusually the
Whakapapa. The initial 5 year period is about to expire and a review is to be

held by the RWCB on 8 July 1988. That is the reason for this submission.
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The objective of the DOC investigation have been:
3 I To identify the nature and extent of diverted catchment inputs,

2. To identify and define consequences (problems) associated with the

modified flow regime, and

3. To determine the appropriate flow regime that will ameliorate tiese

affects.

After considering the significance of the Wanganui River and the authority
under which the DOC has become involved in the minimum flows review, the
objectives detailed above will be addressed. Visual aids such as overaiead

projections, videos and slides will be used to illustrate parts of the

evidence.
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By MARY ANNE GILL

Politicians, economic theorists
and industrialists were respons-
ible for the destiny and eventual
rape of the King Country, includ-
ing the Wanganui River, accord-
ing to Keith Chapple, whose book,
“The Rape of the Wanganui Riv-
er”, will be released on October

The book has been written in time
for a public meeting in Taumarunui
called to form a coalition of inter-
ested sector groups which would set
about lobbying Government for a
major review of the minimum flow
levels on the Wanganui River.

Mr Chapple, who lives at Kakahi,
Just south of Taumarunui, is a
member of the King Country branch
of the Royal Forest and Bird
Protection Society, which is spon-
soring the meeting.

Mr Chapple's neighbour and long-
time friend, author and artist Peter
Mclntyre, has written the foreword
to the book.

Mr McIntyre was responsible for
bringing to the public’s attention
details of the Tongariro power
project.

In a scathing letter published in
the Evening Post on June 23, 1964,
Mr MclIntyre said he was outraged
that such destruction could be
contemplated in an area described
in his book, “Kakahi”, as “the
archetype of a freshness and innoc-
ence that persist not only there but
in little places all over both islands
of New Zealand”.

The power project is described by
Mr Chapple as “one of New Zea-
land’s most misguided engineering
projects™.

In the book he goes back in time,
relating the legend of the centre of
Te-tka-a-maui (the North Island)
-where once stood the mighty moun-
tains Ruapehu, Ngauruhoe, Tongar-
iro and Taranaki, together with the
beautiful maiden Pihanga.

The story of how the separated
leads on to the early history of the
region and how Kupe, the discov-
erer of New Zealand, explored the
tidal reaches of the Wanganui River.

Then the arrival of the European
in the 1840’s, when Wanganui city
was first settled, is detailed.

It was in the early 1900s when the

KEITH CHAPPLE

public
and local bodies “ountrageously
manipulated”.

King Country was opened up during
construction of the North Island
Main Trunk railway that the “rape”
of the region began in earnest,
according to Mr Chapple.

Ferocious rate

“Timber was extracted at a fero-
cious rate, often leaving behind in
wastage much more than was ex-
ported, But no significant benefit
from the destruction of the forests
accrued to the people of the King
Country,

“They hacked, hewed and felled a
subsistence level of living from the
forests — but little else,” said Mr
Chapple in his book.

Conservation issues were first
raised early this century by Alexan-
der Hatrick, the founder of the
Wanganui River steamers.

Fortunately, the Government of
the day listened and set legislation
in place to preserve certain areas of
timber along the Main Trunk line
and the Wanganui River.

Much went on on the land in the
period between then and 1957, when
recreational use of the river was
revived by the invention of the

jetboat and Bill Hamilton's pioneer-
ing trip upstream from Wanganui to
Taumarunui.

However, forces were afoot as
early as 1953 to have the Wanganui
River used to help the generating
capacity for the eight major hydro
power stations on the Waikato
River.

This would be achieved by divert-
ing the rivers and streams from the
Tongariro National Park, it was
decided.

According to Mr Chapple, the
benefits that would accrue from
such a scheme against capital ex-
penditure were glossed over and
whether the power was needed was
not mentioned in any substantial
way, other than in vague terms that
the country needed more electric
power.

After three vyears of intensive
surveys and studies an Order in
Council authorised the Ministry of
Electricity on October 17, 1958, to
“construct and use works in connec-
tion with the utilisation of water
power from the Wanganui, Tokaanu,
Tongariro, Rangitikei and Whan-
gaehu rivers and their tributaries.”

60 Affected
. Over 60 rivers and streams rising
in the Tongariro National Park were
pltimateiy affected by the Tongar-
iro power development scheme,
including the most important — the
Whakapapa River.

Despite opposition from 1964 on-
wards in the form of public meet-
ings, political lobbying and media
coverage, the project went ahead,
albeit with some concessions.

The most notable was an agree-
ment between the Government and
the Taumarunui Borough Council
municipal electricity department
for lost power generation as a result
of the diversion.

According to Mr Chapple, this
agreement in 1973 took all of the
sting out of public argument. The
Government cited time and again
they had met their obligations to the
people because of the agreement.

When the scheme went into full

operation in mid-1974, the Whakapa-
pa River was to lose 80 percent of its
average mean flow while the Ton-
gariro lost only 50-60 percent,
. Mr Chapple says in the book that
In reviewing the Tongariro power
development scheme, it is difficult
to escape the conclusion that the
public and local bodies were out-
rageously manipulated from the
beginning.

e enfinmed
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He said facts obtained via the
Official Information Act show the
Government’s dealings with the
public were a sham — a clever
public relations exercise designed
to fool the public into thinking they
were an important part of the
decision-making.

However, the Order in Council
authorised in 1958 proves other-
wise, says Mr Chapple.

“It is difficult to ascertain if a
deliberate policy of misrepresenta-
tion of the facts was embarked upon
but there can certainly be no excuse
on behalf of the Government, or
officials, for their failure to put the
proposal to build the Tongariro
power development scheme up for
public scrutiny,” he says.

Mr Chapple then goes on to deal
specifically with the western diver-
sion of the scheme.

This diversion from the Wanganui
catchment began in February, 1971.

In December, 1977, the New
Zealand Canoeing Association re-
quested a higher flow for the
Wanganui River.

The National Water Conservation
Organisation requested that the
Rangitikei-Wanganui  Catchment
Board recommend the fixing of
desirable minimum water flows.

In 1979, the board invited public
submissions and had a report pre-
pared which laid out a minimum
flow regime and resulted in the
setting of flows for a four-year
period from 1983 to 1987.

Twenty-two cumecs (one cumec
equalling one cubic metre of water
passing a given point per second)
were set as a minimum flow at Te
Maire for the months of December,
January, part of February and also
at Easter, while 16 cumecs were set
for all other times of the year.

Agreement was also reached with
the Wildlife Service to have flows
fixed so that the water tempera-
tures at Kakahi never rose above 23
degrees celcius as trout become
distressed in high water tempera-
tures, sometimes fatally.

These three agreements -— the
minimum flow, temperature and the
Taumarunui Borough Council’s
compensation for loss of flow at
their Piriaka power station are
currently managed by the catch-
ment board.

For review
These are the agreements which
are up for review next year.
The Taumarunui Borough Council
has already had talks with Elec-
tricorp to discuss the level of

compensatory payments made to it
as a result of loss of flow.

The council does not expect a
response for at least two months.

The other two agreements are the
subject of intense interest by vari-
ous conservation and lobby groups
in the King Country, Wanganui and,
in fact, throughout the country from
leisure groups such as canoeists and
anglers.

With the Wanganui River the
centrepiece of the new Whanganui
National Park, it can expect to see
more visitors and increased ac-
tivity.

With water flows at their current
levels, tourism can not be actively
encouraged as there gquite simply
may not be enough water to cope
with the influx of visitors say many
of the lobbyists.

The King Country branch of the
Royal Forest and Bird Protection
Society wants to see all these groups
come together to discuss the issue
of minimum water flows and lobby
Government for change.

Already there has been consider-
able interest shown from Wanganui,
where a large number of people are
expected to attend the public meet-
ing in Taumarunui on October 20 at
the War Memorial Hall at 7pm.

In the final chapter of his book,
Mr Chapple says the Wanganui
River has been excluded from the
new national park possibly because
it is feared that there could be
conflict of interests which would
see the park authority pulled in
different directions by the Tongar-
iro power development scheme,
conservation interests and the role
of the river.

“But those conflict of interests
exist already and will not go away
because the river has not been
included.

“When the river is included, its
flow level and general condition will
come under the formal scrutiny of a
park authority. One benefit of this
will be the very general feeling that
at last the Wanganui River has been
given into the right hands,” Mr
Chapple says.

Some areas of the Wanganui
national park are just too precious
and need to be cared for under a
total protection philosophy, he says.

“How will history judge us if at a
time when we are able to do so, we
did not take the opportunity to set in
place a similar philosophy for the
Wanganui River — a river which
currently joins New Zealand's new-
est and oldest national parks,” Br
Chapple concludes.



Hopes of a united effort to boost water flows in the Wanganui River
rose when a coalition was formed in Taumarunui last night to lobby
the Government for a major flow review.

About 90 people last night at-
iended a public meeting in
Taumarunui convened by the King
Country branch of the Royal Forest
and Bird Protection Society to
discuss the issue.

After three hours of discussion at
the Taumarunui Memorial Hall
those present agreed to set up an
umbrella group, with representa-
tives of 15 Wanganui, Taumarunui
and river community groups and
businesses indicating they would
nominate a person to serve on the
coalition.

Wanganui city councillor Stephen
Palmer, one of several Wanganui
people present, said he would re-
commend the council support the
new coalition,

He said he had been impressed
with the realistic attitude of or-
ganisers and the coalition provided
an opportunity for the region to pull
together on tourism.

Annette Main, of Naturally Whan-
ganui, said the body would appoint a
representative to the coalition.

Draw-off

At Issue is the Tongariro power
scheme, and the draw-off of some 80
percent of the Wanganui River's
headwaters to feed the tailraces and
turbhines at Rangipo and at stations
down the Waikato River.

Pressing the meeting to set up the
coalition ~society King Country
branch president Keith Chapple
said groups ke his wanted to see a
natural rhrythmical water flow in the
river instead of the Wanganui’s
water flows “being regulated by a
set of giant taps.” :

Mr Chapple said the river was like
a garden swimming pool Filled.
spilled or emptied according to the
dictates of electricity consumption.

Two methods were identified to
achieve enhanced natural flows.

One was to present a strong case
for reduced extraction of the
headwaters for hyvdro generation at
the public hearing in May next vear
on the so-called “minimum flow
regime.”

in 1983, as a result of widespread
public concern, minimum rates of
flow in the river were set for
various times of the year — mainiy
to ensure jetboat, canoe and other
tourism and recreational users were
guaranteed set minimum water
flows. The flow rates were to be
reviewed every five years.

Alternative

An alternative being promoted by
Mr Chapple and the society’s King
Country branch is for the coalition
to lobby the Government direct for
a major review of the water right
that allows Electricorp to divert
headwaters.

Once a review is announced by the
Government, with acceptable terms
of reference and timetable, the
coalition could disband and indi-
vidual organisations could put their
cases for the ideal flows as they see
them.

Mr Chapple claimed Department
of Conservation staff responsible
for the Whanganui National Park
were trapped between two opposing
philosophies. “On the one hand the
74.000ha of lowland forest will be
managed on a maximum protection
policy,” he said. “On the other, the
river is currently managed on a
maximum exploitation policy.”

He argued for a proportional flow
fixed at 70 percent of headwaters
for the river and 30 percen: for
Electricorp. The river would not he
returned to its “former glory™ but
flow would be significantly in-
creased and with the “natural”
flows, damage to aquatic life, the
viver banks and other considera-
tions would be reduced.

Others at the meeting urged
caution. Wanganui historian Arthur
Bates, suggested it may be more

prudent to work within existing
provisions of legislation (the min-
imum flow hearings) already in
place rather than challenge the
water right. If the case put was firm
enough, the type of flow Mr Chapple
talked of might be achieved in that
forum.

“I don't want to be in the least
negative . .. but the coalition could
go too far too fast, It would be a
political hot potato to oppose an
Order in Council,” he said. Others
agreed.

But Mr Chapple said groups
calling for greater flows would lose
half the argument by agreeing to the
principle of minimum flows. He also
pointed out sale of assets to Elec-
tricorp could be over by the end of
the year, and the Government would
have the opportunity to “wash its
hands” of the responsibility if
something was not done quickly.

The coalition could decide what
tack to take on achieving higher
flows.

Wanganui District Conservator
John Qmbler said a team of staff —
including one full-timer — would
spend six months preparing a case
on water flows in time for the
minimum flow hearing in May. The
case would be argued on biclogical,
ecological and aesthetic grounds.

He said he had no argument with
statements made by another
speaker that there was clear evi-
dence present low flows were hav-
ing detrimental effects on aquatic
life, erosion and the riverbank
shetves. “But we need.to have each
and every one of those things well
guantified,” he said.
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The importance of the Wanganui
health and prosperity could not be o
and Development Association member

Mr Weills, a former headmaster of
Wanganui Collegiate School, was
present at a meeting in Taumarunui
on Tuesday night which formed a
coalition of interested groups to
look at ways of increasing flows in
the river.

Mr Wells said it had to be of
concern to both regions that the
status of the new Whanganui
National Park would depend most of
all on the status and conditions of its
mighty name-giver, the Wanganui
River.

Politicians and bureaucrats had
persuaded themselves the cord bet-
ween park and river may be broken
“becanse it is not politic to maintain
the connection”. (The river is not
officially part of the national park.)

But Mr Wells said history had
proved that in its natural condition
the Wanganui could bring in
thousands of visitors — and thatin a
time when travel was “no picnic.”

“What a laughing stock we shall
be to people everywhere some time
ahead with a national park estab-
lished especially to celebrate a
great river ... and now that park is
to preside over what is sometimes
nothing more than a tamed and
shrunken stream.”

“People will not travel as far as
their own bathroom to see a small,
dirty, pre-determined flow of water

Tom Wells says.

going down the plughole — which is
the effect our (Tongariro power
project) engineering exercise has
upon the mystery, the beauty and
the general condition of the Wan-
ganui River.”

Mr Wells said there were many
examples of lost earning potental.
Outdoor Pursuits Centre instructors
said the Whakapapa River offers the
best white water rafting m the
North Island — “that is on the one
day or two there is sufficient water
for the purpose.”

The 20-seater Wakapai boat ser-
vice operating out of Raetihi had
had to cancel trips because of low
flows. Some jet boats had also
experienced difficulty.

Department of Conservation
Whanganui  district conservator
John Ombler told the meeting he
could not commit his department to
supporting a call for a review of the
NZED water right.

But research by a DoC team
would be just as vaiid for any water
right hearing the new coalition
group may achieve, he said.

Excellent news

Winston Oliver, of Raetihi, said
news of the DoC studv was excel-
lent.

“I've seen the algae growth, the
oxygen weed and dead trout and

River to the Tongariro and Wanganui regions’
ver-estimated, Taumarunui District Promotion

mussels. We've got to act as one
body in doing something about this.”

Though at least one Taumarunui
borough councillor was present, no
indication of support from the two
local territorial anthorities was indi-
cated. The coalition is to approach
both councils.

Les Green asked if the new
umbrella group would support
Taumarunui's bid for compensation
for money that had to be spent on
water and sewerage schemes, partly
as a result of drastically reduced
Wanganui flows.

He was told the guestion would
have to be answered by the coalition
itself.

Groups present that indicated
they wished to be a part of the
coalition to lobby for increased
flows were: Naturally Wanganui,
Canoe Safaris Mt Maunganui, Taupo
and Taumarunui Tramping Clubs,
Forest and Bird King Country,
Friends of the Rivers at Kakahi,
Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ,
Taumarunui Boating Club in con-
junction with the New Zealand Jet
Boat Assn, Wanganui City Council,
Owhango Community Council, Riv-
er City Canoe Club, Taumarunui
District Promotion and Develop-
ment Association, Winston Oliver,
and Manu Ariki Marae.
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The Wanganui and
Taumarunui coalition te boost
water flows through the Wan-
ganui River will be taking its
fight to the Government.

The coalition met at Owhango,
near National Park, yesterday to
elect an executive and decided
about the campaign’s future direc-
tion.

Conservationist and author of the
recently published book “The Rape
of the Wanganui River” Keith
Chapple was elected coalition
chairman.

“We made two specific decis-
ions,” he said.

“First, we want the Government
to immediately postpone the sale of
power plant assets to the Electricity
Corporation.

“We feel with the transferral of
assets to the corporation there is the
implied continuation of the present
level of water rights. We want the
sale to Electricorp postponed until
the issue of water levels is looked at
again.”

He said the coalition aiso intends
to seek a meeting with Minister of
Conservation Helen Clark as soon as
possible to discuss the water rights.

“We have left three positions
open,” Mr Chapple said. “We hope
someone from each of these bedies
— the Wanganui City Council, the
Taumatrunui Borough Counci] and
the Maori community — wili be
represented on the coalition.

“We also have the power to co-opt
members and consuitants,” he said.
Mr Chapple believes a united
approach between Wanganui and
Taumarunui is vital if efforts to
restore river levels are to succeed.

“We will meet again within the
next 10 days,” he said. “We have a
lot of research to do and we have to
get our arguments together ™

The coalition éxecutive members
are: Chairman, Keith Chapple; sec-
retary, Brenda Chapple; deputy.
chairman, Tom Wells (representing
the Taumarunui and District Pro-
motions Association); commitiee:
Raewyn Howarth (Naturally Whan-
ganui), Colin Parker {Plateau
Guides — a white water rafting
operation), Jim Gosman (Centra,
North Island Wildlife Conservancy
and the National Park Community
Council), Michael Turner
(Taumarunui Museum Trust) and
Stuart Shaw (Taumarunui Tramping
Club and Federation of New Zealand
Mountain Clubs).
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The Naturally Whanganui
marketing plan was formed
from the basis of the earlier
Adworks report; plan author
Ron Rowe said yesterday.
With the release of the marketing

plan by Naturaily Whanganui to
promote tourism within the wider
Wanganui region, Mr Rowe was
asked to explain what had happened
to the full and somewhat controver-
sial, report done by Adworks, of
Wellington, this vear.

“The material in the Adworks
report was the spur needed to get a
truly regional promotional body off
the ground,” he said. “The earlier
report had been commissioned by
the Wanganui United Council
($5000) and Hospitality Wanganui
($5000), Hospitality acting in the
capacity of regional representative
at the time.”

Mr Rowe said the Adworks report
showed if the region was to progress
it required strong leadership and
direction.

) Wanganui_ was a region of unlim-
ited potential which could stand

proudly among all other regions i
New Zealand. gions m

“In doing the research needed for
the marketing plan, it became clear
that this region of ours is abundant
In so many things it is probably
second only to Fiordland in its
totalness of riches,” he said.

Mr Rowe said when the united
council appeared not to want to
move ahead with the Adworks plan
to promote the region, Hospitality
Wanganui took the matter to the
chairman of the Wanganui Regional
Development Council, the late
George Ammundsern.

“George Ammundsen saw clearly
what this region had to offer and
how evervone could benefit,” he
said. “He saw how strong and
decisive leadership was required,
and with the regional development
council he provided the impetus
needed.”

Public meetings were called to
progress the formation of a regional
promotional body that could act on
the Adworks report.

“Naturally Whanganui is in a
unique position in that it is above the
petty parochialisms and jealousies
that were a part of earlier reports on
the region,” Mr Rowe said. "Natur-
ally Whanganui is not part of local
or regional politics. but as the
regional body trusted now with
expanding and making this region
grow, it must speak out on matters
affecting tourism — and it will.”
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Wanganui MP Russell Mar-
shall is optimistic about talks
with Health Minister David
Caygill on the need to deal with
Wanganui River pollution.

Mr Marshall is arranging a meet-
ng between himself, Mr Caygill and
‘epresentatives of the Wanganui
Zity Council, the Wanganui Area
Jealth Board and the Rangitikei-
Nanganui Catchment Board.

The three Wanganui authorities
are joining forces in trying to
sersuade the Government that Wan-

ganui has a special case for sewer-
age finance.

A report by the health board's
community and environmental divi-
sion, released last week, underlined
the potential health risk in the
river's lower reaches and recom-
mended that the city council under-
take more sewerage to eliminate the
remaining 55 river outfalls. Stage L
which cost $23 million, was comrnis-
sioned in 1985.

Mr Marshall discussed the report
recently with representatives of the
three Wanganui authorities.

Yesterday the Chronicle asked Mr
Marshall whether Wanganui was
being backed into a corner because
of the report.

Mr Marshail: “That wasn't the
tenor of the meeting 1 attended.
There’s a good co-operative attitude
between the three organisations.

Evervbody's aware of the financial
difficuity it places the city council
in.”

For the c¢ouncil in the short term
“there really isn't a way through —
but we can plan for the point where
the city’'s burden of existing debt
eases and we can start to pick up
new commitments.”

Mr Marshall said the health board
report was not an embarrassment
but a useful reminder of "“a problem
that has not gone away and will not
go away in the foreseeable future.”

He hoped to set up a meeting with
Mr Caygill before the end of the
yvear.

“Baldly going to the Government
cap in hand and asking for money
isn't the best approach,” Mr Mar-
shall said.

“There are wavs of working our
way through it, sitting down with the
Minister. David Caygili has an
ability for lateral thinking.

“What I've asked for is not "please
will you give us some money’ but
‘please will you help us to find ways
to sort out the problem’.”
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Stand up for river

THE coalition set up last month to lobby for increased
Wangani River flows is worthy of widespread community
support,

IT IS already showing a lot of vigour and is certain to
maintain a high profile as it carries its fight to top people
and high places.

OPTING to ignore the minimum flow hearing set down
For May as ‘drrelevant at this stage”, the coalition will
instead tackle what it sees as a more urgent task.

THIS is to get the Government to delay the transfer of the
Tongariro power scheme assets — and with it the
continued right to extract up to 80 percent of the
Wanganui’s headwaters — to Electricorp.

THE longer-term aim is for a major governmental review
of the water right that enables such a high water
abstraction rate to feed the Tokaanu station turbines and
other hvdro-generation plants down the Waikato River.

THE group believes, and with good reason, that it will be
much more difficult to obtain a reduction in the flow
abstraction rates after the right to take the water is
transferved to the corporation.

AND IT is understood negotiations over transfer of assets
to the State Owned Enterprises are nearing completion,
with actual handover due next month.

OBVIOUSLY, speed is essential. Coalition representatives
wiil meet Tongariro MP Noel Scott tomorrow to ask him
io urgently convey a letter and their case to the Ministers
of Conservation, Tourism and Sport and Recreation,
respectively, Helen Clark, Phil Goff and Peter Tapsell.

THE letter will ask for the stay in transfer of the Tongariro
scheme assets until the coalition’s arguments that the
present diversion is detrimentally affecting tourism,
sport, recreation and river ecology can be heard.

THE coalition is particularly hopeful it will find Ms Clark
receptive. Not surprisingly, it sees her as a natural ally in
its campaign.

IT MAKES sense that the three ministers should visit the
upper reaches of the Wanganui to see what the group is on
about. Indeed, that is what is hoped will happen.

THOUGH the campaign is hitting its straps, coalition
chairman Ke; h Chapple makes a good point when he
notes a united approach between Wanganui and
Taumarunui is vital if efforts to restore river levels are to
succeed.

THE Government will be forced to take notice of a
grassroots movement that is demonstrated to have solid
community backing.

BUT if it detects only scanty support, it will have little
trouble brushing the coalition aside.

AS HAS been emphasised by Tom Wells, coalition deputy
chairman and former Wanganui Collegiate School
headmaster, the importance of the Wanganui to the
Tongariro and Wanganui regions’ health and prosperity
cannot be over-estimated.

NOW is the time for us all to stand up for the Wanganui.
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Individuals and interest groups are to be asked to
tikei-Wanganui Catchment Board on any
than the narrower topic of minimum flows.

The fiveyearly hearing
an whal are the mest ap-
propriate flow levels in the
river, and what percentage
of headwaters sught i be
refeased and not diverted
for power generation, is
scheduled for May mext
vear. Submissions on whit
those  minimem  levels
should te are always in-
vited by the catchment
Board,

But at s megting last
week the beard decided to

& Inbby to bava chahges
made W e Tongariro
Power Development water
rights would be “beyond
the rosources of 3 loosh
voluntary group, with the
chanees  of  suceess
minimald to nonaxistent™,

That's the npinios of the
Rangitikei-Wanganui
Catehiment Board's chisf
technical afficer, Mr Don
Spence, expressed in a let
ter o the organiser of a
coslition  with  precisely

that lobby aimin ming,

Mr Spenee told Brends
ard Reith Chapple, of the
King Country Branch of the
Royal Foresi'and Bird Pro-
tegtion Society, that waler
rights held by the Crown

widen the scope of lhe
hearing, mainly as a resuft
of the considerabia interest
being  demonsitated  in
issues such as mainten-
ance of navigable river
chamnels,  water  quality,

ecologies!  considerations
and Maari values,
The  board's  chisf

techaical officer, Mr Don
Spence, told The Daily
News vesierday that the
aguestion of minimum Jows
was Hkely to remain the

that affect the Wanganu
were conferred by special
validating legislation and
could not be sel aside or
opened up for review with.
out amending. or new, leg-
istation. .

“There will he oppor
tunities o advoegie
change, when the Water
and Soil legislation is mext
revipwed ar at the time of
the next amendment to the
existing Acts,

“That is simply 2 matter
of waiting for the ap

dominant cencern. “Bul
[this Lime? the board wants
e go bevend a narrow con-
sideration of fust that min-
imam  flow o censider
sams of the other relsted
issues that are susfacing. "

B net the first tme the
board has tried o co-or-
dinate discussion on the
range of topics. Some
¥eard ago it held a public
meeting with sach 3 broad
agenda, “but things didn't

Chapple said his society's
past experience at irving te
gel changes to Waler and
Soil iegislation had been
“ushaper”. He alse ade
vocated immediate action
i get transferval of the
water right to Electricorp
Blgcked. siating a review
after such a transferral
wowld be much mers dif-
fioult.

e Cazlition has not
taken the advice of Mr
Spence o pursue ity aims
via the minbmum  How

proprisie opportunities and
taking those opportunities
as they arise,” hesaid,

Al the public mesting to
setoup the coalitifen, Mr

earing.  rejecting  the
“eustodial assumplions in-
herent in this proposed
TEview”,

instead, i has presented

ge! o far”
s,

The Wangsauh River is
managed under 3 number
of diifersnt statgtes pd-
ministered By several dif
ferent bodies, Coneerns
reised it submissions may
be gutside the caichment
board's statutory authority
or in no way related to the
quastion of desirable min-
imum flows, Mr Spence
said if that was the case,
the board could make re

Mr Spence

@

3 case to three Cabinet
minisiers to postpone sale
of assets relating fo the
Western Diversion of the
Tongarire scheme to Elee-
fricorp  so  that  proper
public  debate can ake
place,

“The Cozlitton believes
trangfer of assets ip the
Electricity Corporation is
divectly related o the
amoutt of water requived
o gperate those assets”
Mr Chapple satd last week,

“H's the Coalition's opi-
mian Electricorp should net
be  given  contrel  of
publiely-owned waler in
advance  of consultation
with the people.™

make submissions to the Rang-
aspect of management of the Wanganui River, rather

commendations to the M
tonal Water and Sotf Cur
servation  Authority
changing aspects of

management policy. O
could nitlate $teps o nan
& MOre approprinia sl
iy take up the matier.

“Things  might e
clarification between
National Parks Boest sz
the catchmen: board, =
example.”

Invitations for submm
sions  will probahiv
issued early next vear

Review
Meanwhiie, he cus
ment board is prepes

eview o what a3
seeurred or besn achres
sver the past fowr wes
with the existing minges
fTow stipulations. Comm
Lan of this document g
af the activities thar =
decide whether the &%
hearing is in Maw, or 3
e later inthe vear,

Mr Spence gaic ¢
recestlv-formed  coaild
4 lobhy for greater
fow in the river wa
discussed st w
they had gat into the sort
thing the copliton
raised tthe Boerd: o
weli have had
comnrmities. But gt
open meeting ™

Board  members
also reluctamt to enteri
any debate about repor
the media or an lelevit
about the river Dows, T3
dizd ot want ta be seer
be pre-judging any mar
by making formal o
ment at this stage. he s
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WELLINGTON
(PA).— An attempt by
conservationists {o

prevent the transfer of
Wanganui water rights
tc the Electricity
Corporation threatens
the viability of the
Tongariro power
scheme, says Elec-
tricorp group environ-
mental manager Dr
Tan Johnstone.

