
 

August 2017 

  

Parramatta Light Rail (Stage 1)  
Westmead to Carlingford via Parramatta CBD and Camellia  

Environmental Impact 
Statement 
 

Volume 5 –Technical Papers 10 to 11 





 

 

Technical Paper 10 

Built Heritage Impact Assessment 





Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page i 
 

Parramatta Light 
Rail 
Built Heritage Impact Assessment  

Report to WSP/ Parsons Brinckerhoff  
on behalf of Transport for NSW 

August 2017 

 





Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page ii 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Project background

Transport for New South Wales (Transport for NSW) is developing the Parramatta Light Rail to deliver
a light rail network from Westmead to Carlingford via Parramatta CBD and Camellia. This work builds 
on the actions identified in the NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan (Transport for NSW, 2012) 
Sydney’s Light Rail Future – Expanding public transport, revitalising our city (NSW Government, 2012) 
and Unlocking Western Sydney’s Potential with Light Rail: Western Sydney Light Rail Feasibility Study 
(Parramatta City Council, 2013).

In December 2015, the NSW Government announced a preferred network for Parramatta Light Rail to
link areas that are being transformed by government and private investment, including Westmead,
Parramatta North, Camellia, Telopea, Rydalmere, Sydney Olympic Park and Strathfield. Parramatta
Light Rail would also serve major attractions in the Parramatta CBD including the new Western
Sydney Stadium and the proposed Museum of Applied Arts and Science.

On 17 February 2017, the NSW Government announced that it would be proceeding with first stage
of Parramatta Light Rail. Parramatta Light Rail (Stage 1) (the project) would extend from Westmead
to Carlingford via Parramatta CBD and Camellia.

Report purpose 

The project is subject to assessment by the Department of Planning and Environment and approval 
by the Minister for Planning under Part 5.1 of the (NSW) Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (EP&A Act).  

This built heritage impact assessment (BHIA) is one of a number of technical papers that forms part 
of the EIS. The purpose of this technical paper is to identify and assess the built heritage impacts of 
the project during both construction and operation. In doing so it responds directly to the Secretary’s 
Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) as outlined in Section 1.4. 

This technical paper considers the impacts on listed built heritage items within the study area and 
includes:  

 Identification of items and areas of heritage significance (including buildings, views or places) that 

would be directly affected by the construction and operation of the project  

 Consideration of the potential impacts on the values, setting and integrity of heritage areas and 

items located near the project and, where such potential exists, the likely significance of those 

impacts 

 Outlining the proposed mitigation and management measures (including measures to avoid 

significant impacts and an evaluation of the effectiveness of the mitigation measures) in 

accordance with relevant best practice guidelines. 

This report provides an assessment of built heritage for the project. An Aboriginal heritage 
assessment and non-Aboriginal archaeological assessment have been prepared as separate reports. 
An assessment of listed archaeological heritage items has been excluded from this report and is 
included in a separate non-Aboriginal archaeological assessment. 
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Methodology 

Study area 

In general terms the project runs from Westmead to Rosehill (via Parramatta CBD and Camellia) with 
a branch to Carlingford. The indicative alignment for the project is shown in Figure 1. The alignment, 
construction footprint, off-corridor works areas, and compounds are referred to as the ‘project area’.  

For the purpose of this investigation, an assessment boundary has been defined as a 25-metre buffer 
around the project area. The project area and the buffer are collectively referred to as the ‘study area’ 
in this report unless otherwise stated.  

The application of a buffer around the alignment helps to identify heritage items potentially located 
within the visual catchment of the project and where potential visual impacts on that item may occur. 
It also supports assessment of other potential indirect impacts on heritage fabric (for example, as a 
result of vibration).  

World Heritage List (WHL), National Heritage List (NHL) or State Heritage Register (SHR) items 
which are outside the 25m buffer, but may be subject to visual impacts, are also assessed.   

The project area has been divided into precincts to structure the assessment. Where views or items 
straddle more than one precinct, these items are assessed in the first precinct that they are located in. 

Heritage-listed items 

Heritage listed items and significant views and vistas were identified through a search of relevant 
State and federal statutory heritage registers:  

 World Heritage List (WHL) 

 Commonwealth Heritage List (CHL) 

 National Heritage List (NHL) 

 State Heritage Register (SHR) 

 Parramatta Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2011 

 Parramatta Development Control Plan (DCP) 2011 

 The Hills LEP 2012 

 Section 170 Heritage and Conservation Registers for Sydney Water, Roads and Maritime 

Services, RailCorp, Department of Health, Department of Primary Industries, Attorney General’s 

Department, Parramatta Park Trust, and Western Sydney University 

 NSW State Heritage Inventory database. 

Non-statutory registers were not included in the search.  

Items listed on these registers have been previously assessed against the NSW Heritage 
Assessment guidelines (as outlined in Section 2.3.2). Statements of heritage significance, based on 
the NSW Heritage Assessment guidelines are provided throughout this assessment as they appear in 
relevant heritage inventory sheets and documents. No additional assessment of significance has 
been undertaken. 

Where relevant, Conservation Management Plans (CMP) and other heritage management 
documents, guidelines and previous assessments have been utilised to provide additional information 
regarding heritage significance and management. 



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page iv 
 

Project description 

Location 

The Parramatta Light Rail (Stage 1) project (‘the project’) comprises construction and operation of a 
light rail service between Westmead and Carlingford, via Camellia. The proposed network would link 
the following areas in the region:  

 Westmead 

 North Parramatta 

 Parramatta Central Business District (CBD) 

 Rosehill 

 Camellia 

 Rydalmere 

 Telopea 

 Carlingford. 

Key features 

The project would include the provision and operation of the following key features: 

 A light rail network of around 12 kilometres in length (including approximately seven kilometres 

within the existing road corridor separated from general traffic and approximately five kilometres 

utilising the existing Carlingford Line heavy rail and Sandown Line for use as dedicated light rail 

corridors and replacing current heavy rail services). 

 A total of 16 stops (subject to further design development). The stops would form a combination of 

side and island platforms depending on the final design of the proposed action and existing 

constraints at each stop location. Platforms would be approximately 45 metres long. 

 Interchanges with existing rail and/or bus facilities at Westmead, Parramatta CBD, and 

Carlingford. 

 Creation of two light rail priority zones (no general vehicle access) along Church Street (generally 

between Lennox Bridge and Macquarie Street) and Macquarie Street (generally between Horwood 

Place and Smith Street) within the Parramatta CBD. 

 Light rail vehicle (LRV) driver amenities at light rail termini at Westmead and Carlingford and at the 

stabling and maintenance facility at Camellia. 

 An integrated maintenance and stabling facility located in Rosehill. The maintenance facility would 

consist of a number of elements including: 

 Stabling area for storage of LRVs. 

 A stabling and maintenance building including a workshop containing servicing tracks to 

undertake LRV inspections and administration facilities for managing the administration, 

operation and maintenance of the PLR Systems. 

 An automatic train wash plant and sanding plant for replenishing LRV sand boxes and for 

testing sanding equipment. 
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 Provision of a number of new bridge structures along the alignment including over James Ruse 

Drive, Clay Cliff Creek, Parramatta River (near the Cumberland Hospital) and Vineyard Creek, 

Rydalmere. 

 Modification (including potential duplication at some locations) of Lennox Bridge (Church Street) 

and five existing bridge structures along the Carlingford Line (Parramatta River, Vineyard Creek, 

Kissing Point Road, Adderton Road and Pennant Hills Road) to accommodate the light rail 

alignment and active transport links. 

 Alterations to the existing road network to accommodate the proposed action, including line 

marking, additional traffic lanes and turning lanes, new traffic signals, and changes to traffic flows 

(e.g. creation of left-in, left-out arrangements etc.). 

 Ancillary infrastructure including up to eight electricity substations and overhead lines and poles to 

allow for LRV operations. 

 Active transport corridors (shared paths) and additional urban design features along sections of 

the alignment and at stop locations. 

 Replacement of existing rail infrastructure along the former Sandown Line corridor, between the 

junction at Camellia Station and the stabling and maintenance facility, and removal of the 

remaining rail infrastructure, east of the stabling and maintenance facility. 

 Removal of existing rail infrastructure at the Parramatta Road level crossing and closure of the 

existing Carlingford Line north of Parramatta Road. 

Overview statement of heritage impact 

The study area comprises a project area and a 25-metre buffer zone around the project area. The 
study area includes a heritage item listed on the WHL and NHL (Parramatta Park and Old 
Government House), 17 items listed on the SHR and 83 items listed on LEPs and state agencies’ 
Section 170 registers. 

This report has assessed the built-heritage impacts of the project for all heritage items within the 
study area. The impact assessment considered direct, visual and potential indirect impacts of the 
projects construction and operation. The report also includes an impact assessment of significant 
view lines going beyond precinct boundaries. An assessment against the World and National heritage 
values of the Old Government House & Domain is also provided. 

The assessments for the individual heritage items in the study area concluded that the project would 
result in neutral direct and potential indirect impacts on the Old Government House & Domain, and 
that the project would result in a negligible visual impact on the world heritage site. It was assessed 
that the project would not result in a significant impact on matters of national environmental 
significance under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

Among the 17 SHR items located in the study area, the project would result in a moderate direct 
impact and a moderate visual impact to Dundas Railway Station Group, pending detailed design of 
the proposed Dundas light rail stop. The project would result in a moderate direct impact to 
Cumberland District Hospital Group, Lennox Bridge, and Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial 
Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve). The project would result in major visual impacts to Lennox 
Bridge, and moderate visual impacts on the Cumberland District Hospital Group and the Ancient 
Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve), which could be minimised by 
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considering a wire free design for these sections of the project. Other impacts to SHR items ranged 
from neutral to minor and would not significantly alter their respective heritage values. 

Among the 83 locally significant heritage items in the study area, the project would result in major 
heritage impacts on three heritage items including ‘Royal Oak Hotel and stables (and potential 
archaeological site)’ and the two individually-listed abutments of ‘Camellia (Parramatta River) 
Underbridge Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Bridge’. These items are proposed to be removed to 
enable the functioning of the project including road construction in proximity of the rail alignment and 
installation of the required double tracks. These three items would no longer reach the threshold of 
local significance and would likely be delisted.  

The project would result in a moderate direct impact and moderate visual impact to two locally listed 
heritage items including the SHR nominated ‘Alfred Square (and potential archaeological site)’, and 
‘Stone kerbing and tree planting’ due to the project corridor alignment being located within the 
curtilages of these items. The remainder of the local heritage items within the study area would have 
neutral to minor direct, visual and potential heritage impacts and would not be significantly impacted. 

Negligible to moderate potential indirect impacts as a result of vibration or works in proximity to 
heritage items would be minimised and managed in accordance with the recommendations of a 
Vibration Assessment and Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) prepared for the 
project. Other construction impacts including the presence of construction sites in the vicinity of 
heritage items would be negligible to minor and would be temporary.  

An assessment of impact on significant views and vistas within the study area identified in the 
Planisphere 2012 technical report and the Parramatta DCP 2011 concluded that the project would 
result in neutral to negligible impacts on these views. The cultural landscapes of Old Government 
House and Parramatta Park would be retained. The cultural landscapes of the Cumberland District 
Hospital Group, and the Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve) 
would be partly impacted with overall moderate impacts on their landscape values.  

Additionally, 91 items were included in an off-corridor assessment. The impacts of off-corridor works 
would be mostly negligible to minor, and are not considered to have a significant cumulative impact 
on heritage items of World, National, State or local significance.   

The anticipated contemporary design of the proposed project alignment, light rail stations and 
substations would generally allow separation from the historic character of the heritage items whilst 
remaining unobtrusive in design and bulk. The project would be read as a contemporary layer of 
development similarly to existing light rail lines located in the Sydney region. The project would 
provide increased accessibly to heritage items in the study area and enable the promotion of heritage 
values in the localities concerned, particularly in relation to opportunities for heritage interpretation. 
Positive impacts on the Cumberland District Hospital Group as a result of the project would include 
expanded views onto the site and Old Government House and Parramatta Park. 

Heritage impacts would be minimised by implementing mitigation and management measures for the 
study area as well as for specific heritage items. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project background

Transport for New South Wales (Transport for NSW) is developing the Parramatta Light Rail to deliver
a light rail network from Westmead to Carlingford via Parramatta CBD and Camellia. This work builds 
on the actions identified in the NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan (Transport for NSW, 2012) 
Sydney’s Light Rail Future – Expanding public transport, revitalising our city (NSW Government, 2012) 
and Unlocking Western Sydney’s Potential with Light Rail: Western Sydney Light Rail Feasibility Study 
(Parramatta City Council, 2013).

In December 2015, the NSW Government announced a preferred network for Parramatta Light Rail to
link areas that are being transformed by government and private investment, including Westmead,
Parramatta North, Camellia, Telopea, Rydalmere, Sydney Olympic Park and Strathfield. Parramatta
Light Rail would also serve major attractions in the Parramatta CBD including the new Western
Sydney Stadium and the proposed Museum of Applied Arts and Science.

On 17 February 2017, the NSW Government announced that it would be proceeding with first stage
of Parramatta Light Rail. Parramatta Light Rail (Stage 1) (the project) would extend from Westmead
to Carlingford via Parramatta CBD and Camellia.

This report assesses the Pre-concept Design developed 24 March 2017.

1.2 Project description

The Parramatta Light Rail (Stage 1) project (‘the project’) comprises construction and operation of a
light rail service between Westmead and Carlingford, via Camellia. The proposed network would link
the following areas in the region:

 Westmead

 North Parramatta

 Parramatta Central Business District (CBD)

 Rosehill

 Camellia

 Rydalmere

 Telopea

 Carlingford.

The project would include the provision and operation of the following key features: 

 A light rail network of around 12 kilometres in length (including approximately seven kilometres 

within the existing road corridor separated from general traffic and approximately five kilometres 

utilising the existing Carlingford Line heavy rail and Sandown Line for use as dedicated light rail 

corridors and replacing current heavy rail services). 

 A total of 16 stops (subject to further design development). The stops would form a combination of 

side and island platforms depending on the final design of the proposed action and existing 

constraints at each stop location. Platforms would be approximately 45 metres long. 
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 Interchanges with existing rail and/or bus facilities at Westmead, Parramatta CBD, and 

Carlingford. 

 Creation of two light rail priority zones (no general vehicle access) along Church Street (generally 

between Lennox Bridge and Macquarie Street) and Macquarie Street (generally between Horwood 

Place and Smith Street) within the Parramatta CBD. 

 Light rail vehicle (LRV) driver amenities at light rail termini at Westmead and Carlingford and at the 

stabling and maintenance facility at Camellia. 

 An integrated maintenance and stabling facility located in Rosehill. The maintenance facility would 

consist of a number of elements including: 

 Stabling area for storage of LRVs. 

 A stabling and maintenance building including a workshop containing servicing tracks to 

undertake LRV inspections and administration facilities for managing the administration, 

operation and maintenance of the PLR Systems. 

 An automatic train wash plant and sanding plant for replenishing LRV sand boxes and for 

testing sanding equipment. 

 Provision of a number of new bridge structures along the alignment including over James Ruse 

Drive, Clay Cliff Creek, Parramatta River (near the Cumberland Hospital) and Vineyard Creek, 

Rydalmere. 

 Modification (including potential duplication at some locations) of Lennox Bridge (Church Street) 

and five existing bridge structures along the Carlingford Line (Parramatta River, Vineyard Creek, 

Kissing Point Road, Adderton Road and Pennant Hills Road) to accommodate the light rail 

alignment and active transport links. 

 Alterations to the existing road network to accommodate the proposed action, including line 

marking, additional traffic lanes and turning lanes, new traffic signals, and changes to traffic flows 

(e.g. creation of left-in, left-out arrangements etc.). 

 Ancillary infrastructure including up to eight electricity substations and overhead lines and poles to 

allow for LRV operations. 

 Active transport corridors (shared paths) and additional urban design features along sections of 

the alignment and at stop locations. 

 Replacement of existing rail infrastructure along the former Sandown Line corridor, between the 

junction at Camellia Station and the stabling and maintenance facility, and removal of the 

remaining rail infrastructure, east of the stabling and maintenance facility. 

 Removal of existing rail infrastructure at the Parramatta Road level crossing and closure of the 

existing Carlingford Line north of Parramatta Road. 

The proposed alignment for the proposed action is provided in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1: Parramatta Light Rail (Phase 1) 
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1.3 Purpose and scope of this report  

The project is subject to assessment by the Department of Planning and Environment and approval 
by the Minister for Planning under Part 5.1 of the (NSW) Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (EP&A Act).  

This built heritage impact assessment (BHIA) is one of a number of technical papers that forms part 
of the EIS. The purpose of this technical paper is to identify and assess the built heritage impacts of 
the project during both construction and operation. In doing so it responds directly to the Secretary’s 
Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) as outlined in Section 1.4. 

This technical paper considers the impacts on listed built heritage items within the study area and 
includes:  

 Identification of items and areas of heritage significance (including buildings, views or places) that 

would be directly affected by the construction and operation of the project  

 Consideration of the potential impacts on the values, setting and integrity of heritage areas and 

items located near the project and, where such potential exists, the likely significance of those 

impacts 

 Outlining the proposed mitigation and management measures (including measures to avoid 

significant impacts and an evaluation of the effectiveness of the mitigation measures) in 

accordance with relevant best practice guidelines. 

This report provides an assessment of built heritage for the project. An Aboriginal heritage 
assessment and non-Aboriginal archaeological assessment have been prepared as separate reports. 
An assessment of listed archaeological heritage items has been excluded from this report and is 
included in a separate non-Aboriginal archaeological assessment. 

1.4 Secretary’s environmental assessment requirements 

Specific SEARs relating to built heritage which have been identified for the project are described in 
Table 1 below. 

Table 1: Secretary's environmental assessment requirements – built heritage assessment 

Secretary’s environmental assessment requirements Where requirement addressed in this 
paper  

General standard SEARs   

3. Assessment of key issues 
2. For each key issue the Proponent must: 
(a) describe the biophysical and socio-economic environment, as far 
as it is relevant to that issue; 

Section 4.0 and 6.0 

(b) describe the legislative and policy context, as far as it is relevant 
to the issue; Section 3.0 

(c) identify, describe and quantify (if possible) the impacts associated 
with the issue, including the likelihood and consequence (including 
worst case scenario) of the impact (comprehensive risk assessment), 
and the cumulative impacts;   

Section 6.0, 7.0, 8.0, and 9.0 
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Secretary’s environmental assessment requirements Where requirement addressed in this 
paper  

(d) demonstrate how potential impacts have been avoided (through 
design, or construction or operation methodologies);   

Section 5.0 discusses project justification 
and design development in regard to 
heritage conservation outcomes 

(e) detail how likely impacts that have not been avoided through 
design will be minimised, and the predicted effectiveness of these 
measures (against performance criteria where relevant); and 

Impacts would be managed through the 
detailed design process which is subject to 
management measures such as 
involvement of a heritage architect. 
Management of any impacts not minimised 
is discussed in Section 10.0 

(f) detail how any residual impacts will be managed or offset, and the 
approach and effectiveness of these measures.   

Sections 6.0 and 7.0 discuss impacts to 
heritage significance. Cumulative impacts 
are discussed in Section 8.0. Management 
of residual impacts include archival 
recording, reuse of elements and heritage 
interpretation as discussed in Section 10.0. 

3. Where multiple options to avoid or minimise impacts are available, 
they must be justified taking into account the public interest.   

Section 5.0 discusses project justification 
and design development in regard to 
heritage conservation outcomes 

Key issue requirements  

9. Heritage 
1. The Proponent must identify and assess any direct and/or indirect 
impacts (including cumulative impacts) to the heritage significance of: 

 

(c) environmental heritage, as defined under the Heritage Act 1977; 
and 

Sections 6.0, 7.0, 8.0, and 9.0. Direct, visual 
and potential indirect impacts are identified 
for each heritage listed item. Cumulative 
impacts are discussed in Section 9.0. (d) items listed on the National and World Heritage lists. 

2. Where impacts to State or locally significant heritage items are 
identified, the assessment must:  

(a) include a statement of heritage impact for all heritage and 
archaeological items (including significance assessment and any 
unlisted places to be affected that are assessed as having heritage 
value); 

Section 6.0 Significance assessments 
adapted from existing listings are provided 
for each listed item within the main corridor. 
Unlisted potential archaeological deposits 
have been assessed for their significance in 
the archaeological assessment (separate 
report). Unlisted view lines as assessed in 
the Planisphere 2012 report have also been 
included. Unlisted built heritage items have 
not been included in the assessment. 
Schedule 5 of the Parramatta and Hills 
LEPs are considered comprehensive listing 
and were relied on to identify items of 
significance.  

(b) consider impacts to the item of significance caused by, but not 
limited to, vibration, demolition, archaeological disturbance, altered 
historical arrangements and access, visual amenity, landscape and 
vistas, curtilage, subsidence and architectural noise treatment (as 
relevant); 

Sections 6.0, 7.0, 8.0, and 9.0.  
Direct, visual and potential indirect impacts 
are identified for each heritage listed item. 
Impacts from off-corridor works are 
assessed in Section 7.0. Impacts to 
potential archaeology are assessed in a 
separate report. A cumulative impact 
assessment is provided in Section 8.0. 

(c) outline measures to avoid and minimise those impacts in 
accordance with the current guidelines; 

Section 10.0. Management and mitigation 
measures are provided in accordance with 
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Secretary’s environmental assessment requirements Where requirement addressed in this 
paper  

the current guidelines. Guidelines discussed 
in Section 2.5. 

(d) provide a set of heritage conservation principles underpinning the 
works including an approach to material artefacts discovered during 
works, adaptive reuse and interpretation; 

Section 5.0 discusses heritage 
considerations in design. Section 10.0 
discusses adaptive reuse and interpretation. 
Management measures for material 
artefacts discovered during works are 
discussed in a separate archaeology report.  

(e) be undertaken by a suitably qualified heritage consultant(s) (note: 
where archaeological excavations are proposed the relevant 
consultant must meet the NSW Heritage Council’s Excavation 
Director criteria).  

Section 1.6 for brief CVs 

(f) identify potential uses for heritage items to be retained within the 
corridor. 

Section 10.0 discusses mitigation measures 
for retained heritage items.   

1.5 Structure of this report 

The structure and content of this report is as follows: 

 Chapter 1 (this chapter) - Project background and description 

 Chapter 2 - A description of the methodology used for the assessment  

 Chapter 3 - Description of the legislative and policy context, and relevant criteria applicable to the 

project 

 Chapter 4 - An overview of the historical context of the study area 

 Chapter 5 - A detailed project description 

 Chapter 6 - An assessment of potential impacts of the main corridor boundary during the 

construction and operational phases of the project 

 Chapter 7 - An assessment of potential impacts of the off-corridor boundary during the 

construction and operational phases of the project 

 Chapter 8 - An overview of the cumulative built heritage impacts of the project 

 Chapter 9 - A summary of the assessed impacts from the project  

 Chapter 10 - Recommended measures to mitigate and manage built heritage impacts during the 

project. 

 Chapter 11 - References of sources used in the preparation of this report 

1.6 Authorship 

This report has been prepared by Shona Lindsay (Heritage Consultant) and Emmanuelle Fayolle 
(Senior Heritage Consultant) with management review by Dr Sandra Wallace (Director). The report 
was reviewed by James Phillips (Weir Phillips) who provided comment from the perspective of a 
heritage architect.  Relevant qualifications are provided in Table 2 below.  
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Table 2: Authors of this report and relevant qualifications 

Authors Qualifications 

Sandra 
Wallace  

Director – Artefact Heritage 

Qualifications 

PhD (Archaeology) University of Sydney 

BA (Honours First Class - Prehistoric and Historical Archaeology) University of Sydney. 

Professional affiliations 

Australian Association of Consulting Archaeologists (AACAI): Full Member 

Australian Archaeological Association: Member 

Emmanuelle 
Fayolle 

Senior Heritage Consultant – Artefact Heritage 

Qualifications 

MSc Architectural Conservation (2011) University of Edinburgh, UK 

BA History and Languages (2008) University Stendhal Grenoble III, France 

Professional affiliations 

Member of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (Australia ICOMOS). 

Shona Lindsay 

Heritage Consultant – Artefact Heritage 

Qualifications 

MA Artefact Studies (2014) University College London, UK 

BA (First Class Honours) Archaeology and Ancient History (2011) University of Queensland, 
Australia 

Professional affiliations 

Member of the International Committee for the Conservation of Industrial Heritage (TICCIH) 

James Phillips 

(review)  

Director – Weir Phillips Architects 

Qualifications 

M. Heritage Conservation (Hons), University of Sydney 

B.Sc. (Arch) B. Arch, Landscape Architecture University of NSW. 
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2.0 ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 

This section outlines the methodologies used to prepare this built heritage impact assessment. The 
methodologies used in assessing heritage significance for built heritage are provided, as well as the 
methodology used in assessing heritage impact. 

2.1 General assessment 

Detailed heritage assessments have been provided for listed items where a direct impact or an impact 
greater than minor is likely. Detailed heritage assessments have also been provided for listed heritage 
items that have National or World significance, regardless of impact type. This has been provided in 
table format which includes a description, photo, listing information, statement of significance and 
impact assessment. 

All listed items of State or local significance within the buffer for which visual or physical (vibration) 
impacts would be neutral to minor have been assessed in a succinct table. The table includes the 
item name, listing, significance and impact assessment. The number of items, particularly in 
Parramatta, would make a detailed assessment for each impracticable.  

Heritage impact assessments for LEP items are included as a summary under each precinct, with the 
full assessment provided in Appendix A. Alfred Square (and potential archaeological site) is included 
under the SHR section as it has been nominated for SHR and is currently under consideration.  

An appendix (Appendix B) has been prepared which provides register search table listings for the 
multiple Section 170 Heritage & Conservation (s170) items located within the wider curtilage of 
specific heritage items. The s170 listings have been grouped under a common s170 item in the 
register search table provided in Section 3.2.1 of this report.  

2.1.1 Assumptions 

This built heritage impact assessment is based on the following assumptions: 

 As the reference design has not been completed, this assessment was based on the Pre-concept 

Design developed 24 March 2017 

 The assessment for Cumberland District Hospital Precinct has assumed the Urban Growth 

development application would demolish buildings east of the Parramatta River including Building 

C52a, Building C67 and Building C72. The removal of these three buildings is not part of the 

scope of this project, however the demolition would facilitate the alignment of the project through 

this area 

 It is assumed the off-corridor works would primarily involve rearrangement and relaying of traffic 

services including ancillary infrastructure, active transport corridors and additional urban design 

features.  

2.2 Identification of study elements 

2.2.1 Study area 

In general terms the project runs from Westmead to Rosehill (via Parramatta CBD and Camellia) with 
a branch to Carlingford. The indicative alignment for the project is shown in Figure 1. The alignment, 
construction footprint, off-corridor works areas, and compounds are referred to as the ‘project area’.  
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For the purpose of this investigation, an assessment boundary has been defined as a 25-metre buffer 
around the project area. The project area and the buffer are collectively referred to as the ‘study area’ 
in this report unless otherwise stated.  

The application of a buffer around the alignment helps to identify heritage items potentially located 
within the visual catchment of the project and where potential visual impacts on that item may occur. 
It also supports assessment of other potential indirect impacts on heritage fabric (for example, as a 
result of vibration).  

World Heritage List (WHL), National Heritage List (NHL) or State Heritage Register (SHR) items 
which are outside the 25m buffer but may be subject to visual impacts are also assessed.   

The project area has been divided into precincts to structure the assessment. Cumberland District 
Hospital Group is located within both Westmead Precinct and Parramatta North Precinct. The detailed 
assessment for Cumberland District Hospital Group is included in Parramatta North Precinct as most 
impacts will occur within this precinct. Camellia (Parramatta River) Underbridge Abutments/Clyde 
Carlingford Bridge abutments (Southern) are split between Rosehill & Camellia Precinct and 
Carlingford Precinct, and the detailed assessment is included in the Carlingford Precinct for 
consistency. 