The Wanganui River
Flows Coalition is con-
sidering using the Treaty
of Waitangi to prevent
the transfer, because of
concern that recreation-
al users may be charged
for access to the river
and seven of its
tributaries.

The coalition also be-
lieved Electricorp would
have little incentive to
reduce the volume of
water used for power
generation, and that riv-
er animal life already
was suffering because of
the level of draw off.

Pr Johnstone said
Electricorp assumed the
water right would be
transferred as it would
with the sale of any
business that relied for
its operation on a water
right.

“To assume otherwise

is to assume that Elec-
tricorp can't beocme a
state-owned enterprise.
If not then the corporat-
isation of Electricorp
can’'t proceed.”

Electricorp had no
plans to fight to ensure
the water right would be
transferred. Without
guaranteed water supply
the power generating
eguipment would be use-
less, so it could become
the Government's con-
cern to ensure this sup-
ply, he said.

The Wanganui River
and its tributaries are
major contributors to the
Tongariro power
scheme, which provides
the northern half of the
North Island with most
of its electricity.

Dr  Johnstone ap-
peared to justify the
coalition’s concern that
non-commercial  users
could be charged for
using the Wanganui.

A Rangitikel Wanganui
Catchment Board hear-
ing next May will con-
sider the level of water
extraction that should be
permitted to accommo-
date the competing inter-
ests of commercial and
non-commercial users.
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By JOHN GIBB

The Wanganui River Flows Coalition has won support from Conservation
Minister Helen Clark in its battle to restore the river’s former glory but
yvesterday received a less fruiiful hearing from Energy dinister David

Butcher.

The coalition, which is fighting
the imminent transfer of the river's
water right to the Electricity Corpo-
ration, argues that 80 percent of the
river's headwaters were diverted
into the Tongarira Power Schene as
a result of a sccret Government
Owder in Council in 1958, with little
real public consuliation.

The coalition savs the Wanganui
River was subsequently omitted
from the scope of the Water and Soil
Conservation Act 1967 which offers
protection for the nation’s water-
ways.

It suggests that if the Government
rransfers the water right to Elec-
tricorp the public's right to greater

river flows for ecological, recrea-
tional and tourism purposes could
be lost forever.

The coalition fears that, wilh
prospects of immediate Govern-
ment indervention in the lengthy
wrangle between Treasury and
Electricorp over the valuation of the
power assets, the disposal of the
river water rights is close a1 hand.

Coalition chairman Keith Chapple
said  yesterday he was “very
pleased” with talks berween him-
self, coalition deputy chairman Tom
Wells, Mrs Clark and Department of
Conservation deputy director-gen-
eral Murray Hosking in Wellington
on Thursday afternoon.

@ Cont'd From PI

“Itwas apreed at the meening that
there seas n urgenes s the matter
s asscl valuahion dectstons were {o
be fimahised by Friday, November
20

I was expected that the transfer

of asscts will shortiv follow  that
procedure,” e sand
The outcome of  Mrs Clark's

approach 1o the 1wo other key
Mhiusters was not clear vesterda

AMr Chapple sasd talks botween My
Bitcher and mmself in Taumarumn
fate vesterdav alternoen had not
proved as uselul

Whide the coahtion appreciated
the chanee to briel the dhmsieor on
ax stapud, the Mimister had smd the
wmsue was fargely withuen My Preb
Ple’s portfubio, Mre Chapple saud

Mr Butcher. who s also Regional

Mr Chapple said Mys Clark had
indicaied she favoured the coali-
ton's wish to defer disposal of the
water vight,

She hadd already wristen to Minis-
ter of State Owned Enlerprises
Richard Prebble and Finance Minis-
ter Roger TDwouglas backing that
approach

“We were very pleased to learn
the Minister agreed with the coali-
tion's position that a deferment of
the transfer of the Western Diver-
sion water right wag desirable,” Mr
Chapple said.

@ Cont'd P10

Development Minisier, had  bees)
asked whether he was prepared @
safevuard the river assel, gven
mmportance of river flows to Xhti
development of regional tourism
AMr Chapple sand My Butcher Jud
net give any amdertakings but sand
he would study that supueston

The coaitiion would be wrinog
very soon 1o Mr Prebble and Me
Douglas  regquesting urgent meet
Uigs i volce concerns aboul the
river's future

The coalition 1s o hold a ;m?‘m:
meclme  at the Daves lcc:::’n-
Theatre. in the Wangamdd ’,.\u,’
Memaoral Hall, on November \1:545
~ J0pm to briel rhe Wangan ;‘gh’jf
on the tssue and to show “E“f;
showing the effect ot thy et
dhiversion



A dispute over the level of
flows in the Wanganui River
and the public’s right to make
an input before 80 percent of
river's headwaters are sold to
Electricorp by the Government
shows signs of blowing up into
a major national debate.

The Royal Forest and Bird Protec-
tion Society yesterday decided to
urge the National Water and Soil
Conservation Authority to prevent
any transfer of public water rights
to the Electricity Corporation.

The resoclution, adopted by the
society’s national council at a meet-
ing at Mt Ruapehu yesterday morn-
ing has widened the Wanganui River

dispute into a national asset transfer
“sue.

The resolution followed talks at

the weekend during which the
Wanganui River Flows Coalition
sought the society's support for its
efforts to prevent the transfer of
water rights o the river and its
tributaries to Electricorp.

The resolution read: “The Nation-
al Council of the Royal Forest and
Bird Protection Society strongly
disapproves of the scale of the
nation’s water and it conveys this to
the National Water and Soil Conser-
vation Authority and urges that
authority to take all possible steps to
prevent the scale of the nation’s
water."

The coalition last week appealed
to Conservation Minister Helen
Clark and Energy Minister David
Butcher to defer transfer of the
Wanganui River water right until
the public had been given a chance
to make their views known through
a formal water right hearing that
would give them a chance to have
their values incorporated in any
subsequent flow regime.

The coalition argues that there
has never been a water right
hearing into the Wanganui River
and that much of the history of-the
diversion of the river's headwaters
into the Tongariro power scheme
has been marked by secrecy with
littte chance for informed public
fnput in support of ecological,
tourism, recreational and aesthetic
values as opposed to purely com-
mercial interests.

Coalition chairman Keith Chapple
said vesterday the coalition was
extremely concerned that the State
could dispose of public resources
such as water to an organisation
operating purely on commercial
lines without first giving the public
a chance to make representations.

The coalition last week wrote to
Justice Minister and Deputy Prime
Minister Geoffrey Palmer asking
him to consider their concerns and
to delay any transfer of the water
right.

Mr Chapple said yesterday, ™I
think what's happened here is that
the Government has given no factu-
al information fo the public so that
we're all 1o a certain degree left in
the dark.

“The people have not been con-
sulted and we feel that they ought to
be partitularly in relation to the

Wanganui River where we bave
never been consuited.”

Last nigh: former Enviromuent
Minister Venn Young waded into the
argument. comparing the battde (o
save the Wanganui River's flow
levels with the Save Manapouri
Campaign of the 1970s.

Mr Young said it was vital that the
concerns of the people of Wanganui
and Taumarunui were taken inio
consideration and the hand over of
any water rights to Electricorp

should be delayved until public
representations could be consi-
dered.

“It's very much like the Man-
apouri siiuation where the Govern-
ment of the day .. was forced to
take into account other values,” he
said. “There's a very strong case for
deferring that water right”



While Wanganui has the potential to become a major tourist area,
entrepreneurial skills and money are needed for it to be realised,
Wanganui City Councillor Dave Vallely said last night.

200.000

On Friday Mr Vallely was one of
the five Wanganui people, headed
by Deputy Mayor Phyllis Brown,
who attended a seminar in
Taumarunui on the future of provin-
cial New Zealand.

“One of the guest speakers was
Tony Stanniford, chief executive of
the New Zealand Tourist Industry
Federation, who noted that in the
yvear ended March 1987 the tourist
industry had generated $1.9 billion
in foreign exchange and provided
70,000 jobs, many of which were in
provincial areas,” Mr Vallely said.

Despite the influx of overseas
tourists, however, there had been a
down-turn in domestic travellers
and this had quite a serious impact
on regions not considered high
tourist areas, he said.

The message was clear that if a
provincial area was to attract tour-
ists, development was needed on the
scale of Waingaro Hot Springs, near
Hamilton, he said.

“The springs are in an out of the
way rural area but over the past 10
yvears they have been developed into
a holiday resort and Mr Stanniford

noted they now attract
people a year.”

That provincial areas had to face
the new economic climate — the
deregulation of financial and other
markets and increases in Post
Office charges, ACC levies and
corporate taxation and compete
with main centres and other coun-
tries was underlined, Mr Vallely
said.

Living standard

Petrus Simons, deputy senior
economist of the Bank of New
Zealand, told the seminar the coun-
try was faced with raising its
productivity or reducing the stan-
dard of living to compensate for the
loss of purchasing power which
followed the oil price rise of the
1970s.

Peter Sukolski, former president
of the Wellington Manufacturers’
Association and managing director
of New Plymouth's engineering
firm McKechnie Bros, told the
seminar if New Zealand was to
compete with Korea and Taiwan,
which were flooding the world with
high technology equipment, it would
mean paying workers $2 an hour
and tossing out environment and
safety laws.

Lincoln College economist Ralph
Lattmore dealt with the input into
production and industry and noted
while more money was put into
metropolitan centres it was provin-
cial areas which produced more

exporis.
The other pguest speakers were
Regional Development Minister *

David Butcher, who spent much of

his time justifying moves made by
the Government, Tongarirec MP
Noel Scott and Doug Kidd, MP, who
represented Opposition leader Jim
Bolger.

Mr Vallely said although no resol-
ution came from the seminar it had
been worthwhile, particularly in
stimulating creative thinking.

About 100 people from throughout
New Zealand, including a deputation
from the Chatham Islands. attended
the seminar.



Keith Chapple

How it all began: 1953 -
1974,

Seven streams flowing
from the Tongariro National
Park make up the upper
Wanganui River: the Wha-
kapapa, Papamanuka, Oku-
pata, Taurewa, Mangate-
pepo, Tawhitikuri and the
infant Wanganui.

All seven disappear into
holes in the ground! But
three of them have a regula-
tor which releases about 5%
of the water downstream.
This percentage rises slightly
during high rainfall.

Where does the water go?
And why does it go there?

1t all started in the early
195(rs when some engineers
in the Ministry of Works
and Electricity Department
dreamt up a plan. A huge
plumbing job to dam the
water in the streams, send it
through a series of tunnels
and canals, and from a high
point above Tokaanu, sent it
rushing downhill through a
series of giant pipes to turn
the electricity-making tur-
bines of the Tokaanu Power
Station. From Tokaanu, the
water goes into Lake Taupo
through the Huka Falls and
down the Waikato River,
where it turns another series
of turbines on the eight
hydro-stations on the Wai-
kato,

The thinking of the engi-
neers was simple. The elec-
tricity generated by water
power was cheap and water
was plentiful in this region,
costing nothing to produce,
Once a hydro-station has
been built, electricity can be
made quite cheaply and fora
long time. But if the cost of
the hydro-station means
paying high electricity prices
to pay back the money bor-
rowed to build it, they can be
a waste of money. It might

be cheaper for example, to
build a coal-fired power
station.

And that is what hap-
pened in this case. It costs
over 20 cents to produce a
unit of clectricity from the
Tongariro Power Scheme -
whereas the Huntly Coal
Power Station costs seven
cents 2 unit. The scheme is
then, a sort of white
elephant.

Why take so much water?

Electricity cannot be
stored - it must be used,
more or less immediately it
is produced. But water can,
Storing water behind a
hydro-station is a round-
about way of storing elec-
tricity because it allows the
operators to adjust the water
flow to suit electricity
demand. The more water,
the better. A full head of
water behind a dam is a
hydro operators dream.

Having thought of the
idea, the engineers went
about getting permission to
build it. Although they
should have thoroughly
investigated the costs and
the after effects, they didn't.
And, although the politicians
should have thoroughly
investigated the engineers’
proposals, they didn't.

Instead, they rubber
stamped the idea. The
Government even signed an
Order in Council giving
permission for the Tonga-
rirec Power Scheme to be
built and all the streams to
be dammed before detailed
plans and costs had been
drawn up, and the effects
investigated.

Imagine what would
happen for example, if a
person went to a bank man-
ager and said, "1 want to
borrow $50,000 to build my
dream home once I've found
a section ... I've drawn a
rough sketch on the back of

this cigarette packet ..,
Fat chance!

But that is more or less
what the Government did in
1958. An Order in Council
by the way, is a back door
method of making laws
without going through Par-
liament. No fuss, no ques-
tions, no publicity. This
“QOrder” stayed in place until
1576, by which time the
scheme was just about
finished.

Having obtained permis-
sion, the Ministry of Works
went into business. Consul-
tants were hired from Lon-
don and workers were
brought in from Italy -a new
town was to be built at
Turangt to house them. All
the rivers and streams, apart

from two, were to bhe
diverted to the Tokaanu
Power Station, amongst

them the Rangitikei, Tonga-
riro, upper Waikato and, of
course, the upper Wanganui.

In other words, every
majorriver flowing from the
central North Island was to
be robbed of its pure water,
with devastating effects. The
Whakapapa River for in-
stance, is a dying river! No
smali fish, few insects, silted-
up pools, a dirty shme cover-
ing everything and black-
berry and buddlea growing
over stagnant riverside.

In 1964, the news leaked
out and the arguments
started and the questions
came. How will this affect
the rivers? What about the
fish life? Will the Wanganui
have enowgh water for
drinking purposes? Will it
silt up the Wanganui Har-
bour? Will it flood the Wai-
kato River? How much will
it cost? How much water will

be taken? How will Tauma-
runui's sewerage and elec-
tricity plants be affected?
Are there any alternatives,
and have they been looked
into? When was permission
given? Why were we notl
told?

The Government took lit-
tle notice and conducted a
public relations exercise.
They never answered the
questions, probably because
they dida't know the
answers. How could they?
No-one had reaily looked
into this side of things. They
never said the scheme was
given permission to go
ahead six years earlier -
instead they let the people
think it had just been
thought of, and the
Government were still con-
sidering it. A huge public
meeting was held - promises
were made. The controversy
continued - the Government
bulidozed the scheme
through.

Come 1972, the full hor-
ror of what was to happen
struck home. A trial run on
the Whakapapa River was
carried out. The river simply
vanished - in a hole in the
ground!

A further round of argu-
ments was cut short when
the Government promised
to maintain a flow which
would aliow fish to live. It
represented about 5% of the
normal flow.

In 1974, the Western div-
ersion - the Wanganui part -
went into full operation. The
public argument had had lit-
tle effect. The idea the engi-
neers thought of in 1953
remained  virtually un-
changed.

Part two next week.
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Hospitality Wanganui sup-
ports the Wanganui River
Filows Coalition in its fight to
increase the water levels of the
Wanganui River, hospitality ex-
ecutive officer Evert van
Reenen said last night.
Virtually the full hospitality com-
mittee attended a meeting yester-
day to discuss offering support for
the cealition, he said.

“We had a long discussion and
many view points were expressed
but no-one voted against the motion

“We actively support the coali-
tion's aims and offer any help we
can.”

Mr van Reenen said Hospitality
Wanganui has always been suppor-

tive of any organisation which
wishes to maintain the river flows.

“The importance of high water
flows in the upper reaches of the
river cannot be stressed enough,”
he said. ' -

to support the coalition.
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National Water and Soil Conserva-
tion Authority executive director
Dex Knowles says the Wanganui
River's minimum flow levels would
not be affected by transfer of water
rights to the Electricity Corpora-
tion.

The Forest and Bird Protection
Society has urged the authority to
stop the transfer of water rights to
the corporation after the Wanganui
River Flows Coalition sought the
society’s support at the weekend.

The coalition was concerned that
conservation and recreation values
could be undermined by Electricorp
when it was given *“de facto”
ownership of the water to generate
power for the Tongariro scheme.

Mr Knowles said the existing
statutory minimum flows were set
by the authority in October, 1983,
and due to expire on October 31,
1988.

In April the authority had asked
the Rangitikei-Wanganui regional
Water Board to make recommenda-
tions for new levels from November
1 next year.

The current low flow minimums.

Kvrre

THE WANGANUI River ... minimum flow levels not affected by

transfer of water rights.

measured at Te Maire, downstream
from Taumarunui, was 16 cubic
metres a second for most of the
year.

This was increased to 22 cubic
metres a second from December 1

to February 14 and during the
Easter holiday to cater for recrea-
tional users such as canoeists.

It was incorrect to describe the
transfer of a water right as the sale
of water, Mr Knowles said.
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The Wanganui River Flow Coalition’s fight for a formal water right
hearing for the Wanganui River won further support last night — this
time coming from a group of Wanganui residents.

About 60 people attended a meet-
ing in the city last night organised
by the coalition to brief residents on
its fight to restore greater flows to
the Wanganui River.

The two-hour meeting was ad-
dressed by coalition chairman Keith
Chapple and deputy chairman Tom
Wells.

It also included a film presenta-
tion highlighting the diversion of
the river's headwaters into the
Tongariro power scheme.

At the end of the meeting the
group voted unanimously to support
the coalition’s efforts to have the
issue of the transfer of the water
rights from the Government to the
Electricity Corporation debated in
public.

The Ceoalition is a network of
concerned Taumarunui and Wan-
ganui groups battling for a formal
water right hearing to be held
before the river’s water rights is
transferred by the Geovernment to
the Electricity Corporation.

It fears Electrocorp will view the
water resource purely in commer-
cial terms and that ecological
scenic, tourist and recreational val-
ues will be overlooked.

The coalition already has the
support of nearly 30 organisations,
including the Wanganui Chamber of
Commerce, Hospitality Wanganui,
community councils, and recrea-
tion, sporting and conservation or-
ganisations.

Coalition chairman Keith Chapple
said it was important the Wanganui
and King Country regions are fuily
consulted in a matter of consider-
able important to their future well-
being.

“At this stage we are inclined to
believe that a review of the water
right and its associated values is a
proper and capable forum,” he said.

Cealition deputy chairman Tom
Wells said a review of the actual
water right was required.

Future training and develop-
ment needs of the tourism indus-
try in the Wanganui region will be
outlined in a strategic plan.

The plan will be drafted on the
findings of a meeiing held in the city
yvesterday attended by about 20
people involved in the tourism
industry.

~ Among those attending the meet-
ing was the executive director of the
Hotel Catering Industry Training
Board, Gary Norris, of Wellington,
and regional liaison officer for New
Zealand Tourist and Publicitv Rob-
vn Jebsen.

The meeting was organised by
Wanganui Regional Community Col-
lege marketing and management
senior tutor Ron Rowe.

He said the meeting was positive
and involved people from as far
afield as Taihape, Chakune and
Ohingaiti.

Mr Rowe caid it was imporiant
that a level of pride in the region
was developed, with unity.

“We will not make it individually
but together we can make it,” he
said.

it is hoped the plan will enable all
tourism service organisations to
better contribute to visitor enjoy-
ment.

“It is only at such a hearing that
major policy decisions can be chal-
lenged and reviewed,” he said.

“If our regions are to survive on
the resources and raw materials
within, we need this fresh opportun-
ity of a review to speak out on the
subject of the present disposal of
those same resources and raw
materiais.”

Mr Wells said at the forum the
coalition would say it was not
prepared to give away an asset very
valuable to the user.

“We ask for a volume of water
that provides for our river to
become once again the amenity it
should be to the benefit of fellow
New Zealanders and to visitors from
overseas,” he said.

“We ask for a proportional flow
and thus a reversion to the natural
rhythms of the river, so that it no
longer feels like a drain that is
flushed when the corporation is
minded to undertake the exercise.”

Mr Chapple later told the Chroni-
cle he was delighted at the turn-out
to the meeting.

“The coalition will now be
pressing further with its case,” he
said.

W=\T -~ 87
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By JOHN GIBB
A meeting held in Wanganui
yvesterday to discuss the fight
for greater Wanganui River
flows went well, according to
one of the main participants.
Wanganui River Flows Coalition
chairman Keith Chapple said he had
gone to the gathering, which in-
cluded representatives of a wide
range of local authorities, not to
lobby for support, but to ensure that
the reasons for the coalition’s ac-
tions had been understood.

Since it was set up two months ago
the coalition has battled against
what it feared was the imminent
transfer- of the Wanganui River
water right to the Electricity Corpo-
ration.

The cealition of concerned
Taumarunui and Wanganui district
groups include the Wanganui
Chamber of Commerce and Hospi-
tality Wanganui.

It argues that 80 percent of the
river’s headwaters have been di-
verted for hydro-electric generation
and that no formal water right
hearing has ever been held to allow
recreational, tourist, scenic and
ecological values to be taken into
consideration.

The coalition is pressing for a
formal water right hearing.

Mr Chapple said those present at
the 10.30am meeting at the Wan-
ganui and Waitotara county council
cenire in Victoria Ave had listened

\3 -7 -8
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attentively during an explanation of
latest developments in the fight to
boost flows.

He made the point that the
coalition was trying to work con-
structively rather than merely mak-
ing strident gestures over the issue,
he said.

The meeting, which was organ-
ised by the Conservation Depart-
ment, was intended to allow infor-
mal discussion, It was closed to the
press.

About 45 people attended, includ-
ing representatives of the Wanganui
Harbour Board, the Whanganui
Maori Interim Trust Board, the
Wanganui City Council, the Wan-
ganui United Council, the Wanganui
and Waitotara county councils, the
Wanganui Area Health Board. the
Rangitikei Wanganui Catchment
Board, the Tongariro United Coun-
¢il and the Taumarunui County
Council.

Department of Conservation staff
from the Waikato regional office,
the Wanganui regional office, the
Wellington central office and the
department's Tongariro, Rangitikei
and Whanganui districts were aiso
present.



The coalition's fight for a formal

water right hearing at which
environmental, tourist, recreational
and cultural values could be taken
into consideration has moved into
the national spotlight with concern
expressed this month by Parliamen-
tary environment commissioner
Helen Hughes that waters of nation-
al importance, including the Wan-
ganui, were being transferred to
state-owned enterprises without any
proper review of water rights.
. Mrs Hughes said the only agency
responsible for water management,
the National Water and Soil Conser-
vation Authority, was to be
abolished at the end of the financial
year.

Unless the Government stepped
in commercial goals could over-ride
environmental concerns.

There are signs the fate of the
Wanganui River could next year
become a national issue, with con-
servation efforts involving the river
already compared with the success-
ful Save Manapouri Campaign.

Coalition chairman Keith Chapple
said the Treaty of Waitangi State
Owned Enterprises Bill introduced
to Parliament on December 9 stated
that water rights, including that of
the river, would not be sold or
transferred to Electricorp in per-
petuity but would be reviewed after
35 years.

Significant

“It is very significant, for it
endorses the coalition’s view that
New Zealand's rivers belong to all of
us and are not for sale.

“Any water right which is cur-
rently operated by the Crown in
perpetuity is subject to the
provisions of the Bill and cannot be
transferred or sold, before the Bill
is enacted,” Mr Chapple said.

“There will be very full public
consultation while select committee
proceedings go through.”

In a recent progress report on the
coalition’s first two months in
existence, Mr Chapple said the
organisation could bring consider-
able pressure 1o bear, with a formal
review of the river's water right a
likely result.

By JOHN GIBB

“Indeed at a time when just about
everything in New Zealand is either
being reviewed, has been reviewed,
or is being reviewed for its review-
ability, this is an entirely reasonable
request.”

The report says the coalition has
two major aims, 1o obtain a formal
water right review and to achieve a
deferment of the iransfer of the
water right to Electricorp.

Mr Chapple said three factors had
brought about the delay in the
transfer of the water right.

Delay sought

Conservation Minister Helen
Clark had advocated a delay in the
transfer after meeting the coalition.
Mrs Clark had sought a delay from
State Qwned Enterprises Minister
Richard Prebble and Finance Minis-
ter Roger Douglas.

Coalition publicity suggesting the
Government was selling off the
river without public consultation,
and negotiations between the Maori
Council and the Government over
land allocations to State Owned
Enterprises, had also played their
part.

In an interview, Mr Chapple said
progress since the organisation had
been set up had been “very good.”

“It’s more than I could have hoped
for, I think, in terms of the support
that we've gathered, when you take
into account we haven't actually
gone out and lobbied for support.

“It's extraordinary. It must mean
that the issue is right and we must
have expressed ourselves right.

“The message has obviously got
through. The politicians have taken
note. The whole business of trans-
ferring the water right without
public consultation has been put on
hold.

“We've learned our lessons with
this Government. We can't afford to
relax at all,” Mr Chapple said.

“What we'll be doing in the next
few weeks will be working out
precisely what we want and the best
way to achieve that and then we'll go
for it with the same fervour as we
did in the first place.

Hard pressed

“The cause is right, Justice is on
our side and I think that the
Government would be hard pressed
to say thai we're completely wrong.

“We haven't actually begun to put
pressure on them yet:

“What we're doing is widely
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accepted. The way we're doing it is
also accepted. Qur policy is to be
reasonable and not attack
anybody.

“We're not in the business of
saying how the river should be
managed. This issue must be
brought to a forum where it can be
discussed.

“The sole role of the coalition is to
have it discussed at a proper
forum.”

The coalition would be pressing
the Government to ensure its pol-
icies were applied consistently.

It would be firmly reminding the
Government next year of the need
for consistency in the application of
their policies on the protection of
national resources, and over the use
of regional development resources.

Energy Minister David Butcher
had indicated the Government was
prepared to take action to save the
Rotorua thermal resource “so that a
natignal resource was not di-
minished or destroyed.”

The Wanganui River was also a
national resource which was being
destroyed by draining off the
headwaters for power production.

Last ditch

Mr Chapple said a proposed
minimum flow hearing set down by
the Rangitikei-Wanganui Catchment
Board for May next year was only a
last ditch option for raising river
levels.

The amalgamation of the Ran-
gitikei-Wanganui board and the
Manawatu Catchment Board would
almost certainly mean an extensive
delay.

Another major problem was that
the National Water and Soil Conser-
vation Authority which would have
in the past considered any catch-
ment board recommendations was
being abolished as part of a re-
organisation of the Ministry of
Waorks.

Mr Chapple said the coalition had
no intention of waiting for the 35
vears laid down in the Government
Bill before transferred water rights
would automatically be reviewed.

“We haven't changed our minds
on the review of the water right
before it's transferred. We haven’t
budged one iota from that initial
stance.”

Assuming the battle would be won
without further major effort would
be “a very grave mistake,” he said.

Mr Chapple said the issue of the
futurs of Wanganui River flows had

Co 2 T
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created a lot of pressure on the
voluntary workers pressing for the
Government to reconsider.

“Our policy is to get the issue over
and done with as soon as possible so
we can get on with other things.

“Were not prepared to be
whitewashed.”

Vigilance

Waitotara MP Venn Young, a
former Environment Minister and
Minister of Lands, told the Chromni-
cle there was a need to maintain
vigilance as far as the future of
Wanganui River flows was con-
cerned.

Mr Young said the coalition had
been given only a temporary respite
from the transfer of the water right,
and the Government would wish to
push through legislation which
would allow the transfer early next |

year, perhaps by April.

Mr Young said he supported the
coalition’s campaign for the holding
of a formal water right so that
values other than purely commer-
cial ones could be taken into
consideration in deciding the river's ¥
future.

The water management of the:
river was a “different balli game" .
now that the task of hydro-electric’
generation was being taken up by an &
organisation operating at arm's
length from the Government.

“Whatever social responsibiiitiesf‘“
they (Electricorp) may have or tha
there may be they're bound to say
that’s the job of the Government no
the corporation.