2.2.2 Heritage-listed items 

Heritage listed items and significant views and vistas were identified through a search of relevant 
State and federal statutory heritage registers:  

 World Heritage List (WHL) 

 Commonwealth Heritage List (CHL) 

 National Heritage List (NHL) 

 State Heritage Register (SHR) 

 Parramatta Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2011 

 Parramatta Development Control Plan (DCP) 2011 

 Amendment to Parramatta DCP 2011 – Parramatta North Urban Transformation Special Precinct 

Provisions (2017) 

 The Hills LEP 2012 

 Section 170 Heritage and Conservation Registers for Sydney Water, Roads and Maritime 

Services, RailCorp, Department of Health, Department of Primary Industries, Attorney General’s 

Department, Parramatta Park Trust, and Western Sydney University 

 NSW State Heritage Inventory database. 

Non-statutory registers were not included in the search.  

Items listed on these registers have been previously assessed against the NSW Heritage 
Assessment guidelines (as outlined in Section 2.3.2). Statements of heritage significance, based on 
the NSW Heritage Assessment guidelines, as they appear in relevant heritage inventory sheets and 
documents, are provided throughout this assessment. No additional assessment of significance has 
been undertaken. 

Where relevant, Conservation Management Plans (CMP) and other heritage management 
documents, guidelines and previous assessments have been utilised to provide additional information 
regarding heritage significance and management. 
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Assessment of unlisted built heritage items has not been undertaken for this report. It is assumed the 
LEP listings, based on an LGA wide heritage study, are an accurate representation of the heritage 
values of the locality. Unlisted archaeological values have been assessed in a separate report.   

2.2.3 Site survey 

Following a register search and preliminary desktop impact assessment, a targeted site visit was 
conducted by Shona Lindsay and Emmanuelle Fayolle in December 2016. The site visit focused on 
items that were likely to be directly impacted, or were likely to have more than a minor visual impact. 
Particular focus has been given to the National and World heritage items. Photos of view lines, 
especially in relation to the Old Government House & Domain have been taken based on view lines 
identified in the DCP and relevant CMPs.  

The targeted site visit carried out by Artefact excluded built heritage items that were underground or 
not publicly accessible. This included two underground items listed under the Parramatta Local 
Environmental Plan (LEP): Heritage brick drain (item I360) and Convict drain (item I647). Impact 
assessment of these two items is included in the separate archaeological assessment. 

The grave of Eliner Magee and child (Parramatta LEP item I3) and Camellia (Parramatta River) 
Underbridge Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Bridge south abutment (RailCorp s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register, also listed under the Parramatta LEP item I2), were not accessible at the time 
of the site visit. 

2.3 Heritage significance assessment  

2.3.1 Heritage studies 

Several heritage investigations have been previously undertaken within, or close to the study area 
that provide information which assists in evaluating the heritage significance of heritage items within 
the study area. These have been listed below: 

Westmead Precinct 

 Casey & Lowe October 2014. Baseline Archaeological Assessment & Statement of Heritage 

Impact Historical Archaeology. Cumberland Precinct, Sports & Leisure Precinct, Parramatta North 

Urban Renewal – Rezoning. Report to UrbanGrowth NSW.  

 Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 2008. Australian Convict Sites. 

World Heritage Nomination.  

 The National Trust of Australia 2008. Old Government House and Domain, Parramatta Park. 

Management Plan.  

 Parramatta Park Trust 2007. Parramatta Park Conservation and Management Plan, Vol. 1. 

 Tanner Kibble Denton Architects October 2013. Cumberland Precinct, North Parramatta 

Government Lands. Built Heritage and European Archaeology Study. Prepared for Urbangrowth 

NSW. 

 Tanner Kibble Denton Architects May 2016. Parramatta North Historic Sites. Conservation 

Management Plan. Prepared for Urbangrowth NSW.  

Parramatta North Precinct 

 Suters Architects Snell 1995. St Patrick’s Cemetery Conservation Plan.  
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Parramatta CBD Precinct 

 NBRS & Partners June 2013. Statement of Heritage Impact. Supplementary Statement. Major 

Project. Mixed Used Development. 330 Church Street, Parramatta NSW 2150. Prepared for 

Department of Planning and Infrastructure. 

 Roads and Maritime Services July 2012. Conservation Management Plan. Lennox Bridge over 

Parramatta River, Parramatta. Prepared for Roads and Maritime Services.  

Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 

 Cab Consulting Pty Ltd and The Tree School November 2003. UWS Parramatta Campus 

Rydalmere Landscape Management Plan.  

 City Plan Urban Design April 2014. University of Western Sydney. Parramatta Campus 

Masterplan. Prepared for University of Western Sydney. 

 Planningmatters, Tanner Architects, and Cab Consulting June 2004. Draft Master Plan (SEPP 56 

& SREP 28). University of Western Sydney. Parramatta Campus. Prepared for University of 

Western Sydney. 

 Truman, Zaniol & Associates Pty Ltd May 2008. Sewage Pumping Station SP0067. Conservation 

Management Plan. Prepared for Sydney Water Corporation.  

Carlingford Precinct 

 Colin Israel Heritage Advice August 2012. Carlingford Produce Store. Conservation Management 

Plan. Prepared for The Hills Shire Council. 

 Koernicke, I. December 1994. Dundas Railway Station. Conservation Management Plan. Prepared 

as part of the Bachelor of Town Planning, UNSW.  

The Parramatta Development Control Plan 2011 has been used for all precincts. The SHR and State 
Heritage Inventory (SHI) listings of the heritage items have been used to provide descriptions, 
heritage assessments, and statements of significance. 

2.3.2 Significance assessment guidelines 

The existing heritage significance assessments have referred to: 

 Heritage Office and Department of Urban Affairs and Planning 1996. NSW Heritage Manual. 

 ICOMOS 2013. The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance, The Burra 

Charter, 2013 (Burra Charter). 

 NSW Heritage Office 2001. Assessing Heritage Significance. Update to the NSW Heritage 

Manual. 

 UNESCO 2015. Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention. 

World significance 

To be included on the World Heritage List, sites must be of outstanding universal value and meet at 
least one out of ten selection criteria. Cultural heritage under the World Heritage Convention include: 
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 monuments: architectural works, works of monumental sculpture and painting, elements or 

structures of an archaeological nature, inscriptions, cave dwellings and combinations of features, 

which are of outstanding universal value from the point of view of history, art or science; 

 groups of buildings: groups of separate or connected buildings which, because of their 

architecture, their homogeneity or their place in the landscape, are of outstanding universal value 

from the point of view of history, art or science; 

sites: works of man or the combined works of nature and of man, and areas including archaeological 
sites which are of outstanding universal value from the historical, aesthetic, ethnological or 
anthropological points of view.1National significance 

The National Heritage List has been established to list places of outstanding heritage significance to 
Australia. It includes natural, historic and Indigenous places that are of outstanding national heritage 
value to the Australian nation. The heritage values of an item are assessed against nine criteria, then 
the significance is assessed against a threshold. This determines whether an item has outstanding 
heritage value to the nation.2  

State and local significance  

Determining the significance of heritage items is undertaken by utilising a system of assessment 
centred on the Burra Charter of Australia International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS). 
The principles of the charter are relevant to the assessment, conservation and management of sites. 
The assessment of heritage significance is outlined through legislation in the Heritage Act 1977 and 
implemented through the NSW Heritage Manual.3  

If an item meets one of the seven heritage criteria, and retains the integrity of its key attributes, it can 
be considered to have heritage significance. The significance of an item can then be assessed as 
being of local or State significance.  

‘State heritage significance’, in relation to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct, 
means significance to the State in relation to the historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, 
architectural, natural or aesthetic value of the item. 

‘Local heritage significance’, in relation to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct, 
means significance to an area in relation to the historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, 
architectural, natural or aesthetic value of the item.4  

The assessment of significance will result in a succinct statement of heritage significance that 
summarises the values of the place, site, resource, deposit or feature. The heritage significance 
assessment criteria are as follows: 

Table 3: NSW heritage assessment criteria 

Criteria Description 

A – Historical 
Significance 

An item is important in the course or pattern of NSW’s or the local area’s cultural or 
natural history.  

                                                      
1 Department of the Environment and Energy World heritage criteria.  
2 Department of the Environment and Energy National Heritage List criteria. 
3 NSW Heritage Office 1996; 25-27 
4 This section is an extract based on the Heritage Office Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites 
and Relics 2009:6. 
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Criteria Description 

B – Associative 
Significance 

An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a person, or 
group of persons, of importance in NSW’s or the local area’s cultural or natural 
history.  

C – Aesthetic 
Significance 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree 
of creative or technical achievement in NSW or the local area.  

D – Social 
Significance 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural 
group in NSW or the local area for social, cultural or spiritual reasons.  

E – Research 
Potential 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of 
NSW or the local area’s cultural or natural history.  

F – Rarity An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s or the local 
area’s cultural or natural history.  

G - 
Representativeness 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
NSW’s or the local area’s cultural or natural places, or cultural or natural 
environments. 

2.3.3 Grading of significance 

This report includes an assessment of the relative contributions of individual elements of heritage 
items to its heritage value. These assessments were based on the standard grades of significance set 
out in the NSW Heritage Office publication Assessing Heritage Significance shown in Table 4.5 Where 
significance of elements is discussed in listings or CMPs, these grades are used unless additional 
information has been presented that would justify a change.  

Table 4: Standard grades of significance 

Grading Justification Status 

Exceptional 
(E) 

Rare or outstanding element 
directly contributing to an item’s 
local and State significance 

Fulfils criteria for local or State listing 

High (H)  
High degree of original fabric. 
Demonstrates a key element of the 
item’s significance. Alterations do 
not detract from significance. 

Fulfils criteria for local or State listing 

Moderate 
(M) 

Altered or modified elements. 
Elements with little heritage value, 
but which contribute to the overall 
significance of the item. 

Fulfils criteria for local or State listing 

Little (L) Alterations detract from 
significance. Difficult to interpret. Does not fulfil criteria for local or State listing 

Intrusive (I) Damaging to the item’s heritage 
significance. Does not fulfil criteria for local or State listing 

The grading of elements is based on historical research and descriptions gathered for each element. 
These descriptions have been primarily extracted from the State Heritage Inventory. The reports 

                                                      
5 NSW Heritage Office 2001. Assessing Heritage Significance.  
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consulted included Statements of Heritage Impacts submitted in the context of recent development 
applications and recent heritage studies.  

2.4 Heritage impact assessment 

2.4.1 Impact assessment guidelines 

This report has been prepared in accordance with the following documents: 

 Heritage Office and Department of Urban Affairs and Planning 1996. NSW Heritage Manual. 

 ICOMOS 2011. Guidance on Heritage Impact Assessments for Cultural World Heritage Properties. 

 ICOMOS 2013. The Burra Charter. 

 NSW Heritage Office 2002. Statements of Heritage Impact. Update to the NSW Heritage Manual. 

CMPs for specific heritage items, where they exist, have been referred to in regards to assessing 
against conservation policies.  

The combination of all curtilages has been used for assessment purposes when a listed item has 
multiple heritage curtilages. 

Justifications for heritage impacts including information on optioneering have been included where 
possible in accordance with the Statements of Heritage Impact 2002 document. Justifications and 
options have been included for heritage items of World, National and State significance along the 
project alignment where impacts are expected. Items of local significance along the project alignment 
with moderate to major direct and visual impacts have also been included. Impacts arising from off-
corridor works, which are generally minor or less, have not had specific justifications and options 
addressed beyond the general assumptions made in the relevant EIS chapter. Additional information 
on broader project options assessment and justification is provided in the EIS.  

2.4.2 Types of impact 

An impact assessment is provided for direct, potential indirect and visual impacts. Each type of impact 
is described in Table 5 below and is used in Section 6.0 of this report. 

Table 5: Terminology for heritage impact types 

Impact Definition 

Direct Impacts resulting from works located within the curtilage boundaries of the heritage item. 

Visual 
Impact to views, vistas and setting of the heritage item resulting from proposed works inside or 
outside the curtilage boundaries of the heritage item. 

Potential 
indirect 

Impacts resulting from increased noise, vibrations and construction works located outside the 
curtilage boundaries of the heritage item. 

To consistently identify the potential impact of the proposed works, the terminology contained in Table 
5 has been referenced throughout this document.  

Once levels of all three types of impacts are assessed, adverse and positive impacts to aspects of 
significance are balanced to assess an overall level of impact to the heritage significance of the listed 
item as a result of the project.  
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 Potential direct impact assessment 

Vibration arising from construction or excavation work has the potential to impact on the fabric of 
heritage items, potentially causing subsidence, or affecting structural integrity.  

In locations where heritage items are adjacent to demolition, construction or excavation works, an 
assessment of potential impact through vibration has been undertaken. This is provided in Section 6.0 
of this report.  

A conservative vibration damage screening level of 7.5 millimetres per second peak particle velocity 
has been adopted for the project. This screening level has been established with reference to the 
minor cosmetic damage criteria in British Standard BS 7385:2 – 1993. The vibration levels specified 
in this standard are designed to minimise the risk of threshold or cosmetic surface cracks, and are set 
well below the levels that have potential to cause damage to the main structure. 

The recommended screening level of 7.5 millimetres per second peak particle velocity is also 
applicable to heritage items unless it is known that the item is already structurally unsound – in which 
case, a lower screening level may be applicable. 

Potential vibration impacts would be assessed by applying the following methodology: 

 Where vibration levels are predicted to be below the relevant vibration screening level, potential 

vibration impacts are considered negligible and no further assessment of vibration-related impacts 

on that structure would be required  

 Where vibration levels are predicted to be at or above the vibration screening level, further 

investigation would be undertaken to ensure vibration levels remain below appropriate limits for 

that structure, including: 

 A more detailed assessment of the structure 

 Attended vibration monitoring would be undertaken from the structure’s closest point to the 

vibration source 

 Where the building is a heritage building, and the predicted vibration level is above the vibration 

screening level, the more detailed assessment of the structure would be undertaken that 

specifically considers the heritage values of the structure and sensitive heritage fabric in 

consultation with a heritage specialist to ensure it is adequately monitored and managed. 

2.4.4 Grading of impacts 

Specific terminology and corresponding definitions are used in this assessment to identify the 
magnitude of the project’s direct, visual or potential indirect impacts on heritage items in a consistent 
way. The terminology and definitions are based on those contained in guidelines produced by 
ICOMOS 6 and are shown in Table 6. It is assumed that all direct and potential indirect impacts are a 
result of construction. Indirect impacts (such as from vibration or visual) are assumed to be 
operational unless specified as temporary in which case they are related to construction. 

 

 

                                                      
6 Including the document Guidance on Heritage Impact Assessments for Cultural World Heritage Properties, 
ICOMOS, January 2011.  
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Table 6: Terminology for assessing the magnitude of heritage impact 

Magnitude Definition 

Major  

Actions that would have a long-term and substantial impact on the significance of a heritage item. 
Actions that would remove key historic building elements, key historic landscape features, or 
significant archaeological materials, thereby resulting in a change of historic character, or altering 
of a historical resource.  
These actions cannot be fully mitigated.  

Moderate  

This would include actions involving the modification of a heritage item, including altering the 
setting of a heritage item or landscape, partially removing archaeological resources, or the 
alteration of significant elements of fabric from historic structures.  
The impacts arising from such actions may be able to be partially mitigated. 

Minor 
Actions that would results in the slight alteration of heritage buildings, archaeological resources, 
or the setting of an historical item.  
The impacts arising from such actions can usually be mitigated. 

Negligible Actions that would result in very minor changes to heritage items.  

Neutral Actions that would have no heritage impact.  

2.5 Mitigation and management measures 

Mitigation and management measures have been recommended in Section 10.0 to manage the 
potential impacts to listed heritage items. These recommendations utilise the following guidelines: 

 Heritage Office and Department of Urban Affairs and Planning 1996. NSW Heritage Manual. 

 NSW Heritage Office 1998. How to Prepare Archival Records of Heritage Items. 

 NSW Heritage Office 2006. Photographic Recording of Heritage Items Using Film or Digital 

Capture. 

 NSW Heritage Office 2005. Interpreting Heritage Places and Items: Guidelines. 

 NSW Heritage Office 2005. Heritage Interpretation Policy. 



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 17 
 

3.0 HERITAGE MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 

An overview of heritage legislation is provided below along with the register search results applicable 
to the study area. This outlines the statutory heritage constraints applicable to the project and 
provides a basis for the heritage assessment in Section 6.0 of this report. 

3.1 Heritage legislation 

There are several items of legislation, heritage registers and heritage management guidelines that are 
relevant to the project. A summary of these Acts and the potential legislative implications for the 
project is provided below.  

3.1.1 The World Heritage Convention 

The Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and National Heritage (the World 
Heritage Convention) was adopted by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) on 16 November 1972, and came into force on 17 
December 1975. The World Heritage Convention aims to promote international cooperation to protect 
heritage that is of such outstanding universal value that its conservation is important for current and 
future generations. It sets out the criteria that a site must meet to be inscribed on the World Heritage 
List (WHL) and the role of State Parties in the protection and preservation of world and their own 
national heritage. 

The concept of a buffer zone was first included in the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation 
of the World Heritage Convention in 1977 and recognises the value of the environment that surrounds 
a site. The buffer zone acts as an additional layer of protection for World Heritage sites. It is a space 
that is itself not of outstanding universal value, but that influences the value of a World Heritage site.  

3.1.1.1 World Heritage List 

The World Heritage List contains sites that have been listed by UNESCO as being of special cultural 
or physical significance.  

3.1.2 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) provides a 
legislative framework for the protection and management of matters of national environmental 
significance, that is, flora, fauna, ecological communities and heritage places of national and 
international importance. Heritage items are protected through their inclusion on the World Heritage 
List, Commonwealth Heritage List or the National Heritage List. 

The EPBC Act stipulates that a person who has proposed an action that will, or is likely to, have a 
significant impact on a World, National or Commonwealth Heritage site must refer the action to the 
Department of the Environment and Minister for the Environment (hereafter Minister). The Minister 
will then determine if the action requires approval under the EPBC Act. If approval is required, an 
environmental assessment would need to be prepared. The Minister would approve or decline the 
action based on this assessment. 

A significant impact is defined as ‘an impact which is important, notable, or of consequence, having 
regarded to its context or intensity.’ The significance of the action is based on the sensitivity, value 
and quality of the environment that is to be impacted, and the duration, magnitude and geographic 
extent of the impact. If the action is to be undertaken in accordance with an accredited management 
plan, approval is not needed and the matter does not need be referred to the Minister.  
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3.1.2.1 Commonwealth Heritage List 

The Commonwealth Heritage List has been established to list heritage places that are either entirely 
within a Commonwealth area, or outside the Australian jurisdiction and owned or leased by the 
Commonwealth or a Commonwealth Authority. The Commonwealth Heritage List includes natural, 
Indigenous and historic heritage places which the Minister is satisfied have one or more 
Commonwealth Heritage values. 

3.1.2.2 National Heritage List 

The National Heritage List has been established to list places of outstanding heritage significance to 
Australia. It includes natural, historic and Indigenous places that are of outstanding national heritage 
value to the Australian nation.  

3.1.3 NSW Heritage Act 1977 

The NSW Heritage Act 1977 (Heritage Act) provides protection for items of ‘environmental heritage’ in 
NSW. ‘Environmental heritage’ includes places, buildings, works, relics, movable objects or precincts 
considered significant based on historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, architectural, 
natural or aesthetic values. Items considered to be significant to the State are listed on the State 
Heritage Register and cannot be demolished, altered, moved or damaged, or their significance 
altered without approval from the Heritage Council of NSW. 

3.1.3.1 State Heritage Register 

The State Heritage Register was established under section 22 of the Heritage Act and is a list of 
places and objects of particular importance to the people of NSW, including archaeological sites.  The 
State Heritage Register is administered by the Heritage Division of the Office of Environment and 
Heritage (OEH) and includes a diverse range of over 1500 items, in both private and public 
ownership. To be listed, an item must be deemed to be of heritage significance for the whole of NSW.  

3.1.3.2 Section 170 registers 

Under the Heritage Act all government agencies are required to identify, conserve and manage 
heritage items in their ownership or control. Section 170 of the Heritage Act requires all government 
agencies to maintain a Heritage and Conservation Register that lists all heritage assets and an 
assessment of the significance of each asset. They must also ensure that all items inscribed on its list 
are maintained with due diligence in accordance with State Owned Heritage Management Principles 
(contained within the State Agency Heritage Guide) approved by the Government on advice of the 
NSW Heritage Council. These principles serve to protect and conserve the heritage significance of 
items and are based on NSW heritage legislation and guidelines. 

3.1.4 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) establishes the framework for 
cultural heritage values to be formally assessed in the land use planning and development consent 
process. The EP&A Act requires that environmental impacts are considered prior to land development; 
this includes impacts on cultural heritage items and places as well as archaeological sites and 
deposits. The project is subject to assessment under Part 5.1 of the EP&A Act. 5.1. The EP&A Act 
provides that environmental planning instruments (such as Local Environmental Plans (LEPs) and 
State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs)) do not apply to State significant infrastructure 
projects. Notwithstanding, local environmental planning instruments that have been considered are 
discussed below. 
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Parramatta LEP 2011 and The Hills LEP 2012 

The study area falls entirely within the boundaries of the recently formed City of Parramatta Local 
Government Area (LGA). However, both the Parramatta LEP 2011 and the Hills LEP 2012 cover 
heritage items within the study area. The aim of the LEP in relation to heritage is to conserve the 
heritage significance of heritage items and heritage conservation areas, including associated fabric, 
settings, views and archaeological sites. The LEP lists identify items of heritage significance in 
Schedule 5. Parramatta LEP 2011 addresses historic views when considering the height of proposed 
buildings under Part 4.3.d.  

Parramatta DCP 2011 

The DCP supplements the Parramatta LEP 2011 and Parramatta City Centre LEP 2007 providing 
more detailed provisions to guide development. Parramatta DCP 2011 provides controls and 
guidelines for significant views and vistas in Parramatta under section 2.4.1, heritage under section 
3.5, and special precincts under section 4. The special precinct guidelines also provide significant 
views and vistas that form part of the heritage values of the precinct. The objectives of the 
preservation and enhancement of views and vistas are: 

 To preserve and enhance district and local views which reinforce and protect the City’s urban form 

and enhance legibility. 

 To encourage view sharing through complementary siting of buildings, responsive design and well-

positioned landscaping. 

 To ensure highly visible sites are designed in scale with the City’s setting and encourage visual 

integration and connectivity between places. 

3.2 Register search results 

3.2.1 Heritage listed items 

A search of all relevant registers was undertaken on 8 March 2017 of heritage items located within 
the study area, which comprises the project area and a 25-metre buffer zone. The results of the 
search are provided by precinct in Section 6.0. An appendix (Appendix B) of the listings has been 
provided where heritage items have multiple section 170 listings. The curtilages of these heritage 
items in relation to the project area are provided by precinct in Section 6.0. Heritage items with 
multiple section 170 listings have been mapped under the overall group section 170 heritage 
curtilage. 

3.3 Significant views and vistas 

3.3.1 Parramatta DCP 2011 

The Parramatta DCP 2011 provides guidelines for proposed development in Parramatta. These 
guidelines include preserving and enhancing significant views and vistas. Significant views and vistas 
within the study area are assessed in Section 6.5.4. 

3.3.2 Planisphere 2012 technical report 

The Planisphere 2012 technical report provides guidelines for preserving significant views and vistas 
in relation to the Old Government House and Domain for development in Parramatta CBD. This 
document was prepared to provide for preservation of historic views in conjunction to the predicted 
development and expansion of Parramatta CBD. The study included an assessment of 16 views 
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against the World and National heritage values. An impact assessment of the project relating to these 
views is provided in Section 6.5.4. 

3.4 Heritage landscapes 

Parramatta has significant heritage landscapes that retain the colonial and later history of the region. 
Parramatta DCP 2011 provides guidelines for conserving these heritage landscapes. Heritage 
landscapes are also included as part of the overall significance of listed heritage items and, where 
present, these are assessed accordingly in Section 6.0.  
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4.0 HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

This section provides a historical background for the project area. This includes a brief Aboriginal 
history, an overview of early exploration of the area’s region, and an account of the development of 
the localities constituting the project area.  

4.1 General history 

4.1.1 Aboriginal history 

The original inhabitants of Parramatta belonged to the Darug language group. The clan that occupied 
the area was known as the Burramattagal (Figure 2). The Bidjigal occupied the areas to the north and 
west. The Burramattagal relied on the mixed food sources available from the river and the 
surrounding woods.7 Parramatta is named after the Aboriginal name of the area, meaning ‘the place 
where the eels lie down’ or ‘head of waters’. The Burramattagal also inhabited the Carlingford area.  

Before 1788 the area where the Parramatta and Duck rivers meet (now covered by the suburbs of 
Rosehill and Camellia) was a significant meeting place for the Cadigal from the east and western 
Darug language groups, such as the Wategora, Barramattagal and Bidjigal.8  

Although it seems that most relations between the Indigenous groups and the colonists was peaceful 
in the early years, the introduction of diseases, in particular the smallpox epidemic of 1789, 
significantly reduced the Barrumattagal clan. Land clearing by the settlers also caused widespread 
displacement of the Aboriginal people. By 1830 there were no known survivors of the Burramattagal 
clan.9  

Figure 2: Southwest view of Parramatta painted in 1811 (Historic Houses Trust of NSW) 

 

                                                      
7 Dictionary of Sydney 2008 Parramatta 
8 Dictionary of Sydney 2007 Rosehill 
9 Kass et al. 1996 4-6. 
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4.1.2 First European settlement 

After Sydney was colonised in 1788, Governor Phillip started exploration to the west for arable land 
for farming. A settlement with a military redoubt (a form of fortress) was established when fertile land 
was discovered at the head of Parramatta River. This was named Rose Hill after the Secretary to the 
British Treasury.10 Convicts were sent to the settlement which was located at the Crescent, now 
Parramatta Park. The area was cleared of trees and planted with crops. The Government Farm had a 
house for Edward Dodd, and a barn with granaries (Figure 3). Dodd was Governor Phillip’s personal 
servant who had managed farming at Farm Cove.11 The convicts had huts with gardens in which they 
lived.  

Government House was built near the farm. This prompted the development of the town of 
Parramatta, which was laid out in 1790. The town was planned along a long street now called George 
Street, linking Government House to the original landing place. This was on land previously used for 
crops. George Street was lined with convict huts, a granary, stores, and military barracks. On 2 June 
1791 Governor Phillip renamed it Parramatta using the local name used by the Burramattagal, which 
was the first settlement to use an Aboriginal name.12 Initially the river was the main form of transport 
to and from Parramatta, but an overland track between Parramatta and Sydney was cleared through 
the bush between 1789 and 1791.  

Figure 3: Government Farm in 1791 (Watling and Lambert Collection, Natural History Museum, 
British Museum) 

 

                                                      
10 Dictionary of Sydney 2008 Parramatta 
11 Casey & Lowe 2014 
12 Dictionary of Sydney 2008 Parramatta 
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4.2 Development of localities 

4.2.1 Parramatta and North Parramatta 

Parramatta was transformed from a convict settlement into a township by 1790, with farms and 
homesteads developing in the surrounding areas (Figure 4). Parramatta was the main centre in the 
region for professional services, specialist suppliers, education, and health. The end of the 
transportation of convicts to Australia in the 1840s resulted in the decline of the Parramatta economy. 
The convict buildings in the area were converted for public institutions such as the Lunatic Asylum 
(former Female Factory now Cumberland Hospital), Benevolent Asylum (George Street convict 
barracks), Lancer Barracks (former military barracks), and Parramatta Gaol.13  

In 1860 the railway was extended from Parramatta Junction (now Granville) to the town of Parramatta 
changing the focus of commercial buildings in the area from George Street to Church Street (Figure 
5).  

The first half of the twentieth century again saw the Parramatta CBD continue to develop. 
Development around Church Street, to the west side of Macquarie Street in particular had become 
denser. Additional rows of houses were constructed along the north side of Macquarie Street between 
Charles Street and Argyle Lane and along the south side of George Street to the east of Harris Street. 
However, a number of large open areas remained, including the former locations of the Asylum for 
Old Men and the Australian Gas Light Company works. In the case of the former location of the 
asylum, and Prince Alfred Square, the open spaces then featured zigzagged shaped air raid 
trenches. A tramway was established down Windsor Road and Church Street, but was removed by 
the mid-twentieth century. The Parramatta Hospital also continued to undergo changes during the first 
half of the twentieth century with the addition of more buildings. 

During the second half of the twentieth century, the CBD developed into the modern commercial 
precinct that is seen today. Many of the earlier buildings had either been replaced by larger premises, 
or had been upgraded for a more commercial use. This change also occurred to the east, though 
again to a lesser degree than the western half, with some open allotments remaining. During this 
period, Church Street was also widened to accommodate the increase in traffic volume. The areas 
resumed for the road widening were primarily along the western side of Church Street between 
Market and Albert Streets, and the eastern side between Albert and Fennell Streets. The Parramatta 
Hospital facilities continued to expand during this period. Apart from some structures such as the 
Medical Superintendents Office and weather shed, which were demolished to make way for new 
infrastructure and carparks, the majority of the hospital facilities were retained. The Parramatta 
Hospital was renamed the Parramatta Psychiatric Centre in 1962-3, and in 1982-3 it was renamed 
again to Cumberland Hospital.14 

                                                      
13 Dictionary of Sydney 2008 Parramatta 
14 OEH SHI 2001; ‘PAMU 2860’ 
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Figure 4: George Street, Parramatta from the gates of Government House c.1804-5 (Historic 
Houses Trust of NSW) 

 

Figure 5: Church Street, Parramatta c.1875 (State Library of Victoria, H2009.100/334) 
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4.2.1.1 Parramatta Park and Old Government House 

Government House was set up as the governor’s Parramatta residence with the surrounding area 
used as the Governor’s Domain, originally named Cumberland Park (Figure 6).15 The convict–built 
Georgian estate house and garrison buildings were constructed between 1799–1816. It was used as 
the residence of the early governors, including Governor Lachlan and Mrs Macquarie. Cumberland 
Park was a place for grazing the government cattle, growing grain crops and other produce.16 The 
Governor’s Domain consisted of 2000 acres incorporating the redoubt in the east to Toongabbie in 
the northwest.17 By 1790 the area consisted of the Governor’s House and garden on the Rose Hill 
site; the Government Farm, lying across the river and to the north of the Governor’s House; and the 
Crescent.18 The remainder of the land was native trees and plants, with some clearing for grazing, 
named Cumberland Park. 

The Domain was later reduced to become Parramatta Park. The property was used as boarding 
house for St John’s School and the King’s School until it was deeded to the National Trust of Australia 
(NSW) in 1965. The Old Government House and Domain is one of 11 sites that together form the 
Australian Convict Sites which was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2010. 

Figure 6: Government House, Parramatta 1805 (State Library of NSW) 

 

4.2.1.2 Parramatta Female Factory 

In 1803, Governor King oversaw the construction of a government water mill at Parramatta for the 
colony. A mill race was constructed across the land that would later be used for the Female Factory. 
The mill race carried water from Parramatta River to the mill.19 The mill was used until 1818. 

In 1818, Governor Macquarie instructed that accommodation for female convicts be built at 
Parramatta. It was to be used to house convict women awaiting assignment or who had been let go 

                                                      
15 Dictionary of Sydney 2008 Parramatta 
16 Parramatta Park Trust 2008: 16 
17 Parramatta Park Trust 2008: 17 
18 Parramatta Park Trust 2008: 17 
19 OEH 2006 Cumberland District Hospital Group 
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by their employers. 20 Previously, female convicts had been housed in a gaol to the south21. This 
provided a place for employment, rather than punishment, for the women.22 It was intended the 
women would spin flax and bleach linen. The factory was constructed on the northern side of 
Parramatta River, north of Government House, and was designed by Francis Greenway for Governor 
Macquarie (Figure 7). It had high walls, and the main building was a three-storey stone barrack or 
dormitory building.23 The initial building did not have cells for the convicts. Some of the buildings of 
the factory were used for the female hospital from 1820.  

In 1850, the Female Factory became the Parramatta Lunatic Asylum. It was used for both men and 
women suffering from mental illness and housed destitute elderly persons in the earlier periods of 
operation.24 During this time some additions were made to the site such as the dining shed for male 
patients, and the Criminal Lunatics Building.25  

Other institutions were established within the broader Parramatta Female Factory precinct. In 1840, 
construction commenced on a four-storey stone building adjacent to the Female Factory, serving as a 
barrack-style Roman Catholic Orphan School for boys and girls. In 1887, this facility was repurposed 
as Parramatta Girls Industrial School. Established for training of ‘neglected’ and ‘uncontrollable’ girls, 
the institution operated as the principal child welfare institution for girls in NSW between 1886 and 
1974.26 Now regarded as one of the most notorious institutions of its kind in Australia, conditions 
within the home were harsh and punishments severe. Riots, welfare reforms and campaigns by the 
Women’s Liberation movement resulted in the institution’s eventual closure in 1974.27 

The Parramatta Female Factory site has continued to be used for mental health services and the 
buildings are now part of the Cumberland Hospital.  

Figure 7: Parramatta Female Factory c.1826 (National Library of Australia) 

 

                                                      
20 Dictionary of Sydney 2008 Parramatta 
21 Kerr, in Casey & Lowe 2014: 53 
22 Casey & Lowe 2014: 54 
23 Casey & Lowe 2014: 52 
24 Casey & Lowe 2014: 59 
25 Casey & Lowe 2014: 60 
26 Dictionary of Sydney 2015 Parramatta Industrial School for Females 
27 Parragirls, ‘Parramatta Girls Industrial School’. Accessed at: http://www.parragirls.org.au/parramatta-girls-
home.php (25/05/17) 
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4.2.2 Westmead 

Westmead was originally part of the domain of Government House. Convicts were sent to the site and 
it was cleared of trees for farming to feed the new colony. The lands within Government Farm proved 
to be relatively fertile and agricultural pursuits were met with some success. Small sections of the 
land were granted to settlers over the next two decades for the purpose of establishing farms. In 
1810, the holdings which had previously been granted to settlers were resumed by Governor 
Macquarie. Following this he declared the Government Domain, which surrounded Government 
House. During this period, the Domain was kept as open parkland and numerous shrubberies and 
hedges of orange trees and wattles were planted across the grounds.28 The name Westmead came 
into use when the Governor's Domain was first subdivided in 1859.29 The subdivision of the Domain 
was completed in 1889. The Northern Meadow and Western Meadow of the Domain were split off 
and called Northmead and Westmead. From this time orchards were established by new settlers. 

The twentieth century saw a great deal of residential development in Westmead, particularly towards 
the later parts of the century. By 1943, the precinct had undergone further subdivision. Initially the 
subdivisions primarily focussed on the allotments on the east side of Hawkesbury Road. By this stage 
the current road alignments had been established and numerous allotments had been occupied by 
smaller residential developments, though some open areas remained. On the western side of 
Hawkesbury Road the land remained open. The cemetery, church and railway track had been 
replaced with large open paddocks, a homestead with numerous outbuildings, and a large racetrack.  

By the turn of the century, Westmead had developed into its present-day state. The area to the west 
of Hawkesbury Road is now predominantly occupied by a series of hospital and healthcare facilities. 
The area to the east of Hawkesbury Road has further developed as residential, with most of the 
allotments occupied by larger apartment blocks. The former farmlands of the lunatic asylum have 
since become occupied by larger buildings associated with the Cumberland Hospital, though some 
more open areas remain. 

4.2.3 Harris Park & Rosehill 

4.2.3.1 Experiment Farm and Harris Park 

James Ruse, a convict at the time, developed Australia’s first private farm known as Experiment 
Farm, which sowed the first wheat in Australia. Ruse’s success was rewarded with a land grant 
inclusive of the farm.30 The farm was later purchased by Surgeon John Harris in 1793. 31 In the same 
year, Harris was granted 100 acres adjoining the Experiment Farm land. Harris renamed the farm 
Harris Farm in his name and built a cottage on the site in c.1795. The suburb of Harris Park is named 
after John Harris, which incorporates Harris’s land and a portion of the land grant to John Macarthur.  

Following the death of Harris in 1838, his land was passed to his nephew Thomas who settled on the 
farm. Thomas used the land to farm and breed horses.32 The estate was retained until Thomas’ death 
in 1870, when it started to be subdivided for residential purposes. A boom of buyers were drawn to 
the area with the arrival of a railway platform in 1880s. This led to the development of worker’s 
cottages near the station, allowing the workers to travel to the industrial areas of Granville and 
Clyde.33 Larger homes and varying demographics emerged by 1900.  
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Following World War Two, the area continued to undergo residential and industrial development. 
Residential development was mainly only present to the west of Arthur Street. East of Arthur Street, 
land use continued to be industrial. Numerous additional warehouses and yards have since been 
constructed, and in the later portion of the twentieth century James Ruse Drive was upgraded to its 
present state. 

4.2.3.2 Elizabeth Farm and Rosehill 

In 1793, John Macarthur was granted 100 acres on the north side of Duck Creek. It was on this land 
that Macarthur established Elizabeth Farm (Figure 8). Macarthur soon extended the farm by further 
land grants and purchasing neighbouring lots. By 1798, the farm was over 500 acres in size.34 

In 1883 and again in 1886, Elizabeth Farm was subdivided and sold off. In the 1880s subdivision it 
was marketed as Rosehill by the then owner Septimus A. Stephen. It was hoped that the subdivision 
and selling of the Elizabeth Farm allotments would allow for greater residential development in the 
area. The allotments offered were relatively large for their time, generally measuring approximately 66 
feet wide.35 However, the planned residential development did not prove to be economically viable. 
With the residential development proving to be unviable, the majority of the land grants were 
purchased by industrial companies such as the Australian Kerosene Oil and Mining Company in 
1886, Wunderlich Tile Works in 1915 and the Australian Branch of the Goodyear Tyre and Rubber 
Company in 1926.36 On these properties industrial yards and warehouses were developed during the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Another section of land was purchased by John Bennett 
who developed his land for a racecourse and recreational purposes, which became Rosehill 
Racecourse opening in 1885. Bennett was the instigator of the private railway line that ran from Clyde 
to Rosehill. A station was opened in 1888 at Rosehill, and later connected to the private Simpson’s 
Railway to Carlingford.  

Figure 8: Elizabeth Farm c.1920s (National Library of Australia) 
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4.2.4 Camellia & Rydalmere 

4.2.4.1 Camellia 

Charles Williams, also known as Christopher Magee, was the first person to be granted land in 
Camellia. It consisted of 30 acres and was located on the southern bend of the river leading to 
Parramatta. Williams had been a convict sent on the Scarborough on the First Fleet. He married 
Eleanor McCave in August 1788, settling on his land.37 Another grantee in the area was Lieutenant 
William Cummins. Cummins was granted land by Major Grose in the area, and was later granted an 
additional 100 acres to the east of the existing land in 1794.38 Magee sold his grant to Cummings 
before moving to the Hawkesbury.  

The land grants of Magee and Cummings were purchased by John Macarthur, who extended 
Elizabeth Farm to over 1100 acres by acquiring another grant which he called Glenfindless Farm (825 
acres) granted 8 October 1816.39 These were consolidated by Macarthur with the original Elizabeth 
and Edward's Farm into his Elizabeth Farm Estate.  

Silas Sheather leased part of the land from 1852 on which he set up Camellia Grove Nursery, 
specialising in growing camellias. Part of the land was sold for the development of a station. Camellia 
Railway Station was originally called Subiaco and opened in 1885 when the Simpson’s Railway line 
was extended. By c.1896 the rail bridge over the Parramatta River had been built and the line was 
extended north to Carlingford.40 The Camellia underbridge brick abutments are the only surviving 
remnant of this bridge. In 1901, the station name was changed to Camellia, after the Camellia Grove 
Nursery. The rest of the land remained mostly intact until sold to James Hardie and Company in 
1916. 

A tramway also went through parts of Camellia, travelling along the right of way leased from the 
Elizabeth Farm Estate and crossing over Clay Cliff Creek. This was opened in 1884 after a special 
Act was passed in 1881 allowing for the construction of the private tramway between the Duck River 
Wharf and Parramatta. It was built by ferry operator Charles Jeanneret who monopolised on the 
transport route that connected the waterway to Parramatta. The alignment still exists today as Grand 
Avenue. Both the railway and tramway aided in the development of Camellia as an industrial suburb. 

Industries that flourished in Camellia included galvanised iron and wire netting works by Arthur and St 
John Lysagh in 1884, the Australian Kerosene Oil and Mineral Company in 1885, Anschau’s Tannery 
in 1895, James Hardie and Company in 1916, and Wesco Paints in 1920. Other industries that 
developed in the first half of the twentieth century included Ford Motor Company, Stauffer Chemical 
Company, Goodyear Tyre and Rubber Company, and Commonwealth Oil Company.  

Most of the residential development in the area was for the workers of the local industries. Houses 
reflected this economy, with interwar bungalow style houses and works cottages. Some of these 
houses were resumed with the expansion of James Hardie and Company’s asbestos factory. Most of 
the area is now industrial or left barren as remediation of the asbestos factory and other industrial 
land has not been fully completed.  

4.2.4.2 Rydalmere 

Philip Schaeffer was granted 140 acres by Governor Phillip in the area that would become 
Rydalmere.41 Schaeffer was granted the land to promote agriculture in the area due to his farming 
expertise, and the grant was formalised in 1792. Schaeffer named his land The Vineyard and used 
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the land for producing wine, wheat, corn, and tobacco. It was later sold to Captain Henry Waterhouse 
in 1797 for which he used the land to breed merino sheep.42 The property was then sold in 1813 to 
Hannibal Hawkins Macarthur, nephew of John Macarthur. The Vineyard Estate was expanded as 
Hannibal Macarthur purchased neighbouring lots. Hannibal Macarthur was a magistrate and joined 
the managing committee of the Female Orphan School to the west of the Vineyard Estate.43 In the 
1830s he constructed a large neo-classical mansion on the property. Hannibal Macarthur lost his 
wealth and was forced to sell the land in 1848 to JB Polding, the Catholic Archbishop of Australia. 
The mansion was used to house nuns and a girl’s boarding school was opened in 1851 named 
Subiaco. The school lasted for 70 years, although the surrounding land was gradually sold off.  

One of the buyers of land was orchardist Thomas O’Neill. He subdivided the land in 1886 under the 
subdivision of ‘Rydalmere’ later giving name to the area (Figure 9). Three years later, Rydalmere was 
incorporated into the new municipality of Dundas. By 1891 however, the population of Rydalmere and 
the adjoining district of Ermington was sufficient to separate from Dundas to form their own council.44 

Much of Rydalmere was farmland before WWII. With the connections to water and rail transport parts 
of Rydalmere soon developed into an industrial area. By the 1950s the area was producing goods 
such as steel and concrete pipes, hot water systems, and earth-moving equipment. The nunnery of 
Subiaco was then purchased by Rheem in 1961, demolishing the mansion in the process.45 
Residential development in Rydalmere was directed by the state Housing Commission who acquired 
and built on large portions of the suburb. The suburb still retains the industrial estate. 

Figure 9: Rydalmere Estate 1886 (National Library of Australia, MAP Folder 56, LFSP 806) 
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4.2.4.3 Female Orphan School & Rydalmere Hospital 

When the settlement at Parramatta was formed, Surgeon Thomas Arndell became its resident 
medical officer. For this service, he was granted 60 acres on July 16, 1792.46 The property was 
known as Arthur's Hill. The land was not suitable for agricultural purposes and the site was selected 
for an Orphan School at the start of the nineteenth century. Thomas Arndell was granted another lot 
the Hawkesbury region as an exchange. Parramatta was chosen as it was away from the main hub of 
people at Sydney Cove, the former location of the Female Orphan School, which was thought to be 
detrimental for the children’s morality. The foundation stone for the original Female Orphan School 
was laid by Governor Macquarie in 1813 and construction finished in 1818.47 It was the largest 
building in the colony at the time of construction (Figure 10). The girls were transported from Sydney 
Cove along the Parramatta River to the new building.48 A number of girls at the orphan school were 
the daughters of women who worked at the Female Factory. Women at the Female Factory kept their 
daughters until the age of three, or until they had been weaned, after which the girl was sent to the 
Female Orphan School. The Female Orphan School existed on the site until 1850.  

In 1850, the Male Orphan School (located in Sydney) and the Female Orphan School were 
consolidated, with the males being transferred to the Parramatta site (Figure 11). This was named the 
Protestant Orphan School and existed on the site until 188749. New buildings were constructed to 
accommodate the new students and a hospital was added to the site in 1854. The school was closed 
due to the new boarding system that was favoured by the government, where orphans were boarded 
by different families rather than being housed in one location.  

After the closure of the Protestant Orphan School, the buildings and site were transferred to the 
Department of Lunacy.50 Between 1888-1987 the site was used as the Rydalmere Psychiatric 
Hospital. During this time, modifications of the buildings were conducted to house the patients and 
major landscaping of the site was undertaken.  

With changes in the way mental health was addressed, the building soon fell into disrepair. The 
Parramatta South Campus of University of Western Sydney took over the site in 1993, restoring the 
buildings in 2000.51 The original Female Orphan School building is the oldest three-storey building in 
Australia.52 
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Figure 10: Painting of the Female Orphan School in 1825 (National Library of Australia) 

 

Figure 11: Female Orphan School, Parramatta c.1870s (State Library of NSW) 
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4.2.5 Dundas, Telopea & Carlingford 

Dundas and surrounding areas were originally known as ‘The Ponds’ and were first settled in 1792. 
The name Dundas was first used in the area in 1799, named for the Dundas family of Scotland. Aided 
by the favourable soil, settlers were quickly able to establish successful farms. To facilitate travel to 
the Parramatta store to collect their weekly rations the early settlers marked out a track which led to 
Kissing Point (Ryde), which was surveyed in 1806 and subsequently named the Kissing Point Road. 

Throughout the late eighteenth century and first half of the nineteenth century these land grants 
changed ownership a number of times though land use throughout this period remained agricultural in 
nature. Adderton Estate was typical of the agricultural nature of the region, and is said to have been 
surrounded by fruit orchards that had spread south from Carlingford.53 During this period there was 
little in the way of substantial developments within the region. 

During the 1860s and 1870s, with the growth of the County of Cumberland there was a demand for 
suitable arable land around Parramatta. This, coupled with the land becoming less suited for large 
scale grain and stock farms, encouraged farm owners in the area to subdivide their land. Despite this 
change though, the agricultural nature of the area continued and the majority of the subdivided 
allotments became market gardens or orchard lots.54 

The growth of the area was also aided by the further establishment of roads and means of 
transportation. In 1887, the Government established Victoria Road, which incorporated the earlier 
track used by the first settlers. 

Despite the greater access to the area and the increase in residential development seen around the 
Parramatta township to the south and west during the first half of the twentieth century, most of 
Rydalmere through to Carlingford remained primarily rural in nature until after WWII. By the twentieth 
century orchards had started to give way to smaller poultry farms, market gardens and plant 
nurseries. Although there were attempts to begin planning the urbanisation of suburbs such as 
Rydalmere in the 1920s, the economic depression of the 1930s soon put a halt to these plans.55 The 
semi-rural nature of the area during the first half of the twentieth century is highlighted by aerial 
photographs dated to 1943. The photos indicate that while there were numerous houses present 
adjacent to the precinct by that stage, they were typically low density houses spread along the route 
with multiple associated farm buildings and open paddocks. 

Following WWII, the state planners of NSW identified Parramatta, including the areas around Dundas, 
and Carlingford, as potential growth centres. As a result, during the second half of the twentieth 
century the surrounding area underwent significant residential development. The rapid development 
was aided by the state Housing Commission, who purchased large sections of land in Dundas Valley 
on which to build, including the area that would become Telopea.56 Today, the majority of the 
allotments in the area are occupied by low-medium density houses and apartments. The rail corridor 
itself has changed little since it was established at the end of the nineteenth century. Carlingford is 
also known for the K13 Submarine Memorial, which was dedicated to all submarines and their crews 
lost in both world wars.57 

4.2.5.1 Simpson’s Railway 

The railway to Carlingford was constructed as a private railway owned by Benjamin Christian 
Simpson. Simpson’s Railway Act was passed in 1893 which authorised the construction of the private 
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railway from Rosehill to Dural. This railway connected to Bennet’s Railway which ran from Clyde to 
Rosehill.58 Construction of the first section began in 1894, with the first passenger train to Carlingford 
running on the 20 April 1896.59 By 1896, the line featured stations at Victoria Road (renamed 
Rydalmere in 1901), Kissing Point Road (renamed Dundas in 1901) and Pennant Hills Road 
(renamed Carlingford in 1901).60 Passenger trains from Carlingford first terminated at Rosehill, so 
passengers either transferred to trains from Sandown at Rosehill or steam trams.at Camellia, then 
known as Subiaco.61 After financial difficulties the line was purchased in 1901 by the NSW 
Government Railways. The Carlingford Produce Store and stock markets were established at 
Carlingford Station to facilitate transport of fruit produced in the area (Figure 12). The Carlingford 
Producers Cooperative Company moved to the site in 1927.62 The line was electrified to Rosehill in 
1936 and then to Carlingford in 1959.63 Other private platforms opened along the line, such as 
Hardie's (1938) and Goodyear's (1934). Both companies had private rail sidings into their factory 
sites, as did Wesco, Cream of Tartar, and the Shell Company.64 

Figure 12: Carlingford Station on the Carlingford Line (Trove) 
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5.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

This chapter provides a description of the project based on the current planning and level of design. 
The key features of the project are described in Section 5.1. Section 5.2 provides a description of 
likely construction activities associated with each phase of project. Further details of the project can 
be found in the EIS. 

5.1 Project description 

5.1.1 Key features 

The project would extend from Westmead to Carlingford via Parramatta CBD and Camellia. The key 
features of the project would include the following: 

 A light rail network of around 12 kilometres in length (including approximately seven kilometres 

within the existing road corridor separated from general traffic and approximately five kilometres 

utilising the existing Carlingford Line heavy rail and Sandown Line for use as dedicated light rail 

corridors and replacing current heavy rail services). 

 A total of 16 stops (subject to further design development). The stops would form a combination of 

side and island platforms depending on the final design of the proposed action and existing 

constraints at each stop location. Platforms would be approximately 45 metres long. 

 Interchanges with existing rail and/or bus facilities at Westmead, Parramatta CBD, and 

Carlingford. 

 Creation of two light rail priority zones (no general vehicle access) along Church Street (generally 

between Lennox Bridge and Macquarie Street) and Macquarie Street (generally between Horwood 

Place and Smith Street) within the Parramatta CBD. 

 Light rail vehicle (LRV) driver amenities at light rail termini at Westmead and Carlingford and at the 

stabling and maintenance facility at Camellia. 

 An integrated maintenance and stabling facility located in Rosehill. The maintenance facility would 

consist of a number of elements including: 

o Stabling area for storage of LRVs. 

o A stabling and maintenance building including a workshop containing servicing tracks 

to undertake LRV inspections and administration facilities for managing the 

administration, operation and maintenance of the PLR Systems. 

o An automatic train wash plant and sanding plant for replenishing LRV sand boxes and 

for testing sanding equipment. 

 Provision of a number of new bridge structures along the alignment including over James Ruse 

Drive, Clay Cliff Creek, Parramatta River (near the Cumberland Hospital) and Vineyard Creek, 

Rydalmere. 

 Modification (including potential duplication at some locations) of Lennox Bridge (Church Street) 

and five existing bridge structures along the Carlingford Line (Parramatta River, Vineyard Creek, 

Kissing Point Road, Adderton Road and Pennant Hills Road) to accommodate the light rail 

alignment and active transport links. 
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 Alterations to the existing road network to accommodate the proposed action, including line 

marking, additional traffic lanes and turning lanes, new traffic signals, and changes to traffic flows 

(e.g. creation of left-in, left-out arrangements etc.). 

 Ancillary infrastructure including up to eight electricity substations and overhead lines and poles to 

allow for LRV operations. 

 Active transport corridors (shared paths) and additional urban design features along sections of 

the alignment and at stop locations. 

 Replacement of existing rail infrastructure along the former Sandown Line corridor, between the 

junction at Camellia Station and the stabling and maintenance facility, and removal of the 

remaining rail infrastructure, east of the stabling and maintenance facility. 

 Removal of existing rail infrastructure at the Parramatta Road level crossing and closure of the 

existing Carlingford Line north of Parramatta Road. 

5.2 Construction activities and program 

It is anticipated that construction of the project would take approximately 4.5 years to complete. The 
construction program and methodology (including consideration of staging for the project to minimise 
impacts and disruption to residents, businesses and the surrounding transport network) is still under 
development and is detailed in the EIS. 

The proposed construction activities to be carried out for the project broadly include:  

 Demolishing buildings and structures along the project alignment where impacts cannot be 

avoided  

 Relocation of services and utilities 

 Modifications to the surrounding road network 

 Construction of main alignment, overhead wiring and associated infrastructure 

 Construction of 16 light rail stops 

 Construction of new, and modification of existing bridges and culverts 

 Construction of the stabling and maintenance facility in Camellia 

 Construction of eight substations and associated electrical works 

 Establishment of construction compounds along the construction alignment for stockpiling and 

storage of materials 

 Demobilisation, rehabilitation and landscaping of impacted areas prior to the commissioning 

phase.  

A number of activities would also be carried out before the start of substantial construction works. 

Construction activities would occur along the project alignment. In addition, a number of construction 
sites would be required to construct the project. These include locations to support bridge works, 
substations, and ancillary facilities.  

Photomontages of the preliminary design are provided in Figure 13 to Figure 16. 



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 37 
 

Figure 13: Photomontage of the proposed Prince Alfred Square stop (Indicative only) 
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Figure 14: Photomontage of the proposed Eat Street stop (Indicative only) 
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Figure 15: Photomontage of the proposed alignment along Harris Street (Indicative only) 
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Figure 16: Photomontage of the proposed bridge over James Ruse Drive (Indicative only) 
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5.3 Route options 

In 2014, Transport for NSW commenced preparation of the Parramatta Transport Corridor Strategy 
(Transport for NSW, 2014), which explored the feasibility of a new light rail alignment along nine 
priority transport corridors connected to Parramatta.  

The 13 routes identified were assessed using a multi-criteria analysis (MCA) process which included 
as a key Criteria ‘Minimise environmental and planning risks’ and a qualitative assessment of the 
potential environmental impact of a new transport mode along each of the routes. These 13 routes 
were shortlisted down to 4 options which were further developed to determine a preferred alignment. 

A detailed summary of the justification and shortlisting rational of the preferred corridor is provided in 
Chapter 3 of the EIS. 

An iterative process of design development and evaluation has been undertaken to further refine the 
project along the preferred route announced in February 2017. The design of each element has 
evolved as a consequence of the results of ongoing engineering, traffic, financial, economic and 
environmental consideration, as well as ongoing consultations with other NSW Government agencies, 
local government, the community and other stakeholders. 

Development of the design of the project has involved an extensive program of consultation and a 
series of workshops involving study team members, stakeholders and various interdisciplinary 
groups. This process identified a range of options for definition design elements such as: 

 The alignment of discrete sections of the project’s route 

 Stop locations and configurations 

 Special event running operations and stop design for special event stops 

 Stabling and maintenance facility locations 

 Design elements such as overhead wire pole placement and substation locations. 

Strategic designs were reviewed during the planning and concept design stage to refine alignments 
and boundaries. As a result, the preferred alignment design for the project has been developed to 
minimise direct and indirect impact to heritage. Specific options assessment and detailed justification 
of alignment in relation to heritage items to be impacted is provided in the impact assessment tables 
where possible.  

5.4 Environmental considerations in design 

The design of the project has been influenced by a number of environmental factors. In general, the 
project has been designed to: 

 Avoid known structures including buildings, basements, utilities and infrastructure (including other 
rail and road infrastructure), where suitable alternative options have been identified 

 Minimise the potential for direct and indirect impacts to heritage items 

 Minimise direct impact on property. 

Artefact Heritage have produced a number of memos providing high level advice on the avoidance of 
known significant archaeological remains and listed heritage items to inform the design process. 
Email advice was also provided throughout the design process.  