"I think the watchdogs will reallyl
have to be kept at the ready,” M
Young said. :

Wanganui River flows tipped te become a national issue next vear.
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Taumarunui residents ke~
en to see a higher, cleaner
Wanganui River and the
natural assets of the Whan-
ganui National Park pro-
tected and accessible, would
appear to have a new ally in
the Department of Conser-
vation.

Certainly the Coalition
lobbying for increased water
flow in the Wanganui River
has welcomed news the
Department of Conserva-
tion will research the effects
of abstraction for hydro-
generation - and press for
the river to become part of
the national park.

Coalition chairman, Mr
Keith Chapple, said the
recently-released Whanga-
nui National Park draft
management plan was (o a
large degrec a melding of the
opinion expressed in 602
public submissions on the
subject with the DoC's stat-
utory responsibilities to pro-
tect the natural resources.
“In the past it's been quite
different - because of the
conflicting responsibilities
(of the old povernment
departments) - to get the
public's aspirations reflected
in management policy.

“1t’s very pleasing to see
the Department of Conser-

vation take heed of outside
concerns,” he said.

Much of the interest in
future management of the
Whanganui National Park
centres on an aspect that
isn’'t even officially a part of
it - the river itself, Because of
an outstanding claim by the
Maori people over the bed
of the river it has bezn
excluded from the park,
“despite the fact that it is in
Crown ownership and could
legally have been included in
the park,” the draft plan
states.

The DoC authors of this
blueprint for future man-
agement of the park have
come down firmly in favour
of investigation of ways t¢
have the river recognised as
part of the National Park.

“The purpose of the man-
agement plan is not to
debate this complex legal,
moral and spiritual issue but
to plan for the best man-
agement of the national

park, in the interests of all
New Zealanders. A large
number  of submissions,
both in the original National

Park assessment and again
for this management plan,
advocated inclusion of the
river in the park.”

The DoC argues that from a
management  perspective,
inclusion of the riverbed
wauld provide for a better
and more cohesive control,
with the conditions of the
National Parks Act 1980
applying over what is a high
area of commercial and
recreation use.

“National Park status
would give the river bed
greater  protection and
ensure a compatability of
management similar to that
enjoyed in other national
parks.” The draft plan states
there are also sound ecologi-
cal reasons for such a move.

The DoC's official policy is
to promote inclusion of the
Wanganui Riverbed from
Te Maire to Atene in the
park, under special legisia-
tion. The legislation would
guarantee statutory invol-
vement for the Maori people
in management of the park
in general and the riverbed
in particular, at the same
time providing adequate
control of river activities
nnder the National Parks
Act.

Other options could also
be investigated or else the
DoC intends pushing foran
early reselution of the out-
standing Maori claim to the
bed.

in regard to the level of
flow in the Wanganui, the
draft plan is equally
forthright.

The team of DoC staff is
now researching the effects
of water abstraction by Elec-
tricorp on the natural values
and recreational and com-
mercial use of the river. The
stated policy is to advocate
an increase in the minimum
flow levels based on the rea-
search, “and if possible a res-

toration of natural flows of
the river™.

Though effects on abstrac-
lion have yet to be scientifi-
cally assessed “it is consi-
dered a return of some of the

water abstracted for the
headwaters would improve
the generai quality of the
river's water.

“This is some of the clean-
est water making up the
Wanganui's flow, as com-
pared to the heavily silt-
laden rivers from the Tara-
naki tributaries,”

Other policies in the draft
plan have ramifications for
the Taumrunui Borough
Council being able 10 con-
tinue discharging treated
sewage into the river from
the Hikumutu plant.

The DoC has stated it will
advocate an improvement in
the water quality of the river
in close liaison with the
catchment board, eclectri-
corp, local authorities and
adjoining landowners.

The plan notes water
abstraction and sewage
discharge are not the only
factors contributing to
deterioration in water qual-
ity run-off of farm manures
and fertiliser and the
removal of native vegetation
resulting in faster run-off,
and heaviersilt load has had
an effect,

“While it is accepted the
river will always have a
heavy silt load, it is predom-
inately human practices
which have accounted for
the deterioration in water
quality and to which the
(above) policy applies.”

The department says il
will  also advocate an
increase in flow in the river
to cnable safe navigation by
a4 wide range of crafl and
people. It isin favour of safe
river channel depths of at
least 300mm from Tauma-
runui to Whakahoro and at
lease 600mm downstream
from there. The plan stresses
such channels will not be
achievable without an in-
crease in flow,

“Current minimum flow
setlings... are not always
adequate to allow safe navi-
gation from Taumarunui to
the sea by jetboals and are

not adequate Lo allow navi-
gation at all by larger vessels
such as river boats on jarge
sections of the river.”

The draft plan also
includes a wide variety of
management policies in the
park on everything from
horse access to maoeri burial
sites and fires. Copies are
available at the library, local
councils or thé DoC build-
ing at Cherry Grove.

The deadline for written
comments and submissions
is March 31,

Mr Chapple, of the flow
Coalition, said last week his
group will certainly be put-
ting in extensive submis-
sions on aspects of policy
relating to the river. It .is
likely the group would also
make a call for the Maunga-
aui a Te Ao River to be
made a part of the national
park.



The Wanganui River

launched a new effort

Talks on
river
issues

A public meeting foc-
ussing on the Wanganui
River has been arranged
by the Wanganui branch
of Project Waitangi for
February 4 in the Davis
Lecture Theatre.

Speakers will discuss
various current issues
concerning the river and
will relate them to the
Treaty of Waitangi.

Keith Chapple of Wan-
ganui River Coalition,
will present the case for

i

Coalition has

“water right” under the
Water and Soil Conserva-
tion Act 1947.

appealing against Elec-
trocorp’s tight to take
water from the head-
waters of the river; Rus-
sell Marshall, MP for
Wanganui, will consider
some of the implications
of the Whanganui Nat-
ional Park and owner-
ship of the Wanganui
riverbed; and Dr Patrick
(’'Connor will discuss the
state of the lower
reaches of the river.

The public will be en-
couraged to join in the
discussion on these and
any other issues relating
to the Wanganui River
and the Treaty of
Waitangi, Project

Waitangi’s Hilary Wood-
ing said yesterday.

where
Mational

Park
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“The present situation
the Whanganui
is man-

to persuade the Gov-
ernment to have Elec-
tricorp apply for a
formal water right to
use the river’s headwa-
ters for power genera-
tion.

Coalition chairman
Geoff Chapple said the
coalition had recently
written to Deputy Prime
Minister Geoffrey
Palmer as part of its
campaign for a formal
water right hearing.

In & statement outlin-
ing the coalition's aims,
Mr Chapple said authori-
ty to use the water was
obtained by stealth in
1958 when the Govern-
ment signed an all-pow-
erful Order in Council.

This was validated re-
trospectively in 1976 as a

“In contrast to other

major  water rights
which have a life of
usually 21 years and
sometimes hundreds of
conditions and restric-
tions following extensive
public submissions and
consultations, the ‘right’
to use the Wanganui has
no restrictions or condi-
tions -~ other than one
with the Taumarunui
Borough Council, an in-
formal agreement with
the Department of Con-
servation on water temp-
eratures and the so-cal-
led (inadequate) ‘Min-
imum Flow Regime'.

“There has been no
public consultation and
the water right has no
time limit.

aged for maximum pro-
tection while the river is
managed for maximum
exploitation is unsatis-
factory and makes a
mockey of national park
principles.

“The coalition stress
they have no hidden
agenda to close down the

Tongarire power
scheme.
“They believe i1 is

correct and proper that
Electricorp’s right to the
water is formalised after
full public consaltation
and with legally binding
conditions and/or restric-
tions."”

A national inventory of
New Zealand rivers
listed the Wanganui in a

M~

priority category as a
river of national import-
ance, because of its im-
mense cultural and hbis-
toric values and out-
standing scenic. recrea-
tion and ecological
values.

“Diversion of over 90
percent of the headwa-
ters of the Wanganui to
the Tongarire power
scheme has severcly al-
tered the natural
rhythms of the river to
such a degree that the
upper reaches {which
used to be onc of New
Zealand's finest trout
fisheries) is covered for
many miles with an un-
healthy evil slimy al-
gae,” Mr Chapple said.

“The Government has
established the State-
owned enterprises on the
principle of competitive
neutrality — able to com-
pete with the private
sector on an equal foot-
ing with no subsidies or
Government protection,
privileges or advantages ™



i

The. Department of Con-
servation officer co-ordinat-
ing research on the state of
the Wanganui River says
there is definitely evidence
abstraction of most of the
headwaters is causing prob-
lems downstream,

But Mr Roger Shand says
the difficulty is quantifying

" these problems and obtain-
ing hard evidence on what
degree other modifications
to the river - such as farm
run-off, gravel extraction
and the fike - have com-
pounded thym.

Mr Shand is responsible
lor designing snd overseeing
the programiae of monitor-
ing and teseaich and his
team has a deadline of
March 21 to gather data lor
4 submission 1o the catch-
ment board Minimum Flow
hearing in May. DoC staff
specialising in  surveying,
fisheries and other fields will
do much of the research,
with hired consultams doing
the rest.

With the responsibilities
for the environment, con-
servalion, wildlife  and
fesource  protection  now
under the one Government
department (the DoC), it
will be the first time all of the
river's *vital signs' have been
monitored in a concen-
trated, co-ordinated ap-
proach.

*“1t has been rather frag-
menjed in the past. Bul in
the department now we've
gol engineers through to
fisheries experts and legal
people,” Mr Shand said,

Dl-1-373

Roger Shand; Abstraction is definitely causing problems
downstream.

With such a tight dead-
ling, some data from moni-
toring ol rapids, river banks
and 0 on is not going Lo be
available for the Minimum
Flow hearing. It would be a
year or more before
rescarchers  could  isolale
what faclors cause certain
problems with total accu-
racy.

Mr Shand sees the job as
filling in pieces of a jig-saw,
eventually uilding a com-
plete piciure of the river
environment, ,

Monitering the river is

part of the department's
expanded role and money is
being set aside so that
research can conlinue long
after the submision is made
to the flow hearing.

“Some of the things we're
selling up now may not bear
fruit by our (submission)
deadling, but in the future
we'll have the data for a
sirong case,” he said.

Farm run-off, release of
treated sewage, pravel extr-
action and crosion all havea
detrimental effect on the

Wanganui but Mr Shand
thinks there is little doubt a
reduction  in  hcadwater
abstraction would help ame-
liorate many of these effects.
For instance, the headwat-
ers  are  colder.  Greater
release would reduce the
warm conditions algae and
vther vrgunisms thrive in.
would also further dilute
treated sewage release. But
with Electricorp and the
counlry valuing the water 5o
highly for electricity genera-
tion, it again comes buck to
quantifying such things on a
scientific basis.

There are even theories -
still 1o be investigated - that
a lower water temperature
may decrease the river's len-
dency lo carry silt and
increase the effective naviga-

- tion depths of channels,

Irony

The irony of his surname
has not been lost on Mr
Shand.

In the 1960s, the then
Minister of Electricity - A
Mr Tom Shand - promised
money for sealing of SH41
and in compensation to the
Taumarunui Borough Coun-
cil foreffects on sewage
treatment, if the Tongariro
Power Scheme had any bud
effects. Mr Shand's prom-
ises and attendances at meet-
ings in this district is cre-
dited with muting much of
the early public oulcry
about the effects of abstruc-
tion on the Whakapapa and
Wanganui.

But DoC olficer Roger
Shand, who incidentally is
no relation to the liate Minis-
ter, said Shand's promises
also paved the way for the
small river protection prac-
tices which are in place, such
as the releases to lower
temperature, the residual
flow for the Whakapapa and
so on,

Members of the DoC
team have alrcady been on
the river setting up monitog-
ing apparatus and conduct-
ing site 1es1s,



e

2

&

16X 5

/

16~ [ - 83

T

uswdojeasp reuoidar |

pUl JUAWIUOIIAUZ 34} JO
uonaatold *ANsnpul WS
B 01 JUSUWIIIWIOD §1 51 {[9M
se ‘Aotjod $e210] 19NJEW pue
£3UDISISUOD SH JO 1591 proe
[eonia, € og [ 1sanbas
S,UONITEOD) AU Jo uonwIaps
-U0d  §JUIWUIdACTY Y

-pes apddey)
A JSUOTIDMISA)  Jo/pue
sucnipuos Furpuiq A7jesay
Yyhm pug uoneInsuod oygnd
(i} 1218 PASIfRULIO] 51 121EM
ayt o1 Wwdu sdioonosy
121 Jadcid pue 1901100 SI
11 5349179 1] "2WIYIS 19MO
onmFuo] Y1 umop ISap
o1 epuafe uappiy ou sey
11 S9S$2115 UONTBOD YL,
“wayds Jamod
omgeduol 3yr o] uon
-BIISQE PINUNUOY UO Ny
SW1) OU §1 319Y] pU® SI3jEM
asoyy 1oy Suuwsy ydu
JaTeMm £ US3q 19A3U SBY 2330 |
‘uonerausd oiphy ioj S1
-1empray Inuedues syl asn
01 14T 12124 B JO] S[2UURYD
srendosdde sy ySnosys
Ardde  pmoys  diosnidsry
181 WSWUIACD YY) apens
-1ad o] ‘aandalqo auo sey
Atuo uSredwred a1 sAUS Ji
‘uFredures sy Juiuaproiq
&q 2oed 2u1 29507, 01 STUBM
uvomieo 2y ‘Aimadiad uy
ST IEM UMOID) JO [R11D)
-suel} 10 Jues aewome
sy Juniey jig sesudiuy
paump 91§ -1duviem
Jjo ALea1l Lyl Uit .

- Jaary mueduep
ajt saes,, o) udedwoos

Jpimuoney e junow pue Jur
-fqqo| st dn da1s 01 yiupw
1se] Bumnoowr s 1B papw
-3p uonfjeod Mo} Ayl
uapsoig .

prical
10 qeads [{im IBUSPIAD
) usym,, ‘Julieay [eulio]
e 01 Jydnog S1 JaniEwr )
JU PRALas-[laM,, 34 [[IM S3AN
-29{qo 511 “suonnjos ssedosd
01 9q 01 3[01 $1 JAPISUOD 10U
saop dnoJd siy pres spddey
N ing CasnED SUONT[EOD)
ayr ao0j uoddns spim 3y
Ylis pasuaplal se ‘onb sm
815 aY) Yyuam 9sesun angnd
S[qeIaPISUod,,  S§1 21otf

L 2DINOSAN
lofew v jo powqdap e
yoigm SwaisAsoae oyy pue
suorfar apy s1e88aq “wap
01 [EIDJIUAG IS[IUM YITgMm
aFaianrd Jo womisod v woyg
ajy ssatmsng  sannedwos
s uidaq jou pinoys dioo
-1noarg vays ‘sepdipuud sn
01 9111 2¢ 01 §1 JUDIIUIIACE
27 31 1B SN O] suIass 1],
‘pres spddeysy Jy
Jdioouoerg jo inoag) ul
pa1g3ram A[ssoad 51 30uno0s5a1
[euorieu (5141} JO wolRI0|®
Yy ‘pumis sIdtEl SV,
ndur og
-qnd yyum pue 1y aq pinoys
UQIIEd0(E I “tusiIno}

pur uoniersuad oipiy yijoq
10] 9RJBA YO Yum ‘92IN0S
-21 [euoneu pue [puoidal
¢ s¢ uodn pajooj a1e nued
-UBAA YT JO SIDtRM YT §|
"INSSL JIAL 9Y3 O
Ardde pnoys sa210] 19)18W
uo  Aotjod  sjusIIUISAOLY
. pue - Anpenmau
sarmadwed,, jo suo A[pasod
-dns - saspdinuyg poumQ
NTIS JO SO AYT SHUIYT
OS]® UONIEOD Moy au]
SOHLYE
. ssasoad poos,
Jo sanpoa ay1 sp paqriosap aq
upd sanppa asafy sadnovid
AT OUDI [ DIUILUONALD
poos o1 ppap yotym $aS5aY
~oud Bupypwi-uorsioap uado
pup I1shf ypf a1wa0ape jm
SNSRIy Y[ TUALOJIAUI
a 1effo yorym sassasosd
Bupypue-uosioap  ul uon
-odinand  oygnd  aanaaffs
s0f  samunrioddo  atowr
-04d o Lustupy oy saqnba
1Y MAUUOIAUT [
Sipnpiatpur pup $anosd
1s8uouin $30.n0530 fo uoqr
-nqrasyp Aol g asuangfiy
puo  aapisuoz o1 Anpqis
-uodsal ays spy 121308

dparonbapn
paruasardal  uzaq  aapy
A2yr aaifiaym BuSSasso,
pur ossazoad o

-UOISIIAP U Wl HRodon
QIU YV} ‘(3G FADY SN
puv  sinodsatd jupaagat
yp o aeyrays Swigpnss, e

L IUALUn AU 3YT 133ffD
Aow yorpm sppsodoad puv
sapyod o) wonppas up 1
-u03 fo uonnjosat ayr a3od
O pUR AR 0L e

,C&uag sy uvuwmy pun £n
-pgpurmsns ' pponh poruatu
-uganaua pmwrdo 10f pasy
LD 24D $324110524 1025 yd
PUD [DANIDU 24NSHI OF ", 8

‘Apwru sSuiavay
onpuey Jo waladns [m
11 YoTym Japun “uswniedap
mau 2y Joy uerd derodion
$,JUDWIUIBA0L) 2U) UT 53snu]2
3y} JO JWOS JE UOIN[EO))
iy o3 Juiseard se isnp *Any
-STUTUE M 3T 2} O) PALI3JSUET
aq i Alioyiny  toniva
-J35U0D) [0S PUR INEA, [TU
-OfIEN  10uUnjIP-2q-01-u00s
ay jo sanqisuodsas ays
smau Aq padeinoouasidnoad
sty pres ‘arddeyn  ynay
1N fuewiEyd UoIRoD

“Buurmay ydy 1A _z.znu:ag

{Bwi0) B JApIsuod o] Apoq eudorddy jcow pue [wapl s
ST JUHLTOIIA LY aY) Jo £HSTUTA! Moy pasodosd 3ty paygnuapl
sEY J2ATY ueduw Ay 2Y) U1 SMOf] pasEalsul 10 HONHEO) AY T,




29 - —338

The Wanganui River Flows Coalition yesterday launched
a nationwide petition aimed at restoring one of New
Zealand’s most famous rivers to “a normal and healthy

state.”

The coalition consists of an al-
liance of Taumarunui and Wanganui
contmunity  and  environmental
groups, with backing from several
nationwide environmental organisa-
tions.

It is pressing the Government to,
in the words of the petition, have
“the Electricity Corporation apply
to the appropriate autherity for a
Water Right to divert and use for
hydro generation the headwaters of
the Wanganui River and its
tributaries: Whakapapa, Okupata,
Papamanuka, Taurewa, Tawhitikuri
and Mangatepope.”

The coalition argues that the right
to divert more than 90 percent of the
headwaters of the Wanganui River
wasg granted to the then Electricity
Department by a secret Govern-
ment Orvder in Council in 1958, and
that no water right hearing has been
held to consider the river's cultural,
historic, scenic recreational and
ecological values.

The coalition says the massive

diversion from the Wanganui Riv-
er’'s headwaters and from most of its
tributaries has led to silting prob-
lems, heavy algae growth on rocks
and a rise in water temperatures
with progressively damaging ef-
fects on trout and other aquatic life.
SYMBOLIC

The petition, which is to close on
May 2 and then be presented to
Parliament, was symbolically
launched yesterday morning at
Electricorp’s Wanganui River dam
site, part of the Tongariro Power
Scheme's Western Diversion, north-
west of Ruapehu, Mt Tongarire and
Mt Ngauruhoe. -

Coalition chairman Keith Chapple
said the dam at which the river's
headwaters were diverted was
“symbolic of the audacity, greed
and uncaring attitude of Govern-
ment officials and engineers who
built the dam site,

“It is at this site the infant
Wanganui River disappears into a
hole in the ground,” Mr Chapple
said.

SIGNATORIES

First signatories of the petition
were celebrated New Zealand artist
Peter Mcintyre, his wife Patti and
coalition deputy chairman Tom
Wells.

Mr Meclntyre and Mr Wells are
veteran campaigners who have been
fighting since the 1960s and 1970s
respectively for the protection of
the Whakapapa and the Wanganui
Rivers.

Five newspaper and radio journal-
ists from Wanganui, Palmerston

North and Taumarunui were on
hand to witness the petition
launching.

They also participated throughoui
the day in a eoalition-organised
familiarisation tour of key Western
Diversion sites and a white water
raft trip down a 16km section of the
Whakapapa River.



Wanganui River Flows Coalition chairman Keith
Chapple (above right) and 2XS5 reporter John Haylock
approach a rapid on the Whakapapa River yesterday
afternoon.

The rapid proved too much for Mr Chapple who was

dumped uninjured from the boat {below).
The whitewater rafting trip down a 16km stretch of

the river was the highlight of a day-long coaliti(_)n- e
orpanised media tour of key sites in the Tongariro
Power Scheme’s Western Diversion.

A Chronicle veporter and photographer, together
with Mr Haylock and three other reporters from
Wanganui and Taumarunui participated.

® Tor further photographic coverage See tormor-
row's Chronicle.
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The Wanganui River Flows Coalition on Thursday launched a national
petition calling for the restoration to a normal healthy state of the Wanganui
River.

CHRONICLE reporter JOHN GIBB and photographers Graeme
Mitchell-Anyon and Beth Tucker went along thal day for a coalition-
organised media tour of key paris of the Tongariro Power Development “
Scheme's Western Diversion.

Thursday’s media tour of many key Western Diversion sites was both exhilarating
and sobering.

It was exhilarating to take part in mutter and rear of water and the Parker, Wanganui River Flows Coal-
: white water raft trip downa 16km sharp cries of native birds. ition chairman Keith Chapple and
<ction of the Whakapapa River, to And to stare at the steep gorge journalists John Newton, of Wan-
mjoy, in my case for the first time, walls soaring up through naiive ganui, Simon Edwards, of
he thrill of bouncing down rapzds bush on either side. Taumarunui, Lesley Allen, of
hrough silence broken only by the Plateau Guides principal Colin Taumarunm John Haylock, of Pal-

The man and the river ... Wanganm Rlver Flows Coalition chalrman Kelth Chapple leans on his
walkmg stick and muses while thé headwaters of the Wanganui River run swiftly behind him on

0. «their. way down from their scurce on Mt Tongariro.

conbineed .-
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merston North and myself took part
in the raft trip and the tour of dams
and pipelines which preceded it.

The raft trip, bringing a group of,
for the most part, town and city
dwellers a rare experience, was
exhilarating.

It was hard also not to be
impressed by the ingenuity and
engineering skill behind the con-
struction of the dams, the pipelines
and the man-made lakes which
comprise part of the Tongariro
Power Development Scheme.

Rarity

But the sobering side was to
realise that white water rafting on
the Whakapapa is a rarity.

Although local tour operators
Plateau Guides are able to operate
cances on the river at low water
levels, higher water levels such as
we experienced on Thursday are
unusual on the Whakapapa, particu-
larly at this time of the year. -

Mr Chapple suggested that the
reason for thé high Whakapapa
flows on Thursday was that Elec-
tricorp, having. heard . about the
planned media trip, had released a
large amount of water from the
Whakapapa intake to make the
river, where low flows are common,
look better. .

The coalition says the river sys-
tems affected bythe Western Diver-
sion of the Tongariro Power Devel-
opment Scheme are dying, with fish
adversely atfected, silt filling up
rock pools and algae growing on
rocks.

Pressure

The coalition in launching its
pational petition hopes to bring
pressure to bear on the Government
to have Electricorp apply for a
water right to divert and use for
hydro generation the headwaters of
the Wanganui River and its
tributaries: Whakapapa, Okupata,
Papamanuka, Taurewa, Tawhitikuri
and Mangatepopo.

It argues that decisions to divert
water from the Wanganui River’s
headwaters and tributaries were
made secretly by the Government in
the late 1950s and that the river’s
cultural, historic, scenic, and recre-
ational and ecological values were
not taken sufficiently into account.

It was sobering to see the head-
waters of the Wanganui River
reduced to a muddy pool of water.

And to consider indications of
inadequate public consultation in
the past.

This year, before the Government
transfers the water right formally
to Electricorp, the people of Wan-
ganui and of New Zealand have the
chance, if they wish to take it, to
reconsider what has happened to the
headwaters of the seven rivers
affected by the Western Diversion
and make their views known.

2

Wanganui River Flows Coalition deputy chairman Tom Welis si gas

the petition on Thursday morning.

Up for the Wanganui River” petition immediately after the formal i

Mr Wells, a former headmaster of Wanganui Collegiate Schos], and & v
campaigner for the protection of the Whakapapa and Wanganui rivers, «

to sign.

_Distinguished New Zealand artist Peter Mclntyre and his =
signed before the formal launch at the site of the Electricity <

where the headwaters of the Wanganui River are captured fur h:

generation.
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U_gl_Y Sigh'_t."!_’e!'.‘f_ few angnui people have seen. This yellowish stagnant pool of water which
- peters.out into bush is all that is left of the headwaters of the Wanganui River.

An

Inthe few metres between the view above and this pool of mud, the river is penned by a concrete

"dam, and moving with suprising speed and volume, slams into a hydo electric intake below the dam
o an disatnNeare channollad awsay ta tha Tancarirn Pawar Tavelanment Srhama

CorRnawcd .
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A confrontation between Wanganui River commercial
boat operators and the Te Tikanga Tribal Authority looks
set for Monday, February 15.

That is the date authority chair-
man and kaumatua Hikaia Amohia
has given boat owners to come to an
agreement gver joint river opera-
tions, otherwise, he says, the boats
will be confiscated. And Mr Amohia
appears determined to follow up the
threat.

When Mr Amohia was told that the
Department of Conservation had
tbld boat owners to ignore the claim
he said "“to heH with them”.
“We are not worried about them,"”
he: said yesterday.

Te Tikanga has based its owner-
ship claim on a Maori Land Court
decision in 1939 which gave owner-

ship of the riverbed to the Maori
people.

But a series of court cases since
then have ruled in favour of the
Crown.

A subsequent Court of Appeal
decision in 1962 reaffirmed the
decision in favour of the Crown.

However, Mr Amohia claims the
customary title, which is an ancest-
ral title, belongs to the Maori
peable,

“We're prepared to go to court if
necessary over this,” he said.

Now the Treaty of Waitangi had
been recognised as a valid docu-
ment, other Maori groups were

getting their land back and “'w
want ours”, he said.

Te Tikanga intended to discus:
the issue with river boat operator:
but, if they would not co-gperate
they would be thrown off the river
My Amohia said.

The largest commercial boat
operator on the Wanganui River.
Barrv Crocker. of Pioneer Jet Boat
Tours, Taumarunui, is annoyed and
disturbed at threats made by the
authority.

Mr Crocker said Mr Amohia's
actions were tatally unethical. The
first he knew of the threat was in a
newspaper.

Mr Crocker said Mr Amohia
visited him some days ago asking
for a “slice of the cake” but would
not elaborate.

Mr Crocker said he told Mr
Amohia then that if he wanted a
slice of the cake he should put in the
hours that Mr Crocker deces.

“I pay my licence fees and 1 have
done nothing wrong,” Mr Crocker
said.

Mr Crocker said he pays three
licence fees which all come under
the jurisdiction of the Department
of Conservation.

“I must remind Mr Amohia that [
do not use the riverbed but the
water,” he said.

DoC Whanganui district conser-
vator John Ombler has advised boat
owners to ingore the Te Tikanga
threats as they had no basis in law.

Subsequent appeals after the 1939
decision had ruled in favour of the
Crown and that is how the matier
presently stands, he said.

Mr Crocker said he was con-
cerned that some type of barrier
may be erected on Monday, Febru-
ary 13, stopping him from using the
river. That then might become a
matter for the police, he said.

Mr Amohia appears to be working
on his own.

He does not have the backing of
the Whanganui Interim Maori Trust
Board, which represents the tribes
on the river, and on their behalf was
conducting all negotiations either
with Government or all other par-
ties related to the river.

One of the board's directors,
Maurice Takarangi, of Wanganui,
said the issue appeared to be a
domestic affair.

It is understood NMr Amochia re-
cently resigned from the board.

Mr Takarangi said the board
would seek a meeting with Mnr
Amohia.
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Both the bed of the Wanganui
River and its waters look like
being the subject of controversy
in the coming year.

The ownership of the bed of the
river has been disputed for many
vears by the Maori leaders of
“"aumarunui and the guestion must
se high up on the agenda of the
Waitangi Tribunal.

Be that as it may, the resolution
that a river bed is owned by other
than the public is not easy to come
by in a country like New Zealand,
where the protection of public lands
for public use is so fundamental.

A determination may be some way
off.

Of more immediate urgency is the
determination of water rights af-
fecting the Wanganui River.

Put a different way, when can the
protection of the river waters as the
Wanganui River assume supremacy
over its use for sewerage and other
waste water disposal or for electric-
ity generation?

The Whanganui National Park,
which was to be called the Wanganui
River National Park, depends for its
very existence on the river.

The water of the river is just as
much part of our park as Lakes
Manapouri and Te Anau are of
Fiordland National Park.

Cleaning up the river requires the
cormitment of Taumarunui and

Waitotara MP VENN YOUNG submits the Wanganui River shoulc@
have the same sort of protection as has been granted Lakes Manapouri
and Te Anau, in this article specially written for the Chronicle.

Wanganui municipalities and cannat
be avoided by either.

The management of the watgr
division for electricity generation is
another question and the present
procedures are a far cry from those
that apply to Manapouri.

In the latter case the interests of
Fiordland National Park have pre-
dominated long after the levels of
the lakes were settled.

The management of Lakes Te
Anau and Manapouri for electricity
generation are according to a set of
guidelines set out by the guardians
of the lakes.

These procedures were agreed by
the New Zealand Electricity Depart-
ment as it was then known and
enshrined in legislation, as were the
responsibilities of the guardians.

The similarity of Manapouri and
the Wanganui River water rights for
electricity generation lie in the fact
that in both cases catchments are
significantly modified by transfer-
ring water from one catchment to
another.

The right to do so is in the law in
both cases, but there is no legisla-
tive protection accorded the waters
of the Wanganuil River.

Regulations promulgated in 1938
and 1973 legislation allow the diver-
sion of waters from the Whakapapa
and other tributories of the Wan-
ganui River into Lake Taupo and the
Waikato Hydro schemes.

A subseguent water right granted
by the Rangitikei-Wanganui Catch-
ment Board provides some limita-
tions on diversion but that water
right expires in October next.

By then the commercially-orien-
tated Electricorp will seek the right
to continue extraction.

I am informed that the newly
formed state enterprise wishes to be
seen to be acting responsibly and
may they be applauded for doing so.

That, however, is not the point.

The question is, ‘‘on whose side is
the strength of the law should
reason not prevail and a dispute on
the allocation of water develop?
What legislative requirement is
there currently protecting the Wan-
ganui River as an integral part of
the Whanganui National Park?”

The answer is “none’”.

I submit that the river needs the
same sort of protection as has been
granted Lakes Manapouri and Te
Anau.
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The. Rangitikei-Wangamui Catchment Board yesterday released
yvhat it cgﬂls a “public discussion paper” aimed at stimulating further
interest in the Wanganui River minimum flow regime up for review

this year.

The 17-page report, accompanied
by several pages of river flow data,
was prepared by the board’s chief
technical officer Don Spence.

In the early stages of the report
Mr Spence emphasised that the
purpose of the review is to set
“appropriate” minimum flows for
the river, but he also restates the
board’s view that the review sheould
address a wide number of other
issues.

Among those other issues Mr
Spence included navigation, water
quality, gravel extraction, Maori
values as well as the recreation,
scenic and fisheries values that
tended to dominate the debate when
the minium flow regime was intro-
duced in 1983.

Management

While the board has invited sub-
missions on “any and all relevent
issues™ it still holds strongly to the
view that "proper management of
the soil and water resources lies in
integrated whole catchment man-
agement.”

Mr Spence said the board does not
believe that effective management
can be achieved by attempting to
manage separate resources or part
of catchments in isolation.

Without attempting to stifle de-
bate or prejudge any issues, Mr
Spence suggested that the review
process was “simply a means seek-
ing agreement on common goals and
the means of achieving them or at
least avoiding conflict in the pursuit
of separate goals.”

He advised those intending to
make submissions to “appreciate
the objective and aims” of the
statutes relating to the setting and
maintenance of minimum flows and
to be aware of the matters the board
has to consider in making its
decision.

Mr Spence said the Soil and Water
Conservation Act was intended to

ensure that the best use was made of
the nation’s water resources in the
interests of the community as a
whole and to allocate its use among
competing interests accordingly.

“No prierity is given to any
particular use or the interests of any
particular section of the communi-
ty,” he said. “Each has to establish
what his or her needs are and how
their use or the protection of it
benefits the whole community.”

Regarding the Wanganui River,
he said Electricorp, the com-
munities of Wanganui and
Taumarunui and every jetboater,
canoeist, fisherman and others
whethér Maori or Pakeha are “all
uselrs and in some cases abusers” of
the river.

“But none
position or priority of use,”
Spence said.

“Needs for the use of water for
community water supplies, primary
and secondary industries including
disposal of wastes and energy
generation, water based recreation,
fisheries and wildlife habitats all
have to be taken into consideration
account in making a judgment on

as any privilege,
Mr

what is in the best interests of the
community at large.”

Balanced

Mr Spence dwelt at some length
on the events and activities which
eventually led to the introduction of
the minimum flow regime five
yvears ago and gave some attention
to the difficulties and successes of
the board’s river management prog-
rarnmes over the past nearly 20
years.

The report also makes comment
on many of the “other issues” the
board now considers must be taken
account of in any new flow regime
for the Wanganui River.

In general the report is balanced
and carefully worded so as to avoid
giving the impression that the board
has already made any judgments.

However, with the minimum flow
review having already attracted
significant attention from several
quarters Mr Spence and the board
have no illusions that the report will
be subject to considerable criticism
and comment.



By JOHN GIBB

The bed of the Wanganui River
will inevitably revert to Maori
ownership, possibly within two
vears, Wanganui MP Russell
Marshall said vesterday.

My Marshall, & former Conserva-
tion Minister and now Minister of
Foreign Affairs toid the Chronicle in
Wanganui a claim on behalf of the
Wanganui River tribes was ex-
pected to be filed with the Waitangi
Tribunal within days.

Depending on how quickly the
tribunal was able to deal with its
workload, the Wanganui River case
could be decided within two years.

Mr Marshall said that for the past
60 1o 70 vears claims made by the
Maori people in respect of the river
had not been directly and fairly
addressed and the claimants were
still dissatisfied.

Asked whether he believed own-
ership of the riverbed would be
returned to the Maori viver tribes.
Mr Marshall said: “I think that

@ From P1

The future of the Wanganui River
has been sharply highlighted in
recent weeks by the activities of the
river flows coalition and demands
by the Taumarunui-based Te Tikan-
ga Tribal Authority.

The coalition late last week
launched a national, “Speak Up for
the Wanganui™ petition designed to
rally support for the holding of a
formal water right hearing at which
the Electricity Corporation would
apply to continue to divert the
headwaters of the Wanganui River
and water from six other of its

we're on a path that makes it
inevitable in one form or ancther.”

“1 think that the journey which is
about to be started wiil inevitably
resolve the matter satisfactorally. It
might take a couple of vears. It's an
issue that will not go away.”

Mr Marshall said that the Pakeha
were still not fully aware about what
the riverbed issue was about as far
as the Maori people were con-
cerned.

“There's & sense of grie ance
there which is deeply felt which has
to be redressed,” he said.

Mr Marshall spoke in support of
restoring ownership of the riverbed
to the river tribes and agreed such a
move would raise the mana of the
river from the Maori perspective
and could improve race relations.

Asked whether conflict could
arise between tribal reguirements
and the wishes of other river users
once ownership was vestored., Mr
Marshall said he believed common-
sense would prevail and the Depart-
ment of Conservation would be able
to continue to play a mediating role.

tributaries into the Western Diver-
sion of the Tongarire Power Devel-
opment Scheme.

Authority chairman Hikaia
Amohia has given commercial boat
owners who operate on the Wan-
ganui River until February 135 to
come to an agreement over joint
river operations or risk having their
boats confiscated.

After the three addresses, a
member of the audience spoke
strongly in support of Mr Amohia.

Mr Marshall said that despite the
moral force of Mr Amohia's argu-
ment, his reading of a 1939 Maori
Land Court decision was mistaken
in law.

Department  of
Whanganui district Conservator
John Ombler said he had been
contacted by several commercial
and recreajional river users con-
cerned by Mr Amohia’s comments.

My Ombler asked My Marshall if
there was a possibility the river
could be limnited in public access
mder Maori control.

wur marshall said he believed any
problem could be resolved.

In his address, Mr Chapple spoke
strongly of the need to restore the
former vitality of the Wanganui
River, much'of which he said had
been lost through excessive draw
off for hydro-~lectric power genera-
tion. }

“Two hun.fb.d years ago, the
Wanganui R * ar was a vibrant living
thing.” he & ud.

“It « -ported along its banks a
self-sufficient society of probably
over 30.000 people.

“A peop  who, over hundreds of
years, L.d achieved a oneness with
nature. Nnt a perfect union perhaps,
but ceri . v a union where people
had lee .Jd to wisely use their

Conservation
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Mr Marshall's comments came
after he addressed about 80 people
at a public forum on the Wanganui
River and the Treaty of Waitangi
organised by the Wanganui branch
of Project Waitangi and held in the
city's David Lecture Theatre.

In his address Mr Marshall consi-
dered the history of Maori claims to
the river and looked at the way in
which claims had been sidelined by
successive courts and governments.

He said one former Appeal Court
had consisted of “elderly Pakeha
men."

However, he noted a healthy
refurbishing of river marae in
recent years, progress which would
be added to by eventual restoration
of Maori ownership of the riverbed.

Keith Chapple, chairman of the
Wanganui River Flows Coalition and
Dr Patrick O'Connor. Wanganui
Area Health Board acting medical
director (community and environ-
ment), also spoke at the meeting.

@ Cont'd P3

natural resources, rather than abuse
them.

“For the people of the river, the
beheading of the upper Wanganui is
a tragedy — regional asset stripping
on a grand scale.

“For the Wanganui River, the loss
of its headwaters represents an act
of mindless vandalism. Its spirit-
uality, its mana, its chemical make-
up. its ability to support life, its
recreational potential and scenic
values are dramatically down-
graded.

“The people of the river, whether
they be from the King Country or
Wanganui, or the places in between,
have only the problems to contend
with and a iegacy of resentment.

Dr O'Connor, who last year heiped
to prepare an impertant area health
board report on pollution levels in
the lower reaches of the Wanganui
River said last night the river near
the city was still heavily polluted
from 55 sewer outfalls, making
swimming there undesirable from a
health point of view.

Bathing at Castlecliff Beach was
generaliy safe, although shelifish
caught in the river or estuary should
not be eaten.

Dr O'Connor said the mativation
in trying to clean up the river was
not purely a health one in any
narrow sense of the term.

“We're not spending money to
prevent gasiroenieritis. but so we
can have full use of our river and
feel proud of it,” he said.

The lower reaches of the river
were part of a river which was a
national t) -asure and wes of great
symbolic and spiritual significance
to” the Maori people.

Close consultant with the Maori
pecylz would be necessary in the
future development of the city's
sewerage programime.



oard against
leadline delay

. “Make the effort and get your submissions
in on time.”

That is the advice from Rangitikei-
Wanganui Catchment Board chief technical
officer Don Spence 1o Wanganui Conserva-
tion Department officers seeking a defer-
ment of the deadline for submissions on the
review of minimum flows for the Wanganui
River.

The review process is now underway with
the board having called for writien submis-
sions and tentatively scheduled a hearing for
mid-May.

However at Thursday's board meeting a
letter was tabled from DoC officer John
Ombler asking the board 1o delay the hearing
for up to a month.

Mr Ombler indicated his deparrment was
carrying out or would carry out various
research projects on the Wanganui River and
wanted to include information gained in the
department’'s submissions on minimum
flows.

In recommending to the board that the
review programme continue unchecked, Mr
Spence said it was important the board

received all the submissions, consider all the”

issues raised in them and then determine the,
date of the final hearing.

He said discussions with Mr Ombler had
vielded no specific information as to the
relevance of the research being conducted
by DoC.

"I asked about the nature and purpose of
the projects and ;01 no clear answers,” Mr
Spence sdid.

He suggested. that if DoC or any other
party making submissions wanted to have
the hearing date delayed the proper place 1o
make the reguest was in their written
submissions.

Mr Spence said the hearing date was only
provisional and it would be premature io
start deferring it at this stage.
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Rain in the upper Wanganui River
catchment on Thursday means the
river should continue to flow at least
near the 22 cumec minimum for this
time of the vear.

However, another long, hot, dry
spell similar to the past two weeks
could see the river level drop below
the 22 cumec minimum and neither
the board nor Electricorp will be
able to prevent it

The board’s resources manager,
John Garrett, said that since Janu-
ary 12 Electricorp had been regular-
ly releasing water from its diver-
sion system below Mt Ruapehu to
ensure the Wanganui River was
maintained at or near the minimum
flow set for this period.

However, Mr Garrett said the

recent prolonged dry spell had
affected the upper catchment and
there was now almost no more water
available either for power genera-
tion or to keep the Wanganui River
Jevel up.
* “There's nothing left up there so
if the river level falls below 22
cumecs that's too bad,” Mr Garrett
said.

Rain which fell over most of the
region on Thursday had relieved the
situation, at least temporarily.

Catchment board chief technical
officer Don Spence said yesterday
thar while “some manipulation™ of
water flows was possible through
the Tongariro Power Scheme diver-
sion svstem it was only possible
when nature allowed.

He said whether or not the
Wanganui River flow could remain
near the 22 cumec minimum was "in
the lap of the gods™ and if anyone
wanted to make a fuss about it they
would have to take their case to a
much higher authority.



The Wanganui River has been hard hit by
the massive diversion of its headwaters.

That view emerged from a meeting of the
Wellington National Parks and Reserves
‘Board in Wanganui yesterday morning, after
a board sub-committee on river flows
reported back on community concerns about
the damage resulting from excessive river
draw-off.

The report was compiled by sub-commit-
tee convenor Darrell Grace after discussions
with the Department of Conservation on its
concerns and a DoC research programme on
the river.

The report
effects:

@ The biological degradation of tha many
headwater streams of the Wanganui which
are subject to 100 percent “takes.””. These
streams, inchuding the infant Wanganui, are
totally diverted, (except during high ficod or
in maintenance shut-downs), leaving a dried
up riverbed below the intake structure.

@ The massive alteration to the Whalka-
papa River which is reduced from an
average flow of approximately 16 cumecs
(cubic metres per second) to a residual flow
of 0.6 cumecs. This leaves a greatly reduced
flow and consequent biological effects.

@ Downstream effects on river life be-
cause of reduction in flow, resultant increase
in temperature, reduction in available oxy-
gen, increase in algae, and a decrease in total
biomass.

@ Navigational difficuities caused by re-
duced flow, ranging from the unsuitability of
the Whakapapa for whitewater rafting, the
Taumarunui-Ghinepa  section  becoming
marginal or impossible for jetboats, the
remainder of the river becoming marginal to
impossible to riverboats — depending on
flow levels.

spotlighted the following

@ Alteration to physical processes in the
lower river system where rapids were said to
be “cementing” up and the charnels becom-
ing less defined due to the high sediment load
and loss of clean headwaters.

@ Loss of amenity value of the water. The

massive reduction in flow reduces the
capacity of the Wanganui to assimilate and
dispose of wastes. To put the loss in context,
there is a 30 percent reduction in the flow at
Wanganui City, at low flows, as a result of the
Tongariri Power Development western di-
version.

@ The opportunity cost to the Wanganui
River region as a result of the loss of
headwaters. The tourist and recreation
industry are severely handicapped by the
loss of the good clean waters from the
voleanic plateau.

@ The aesthetic loss. The Wanganui was
anees a nﬁghtv river  aduvarticed and ra-

nowned internationally. It is
muddy stream by comparison.

@ The incompatibility in management
philosophies between the Whanganui Nation-
al Park — managed in terms of section four
of the National Parks Act — and the
Wanganui River — managed in terms of a
1958 Parliamentary order in council which
gave wide-ranging and  unconditional
privileges to Electricorp.

The sub-committee is to meet in the city on
February 24 to formulate, association with
DoC a submission on behalf of the board to
the Rangitikei-Wanganui Catchment Board
in support of a higher minimum flows regime
in the river.

The catchment board is to hold a hearing
inte the flows regime in May and both the
Wellington board and DoC are to make
submissions.

now but a
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It might well be asked, why it took
five years to reach a public hearing
stage, and a further year to reach a
final decision.

Inquiry

The reasons for that are, that at
the outset the board set out to
conduct a wide-ranging inquiry with
a view to formulating soil and water
management policies for the Wan-
ganui River and its catchment area,
using the minimum flow issue as the
process focus, just as it would again
now wish to do.

A management planning docu-
ment was prepared and distributed,
together with a report now 10 vears
out of date prepared by consultants
for the board, summarising the then
available information on the water
resources of the Wanganui River,
with an invitation to the public and
interested parties to make submis-
sions.

The response was disappointing to
say the least.

Either the public at the time had
no understanding of the issues, or
did not care particularly.

In any event there was little point
in conducting a hearing. It was even
necessary to persuade NZ Electrici-
ty to take an interest in the matter.

Given that limited response, an
active ingquiry was then initiated, by
seeking out, known interested users
of the river, explaining .the issues,
and soliciting comments and views
— a process of taking the mountain
to Mohammed, if he would not come
to the mountain.

As a result of those inquiries it
was decided tg confine any further
consideration to the minimum flow
issue alone, having regard for what
was originally sought by the Canoe-
ing Association.

In that the Tongarire power

development diversions only affect
the mean annual river flow by eight
percent at the mouth, which is less
than the measurement error to be
expected in flows, and that there is
little additional catchment flow
contribution from the mouth to
Pipiriki, no reasens were found for
even considering a minimum flow
for that length of river.

Between Pipiriki and the Retar-
uke River, although the impact of
the diversions begins to increase
upstream as significant contribuot-
ing tributaries are passed, again no
significant effects were found of
any consequence to river users.

Only in the section between the
Retaruke River and the Ongarue
River confluence at Taumarunui
where the reduction in mean annual
flow is 20 percent, was there found
any real concern by river users,
with the reduction in flows.

[6-2-%3

Above the Ongarue confluence
the reduction in flows is even more
marked and has its greatest impact..

But at the time it would appear
that those interested in the upper
river above Taumarunui were
either satisfied with the agreements
reached by direct negotiation with
New Zealand Electricity or had
simply resigned themselves to the
new post diversion situation.

In any event nothing was asked
for or sought by way of a minimum
flow above Taumarunui.

As a consequence a further report
was prepared, based on the board’s
own investigations and inquiries,
which included a recommended
minimum flow, fixed only at Te
Maire Bridge, using the existing
flow recording station at that site as
the flow measuring and monitoring
point.

Invitation

Ancther invitation was then ex-
“tended to interested parties to make
submissions, directed to that report
and its recommendations.

A much more positive response
was forthcoming, both as to content
and numbers, of the submissions
received, and the matter then pro-
ceeded to a hearing of submissions.

A copy of the recommendations
and report from that hearing indi-
cates why it took so long to bring the
submission process to a conclusion.

The reason it took a further yea:
for a final decision to be made, arose
from the need referred to in the
board’s recommendation for an
arrangement to be worked out with
New Zealand Electricity as to how in
practice the board's recommenda-
tion could be achieved.

The discussions that took place,
included other matters concerning
the affects of diversions elsewhere,
including the Meawhango River and
were not simply or easily resolved.
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Debate over Maori claims to
Wanganui Riverbed ownership
came down to cultural and legal
opinion, Wanganui MP Russell
Marshall said vesterday.

Maori grievances arising from 1903
legislation continued to this day,
he said.

“In the end it’s a matter of cultural
and legal opinien,” he said.

Mr Marshall was commenting on an
articie by former Maori Affairs
Department officer Earl Nelson
{Chronicle, February 12).

Mr Nelson took exception to Mr
Marshall’'s assertion that there
had been ignorance - although
not malicious — by administrators
of the day in applying English law

By JOHN GIBB
The Department of Conser-
vation has been contacted by
several people concerned about
what a successful Maori claim
to ownership of the Wanganui
River bed could mean in terms
of rights of public access and

navigation on the river.

DoC Wanganui regional manager
Jeff Connell said yesterday the
department had recently heard ex-
pressions of alarm about the future

of commercial operations on the
river on Dbehalf of people whose
livelihood depended on such opera-
tions.

Mr Connell said the department
was mindful that public rights of
access to the Whanganui National
Park and of navigation on the river
needed to be clarified should the
river bed ownership change hands.

“The river is crucial to access to
the national park and the depart-
ment would be concerned that
decisions v relation o the -river
should not prejudice public access

to New Zealand riverbed owner-
ship.

“It is net ignoramnce, but a hard-
nosed refusal to face facts,” Mr

Nelson wrote. *“Mr Marshall's
statements, which I accept as
being well-intentioned, are more
likely to be seen as one more
instance of trying to pull wool
over Maori eyes.”

Mr Marshall said yesterday he
would have thought his published
views were encouraging Maori
attempts 1o resolve riverbed grie-
vances.

“I disown the statement I'm trying
to pull wool over Maori eyes,” Mr
Maershall said.

“I have no qualms about saying in
1988 that things we did 150 years

to part of the nation’s heritage,” Mr
Connell said.
“The Department of Conservation

welcomes an application to the
Waitangi Tribunal by the Whan-
gagui tribes in respect of the river
bed.

“The tribunal is the correct place
to air and settle a long-standing
grievance of that kind.

“There will continue to be diffi-
culty in that area until that claim
has been properly disposed of.

“The department does not have a
position as vet on such an applica-
tion.

“In some ways it would be
beneficial if the claim succeeded
sbut the department realises that this
scould possibly complicate public
‘access and commercial operations
on the river.

“The department is concerned
about these matters and we would
hope that they could be clarified in
the course of any hearing and the
recommendations resulting there-
from.

ago were well-intentioned but

ignorant.

“Some of the things that were done
at that stage over river ownership
were well-intentioned. In Britain
people all too often managed to
get ownership right down to the
edge of rivers and stopped others
from getting access. Early set-
tlers were determined that
shouldn’t happen here.

“So, partly to redress one English
practice they didn't like they did
something which in the end was
culturally inappropriate.

“Given the lack of understanding at
the time about Maori river owner-
ship attitudes, I wouldn't blame
them at all.”

“The legal relationships between
the riverbed, the flowing water,
rights to navigation and rights to
use water are far from clear and
need 1o be investigated in the course
of the tribunal hearing.

“The difficulty is that no-one
knows what the conseguences of the
change in the ownership of the
riverbed really are both legally and
what approach the new owners
might take.”

Commenting on the concerns of
commercial operators, Mr Connell
said: "I think this alarm is prema-
ture but these issues are very
complicated and need to be sorted
out and settled in one en "
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Wanganui residents should con-
sider canoeing the Wanganui Riv-
er for a holiday before jetting
overseas. So says the Department
of Conservation’s Whanganui dis-
trict senior conservation officer
John Lythgoe.

A big increase had been expected
in people on the river this summer
because of Whanganui National
Park status, but this had not hap-
pened. -

There had been a 10.4 percent
increase in canoeists, kayakers and
private jetboats at Pipiriki between
December 28 and February 14 this
summer, compared to last season,
but this could be largely atiributed
to a large jethoat association gather-
ing on the river over Wellington
Aqgiversary weekend, Mr Lythgoe
said.

Last year 1142 people had arrived
at Pipiriki during that perviod. Up to
February 14 this vear 1260 had
arrived at the settlement,

Mr Lythgoe said the increase was
based on wvalid figures but if the
association had not been on the river

o -2 -9%
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Flows down
hakapapa

Sir, — The emotive letter by Pe-
ter Melntyre published in The
Dominion Sunday Times on Feb-
ruary 7, is beth misleading and
ineorrect in suggesting Klee-
tricorp made some clever moves
to fool journalists when they
were being shown the Tongariro
seheme.

Fiows down the Whakapapa
oceir at the request of the Rangi-
fikei-Wanganui Catchment Board
and the board will confirm that
fact. Compensation flows re-
leased down the Whakapapa to
meet the Te Maire constraints
have resulted in a direct loss of
28.8 GWh of electricity over the
last four years. These flows have
also reduced inflows {o Lake
Taupo and ultimately flows to
the g?aikato River.

The flows Mr MeclIntyre ob-
served are, thus, an expensive ex-
ercise in river management that

figures would have been much in
line with last year or maybe lower,
he said.

_ “It's not a big increase consider-
ing all the publicity it has had. We
have got to push domestic tourism.
A lot of Wanganui people have not
considered doing a trip on the

Wanganui River. They think of
going to Fiji, Australia, Auck-
land...” he said.

~ Most Wanganui people had an
image of the river as a sewer, he
said.

However, Mr Lythgoe, who re-
cently kayaked the river, said it was
in the best condition he had seen it
for vears.

"Prior to the rains it was brilliant,
It was clear and warm. I think
Wanganui pecple would have been
amazed."”

Figures of canoeists, kavakers
and non-commercial jetboats, put-
ting in at Pipiriki between De-
cember 12 and January 30 over the
last three summers were 904 (1985-
1986), 926 (1986-1987) and 1011
(1987-1988).

has been imposed subsequent to
the construction of the Tongariro
Scheme. The energy loss that re-
solts frem these posi-construc-
tion compensation flows must be
replaced by more expensive gen-
eration {at this {ime either New
Plymouth or Marsden), a cost
that is ultimately borne by the
electricity consumer of New
Zealand. .

Of the journalists shown the
Tongariro power scheme by Mr
Mclgntyre and the Wanganui
Flows Coalition only one had the
courtesy io contaet Electricorp
to determine whether there was
another side to the story and to
sort fact from fiction. )

At the forthcoming Wanganui
River minimum flow hearings,
Electricorp will be representing
the interests of the electricity
consumer of New Zealand. Our
policy is to produce electricity
efficiently in an environmentally
sound way. The water Mr McIn-
tyre saw flowing down the
Whakapapa is a cost to the con-

SHmer.
I M. JOHNSTONE
(Group environmental manager
North Island Hydro Group
Hlectricity Corporation

Clnmo e C"Qq__

The Wanganui Chamber of Com-
merce hopes to organise a forum
at which the Electricity Corpora-
tion would be asked to give ity
views on the diversion of the
Wanganui River’s headwaters for
power generation.

The Chamber also plans to inviie
the Wanganui River Flows Coalition
io give its views al the forum.

The coalition favours a formal
water right hearing at which Elec:
tricorp would apply for the authori-
tv to draw off water from the
headwaters of the Wanganui River
and many of its tributaries.

Coalition chairman Geoff Chapple
addressed the chamber council's
monthiy meeting in the city on
Wednesday and indicated the
chamber could assist by promoting
the coalition’s nationwide petition
calling for the water right hearing.

The chamber could also help the
coalition by promoting its views and
encouraging people to read Mr
Chapple’s book., “The Rape of the
Wanganui River™.

Mr Chapple outlined the coali-
tion's case for a water right hearing.

He said the coalition was likelv 1o
present a submission io the Ran-
gitikei-Wanganui Catchment
Board’s minimum flows hearing
planned for May. but the coalition
would contirue its battle for the
whote water right to be reviewed at
a formal hearing.

Chamber president Peter Airchi-
son: "1 think perhaps the kev is the
Waitangi Tribunal. Certain rivers
have certain mana.”

Mr Chapple: “My own thinking 1s
that Electricorp is in conflict with
the treaty.”

AMr Chapple said under the corpn-
ration’s establishment act it was
bound to obeyv the provisions of the
treaty.

Should the matter go before the
courts it could mean the closure ol
the whole western diversion.