 Parramatta Light Rail preliminary heritage advice for the Carlingford Line (18 January 2017) 
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 Parramatta Light Rail preliminary heritage assessment for proposed structural investigation on 

Lennox Bridge (5 April 2017) 

 Parramatta Light Rail archaeological work method statement for Aboriginal archaeological testing 

(18 April 2017) 

 Parramatta Light Rail design advice - Robin Thomas Reserve (8 December 2016) 

James Phillips of Weir Phillips Heritage provided input during the design process from a heritage 
architects perspective. 

 Heritage Design and Mitigation Input Parramatta Light Rail (June 2017) 

5.5 Justifications 

Through the design of the project to date, significant work has been undertaken to reduce the 
heritage impacts of the project. 

Justification of the alignment in the vicinity of listed heritage items has been on the basis of a 
comprehensive option analysis (refer Chapter 3 of the EIS) process including optimisation of project 
benefits (particularly in terms of transport outcomes, city building and place making outcomes, 
economic requirements and deliverability and risks) balanced with project impacts. Project impacts 
are not expected to be significant. Comprehensive mitigation and management measures have been 
identified to address any residual issues. 

The following table summarises the justification for impacts on those listed heritage items which are 
proposed to be impacted as part of the proposed project design. 

Table 7: Justification of heritage impacts 

Listed heritage item Heritage impacts Comment/justification 

Parramatta Park and Old 
Government House 

Direct impact on this item has 
been avoided. 

Alignment options for the crossing of the 
Parramatta River at North Parramatta are outlined 
in Section 3.6.3 of the EIS. The preferred 
alignment avoids direct impact on this item or its 
buffer zone. 
 
The proposed bridge design across the 
Parramatta River considered visual impacts by 
aligning the bridge abutments, piers, and deck 
height to be consistent with the existing bridge.  

Cumberland District Hospital 
Group 

It is noted that the Urban 
Growth development 
application for the area seeks 
approval for the demolition of 
five buildings (identified in 
their reports as of low / 
negligible heritage 
significance) which assists in 
providing sufficient space for 
the alignment. 
The project does not involve 
the demolition of any heritage 
buildings within the item. 
Some trees of heritage 
landscape value would be 
removed where they cannot 

The preferred alignment was selected to avoid 
impact on the most sensitive components of this 
heritage item, specifically the Parramatta Female 
Factory Precinct. 
 
The alignment is constrained through this precinct 
by: 
 
- various buildings of heritage significance 
- heritage landscape and plantings 
- limitations on the allowable curve radius for light 
rail track (tight turns cannot be achieved) 
- the operation of Cumberland Hospital. 
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Listed heritage item Heritage impacts Comment/justification 

be avoided given the 
alignment constraints. 

The project has been designed to minimise 
impacts on the heritage fabric of the item within 
these constraints.  
 
The design has minimised impacts by adapting a 
five metre buffer from heritage buildings during 
operation where possible. It has also been 
designed to facilitate a low speed environment to 
fit with the heritage character of the precinct.  
 
The Cumberland Hospital stop on Factory Street 
was developed in coordination with Urban Growth 
to integrate with the future neighbourhood centre 
for PNUT. The light rail alignment has been 
designed to integrate with the proposed roadway 
to be constructed by Urban Growth.  
 
A number of options have been considered for the 
crossing of Parramatta River at Cumberland 
Hospital. This included consideration of other 
alignments that were discounted as they would 
have impacted heritage items such as Parramatta 
Park, Wisteria House and Gardens, and the 
Female Factory. The final design has been driven 
by the need to maintain hospital access across the 
existing bridge.  

Parramatta Female Factory 
Precinct (component of 
Cumberland District Hospital 
Precinct nominated for National 
Heritage listing) 

Minor impacts to cultural 
landscape elements.  

Alignment options for the crossing of the 
Parramatta River at North Parramatta are outlined 
in Section 3.6.3 of the EIS. The preferred 
alignment avoids direct impact on this item. 
 
The alignment has been developed in coordination 
with Urban Growth, to ensure there was limited 
impact on the most significant heritage buildings 
and trees, however some cultural landscape 
elements including plantings and sandstone kerbs 
may be impacted.  

Boronia Building (within 
Cumberland District Hospital 
Group) 

Demolition of building is 
required. The Boronia 
building is not an element of 
heritage significance. 

Retention of road access between Cumberland 
Hospital east and west across the Parramatta 
River is necessary for the continued operation of 
the facility. The Bridge Road bridge is not suitable 
for modification to carry light rail vehicles. 
Therefore a separate crossing is required for light 
rail and road vehicles. 
 
A new bridge immediately to the south of Bridge 
Road bridge was considered the most suitable 
option. Alternative options crossing further to the 
south and connecting to River Road within 
Cumberland Hospital (east) were not pursued as 
they would cause more substantial biodiversity 
and heritage impacts. 
 
Due to limitations on the allowable curve radius for 
light rail track, and safety and operational 
requirements for shared running of light rail and 
road vehicles, avoidance of the Boronia building 
was not achievable. 

St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic 
Cemetery 

There would be no impact to 
the fence line of the 
cemetery. 

The provision of a stop at the corner of Factory 
Street and Church Street will require the road area 
to be widened adjacent to the Cemetery. This is 
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Listed heritage item Heritage impacts Comment/justification 

Tree removals between the 
fence and Church Street are 
required. These trees are 
within the curtilage of the 
heritage item 

further impacted by a narrowing of the road 
carriage way at the start of the Cemetery.  
 
Rail and road design has responded by providing 
minimum widths for curves, cross sections and 
turning paths in this location to minimise impact. ‘ 
 
Further investigations are being undertaken to 
minimise impact of Cemetery land. This includes 
wire free design, consideration of footpath and 
road lane widths, and revised track geometry. 

Royal Oak and Stables Removal with retention of the 
rear stables 

A large section of road reserve has been 
preserved on the western side of Church Street.  
 
The Royal Oak Hotel frontage is not consistent with 
surrounding built form which has been set back on 
the western side of Church for future widening. If 
the project alignment were adjusted eastwards to 
avoid impact on the Hotel, this would impact on the 
large residential and commercial buildings on the 
eastern side of Church Street. As there is no 
setback on the eastern side, any such impact 
would likely impact a substantial length of Church 
Street which is densely developed. 
 
Rail and road design has responded providing 
minimum widths for curves, cross sections and 
turning paths in this location to minimise impact. 
Further investigation is underway to determine if 
the impact can be avoided or minimised. 

Alfred Square (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Moderate direct and visual 
impacts from the construction 
of the Prince Alfred Square 
stop 

The alignment has attempted to minimise impact 
on Prince Alfred Square with one platform of the 
light rail stop integrated into the footpath. Due to 
the minimum design width for the light rail 
alignment, stop platforms and road lanes impact 
on the Square was not able to be avoided 
altogether. 
 
The stop design avoided impact on the War 
Memorial, which would be retained in situ, and 
avoided impact on the sensitive archaeological 
potential in the south-east corner of the square.  
To meet access requirements, two traffic lanes 
have been provided on Church Street adjacent to 
Prince Alfred Square to provide local access for 
residents and business using Palmer St and to 
serve the Riverside Theatre and Novotel Hotel.   
  

Lennox Bridge 

Lennox Bridge has 
historically carried tram 
services. 
Minor impacts at road level 
and major visual impacts.  
Lennox Bridge would 
continue to be a core 
transport connection between 
Parramatta CBD and North 
Parramatta 

Investigations are being undertaken to confirm that 
Lennox Bridge can safely carry light rail services. 
 
Options to place a light rail stop on or adjacent to 
Lennox Bridge were not pursued to avoid impact 
on the heritage structure and on views to and from 
it. 
 
Opportunities for wire free operation of the project 
are being investigated, which would further reduce 
the visual and infrastructure impact on Lennox 
Bridge. 
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Listed heritage item Heritage impacts Comment/justification 

The design considered the two structures of the 
bridge and to minimise impact on the heritage 
structure the rail alignment will run along one 
bridge not through the middle of the join. 

Queens Wharf Reserve 
Minor impacts from the 
construction of the PLR 
alignment 

Constrained between Robin Thomas Reserve, 
Brislington House, and Queens Wharf Reserve. 
 
The road reserve is not wide enough to 
accommodate the light rail infrastructure and traffic 
lanes without impinging on Queens Wharf Reserve 
or the northern edge of Robin Thomas Reserve. 
Therefore strip impacts were not able to be 
avoided. 
 
Due to the sensitive archaeology within Robin 
Thomas Reserve, particularly along the northern 
section, strip impacts on Queens Wharf Reserve 
were considered to have a lesser heritage and 
landscape impact. 

Ancient Aboriginal and Early 
Colonial Landscape (Robin 
Thomas Reserve) 

Moderate impacts from the 
construction of the PLR 
alignment  

The road reserve is not wide enough to 
accommodate the light rail infrastructure and traffic 
lanes. As Harris Street is part of the inner ring road 
it plays an important role in the local and regional 
traffic network, and the number of traffic lanes 
could not be reduced without a substantial traffic 
impact. 
 
Artefact undertook investigation regarding the 
likely archaeological material in Robin Thomas 
Reserve to inform the design development. This 
advice considered various alignment options. The 
alignment along the Harris Street edge of the park 
was selected to avoid potentially state significant 
archaeology. 

Sewage Pumping Station 67 
Minor impacts to the south-
east corner of the heritage 
curtilage 

Impacts on significant heritage fabric were avoided 
by keeping to the south-east corner of the heritage 
curtilage. Sydney Water heritage specialists were 
consulted during design development to assist in 
impact minimisation.  
 
The constraint on minimum curve radius for the 
PLR alignment meant that total avoidance of this 
item was not feasible.  

Camellia (Parramatta River) 
Underbridge Abutments /Clyde 
Carlingford Rail Bridge 
Abutments 

Removal for the construction 
of new bridge over 
Parramatta River. 

The brickwork abutments were designed for an 
older single track width bridge. The abutments no 
longer provide any structural support, as they were 
replaced by new concrete headstocks and 
approach spans when the bridge was replace in 
approximately 1995. 
 
The existing bridge structure is wide enough to 
accommodate two light rail tracks, however the 
approach span and abutments are only a single 
track width. Removal of the abutments is required 
to facilitate installation of the alignment. 
Options considered for this bridge which were not 
pursued include: 
- A single bi-directional section of track. This 
option would substantially impact on light rail 
reliability and journey time. 
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Listed heritage item Heritage impacts Comment/justification 

- Raising the existing bridge to avoid demolition of 
the abutments. This option would have substantial 
cost and property impacts, and because the 
heightening of piers within Parramatta River posed 
substantial constructability and feasibility risks. 
- A new structure east of the existing structure. 
This option would have substantial cost and 
property impacts, and increased impacts on other 
heritage items including The Grave of Eliner 
Magee and Child, and Wetlands.  
 

Rydalmere Hospital Precinct 
(former) 

Direct impact on this item has 
been avoided. Minor 
temporary impacts from the 
construction of compounds.  

The alignment is within the Carlingford Line rail 
corridor, which minimises impacts on heritage 
items outside of the corridor. 
The construction compound is required within 
proximity to the Parramatta River for the bridge 
works. The choice of compound site considered 
open areas to minimise impacts on significant 
heritage fabric. 

Dundas Railway Station Group 

Demolition of the Dundas 
Station infrastructure has 
been avoided through design 
modifications. 
The historic platform and 
reconstructed station building 
can be retained in situ with 
the project operating to the 
north of those items 

The initial alignment design required demolition of 
the heritage listed platform and station building at 
Dundas. However due to the heritage significance 
of the station an alternative design was developed 
to retain heritage infrastructure in situ. 
 
A new bridge is proposed over Kissing Point Road 
to the north. The alignment design was modified to 
run the light rail tracks over the proposed new 
bridge and slew the tracks to the north to minimise 
impacts to Dundas Station and avoid demolition. 
 
Opportunities to improve the interface design 
between the proposed light rail infrastructure and 
the existing heritage infrastructure are being 
investigated, including the possibility of utilising the 
heritage infrastructure as part of the light rail stop. 

Wetlands 
Minor direct impacts from the 
construction of the PLR 
alignment and construction 
compounds 

A minor direct impact on the wetlands is required 
to do modification works on the bridge to install the 
light rail, and install the cantilever bridge for the 
active transport link. Modification of the existing 
bridge was preferred, rather than demolition and 
replacement which would have had a more 
substantial impact on the item.  
Construction compound locations have been 
selected in cleared areas so that no additional 
vegetation clearing is required beyond that for 
direct construction works. 

Carlingford Stock Feeds 
Direct impact on significant 
heritage fabric has been 
avoided. 

The initial alignment design required partial 
demolition of the heritage listed Carlingford 
Produce Store. 
 
The stop has been relocated further to the south, 
and footpath design has been modified, to avoid 
any direct impact to this item. 
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Listed heritage item Heritage impacts Comment/justification 

Stone kerbing  

Some trees and sandstone 
kerbs of heritage landscape 
value would be removed 
where they cannot be 
avoided given the design 
constraints. 

Maintaining access for Cumberland Hospital, the 
future Parramatta North Urban Transformation and 
the existing residential area is a key design 
requirement in this area. Cumberland Hospital 
stop design was developed in coordination with 
Urban Growth to integrate with the future 
neighbourhood centre for PNUT, and is adjacent 
to the Fleet Street / Factory Street intersection. 
 
Some trees and sandstone kerbs of heritage 
landscape value nearby the intersection would be 
removed, particularly those trees which are 
planted within Fleet Street in line with parking, as 
they are within the road reserve area.  
 
During detailed design, opportunities to minimise 
impact on this item would be investigated. Where 
avoidance is not possible, heritage kerbing would 
be salvaged and reused.  
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6.0 HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

The following sections provide an assessment of potential heritage impacts as a result of the project 
for each precinct.  

A table of the heritage items located within the study area of each precinct is provided as well as 
relevant description and heritage significance assessments. Significant views and vistas are also 
provided by precinct. This information forms the base for assessing direct and visual heritage 
impacts. Detailed heritage significance assessments for local listed (i.e. LEP) heritage items are 
provided in Appendix A. 

6.1 Westmead Precinct 

Westmead Precinct extends from Hawkesbury Road to Parramatta River and includes three built 
heritage items (Table 8). Aerial maps showing the heritage items within the precinct are provided in 
Figure 17 to Figure 19.  

6.1.1 Summary of heritage listings in Westmead Precinct 

The table below provides a summary of the heritage items located within the study area for the 
Westmead Precinct. Cumberland District Hospital Group is located within both Westmead Precinct 
and Parramatta North Precinct. The detailed assessment for Cumberland District Hospital Group is 
included in Parramatta North Precinct as most impacts will occur within this precinct.  

Table 8: Summary of heritage listings in Westmead Precinct 

Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number 

Parramatta Park and Old 
Government House (Australian 
Convict Sites) 

O’Connell Street, 
Parramatta World 

World Heritage List (1306), 
National Heritage List (105957), 
SHR (00596), Parramatta Park 
Trust s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register (various 
items - see Appendix B), 
Parramatta LEP 2011 (I00596) 

Cumberland District Hospital 
Group 

5 Fleet Street 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW Department 
of Health s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register (various 
items - see Appendix B), 
Parramatta LEP 2011 (I00820) 

University of Western Sydney 158–164 Hawkesbury 
Road, Westmead Local  Parramatta LEP 2011 (I628) 
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Figure 17: Listed heritage items in Westmead Precinct - Overview 
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Figure 18: Listed heritage items in Westmead Precinct – Detail 
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Figure 19: Listed heritage items in Westmead Precinct - Detail 
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6.1.2 Assessment of WHL item 

6.1.2.1 Parramatta Park and Old Government House 

The following section provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Parramatta Park and Old 
Government House in relation to the project. 

Description 

The Park consists of 200 acres in part of the former Governor’s Domain, comprising landscaped 
parklands, revegetated bushland areas and riverine vegetation along the Parramatta River. The park 
has been divided into distinct precincts and includes important structures including the Tudor Revival 
Gate House, the George Street Gate House, the Observatory Site, the Governor’s Bathhouse, The 
Governor’s Stables and a Dairy Complex. 65 

Old Government House forms one of the precincts within the park, which includes the house and its 
gardens. The house is Georgian, constructed in 1799, expanded in 1815, and modified and restored 
throughout its history. 

Figure 20: View of entrance to Parramatta 
Park 
 

Figure 21: View towards Old Government 
House 
 

  

Statement of significance 

Parramatta Park demonstrates continuous cultivation and land-use from the management of the 
Cumberland Plain grasslands by the Burramatta clan of the Dharug Aboriginal people and later 
through the processes of colonisation, from exploration to occupation, including land clearing and 
building. The first farm to produce sufficient food to feed the penal colony was established here 
beside the river in 1788, saving the settlement from starvation. 

Following Governor Phillip's establishment of the Governor's Domain in 1790 the area contained 
agricultural land, stockyards, lumber yards, and most significantly, the governor's residence and vice-
regal offices. Old Government House at Parramatta demonstrates the growth of the Colony, from an 
impermanent cottage, built with the limited material available, into a grand residence with some of the 
finest extant plaster and joinery from the Georgian period. 

A landmark site, the Park and House retains historical association with successive governors, and 
was the location for significant interaction between Aboriginal and European people. It demonstrates 
early town planning and landscaping design and features strategic and picturesque views and vistas, 
created to frame Old Government House and enforce the status of the Governor over the convicts 

                                                      
65 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Parramatta Park and 
Old Government House” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5051462 on 4/1/2017. 
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and free settlers inhabiting the township below. As such it is a conscious recreation of English 
landscapes of control. 

The Domain was used for botanical and astronomical scientific research, and the Park is considered 
both a European and Aboriginal archaeological resource of national significance. 

The park has evolved from being one of the earliest successful agricultural sites of the colony, 
including the site of the only 18th century vice-regal residence and seat of colonial government 
remaining intact today, to one of the most important and earliest open spaces dedicated for public 
use. The Park has continuously operated as a public park since 1857, reinforced by its gazettal as a 
National Park in 1917. Old Government House was used by governors until 1855, tenanted by the 
King's School and other organisations, and then operated by the National Trust since 1970, as a 
house museum. Parramatta Park retains strong associations with the local Aboriginal community. 

The whole site is a unique and rare demonstration of the evolution of New South Wales and 
Australian Society since 1788. 66 

World/National heritage values 

The relevant statutory listings for Old Government House and Domain are summarised in Appendix 
C. Relevant aspects of the official values are highlighted and particular notable issues discussed 
under ‘Important considerations relevant to the project’.  

Heritage impact assessment 

The project would have no direct impact on the WHL listed property Old Government House and 
Domain. Some minor off-corridor works (consisting of line marking within the existing road corridor 
only) would be required within the buffer zone of the property at the intersection of O’Connell Street 
with George Street and the intersection of O’Connell Street with Macquarie Street. Off corridor works 
along Park Avenue, Westmead would not encroach on the curtilage of the buffer zone. 

Significant Impact Criteria 

The Significant Impact Criteria outlined in the Significant Impact Guidelines 1.1 - Matters of National 
Environmental Significance (2013) are intended to assist in determining whether the impacts of a 
proposed action on any matter of national environmental significance are likely to be significant 
impacts. Table 9 presents an assessment against the heritage values for Old Government House and 
Domain.  

EPBC Major Guideline Questions  

The Significant Impact Guidelines 1.1 - Matters of National Environmental Significance (2013) pose a 
series of questions on the nature of the impact to the heritage values of a World Heritage Property or 
National Heritage Place which are to be considered when assessing the potential impact of a 
proposed action on items of World or National heritage.  

These questions have been considered with reference to the potential impacts associated with the 
proposed action as follows: 

1. Are there any matters of national environmental significance located in the area of the proposed 
action (noting that ‘the area of the proposed action’ is broader than the immediate location where 
the action is undertaken; consider also whether there are any matters of national environmental 

                                                      
66 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Parramatta Park and 
Old Government House” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5051462 on 4/1/2017. 
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significance adjacent to or up/ downstream from the immediate location that may potentially be 
impacted)? 

Yes, construction of the proposed action would occur in proximity to the Old Government House and 
Domain (and buffer zone) World (and National) Heritage Property  

2. Considering the proposed action at its broadest scope (that is, considering all stages and 
components of the action, and all related activities and infrastructure), is there potential for 
impacts, including indirect impacts, on matters of national environmental significance? 

No impacts to World Heritage Values associated with the Old Government House and Domain are 
anticipated by the proposed action. 

3. Are there any proposed measures to avoid or reduce impacts on matters of national 
environmental significance (and if so, is the effectiveness of these measures certain enough to 
reduce the level of impact below the ‘significant impact’ threshold)? 

As part of the ongoing design of the proposed action, the alignment has considered the potential 
impacts on World Heritage by providing an alignment which is located away from the World Heritage 
buffer zone which would minimise potential impacts to the views lines of the item. Locating the 
proposed alignment away from the World Heritage buffer zone has significantly mitigated any direct 
impacts to landscape values. 

4. Are any impacts of the proposed action on matters of national environmental significance 
likely to be significant impacts (important, notable, or of consequence, having regard to their 
context or intensity)? 

No. The proposed action is not expected to impact on matters of national environmental significance. 

Table 9: Assessment against Significant Impact Criteria 

Significant Impact Criteria  Impact to Old Government 
House and Domain 

Permanently remove, destroy, damage or substantially alter the fabric of a 
World Heritage property or National Heritage Place in a manner which is 
inconsistent with relevant values 

No 

Extend, renovate, refurbish or substantially alter a World Heritage property or 
National Heritage Place in a manner which is inconsistent with relevant values 

No 

Permanently remove, destroy, damage or substantially disturb archaeological 
deposits or artefacts in a World Heritage property or National Heritage Place 

No 

Involve activities in a World Heritage property or National Heritage Place with 
substantial and/or long–term impacts on its values 

No 

Involve construction of buildings or other structures within, adjacent to, or 
within important sight lines of, a World Heritage property or National Heritage 
Place which are inconsistent with relevant values 

No 

Make notable changes to the layout, spaces, form or species composition in a 
garden, landscape or setting of a World Heritage property or National 
Heritage Place which are inconsistent with relevant values 

No 

Alter the setting of a World Heritage property or National Heritage Place in a 
manner that is inconsistent with relevant values 

No 
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Visual impacts 

The Domain provides a setting for Old Government House but is also part of the World and National 
Heritage listings in its own right as a landscape. 

Two ‘critical views and vistas’ identified in the Conservation and Management Plan for Parramatta 
Park are considered to be relevant to the project as follows67:  

 ‘Out of Park from the Domain to Westmead, the west and north-west’ (interpreted for the purposes 

of this assessment as north-west towards the proposed Parramatta River crossing at Bridge 

Road); and  

 Views towards the east from Old Government House (including George Street, towards the City 

Centre). 

A more recent visual amenity study by Planisphere assessed 16 ‘important views’ and five settings 
associated with the World and National Heritage values of Old Government House and Domain and 
included important views from outside the boundaries of the World Heritage property to consider 
potential known and future development sites.68 These views were identified through a review of 
previous studies and consultation with the National Trust and Parramatta Park Trust. Of these 16 
views, two would be relevant to the assessment due to the visual proximity (road crossings) of the 
project. These are:  

 George Street - unfolding views travelling west  

 Macquarie Street. 

Both were identified in the study as ‘unfolding views’ travelling west towards O’Connell Street, and 
being of high and moderate significance, respectively.69  

The assessment of potential impacts to significant views is presented in Appendix C. The assessment 
indicates that the project would result in a negligible visual impact on the WHL site and would not 
impact on its World and National Heritage Values. 

Potential indirect impacts 

The project area would be located at a distance from the WHL site approximately 100 metres from its 
closest point. The project area would be located at a much greater distance from any of the built 
structures on the site. Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. It is 
unlikely that the works would result in impact on the heritage item as a result of vibration or construction 
works occurring in proximity. Overall, the potential indirect impacts of the project on the WHL would be 
negligible. 

Statement of heritage impacts 

The project is not expected to result in any significant impacts to the World Heritage values of the 
Old Government House and Domain or buffer zone World Heritage property. 

Overall, the project is not considered to be a ‘controlled action’ under the EPBC Act with respect to 
potential heritage impacts. 

                                                      
67 Parramatta Park Trust 2007:57 
68 Planisphere 2012 
69 Planisphere 2012: 68, 70 
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6.1.3 Assessment summary for LEP items 

The following table provides a summary heritage impact assessment for the LEP listed heritage items 
in the Westmead Precinct. A full assessment is provided in Appendix A. Direct impacts are assumed 
to be neutral unless otherwise stated. 

Table 10: Summary heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Westmead Precinct 

Item Listing Significance Impact 

University of Western 
Sydney  

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I628) Local Visual impact: Minor 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible  

6.2 Parramatta North Precinct 

The Parramatta North Precinct extends from Parramatta River to Victoria Road, Parramatta and 
includes 19 built heritage items (Table 11). Aerial maps showing the heritage items within the precinct 
are provided in Figure 22 to Figure 25.  

6.2.1 Summary of heritage listings in Parramatta North Precinct 

The table below provides a summary of the heritage items located within the Parramatta North 
Precinct and within the study area. Cumberland District Hospital Group is located within both 
Westmead Precinct and Parramatta North Precinct. The detailed assessment for Cumberland District 
Hospital Group is included in Parramatta North Precinct as most impacts will occur within this 
precinct. 

Table 11: Summary of heritage listings in Parramatta North Precinct 

Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number 

Cumberland District Hospital 
Group 

5 Fleet Street 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW Department 
of Health s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register (various 
items - see Appendix B), 
Parramatta LEP 2011 (I00820) 

Stone kerbing and tree 
planting 

Fleet Street (both 
sides), North 
Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I362) 

Oddfellows Arms Inn 541 Church Street, 
North Parramatta State SHR (276), Parramatta LEP 

2011 (I00276) 

Stone kerb and gutter 
West arm Dunlop 
Street (both sides), 
North Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I353) 

Nineteenth century cottages 
25 and 27 Galloway 
Street, North 
Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I367) 

Timber cottage 30 Galloway Street, 
North Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I369) 

Single storey residence and 
potential archaeological site 

495 Church Street, 
North Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I347) 
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Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number 

St. Patrick's Roman Catholic 
Cemetery 

1 Pennant Hills Road, 
North Parramatta State SHR (01880), Parramatta LEP 

2011 (I388) 

Norfolk House and potential 
archaeological site 

465–473 Church 
Street, North 
Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I346) 

Former bakery (and potential 
archaeological site) 

476 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I695) 

North Parramatta 
Conservation Area   Local Parramatta LEP 2011 

Stable (and potential 
archaeological site) 

419–423 Church 
Street, Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I698) 

Single-storey residence 32 Grose Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I706) 

Bicycle shop 458 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I694) 

Commercial building 448 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I693) 

Shop 446 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I692) 

Royal Oak Hotel and stables 
(and potential archaeological 
site) 

387 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I691) 

Single Storey residence 15 Harold Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I502) 
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Figure 22: Listed heritage items in Parramatta North Precinct - Overview 
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Figure 23: Listed heritage items in Parramatta North Precinct - Detail 
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Figure 24: Listed heritage items in Parramatta North Precinct - Detail 

  



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 61 
 

Figure 25: Listed heritage items in Parramatta North Precinct - Detail 
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6.2.2 Assessment of SHR and s170 items 

6.2.2.1 Cumberland District Hospital Group 

The following section provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Cumberland District 
Hospital Group in relation to the project. 

Description 

The Cumberland District Hospital Group is situated on the Parramatta River, within a park like setting. 
It is part of a larger institutional complex, which included the Cumberland Hospital and the former 
Parramatta Mental Hospital. The complex contains a rare and substantially intact 1860s-1920s public 
landscape within generous grounds, containing a diverse plant collection and notable gardens.70  

Figure 26: View of buildings in Cumberland 
District Hospital  

Figure 27: View of buildings in Cumberland 
District Hospital 

  
Figure 28: View of bridge over Parramatta 
River in Cumberland District Hospital 

Figure 29: View south from existing bridge 
over Parramatta River 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                      
70 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Cumberland District 
Hospital Group” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5051959 on 4/1/2017. 
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Figure 30: View north east towards existing 
bridge over Parramatta River 

Figure 31: View south east towards existing 
vegetation on west bank of Parramatta River 

  

Statement of significance 

The following Statement of Significance has been taken from the SHR listing and it is noted that 
although it states it of National Significance, the Cumberland Hospital has only been in accordance 
with its listing on the SHR.   