My Aldtchison: “If we had more
water in the river we'd have a
deeper port and there'd be more
scouring and we'd have a comimer-
cially viable operation.”
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Electricity prices conid double if the Wanganui
hendwaters were no longer diverted for power

generation.

That's according to the
Eleciricity Corporation’s
Group Environmenial Man-
ager, D 1an Johnstone, who
1old the Gazette last week
his organisation was sick ol
being made out the big ogre
grabbing resources with no
thought for the envirenment,

He iikens Electricorps
position in relation to the
Coalition lobby group for
higher Wanganus fiows as a
“Don Quixate fighting a
windmill” The Cealition is
quite happy to talk 10 the
media about ali the things
Eiectnicorp is deing wrong,
but hasn't once approached
the corporation itself with
the gricvances, he claimed.
{1t 15 also true the cotpora-
tion has approaghed the
Coatition}.

Dr Johnstone said Elec-
trcorp spends hundreds of
thousands of dollars a year,
monitering diversions and
(e environmental effects on
the river and lakes of its
schemes.

The corporation has a
double purpose, however. A
major aim is te keep the
price of electricity down and
that is tagged with the rider
of achieving this with con-
cern for the environment.

DPr Johnstone was quoted
1n the Turangi Chronicle last
week as saying 35 percent of
hydro  water  for the

Tokaanu stalion comes
fram the Western Diversion.
If that supply was vastly
reduced and the Tongariro
Scheme  badly hampered,
alternative supplies would
have to be found.

“At the moment the Ton-
garire Scheme s prewy
much the difference between
putting in another Cook
Strait cable, or using
Marsden Point for electric

ity gencration,” he said last
week.

In the Chronicie he was
quoted as saying this would
mean at least @ deubling of
electricity  bills. But last
week he was more cautious,
saying such figures would be
commercially scnsitive to
the corporation.

*1 wont conlizm or deny
the doubling. Just say it
would be a significant
increase.” People  should
remember that the water
that goes threugh the TPS
also goes down the Waikato
and 15 used by seven other
generation stations, he said.

Qver the jast four years,
minimuta flows at Te Maire
that c¢ame from ihe last
catchinent  board hearing
have cost the ¢lectricity con-
sumer $5.4  million, Dr
Jahnstone said. The drought
conditions of January and
February and the necd to
maintain  the minimum
flows witl also cost the con-
sumer & great deal this year,
he said. New Plymouth
power station was requircd
10 bum mors gas for genera-
tion over those months,

On the Coalition’s cnvif-
onmental  concerns, Dr
Johnstone said the argu-
ments put forward en algal
build-up are “to me a5 a
scientist, just so remote from
reality”. He said there wasa

contributing 1o build-up,
bt mutrient levels were far
more relevant and it is the
gradicnt of sections of the
river that plays a large part
in formation of “standing
algal crops™.

Weed and algae in other
fivers with much higher
[lows was far worse than in
the Whakapapa or Wan-
gafui.

People were not coming
to Eleciricorp with concerns
about the river systems and
that was particufarly rue
with sedimentation prob-
lems. Dr Johnstone said he
had a [ecling some of the
problems were “Just in pso~
gles’ minds” but said the
corporation wanted to hear
of specific instances, Its staff
were desply invoived in
monitaring programimes and
the corperation abided by
about 100 different agree-
ments on flows and other
protection measures agreed
1o in the past.

“Beeausc we'rc a lavge
organisation, poople see us
as unapproachahble, which is
quite the appasite.”

Dr Johmstonc said the
minimum flow hearing in
May would be the best
gpportunity 1o prescnt
detailed, scientific data and
for anm “unbiased” third
pariy Lo sort oul the balance
of conflicting uses for the
walter.

The Electricorp spokes
man said fishermen herc
knew they were taking &
gamble when agreeing &t
meetings to the Tongarire
Power Scheme. River levels
would be lower, but they
knew Lake Otamangakan
would be created. That lake
is now one of ths best lake
fisheries in New Zeatand, Dr
Johnstonc claimed. “1t's an
amazing success story.”

Some people, even in
Kakahi “undesstand and
accept they haven't Jost
everything. There was (ccog-
nition there was going to be
some loss, that's why com-
pensation was made.

Dr Johnstone  argues
there i no point in trying 10
turn the clock back.
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The Taumarunui Borough Coun-
cil and the Wanganui River Flows
Coalition group are to write to the
Rangitikei-Wanganui Catchment
Board for an extension of the
March 25 deadline for submis-
sions on increased flows on the
Wanganui River.

This is to enable both groups to
make use of an extensive Depart-
ment of Conservation report which
will be ready by May.

The report covers a wide range of
topics and most importantly will
include evidence of downstream
ecological damage caused by low
flows and high temperatures.

According to Taumarunui Bor-
ough councillor Stuart Shaw, this
will be new information that will be
extremely important to those mak-
ing submissions and especially to
the council’s sub-committee which
must address among its topics,
tourism, the river heritage and the
results of a recent survey done by
the Tourist and Promotion group.

“It seems that a hearing is to be
held before the public has had a
chance to see the results of such an
important, comprehensive and up to

date study on the Wanganui River
system.”

Cr Shaw said there must be some
ulterior motive for the catchment
board wanting to hold a hearing
before such important information
is available to the public.

Cr Shaw said the Rangitikei-
Wanganui Catchment Board discus-
sion document prepared by Don
Spence was a poor document.

“It makes reference to only one
paper or document being available
which could assist those, who are
making submissions, with wider
information,” he said.

The document only identifies one
clause in the Soil and Water Conser-
vation Act which is relevant to the
hearing.

However, Cr Shaw says there are
at least a dozen relevant clauses
which should be addressed in relat-
ion to a minimum flow hearire

The discussion paper also says

that the upper Wanganui River
above the Whakapapa junction is
now a smaller river than it was
before diversion, but otherwise
exhibits no obvious adverse charac-
teristics.

“I would suggest that this state-
ment is rubbish. The DoC document
will no doubt discuss this section of
river. The loss of blue duck habitat
on the diverted river tributaries is
an example of serious and unaccept-
able damage to the upper Wanganui
catchment,” Cr Shaw said.

Cr Shaw said if it was correct that
Minister of Energy David Butcher
has advised Minister of Conserva-
tion Helen Clark that Electricorp
will not be bound by any rulings or
findings of the catchment board's
minimum flow hearing, then this
was very concerning.

Cr Shaw’s motion to the borough
council that an extension of two
months be sought from the catch-
ment board was carried while
another motion requesting that the
council write to the Minister of
Energy asking that he must state
clearly whether or not Electricorp
will be bound by any rulings as a
result of the minimum flow hear-
ings was lost.

Mayor Terry Podmore said the
council’s general submission to the
catchment board will ask for the
minimum flows to be increased to a
more appropriate level, about one
and a half times its present level.

Meanwhile, Wanganui River
Flows Coalition chairman Keith
Chapple has urged members to also
write to the catchment board re-

questing an extension of the dead-
line.

Mr Chapple said the DoC survey
was very important and should be
used for submissions.

“Without such evidence. the Coali-
tion (and of course all others making
submissions) will be required to
make recommendatiions based on
dated information and well-edo-
cated guesses, at the risk of their
evidence being rejected because it
is not based on well-documented
fact.

“This is a truly absurd situation
when it is known such facts will be
available from DoC in early May,”
Mr Chapple said.

Mr Chapple said he, too, is
contcerned that the catchment
board's discussion document was
restrictive, opinionated and not
representative of the statutory val-
ues laid out in the long title of the
Water and Soil Conservation Act
and are in some cases pre-judge-
mental.

“Obviousty this is a matter to be
addressed via submissions to the
review but in the meanwhile the
Coalition will seek an assurance
from the board that the opinions
expressed in the discussion paper
are not a reflection of catchment
board policy,” he said.

The Coalition will hold a pubiic
tour of the Western Diversion
tomorrow to assist those making
submissions.

Groups and individuals are being
asked 1o gather at the junction of
State Highway Four and 47 at
National Park at 9.45am, with the
tour set to start at l0am.
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The Rangitikei-Wanganui Catchment Board has again
declined to extend the deadline for submissions on the
Wanganui River minimum flow review. The March 25

closing date stands.

Last month the board turned down
a request from the Department of
Conservation for an extension of
time to allow for the completion of
research projects.

At that time the board stated that
an extension of time for submis-
sions was unjustified but a formal
hearing, tentatively scheduled for
May, could be delayed at least for a
short time.

Yesterday the board made the
same response to a letter from the
Taumarunui Borough Council seek-
ing, on behalf of the Department of
Conservation, to have the submis-
siofl period prolonged.

Supperting the move to turn down
the Taumarunul request, Peter
Pharazyn said if the request had
been granted the board would ‘lose,
t iye. :

“It would set in train a series of
events which would probably result
in no hearing ever being held,” he
said.

Resources director Morrie Hol-
land said the beard had “a good
timetable™ for the minimum flow
review process.

“If we are seen to be procrastinat-
ing now we will end up with egg on
our faces,” he said.

Mr Holland said when all submis-
stons had been received all inter-
ested parties would be supplied with
at least the basis of all submissions
and that would allow them to
consider their approaches for the
formal hearing.

The board was also concerned
that if the submission peripd was
extended and the hearing deferred,
the October 31 expiry date for the
current minimum flow regime
would be passed and nothing would
be set to replace it
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One way the Department of
Conservation has encouraged
Wanganui people’s involvement in
the Wanganui River flows issue
has been to erect static displays in
public places.

This display, at the Wanganui
Library, has attracted plenty of
attention from people concerned
but uneducated about the river and
its flow.

Heather Izeit (pictured), of Wan-

2+-35-34

D Chre

ganui, felt strongly enough about
the matter to stop and study the
informative display.

The depariment has included in

its display a Ileaflet outlining
peoples’ rights and suggestions on
ways to write submissions.

Another display is mounted at
Conservation House. Submissions
close on Friday with the Ran-
gitikei-Wanganui Catchment
Board.
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More than 2000 submissions on the Wanganui River minimum flow
review may be delivered today to the Rangitikei-Wanganui Catchment

Board.

During the past week
representatives of the
Taumarunui  Develop-
ment and Promotions As-
sociation have been can-
vassing the Taumarunui
township  encouraging
people to make submis-
sions on the minimum
flow review.

The submissions dead-
line is today. Late yester-
day evening, about 1500
had been collected, in

Taumarunui. However,
association representa-
tives will continue to

gether forms until about
12.30pm today, before
heading to Marton to the
board offices. They hope
to present about 2500
submissions.

Board staff have al-
ready received review
input from 15 different
SOUrces.

But because of its re-
~ant decision to allow

late material providing it
had been notified new
information might be
forthcoming, board re-
souces officer John Gar-
rett said he expected to
receive more submis-
sions after today’s dead-
fine.

A tentative hearing
has been mooted for
early in May, but the
board has yet to confirm
the date.

Mr Garrett yesterday
said the board may delay

the hearing siightly, de-
pending on whether ini-
tial submissions had
been forwarded.

Keith Chapple, chair-
man of the Wanganui
River Flows Coalition,
yesterday applauded the
board's decision to allow

late submissions on the
review.

The coalition, along
with the Department of
Conservation and the
Taumarunui  Borough
Council, had earlier re-
quested a deadline ex-
tension.



‘river flo

Nearly 1300 submis-
sions from Taumarunui
district residents for the
Rangitikei-Wanganui
Catchment Board’s re-
view of the Wanganui
River minimum flow re-
gime were delivered to
the board’s Marton head-
quarters yesterday after-
noon.

The submissions stuffed in-
side half a canoe were handed
over to the board’s resources
manager John Garrett by
Taumarunui Promotions As-
sociation executives Kerry
Hemmingsen and Graeme
Pengeilv.

Mr Hemmingsen said while
all the submissions had the
same “multiple choice” format
each was an ‘»dividual submis-
sio!

That was emphasised by the
fact that each of the single
sheets of paper were folded
and stapled.

He said the adoption of that
format was Lc highlight the
widespread concern among
Taumarunui residents about
the flow levels in the Wan-
ganui River.

"We wanted the catchment
board to be very aware that
this issue is of major concern,”
Mr Hemmingsen said.

The submissions were also
detivered with the firm re-
gu.. "1 the board to hold the
river flow  hearings in
Taumarunui.

In respuuse Mr Garrett said
that request would be consi-
dered seriously by the board
and it would te his tecommen-
dation that the hearing F 2 held
in Taumarunui.

He said the board has yet to
decide whether to conduct the
hearing itself or set up a
special tribunal for the pur-
pose and that question would
be resolved at its meeting next
month.

Requests for the hearing to
be deferred would also be
considerad then but Mr Gar-
rett indicated a June date is
now likely instead of the first
week in May as was ariginally
planned.

Yesterday was the closing
date for submissions for the
river flow review but as yet
the total number of submis-
stons received by the board is
not known.,
“"And yesterday the Electrici-i
ty Corporation announced it;
will apply for water rights to!
replace the existing authorisa-
tions and agreements for the:
waters of the Wanganui River."
n a submission to the catch-
ment board the corporation
stated its intention o seek
such water rights within the
next five years.

“The water rights we will
seek will be for taking water
from the tributaries of the
Wanganui River and discharg-
ing into the Tongariro Power
Scheme,” Mr G Griili, North
Island hydro group manager
for the corporation, said.

“We g Ll.fted with the
way the catcu.ent board has
widened its minimum flows
hearings so that any party can
raise issues relating to the use
and management of the water
and soil resources of the
Wanganul River catchment,”
Mr Gilli said.

However, with the high le. .
of local commumity interest in
the commercial intentions and
the way the corporation will
manage its water resources in
future, it had decided to indi-
cate its intentions toward the
Wanganui River.

“If electricity prices are to
be kept as low as possible in
rature, it is essential that the
corporation be in a position to
make the best possible use of
the waters of North Island
rivers associated with the Ton-
gariro Power Scheme,” Mr
Grilli said.



By JAMES GARDINER
ELECTRICORP has announced it intends
applying for water rights to replace exist-
ing authorisations and agreements for the

Wanganui River.

The application would
be made sometime in the
next five years, the cor-
poration said in a sub-
mission to the Rangitikei-
Wanganui Catchment
Board on sefting an ap-

ropriate minimum flow
or the river.

The present flow re-
gime, which sets min-
imum levels to allow boat-
ing on the river after
Electricorp has diverted
water to the Tongariro
power stations, expires in
QOctober.

Yesterday was the final
day for submissions on the
proposed new regime.

Electricorp North Is-
land hydro group manager
Joe Grilli said the corpor-
ation would seek the right
to continue fo take water
from the Wanganui River
{ributaries and discharge
it into the power scheme.

Mr Grilli said the eor-
poration decided to in-
dicate this intention in its
subrission because of the
high level of community
interest in the issue.

He said the corporation
would not proceed with ifs
agplication till it had all
the information it re-
quired and completed a
fuil evaluation of the im-
plications.

The corporation was
“very sympathetic” to the
concern of some menihers
of the public that all eom-
peting uses of the river be
taken into account, he
said.

Mr Grilli said the cor-
poration had to be in a
position “'to make the best
possible use” of the waters
of North Island rivers as-
soctated with the power
scheme if electricity
prices were to be kept
down.

Since September last
year moves have been un-
derway fo restrict the
amount of water the cor-
poration can divert to
Tongariro.

Prior to the introduc-
tion of the Treaty of Wai-
langi (State Enterprises)
Bill to Parliament in De-
cember i was thought the
Government could sell the
corporation water righis
in perpetuity could not be
sold or transferred to
State-Owned Enterprises
in perpetuity.

A pressure group set up
to oppose the transfer or
sale of water rights to the
corporation, the Wanganui
River Flows Coalition,
also wants much of the di-
verted river headwaters
restored,

Last week coalition
chairman Xeith Chapple
complained that the
catchment hoard's clesing
date for submissionss did
not allow time for in-

formation from a Con-
servation Department re-
search programme being
conducted on the river io
be used.

Mr Chapple said the re-
search would show how
the river had fared under
the existing regime.

But catchment board
chairman Bunny Gorringe
has said the board could
obtain and use the depart-
ment’s research informa-
tion if it felt it needed to.
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Help on
land sales
welcomed

MOVES by Electricorp to
co-operate in identifying
conservation and recrea-
fion areas scheduled for
sale to it have been wel-
comed by the Public
Lands Coalition.

The coalition, made up
of the Forest and Bird So-
ciety, Federated Mountain
Clubs and the Acclimatisa-
tion Societies, is con-
cerned that access to
crown conservation and
recreation areas will be
restricted if they are sold
to Electricorp.

Spokesmen Bryce
Johnson and Gerry
McSweeney said yest-
erday the coalition wanted
the Government to estab-
lish formal procedures for
these areas fo remain in
crown ownership.

“Maps made public two
weeks ago showed
thousands of hectares of
riverbeds, lakebeds, rare
bird habitats and proposed
reserves scheduled for
sale to Electricorp,” they
said.

“These imporiant areas
included more than half
the breeding habitat of the
rare black stilt in the
Waitaki basin. It also in-
cluded many reserves rec-
ommended as protected
natural areas in the
Mackenzie Basin near Mt
Cook,

“The sale also involved
areas that are imnensely
popular with the public
for fishing, boating, camp-
ing and picnics beside
rivers and lakes throngh-
out the countrgr.“

They said the coalition
met with senior Elec-
tricorp staff yesterday
morning and negotiations
were progressing.

The coalition wants the
recreation and conserva-
tion areas to remain in
crown ownership, and a
public process set up to
sieve ouf imporiant areas
to be allocated {o the Con-
servation Department.
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By COLIN ROWATT

Electricorp’s intention to for-
malise its right to take water for
the Tongariro power scheme has
not altered the Rangitikei-Wan-
ganui Catchment Board’s prog-
ramme for reviewing the Wan-
ganui River minimum flow
regime.

The announcement it would be
seeking water rights within the next
five vears was contained in Elec-
tricorp’s submission to the board for
the minimum low review,

The suggestion Electricorp’s plan
would turn the board’s minimum
flow hearing into a “de facto water
right hearing” was made by Wan-
ganui River Flows Coalition chair-
man Keith Chapple.

He also said the Electricorp
announcement would '‘'make a non-
sense” of the board’'s flow review
and it would become little more than

an information-gathering exercise

for the ‘“proper water right
hearing.”
However, catchment board re-

sources manager John Garrett dis-
missed the suggestion that the river
flow review was likely to be aban-
doned.

He said the essence of the Elec-
tricorp submission was a request
for the board to maintain the
present minimum flow regime for at
least the next five years during
which time the corporation would
formally apply for water rights.

MISINTERPRETED
He said Mr Chapple appeared to

have misinterpretedithe Electricéiy

statement of intent by taking it to
meas an application for water rights
would be lodged almost immdiately.

Mr Garrett said the coalition was
probgbly correct in saying the flow
hearing would form the basis of a

The Wanganui River Flows Coal-
ition may disband.

Coaltition chairman Keith Chap-
ple said yesterday the recent
Electricorp announcement that it
intended to seek water rights from
the Wanganui River effectively
met the coalition’s objectives.

Formed on October 20, it was to
investigate the Wanganui River
minimum flow regime.

Importance was also placed on
ensuring that control of the river
was not legally passed to Elec-

tricorp until public views has been
heard.

Mr Chapple said Electricorp’s
statement that it was “fully com-
mitted to accommodating com-
munity interests wherever poss-

ible” when applying for river
rights satisfied the coalition’s
aims.

“The way we have understood
the changing circumstances is that
the minimum review is the defacto
water hearing, and Electricorp has
recognised that.

“If that is the case, as we believe
it is, we have achieved what we set
out to de,” he said.

About 60,000 people from about
30 organisations belong to the
coalition.

Mr Chapple said the decision
whether to disband would be made
at an April 16 meeting, when
representatives of the organisa-
tions meet,

future water right hearing but had
“got it wrong” if it assumed any-
thing beyond that.

“The Electricorp submission con-
tains a statement of intent and
nothing more than that can be read
into it,” Mr Garrett said.

He said Mr Chapple's organisa-
tion also appeared to have missed
the point that any delay in making a
decision on Wanganui River min-
imum flows would mean that after
the current regime expires in Oc-
tober there would be nothing in
place and the situation would revert
to what it was five years ago.

And if for no other reason the
board would press ahead with a
hearing and make a decision, for
implementation by October.

SUBMISSIONS

Meanwhile, the board is examin-
ing the 1250 submissions for the
minimum flow review.

The majority of the submissions
(1187) were from Taumarunui and
were the result of the local promo-
tion association’s campaign.

Mr Garrett said 60 other submis-
sions were received from a wide
range of interested groups and
covered a wide range of issues.

He said the number of saobmis-
sions was significantly greater than
for the first minimum flow hearing
five years ago, because of the
greater level of public awareness
and use of the Wanganui River.

The decision on when and where
the formal hearing would be hel
wold be made by the board at i
meeting on April 19.



A discussion paper
compiled by Ran-
gitikei-Wanganui
Catchment Board chief
technical officer Don
Spence was factually
incorrect, shot full of
opinions and did not
reflect the board’s
statutory obligations
under the Water and
Soil Act.

That is the thrust of a
submission to the board
by the Friends of Rivers
at Kakahi Saciety
(Forks) on the minimum
river flows for the Wan-
gapui River.

In slating Mr Spence’s
personal paper, chair-
man of Forks and the
Wanganui River Flows
Coalition Keith Chapple
said yesterday it re-
flected the persona of its
author.

“That it has been re-
leased in its present
form demonstrates
either sloppy procedures
or too great a reliance
upon personal epinion,”
Mr Chapple said.

Mr Chapple said board
members were entitled
to their own personal
opinion but these must
take a back seat in terms
of their responsibilities
under the Water and Soil
Conservation Act.

Opinions such as those
laid out in the discussion
paper were for others to
put forward for exami-
nation and questioning,
not the board, he said.

One of the problems
groups such as Forks and
the River Flows Coali-
tiont were facing was the
attitude of the board.

To circulate
petition on
river flows

A petition organised by the Wanganui
River Flows Coalition will continue to be
circulated even though its objectives have

already been met.

The petition states that Parliament
should make sure the Electricity Corpora-
rion applies for water rights to divert and
use headwaters of the Wanganui River
and its tributaries for hydro-generation.

The closing date is May 2.
Late last month, Electricorp announced

it intended to apply for Wanganui River
water rights. This effectively pre-empted
the petition.

However, Keith Chapple, chairman of
the watchdog comumittee established by
the coalition before it disbanded on
Saturday says signatures will still be
collected.

He added the committee would investi-
gate the possibility of having the petition
noted as a New Zealand record.

“At our meeting we passed a tongue-in-
cheek resolution to send a letter to the
New Zealand Book of Records notifying
them that our petition has been met six
weelks before its deadline.”

Mr Chapple says thousands of people
around the country have signed the
petition, which will be presented to
Parliament later this month.

“They don't seem cap-
able of taking the much
broader perspective re-
quired,” he said.

My Chapple said when
the hearing is held, his
groups might not have
the expert knowledge or
a doctorate to back up
their opinions.

“It is the lay people
who have the greatest
traffic of the river.”

The hearing must
abide by the provisions
of the Water and Soil Act
and not the opinions of
one man, Mr Chapple
said.

The ecological damage
to the river was obvious
to all and the 200 submis-
sions asking for in-
creased river flows
should be put into pers-
pective, he said.

There were only 350
submissions to the State
Sector Bill.

It was important for
the board to get the
feelings of the people
and it would be the first
step to gathering public
knowledge on the effects
of low river flows.

Mr Chapple said he
believed the hearing
should be held in
Taumarunui although ad-
mitted that it would be
better for the cause if it
was held outdoors on the
banks of the Whakapapa
River.

The haste with which
the board called for sub-
missions was positively
indecent, he said.

Their reasoning that
the present minimum
flow regime required on
QOctober 1 and a new one
should be in place just
did not stand up.
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“That's nonsense,” Mr
Chapple said. “The State
Owned Enterprise Act
says that Electricorp has
to act as a good corpo-
rate citizen.”

Mr Chapple said this
meant that Electricorp
would be obliged to
maintain the present re-
gime until a new one
could be worked out.
Research being done by
the Department of Con-
servation on the effects
the diverted water was
having on the Wanganui
River were important.

“By seiting a deadline
in knowing advance of
such scientific research
material being pub-
lished, the board would
seem to be thwarting the
Department of Conser-
vation in the proper ex-
ercise of its advocacy
function."

Mr Chapple said the
public, too, was being
denied valuable informa-
tion essential to their
submissions on in-
creased river flows.

A date for the hearing
and a venue have yet to
be decided on.

The general manager
of the Rangitikei Wan-
panui and Manawatu
Catchment Boards, Reg
Barrett, said a decision
would be made at the
boards’ joint meeting
next Tuesday.

Mr Barrett hinted that
Gecause of the sheer
weight of submissions,
the hearing could be
delaved until June.
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Individuals and groups planning to make submis-
sions to the Wanganui River Flows hearing would be
well advised to express their views in objective terms

trying to avoid emotion

The new general manager of the
Central Districts Catchment Board,
Reg Barrett, said it might be
appropriate for groups to hire legal
counsel to represent them.

He confirmed the tribunal hear-
ing would begin in Taumarunui on
Friday, July 8, not July 4 as
previously announced.

This was because the tribunal's
venue, the Taumarunui Courthouse,
was being used earlier in the week
for a court sitting.

Mr Barrett said while he could not
direct the tribunai, he would be
suggesting it hold a Saturday sitting
to assist the public.

This would mean people could
attend the hearing on a non-work
day to make their submissions, he
said.

Mr Barrett was in Taumarunui to
hold discussions with Taumarunui
County council chairman Don Mid-
dleton, Taumarunui Mayor Terry
Podmore and representatives of the
Taumarunui District Promotions
and Development  Association
(TDPDA).

The TDPDA had indicated to Mr
Barrett it was concerned at the
Central Districts Catchment
Board's decision to have parties
which made submissions to the
minimum flow hearing, foot the cost
of the exercise.

Mr Barrett said he did not believe
the criticisms were valid,

“There's a cost of putting a
tribunal on,” he said. How these
costs would be apportioned would
be up to the tribunal.

While unwilling to comment much
further, Mr Barrett did indicate he
was currently investigating alterna-
tive forms of funding for the
hearing which might become avail-
able.

Having a tribunal hearing was
appropriate at this stage, he said.

“The issue (of increased river
flows) needs to be confronted now.”

Mr Barrett said any delay would
not be in the interest of the parties
which had made submissions.

Mr Barrett said while many
people were well intentioned with
their submissions, it was important

to focus on the objective views
rather than emsotive ones.

Asked whether Taumarunui peo-
ple were being too emotive over the
low river flows in the Wanganui
River, Mr Barrett said that in itself
could be an objective view if
presented in the right way.

The make-up of the tribunal was
still not known but it was so
important to select the right people
to sit on the body, he said.



The 1100 Tauma-

runui  people who
-made submissions to
the Wanganui River
flows hearing will
have an opportunity
to have their ec¢ase
heard in Tauma-
runui on July 8 at
the district court.

The general manager of
the  Central Districts
Catchment Board, Mr Reg
Barrett, said on Tuesday
each party which had
made submissions would
need to be asked what they
wanted as far as flows are
concerned and why?

A four man tribunal
chaired by Mr Malcolm
Conway of Nelson has been
set the objective to define
the space and time accept-
able minimum flows for
the Wanganui River and
the methods of the manag-
ing conflicting.

Mr Barrett said the fol-
lowing questions would
aiiso need to be determin-
ed: —

a What minimum flow do
water craft require and
at what times?

b What flows may be re-
quired for fisheries and
fauna protection pur-
poses? .

¢ What flows may be re-
quired for other pur-
poses; such as protec-
tion of scenic values?

d What effect will main-
taining given minimum
flow, at given places
and times, have on
other users of water, in
particular NZ Elec-
tricorp power genera-

. tion needs?

e What is determined to be

. desirable for the needs
of river users must be
balanced against what
is reasonable in the
given circumstances?

When the objectives are

established, a statement

will be required on how

those objectives will be
achieved and should meet
the following eriteria, said

Mr Barrett.

a It should be as simple as
possible, to be readily
understood by interest-
ed parties, and be easy
to manage,

b It should establish the
means of communica-
tions between parties.