The Cumberland Hospital is a place of National Significance. It provides abundant 
physical evidence of the formative years of the Colony of New South Wales, and 
the initial settlement of Parramatta. It has been in continuous institutional use since 
1818. What survives of the various buildings, relics and landscapes provides a 
valuable insight into changing attitudes to welfare, criminal behaviour and mental 
health, over a period of 175 years. 

The layout of the complex and the existing relationships between buildings and 
spaces continues to convey the organising principles upon which the different 
institutional uses were administered and structured. The spaces created have 
continuing landscape significance and aesthetic appeal. 

The whole site is located in a parkland setting beside the Parramatta River. This 
reinforces the physical links and historical associations with neighbouring 
institutional and recreational facilities. These include Parramatta Gaol, Government 
House, the Norma Parker Centre and Parramatta Park. All of these sites contain 
buildings listed by the National Trust and the Australian Heritage Commission, 
making this one of the richest heritage areas in New South Wales. 

All buildings on the site have considerable historical interest, particularly those 
structures dating back to the initial use of the site as the Female Factory, 
established by Governor Macquarie. They all provide continuing reminders of the 
original role and function. Most buildings also have great architectural and 
aesthetic value. 

The collection of buildings built for the Lunatic Asylum in the 1870s through to 
1910, are outstanding examples of public architecture. Despite their functional 
simplicity they manifest handsome exteriors, framing the adjoining courtyards in a 
pleasant human scale. Building 1A, with its imposing clock tower, contributes a 
sense of dignity and formality. 
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The architecture of the precinct generally reflects Victorian, Georgian and Classical 
Revival notions of grandeur. Each of the buildings from the 1870-1901 period 
reflects the influence of Colonial and Government Architect's James Barnet and 
Walter Liberty Vernon, as well as FN Manning, the then Inspector-General for all 
lunatic asylums in New South Wales. 

Internally the buildings were functional and rather austere. The spatial 
arrangements however clearly expressed the original uses and continue to evoke 
images of their historical role. The site is also considered to be a potentially rich 
source of archaeological material. 71 

Individual elements assessment 

The individual elements have been assessed against the relevant CMP policies72 in regards to the 
proposed impacts. This has been provided in Appendix D.  

Heritage impact assessment 

Direct impacts 

The project would result in the complete removal of the Boronia Building and five recovery cottages of 
little significance to the west of the Parramatta River. The bridge over Parramatta River would be 
retained and an adjacent new bridge constructed immediately to the south. The existing bridge is of 
little significance and construction of the adjacent new bridge would result in a minor direct impact. 
Portions of significant sandstone kerbing would be removed along Bridge Road and Eastern Circuit. 
This would result in a moderate impact on the sandstone kerbs on the site and a minor impact on the 
hospital group overall. The project would have a direct impact on the road networks of Bridge Road, 
Eastern Circuit, and the Factory Street extension. The alignment of these roads would be mostly 
retained with Parramatta Light Rail to take a more curved alignment to enable the workings of light rail 
trains. The construction of a new bridge adjacent to the existing bridge over Parramatta River would 
alter the road network across the bridge. The project would result in the removal of trees assessed in 
the CMP as having varying significance levels, ranging from low to high significance. Trees of high 
significance to be removed include the fig tree near C51, palm near building C67, the Eucalyptus 
punctate near C71, the trees near C73, the tree on the corner of Eastern Circuit and River Road, and 
the trees along the former Fleet Street alignment. The route of the new bridge over Parramatta River 
and establishment of an adjacent works compound on the eastern bank of Parramatta River to the 
north of the existing bridge would require removal of trees that the CMP identifies as having 
unassigned heritage significance. Where feasible, the most significant trees on the site would be 
retained. The alignment would impact some of the cultural landscape elements of Cumberland District 
Hospital Precinct, particularly vegetation and road alignment. The Factory Street easement would be 
opened to its original form to allow for the proposed project alignment. The 1871 Brazilian peppercorn 
tree and 1870s tree plantings near Building C71 would be impacted.  

Overall, the proposed works would result in a moderate direct impact on the Cumberland District 
Hospital Precinct.  

The demolition plan in the Urban Growth development application identifies various buildings east of 
the Parramatta River for demolition. These include Building C52a, Building C67 and Building C72. 
                                                      
71 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Cumberland District 
Hospital Group” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5051959 on 4/1/2017. 
72 Tanner Kibble Denton Architects May 2016. Parramatta North Historic Sites. Conservation Management Plan. 
Prepared for Urbangrowth NSW. 
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The removal of these three buildings is not part of the scope of this project, however the demolition 
would facilitate the alignment of the project through this area. Building C52a is of moderate 
significance, while Building C67 and Building C72 are of little significance. These buildings have all 
been recommended for removal in the recent CMP in order to reinstate original view lines and 
enhance the setting of the elements of high and exceptional significance within the site. 

Visual impacts 

The proposed project alignment and Cumberland Hospital light rail stop would introduce new visual 
elements within the landscape of the Cumberland District Hospital Precinct. The light rail tracks would 
remain unobtrusive at ground level and would result in a minor visual impact on the item. The 
construction of a new bridge to the south of the existing Parramatta River bridge would change 
significant views south from the bridge towards the nineteenth century landscape and towards 
building C53 (Transcultural Mental Health Centre, formerly the Administration Block-Admissions), the 
Female Factory/Lunatic Asylum Precinct, and the Hospital for the Insane Precinct. Dependent on the 
height and design of the proposed bridge, the potential visual impact on significant views south would 
be moderate. The removal of trees within the Cumberland District Hospital Precinct would alter the 
visual landscape of the area and this aspect of the project would result in a moderate visual impact. 
The removal of trees with unassigned heritage significance along the banks of the Parramatta River 
to accommodate the route of the new bridge and adjacent works compound, while having minor direct 
impacts, would alter the significant cultural landscape and setting of the Cumberland District Hospital 
Precinct. The location of the Cumberland Hospital light rail stop near Building C89 and Building C90, 
which are of moderate significance, avoids potential visual impact to highly significant buildings, and 
would result in a minor visual impact. Views on Factory Street towards the hospital precinct would be 
enlarged, which would result in a positive impact.  

Overall, the proposed works would result in a moderate visual impact on the Cumberland District 
Hospital Precinct  

Potential indirect impacts 

There are potential indirect impacts from vibrations and works in proximity to heritage buildings. 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of significant Buildings C52, C65, C70, and C89 would 
experience vibration levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures outlined in the Noise 
and Vibration Impact Assessment. There are potential indirect impacts to trees through proximity to 
underground root systems.  

The proposed works would have a minor potential indirect impact overall provided that mitigation and 
management measures are implemented.  

Statement of heritage impacts 

The proposed project alignment, Cumberland Hospital stop, Westmead compound and Parramatta 
North compound would be located within the Cumberland District Hospital Precinct. This would 
involve the demolition of five non-significant recovery cottages and the Boronia building in the West 
Campus and construction of a new bridge over Parramatta River to the south of the existing bridge. 
The project would also involve removal of trees on the site ranging from low to high significance. 
Sections of sandstone kerbs along the alignment would be removed, with potential for reuse within 
the site. The road alignments would be mostly retained, with the exception of the new bridge over 
Parramatta River. The Factory Street easement would be opened to its original form. The proposed 
works would introduce a new visual element into the precinct and alter the cultural landscape of the 
area, which could be mitigated in detailed design. Overall, the project would result in moderate direct 
and visual impacts, and minor potential indirect impacts on the Cumberland District Hospital Precinct, 



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 66 
 

with minor positive impacts resulting from re-instated views. Cumberland District Hospital Group 
would continue to meet the threshold for State significance. The mitigation and management 
measures in Section 10.0 would be implemented to further minimise impacts of the project on the 
heritage values of the site.  

6.2.2.1.1 Parramatta Female Factory Precinct 
The Parramatta Female Factory is located within the Cumberland District Hospital Group, and is one 
of the earliest buildings in this area, dating from 1818. It has been nominated for the National Heritage 
List. As the nomination has not yet been assessed by the Australian Heritage Council heritage values 
in relation to the listing, or curtilage, have not yet been confirmed. This assessment is provided to 
ensure impacts to the potential listing are considered and to mitigate impacts based on the 
conservative assumption the listing will be approved at a future time.  

A separate assessment of the Cumberland District Hospital Group has been provided in Section 
6.2.2.1. 

Description 

The Female Factory (Figure 32 to Figure 34) was established in 1818 - details on its historical context 
are provided in Section 4.0. The main central structure consists of a three-storey colonial building 
constructed of sandstone. The structure was built in proximity to the river, to accommodate the 
occupation of the women to spin flax and bleach linen.  

The site covers four acres of land and is known to contain intact structural features, sub-floor 
deposits, open deposits and scatter and individual artefacts. A panorama of the location of the 
proposed off-corridor works in the vicinity of the Parramatta Female Factory is provided in Figure 35. 

Figure 32: View of Parramatta Female Factory, 
Mental Health Sciences Building 
 

Figure 33: View of Parramatta Female Factory, 
Institute of Psychiatry 
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Figure 34: View of Parramatta Female Factory, 
Institute of Psychiatry  
 

 

 

 

Figure 35 Panorama view southeast towards Former Female Factory Precinct from the 
indicative location of the proposed off-corridor works (Greenup Drive). Remnant enclosure 
walls of later Lunatic Asylum (1848 onwards), carpark and plantings comprise the northeast 
corner of the nominated curtilage for the place. 

 

Statement of significance 

The Parramatta Female Factory Precinct, including the former Roman Catholic Orphan School and 
Parramatta Girls’ Home, may be a nationally significant example of the treatment of institutionalised 
women and children over a long period of Australian history.73 

Views analysis 

The Former Female Factory Precinct is a key component site within the important historic precinct of 
the government and institutional sites that extends from Old Government House and its Domain to the 
Parramatta Gaol, related geographically by their common siting along the Parramatta River and 
thematically by their institutional nature. Visual linkages and historical associations exist between the 
Precinct and Old Government House and Domain, and significant views would extend across the 
river.  

Heritage impact assessment 

Direct impacts 

                                                      
73 NHL Draft Values Statement 2016 
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As part of the ongoing design of the project, the alignment has considered the potential impacts by 
providing an alignment which is located away from the main fabric of the Former Female Factory 
Precinct and would minimise potential impacts to the view lines of the item.  

Ongoing design would also seek to further avoid any impacts to cultural landscape elements, 
including plantings and historical kerbing along River Road and Greenup Drive within the nominated 
curtilage boundary for Former Female Factory Precinct, and consider impacts within the corridor 
through the Cumberland Hospital District Group more broadly.  

Roadworks associated with the proposed action would also seek to prioritise the retention and reuse 
of sandstone kerbing, which would effectively mitigate the level of impact to the immediate setting of 
the Former Female Factory Precinct.  

Visual impacts 

Significant views and setting have not been identified as part of any official values assessment for the 
Former Female Factory Precinct. Notwithstanding, a discussion on potential impacts to its setting are 
provided below. 

With respect to the Former Female Factory, consultation with the Federal Department of Environment 
and Energy regarding the site has confirmed that the place has ‘inward–looking’ values relating to its 
institutional history.74 As part of a large historical institutional grouping sited on the Parramatta River, 
the visual linkages across the river between the Domain and the Former Female Factory Precinct 
would be the primary significant ‘outward’ view. There are no anticipated impacts to this line-of-sight 
by the proposed action. 

The Former Female Factory Precinct has been identified as having ‘inward–looking’ heritage values 
as an institutional place.75 Its primary ‘outward’ visual and historic association is via its siting along 
Parramatta River and cross–river relationship with Old Government House, Wisteria Gardens and 
Parramatta Park. This view catchment would not be impacted by the proposed action. 

Potential indirect impacts 

Vibration levels are likely to be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Potential impact as a result 
of construction works occurring in proximity of the site would be minimised and managed by the 
preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report. Overall, the potential 
indirect impacts of the project on the nominated NHL site would be minor. 

Statement of heritage impacts 

The proposed works would have minor impacts to cultural landscape elements within the broader 
setting for the (nominated) Former Female Factory Precinct, however these impacts are anticipated to 
be mitigated through the outlined recommendations in Section 10.0.  

6.2.2.2 St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cemetery 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic 
Cemetery in relation to the project. 

                                                      
 

 
75 DoEE pers comm 
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Table 12: Detailed heritage impact assessment for St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cemetery 

St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cemetery76 

Image 

Figure 36: View of entrance to the 
cemetery 

 

Figure 37: View of mortuary chapel 
 

 

Figure 38: View towards mortuary 
chapel 

 

 

Description 

St. Patrick’s Cemetery was granted as a 5-acre allotment, however, over time is has been 
reduced in size to accommodate modern road widening and development. The grounds are 
trapezoid shaped, and bounded by roads on three sides. The area is level and features 
intensive tree cover, which consists of historic plantings which date from the 1950s. The 
cemetery is a prominent townscape element when viewed from the surrounding road 
corridors, and is a unique feature within the largely urban setting.  
The earliest monuments in the cemetery date to the 1820s, and consist of generally simple 
Georgian style sandstone headstones. There are 2000 known burials within the cemetery, 
although only around 400 monuments are extant. 
The Mortuary Chapel was added to the complex in 1844 over the remains of Father Thomas 
Francis McCarthy. The chapel is a small Gothic style building constructed of ashlar masonry 
with a gable roof.  
Further design elements were added to the complex in in 1930s, including low fences, a lych 
gate, and more organised burial plot arrangements. 

Significance State 

Statement of 
significance 

St Patrick's Cemetery is of state and national significance as one of Australia's most 
significant burial grounds and as the earliest formalised Catholic cemetery in Australia, with, 
as its central design feature, the oldest mortuary chapel in Australia. Dating from the early 
1820s, the cemetery demonstrates the early recognition of the independence of Catholics in 
a Protestant (particularly Anglican) -dominated colonial society, and important phases in the 
origins, nature and development of the Catholic community in Australia. The cemetery's fabric 
demonstrates an evolving approach to the planning and spatial organisation of the place as a 

                                                      
76 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “St. Patrick’s Roman 
Catholic Cemetery” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5053428 on 4/1/2017. 
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St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cemetery76 

burial ground, the development of funerary customs and tastes, and changing notions of 
appropriate landscape and architectural design. The stylistically restrained Gothic-revival 
styled mortuary chapel is the focal point for a largely surviving formal entry layout, oriented 
towards Church Street, of considerable charm and distinction. The cemetery offers evidence 
of associations with Catholic convicts and Irish rebels; with the Capuchin and Franciscan 
communities; with the wider Catholic community of the Parramatta region from the 1820s; 
with notable individuals, families and early institutions of the Parramatta district, as well as 
evidence of the multiculturalism of the early settlement in its recorded burials of German, 
Italian and Chinese nationals. 

CMP Policies 

The ‘St Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cemetery – Conservation Management Plan’ prepared in 
1995 by Suters Architects Snell has been referenced for this assessment, and excerpts of 
relevant policies are included below.  
 
8.3.1 Layout 
The surviving early layout should be retained. In particular, the main entry pathway form 
Church Street to the mortuary chapel. 
 
8.3.2 Vegetation 
Existing significant vegetation within the site forms an important part of the setting for the 
cemetery and should be preserved. Such vegetation includes surviving early cemetery 
species and endemic native species.  

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would result in a direct impact to a small section of the north-
western corner of St Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cemetery. Trees would be removed that are 
located outside the curtilage of the item beyond the current fence line along Church Street. A 
small section of the heritage curtilage of the cemetery would be partially impacted between 
the existing fence and Church Street. This would result in a minor direct impact to St Patrick’s 
Roman Catholic Cemetery. Potential archaeology is assessed in a separate report.  
 
Visual impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would run adjacent to St Patrick’s Roman Cemetery along 
Church Street. The proposed works would have a minor visual impact where views are 
altered on the Church Street frontage. The footpath would be relocated in proximity to the 
boundary of the cemetery along Church Street, resulting in a minor impact on the visual 
landscape of the heritage item. The removal of medium-size trees located outside the 
curtilage of the heritage item would have a visual impact; however, all mature trees within the 
cemetery would be retained in keeping with the CMP and the existing landscape setting of 
the cemetery would be largely retained. Visual impacts will be minor overall.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
The proposed works would have a potential indirect impact to tree root systems and tree 
branches through works in proximity, and potential indirect impact to headstones and 
landscape features through vibrations. 

6.2.3 Succinct heritage impact assessment for SHR items in Parramatta North Precinct 

The following table provides a succinct heritage impact assessment for the remaining SHR heritage 
items in the Parramatta North Precinct. Direct impacts are assumed to be neutral unless otherwise 
stated. 
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Table 13: Succinct heritage impact assessment for SHR items in Parramatta North Precinct 

Item Listing Significance 

Oddfellows Arms 
Inn77 SHR (276), Parramatta LEP 2011 (I00276) State 

 

The heritage listed Oddfellow Inn and dwelling is located at 541 Church Street, 
Parramatta. The Inn is a two storey Victorian Georgian sandstone structure, facing 
Church Street. The structure presents as single storey from the front façade, with the 
rear of the site sloping away, creating the second storey. There is a front yard attached 
to the Inn, consisting of garden beds and a veranda of dressed sandstone blocks. The 
roof is terracotta tiling, which is a recent addition.  
 
The Inn is assessed as State Significant as a rare example of an intact Inn complex from 
this area, which is in good condition. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral 
There would be no views to and from the item and the Parramatta Light Rail. The 
proposed works would result in a neutral visual impact to the Oddfellows Arms Inn.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in an indirect impact on the heritage item. 
Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential 
impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project 
as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

6.2.4 Assessment summary for LEP items 

The following table provides a summary heritage impact assessment for the LEP listed heritage items 
in the Parramatta North Precinct. Direct impacts are assumed to be neutral unless otherwise stated. A 
full assessment is provided in Appendix A.  

Table 14: Summary heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Parramatta North Precinct 

Item Listing Significance Impact 

Stone kerbing and tree 
planting 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I362) Local 

Direct impact: Moderate 
Visual impact: Moderate 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Stone kerb and gutter Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I353) Local Visual impact: Neutral  

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Nineteenth century 
cottages 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I367) Local Visual impact: Neutral  

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Timber Cottage Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I369) Local Visual impact: Neutral  

Potential indirect impact: Negligible  

Single Storey residence 
and potential 
archaeological site 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I347) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Norfolk House and 
potential archaeological 
site 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I346) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

                                                      
77 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Oddfellows Arms Inn” 
last accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5045131 on 
4/1/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance Impact 

Former Bakery (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I695) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

North Parramatta 
Conservation Area Parramatta LEP 2011 Local Visual impact: Minor (temporary) 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Stable (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I698) Local Visual impact: Minor (temporary) 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Single-storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I706) Local Visual impact: Neutral  

Potential indirect impact: Negligible  

Bicycle Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I694) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Commercial Building Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I693) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I692) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Royal Oak and Stables Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I691) Local 

Direct impact: Major 
Visual impact: Major 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I502) Local Visual impact: Minor (temporary) 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

6.3 Parramatta CBD Precinct 

Parramatta CBD Precinct extends from Victoria Road to Purchase Street and includes 62 built 
heritage items (Table 15). Aerial maps showing the heritage items within the precinct are provided in 
Figure 39 to Figure 43. 

6.3.1 Summary of heritage listings in Parramatta CBD Precinct 

The table below provides a summary of the heritage items located within the Parramatta CBD 
Precinct and within the study area.  

Table 15: Summary of heritage listings in Parramatta CBD Precinct 

Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number 

Horse trough 
Victoria Road (adjacent 
to 353a Church Street), 
Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I747) 

Alfred Square (and potential 
archaeological site) 

353D Church Street, 
Parramatta Local  

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I686) 
(SHR nominated: under 
consideration for listing) 

Anthony Malouf and Co 366 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I690) 

St Peter’s Uniting Church and 
studio theatre (and potential 
archaeological site) 

356 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I687) 
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Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number 

Lennox Bridge 349-351 (adj) Church 
Street Parramatta State 

SHR (00750), Roads and Maritime 
Services S170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register, Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00750) 

Shop 325 and 327 Church 
Street, Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I682) 

Shop 321 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I681) 

Shop 317 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I680) 

Shop 311–315 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I679) 

Former David Jones department 
store 

330 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I683) 

Shop 293 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I676) 

Shop 291 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I675) 

Shop 289 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I674) 

Shop 287 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I673) 

Shop 281 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I671) 

Former St Andrew’s Uniting 
Church, hall (and potential 
archaeological site) 

2 Phillip Street (corner of 
Marsden Street), 
Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I736) 

Former ANZ Bank (and potential 
archaeological site) 

306 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I678) 

Shop, office (and potential 
archaeological site) 

279 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I670) 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

275 and 277 Church 
Street, Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I669) 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

273 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I668) 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

269 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I667) 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

267 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I666) 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

302 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I677) 
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Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number 

Sandstone and brick wall 
286 (rear), 288 and 290 
Church Street, 
Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I672) 

Shops and offices 263–265 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I664) 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

257, 259 and 261 
Church Street, 
Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I663) 

Shop 255 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I662) 

Shop 253 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I661) 

Parramatta House (and potential 
archaeological site) 

243 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I660) 

Westpac Bank 
264 Church Street 
(corner of George 
Street), Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I665) 

Former Rural Bank 16 George Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I700) 

Court house tower 12 George Street, 
Parramatta Local 

Attorney General's Department 
s170 Heritage and Conservation 
Register, Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I699) 

Parramatta District Hospital - 
Brislington and Landscape 

10 George Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00059), Department of 
Health s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register, 
Parramatta LEP 2011 (I00059) 

Marsdens Building (and 
potential archaeological site) 

17 George Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I701) 

Woolpack Hotel (and potential 
archaeological site) 

19 George Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I702) 

Former courthouse wall and 
sandstone cellblock (and 
potential archaeological site) 

223 and 235 Church 
Street, Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I659) 

Shops (and potential 
archaeological site) 

41–59 George Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I703) 

Civic Arcade (former theatre) 
(and potential archaeological 
site) 

48 George Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I704) 

Redcoats’ Mess House (and 
potential archaeological site) 

2 Horwood Place, 
Parramatta State SHR (00218), Parramatta LEP 

2011 (I00218) 

Dr Pringle’s Cottage 52 George Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I705) 

Shop and office 90 George Street, 
Parramatta State SHR (00278), Parramatta LEP 

2011 (I00278) 
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Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number 

Roxy Cinema 69 George Street, 
Parramatta State SHR (00711), Parramatta LEP 

2011 (I00711) 

HMV (former Commonwealth 
Bank) (and potential 
archaeological site) 

215 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I658) 

Telstra House (former post 
office) (and potential 
archaeological site) 

211 Church Street (93–
93a Marsden Street), 
Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I657) 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

197 Church Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I655) 

Horse parapet facade and 
potential archaeological site 

198–216 Church Street 
and 38–46 Macquarie 
Street, Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I656) 

Bicentennial Square and 
adjoining buildings 

188, 188R (part of 
Church Street road 
reserve) and 195A 
Church Street, 38 
Hunter Street and 83 
Macquarie Street, 
Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I651) 

Centennial Memorial Clock 
Bicentennial Square 
(opposite 196 Church 
Street), Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I654) 

Murrays’ Building (and potential 
archaeological site) 

188 Church Street 
(south east corner), 
Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I652) 

Kia Ora (and potential 
archaeological site) 

62–64 Macquarie Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I716) 

Leigh Memorial Uniting Church 119 Macquarie Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I719) 

Arthur Phillip High School (and 
potential archaeological site) 

175 Macquarie Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I720) 

Warders Cottages 1 and 3 Barrack Lane, 
Parramatta State SHR (00709), Parramatta LEP 

2011 (I718) 

Perth House and Stables 85 George Street, 
Parramatta State SHR (00155), Parramatta LEP 

2011 (I00155) 

Convict barracks wall 80–100 Macquarie 
Street, Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (717) 

Ancient Aboriginal and Early 
Colonial Landscape (Robin 
Thomas Reserve) 

143A George Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (1863), NSW Department of 
Primary Industries s170 Heritage 
and Conservation Register, 
Parramatta LEP 2011 (A2) 

Harrisford 182 George Street, 
Parramatta State SHR (248), Parramatta LEP 2011 

(I00248) 

Wetlands Parramatta River Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I735) 
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Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number 

Gasworks Bridge 196 George Street 
(adjacent), Parramatta Local 

Roads and Maritime Services 
s170 Heritage and Conservation 
Register, Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I487) 

Queen's Wharf Reserve and 
stone wall and potential 
archaeological site 

198 George Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I489) 

HMAS Parramatta shipwreck and 
memorials 

198 George Street, 
Parramatta State SHR (01676), Parramatta LEP 

2011 (I01676) 

Tara (also known as Ellengowan) 153 George Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I483) 
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Figure 39: Listed heritage items in Parramatta CBD Precinct - Overview 
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Figure 40: Listed heritage items in Parramatta CBD Precinct - Detail 
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Figure 41: Listed heritage items in Parramatta CBD Precinct - Detail 

  



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 80 
 

Figure 42: Listed heritage items in Parramatta CBD Precinct - Detail 

  



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 81 
 

Figure 43: Listed heritage items in Parramatta CBD Precinct - Detail 
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6.3.2 Assessment of SHR and s170 items 

The following section provides an assessment of SHR and s170 heritage items, and includes locally 
listed Alfred Square (and potential archaeological site) which has been nominated for SHR and is 
currently under consideration.  

6.3.2.1 Lennox Bridge 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Lennox Bridge in relation to 
the project:  

Table 16: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Lennox Bridge 

Lennox Bridge78 

Image 

Figure 44: View of Lennox Bridge 

 

Figure 45: View of abutments of bridge 

 

Description 

Lennox Bridge is a rare example of one of the first bridges built in New South Wales, and 
Australia. It is a single sandstone arch bridge spanning 91 feet (27.73m), the clear span of 
the arch being 23.16 m. It runs across the Parramatta River with approaches in the line of 
Church Street. Lennox Bridge is constructed of sandstone sourced from the Female Factory 
quarry Parramatta. 
 
The siting of the bridge, where Church Street crosses the Parramatta River, is historically 
significant as the site of the earliest documented river crossing in the Parramatta district, 
dating from the earliest years of colonial settlement. Three bridges have been built on or 
immediately adjacent to this site which consequently possesses a high degree of 
archaeological potential. 
 
Lennox Bridge was built between 1836-1839 by convict labour under the engineer David 
Lennox who was the Superintendent of Bridges at the time. In 1867 is was named Lennox 
Bridge after the engineer. Since being built it has been modified for strengthening and access 
purposes, including internal strengthening in 1901-2 for the Parramatta - Castle Hill tramway. 
In 1912 the parapet on the western side of the bridge was removed and a continuous footway 
5’3’’wide was added. In 1934-5 the western pedestrian way was removed when the 
Department of Main Roads widened the western side in reinforced concrete faced with 
sandstone and replaced the original balustrading with an open concrete type. In 1961 a 
section 22 feet long was removed in the south east corner and a concrete slab 10 feet and 
4.5 inches in length was constructed at the expense of David Jones Limited to bridge the 
space between the wing wall and the store entrance. In 2014-2015 new pedestrian tunnels 
were constructed on the north and south sections of the bridge. 

Significance State 

Statement of 
significance SHR Listing 

                                                      
78 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Lennox Bridge” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5051414 on 
4/1/2017. 
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Lennox Bridge78 

Professional, trade and manufacturing practice - example of the work of notable engineer. 
David Lennox. Site possesses potential to contribute to an understanding early urban 
development in Parramatta. 
One of Parramatta's most important historic structures, and one of the earliest bridges in New 
South Wales and Australia. 
 
S170 Listing 
Lennox Bridge is of significance for the State of NSW for historical and aesthetic reasons, for 
its association with its engineer David Lennox, and as a representative example of early 
professional engineering and manufacturing practices in NSW. The bridge, built c. 1836-
1839, was instrumental in defining and creating Parramatta's townscape and until today 
presents one of its key landmarks, widely appreciated in the local community. Its design and 
fabric are of major importance in understanding the early history of engineering in NSW. The 
bridge is additionally rare as one of the earliest bridges in New South Wales and Australia. 
 
LEP Listing 
The Lennox Bridge is of State significance, as one of the oldest extant bridges in Australia, 
and survives as a rare example of early nineteenth century civil engineering technology. It is 
probable that some of the stones from which is built originally formed part of an even earlier 
structure. The original portion of the bridge is significant as one of the foremost examples of 
the work of the colony's first Superintendent of Bridges, David Lennox, renowned for his 
engineering works and innovative bridge designs. Lennox Bridge has been an important 
feature of the Parramatta townscape for over one hundred and fifty years, and as such is 
directly associated with the historical development of Parramatta since the 1830s. Alterations 
and modifications to the bridge structure are the result of the changing needs of the local 
community over time, and reflect the important role of the bridge in the growth of the 
town/city. Successive changes made to the bridge fabric over a long period of time mean that 
the existing bridge structure has considerable archaeological potential. Historically it is a 
conspicuous element of grace and repose in a picturesque Arcadian landscape. The Lennox 
Bridge, due to its visual prominence and aesthetic qualities, today enhances the scenic 
amenity of that section of the Parramatta River which flows through the city centre. 
Widespread recognition of its historic and social importance has resulted in Lennox Bridge 
having many times achieved the status of a symbol for the Parramatta locality. The cultural 
significance of the Lennox Bridge is recognised by numerous individuals and conservation-
oriented organisations throughout Australia.  
The siting of the bridge, where Church Street crosses the Parramatta River, is historically 
significant as the site of the earliest documented river crossing in the Parramatta district, 
dating from the earliest years of colonial settlement. Three bridges have been built on or 
immediately adjacent to this site which consequently possesses a high degree of 
archaeological potential. 

CMP Policies 

The ‘Conservation Management Plan. Lennox Bridge over Parramatta River, Parramatta’ 
prepared in 2012 by Roads and Maritime Services has been referenced for this assessment, 
and excerpts of relevant policies are included below.  
 
7.1.4 Treatment of fabric of elements of different levels of significance 
Fabric of little significance may be retained or removed as required for the future use of the 
Bridge, provided that its removal would cause no damage to more significant fabric. 
 
7.1.7 Archival recording of all changes to form and/or fabric of the bridge 
It is recommended that prior to any developments proceeding on the Bridge which may 
impact on the form and/or fabric of the structure that a full archival recording of the Bridge be 
undertaken in accordance with the NSW Heritage Office guidelines. 
 
7.2.2 Use 
The Bridge should be retained as a functioning road bridge. The continued usage of this 
Bridge as a functioning road bridge is integral to its significance as a heritage item. The 
secondary use of the Bridge is as a pedestrian river crossing. While the Bridge would still be 
a significant heritage item if it were decommissioned, the fact that the bridge is the second 
oldest functioning road bridge (after Lansdowne Bridge) in mainland Australia adds 
considerably to its heritage significance. The need for future upgrading of facilities, and 
infrastructure, to allow for the continued functioning of this structure as a bridge is 
recognised. It is, however, important that decisions be co-ordinated over the whole structure 
to protect those elements, which have been identified as being of significance. This Plan aims 
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Lennox Bridge78 

to provide the basis for co-ordinated decision making that will result in the retention and 
enhancement of the cultural significance of the Lennox Bridge. 
 
7.2.3 Maintaining views and vistas 
Views of the Bridge from the river, its banks and adjacent bridges are impressive reminders 
of the sheer feat of constructing a large masonry arch across the river using unskilled convict 
labour. Views towards the Bridge from the river and the riverside parkway would Depend on 
the retention of open space next to the structure. Parramatta Council should review their 
Landscape Plan of Management for the riverside park to maintain views and vistas to the 
Bridge from the park. 
 
7.3.1 Maintain the clarity of the structural form 
Any additions or alterations that obscure or change the form of the original stonework, as 
seen from view points on the river, river banks and adjacent buildings, and from the road, foot 
and adjacent cycle ways, should be firmly resisted. Critical areas to be considered in this 
regard are the silhouette of the arch, the access stairs and potential access ramps and the 
overhead street lamp posts. Any additions to the Bridge should be made as visually 
lightweight, compact and unobtrusive as possible. It is more important to preserve the clarity 
of the structural form than to conserve the material of which it is composed. For example, if 
part of the structure were ever to deteriorate to the point where structural strengthening 
became necessary, it would be preferable to repair or replace the element rather than adding 
props, braces and the like which would confuse and obscure the form of the structure. 
 
7.6.2 Policy for implementation of new works 
New developments should aim to enhance the use of the Bridge without obscuring or 
damaging the original fabric, it should be ensured that development does not adversely affect 
the heritage significance of Lennox Bridge and its curtilage. The impact on significant fabric 
should be fully assessed during project planning of the design or maintenance process. 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Moderate 
The proposed project alignment would be located across Lennox Bridge, following a similar 
alignment to the original tram that existed at the start of the twentieth century. The alignment 
would be on the original sandstone side of the bridge. The alignment across Lennox Bridge 
would result in a direct impact within the heritage curtilage. As the alignment would be 
located on the non-significant bitumen deck, which was assessed as low significance in the 
CMP, the project is unlikely to have substantial impacts on significant heritage fabric. The 
bridge would continue to be used as a transport corridor (a key heritage value), and the 
historical use of the bridge by trams would be reinstated. It is understood that the structure of 
the bridge was recently strengthened as part of a pedestrian access project. Provided that 
the structural ability of the bridge to withstand the Parramatta Light Rail on a long-term basis 
is confirmed, the project would result in a moderate direct impact on the heritage bridge. This 
assessment assumes impacts to original fabric would be avoided including operational 
impacts such as excessive vibration. 
 
Visual impact: Major 
The proposed project alignment would introduce a new element across Lennox Bridge above 
the existing non-significant bitumen deck. The overhead wiring would interrupt significant 
views on the bridge. This would result in a major visual impact. The Parramatta Light Rail 
would result in a minor visual impact when passing over the bridge and remain in keeping 
with the existing use of the bridge by passing vehicles. Visual impacts on the bridge would be 
major overall, but could be reduced with wire free design. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
The construction of the proposed project alignment would have potential vibrational impacts 
on Lennox Bridge. Ongoing operational vibrational impacts should be managed to ensure 
adverse impacts to Lennox Bridge are avoided during operation of the Parramatta Light Rail.  
 
Overall, Lennox Bridge would continue to meet the threshold for State significance. 

6.3.2.2 Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve) 

The cultural landscape values of ‘Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape’ (also known as 
Robin Thomas Reserve) are assessed in this report, with the archaeological values of the item being 
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assessed separately in the non-Aboriginal archaeological impact assessment. This has been divided 
to allow a detailed assessment of heritage values as they relate to either built heritage or 
archaeology. The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment of the cultural 
landscape values for Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve) in 
relation to the project. 

Table 17: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial 
Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve) 

Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve)79 

Image 

Figure 46: View of landscape 

 

Figure 47: View of landscape 

 

Description 

This listing includes the Parramatta Sand Body Conservation Area and Site of Military 
Barracks. The site is located within Robin Thomas Reserve, on the eastern fringe of the 
Parramatta CBD. The bulk of the site presently consists of playing fields and associated 
infrastructure.  
The Parramatta Sand Body is a geomorphological formation with unclear origins, thought to 
have been deposited by the Parramatta River during flooding events. The bulk of the sand 
body forms a levee on the south side of the Parramatta River, just above the 1:100 flood 
level. The sand body is well developed, but has a varied soil profile. This profile, although 
varied, suggests a Pleistocene age for the sand body. Much of the sand body is likely to have 
been disturbed by the construction of modern buildings, although it is noted that patches of 
intact sand remain. 
The Military Barracks are thought to have been constructed at the northern end of Robin 
Thomas Reserve. The barracks comprised three wings, forming a ‘U’ shape around a central 
parade ground.  

Significance State 

Statement of 
significance 

Parramatta Sand Body 
The Parramatta Sand Body is an important cultural landscape. Archaeological investigation 
of the sand body has uncovered a substantial archaeological record that has contributed to 
our understanding of pre-colonial Aboriginal occupation of the Parramatta area and more 
broadly, the Cumberland Plain. The antiquity of some of this archaeological record and 
evidence of change over time is significant to Australian archaeology generally. For the local 
Aboriginal people whose ancestors lived on and used the sand body for many thousands of 
years before the arrival of non-Aboriginal people, the sand body has special significance. The 
sand body is a tangible link with their cultural past. 
The Parramatta Sand Body Conservation Area has the potential to provide further insight into 
the diet and lifestyle of Aboriginal people in pre-colonial times. Prior to non-indigenous 
settlement of the area, the site would have been an attractive location for Aboriginal people, 
as it had ready access to, two permanent water sources and mixed resources. 
Archaeological investigations of parts of the sand body in close vicinity to the conservation 
area, have revealed evidence of pre-colonial Aboriginal occupation. 
From a geomorphic perspective, the sand body has the potential to provide insight into 

                                                      
79 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Ancient Aboriginal and 
Early Colonial Landscape” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5061073 on 4/1/2017. 
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Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve)79 

patterns of river flow and flood events that could lead to a better understanding of the 
formation of the Parramatta River Valley. On a broader scale, the sand body may be able to 
provide valuable information about changing sea levels in the Pleistocene period with 
implications for possible future sea levels and coastal geography under a warming climate. 
In addition to the archaeological and geomorphic research value of the sand body, the 
Parramatta Sand Body also has the potential to provide valuable insight into the natural 
environment of Parramatta CBD in pre-colonial times. The fluvial sand terrace is evidence 
that Parramatta had a more diverse natural environment than might otherwise have been 
known from historical accounts, which provide few details about the natural vegetation of 
area. Pollen, which may be preserved within the sand body, could yield valuable information 
about the original vegetation of the Parramatta CBD area. 
 
Site of Military Barracks and Soldiers Garden 
The site of Military Barracks and Soldiers Garden is of state significance for its association 
with the establishment of the town of Parramatta and for its association with the works of 
Governor Arthur Phillip. Governor Phillip established a settlement at Parramatta in 1788 and 
by 1790 he commenced building works to establish vital infrastructure for a town. Amongst 
the early building works he undertook, was the construction of military barracks for the town 
garrison. The barracks are also of significant for their association with the New South Wales 
Corps. The NSW Corps arrived as guards on the Second Fleet in June 1790 to relieve the 
marines who had accompanied the First Fleet. Members of the NSW Corps served as the 
garrison at Parramatta and were housed in the newly erected military barracks. 
The site of the Military Barracks and Soldiers Garden is a rare archaeological site. It was one 
of two military barracks built during the period of Captain Arthur Phillip's term as Governor of 
NSW. The site, which was occupied by the NSW Corps in May 1791, has the potential to 
provide the earliest surviving physical evidence of a convict period military barracks in 
Australia. Relics and deposits of the Military Barracks and Soldiers Garden may yield 
knowledge, which may not be available from other sources, about the nature of the 
institutionalised life of soldiers in the early colony. In addition, archaeological remains 
associated with the barracks may contribute to our knowledge of the nature and availability of 
building resources in NSW in the late 18th and early 19th Century. 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Moderate 
The proposed project alignment would be located within the heritage curtilage of the item and 
run along part of its western and northern boundaries. The alignment would involve the 
removal of seven significant trees (six Ficus hilli, one Jacaranda mimosifolia), and landscape 
elements, such as part of the open grassed area. This would result in the reduction of the 
heritage curtilage along the eastern side and the landscape values of the item would be 
diminished. A large majority of the reserve would be retained for continued use. Lines of 
mature trees located across the reserve and along its southern boundary would be retained 
so that the impact of the Parramatta Light Rail would remain moderate overall. The State 
heritage values of the site encompassed in its archaeological potential are assessed in a 
separate non-Aboriginal archaeological impact assessment.  
Overall, the proposed works would result in a moderate direct impact to the curtilage and 
landscape values of the Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve). 
The item would continue to meet the threshold for State significance. 
 
Visual impact: Moderate 
The proposed project alignment would introduce a new element to the visual landscape of 
the Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve). The 
proposed curtilage reduction and removal of three mature fig trees would result in a visual 
impact to the landscape values. The proposed project alignment would concentrate on the 
edges of the park and run along part of the western and northern boundaries so that the 
overall open landscape layout of the reserve would be retained. There would be a visual 
impact as a result of the overhead wiring above the rail alignment. The proposed project 
alignment would result in a moderate visual impact to the Aboriginal and Early Colonial 
Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve) overall. The item would continue to meet the threshold 
for State significance. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
The proposed works would have a potential indirect impact to tree root systems, tree 
branches and landscape features through works in proximity to heritage items. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would be 
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Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve)79 

minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 
10.0 of this report.   

Cumulative 
impact 
assessment 

The proposed works within the Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin 
Thomas Reserve) would result in a moderate direct and visual impact to the listed heritage 
curtilage and cultural landscape values.  
 
The archaeological assessment concluded that the area had high potential for an 
archaeological resource associated with the Purchase Nursery, the soldiers district and 
garden and military to survive within Historical Archaeological Management Unit (HAMU) 20. 
Subsequent impacts within HAMU 20 appear to be limited, and it can be assumed that large 
areas of intact archaeology would survive. The proposed works would result in excavation 
impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. The proposed excavation works would impact on 
archaeological remains associated with the Purchase Nursery, and any surviving remains 
associated with the Soldiers District. 
 
Overall, the proposed works would result in a moderate impact on the heritage significance of 
Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve), and the heritage 
item would continue to meet the threshold for State significance. 
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6.3.2.3 Alfred Square (and potential archaeological site) 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Alfred Square (and potential 
archaeological site) in relation to the project. 

Table 18: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Alfred Square (and potential archaeological 
site) 

Alfred Square (and potential archaeological site)80 

Image 

Figure 48: View of Alfred Square 

 

Figure 49: View of rotunda 

 

Figure 50: View of war memorial 

 

 

Description 

The square comprises: (1) War Memorial: a stone obelisk 5m high, slightly elevated above 
gardens. Bronze plaque 'Erected to Perpetuate the Spirit of those who served their Country 
in the Cause of Freedom 1914-1919'. Foundation stone laid by Ald. Simpson, Mayor 25 
November 1922. (2) Anderson Fountain: a granite monument, square at the base with large 
corner pedestals supporting short, vaguely Doric corner columns. A drinking fountain set into 
a curved niche. Inscribed "Anderson Fountain, a bequest from the late Dr Anderson to the 
inhabitants of Parramatta Erected February 1882 Trustee James Pye Esq". (3) Octagonal 
band rotunda with concave roof and cast iron balustrade. (4) Sandstone pedestal with clock 
face erected in 1954 by G.C. Galla. 

                                                      
80 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Alfred Square and 
Potential Archaeological Site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240120 on 4/1/2017. 
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Alfred Square (and potential archaeological site)80 

Significance Local 
(SHR nominated: under consideration for listing) 

Statement of 
significance 

Alfred Square and the associated monuments are of significance for the Parramatta area for 
historical reasons due to their ability to interpret history of the area, for associations with the 
commemorated persons and events, for social reasons due to the importance the Obelisk 
monument has in the wider community, for aesthetic reasons as a group of local landmarks, 
and as a group of representative examples of monuments that make a major contribution to 
Parramatta's townscape. 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Moderate 
The proposed project alignment and Prince Alfred Square light rail stop would be adjacent to 
Alfred Square. The construction of Prince Alfred Square light rail stop would require the 
removal of the current footpath in the north-eastern corner of Alfred Square to make way for 
the required platform. The footpath would be reconstructed further west into the heritage 
curtilage of Alfred Square. This would require the removal of a section of the park boundary 
wall and a row of mature rose bushes. The significant war memorial would be retained. The 
construction of the Prince Alfred Square light rail stop would result in a moderate direct 
impact to Alfred Square. 
 
Visual impact: Moderate 
The proposed project alignment and Prince Alfred Square light rail stop would introduce a 
new element in the visual landscape of Alfred Square. The design of the proposed stop 
would use modern materials and remain visually unobtrusive. The removal of a section of the 
park boundary wall would result in a moderate visual impact, as would the proposed platform 
along the curtilage of Alfred Square. The Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment prepared 
by Iris Visual Planning + Design assesses potential landscape and visual impacts of the 
project would be ‘moderate adverse’ during construction and ‘minor adverse’ during 
operation 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
The proposed construction of the project alignment and Prince Alfred Square light rail stop 
would have potential indirect impacts from works in proximity to heritage items within Alfred 
Square, such as the war memorial and fountains. There are potential indirect impacts to trees 
through works in proximity. Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening 
level. 

6.3.3 Succinct heritage impact assessment for Parramatta CBD Precinct 

The following table provides a succinct heritage impact assessment for the remaining SHR and s170 
heritage items in the Parramatta CBD Precinct. Direct impacts are assumed to be neutral unless 
otherwise stated. 

Table 19: Succinct heritage impact assessment for SHR and s170 items in Parramatta CBD 
Precinct 

Item Listing Significance 

Court House Tower81 Attorney General’s Department s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register, Parramatta LEP 2011 (I699) Local 

 

Victorian Italianate brick tower, square in plan and a little higher than three stories. The 
tower is tuck pointed brick with narrow sandstone stringcourses and deep bracketed 
sandstone dentils. The tower has a copper clad pyramid roof above semicircular arches 
in each of the four walls. The tower is all that remains of the 1896 Court House designed 
by Walter Liberty Vernon. 

                                                      
81 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Court House Tower” 
last accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240205 on 
5/1/2017. 



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 90 
 

Item Listing Significance 

The tower is significant for the local area for historical and aesthetic values, as a 
demonstration of the major role of colonial and state government in Parramatta during 
the nineteenth century. The tower is also an important local landmark. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral 
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed works. The proposed 
works would have a neutral visual impact to the Court House Tower.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Parramatta District 
Hospital - Brislington 
and Landscape82  

SHR (00059), Department of Health s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register, Parramatta LEP 2011 (I00059) State  

 

Visual impact: Neutral  
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed works. The proposed 
works would result in a neutral visual impact to Parramatta District Hospital. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Redcoats’ Mess 
House (and potential 
archaeological site) 

SHR (00218), Parramatta LEP 2011 (I00218) State 

 

Redcoats’ Mess House is a two storey gabled building with a rectangular plan running 
north-south. It has painted Flemish bond brickwork with an iron roof. The southern 
portion is slightly higher than the rest of the building. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral  
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed works. The proposed 
works would result in a neutral visual impact to Redcoats’ Mess House. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop and office83 SHR (00278), Parramatta LEP 2011 (I00278) State 

 

This shop building was built as a house in the late 1830s. It is a simple two-storey 
Georgian style building constructed in stone with a slate roof and was originally one of a 
pair of townhouses. Simple twelve light windows remain on the upper level. Ground floor 
windows have been substantially altered and a door has been added. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral  
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed works. The proposed 
works would result in a neutral visual impact to Shop and office. 

                                                      
82 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Parramatta District 
Hospital - Brislington and Landscape” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5051397 on 9/03/2017. 
83 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Shop and office” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5051409 on 
9/03/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Roxy Cinema84 SHR (00711), Parramatta LEP 2011 (I00711) State 

 

Inter-War Spanish Mission purpose-built cinema building flanked on either side by 
loggias containing shops. The central arched entrance is richly decorated with stuccoed 
ornamentation. The Roxy is the best surviving example in Australia of the adaptation of 
this style of architecture to a large public building, making the most consistent use of the 
Spanish Mission style throughout. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral  
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed works. The proposed 
works would result in a neutral visual impact to Roxy Cinema. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Warders Cottages85 SHR (00709), Parramatta LEP 2011 (I718) State 

 

The Warders Cottages consist of single storey Colonial Georgian terrace constructed of 
sandstock brick, with a gabled slate roof. The walls are on sandstone foundations, and 
were painted in 1992. There is a skillion verandah at the rear, constructed of corrugated 
iron. Chimneys are brick with terracotta pots.  
The Warders Cottages are of historical and scientific significance for the State of NSW 
for their ability to demonstrate the early colonial period history of Parramatta and the site 
has potential to provide further information on this period. The cottages are a rare 
surviving example of built fabric from this key period in the history of Parramatta and 
NSW. 
 
Visual impact: Minor  
The proposed Barrack Lane compound and substation (TPS3) is located adjacent to 
Warders Cottages. Existing contemporary buildings and landscaping located in proximity 
of the Warders Cottages negatively impact the setting of the cottages. The proposed 
substation would be visually unobtrusive and would not result in any significant visual 
impact. The substation would result in a minor visual impact to Warders Cottages.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Perth House and 
Stables86 SHR (00155), Parramatta LEP 2011 (I00155) State 

                                                      
84 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Roxy Cinema” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240210 on 
9/03/2017. 
85 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Warders Cottages” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5045138 and 
“Cottages and Potential Archaeological Site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240358 on 4/1/2017. 
86 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Perth House and 
Stables” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5051401 on 9/03/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

 

Perth House and Stables is of State significance as it demonstrates c.1850 aspirations 
with regard to taste and lifestyle on a domestic level. It demonstrates a high degree of 
creative excellence and is a fine example of medium sized domestic architecture. It has 
strong associations with important figures such as George Oakes and James Houison. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral  
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed works. The proposed 
works would result in a neutral visual impact to Perth House and Stables. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Harrisford87 SHR (248), Parramatta LEP 2011 (I00248) State 

 

Harrisford consists of a two-storey Colonial Georgian house constructed of Flemish 
Bond brick walls with sandstone quoins, foundations, and stringline at first floor level. 
The hipped roof is presently corrugated iron, but was original shingles. The Joinery and 
fitting are in an 1830s style; however, they are reproductions. 
Harrisford, which is located between George Street and the river, is one of the oldest 
houses remaining in the township of Parramatta. It is an important element at the head 
of the river, representing the early years of settlement. Site possesses potential to 
contribute to an understanding early of urban development in Parramatta. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral  
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed works. The proposed 
works would result in a neutral visual impact to Harrisford. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Gasworks Bridge88 Roads and Maritime Services s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register, Parramatta LEP 2011 (I487) Local 

 

The Gasworks Bridge over the Parramatta River is a major bridge. It is a 3-span, high 
level Bridge over a wide river. It has the same deep, rectangular lattice trusses of John A 
McDonald's early designs, but does not have the diaphragm-tied piers of so many of the 
other lattice bridges. Here, the bridge is supported on large sandstone piers. It has three 
main spans each 31m in length and two steel beam approach spans. The overall length 
is 110m and the Bridge is a two lane bridge 6.85m wide between kerbs. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Gasworks Bridge. This would 
remain in keeping with the current views from the bridge which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to Gasworks 
Bridge.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 

                                                      
87 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Harrisford” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5051407 on 
4/1/2017. 
88 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Gasworks Bridge” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=4301684 on 
9/03/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

HMAS Parramatta 
Shipwreck and 
memorials89 

SHR (01676), Parramatta LEP 2011 (I01676) State 

 

The remains of the HMAS Parramatta are located in shallow water within Cascade 
Gully, on the Hawkesbury River. Portions of the wreck have been removed; however, it 
is largely intact and identifiable. A number of memorials have been erected to the HMAS 
Parramatta, including one in Queen’s Wharf Reserve.  
This memorial is known as the Parramatta (II) Memorial and comprises a stone block 
(granite) with attached plaques, with four white-painted stockless anchors at each 
corner. The memorial is situated 112 metres east of the Parramatta (I) Stern Memorial, 
which is comprised of the stern of the ship.  
The Parramatta (II) memorial is being considered for State Heritage Listing, for its value 
as the focus of annual naval commemorative services, and its role as one of a collection 
of memorials for the HMAS Parramatta.  
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the HMAS Parramatta Shipwreck 
and memorials. This would remain in keeping with the current views from the memorial 
which consist of a road and powerlines. Visual impacts would be mitigated through tree 
plantings to screen views in keeping with the current landscape. The proposed works 
would result in a negligible visual impact to HMAS Parramatta Shipwreck and 
memorials.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

6.3.4 Assessment summary for LEP items 

The following table provides a summary heritage impact assessment for the LEP listed heritage items 
in the Parramatta CBD Precinct. Direct impacts are assumed to be neutral unless otherwise stated. A 
full assessment is provided in Appendix A.  

Table 20: Summary heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Parramatta CBD Precinct 

Item Listing Significance Impact 

Horse Trough Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I747) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Anthony Malouf and Co. Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I690) Local Visual impact: Minor 

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

St Peter’s Uniting Church 
and studio theatre (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I687) Local Visual impact: Minor 

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I682) Local Visual impact: Negligible 

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

                                                      
89 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “HMAS Parramatta 
shipwreck and memorials” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5054727 on 4/1/2017. 



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 94 
 

Item Listing Significance Impact 

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I681) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I680) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor  

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I679) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Former David Jones 
department store90 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I683) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor  

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I676) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I675) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I674) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I673) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I671) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Former St Andrew’s 
Uniting church hall (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I736) Local Visual impact: Neutral 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible  

Former ANZ Bank (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I678) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop, office (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I670) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I669) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I668) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I667) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I666) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I677) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Sandstone and brick wall Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I672) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

                                                      
90 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “David Jones 
Department Store (former)” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240118  
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Item Listing Significance Impact 

Shops and Offices Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I664) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I663) Local Visual impact: Minor  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I662) Local Visual impact: Minor  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I661) Local Visual impact: Minor  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Parramatta House (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I660) Local Visual impact: Minor  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Westpac Bank Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I665) Local Visual impact: Minor  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Former Rural Bank Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I700) Local Visual impact: Neutral 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible  

Marsdens Building (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I701) Local Visual impact: Neutral 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Woolpack Hotel (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I702) Local Visual impact: Neutral 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Former Courthouse wall 
and sandstone cellblock 
(and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I659) Local 

Direct: Minor 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Minor  

Shops (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I703) Local Visual impact: Neutral 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Civic Arcade (former 
theatre) (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I704) Local Visual impact: Neutral 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Dr Pringle’s Cottage Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I705) Local Visual impact: Neutral 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

HMV (former 
Commonwealth Bank) 
(and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I658) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Telstra House (former 
post office) (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I657) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I655) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Horse parapet façade and 
potential archaeological 
site 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I656) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Bicentennial Square and 
adjoining buildings 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I651) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
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Centennial Memorial 
Clock 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I654) Local 

Direct: Minor 
Visual impact: Negligible  
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Murrays’ Building (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I652) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Kia Ora (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I716) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Leigh Memorial Uniting 
Church 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I719) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Arthur Phillip High 
School (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I720) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Convict Barracks wall Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I717) Local Visual impact: Minor  

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Wetlands Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I735) Local Visual impact: Neutral 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Queen’s Wharf Reserve 
and stone wall and 
potential archaeological 
site 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I489) Local 

Direct impact: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Tara (also known as 
Ellengowan) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I483) Local Visual impact: Minor 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

6.4 Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 

Rosehill & Camellia Precinct extends from Purchase Street to Thackeray Street, and Parramatta 
Road to Parramatta River and includes 11 built heritage items (Table 21). Aerial maps showing the 
heritage items within the precinct are provided in Figure 51 to Figure 55. 

6.4.1 Summary of heritage listings in Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 

The table below provides a summary of the heritage items located within the Rosehill & Camellia 
Precinct and within the 25-metre buffer zone. Camellia (Parramatta River) Underbridge 
Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Bridge abutments (Southern) are split between Rosehill & Camellia 
Precinct and Carlingford Precinct, and the detailed assessment is included in the Carlingford Precinct. 