¢ It should keep the need
for instrumentation and
measurements at a min-
imum, utilising as far as
possible  the  existing
network of instrumenta-
tion.

d It should be reviewable
and capable of
modification with time
and circumstances.

While the chairman eof

the tribunal can set his own

procedures the following

Eélidelines have proved to
acceptable, as there are

ne applicant or objectors

as such, the terms peti-
tioner and submitter has
been used, said Mr Barrett,

Procedure
The hearing procedure
wili be:

1 Chairman to open hear-
ing.

2 Appearances asked for,
and names of petitioner
and of submitters and
respective counsel re-
corded. '

3 The board to present a
technical paper.

4 Submitters to present
their case and to call
supporting evidence.

5 Petitioner to present his
case and to call suppor-
ting evidence.

& Closure of hearing and
the tribunal to adjourn
to prepare a recom-
mendation to the board.
The rules of procedure

will be:

1 Evidence is not required
to be given under oath.

2 Petitioner and submit-

ters may be represented
by their solicitors or
counsel.

3 Direct cross examina-
tien of witnesses is not
permitted.

4 Any member of the tri-
bunal may ask any
guestion to the parties
or their witnesses at any
stage of the pro-
ceedings.

5 At the conclusion of the
evidence of each
witness and before he/
she leaves the box, the
petitioner or counsel.
and the submitter or
counsel, may seek
through the chairman,
clarification or
amplification of any
part of that wilnesses
evidence. It “is ~at the
chairman's  discretion
as to whether or not to
put the question to the
witness.

6 All submissions will be
taken as read and the

parties will be expected
only to verbally outline
the substance of their
submissions, emphasis-
ing the principal points

they wish made.
7 Each J)arty will be per-
mitted one spokesper-

son only, other than
where they may wish to”
call witnesses with
special knowledge of
some aspect of their
submission ¢r to assist
in answering questions
from the tribunal.

§ The parties may be
permitted to verbally
mtroduce new informa-
tion, and to comment on
matters raised in other
submissions, but only
for the purpose of sup-
porting or elaborating
on any points made in
their own written sub-
missions.

Any party wishing to
present additional in-
formatien, not related i
points rmade in their
writien submission, wil!
require the tribunal’s
leave to do so. Whethe:
or not new informatior
will he accepted, o
permitted to be present-
ed, will depend on the
tribunal accepting it as
relevant. The parties
may table further writ
ten  material, bul
whether or not it is
uplifted and considered.
will again depend on the
tribunal accepting the
information as being
relevant,

10 At the conclusion of
hearings the tribunal
chairman may invite
submissions from
counsel for the parties
on how costs should be
borne.

The board requires the
written decision of the tri-
bunal before September 9.
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Electricorp  does
not want te take the
blame for problems
not of its own mak-
ing at the Wanganui

River minimum
flows hearing in
July.

That’s the message from
onge of ifs environmental
managers, Dr Ian Johnson.

While he accepted the
river had lew flow dif-
ficulties, Dr Johnson said
in his view, it was clear
these had not all been
caused by Electricorp’s
water diversion.

Electricorp had to gen-
erate electricity and this
could not be done without
having some effect on the
environment. “But our aim
is to do that job causing as
little harm to the environ-
ment as possible,” said Dr
Johnson.

The reaiity was that in
New Zealand at present,
electricity could only he
generated through hyd‘;o or!
thermai schemes, v

“As much as we’d like to
discuss alternatives, such

as windmills,, windmill
farms in the United States
are causing problems too.
The windmills make so
much noise people can't
live near the farms. So
even something which
seems as environmentally
okay as that ecan disturb
the environment.”

He believed many people
were mis-informed about
what was happening in the
Wanganui River, said Dr
Johnson,

“People seem to think
we can run around doing
whatever we like. But
we've got so many agree-
ments covering what we
can and can’t do they're
eoming out our ears. We

probably. have  more
restrictions on  the
Tongariro scheme than

something that might be
built today.”

Electricorp was only

handling limited amounts
of water, said Dr Johnson.
. “That means that~"no
matter how much concern-
ed people would want us to
release more water into
the Wanganui, we can’t
always do it. There’s only
so much there.”

Bacteria

;1 There was a_good in-
stance of where this was a
problem when canoeists
complained they got sick
when they fell into parts of
the river because of
bacteria building up in the

~ water,

“Overseas  experience
has shown that the solution
to pollution is treatment,
not necessarily dilution.
This year we couldn’t have
sent any more water down
for dilution if we'd wanted
lo because there wasn't
any more water anyway.,”

In other cases, Elec-
tricorp had been blamed
for problems  when it
couldn’t be proven to be at
fault,

Fishing

This particularly related
te  fishing in the
Whakapapa River.

“There was an unfortu-
nate event where lahar
came down from Ruapehu
and wiped out the trout in
the river. We had an
agreement about not allow-
ing river temperatures to
increase, which would he
detrimental to recreational
fishing. But Electricorp
was blamed for the loss of
trout and again for not
allowing more water in the
tiver. Reports are coming
out now saying the fish ap-
pear to be‘ coming back.

that’s because the river’s
recovered from the lahar
- ornot.”

Dr Johnson said he could
only assure people that
Electricorp operated under

very precise conditions and
it ci';cf its best to stick fo
those procedures. .
“I'm sure not all the
problems in the river are
our fault. But I know we're

the easiest people fo
blame,”

Concerned
Meanwhile, the chair-

man of the now disbanded
Wanganui River Flows
Coalition, Mr Keith Chap-
ple, said he was concerned
that six weeks after sub-
missions to the learing
closed, no precis or copies
were available.

However, he was pleased
to see a tribunal had been
appointed.

The retired director gen-
eral of .the New Zealand
Forest ™ Service, Mr
Malcolm (onway, had
been named as its chair-
man. A formei—chairman
of the Soil and River Con-
trol Council and a member
of other water and soil
authorities, Mr Conway
would be joined by tribunal
members with similar

* background experience.

Mr Peter Simons is the
retired general manager of
the Hawke’s' Bay Catch-
ment Board, while Dr-Neil
Algar, a former mayor of
Matamata, also had exten-
sive water and soil ex-
perience and an involve-
ment with conservation
orders.

The fourth member was
Mr Harawiri. Tir Gardiner,
a past consultant to the
Ministry of Maori Affairs,

Terms

At yesterday’s Central
Distriets catchment
boards’ meeting, the terms
for the hearing were firmly
set.

The general manager,
Mr Reg Barrett, said each
party must be asked what
it wanted in terms of river
flows and why. Other ques-
fions involving environ-
mental values and river
use should also e address-
ed, he said.

Once objectives were
established, a statement
outlining how they would
be achieved was required.

In defining the hearing
procedure, Mr Barrett also
said the question of how
costs should be borne
might be addressed at the
end of the hearing.

The tribunal’s written
decision was to be with the
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Wanganul River’s natural
flow regime must be rein-
staied, according te a three-
volume Depariment of Con-
servation study released
vesterday.

The department’s Wapganui
River minimum flows subris-
sion states that unless the total
river flow is returned, prob-
lems caused by the Tongarire
power develepment diversion
and minimum flows conditions
will never be fully resolved.

The submission said by clos-
ing six TPD western diversion
gates, the river’'s natural hy-
drological yegime car be re-
stored and improved.

The comprehensive seven-
month study which cost the
department more than $40,000,
was presented yesterday to the
Central Districts Catchment
Board.

Next month a four-member
tribunal appeinted by the board
wil} consider submissiens for
the Wanganul River minimum
flows review.

Whanganui district coaser-
vator for the depariment John
Ombler yesterday said the sub-
mission wounld enable the tri-
bunal t¢ make an informed
decision on the river flows
issue.

"There is a ot more work we
couid have done, but I'm con-
vinced we have done enough 1o
justify the conclusion we have
come up with,” he said.

Investigations were made in-
to river navigation, ecology,
water guality, vecreation and
rourism values, intvinsic values,
the Piriaka power scheme and

RIVER SUBMISSI
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the Tongariro power develop-
ment flow regulatien, hydrolo-

gy and electricity value.
The department also con-

ducted a river travellers
survey.
During the seven-month

study the department was as-
sisted by five Government de-
partments, FElectricorp, Ffour
local body authorvities, four
universities and a large number
of organisations and indi-
viduals.

it is believed DoC's investiga-
tions are the first tme a
Governmen! department has
undertaken a multi-disciplinary
stydy on an environmental
issue,

“To date it has been very
worthwhile,” Mr Ombier said.
*"\We know much more about the
river and its processes than
before we started. We Knew
that to overcome the problems
some of the water would have to
be put back, but it wasn't unit!
only recently we realised that to
fix all the problems, ali the
water needs to be returned.”

The Toengarire power devel-
opment began diverting
Whakapapa, Okupata, Taurewa,
Tawhitikuri, Mangatepopo and
Upper Wanganui headwater
streams in 1972,

The submission wmaintzins
this diversion has had a detri-
mental impact on the river
envirgnment.

With about 95 percent of the
Wanganui River mountain
headwaters absiracted by TPD,
there have been major changes
10 the downstream hydrotogical
regime.

This has seen large areas of

the riverbank and bed exposed
for lang periods of time, and a
significant portion of the sand
sediment diverted.

Mr Ombler yesterday said the
hydrology, intrinsic values and
aguatic ecology issues were
pariicuiarly important to the
department.

Diverting water had placed
greater siress on the aguatic
community, the submission
said. Traditional fishery and
wildlife have also suffered
frem the altered hydrological
regime.
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Paddling for their cause ...

:Department of Coenservation

district  senior
conservation  officer  John
Lythgoe (left) and
Taumarunui-based conserva-
tion officer Ken Hunt canoved
down the Wanganui River
resterday before presenting
DoC's submission on the Wan-
ganui River minimum flows.

The three-volume submis-
sion was presented by the duo
te the Rangitikei-Wanganui
Catchment Buard’s resources
technical officer Johin
Garrelt.

i hand to watch the “sym-
bolic gesture® by the duo were
DoC staff and members repre-
senting local eavironmental
groups Iacluding the Wan-
ganui River Flows Coalition
watchdog commillee.

Whanganui

® From P1

The submission adds
the natural

However, the subinis-
processes sion states that if the

and river ecology have
been severely disturbed,
and many water quality
characteristics alitered.

“To enable the restora-
tion of the river's intrin-
sic vatues, the headwa-
ters must be returned in
full,” the subimission
stated.

Returning headwaters
would also give expres-
sion to obligations under
the Treaty of Waitangi, it
said.

*“The need 10 link rec-
ognitien of imrinsic val-
ues with the principles of
the treaty is imperative.
Beth mainstream  cul-
tures have to re-estabhish
a relationship with nm-
ure and the river if we
are 1o live in harmony.”

Mr Ombier sald the
department  was  “pot
realty” willing to com-
promise on the river
flows issne.

“IF the waters are not
put back, the river re-
mains sick,” he said.

tribuna! finds the depart-
ment's recorsmendations
unacceptable. another al-
ternative is avaitable.

All water could be
reterned until i was
estaddished how much
could be removed with-
oul causing unaccept-
able changes.

To do that the total
flow would have to be
given back and left for
severai  years.  That
would allow the river te
retusn to a state of
natura} eqguilibrium.

The submission con-
ceded any aheration to
the flow regime would
result in an electricity
peneration loss.

It said however, that
the revenue loss could be
recovered by options
ather than increasing the
consumer price.

The  minimum  [lows
hearing will be held in
Taumarunui from July 8.
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OPPOSITION conservation
spokesman Roger MeClay yest-
erday called for the estab-
lishment of a Wanganui River
‘guardian group.

The Conservation Depart-
ment's report on the river’s min-
imum flow levels was unrealistic
and ill-coneeived in its call for an
end to diversion of the head-
waters into the Tongariro power
scheme, he said.

“The river needs guardians
with realism rather than iliogical

unbalanced depariment in-
itiatives, he said,

The department had to be
“brought fo heel” by the Govern-
ment.

Its submission to a Rangitikei-
Wanganui Catchment Board trib-
unal, which staris its hearings on
minimom flows for the river in
Taumarunui next month, was il-
logical and unbalanced.

“To seek environmental pro-
tection may be an admirable
philosophy gut, in this case, ig-

nores the realit
needs {(of} the
development.”

of the present
'ongariro power

Conservation Minister Helen
Clark should establish a guardian
group to make a sensible study of
the conservation implications of
river flows, Mr McC&y said.

Groups pressing for changes
to the amount of water the cor-
poration could divert were re-
alistic in their approach, he said.
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The days of loew Wanganui
River water flows and muddy
creeks will soon be over, a
leading campaigner against
the minimum flows regime
predicted yesterday.

Keith Chapple, chairman of
the Wanganui River Flows Coal-
ition watchdog committee, said
evidence outlined in the Depart-
ment of Conservation’s Wan-
ganui River minimum flows

submission enabled him to be
positive about the campaign for
the first time.

“There’s no doubt the submis-
sion will have a dramatic im-
pact,” he said.

"I can confidently say that,
for the first time since the
campaign started, I can see the
end of the days of low water
flows and muddy creeks. Never
again will we see massive
diversions of river head-
waters.”

The department released its
three-volume submission last
Wednesday.

It comprehensively details
the affects the diversion of
Wanganui River headwaters to
the Tongariro power scheme
has had on the river environ-
ment.

RIVER USERS

It states the only way to
satisfactorily overcome prob-
lems experienced by river us-
ers and rectify changes in the

river navigation, ecology and
hydrology is to reinstate the
natural flow regime.

The submission was com-
pleted in seven months and cost
the department more than
$40,000.

Mr Chapple said the depart-
ment was to be congratulated
for prod icing such an expert
and prof :ssional document in a
limited eriod of time.

“Ors« f the factors we find
very ¢ urbing in it and which
under: s the fact we so desp-
erately eed the department is
that a2 t of the evidence has
been a- lable for many years.
But it his: -aken the department
to uncov _ it and put it into
language lve can understand,”
he said.

If information, particularly
concerning the river's hydrolo-
gy, had not been released in
DoC's submission, the public
would have been “seriously
disadvantaged.”

COURAGE

Mr Chapple said if the tribun-
al hearing submissions ac-
cepted the DoC’s recommenda-
tions, it would be up to the
Central Districts Catchment
Board to implement the altered
river flows regime.

“It comes down to whether
the catchment board has the
courage to implement changes
the public so obviously wants.”

DoC's submission was last
week criticised by Opposition
conservation spokesman Roger
McClay, who called it “unrealis-
tic and ill-conceived.”

He called for the establish-
ment of a Wanganui River
guardian group and said the
department should be "brought
to heel'” by the Government,

But Mr Chapple yesterday
challenged Mr McClay's com-

ments, describing them as
“short-sighted.”

He said if Mr McClay was
serious in his views, he should
make them known at next
month's tribunal hearing.

He said thar although the idea
of a guardian group for the
river sounded good, it needed to
be investigated thoroughly.

“Nothing will be sorted out by
politics,” he said.
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NEW PLYMOUTH (PA).— The Elecricity Corporation has not as yvet
made an approach to the Central Districts Catchmeni Board for
permission to take water from the Wanganui River below the set
minimum flows.

Under its agreement
with the then National
Water and Soil Conserva-
tion  Association the
Electricity Division (now
Electricorp} can, in the
event of a power shor-

tage of national consequ-
ences, ask for more
water.

Last week Electricorp
announced that because
of cold weather, power in
the North Island had
come under great
pressure leading to a low
level in several lakes.

The cable between the
North and South Islands,
now 25 vears old, was
also outdated and would
soon be unable fo cope
with transporting power
north, the Corporation
said.

Electricorp announced
yesterday that it would
find alternative power
supplies using gas and
oil-fired methods.

This was an expensive
option for which uld-
mately the consumers
would have to pay.

HEARING

All  this happened
while Electricorp was
preparing for the Wan-
ganui River minimum
flows tribunal hearing,
set to start in
Taumarunui on July 8.

Electricorp has sub-
mitted the flows should
stay at their present
level. This flow set in
1983, is for 22 cubic
metres a second at Te
Maire for the months of
December, January, part
of February and at Eas-
ter and at 16 cubic
metres a second for all
other times of the year.

In its submission to the
Catchment Board, Elec-
tricorp said it would
apply for water rights to
abstract water to operate
the western diversion of
the Tongariro Power De-
velopment project.

This water will reaf-
firm Electricorp's legal
right to abstract water
for the good of the nat-
ion, it said in its submis-
sion.

However the Depart-
ment of Conservation
submitted all the water
in the Wanganui River
should be returned to the

river and not taken for
the power project.

Any alteration to the
flow regime was going 10
result in electricity gen-
eration being forfeited.
The department said that
while the maximum pot-
ential revenue loss to
Electricorp amounted to
millions of dollars, there
were options available
for its recovery other
than to increase the con-
sumer price.

The general manager
of the King Country
Electric Power Board
Neville Sanders, said
consumers wouid not
face a power increase as
a result of Electricorp’s
problems at least until
October.

SIGNED

Electricorp had signed
bulk supply tariff agree-
ments with most power
boards for a price to stay
in effect until September
30, he said.

Any increase in the
bulk supply tariff after
that would have w0 be
passed on to consumers
Mr Sanders said.

Wanganui River Flo
coalition chairma:.
Keith Chapple, said as he
understood it, Elec-
tricorp would have to
demonstrate a national
emergency before tak-
ing more water from the
river.

“They of course would
have to prove an
emergency exists.”

Before going for more
water, Electricorp would
have to appeal for con-
sumers to conserve elec-
tricity.

Electricorp has =2
whole series of power
options it could use be-
fore going below the
minimum flows level in
the Wanganui, Mr Chap-
ple said,

Electricorp could use
the situation as a plea to
the tribunal for water
levels to stay as they are.

“They've used emo-

tionalism right through
their submission.”

Mr Chapple said his
group and their experts
wauld be able to counter
this.

One of the factors sur-
rounding the tribunal
hearing was Elec-
tricorp’s legal position.
Mr Chapple said there
was some question that
Electricorp had a right to
take the water as it was
not the corporation
which was given the
right but the Electricity
Division of the Depart-
ment of Energy.

The general manager
of the Central Districts
Caitchment Board, Reg
Barrett, said Electricorp
had not applied for per-
mission to go under the
minimum flows.
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NEW PLYMOUTH
(PA).— The idea of having
guardians to oversee the
conservation of the Wan-
ganui River was worth
exploring, Leader of the
Opposition Jim Bolger said
al the weekend.

The Department of Conserva-
tion beging ity submissions to
the Wanganui River Flows hear-
ing in Taumarunui today.

A month  ago, Opposition
,S{)Okt‘.‘ﬁ[ﬂéll} aon conservalion
‘Roger McClay catled for the
establishment of a guardian
group for the river.

The National Party is
out of touch with the
real environment
crisis on the Wanganui
River, the Royal Forest
and Bird Protection
'Society said yesterday.

Conservative officer
Mark Bellingham was
responding to a call by
Dpposition Leader Jim
Bolger and Opposition
environment  spokes-
man Roger McClay to
hppeint  river guar-
lians.

The two also criti-
rised the Conservatien
Department for being
‘jllogical and wunbal-
nced” over the river's
uture.

- Mr Bellingham said

n a statement 95 per-
ent of the headwaters

He said the department’s
report on the river's minimum
fiow levels was unrcalistic and
ill-conceived tn its call for an
end to diversion of the headwa-
ters into the Tongarivo power
scheme.

The department had 1o be
“brought o heel” by the Gov-
cronment.

*The river needs guardiansg
with realism rather than illogi-
cal unbalanced department in-
itiatives,” he said.

Mr Bolger said  guardiaos
scemed to have plaved a con-
siructive role and cited Lake
Manapouri as an example.

“Before any change 1s under-
taken, however, the full impli-
cations For the river must he
considered,” Mr Bolger said.”
We can never rule out changes
that will again inerease the low
of the Wanpanui River”

The Conscrvation  Depart
ment's  three-volume  submis-
sion  comprehensively  details

the effects on the river environ-
ment of (he diversion of the
Wanganui River headwaters.
Orver two days, the depart:
menl is expected o use exten
sive cvidence to advance s
case that the full flows shoukd
e refurned o the Wangans

lational ‘out of t

of the Wanganui River
had been diverted for
the Tongariro power
scheme.

This had had a dis-
astrous effect on eel
and trout fisheries, the
blue duck population
and recreation and
health values.

“We therefore total-
1y support the Conser-
vation Department’s
stand. It represents the
views of a wide cross-
section of the Wan-
ganui River communi-
ty and people through-
out New Zealand who
value this wonderful
area,” Mr Bellingham
said.

The depariment’s
submissions to the
Central Districts

River

The submission fouk seven

months and $40,000 10

plete.

Several scientists with bath
Pepartmuent
and the Ministry ol Agriculinre

the Conservation

and  Fishervies  will wive

dence.
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Catchment Board call

for:
@ Baseline flows in
the headwater

tributaries of the Wan-
ganui River to be main-
tained. Some streams
have no flow at
present.

@ Surplus water to
be used for the power
scheme.

@ Sediment that
cleans the river to be
allowed to pass the
diversion structures.

@ The river changes
to be monitored and
levels reviewed.

“This stand does not
seem to us illogical and
unbalanced, but rather
in the best long term
interests of the river,”
Mr Bellingham said.
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A Department of Conservation witness for the Wanganui River minimum flows
hearing has declined to give evidence after suggestions of a “potential conflict of

interest”.

During yesterday’s opening
statement from the depart-
ment’'s Dunedin-based counsel,
James Guthrie, the tribunal was
told a Hamilton scientist had
withdrawn his services as wit-
ness for DoC.

Jim Dahm, a Works, Develop-
ment and Services Corporation
employee, was to have given
evidence in Taumarunui yester-
day on‘the Wanganui River bar
and estuary.

However, Mr Guthrie was
informed in a letter dated June
22 the Hamilton witness was
“no longer offering to give his
services”.

The leiter stated the Works
Corporation, formerly Ministry
of Works and Development, had
long been associated with the
Tongariro Power Development
Scheme and Electricorp, Mr
Guthrie said.

It also said other people
belonging to the Works Corpo-
ration were involved in advis-
ing Electricorp on Wanganui
River issues.

Electricorp had advised it
wished to avoid the “potential
conflict of interest” by Works
appearing for both parties, the
letter said.

Mr Guthrie described it as a
“summary termination of a
lawful contract” and said it
appeared to have been induced
by a third party, a situation
normally actionable under law.

SUMMARISED

Mr Bahm’s report, contained
within the DoC submission, was
summarised for the tribunal by
a DoC technician Eric Pyle.

He said there was strong
evidence the Tongariro Power
Development Scheme had af-
fected the Wanganui bar and
possibly altered sediment pat-
terns in the lower estuary.

After relating Wanganui bar
depths to river flows from 1960
to 1985, Mr Pyle said the data
suggested river flows of at least
130 cubic metres a second were
required before the bar depth
mcrgggeﬁgmzf i e

Wavye action alone could not

yceé an- Increase I bar
.and river flows were
al: he said.

He said it appeared the TPD
| affected the estuary’s floc-
ation — a process which

~.when freshwater fine
nd clay mix with salt water
and: forin clots.

SEDIMENT

~These clots may settle and
become sediment.

Mr Pyle said abstracting
Wanganui River headwaters
and rediicing the freshwater
flow. would- theoretically in-
crease flocculation.

“Consideration of the effect
of the TPD abstractions sug-
gests these would be expected
to"increase the. ‘rate”of mud
deposition’ within this region —
o‘sds;bly quite significantly,” he
aid.” . :

A long-time Wanpanui résid-
mt along_ the estuary, Charles
{{oble_ said he had watched an
gzdylhc" beach change into an
[vironment with “gross” prob-

lems since the diversion of
headwaters.

Mr Noble, who has lived in his
Bedford Ave house for more
than 30 years, said the river
bank beach was once clear, with
firm black sand. The water was
clean and the area near Wan-
ganui's Cobham Bridge free
from odour.

But from 1972 when the
waters were diverted, the situa-
tion changed.

“Floceulant in the form of
mud is deposited sometimes to
a depth of one foot along the
whole water's edge and beach.
This mud is grey/brown, slimy
and offensive in smell,” he said.

Fish life became less evident,
even. when beaches were per-
iodically washed clear. It only
took several days for the mud to
deposit again.

Mr Noble said other Bedford
Ave residents had also noticed
changes to the beach.

“We are all in agreement that
matters have worsened sub-
stantially as far as mud deposi-
tion is concerned over the past
seven years. It is no longer
possible for any of these people
to walk along the beach because
of the mud,” he said.

“In my opinion there has been
a gross diminution of river flow
of sufficient degree to reduce to
a minimum the previous flush-
ing of the banks and edges to
clear the mud which now ac-
cumulates. This flushing used
to occur all of the time and
independently of flood per-
iods.”

Tribunal member Neil Algar
asked Mr Noble had he noticed
a difference in the river level
since the minimum flow regime
was instated in 1983.

“It’s pgradually worsening
year by year — and particularty
in the last three or four years,”
Mr Noble said.



forecast

Increased flows in the Wanganui River
system could encourage growth in the
region’s existing adventure tourism indus-
try, a Departinent of Conservation officer
said yesterday.

During the minimum flows hearing in
Taumarunui, Bronwyn Hunt said the river
was a “considerable regional asset.”

With establishment of the Whanganui
National Park and the increased publicity
given to Wanganui River, she predicted
tourism could grow significantly and become
even more important to the economic
development of the region.

But although the area has “enormous
potential” for an increase in adventure
tourism and recreation, she said it had so far
remained untapped.

One of the major problems identified in the
DoC submission was the lack of diversity
-available to tourists in the region.

" Ms Hunt said increased diversification had
‘been unnécessarily constrained by reduced
flows in the river system.

VIABILITY

«with increased flows the Wanganui River
has potential to provide diversity by attract-
ing a greater number of visitors in summer
for such activities as rafting, canoceing and
angling,” she said.

“In addition increased flows throughout
the year would enable greater use of the
Wanganui all year round, increasing the
viability of operations which at present are
unable to operate outside the peak summer
months because of lack of water.”

Development of the river’s white water
and jetboating potential would also provide
alternative activities next to the Ruapehu ski
fields when bad weather closed the fields.

“The region has an existing adventure
tourism industry but growth of this industry
has been hampered by a lack of diversity.

“The Whanganui National Park and the
Wanganui River system could, with in-
creased flows, provide this much needed
diversity,” she said.

DoC witnesses vesterday included Peter
Dale, general manager of recreation for the
Hillary Commission; John Ombler, district
conservator..for DoC's. Whanganui region;
Richard: Heerdegen, a Massey University
hydrologist; DoC officer Roger Shand; and
direcétor of the Tourism Development Divi-
sion on New Zéaland Tourist and Publicity in
Wellington, Donald Hayman,

VL=~ %Y
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WANGANUI RIVER MINIMUM FLOWS HEARIN G

Before Wanganui River can regain its “Rhine of the
Pacific” reputation, it needs more water and sand, a
Department of Conservation witness to the hearing in

Taumarunui on the river's minimum flows.

Wellington journalist and historian
David Young, yesterday gave evi-
dence to support the department’s
submission on the intrinsic values of
the Wanganui River.

The submission maintains intringic
values are those qualities which make
up a river’s special character “be-
longing naturally, inherent, essen-
tiai.”

But Mr Young told the tribunal the
Tongariro  Power Development
Scheme has so diminished Wanganui
River intrinsic values, in some cases
they . now  constitute intrinsic
liabilities.

“The water is affected in volume
and quality. Banks are exposed, as
are papa shelves,” he said.

“Coupled with this is a change in
colour.”

He said with Wanganui River
flowing through the newly gazetted
Whanganui National Park, its intrin-
sic values will become increasingly
important.

“We know that if the river is to
regain its reputation as the 'Rhine of
the Pacific’. . . then it needs consider-
ably more water and sand,” he said.

“Freshes that will cleanse, revital-
ise and restore the river — flush out
its sluggish brackish byways and
énable it to once again support the
full range of animal and bird life it
once enjoyed.”