Table 21: Summary of heritage listings in Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 

Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number 

Trees in median strip 167 George Street 
(opposite), Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I484) 

Resident flats and houses 
200, 202, 204, 208, 212, 
214, 216 and 220 
George Street, 
Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I490) 

Resident flats and houses 1, 3, 5, 11 and 17 Noller 
Parade, Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I523) 
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Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number 

Timber cottages 
2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 
Purchase Street, 
Parramatta 

Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I532) 

Bulimba 169 George Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I485) 

Cottage 173 George Street, 
Parramatta Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I486) 

Sewage Pumping Station 67 1B Grand Avenue, 
Camellia State 

SHR (01643), Sydney Water s170 
Heritage and Conservation 
Register, Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I01643) 

Tram alignment Grand Avenue, Camellia Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I6) 

Grave of Eliner Magee & child 1 Grand Avenue, 
Camellia Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I3) 

Wetlands Parramatta River Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I1) 

Camellia (Parramatta River) 
Underbridge Abutments/Clyde 
Carlingford Bridge abutments 
(Southern) 

1A Grand Avenue (north 
of), Camellia Local 

RailCorp s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register, Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I2) 
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Figure 51: Listed heritage items in Rosehill & Camellia Precinct - Overview 
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Figure 52: Listed heritage items in Rosehill & Camellia Precinct - Detail 
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Figure 53: Listed heritage items in Rosehill & Camellia Precinct - Detail 
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Figure 54: Listed heritage items in Rosehill & Camellia Precinct - Detail 
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Figure 55: Listed heritage items in Rosehill & Camellia Precinct - Detail 
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6.4.2 Assessment of SHR and s170 items 

6.4.2.1 Sewage Pumping Station 67 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Sewage Pumping Station 67 
in relation to the project. 

Table 22: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Sewage Pumping Station 67 

Sewage Pumping Station 6791 

Image 

Figure 56: View of sewage pumping 
station 

 

Figure 57: View of sewage pumping 
station 

 

Description 

SP0067, Camellia is a low-level sewage pumping station located adjacent to James Ruse 
Drive. It was constructed in 1929. Architecturally the building was designed in a utilitarian 
version of the Federation Free Style. Externally there is a tiled gable roof with three large 
ventilators and boxed eaves; light brown tuck pointed brickwork formed into bays by brick 
piers with a rendered string course and polychrome dentil course; and large multi-paned steel 
framed windows. The front facade consists of a gabled parapet with a curvilinear apex 
feature, rendered cornice, projecting brick piers and a rendered string course. The entrance 
consists of a steel roller shutter door with a rendered bracketed cornice over. There are 
mature palm trees near the entrance to the site along with a row of cypress pines. The station 
is located adjacent to several office buildings, with a park-like setting located immediately to 
the front of the site. 

Significance State 

Statement of 
significance 

SP0067 is of historic, aesthetic and technical/research significance. Historically it was the first 
low level sewage pumping station constructed in the Parramatta district. Its construction 
along with the completion of the NSOOS ended the discharge of treated sewage into the 
Parramatta River, which greatly improved the public health of Parramatta and paved the way 
for the continued urban expansion of the region. Aesthetically, it is an impressive example of 
an industrial utility building designed in the Federation Free Style and is noteworthy for the 
extensive use of tuck pointed brickwork, which is indicative of the public importance of the 
station at the time. Technically, it is a fine example of sewage pumping station design which 
has proved to be very effective, as evidenced by its continual use for over 70 years. 

CMP Policies 

The ‘Sewage Pumping Station SP0067. Conservation Management Plan’ prepared in 2008 
by Truman, Zaniol & Associates Pty Ltd has been referenced for this assessment, and 
excerpts of relevant statements and policies are included below.  
 
Policy Statements  
The setting, views and cultural landscape of SP0067 have been modified from its early layout 
which consisted primarily of open grassed areas surrounding the superstructure, with Date 
Palms planted in the front of the site. It would be desirable to re-establish a sense of the early 
setting of the place, and re-establish views to the dominant front façade of the superstructure. 

                                                      
91 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Sewage Pumping 
Station 67” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5053882 on 6/1/2017. 
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Sewage Pumping Station 6791 

 
Guidelines  
The open nature of the front of the site should be re-established by removing recent tree 
plantings of intrusive significance from along the front façade of the superstructure.  
The open area to the southern side of the site should be maintained to allow appreciation of 
the superstructure when viewed from Grand Parade North and Grand Parade beyond.  
The traditionally grassed open areas of the site should remain in situ.  
The mature native tree located in the southeast corner of the site, and two Date Palms and a 
Frangipani in the front of the site, should be maintained.92 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would extend across the south section of the heritage 
curtilage of the Sewage Pumping Station 67. This section of the heritage item does not 
include buildings or elements of heritage significance. A mature tree would be impacted by 
the proposed alignment which would result in a minor impact to the landscape values of the 
item. There is no significant boundary fencing or hard landscape features in this section of 
the heritage item. The heritage curtilage of Sewage Pumping Station 67 would be slightly 
reduced in the south corner of the site by the construction of the proposed project alignment. 
The proposed works would result in a minor direct impact to the Sewage Pumping Station 67 
overall. 
 
Visual impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would introduce a new visual element in the heritage 
curtilage of the Sewage Pumping Station 67. This would be located in the south section of the 
heritage curtilage. Significant views of the heritage item are available from the south corner 
looking north on the side façade of the pumping station building. The alignment along Grand 
Avenue would be keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road. 
The proposed new bridge across James Ruse Drive would be a new element in the vicinity of 
the Sewage Pumping Station 67, although it would not significantly alter significant view lines 
to the heritage item which would still be available from Grand Avenue. Overall, the proposed 
works and the removal of the tree would result in a minor visual impact to the heritage item.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would be 
minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 
10.0 of this report.   

6.4.3 Assessment summary for LEP items 

The following table provides a summary heritage impact assessment for the LEP listed heritage items 
in the Rosehill & Camellia Precinct. Direct impacts are assumed to be neutral unless otherwise 
stated. A full assessment is provided in Appendix A.  

Table 23: Summary heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 

Item Listing Significance Impacts 

Trees in median strip Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I484) Local 

Direct: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Resident Flats and 
Houses 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I490) Local 

Direct: Minor 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Minor  

Resident flats and 
houses 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I523) Local Visual impact: Neutral 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

                                                      
92 Truman, Zaniol & Associates Pty Ltd May 2008: 86-87 
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Item Listing Significance Impacts 

Timber cottages Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I532) Local Visual impact: Neutral 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Bulimba Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I485) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Cottage Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I486) Local 

Direct: Minor 
Visual impact: Negligible  
Potential indirect impact: Minor  

Tram Alignment Parramatta LEP 2011 (I6) Local 
Direct: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Grave of Eliner Magee & 
child Parramatta LEP 2011 (I3) Local 

Direct: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 

Wetlands Parramatta LEP 2011 (I1) Local 
Direct: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 

6.5 Carlingford Precinct 

Carlingford Precinct extends from Parramatta River to Boundary Road and includes nine built 
heritage items (Table 24). Aerial maps showing the heritage items within the precinct are provided in 
Figure 58 to Figure 62.  

6.5.1 Summary of heritage listings in Carlingford Precinct 

The table below provides a summary of the heritage items located within the Carlingford Precinct and 
within the 25-metre buffer zone. Camellia (Parramatta River) Underbridge Abutments/Clyde 
Carlingford Bridge abutments (Southern) are split between Rosehill & Camellia Precinct and 
Carlingford Precinct, and the detailed assessment is included in the Carlingford Precinct. 

Table 24: Summary of heritage listings in Carlingford Precinct 

Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number 

Camellia (Parramatta River) 
Underbridge Abutments/Clyde 
Carlingford Bridge abutments 
(Southern) 

1A Grand Avenue (north 
of), Camellia Local 

RailCorp s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register, Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I2) 

Camellia (Parramatta River) 
Underbridge Abutments/Clyde 
Carlingford Rail Bridge 
abutments (Northern) 

171 Victoria Road 
(adjacent), Parramatta Local 

RailCorp s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register, Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I555) 

Rydalmere Hospital Precinct 
(former) 

171 Victoria Road, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00749), University of 
Western Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation Register (various 
items - see Appendix B), 
Department of Health s170 
Heritage and Conservation 
Register (various items - see 
Appendix B), Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I00749) 



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 106 
 

Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number 

Dundas Railway Station group Station Street, Dundas State 

SHR (1133), RailCorp s170 
Heritage and Conservation 
Register, Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I01133) 

Single storey residence 27 Station Street, 
Dundas Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I43) 

Victorian house 98 Kissing Point Road, 
Dundas Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I40) 

Redstone 34 Adderton Road and 1 
Manson Street, Telopea State SHR (1795), Parramatta LEP 2011 

(I01795) 

K13 memorial 304 Pennant Hills Road, 
Carlingford Local Parramatta LEP 2011 (I28) 

Carlingford Stock Feeds 
(Carlingford Produce Store) 

1 Thallon Street, 
Carlingford Local 

RailCorp s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register, The Hills 
LEP 2012 (I46) 
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Figure 58: Listed heritage items in Carlingford Precinct - Overview 
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Figure 59: Listed heritage items in Carlingford Precinct - Detail 
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Figure 60: Listed heritage items in Carlingford Precinct - Detail 
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Figure 61: Listed heritage items in Carlingford Precinct - Detail 
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Figure 62: Listed heritage items in Carlingford Precinct - Detail 
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6.5.2 Assessment of SHR and s170 items 

6.5.2.1 Camellia (Parramatta River) Underbridge Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Rail Bridge 
Abutments (Southern) 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Camellia (Parramatta River) 
Underbridge Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Rail Bridge Abutments (Southern) in relation to the project. 

Table 25: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Camellia (Parramatta River) Underbridge 
Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Rail Bridge Abutments (Southern) 

Camellia (Parramatta River) Underbridge Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Rail Bridge Abutments 
(Southern)93 

Image 

Figure 63: View of bridge abutment 

 

Figure 64: View of bridge 

 

Description 

The red face brick remnant abutments are located on each side of the Parramatta River. 
Immediately westwards at about 12 metres distance is a steel Pratt truss carrying water main 
pipes. The northern abutment is located on the edge of the south west corner of the 
University of Western Sydney Parramatta campus. They encase the approaches of the more 
recent railway bridge. The remnants are characterised by one and a half sizable external 
arches, with decorative stone ends and arched substructures. The voussoirs are formed by 
brick headers and are terminated at each end by decorative stone work. A stone course 
separates the main structure of the bridge from the classically detailed balustrade. The 
balustrade is topped with stone capping. Some other remaining structural aspects of the 
bridge are also of stone. The southern abutment appears to have been painted brown at 
some time. The abutments are located below a truss bridge constructed c1995. 

Significance Local 

Statement of 
significance 

The Camellia (Parramatta River) underbridge abutments are of local significance as a 
remnant of an excellent example of a classic 19th century bridge in the English railway 
design tradition remaining unaltered in their appearance since their construction. Remnants 
of the bridge have potential to provide information on the construction techniques of such 
railway underbridges. These remnant abutments were part of the (believed to be) only 
privately railway built underbridge to survive on the Government railway system. The 
remnant brick abutments are aesthetically significant in their fine classical detailing featuring 
large arches with decorative stone ends, brick header voussoirs, a stone course between the 
substructure and the classically detailed balustrade with stone capping. 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Proposed works 
To accommodate the project, the existing structure would be retained and refurbished. This 
would involve the replacement of the main structures of the end spans and the widening of 
bridge approaches and abutments following the deconstruction of the heritage listed brick 
arch abutments. The existing single heavy rail track would be replaced with two new light rail 

                                                      
93 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Camellia (Parramatta 
River) Underbridge Abutments” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=4800212 on 6/1/2017. 
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Camellia (Parramatta River) Underbridge Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Rail Bridge Abutments 
(Southern)93 

tracks and a cantilevered structure would be constructed to the west to accommodate the 
active transport link. 
 
Direct impact: Major 
The proposed project alignment would require complete removal of the Camellia underbridge 
abutments to allow for a double track across the bridge. The abutments currently have no 
structural purpose and optioneering analysis has concluded that the abutments would need 
to be removed for the successful functioning of the Parramatta Light Rail. The demolition of 
the underbridge abutments on both the southern and northern side would result in a major 
direct impact to the heritage item. All of the heritage significance and heritage fabric would be 
removed. The item would no longer meet the threshold of local significance under any 
criteria, and would likely be delisted from the Parramatta LEP and RailCorp s170. Due to the 
whole item being removed, mitigation measures would not conserve the heritage values of 
the Camellia underbridge abutments.  
 
Visual impact: Major 
The proposed works would require the demolition of Camellia underbridge abutments. This 
would result in a major visual impact as the heritage item would be removed. 

6.5.2.2 Camellia (Parramatta River) Underbridge Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Rail Bridge 
Abutments (Northern) 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Camellia (Parramatta River) 
Underbridge Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Rail Bridge Abutments (Northern) in relation to the project. 

Table 26: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Camellia (Parramatta River) Underbridge 
Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Rail Bridge Abutments (Northern) 

Camellia (Parramatta River) Underbridge Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Rail Bridge Abutments 
(Northern)94 

Image 

Figure 65: View of bridge abutment 

 

Figure 66: View of bridge abutment 

 

Description 

The red face brick remnant abutments are located on each side of the Parramatta River. 
Immediately westwards at about 12 metres distance is a steel Pratt truss carrying water main 
pipes. The northern abutment is located on the edge of the south west corner of the 
University of Western Sydney Parramatta campus. They encase the approaches of the more 
recent railway bridge. The remnants are characterised by one and a half sizable external 
arches, with decorative stone ends and arched substructures. The voussoirs are formed by 
brick headers and are terminated at each end by decorative stone work. A stone course 
separates the main structure of the bridge from the classically detailed balustrade. The 
balustrade is topped with stone capping. Some other remaining structural aspects of the 

                                                      
94 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Camellia (Parramatta 
River) Underbridge Abutments” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=4800212 on 6/1/2017. 
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Camellia (Parramatta River) Underbridge Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Rail Bridge Abutments 
(Northern)94 

bridge are also of stone. The southern abutment appears to have been painted brown at 
some time. The abutments are located below a truss bridge constructed c1995. 

Significance Local 

Statement of 
significance 

The Camellia (Parramatta River) underbridge abutments are of local significance as a 
remnant of an excellent example of a classic 19th century bridge in the English railway 
design tradition remaining unaltered in their appearance since their construction. Remnants 
of the bridge have potential to provide information on the construction techniques of such 
railway underbridges. These remnant abutments were part of the (believed to be) only 
privately railway built underbridge to survive on the Government railway system. The 
remnant brick abutments are aesthetically significant in their fine classical detailing featuring 
large arches with decorative stone ends, brick header voussoirs, a stone course between the 
substructure and the classically detailed balustrade with stone capping. 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Proposed works 
To accommodate the project, the existing structure would be retained and refurbished. This 
would involve the replacement of the main structures of the end spans and the widening of 
bridge approaches and abutments following the deconstruction of the heritage listed brick 
arch abutments. The existing single heavy rail track would be replaced with two new light rail 
tracks and a cantilevered structure would be constructed to the west to accommodate the 
active transport link. 
 
Direct impact: Major 
The proposed project alignment would require complete removal of the Camellia underbridge 
abutments to allow for a double track across the bridge. The abutments currently have no 
structural purpose and optioneering analysis has concluded that the abutments would need 
to be removed for the successful functioning of the Parramatta Light Rail. The demolition of 
the underbridge abutments on both the southern and northern side would result in a major 
direct impact to the heritage item. All of the heritage significance and heritage fabric would be 
removed. The item would no longer meet the threshold of local significance under any 
criteria, and would likely be delisted from the Parramatta LEP and RailCorp s170. Due to the 
whole item being removed, mitigation measures would not conserve the heritage values of 
the Camellia underbridge abutments. 
 
Visual impact: Major 
The proposed works would require the demolition of Camellia underbridge abutments. This 
would result in a major visual impact as the heritage item would be removed. 
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6.5.2.3 Rydalmere Hospital Precinct (former) 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Rydalmere Hospital Precinct 
(former) in relation to the project. 

Table 27: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Rydalmere Hospital Precinct (former) 

Rydalmere Hospital Precinct (former)95 

Image 

Figure 67: View of hospital precinct 

 

Figure 68: View of hospital precinct 

 

Figure 69: View of hospital precinct 

 

 

Description 

The Rydalmere Hospital area is bounded by Victoria Road to the north, James Ruse Drive to 
the west, Vineyard Creek to the east and Parramatta River to the South. This area contains a 
significant number of buildings, landscape features, archaeological sites, natural areas, 
gardens and vistas. Note the State Heritage Register boundary excludes the railway corridor. 
 
The original building is a fine symmetrically balanced composition with projecting central bay 
capped by a simple triangular pediment. It was designed in the Colonial Georgian style and 
constructed in face sandstock brickwork with sandstone window sills, quoins and string 
courses. When viewed from the south the principal elevation, which faces towards the 
Parramatta River is flanked with Palladian style two storey pavilions connected to the central 
building by two storey wings. The pavilions, which stand forward of the centre, were originally 
almost square in plan but were subsequently extended to the north in at least two different 
stages. The early hipped roofs were replaced by brickwork gables and projecting barges. 
The Mortuary is a fine example of the Federation Free Style. It has a simple rectangular plan 
and hipped, ventilated slate roof which is topped by a finely detailed zinc lantern with an 
oriental character. 
 
The original Orphanage hospital from the 1860's was built as a two-storey domestic style 
building with two storey verandahs on three elevations. Verandahs later enclosed and 
interiors gutted to form single open spaces. 

                                                      
95 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Rydalmere Hospital 
(former)” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5000658 on 6/1/2017. 
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Rydalmere Hospital Precinct (former)95 

The former Head Master's Residence is a large two storey Victorian house with extended 
rear additions containing service rooms 
The former Chief Attendant's Cottage is a small single storey house. It is clad in horizontal 
timber weatherboards and has a terra cotta tile roof. 
The boatshed is a small single storey timber framed building. It is notable for the external 
timber stud framing and diagonal bracing supporting a gabled roof with slate covering. 
(Schwager Brooks and Partners 1994: 59-86) 
 
Dept of Health s170 register lists: building1 (Female orphan school), Building 2, 4, 5, 6,12, 
14, 18, 20, 21, chief attendant's cottage, building 34, 36, 38, 47, 58, 59, 66, 73, 74, 75, 76, 
79, 82, 89, 92, 93, 97, 100, 105, 108, 114, 119, and landscape as state significant. 

Significance State 

Statement of 
significance 

The Female Orphan School Precinct as a component of the former Rydalmere Hospital is of 
outstanding cultural significance, primarily for its continued use and development, between 
1813 and 1989 as a public welfare institution for the care and management of the 
disadvantaged. 
As the first purpose built orphan school in the colony, it illustrates a milestone in the 
establishment of national social welfare and education policies. 
The surviving original buildings, constructed between 1813 and 1818, provide evidence of 
the development policies of Governor Macquarie and illustrates the transfer of 18th century 
British architectural pretensions into the design and siting of functional buildings in New 
South Wales. The extant central block is the oldest three storey building in Australia. 
(Source) 
The site as a whole, and particularly the Orphan School precinct, has outstanding historical 
and social significance because of its continuous occupation as an institution since 1814. 
The original complex and its garden setting have outstanding rarity value. Its landscape is of 
exceptional significance for its development as a Colonial institution sited within the cultural 
landscape of the Parramatta River valley and influenced by Mrs Macquarie together with the 
continuing recognition of the heritage values of the place up to the present (Schwager 
Brooks, 1994) 
The structure of the built and natural fabric of the place has been conserved despite the 
constant adaptation by institutional uses and alienation of its peripheral lands. As a complex 
of parkland landscape character with gardens, built form and remnant indigenous vegetation 
it demonstrates the evolution of different attitudes towards institutional care in NSW. The 
groundworks design and siting of the buildings is associated with Mrs Macquarie, Reverend 
Samuel Marsden, Francis Greenway and subsequent Colonial and Government Architects 
(particularly Walter Liberty Vernon) and individuals associated with health care such as 
Frederick Norton Manning and Dr Greenup (excerpt from Tanner Architects, 2005) 

CMP/Managemen
t Plan Policies 

The ‘University of Western Sydney. Parramatta Campus Masterplan’ prepared in April 2014 
by City Plan Urban Design has been referenced for this assessment. 
 
The ‘Draft Master Plan (SEPP 56 & SREP 28). University of Western Sydney. Parramatta 
Campus’ prepared in June 2004 by Planningmatters, Tanner Architects, and Cab Consulting 
has been referenced for this assessment, and excerpts of relevant policies are included 
below.  
 
4.3 Landscape Works 
1. Conserve the landscape character of the site by: 
a. retaining, protecting and regenerating the high significance areas and trees as 
identified on Figure 7 and the Landscape Management Plan, 
 
The ‘UWS Parramatta Campus Rydalmere Landscape Management Plan’ prepared in 
November 2003 by Cab Consulting Pty Ltd and The Tree School has been referenced for 
this assessment, and excerpts of relevant policies are included below.  
 
7.2 Landscape Character 
Policy 1.5. Maintain a cultural landscape setting as defined by the conservation areas with 
conservation area 1 as the dominant historic landscape are which demonstrates the 
evolution of different attitudes towards institutional health care through the provision of open 
space and an integral relationship with landscape setting of parkland and gardens.  
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Rydalmere Hospital Precinct (former)95 

Policy 1.6. Conserve the overall character of each of the conservation areas. Maintain, 
replace and/or adapt the main landscape elements such as landform, built form, plantings 
and surfaces. 
 
7.6 Built Form 
Policy 1.14. Conserve the significant built fabric and landscape elements within the 
Conservation Area 1. Any adaption or new work within this area should respect the form 
scale and character of the significant built fabric and its landscape setting. 
 
Policy 1.16. Maintain traditional ground modelling where this is evident.  

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Minor 
The 2014 Master Plan identifies the area to be used for the Parramatta River bridge (north) 
compound as a landscape of high significance, and the area for the Vineyard Creek 
compound as a landscape of moderate significance.  
 
An external heritage view line crosses over the proposed site of the Parramatta River bridge 
(north) compound. The small building on the south-eastern corner of Parramatta River bridge 
(north) compound is the Pump House not significant as it is part of the UWS phase of 
buildings since 1993.  
 
Parramatta River bridge (north) compound is located within the Institutional Complex 
conservation area 1 on the Landscape Management Plan, and Vineyard Creek compound is 
within Vineyard Creek conservation area 3 on the Landscape Management Plan (pg. 28). 
 
The proposed Parramatta River bridge (north) compound and Vineyard Creek compound 
would be located within the heritage curtilage of Rydalmere Hospital Precinct. This would be 
a temporary site during the construction of the project used for site offices and compounds. 
The site would utilise a grassed area for Parramatta River bridge (north) compound and 
some trees would be removed for Vineyard Creek compound. This would result in a minor 
direct impact to Rydalmere Hospital Precinct.  
 
Visual impact: Minor (temporary) 
The proposed Parramatta River bridge (north) compound and Vineyard Creek compound 
would be visible during the construction of the project. This would result in a minor temporary 
visual impact to Rydalmere Hospital Precinct.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
The proposed works would have a potential indirect impact to tree root systems and tree 
branches through works in proximity. Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage 
screening level. 
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6.5.2.4 Dundas Railway Station Group 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Dundas Railway Station 
Group in relation to the project. 

Table 28: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Dundas Railway Station Group 

Dundas Railway Station Group96 

Image 

Figure 70: View of Dundas Railway 
Station 

 

Figure 71: View of Dundas Railway 
Station 

 

Figure 72: View of Dundas Railway 
Station 

 

Figure 73: View of Dundas Railway 
Station 

 

Description 

BUILDINGS 
Station Building - type 8, timber (2007) 
 
STRUCTURES 
Passenger waiting area - modern, metal (2007) 
Platform - brick faced (1896) 
Pedestrian crossing - concrete (2007) 
 
STATION BUILDING (2007) 
External: The station building is a reconstruction of the original timber narrow awning building 
(type 8). It is a painted timber building with a hip and gabled galvanised iron roof, and a 
skillion extension on the Carlingford (Up) end of the building. Four entry points, a large 
window and a small square window are located on the platform side and are covered with 
security screens. These are also used on all other windows and doors and hide the timber 
panelled doors and four paned timber framed windows. Some of the window frames appear 
to be original. The Station Street elevation is characterised by one double door entry, two 
large windows and several high, small square windows. The Station Street entry, together 
with the main entry area on the other side of the building have small, cantilevered awnings 
with corrugated iron sheeting and decorative ends. 

                                                      
96 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Dundas Railway 
Station” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5012000 on 6/1/2017. 
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Dundas Railway Station Group96 

Internal: Although access to the interiors could not be obtained, due to its true reconstruction 
the building would feature v-jointed timber wall linings and houses the station managers 
office on the Up end, toilets on the Down end and a waiting room between the two. 
 
PASSENGER WAITING AREA (2007) 
Immediately adjacent to the timber building on the Rydalmere (Down) end of the building is a 
modern passenger waiting area with a gabled, galvanised metal roof canopy with a post 
supported awning to the platform side and vertical timber board ends. Glass and steel form 
the remainder of the structure. 
 
PLATFORM (1896) 
The platform is brick faced with pedestrian access at grade by crossing an operational 
railway line. Modern lighting, information signs and fencing is located in appropriate areas on 
the platform and around the station. A commuter carpark is located on the Station Street side 
of the station. 
 
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING (2007) 
The pedestrian crossing with concrete approaches over the single line track is located just off 
the Down end of the platform. 
 
MOVEABLE ITEMS 
Single timber rollover indicator board, covered and locked. 

Significance State 

Statement of 
significance 

Dundas Railway Station is significant for its small timber platform building which is the only 
known example of its type, characterised by close eaves with a small platform awning. The 
building however has lost its integrity having been reconstructed in 2007 after the original 
timber structure was destroyed by fire. The station is evidence of the construction of the 
private Bennett and Simpson Railway under the Simpsons' Railway Act in 1893, which 
provided transport to the northern suburbs, including Baulkham Hills, Castle Hill and Dural. 

CMP Policies 

The ‘Dundas Railway Station – Conservation Plan’ prepared in 1994 by Ingo Koernicke has 
been referenced for this assessment, and excerpts of relevant policies are included below.  
 

 All original exterior and interior fabric shall be retained where possible and no major 
alterations or additions should occur. The existing internal configuration should be 
maintained. 

 Any fabric of lower relative value should be disturbed in preference to fabric with a 
higher relative value. 

 Evidence about the station layout and fabric should be recorded if disturbance to the 
fabric elements occur. 

 To inform commuters of the age and significance of the building (via a plaque) so as 
to encourage greater heritage awareness in the community. 

 Any future additional building on the site shall be complementary to the existing 
station building 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Moderate 
The proposed project alignment would go through the curtilage of Dundas Railway Station 
Group. The proposed Dundas light rail stop would be located to the northwest of the current 
platform. The new alignment of the railway line would alter the original Simpson Railway line. 
The single track alignment of the Simpson Railway Line would be converted to double tracks. 
The current design proposes to retain the original 1896 platform of the station, pending detail 
design. The platform is the only remaining original element of the station and its retention 
would result in a positive heritage outcome. The proposal would also retain the reconstructed 
station building, pending detail design. The shelter adjacent to the platform building would be 
removed. This is not a significant element and its removal would result in opening up of 
setting and views of significant structures. The pedestrian crossing that provides access to 
the platform, which is rare in an operational railway line, would be altered for the new 
platform and light rail alignment. Mitigation measures would ensure direct impacts to 
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Dundas Railway Station Group96 

moveable heritage are minimised. The proposed works would result in a moderate direct 
impact on Dundas Railway Station Group.  
 
Visual impact: Moderate 
The proposed light rail stop to the north of the current platform would introduce a new 
element into the current landscape. Views from the current platform and station building 
would be altered to the north by the introduction of new platforms and stop fixtures. This view 
is currently of the railway line and residential houses with vegetation. Significant views of the 
reconstructed station building would still be available from the platform, northern entrance 
and southern entrance to the station. Pending detailed design, significant views of the 
original platform brick face from the northern entrance may be altered. The proposed works 
would result in a moderate visual impact on Dundas Railway Station Group. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
There is potential for indirect impacts due to vibration and works to take place in proximity of 
the heritage item. Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience 
vibration levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures outlined in the 
Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. 
 
Depending on detail design, Dundas Railway Station Group would continue to meet the 
threshold for State significance under the current proposal. 

6.5.2.5 Carlingford Stock Feeds (Carlingford Produce Store) 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Carlingford Stock Feeds 
(Carlingford Produce Store) in relation to the project. 