Mr Young said he did not oppose
hydro-electricity.

“But I disagree with the idea of
using the Wanganui's water as a
commodity — especially for a scheme
that was ill-conceived and for which
the benefits are less obvicus than
would be the benefits of returning the
water,”

From MARAMARA ELLIS
in Taumarunui

He said Electricorp could not make
amoral claim on the river while there
were no incentives for New Zealan-
ders to conserve power.

Asked by tribunal chairman Mal-
colm Conway how an increase in
“possibly selfish” interests like com-
mercial operators or recreational
users would affect the river’s intrin-
sic value, Mr Young said: “It’s a
question of balance.”

»Lga*o

MALCOLM CONWAY ...
chairman

tribunal



D: erted Wanganui River head-

ters . could provide Electricorp

th'an estimated $30 million annual-

ly, an eéxpert witness told the river
aring - yesterday.

Murray Ellis, a Wellington scientist

_analyst said water di-

a key withiess scheduled to speak
about the Wanganui bar
had withdrawn his services.’

Instead, his report was summansed;

by a DoC ‘technical officer, Eric Pyle.

Wanganui-based counsel for:DoC

Andrew Cameron yesterday told the
Chronicle the withdrawal of the
Hamilion scientist’s verbal evidence
prompted him to contact Mr Poynter.

“We were concerned on two lev-
els,” Mr Cameron said.

“We were aware that the Wanganui
City Council had done some work on
sedimentation in the lower estuary
and the bar, and we wished to have
the benefit of that evidence before
the tribunal.

“We were also concerned that the
city council advise the tribunal on the
importance to the city of the proposed
port development by the consor-
tium.”

Mr Cameron contacted the Wan-
ganui Mayor on Sunday night.

Yesterday afterncon, a city council
engineer, Colin Hovey, gave evidence
at the hearing.

He supported Mr Pyle’s conclu-
sions that the Tongariro Power Devel-
opment Scheme has most affected
Wanganui River at Wanganui during
low flows, when flows can be reduced
by up to 35 percent.

He also acknowledged the Wan-
ganui port development situation for
the tribunal.

D
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to flictuate around $30 million annu-

ally - betweeti now and' the middle

1990s, and to average $44.7 million a
year over a longer horizon,” he said.

“Given that the intakes and tunnels
are in existence, and that diverted
water has such a high commercial
value; there is need to weigh the
competing claims of the Wanganui
River and its lost values, against the
interests of Electricorp's share-
holders.”

_Electricity prices would not be
significantly affected by the diver-
sion issue, he said.

_ Western diversion derived electric-
ity represented 2 percent of the
national system.

Mr Ellis said it was “clearly
unacceptable” for the Wanganui bas-
in to be subjected to sustantial
environmental costs from water ab-
straction, while Electricorp received
a free gift of highly-valuable water.

“If Electricorp is unwilling to pay
for the value of diverted water, then
all waters presently diverted should
be returned to their natural course
down the Wanganui,” he said.

Electricorp witnesses will give
evidence to the tribunal tomorrow
and on Friday.
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By MARAMA ELLIS

Australasia’s largest conservation organisation yesterday
called for the return of the full Wanganui River flow.

In a 75-minute verbal submission to
the Wanganui River minimum Flows
hearing in Taumarunui the Roval
Forest and Bird Protection Society
stated returning the full flow seemed
an “inescapable” conclusion.

Keith Chapple, a national council-
lor, for the society, said the essential
issue under examination was not the
use of the water, but its abstraction.

“If the amount of water taken were
an equitable percentage it is unlikely
this tribunal would have been consti-
tuted,” he said.

Natural flow

“But it is not an equitable percen-
tage. Virtually all available water is
taken and re-directed into another
f:atc,},lment — thus breaking a natural
aw.

The society, which has a member-
ship of about 52,000, said in its
submissions it considered the river
flows regime to be of national
importance.

Mr Chapple stressed two river-
related issues particularly concern
the society — an endangered species,
the whio or blue duck, and the river’s
intrinsic values.

“The whio identifies with a specific
habitat. It has evolved in mountain
streams — its special breeding and
feedlng habits cannot be transferred
to _a:in alien environment,” Mr Chapple
said.

- Groups
give
views

‘FThe Wanganui River minimum
flows tribunal yesterday re-
ceived submissions from four
recreational groups.

| These -wére the Palmerston
-North Cange Club, the Ruahine
White  Water Club, Platean
Guides Ltd — National Park, and
the New Zealand Professional
Rafting Association.

Electricorp will respond to
critics of the Tongariro power
development scheme today and
fOImMOorrow.

“Taking the water from a mountain
stream kills the whio as surely as if it
had been shot.”

Whio are present in the upper
Wanganui River and its tributaries,
including some reaches modified by
water abstraction.

The Manganui-a-te-a0, a river un-
modified by hydro-electric develop-
ment, supports the highest recorded
whio population density in the North
Island.

Mr Chapple said although whio
occur in isolated colonies over a wide
area, the geographic spread was one
of the classic symptoms of a declining
species.

He accepted increased river flows
may increase tourism and recreation-
al interests along the river system,
which could intrude om the whio
habitat.

But he said the society would try to
address the conflict of interest in a
management plan.

Intrinsic values

Senior Massey University lecturer
in planning and law Peter Horsley
said there was a compelling need for
Wanganui River intrinsic values to be

recognised.
If the natural flow was returned,
fishing, watersports, spirituality,

water quality, recreation, history,
cultural heritage, wildlife and scenic
regional development would be im-
proved.

He also said recognising intrinsic
values showed how scientific and
philosophical factors could meet Ma-
ori concerns.

“Intrinsic values are necessary to
ensure sustainability, presentation of
options, protecting the needs of
future generations and satisfying
Maori concerns,” Mr Horsley said.

Mr Chapple told the tribunal,
Forest and Bird endorsed FElec-
tricorp’s view of hydro power being
one of the more efficient and environ-
mentally acceptable forms of elec-

" fricity generation.

But he said Forest and Bird did not
agree with Electricorp’s assertion
that because the diverted waters
represent only 8 percent of the water,
volume at Wanganui, it was “of no
great moment.”’

“One might just as well say that a
human being can do without a heart
because it only weighs a few ounces,”
he said.
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By MARAMA ELLIS
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Reducing the diversion of Wanganui River headwaters to the
Tongariro power development scheme would represent a cost
ultimately shouldered by New Zealand.

Keith Turner, Electricorp’s
corporate development man-
ager, vesterday told the Wan-
7anui River flows tribunal in
laumarunui that the Tongariro
rvestern diversion contributed
significantly to supplying elec-
tricity at the lowest possible
cost.

The initial impact of losing
water from the diversion would
be to increase the amount of
fuel burned at thermal power
stations.

New projects

Dr Turner said in the longer
term the loss of western diver-
sion water would result in the

earlier construction of new
schemes.

He said projects to replace
western  diversion  energy

would cost between 3250 mil-
lion and $550 miliion.

Total loss of western diver-
sion water would cost between
$10 million and $33 million
every year, Dr Turner said.

Detrimental

He submitted that because
the corporation is owned by the
Crown, any loss of value from
its assets would be to the
detriment of the whole nation.

“Loss to the corporation of
the western diversion water
will not only represent a direct
waste of capital expenditure
used to build it, but will also
eliminate any potential benefits
from that project in the future,”
Dr Turner said.

He said that using resources
efficiently would mean an over-
all gain for the Crown, which
would ultimately affect the

interests of New Zealanders.

“We would strongly argue
therefore, that the corpora-
tion’s right to use the water be
retained.”

And while an annual increase
in fuel costs to compensate for
water losses would be “'relative-~
ly small,” Dr Turner said the
corporation was not prepared to
pass on these costs directly to
the consumer.

“The corporation is not a cost
plus industry,” he said.

“It does not believe in using
its dominant position to pass on
costs indiscriminately and with-
out proper regard to its custom-
ers’ interests.”

But he said if the diversion of
water was not allowed to con-
tinue, a “substantial and direct
economic cost” would be incur-
red by the corporation, its
shareholders and its con-
SUIers.
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WANGANUI RIVER MINIMUM «—Chen .

FLOWS HEARING

Surprised by number

of adverse

The multitude of nega-
tive comments on the Ton-
gariro power develop-
ment’s western diversion
has surprised a senior
Electricorp Hydro Group
official Giuseppe Grilli.
During vesterday’s Wanganui

River minimum flows hearing
in Taumarunui, Dr Grilli said he

Electricorp
witnesses

A total of 15 Electricorp
witnesses gave evidence at the
Wanganui  River minimum
flows hearing in Taumarunui
this week.

The list included Maurice
Rodgers, Electricorp’s area op-
erations manager for the To-
kaanu Area of the North Island
Hydro Group; Michael Turner,
production control manager for
Electricorp; Graham Macky, a
Christchurch scientist; hyd-
rofogist Stephen Thompson and
environmental scientist Clive
Howard-Williams.

An environmental scientist,
Ronald Heath, also spcke on
evidence prepared by his col-
league, Warwick Vincent.

comments

had not been aware of the
public’s concerns.

In 1983 the Electricity Divi-
sion became subject to the
Wanganui River minimum filow
regime.

“At that time, the Electricity
Division considered a minimum
regime to be unnecessary, as
there had been little negative
public comment on the opera-
tion of the western division,”” he
said.

“I have been surprised at the
number of adverse comments
which have arisen recently with
respect to this operation.

“From the records on our
files at Hamilton and from my
personal knowledge, there has
been no history of public outcry
of this nature."

Dr Grilli, Electricorp’s North
Island Hydro Group manager,
stated the corporation was
sensitive to community views
and “expressions of concern.”

He said the hydro group
funded environmental studies
and undertook scientific pro-
jects.

Funding had been made avail-

able for fish studies, weed
clearances, and  pollution
studies.

“It is my policy that staff in
the North Island Hydro Group
are cducated to appreciate the
environmental implications of
their work,” Dr Grilli said.

Altering western diversion
structures to cater for a
different flow regime would
be more difficult than build-
ing new structures, Hamilton
engineer Neil McGregor said
yesterday.

Mr McGregor, an Elec-
tricorp North Island Hydro
Group engineer was yester-
day asked to answer specific
engineering questions from
the Wanganui River flows
tribunal.

He was asked the costs and
prac_tica]ities involved with
modifying western diversion
structures to allow for differ-
ing flow regimes.

Mr McGregor quoted sever-
al options, and said they would
cost millions of dollars.

Changing water control gaie
structures for a modified {low
could cost as much as $20
miilion, he estimated.

Removing all diversion
structures and building a dam
could cost $100 million.

He said it would probably
take about two years for the
$100 million option to be
designed and implemented.

Tribunal member Peter
Simons described Mr
McGregor's estimations as
“rather frightening”.
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An  Auckiand tourism
planner vesterday stated
the reduced Wanganui Riv-
er water levels had not
adversely affected all com-
mercial river users.

During the Wanganui River
minimum flows hearing, the
four-member tribunal was this
week told the regime had a
detrimental effects on commer-
cial river operators.

But tourism planner Michael
Robbins yesterday said an
analysis of the river’s tourism

industry showed not all ven-
tures had been adversely af-
fected by the regime.

One operator, Mr Robbins
said, had suggested his jetboat
venture would not benefit by
increase river flows.

“A large number of existing
tourism operators using the
river have indicated their oper-
ations and future expansion
options are adversely affected
by current low flow levels,
navigation problems and pollu-
tion,” he said.

“Conversely, there are a
number of commercial
operators using the river who
are not affected by the low flow
ievels.”

Mr Robbins said the Depart-
meni of Conservation submis-
sion had only recorded com-

Need to

clean

up river

The Wanganui River’s pollu-
tion levels diminished it's appe-

al to overseas

tourists, an

Auckland tourism planner said
in Taumarunui vesterday.

The Wanganui River min-
imum flows tribunal also heard
pollution probably affected the
river's recreational appeal to
New Zealand tourists.

Michael Robbins,

an Elec-

tricorp witness, said a polluted
river like the Wanganui was
contrary to the quality product
New Zealand should be market-
ing visitors.

From a preliminary tourism
assessment, he said the river's
pollution appeared to be an
equally important issue com-

pared with low flows.

“There is an obvious need to
clean up the river to ensure that
the region can fully capitalise
on the Wanganui River as a
major tourism resource,” Mr
Robbins said.

ments from operators affected
by the tow flow levels, “rather
than providing the balance of
opinions.”

He said more than haif the
78.270 visitor days spent on the
river in 1986/1987 were ac-
counted for by operators who
have indicated present flow
levels did net hinder their
operations.

He described tourism growth
since 1972, the year the Tongar-
iro western diversion began
operating, as “considerable” in
spite of existing low water
levels.

He said there was an urgent
need to define the carrying
capacity for the Wanganui Riv-
er system to more fully realise
the eventual tourism develop-
ment potential.
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Tourism potential in Tau
River headwaters does not

Water abstracted by the Ton-
garire power development's
western diversion flows inte
Lake Taupo and Waikaro River.,

A senjor tourism planner with
an Auckland consultancy firm
Michael Robbins, vesterday
told the Wanganui River min-
imum  flows tribunal in
Taumarunui it should consider
the flows regime effects on
both the Wanganui and Taupo
tourism industries.

continue.

“A change in the water re-
gime on the Wanganui River
would affect the water resource
on the Taupo side,” he said.

“This is because a decrease in
water diversion from the Wan-
ganui River would have a cor-
responding adverse effect on
Lake Otamangakau, Lake Roto-
aira, possibly Lake Taupo and
the Waikato River, including
Huka Falls.”

He said it was critical when
analysing the scale of the tour-
ism industry reliant on the
Wanganui River to understand
the Taupo industry based on the
water resource.

Tourism and recreation uses
around Taupo were similar to
those in the Wanganui area, he
said.

These included fishing, jet-
boating, river rafting, canoeing,
kayaking, recreational boating
and scenic viewing.

Mr Robbins said a prelimi-
nary analysis between the

po may suffer if diversion of Wanganui

Taupo and Tongariro regions
and the Wanganui region
showed a significantly larger
tourism industry had developed
from water resources along the
Tongariro and Waikato rivers,
and Lake Taupo.

He said his study showed the
Tongariro United Council reg-
ion had more visiting tourists
than its Wanganui counterpart.

“There is an existing tourism
industry in the Taupo and
Waikato areas based on the
increased flows in the Taupo-
Waikato system that are di-
verted from the Wanganui,” he
said.

“When using the scale of the
existing and potential tourist
Industries as an argument for a
change in resource allocation, it
is essential to recognise and
define the size of the industry
that would be affected.”

Tribunal member Wira Gar-
diner commented that while the
Taupo district may have gained
tourism opportunities through
diverred waters, it was at a
direct opportunity cest to the
Wanganul region.



Wanganui River tribal
representatives have been
told many of the claims
made during the Wanganui
River flows hearing should
be addressed to the Gov-
ernment.

Counsel for Electricorp Roy-
den Somerville said during the
final day of the hearing on
Saturday that the corporation
was not the Crown, and the
river flows tribunal was not the
Waitangi Tribunal.

“1 believe many of the mat-
ters raised would make a strong
case to the Crown,” he told
more than 70 people assembled
at  Taumarunui’s Ngapuwai-
waha Marae.

“But I am not in a position as
counsel for my client to under-
take to make certain promises
on behalf of the Crown. And Ide

tribunal is

believe this
either.”

On the first day of the hearing
the Whanganui River Maori
Trust Board submitted that the
full flow of the Wanganui River
be returned.

not

More reports on
hearing: P5

The board’s statement that
Wanganui waters provided a
spiritual and physical cleansing
were supported by tribal
kaumatua, who said the river
maintained and retained
spiritual and cultural elements
bonding Wanganui iribes.

Mr Somerville said when

Electricorp began presenting
its evidence to the flows tribun-
al on July 14, it said it would not
talk about the importance of the
Wanganui River to the Maori
people.

Although most Wanganui River flows
sebmissions have been heard by the

tribunal,
finished.

the hearing has not vet

Yesterday at 3pm, after six days of highly
involved evidence relating to Wanganui
River headwaters and the Tongariro Power
Development Scheme's western diversion,

the hearing was adjourned.

Tribunal chairman Malcolm Conway said
it would be reconvened at Taumarunui's
Ngapuwaiwaha Marae on July 30.

Wanganui River tribal kaumatua would be
given an opportunity to explain their percep-

tion of the river.

Mr Conway said final addresses from
lawyers representing the main submissions
would be heard at the marae.

Those who wanted to attend the marae

hearing should

assemble

ouiside

Ngapuwaiwaha gates at 9.30am, he said.
Mr Conway thanked the many witnesses
who gave evidence throughout the six-day

hearing.

“That would be discourteous
to the kaumatua.” he said.

However, he said Eleciricorp
agreed with the evidence given
by Maori people concerning the
Maori link with Wanganui.

It also accepted statements
about Maori customs. values
and mana which relate to the
river.

“What the corporation cannot
accept is that the people of the
Wanganui have had their mana
lost or diminished in the eyes of
other Maori peopie,” he said.
“In our view, their standing is
one of considerable respect.”

Mr Somerville told the tribun-
al his full summation. inciuding
legal impiications. would be
sent to members later this
week.

The marae hearing, recon-
vened two weeks after six days
of evidence at the Taumarunui
District Court, was the last
aopportunity for oral submis-
sions.

Although river tribes pre-
sented submissions at the court
hearing, the marae venue was
chosen for the final day 1o allow
the Maori perspective to be told
in a Maori environment.

Representatives of each of
the Wanganui sub-tribes were
at the hearing.

Tribunal chairman Malcoim
Conway said evidence heard on
the marae was “probably the
most illuminating™ as far as the
tribunal was concerned.

“You have given us much food
for thought,” he said.
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Wanganui River kaumatua
have questioned the need to
make submissions to the river
flqws tribunal, Archie
Taiaroa, chairman of the
Whanganui River Maori Trust
Board, said on Saturday.

Mr Taiaroa told the four-
member tribunal that elders
had expressed concern about
having to make submissions on

a river which belongs to Maori

people, and has always been
part of Maori life.

“Why should we spend money
on legal counsel and gathering
the people just to try to prove
ocur case?” he said.

“Why should we be making

submissions, both oral and writ-
ten, to explain before groups

the very senmsitive nature of
spirituality as we see it?”

Mr Talaroa said that in the
past all Maori submissions re-

-lating to the Wanganui River

had fallen on deaf ears.

“Despite the tabulated and
recorded representations and
objections, there has not been
an attempt to enter into any
meaningful consultation, neg-
otiations or discussion by any of
the Government or statutory
authorities given some sort of
control over the resources of
the Wanganui River.”

He said the Maori believes
natural resources should be-
nefit everyone. Managing such
resources for future genera-

tions should not be solely for
commercial operations.

“From the lack of recognition
of the Maori in conservation
and resource management
areas by Government, statutory
and ad hoc authorities, it would
appear that Maori people know
nothing about managing of nat-
ural resources,” he said.

Mr Tajaroa acknowledged
that while the river's water
quality, fishing and recreation-
al values may have been af-
fected by sewage discharges,
run-offs from farmland and
chemical spraying, clearing
native bush from the river
banks, and metal extraction, the
single biggest factor was the
diversion of “crystal clear, un-
pelluted mountain water.”

“My plea is for the future of
our culture, handed down to us
and which we want to hand
down to our children.”

Future generations of
Wanganui River Maori peo-
ple stand to lose an inher-
ent part of their culture if
diverted river headwaters
are not returned:

The Wanganui River Flows
Tribunal, which reconvened at
Taumarunui’s Ngapuwaiwaha
Marae on Saturday, was asked
to consider the effect water
diversion would have on future
Maori generations.

Julie Ranginui, of Tamau-
poko, told the four-member
tribunal the Wanganui was not
only a source of sustenance,
spirituality and mana, but a way
of living.

“If you cat this water off, you
are cutting off our lifestyle and
spirituality as far as the water
is concerned,” she said.

Mrs Ranginui said traditional
fishing methods had been im-
portant in the river tribes'
lifestyle.

LIFESTYLE

“The men do the fishing as
far as the piharau are con-
cerned but when it comes to
other fishing, bobbing for eels
and catching smelt, women do it

wjust about better than men.

¢, “And in the past our children

‘have played a very large partin
learning about catching fish on
the river — participation that
was part and parcel of the
whanau lifestyle of the Wan-
ganui,” she said.

“We have to teach our chil-
dren how to read the river from
a very early age but because the
head waters are being cut off
the areas our children need to
learn from are drying up. We
haven’t got the water and what
we do have is going into the
deeper channels which we can't
fish.”

Mrs Ranginui said Maori peo-
ple never interfered with nat-
ure and used only the river
resources they needed.

“The Maori were the best
people for conservation. We
only took what we needed.”



PROFESSOR SAYS ...

Interfering with central be-
liefs of the Maori people is a
psychological vioiation which
produces social damage, a
Waikato University professor
of psychology told the Wan-
gamui River Flows Tribunal
on Saturday. '

James Ritchie, who is also the
deputy director of the Centre
for Maori Studies and Re-
search, said Maori people were
entitled to the undisturbed sec-
urity of their central beliefs as
a natural right. .

By diverting waters of a river
which Wanganui tribes iden-
tified as most sacred, the State
had deprived Maori people of
this security.

To repair social damage pro-
duced by this psychological
violation, he submitted the riv-
er should be restored to its
integrity as a taonga, and a
sacred and whole entity.

Professor Ritchie said - the
Tongariro. Power Develop-
ment's western diversion miked
the purest patt of the Wanganui
headwaters with water from the
Tawharetoa spiritual domain,
Lake Taupo.

This water was then diverted

to the spiritual jurisdication of
Tainui people — the Waikato
River.

“I cannot convey the enormi-
ty of the violation done by this,”
he told the tribunal.

“It’s like taking the waters of
England, emptying them into
the pdands of France and dis-
gorginig - them into the Volga
River.”

The move violated spiritual
integrity and disturbed the har-
monious relationship between
the . tribes — a relationship

achieved only after centuries of.

battles to establish resource
rights and ownership.

“The waters are also sym-
bolic of political separation.
Mixing without agreement vio-
lates past, present and. future
mana of the rangatira of all
affected jursidictions,” he said.

He claimed neither the Gov-
ernment, which approved the
development, nor its successors
could plead ignorance of the
importance of.the Wanganui
River to local tribes.

“Not only is there extensive
writing concerning the river
but also the people have re-

SEVEN DAYS EVIDENCE

Dpeatedly asserted their owner-
ship of its bed and its waters,”
he Said.

“Nevertheless, the State
chose to subjugate this know-
ledge to one national concern,
hydro generation, over others.”

Professor Ritchie told fribun-
al members they had an oppor-
tunity to try to redress the
affects of diverting Wanganui
waters. ’

“To restore and clean up the
river seems to me to be some-
thing which you can do. This
could also help restore and
clean up the relationship that
exists between Maari and Pake-
ha,” he said.

‘“The first thing that must be
done, haowever, is to give back
that which has been taken
away.”

Saturday’s cenclusion of the Wanganui River
minimum flows review hearing ended seven
days of verbal evidence.

Al but one of the major parties which made
submissions to the hearing gave a final address
at Taumarunui’s Ngapuwaiwaha Marae.

Electricorp will send its written conclusion to
tribunal members later this week.

The flow review was necessary because the
minimum regime imposed five years ago
expires in three months. TR

Many of the submissions to the tribunal have
related to the affects of the Tongarire Power
Development’s western diversion on the river
environment.

The Western diversion intercepts and diverts
water from the Wanganui River, and seven
tributaries — the Whakapapa, Te Whanan,
Okupata, Taurewa, Tawhitikuri, Maungaiepopo
and Otamangakau.

It became operational in 1972.
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Central Districts Catch-
ment Board members are
being safeguarded against
groups who may try to influ-
ence decisions relating to the

Wanganui River minimum
flows regime.

Board staff yesterday con-
firmed the four-member river
flows tribunal has finalised
regime recommendations.

Its report is expected to come

before the board at the Sep-
tember 20 meeting.

However, board general man-
ager Reg Barrett yesterday
said the tribunal report would

probably be taken into com-
mittee.

A special four-member sub-
committee would be formed to
discuss tribunal recommenda-
tions and would report back to
the board on October 18.

Mr Barrett said publicly re-
leasing the tribunal’s decisions
before they had been fully
considered would be contrary
to the interests of the major
parties involved in the July
hearings and to catchment
board members.

“We don't want powerful in-
terest groups getting to the
board prior to making the
decision,” he said.

“The chances of the board not
agreeing to the major portions
of the tribunal recommenda-
tions as a matter of course
would be highly unlikely.”

Mr Barrett said there was no
doubt that, if the tribunal’s
recommendations were re-

Clnie ~ .

L_"-—__‘:} -

leased before a board decision
had been made, some groups
would attempt to influence the
decision-makers.

When asked to identify the
Broups he was referring to, Mr
Barrett refused to comment
further, saying the Taumarunui
hearings highlighted those par-
ties keenly interested in the
issue.

Tribunal members are
scheduled 1o meet with the
special sub-committee on Oc-
tober 12.

“The board must understand
what the tribunal means. It's
very impertant we make the
right decision,” Mr Barrett
said.

He yesterday estimated the
board’s bill for rumning the
Taumarunui hearing had nearly
reached the $270,000 mark,

"This is the price of democ-
racy.”
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By MARAMA ELLIS

The Department of Conservation’s role in pushing for the natural
Wanganui River flow to be returned has been questioned by Treasury

officials.

Earlier this year the Wan-
ganui regional office of DoC
spent more than $40,000 re-
searching and writing a three-
volume study on the effects the
minimum flows regime has had
on the environment.

Wanganui River headwaters
have been diverted to the Tong-
ariro power development
scheme for hydro-generation
since 1972. The minimum flows
regime has been in place since
1983.

DoC's recommendation to the
river flows tribunal in July was
for the natural flow w0 be
reinstated.

However, a Treasury docu-
ment io the Minister of Finance
Roger Douglas, leaked yester-
day to the Chronicle, states
DoC's submission has raised
several questions and created
problems.

The two-page July 20 report,
signed by D.R. Andrew, for the
Secretary to the Treasury,
questions the department’s
authority to undertake the sub-
mission, and asks if Cabinet
Ministers were aware of the
submission's existence before it
was publicised by the media.

It also asks if the submission
reflects a Crown position,
which agency has the responsi-
bility for reporting to Minis-
ters, and whether the Crown
should publicly express a single
or potentially multiple view on
the river flows issue, and other
conservation matters.

The report states that al-
though DoC furnished a copy of
the submission to Conservation
Minister Helen Clark, other
Ministers were apparently un-

aware of its preparation and
imminent publication.

DoC released its study on
June 8.

Treasury also said an Elec-
tricorp estimated that the poli-
¢y advocated by DoC would
reduce national wealth by $300
million in net present value
termsy because of the higher
fuel burn and accelerated new
plant construction.

Two major problems were
highlighted by the Wanganui
case.

“First, Ministers are not giv-
en an opportunity to decide
what view, if any, the Crown
wishes to advance to the catch-
ment authority, or whether it is
desirable for more than one
view to be expressed — national
economic perspective for ex-
ample,” the document stated.

“Second, because DoC has not
been required to report in the
first instance to Ministers,
there has not been an opportuni-
ty for Ministers to indicate

their preferences in terms of
what priority DoC should attach
to this issue.

If the department had made a
report, these problems could
have been avoided.

“Ministers could have had an
opportunity to decide whether
they wish to release DoC’s
views as the Crown views, or
whether to seek advice from
other departments before de-
cisions were taken on a Crown
view."”

Treasury recommended that
My Douglas and Ms Clark direct
a group chaired by Treasuary to
report back with proposals to
ensure Ministers are aware of
specific resource-use policies

being advocated by depart-
ments.
It alsa recommended

mechanisms which could put
forward alternative views if
necessary.

@ See further report on
P3.



Fears that Treasury may
try to influence the Wan-
ganui River minimum
flows regime decision has
prompted a request for the
tribunal report on the re-
gime to be released under
the Official Information
Act.

The Royal Forest and Bird
Protection Society this week
forwarded its request to the
Central Districts Catchment
Board.

Earlier this month board-gen-
eral manager Reg Barrett told
the Chronicle that the tribunal’s
recommendations from the riv-
er flows hearing would prob-
ably be taken into committee at
the September 20 meeting.

A four-member sub-commit-
tee would be appointed to
consider the tribunal's recom-
mendation, and the board would
make its decision on October 18.

Taking the report into com-
mittee would safeguard board
members from powerful inter-
est groups which might try to
influence decision-makers, Mr
Barrett said.

But Keith Chapple, a national
forest and bird councillor, yves-
terday said a leaked document
from Treasury io the Minister
of Finance Roger Douglas,
showed Treasury, “one of the
most powerful interest groups,”
is interested in the river flows
issue.

The document outlined prob-
lems Treasury considered had
arisen from the Department of
Conservation's submission on
the flows regime.

It also stated Electricorp had
estimated that DoC's recom-
mendation for the natural flow
to be reinstated would reduce
national wealth by $300 million
in net present value terms.

“Because the memo suggests
that Treasury has significant
interest in the river flows, we
feel it is proof that they might
iry to influence decisions,” Mr
Chapple said.

“It is evidence enough to
show that the tribunal's fing-

ings must be made public. Mr
Barrett is saying he wants to
protect the board from power-
ful interest groups, but there
appears fo be one of the most
powerful interest groups in-
volved, and that interest group
was no! even part of the
hearing.”

Mr Chapple said the tribun-
al's report should be made
publicly available as soon as it
is received by the board. Forest
and Bird considered there was
ne justification for it to be
discussed behind closed doors.

However, Mr Barrett yester-
day dismissed the society’s
fears as nonsense.

He said copies of the tribun-
al's report would be sent to
those who made submissions to
the board, once the special sub-
committee had discussed it.

“It is very important that the
board consider the recommen-
dations of the tribunal very,
very clearly and without any
interference or public grand-
standing,” he said.

He was unaware of Treasury
interest in the issues and stated
the board's integrity was above
question.

“I want to ensure that if this
goes to appeal, there will be no
question of prejudice on my
behalf or the board’s. I will only
allow the four beard members
on the sub-committee to see the
tribunal’s report.

“Certainly these sorts of doc-
uments (Treasury’s) are not
going to influence us.”

Although Mr Barrett has not
received Forest and Bird's re-
quest under the Official Infor-
mation Act when contacted by
the Chronicle vesterday, he said
it would be declined.

“I don’t believe they have any
grounds.”
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Director of
Waitangi
Tribunal

A Natioral Party member
and former Army officer,
Wira Gardiner (pictured), last
week became director of the
Waitangi Tribunal.

Mr Gardiner, whose public
profile was heightened in the
Wanganui region when he was
appointed to the Wanganui
River minimum flows tribun-
al, is of Ngati Awa, Ngati
Pikiac and Whanau-a-Apanui
descent.

The 44-year-old Whakatane
man has two degrees and a
record of 25 years of service
to his country, including a
stint as director of Civil
Defence.

As the Waitangi Tribunal
director, he will be respons-
ible to the deputy Secretary
for Justice. His duties cover
tribunal research, claims pro-
cessing, and tribunal ad-
ministration.

The new position was cre-
ated under the Treaty of
Waijtangi (State Enterprises)
Bill passed by Parliament this
year,



By COLIN ROWATT

Central Districts Caich-
ment Board is maintaining a
high-level of secrecy in its
handling of the report and
recommendations from the
Wanganui  River minimum
flows tribunal.

Only a handful of copies of
the report exist and as yet they
have been seen by only a few
catchment board staff
members.

And, apart from releasing the
report to a special committee of

five board members for de-
tailed study, the cloak of secre-
cy will remain in place for at
least another month.

General manager Reg Barrett
said the report, its recommen-
dations and the implications of
those were too complex to be
reteased to the public until the
board had had sufficient time to
study all the aspects.

TURNED DOWN

The board's approach to deal-
ing with the report has already
been challenged by some par-
ticipants in the minimum flow

Treasury
influence

Sir~ Our region is most
indebted 1o our Marama Ellis
and to Keith Chapple for their
continued vigilance as te the
findings of the recent tribunal
upon questions of river-flow in
our beloved river,

Our electricity corporation
had every opportunity in its
massive submissions to set out
its case, including the financial
side.

We should not chide Treasury
for showing an interest in
financial  implications, but
should condemn in the most
outspoken way any attempt by
their “experts” to intervene in

the decisions made by due
process from a careful and
impartial hearing, in which, as
Keith Chapple points out, they
took no part and accordingly
have no standing.

‘There is some comfort for us
all in Reg Barrett's assurance
that copies of the tribunal’s
report will be sent to those who
made submissions after the
special subcommittee has dis-
cussed it. This will be more
meaningful if any significant
recommendations by that sub-
committee are also included.

What is of the greatest demo-
cratic and regional importance
is that the public should be kept
fully informed at all stages of
the further progress of the
findings of a tribunal hearing
which was completely open to
those members of the general
public whose vital interests
were concerned.

‘there is surely iittle justifica-
tion for such “open” proceed-
ings to be followed up any
discussions “in camera” or “in
committee.” The dangers of
such a course should be quite
clear, since new evidence or
new material may be intro-
duced in secret, and will not be
subject to clarification by ques-
tioning from those who gave
evidence in public, nor by
whatever legal representatives
may have assisted in the “open”
process.

This is an important principle
to an “open” democratic way of
iife, and should be honoured
much more widely than it
currently is, in such matters as
regional or local planning.

We continue to rely upon a
free press in respect of such
public interest. I believe that
this public interest reguires to
be safeguarded to the utmost
against any in-committee stage
from which our press would be
excluded.

The public interest requires
that all proceedings should re-
main open to our press.

J.R.J. MOORE
Wanganui

review proceedings and some
groups have reguested copies
of the report. Those requests
have been turned down.

It has also been alieged that
Treasury could seek to influ-
ence the final decision on the
minimum flows.

Mr Barrett has dismissed
such allegations and yesterday
said the only reason for keeping
the report secret was to give the
board time to consider it
thoroughly before making a
decision.

He said the board also had to
take particular care that if the
matter did go to appeal, no
action on the board’s part could
be held up as prejudicial to that
appeal.

FIRST PHASE

The first phase of the board's
study of the report and its
recommendations will take
place roday when the special
five-person committee meets
with staff.

The committee members are
Ron Russell, Peter Pharazyn,
Laurie Speirs, Brad Grimmer
and Richard Barnett. The com-
mittee includes two Manawatu
board members (Messrs Speirs
and Barnett) 1o give regional
balance.

The committee will have ab-
out a month to complete its
studies and will then meet with
the tribunal.

The full board will, after
hearing from the special com-
mittee, make its final decisions

at the October 18 board
meefing.
Misleading,
dangerous

Sir— The Treasury report
that questions the role of the
Department of Conservation in
the Wanganui River flows hear-
ings is misleading and danger-
ous in its implications.

‘The whole point of DoC's
existence is to represent this
couniry's interests even if they
conflict with official policy of
the Crown or Treasury. To
suggest that DoC should go to
the Minister of Finance and ask
if it can make a submission
makes a mockery of the Conser-
vation Act.

DoC is fulfilling a vital role in
this country today. We need to
protect our natural heritage.
We need DoC.

RICHARD THOMPSON
Maruia Society
Aramoho RD
Wanganui



By COLIN ROWATT
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Increased Wanganui and Whakapapa river flows aim to take into
account scenic, recreational, environmental and Maori values without
anduly penalising major water user Electricorp.

Water flows in the Wanganui

River are to be restared to at
least 87 perceat of the long-
term average natural flow as
measured at the Te Maire
gauging point.
" Flows in the Whakapapa Riv-
lar are to be raised to 47 percent
of the long-terim mean flow for
‘that water way.

Tiwse will be the two most
signilicant changes when a new
Wanganei River minimum flow
regime, accepted by the Central
Districts Catchment Board yes-
terday, is implemented.

The new regime will result
a minimum flow at Te Maire, in
the river's middle reaches, of
24.6 cumecs {cubic metres per
second), up 2.6 cumecs from the
summer flow minimum of the
past five years.

At the Piriaka gauging station
in the upper reaches of the
Wanganut River, the minimum
flow is to be set at 13.1 cumecs,
an increase of 5 cumecs.

For the Whakapapa River, a
minitum summer (December 1
to Aprit 300 flow of 8.5 cumecs
will be set, with the mumimum
flow ai 4.5 cumecs for the
remainder of the vear.

These flows are 10 be mea-
sured at the footbridge gauging
station about one km down-
stream from Electricorp’s Ton-
parire power sclieme Whakapa-
pa intake.

Recommendations

The regime accepted by the
board and hailed by chairman
Bunay Gorringe as “landmark
decision” essentially follows
the recommendations from a
special tribunal set up earlier
this year lo hear submissions
for the review of the Wangarui
River minimum flow regime
which has been in effect since
October, 1983,

The tribunal’s full recommen-
dations were that:

@ The nauntral flow of the
Wanganui River at the Tengar-
iro power development diver-
sion intake be restored through-
out the year.

@ The diversion of the Qkupa-
ta. Taurewa, Tawhitikuri, Man-
gatepope oand  Te Whaijau
streams be allowed to continue
as al present,

@ The minimum accepiable
flow of the Whakapapa River as
measured at the footbridge
recovding site be 8.5 cumecs for
the peried December 1o April
30 and 4.2 cumecs [or the
batance of the year subject to
sueh flows Being naturally av-
ailable. subject ta the condition
that:

@ Ia the cvent of a national
power supply emergency, Elec-

Catchment Board for a lower
minimum flow. Such approval,
if granted te be subject to any
conditions that the board may
impose.

% This flow regime remain in
place for five years expiring on
October 31. 1993.

The tribunal also recom-
mended that the board “facili-
tate” consultations between the
Whanganui River Maori Trust
Board and Electricorp to heip
resolve “outstanding issues.”

In making its recommenda-
tions the ¢ribunal appears to
have taken the only reascnable
course open to it and gone for a
compromise.

Ir its report to the board the
wibunal stated it could not
recommend a full return to the
natural flow for the Wanganui
River as requested by some
parties to the hearing.

Such a  recommendation
would not have been “in the
national interest” as it would
have required all diversion of
water throgugh the Tongariro
power scheme western diver-
sion system e cease.

Cost

As they stand however, the
recommendations relating to
the Wanganui and Whakapapa
rivers will cost Electricorp an
estimated 517 million a year in
lost generating capacity.

But the tribunal considered
that cost is “'not excessive” in
terms of Electricorp™s profiz
last year of $141 million and a
ferecast profit for this financial
vear of $280 miliion.

Basically, the extra water for
the Wanganui aond Whakapapa
rivers will come from reduc-
tions in the amount of water
diverted from the headwaters
of those rivers into the Tongar-
iro power scheme.

In the case of the Wanganui
River all diversion of water will
cease thus resioring the full
natural flow over the whole
length of the river.

That will add just 1.6 cumecs
te the upper river flow — water
currently being diverted to the
Tongariro scheme.

Perhaps the greatest signifi-
cance of that recommendation
will be in terms of Maori
cultural and spiritual values
which attach o the Wanganui
River.

1t will mean the viver wilt be
complete once again with ils
wairna (spirituality) restored.

The tribunpal believes the
moeve will go some way toward
alleviating Maori concerns re-
lating to the loss of “spiritual
integrity™ when the Wanganui
River was beheaded more than

MY ssanes nen

increased flows in the Wan-
ganui and Whakapapa rivers
should, according to the tribun-
al. result in “more natural flow
patterns’ to reduce the undesir-
able impacts of the present flow
regime.

The fiow rates for both rivers
will result in more water being
availabie for recreationat river
users as well as providing
improved leveis of protection
for "instream values” and the
habitats of flora and fauna.

<, Clho
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@ From P3

“The river is a hit like
a fish — cut off its head
and the body becomes
nothing. But by directing
the headwaters back, the
fish will come alive
again — and that's what
will happen. { am very
happy.”

Archie Taiaroa, chair-
man of the Whanganui
River Interim Maori
Trust Board, said the
tribunal and catchrment
board's acknowlegement
of Maori values was the
first time Maori con-
cerns about the Wan-
ganui River had ever
been considered.

The decision was a
good start toward con-
tinuing consultation with
Maori people and groups
which  managed re-
sources, Mr Taiaroa
said.

He fully supported the
tribunal recommenda-
tion that the catchment
board facilitate consulta-
tion between the trust
board and Electricorp to
resolve putstanding
issues.

“This should be started
as soon as possible,” Mr
Taiaroa said. “As for the
actual increased flow of
water, our people living
beside the river will
monitor closely through-
out the year to see what
improvements there are
to the quality of the
water, and the changing
effects on eel, fish, plant,
bird and water life.”

Mr Taiaroa said if an
appeal was made against
the catchment board de-
cision, the trust board
would continue to fight
for the rights of its
people.

“We hope that co-oper-
ation, continual consulta-

tion and partnership
would not necessitate
that.™

@ Wanganui would
ultimately benefit from
increased river flows,

Mavor Chas Povnter said
vesterday.

“It’s good for
ganui because with the
Wanganui National Park
we rely on adequate riv-

Wan-

er levels for tourist
operators to be able to
take best advantage of
the river.

“With about 12000
canoeists coming down
the river every vear we
certainly need more wat-
er in the upper reaches
than what we have been
getting."

Mr Poynter said he
was pleased with the
decision.

“It's a natural resource
and we are dependent on
the river for many
things,” he said.

He did not think in-
creased flows would
have much of an affect
on the lower reaches of
the vriver, or on the
silting prublem.

@ The Wanganui Riv-
er minimim flows decis-
ion may set a precedent
for water use issues like-
ly to be reviewed in the
next decade,
Taumarunui Mayor Ter-
ry Podmore said.

Mr Podmore told the
Chronicle that while
Electricorp would suffer
a hydro-generation loss
under the new regime
the catchment board
stance reflected a pleas-
ing change of attitude
within New Zealand
communities.

And this shift in the
public awareness of con-
servation issues was “a

good thing.”
Mr Podmore said the
Taumarunui Borough

Council was more than
pleased with the out-
come of the river flows
hearing.

The hundreds of sub-
missions made by
Taumarunui  residents
and efforts made by the
borough council to rep-
resent the region's con-
cerns to the tribunal had
been amply vindicated.

“The whole district
will be very pleased with
the decision.” he said.
“From the borough's
point of view it appears
as though it will be
unlikely that we will
need compensation pasy-
ment for loss of power
generation, because the
Piriaka flows will be
above the compensation
level

This compensation
loss did not worry him.

“The borough council
wanted the water re-
turned,” he said.



Electricorp chairman John Fernyhough yesterday said the corpora-
tion should be reimbursed between $80 and $8S million — the cost of
reducing Wanganui River headwaters for hydro-generation use,

Mr Fernyhough, who an-
nounced last evening that Elec-
tricrop would appeal a Central
Districts Catchment Board de-
cision to increase the Wanganui
River minimum flows, told the
Chronicle there were no cost-
less options in the issue.

The board’s decision, which
halved the amount of water
available to Electricorp through
the Tongariro Power Develop-
ment for hydro-generation, de-
valued the corporation by bet-
ween $80 and $85 million, Mr
Fernyhough said.

This was calculated by the
reduction in the value of the
Government’s stake in Elec-
tricorp because of increased
costs from using alternative
electricity generation methods.

A loss to Electricorp would
mean a reduction in Govern-
ment revenue, and an ultimate
loss for New Zealand taxpayers.

Asking New Zealanders to
shoulder a nearly $100 million
burden would cost each house-
hold about $100.

Mr Fernyhough said competi-
tive pressures within the indug-
try meant it was unlikely elec-
tricity consumers would be
asked to pay an extra $100.

But the price would have to
be paid eventually, and there

was a possibility electricity
could cost more.

Mr Fernyhough said intelli-
gent choices and effective de-
cisions could only be made if
the public fully realised oppor-
tunity-costs involved.

He suggested decision-mak-
ing bodies which ruled on issues
like the Wanganui River min-
imum flows regime should
make a commitment to pay the
cost.

“It's up to the community to
make whatever deecision it
thinks appropriate in relation to
conservation. But we do want to
see decisions made by bodies or
people who will be accountable
for the cost of that decision,” he
said.

Applications

“We as a community are not
going to get effective decision-
making unless whoever makes
the decisions follows it up by
compensation for that de-
cision.”

The corporation was worried
about the long-term implica-
tions of the river flows tribunal
findings and the board decision.

The Wanganui issue could
affect water right applications
Electricorp planned to make
throughout New Zealand during
the next 15 years.

Mr Fernyhough said a restric-
tion on the use of a renewable
resource like water would force
Electricorp te draw on non-
renewable resources like coal,

gas or oil.
He dismissed as nonsense
suggestions the corporation

could actively promote energy
conservation.

This would leave expensive
capital assets standing idle, and
would result in a significant
power price hike.

And even though the corpora-
tion’s projected profit for the
financial year was $280 million,
it would need a much higher
profit margin before it could
absorb the tribunal’s estimated
Electricorp loss of about $17
million every year.

Mr Fernvhough said more
than $400 million profit would
have to be made before Elec-
tricorp could give a proper
return.

Although he was unable to
estimate how much money the
State-Owned Enterprise had
spent on the river flows hear-
ing, he said it would continue to.
spend whatever was necessary
to make an effective appeal.

“Obviously it’s not so much
the figure that concerns us
because the cost of the alterna-
tive is so great.”
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Electricorp should investigate energy conserva-
tion instead of complaining about the loss of
Wanganui River system waters, a Royal Forest and
Bird Protection Society spokesman said yesterday.

On Tuesday, the Central Dis-
tricts Catchment Board decided
to return the full natural flow of
the Wanganui River.

It also agreed to substantially
increase the Whakapapa River
flows.

This action, while beneficial
to the river environment and
recreational users, will halve
the amount of water Electricorp
collects through the Tongarire
Power Development western
diversion for hydro-generation.

The corporation stands to lose
$17 million each year under the
new regime.

A forest and bird society
spokesman, Gerard Hutching,
yesterday  dismissed Elec-
tricorp’s concerns.

He said the corporation had
diverted water from 66 rivers
around the Tongarire National
Park, virtually all the mountain
rivers of the region.

“Any reasonable person
would accept that some of that
water should be restored in the
interests of conservation and
recreation,” he said.

Heavy pressure

“We congratulate the catch-
ment board for having made
this decision under heavy
pressure from Electricorp to
continue with the present re-
gime.”

The society was unlikely to
appeal the decision, and called
upon Electricorp to abide by it
as well, Mr Hutching said.

More water in the rivers was
good news for the rare blue
duck and other users.

The stronghold of the blue
duck in the North Island is
around the Central Plateau.
With only a few thousand birds
left, it was vital that some of the
mountain waters they depended
on for their food and breeding
habitat was free to flow.

Mr Hutching said there was
concern over the five
tributaries of the Wanganui
which would continue to be
diverted, even though they
were prime blue duck habitats.

These streams, the Okupata,
Taurewa, Tawhitikuri, Manga-
tepopo and Te Whaian, would be
the subject of water right
hearings over the next five
years.

Applauded

® King Country conservation-
ist Keith Chapple vesterday
applauded moves to increase
water flows in the Whakapapa
and Wanganui rivers.

Mr Chapple, who chaired the
now defunct Wanganui River
Flows Coalition, said he was
very pleased with the catch-
ment board’s decision.

Members of the coalition
would also welcome the de-
cision.

He yesterday denied he had
earlier described the increased
flows as tokenism and less than
a compromise.

Mr Chapple was quoted in a
North Island newspaper as say-
ing the forest and bird society
would consider appealing the
decision.

This, he told the Chronicle
was not true.



Claims that Electricorp will lose nearly $85 million under the new
Wanganui River flows regime has been dismissed as “emotional
nonsense” by Ceniral Districts Catchment Board general manager

Reg Barrett.

Electricorp chairman John
Fernyhough on Wednesday said
the catchment board’s decision
to increase flows, thereby re-

Wanganui
likely to
have
league side

Wanganui soccer could have a
representative side playing in a
compelitive league next vear
for the first time since the
1970s.

At a special meeting of the
Wanganui Football Asseciation
last night a 12-8 vote supported
the entry of a combined side
into either Ceniral League, a
representative league, or both.

But the meeting got away 1o a
sensational start when it was
adjourned after just five min-
utes because Chronicle re-
ported Bryce Johns was rape-
recording proceedings.

Association president Steve
Phillips asked him to turn the
recorder off, but Mr Johns
declined, saying it was a public
meeting.

The meeting was adjourned
on a 94 vote, but several
minutes later M Phillips recon-
vened the meeting by himself
after discussions.

Mr Johns was allowed 1o
continue taping the meeting.

ducing water available for hyd-
ro-generation, devalued the
corporation by between $80
million and $85 million.

He suggested the corporation
be reimbursed money it would
lose under the decision.

But Mr Barrett vesterday
described Mr Fernvhough's
arguments as ‘‘nonsensical.”

Extra cost

The river flows tribunal, us-
ing statistics provided by Elec-
tricorp witnesses at the hear-
ing, stated the new regime
would cost the corporation an
extra $14.5 million each vear.

The existing minimum flows
regime was already costing
Electricorp about $3 million per
annum.

During the new five-vear
regime period, the actual cost to
Electricorp would be $72.5 mil-
lion, Mr Barrett said.

“Electricorp’s own estimate
at the hearing was if the whole
of the western diversion water
was taken, the costs to the
North Island power consumer
would increase by only LS
percent to 2 percent,” he said.

The catchment board's decis-
ion reduced the theoretical av-
erage flow able to be used by
Electricorp by 30 percent.

“Now people can work that
out by themselves,” Mr Barrett
said. “The figures (Mr Ferny-
hough's} are a misrepresenta-
tion of the facts.,”

f '
Sewage disposa

The new Wanganui River
minimum flows regime did not
remove the Wanganai City and
Taumarunui Borough councils’
responsibilities to improve sew-
age disposal schemes, Mr Bar-
rett said.

Both councils are allowing
sewage to flow into the Wan-
ganui River.

Mr Barrett said Taumarunui
Borough Council would be re-
guired to apply for a water right
by early next year.

The board will also monitor
the progress of the Wanganui
City Council's improvements of
its sewerage systems.

The city council has applied
for a new water right for its
marine outfall.

Mr Barrett said as part of the
water right procedure, the
board would seek details of the
council’s on-going proposal to
eliminate sewage discharge in-
to the river.
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The Whanganui River Interim Maori Trust Board is disappointed by
Electricorp’s stance over the Wanganui River minimim flows

decision.

Electricorp will appeal
against the Central Districts
Catchment Board decision to
increase the river flows.

Trust board chairman Archie
Taiaroa yesterday said Elec-
tricorp must consider com-
munities directly affected by
the diversion of Wanganui Riv-
er waters.

While the trust board agreed
with New Zealanders benefit-
ting from natural resources, if
the natural flows of the Wan-
ganui River were not returned,
communities affected by the
decision should be compen-
sated. _

Maori people in the Wanganui
tribal area had always wanted
the natural flows returned.

“Electricorp should come and
see the full effects that the low
flow is having on the very life of
the Maori people who have
always occupied the Wanganui
River area,” Mr Taiaroa said.

The board was willing to
invite Electricorp officials to
the area to discuss the issue.

@ The Royal Forest and
Bird Protection Society yester-
day accused Electricorp of
creating confusion over the cost
of restoring waters to the
Wanganui River.

Society spokesperson Gerard

" Hutching

said  Electricorp
should clarify their claim that
the cost of restoring the waters
would be $100 per household
per year.

*In evidence to the catchment
board hearing Electricorp said
the decision would cost $17
million a year. Because indus-
try takes two-thirds of electrici-
ty the cost to the householder
comes down to just over 35 a
household a year.

“Now we have the figure of
$75 million or $100 per house-
hold as the cost of the decision.”

“The public have a right to
know which is the right figure
or else they could rightly ac-
cuse Electricorp of mischiev-
ous scaremongering,”  Mr
Hutching said.

He said Electricorp had ad-
mitted recently that there was
an over-supply of electricity in
the South Island. That could be
used for the North Island once
the Cook Strait cable was up-
graded in two years' time.

Mr Hutching called upon
Electricorp to show some social
responsibility and start to focus
on energy conservation.

@ The Central Districts
Catchment Beard has not ruled
out the possibility that more
Wanganul River system water
may be diverted by Electricorp
in the future.

The new regime, adopted on
Tuesday, is to last for five
years.

General manager Reg Barrett
said the five-year duration for
the regime was ‘“quite delib-
erate.”

“The perspective and energy
requirements of the nation may
well change by then,” he said.

“A new regime may conse-
quently be more appropriate.”

Hydro-electric power was
seen by the board as probably
the most environmentally ac-
ceptable form of power genera-
tion.

“The board’s decision does
not negate the possibility thatin
Five years' time, allocation of
further water from the diver-

sion may be deemed desirable,”
Mr Barrett said.

“Undoubtedly, the probabie
replacement of the Cook Strailt
cable will affect the decision at
that time.”



Conservationists  have
accused Electricorp of
promoting wasteful use of
electricity in the wake of
the Wanganui River water
use decision.

They have also criticised a
figure used by the corporation
for the extra cost per household
through loss of water for power
generation, the Press Associa-
tion reported.

The corporation said that if
the same criteria were used for
all hydra schemes as the Wan-
ganui decision by the Central
Districts Catchment Board, it
would cost the couniry $§$75
million, or $100 per household,
to replace the lost power.

This was questioned by Ener-
gy Minister David Butcher, who
pointed out that the Tongariro
power scheme was about the
only case where water was
diverted. Electricorp, he said,
may have over-reacted.

Energy researcher Molly

Melhuish said that on the basis
of the $17.5 million figure used
by the corporation in its sub-
mission to the tribunal which
studied flows of the Wanganui
and other rivers used for the
Tongariro power scheme, the

increase in electricity Dbills
would be $3.30 a vear.

King Country chairman of
Royal Forest and Bird Keith
Chapple slammed Electricorp
for its decision to appeal.

“We are extremely

“We think that is
reaction 1o the decision.”

Mr Chapple said the water
rights were achieved bv stealth,
by proclamation and without
public debate in 1958, although
they were not used until the

1970s.

He called on New Zealand to
take energy conservation seri-
ously. In New Zealand, per

capita use had risen 25 percent
in 15 years.

disap-
pointed aboutr that” he said.
an over-

He said Electricorp had spent
millions of doliars on advertis-
ing encowraging the use of more
energy.

“This is entirely inappropri-
ate,” Mr Chapple said.

Direcror of energy manage-
memnt for the Ministry of Energy
David Haskell said the corpora-
tion might look at ways around
the spending of $17 million on
fossil fuels to replace the lost
waler resources.

He said Electricorp advertis-
ing that certain uses cost a

certain amount was not precise
enough.

He said the ministry was
about to launch a scheme which
would give consumers informa-
tion about how much energy
different appliances used.

Breathlessly promoted
as the lifeblood of this
region’s tourism and re-
creation, the Wanganui
River nevertheless s
pretty much taken for
granted by most of us.

After all ... it divides the
bulk of Wanganui from the
quality suburbs on the east-
side, it stinks, it nsually looks
dreadful and it serves as a
sewer. It also carries noisy
motorboats.

However, we're supposed to
be positive about these things
so0 let's ponder for a moment
atl the benefits arising from
the Central Districts Catch-
ment Board decision to partly
restore the headwaters.

Let’s see. It'll be running
high with clear upcountry
water. We’ll be catching trout
from the Kowhai Park river-
bank. There'll be no more
mudflats covered in unmen-
tionables.

Dave Laurence’s

Case in Point

Downtown workers will
have a lunchtime swim in the
river.

No? Well would someone in
authority please tell us in
plain language what the river
flows decision really means.

So far the news media has
left the impression that rob-
bing water from the Tongariro
power project will increase
our electricity bills by about
%5 a vear simply to please a
few environmentalists and
protect some blue ducks in the
middle of nowhere. But, of
course, we've got to take the
Maori perspective into
account.
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