Table 29: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Carlingford Stock Feeds (Carlingford 
Produce Store) 

Carlingford Stock Feeds (Carlingford Produce Store)97 

Image 

Figure 74: View of Carlingford Stock 
Feeds 

 

Figure 75: View of Carlingford Stock 
Feeds 

 

Description 

PRECINCT ELEMENTS 
 Railway goods shed (1902) 
 Milling Hall (1927) 
 Deliveries/Store (1927) 
 Store (1927) 
 Delivery Bay Roof (c1940s) 
 Covered Area (c1990s) 

                                                      
97 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Carlingford Produce 
Store” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=4807643 on 6/1/2017. 
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Carlingford Stock Feeds (Carlingford Produce Store)97 

 External grain hoppers (c1960s) 
 Weighbridge (c1960s) 
 Weighbridge and rail siding remains (c1902) 

CONTEXT 
The Carlingford Produce Stores are located diagonally opposite Carlingford railway station, 
on the edge of an embankment built up for the railway line. The nearest streets are Thallon 
and James Streets. To the south of the sheds is a small garden area with disused petrol 
bowsers and a large gravel area used for car parking. Vehicles access the site via Jenkins 
Road. The land to the east and north is largely undeveloped. To the west, the land slopes 
down an embankment providing access to the loading docks, hay store and additional 
parking area, also the main loading area. 

BUILT ELEMENTS 
The site is a collection of timber and corrugated iron storage sheds containing industrial relics 
of the process of milling grain. See CMP for building details. 

ARCHAEOLOGY 
Archaeological potential unknown. There are remnants of the sidings and first weighbridge to 
the north of the site. 

MOVEABLE HERITAGE 
Extensive granary equipment and machines - refer to CMP for details. 

Significance Local 

Statement of 
significance 

The Carlingford Produce Store is of local significance as an assemblage of vernacular 
functional buildings comprising the 1927 Feed Mill and incorporating elements from 1902 to 
the present day. It is representative of vernacular timber and corrugated galvanised iron 
rural/industrial buildings built in Sydney during the first half of the 20th Century. The building 
is historically significant as tangible evidence of farming and transport practices in the 
Carlingford area from the early 20th Century through to the present. It has provided 
agricultural supplies to the Hills and surrounding districts continuously for 85 years and it also 
operated as a feed mill for around 60 years. It has social significance for families of past 
members, customers and staff of the original Producers Cooperative Company and its 
successors. The store has associations with William Gooden, the Post WWII Chairman and 
Managing Director responsible for the expansion of the Cooperative - he developed links with 
the farming and broader communities including local firms and James Ruse Agricultural High 
School. The site is a rare surviving example of a purpose built agricultural building in the 
area, containing operable vintage milling equipment from the first half of the 20th Century. 
The store has the potential to demonstrate grain handling and feed milling processes in an 
authentic context. The surviving equipment, chutes, fittings, timber grain bins, motors, 
engines and shafts permit a range of interpretive experiences. 

CMP Policies 

The ‘Carlingford Produce Store. Conservation Management Plan’ prepared in 2012 by Colin 
Israel Heritage Advice has been referenced for this assessment.  
 
CMP Policies relevant to the project for development in the vicinity of heritage, including 
views and vistas, are listed below.  

 Policy 9.00 - Setting  
 Policy 10.00 - Contents   
 Policy 11.00 - Changes  
 Policy 14.00 - Adaptation  
 Policy 15.00 - New work  
 Policy 17.00 - Interpretation strategy 
 Policy 23.00 - Records  
 Policy 24.00 - Building form 98 

                                                      
98 Colin Israel Heritage Advice 2012 
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Carlingford Stock Feeds (Carlingford Produce Store)97 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment, Carlingford light rail stop, and Pennant Hills Road 
compound and Carlingford compound are located within the heritage curtilage of Carlingford 
Stock Feeds.  
The proposed project alignment would be located in the current railway corridor near 
Carlingford Station and would not impact significant heritage fabric associated with the 
Carlingford Stock Feeds. Similarly, the compounds would not impact significant heritage 
fabric and would result in a negligible direct impact on the Carlingford Stock Feeds. The 
proposed Carlingford light rail stop would result in the removal of the existing platform 
building and the station platform which are not of heritage significance. Provided that 
mitigation measures are followed, the project would result in a minor impact on the heritage 
item overall. 
 
Visual impact: Minor 
The proposed Carlingford light rail stop would introduce a new element in the visual 
landscape of the Carlingford Stock Feeds. The design of the proposed light rail stop would 
use modern materials and remain visually unobtrusive. It would not significantly impact on 
views to and from the Carlingford Stock Feeds. The proposed Carlingford light rail stop would 
be in keeping with the current use of the line as a mode of rail transport. The construction 
compounds would result in a minor temporary visual impact to Carlingford Stock Feeds. 
Overall, the proposed works would result in a minor visual impact to Carlingford Stock Feeds.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
There is potential for indirect impacts due to vibration and works to take place in proximity of 
the heritage item. Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience 
vibration levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures outlined in the 
Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. 

6.5.3 Succinct heritage impact assessment for Carlingford Precinct 

The following table provides a succinct heritage impact assessment for the remaining SHR heritage 
items in the Carlingford Precinct. Direct impacts are assumed to be neutral unless otherwise stated. 

Table 30: Succinct heritage impact assessment for SHR items in Carlingford Precinct 

Item Listing Significance 

Redstone99 SHR (1795), Parramatta LEP 2011 (I01795) State 

 

‘Redstone’ is a single-storey sandstone and brick house with a detached single car garage in 
similar style. The residence is set in large, open, intact inter-war gardens. The house was 
designed by Walter Burley Griffin and constructed in the mid-1930s. 
Redstone is of state significance as an outstandingly intact example of the small-scale 
domestic work of the architect Walter Burley Griffin. An American student of Frank Lloyd 
Wright, Griffin is one of the most acclaimed designers to have practised in Australia. His 
extant works are rare internationally and important within Australia for introducing aspects of 
the Prairie School style of architecture.  
The intactness of Redstone's interiors, including its fixtures and fittings, is extremely rare and 
of state significance. The garden, though not designed by Walter Burley Griffin, is a fine 
intact example of an interwar garden which contributes to the setting of the house. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible 
The proposed works would be located within the current rail alignment. The works would 
remain in keeping with the setting of the heritage item. Trees mostly screen views from 
Redstone on the alignment. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact on 
Redstone. 

                                                      
99 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Register sheet “Redstone” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5056284 on 
6/1/2016. 
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Item Listing Significance 

 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would be 
minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 
10.0 of this report.   

6.5.4 Assessment summary for LEP items 

The following table provides a summary heritage impact assessment for the LEP listed heritage items 
in the Carlingford Precinct. Direct impacts are assumed to be neutral unless otherwise stated. A full 
assessment is provided in Appendix A.  

Table 31: Summary heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Carlingford Precinct 

Item Listing Significance Impacts 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I143) Local Visual impact: Negligible  

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Victorian House Parramatta LEP 2011 (I40) Local Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

K13 Memorial Parramatta LEP 2011 (I28) Local Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  

6.6 Significant views and vistas 

6.6.1 Planisphere 2012 technical report 

The Planisphere 2012 technical report provides guidelines for preserving significant views and vistas 
in relation to the Old Government House and Domain for development in Parramatta CBD. This 
document was prepared to ensure historic views are preserved in conjunction to the predicted 
development and expansion of Parramatta CBD. An assessment against the World and National 
heritage values of 16 views was undertaken for the study. Two of these views are within the study 
area. These views are listed in Table 32 and illustrated in Figure 76. 

Table 32: Significant historic views in Old Government House and Domain100 

View Significance Impact Assessment Impact 

1 George Street 

HIGH 
No views through the 
Gatehouse to Old 
Government House. 

Intermittent traffic from the project (light rail 
vehicles crossing the intersection) would not result 
in any difference in comparison to existing bus and 
truck traffic in long–distance views.  
No potential impact to this significant view by the 
project is expected. 

Neutral 

2 Macquarie Street 

HIGH 
Vegetated backdrop 
provides a visual 
connection to parkland 
beyond, relevance to 
Georgian town plan. 

No discernible views are currently afforded 
between the project at Church Street and Old 
Government House and Domain. 
No potential impact to this significant view by the 
project is expected. 

Neutral 

                                                      
100 Taken from Planisphere 2012 
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Figure 76: Significant historic views in Old Government House and Domain 
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6.6.2 Parramatta DCP 2011 

6.6.2.1 Historic views in Parramatta CBD  

Significant views and vistas listed in the Parramatta DCP 2011 within Parramatta CBD are provided in 
Table 33 and illustrated in Figure 77. 

Table 33: Historic views in Parramatta CBD101  

Identified view Significance Impact Assessment Impacts 

1 Old Government House 
view northeast to the river, 
Old King’s School building 
and site of former 
Government farm. 

Key historic view demonstrating 
the relationship between the 
Governor, early Government 
farm and major school 
institution. Setting of both 
heritage items. 

The proposed project 
alignment would not 
impact the view lines. 

Neutral 

2 Views east to St John’s 
Church along Hunter Street, 
available back to Parramatta 
Regional Park. 

Hunter Street framed view to St 
John’s church. 

The proposed project 
alignment would not 
impact the view lines.  

Neutral 

3 Views to St John’s Church 
and square from north 

Historic main street approach to 
city centre and St John’s historic 
church and other heritage items 
in view. 

The proposed project 
alignment would introduce 
a new element in the view 
lines towards St Johns 
church and square. It 
would remain unobtrusive 
and would not significantly 
impede views.  

Negligible 

4 Views west, from eastern 
side of square, mall, Civic 
Place and Town Hall. 

Backdrop/setting of church. 
Views to church and spires. 

The proposed project 
alignment would not 
impact the view lines. 

Neutral 

5 Views north and south along 
Church Street, including view 
of ANZ Dome and heritage 
buildings, St John’s Church 
spires to the south and St 
Peter’s church. 

Historic main street and 
approach to city. A number of 
heritage buildings. 

The proposed project 
alignment would introduce 
a new element in the view 
lines. It would remain 
unobtrusive and would not 
significantly impede on 
views. 

Negligible 

6 Approach to Parramatta 
south along Church Street 
from Fennell Street, 
sequential views. 

Historic main street and 
approach. Relatively consistent 
scale and setback of 
streetscape. 

The proposed project 
alignment would introduce 
a new element in the view 
lines. It would remain 
unobtrusive and would not 
significantly impede views. 

Negligible 

7 Views along George Street 
to Parramatta Park gatehouse 
and trees. 

Key historic street approach to 
the park. City edge of park, 
framing views to gatehouse, 
trees and Old Government 
House (not now visible), views of 
streetscape, heritage items. 

The proposed project 
alignment would introduce 
a new element in the view 
lines. It would remain 
unobtrusive and would not 
significantly impede views. 

Negligible 

                                                      
101 Taken from Parramatta DCP 2011 
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Identified view Significance Impact Assessment Impacts 

8 View from Marys Hill across 
Parramatta’s City Centre to 
distant hills. 

Key historic viewing point from 
the highest part of the 
Parramatta Park with best views 
of the city in the river valley, 
glimpses to hills behind the city 
between buildings. 

The proposed project 
alignment would not 
impact the view lines. 

Neutral 

9 View from The Crescent to 
the distant hills Key historic 
viewing point from the ridge of 
The Crescent 

Key historic viewing point from 
the ridge of The Crescent to 
glimpses of distant hills between 
buildings. 

The proposed project 
alignment would not 
impact the view lines. 

Neutral 
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Figure 77: Historic views in Parramatta CBD 

  



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 128 
 

6.6.2.2 Historic view corridors in Harris Park  

Significant historic view corridors listed in the Parramatta DCP 2011 in Harris Park are provided in 
Table 34 and illustrated in Figure 78. 

Table 34: Historic view corridors in Harris Park102 

Identified view Significance Impact 
Assessment Impacts 

1-5, 11 and 12 on views map -
Views from Elizabeth Farm 
and Harris Park colonial 
precinct north to the ridgeline 
of hills, river basin (area 
bounded by Victoria Road, 
James Ruse Drive, Prospect 
and Harris Streets) to trees 
along river, former Newlands, 
trees of former Rangihou, 
Wavertree, Macarthur Girls 
High School, marked by tall 
tree plantings, including bunya 
and hoop pines, visible above 
surrounding suburban 
development. 

Broadest panorama views in 
Parramatta, of hills to the north 
allowing appreciation river valley 
landscape setting, the siting and 
interrelationships between key 
colonial farms and remnant early 
houses (marked by historic tall 
tree plantings of Elizabeth Farm, 
Newlands, Wavertree, Macarthur 
House, Rangihou). Also modern 
views of key historic farm 
plantings from major roads. 

The proposed project 
alignment would not 
impact the view lines. 

Neutral 

6 and 10 on views map - 
Views of the former Female 
Orphan School/ UWS 
Rydalmere from southwest, 
from James Ruse Drive, 
Elizabeth Farm and 
Experiment Farm. 

Views to a key heritage item, the 
former Female Orphan School, 
retention of historical visual 
connections to Elizabeth Farm 
and Experiment Farm. 

The proposed project 
alignment would not 
impact the view lines. 

Neutral 

7 on views map - View from 
Experiment Farm northeast to 
trees of Hambledon Cottage. 

Demonstrates interrelationship 
between two key colonial 
cottages. 

The proposed project 
alignment would not 
impact the view lines. 

Neutral 

8 on views map - Views from 
Hambledon Cottage to trees of 
Elizabeth Farm. No. 9 on 
views map - Views from 
Elizabeth Farm to trees of 
Hambledon Cottage. 

Demonstrates interrelationship 
between master and servant, the 
Macarthur family and governess. 

The proposed project 
alignment would not 
impact the view lines. 

Neutral 

13-16 on views map - Views 
from riverbank ridge defined 
by Thomas Street, North 
Parramatta, looking south 
down Stewart, Macarthur, 
Morton and Pemberton Streets 
to tall tree plantings of 
Hambledon Cottage, 
Experiment Farm, Elizabeth 
Farm and ridgeline of Harris 
Park colonial precinct 

Retain modern views of 
landmark tree plantings from the 
riverbank edge. 

The proposed project 
alignment would not 
impact the view lines. 

Neutral 

 

                                                      
102 Taken from Parramatta DCP 2011 
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Figure 78: Historic view corridors in Harris Park 
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6.6.2.3 Significant district views 

Significant district views listed in the Parramatta DCP 2011 are provided in Table 35 and illustrated in 
Figure 79. 

Table 35: Significant district views103 

Significant district views Impact Assessment Impact 

1 District view looking South, corner 
Bettington and Pennant Hills Road, 
Telopea 

The proposed project alignment 
would not impact the view lines. Neutral 

2 Panoramic view of Camellia and 
Rydalmere looking South, corner Adderton 
and Pennant Hills Road, Telopea 

The proposed project alignment 
would not impact the view lines. Neutral 

3 District view looking South West, Eric 
Mobbs Reserve, Mobbs Hill 

The proposed project alignment 
would not impact the view lines. Neutral 

4 Looking South West towards Camellia 
industrial area, Perry Street, Dundas 

The proposed project alignment 
would not impact the view lines. Neutral 

                                                      
103 Taken from Parramatta DCP 2011 
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Figure 79: Significant district views 
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7.0 OFF-CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT 

7.1 Introduction 

The following sections provide an assessment of potential heritage impacts within the off-corridor 
works areas of the project for each precinct. As described in Section 5.0, the off-corridor works would 
primarily involve rearrangement and relaying of traffic services including ancillary infrastructure, active 
transport corridors and additional urban design features. While these ancillary works are considered 
minor in nature, there would be direct impacts, visual impacts and potential indirect impacts on nearby 
heritage items and heritage conservation areas. As the design is at pre-concept level, the finer details 
of possible impacts and proposed works is currently unknown and will need to be addressed in 
detailed design stage.  

The majority of impacts in the off-corridor works areas have been assessed as negligible. Where off-
corridor works encroach into the heritage curtilage of items, the impact would increase to minor or 
moderate. It is noted that some of the items addressed in this off-corridor assessment are also 
previously assessed on-corridor items. Due to the either negligible or minor impacts to these items, 
the overall impacts assessed for on-corridor works remain unchanged. Detailed assessment is not 
included for negligible or neutral impacts. 

7.2 Westmead Precinct 

The table below provides a summary heritage impact assessment for the heritage items located 
within the off-corridor zones of the Westmead Precinct. Cumberland District Hospital Group is located 
within both Westmead Precinct and Parramatta North Precinct. The assessment for Cumberland 
District Hospital Group is included in Parramatta North Precinct as most impacts will occur within that 
precinct. 

Table 36: Off-corridor assessment for Westmead Precinct 

Item Listing Significance Impacts 

Parramatta Park and Old 
Government House 
(Australian Convict Sites) 

World Heritage List (1306), 
National Heritage List 
(105957), SHR (00596), 
Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register, 
Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I00596) 

World 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
 
Encroachment into World Heritage 
Buffer Zone along O’Connell Street 
and Macquarie Street, with neutral 
impact to significant heritage fabric 
and negligible impact to significant 
view lines. 

Victorian residence (in 
grounds of UWS) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I629) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

7.3 Parramatta North Precinct 

The table below provides a summary heritage impact assessment for the heritage items located 
within the off-corridor zones of the Parramatta North Precinct. Cumberland District Hospital Group is 
located within both Westmead Precinct and Parramatta North Precinct. The assessment for 
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Cumberland District Hospital Group is included in Parramatta North Precinct as most impacts will 
occur within this precinct. 

Table 37: Off-corridor assessment for Parramatta North Precinct 

Item Listing Significance Impacts 

Cumberland District 
Hospital Group 

SHR (820)  
Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I00820) 

State 

Direct impact: Negligible 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
The proposed off-corridor works 
would consist of road works, road 
upgrades, line marking, and 
pavement works along Bridge Road, 
Eastern Circuit, Warrinya Avenue, 
River Road, and Greenup Drive. 
Refer to discussion in Section 6.0. 

Parramatta Correctional 
Centre 

SHR (00812)  
Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I00812) 

State 

Direct impact: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area encroaching on heritage 
curtilage. Road widening works on the 
corner of O’Connell and Board Street 
that would impact curtilage but not 
heritage fabric. Removal of trees 
along the western side of O’Connell 
Street and works in proximity to fence. 
Mitigation measures outlined in 
Section 10.0 would mitigate potential 
impacts. 

Oddfellows Arms Inn SHR (276), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00276) State  

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

St Patrick’s Roman 
Catholic Cemetery  

SHR (1880), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I388) State 

Direct impact: Negligible 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Potential indirect impact through 
works in proximity of tree branches 
and root systems along Pennant Hills 
Road. Mitigation measures outlined in 
section 10.0 would mitigate potential 
impacts. 

Avondale SHR (239), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00239) State 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Roseneath Cottage SHR (42), Parramatta LEP 
2011 (I00042) State 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Stone kerbing and tree 
planting 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I362) Local 

Direct impact: Moderate 
Visual impact: Moderate 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area encroaching on heritage 
curtilage. Removal of trees and 
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Item Listing Significance Impacts 

kerbing along Fleet Street. Mitigation 
measures outlined in Section 10.0 
would mitigate potential impacts. 

Stone cottage 
(Parramatta TV & Video) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I351) Local 

Direct impact: Minor - Moderate 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area encroaching on heritage 
curtilage for road widening along 
Dunlop Street. Possible removal of 
front fence that has heritage 
significance. Mitigation measures 
outlined in Section 10.0 would 
mitigate potential impacts. 

Stone kerb and gutter Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I353) Local 

Direct impact: Major 
Visual impact: Moderate 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Direct impact from removal of stone 
kerb and gutter to allow for road 
widening along Dunlop Street as part 
of the off-corridor works. This would 
remove the heritage item from its 
original position and potentially alter 
the street alignment. Mitigation 
measures outlined in Section 10.0 
would mitigate potential impacts. 

Electric substation Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I350) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Brick cottages Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I385) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Timber cottage Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I369) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Nineteenth century 
cottages 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I367) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Pair of cottages Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I387) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Stone kerb and gutter Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I329) Local 

Direct impact: Moderate 
Visual impact: Moderate 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Direct impact from the removal of the 
eastern portion of stone kerb and 
gutter to allow for road widening along 
Albert Street as part of the off-corridor 
works. Mitigation measures outlined in 
Section 10.0 would mitigate potential 
impacts. 
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Item Listing Significance Impacts 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I323) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Oakleight Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I324) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I325) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Norfolk House (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I346) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Horse trough Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I389) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
 

North Parramatta 
Conservation Area Parramatta LEP 2011 Local 

Direct impact: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
 
Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area encroaching on heritage 
curtilage for road widening, line 
marking, and pavement works along 
Albert Street, Trott Street, O’Connell 
Street, Harold Street, Fennell Street, 
Grose Street, and Ross Street. 
Mitigation measures outlined in 
Section 10.0 would mitigate potential 
impacts. 

Residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I531) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Dorislea Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I530) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I529) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Hollywood Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I528) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I501) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Former bakery (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I695) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I502) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
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Item Listing Significance Impacts 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I471) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I472) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I473) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I474) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Stable (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I698) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I706) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Bicycle shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I694) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Commercial building Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I693) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I692) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Single storey residence Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I527) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Conjoined residences Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I495) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Single storey residence 
(and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I539) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Conjoined residences Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I540) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Convent of Our Lady of 
Mercy and associated 
buildings 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I550) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Royal Oak Hotel and 
stables (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I691) Local 

Direct impact: Moderate 
Visual impact: Moderate 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area encroaching on heritage 
curtilage for road widening at the 



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 137 
 

Item Listing Significance Impacts 

intersection of Church Street and 
Ross Street. Refer to discussion in 
Section 6.0. 

7.4 Parramatta CBD Precinct 

The table below provides a summary heritage impact assessment for the heritage items located 
within the off-corridor zones of the Parramatta CBD Precinct. 

Table 38: Off-corridor assessment for Parramatta CBD Precinct 

Item Listing Significance Impacts 

Murphys House  
(St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
presbytery and precinct 
(and potential 
archaeological site)) 

SHR (00238), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00238) State 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Marsden Rehabilitation 
Centre Group 

SHR (00826), NSW 
Department of Health s170 
Heritage Register, 
Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I00826) 

State 

Direct impacts: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area encroaching on heritage 
curtilage for road widening, line 
marking, and pavement works at the 
intersection of O’Connell Street and 
Victoria Road. Mitigation measures 
outlined in Section 10.0 would 
mitigate potential impacts. 

Kings School Group 
(former) 

SHR (00771), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00771) State  

Direct impacts: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area encroaching on heritage 
curtilage for road widening, line 
marking, and pavement works at the 
intersection of O’Connell Street and 
Victoria Road. Mitigation measures 
outlined in Section 10.0 would 
mitigate potential impacts. 

Parramatta District 
Hospital – Brislington 
and Landscape 

SHR (0059), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I0059) State 

Direct impact: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area encroaching on heritage 
curtilage for road widening, line 
marking, and pavement works along 
Marsden Street. Mitigation measures 
outlined in Section 10.0 would 
mitigate potential impacts. 

Parramatta District 
Hospital – Archaeology 

SHR (00828), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00828) State 

Direct impact: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
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Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area encroaching on heritage 
curtilage for road widening, line 
marking, and pavement works along 
Marsden Street. Mitigation measures 
outlined in Section 10.0 would 
mitigate potential impacts. 

Travellers’ Rest Inn 
Group 

SHR (00748), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00748) State 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Redcoats Mess House SHR (00218), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00218) State 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Roxy Theatre SHR (00711), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00711) State 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Perth House and Stables SHR (00155), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00155) State 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Warders cottages SHR (00709), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00709) State 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Harrisford (and potential 
archaeological site) 

SHR (00248), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00248) State 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Alfred Square (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I686) 
(SHR nominated: under 
consideration for listing) 
 

Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Visual impact from road widening at 
the intersection of Church Street and 
Victoria Road, Church Street and 
Market Street, and along Victoria 
Road. No direct impacts from off-
corridor works. Mitigation measures 
outlined in Section 10.0 would 
mitigate potential impacts. 

Horse trough Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I747) Local 

Direct impact: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area encroaching on heritage 
curtilage for road widening, line 
marking, and pavement works at the 
intersection of Church Street and 
Victoria Road. Mitigation measures 
outlined in Section 10.0 would 
mitigate potential impacts. 

Rose and Crown Hotel 
(and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I746) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
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Item Listing Significance Impacts 

St Peter’s Uniting Church 
and studio theatre (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I687) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Parramatta Dam 
archaeological site weir 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I732, A13) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Former St Andrews 
Uniting Church, hall (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I736) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Shop Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I671) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Shop, office (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I670) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Former ANZ Bank (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I678) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Court house tower 

Attorney General's 
Department s170 Heritage 
and Conservation Register, 
Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I699) 

Local 
Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Neutral 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Former Rural Bank Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I700) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Marsdens Building (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I701) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Woolpack Hotel (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I702) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Former courthouse wall 
and sandstone cellblock 
(and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I659) Local 

Direct impact: Minor 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
 
Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area encroaching on heritage 
curtilage for road widening and 
pavement works at the intersection of 
Church Street and George Street. 
Mitigation measures outlined in 
Section 10.0 would mitigate potential 
impacts. 

Westpac Bank Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I665) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

HMV (former 
Commonwealth Bank) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I658) Local Direct impact: Neutral 

Visual impact: Negligible 
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Item Listing Significance Impacts 

(and potential 
archaeological site) 

Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Telstra House (former 
post office) (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I657) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I655) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Horse parapet façade 
(and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I656) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Shops (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I703) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Civic Arcade (former 
theatre) (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I704) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Dr Pringle’s Cottage Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I705) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Shop and office (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I00278) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

St George’s Terrace (and 
potential archaeological 
site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I738) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Convict barracks wall Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I717) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Arthur Phillip High 
School (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I720) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Wetlands Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I735) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Gasworks Bridge 

Roads and Maritime 
Services s170 Heritage 
and Conservation Register, 
Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I487) 

Local 

Direct impact: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
 
Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area encroaching on heritage 
curtilage for road works along 
Macarthur Street. Mitigation measures 
outlined in Section 10.0 would 
mitigate potential impacts. 

7.5 Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 

The table below provides a summary heritage impact assessment for the heritage items located 
within the off-corridor zones of the Rosehill & Camellia Precinct. 
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Table 39: Off-corridor assessment for Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 

Item Listing Significance Impacts 

Rosehill Railway Station 
Footbridge 

RailCorp Section 170 
Register Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Neutral 
Potential indirect impact: Neutral 

Timber cottages Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I532) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Residential flats and 
houses 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I523) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 

Residential flats and 
houses 

Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I490) Local 

Direct impact: Negligible 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 

RTA Depot Parramatta LEP 2011 
(I576) Local 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Neutral 
Potential indirect impact: Neutral 

7.6 Carlingford Precinct 

The table below provides a summary heritage impact assessment for the heritage items located 
within the off-corridor zones of the Carlingford Precinct. 

Table 40: Off-corridor assessment for Carlingford Precinct 

Item Listing Significance Impacts 

Rydalmere Hospital 
Precinct (former) 

SHR (00749), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I00749) State 

Direct impact: Minor 
Visual impact: Minor (temporary) 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
 
Direct impact from off-corridor project 
area/compound encroaching on 
heritage curtilage. Refer to discussion 
in Section 6.0. 

Redstone SHR (01795), Parramatta 
LEP 2011 (I01795) State 

Direct impact: Neutral 
Visual impact: Negligible 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
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8.0 CUMULATIVE HERITAGE IMPACTS 

When considered in isolation, the environmental impacts and benefits of an individual project may not 
be significant. However, when combined with the effects of other developments, the cumulative 
effects can potentially result in a greater extent, magnitude or duration of impacts. Identifying potential 
cumulative impacts assists in developing appropriate management measures and provides a basis for 
coordinated regional planning and environmental monitoring. 

The cumulative impacts of the Parramatta Light Rail project with other development within the vicinity 
of the corridor (such as the Parramatta North Urban Transformation project) has been assessed in 
this document. The impacts of both on and off-corridor works have to be considered holistically as 
they apply to the varied collection of local, state, national and world listed heritage items, within the 
limitations of approaches to cultural heritage management. Cumulative impacts for a broad area are 
not a simple addition of impacts summed to generate an overall impact, as a high impact in one place 
can be negligible across a long corridor, whilst minor impacts across a whole corridor can accumulate 
into a significant impact. 

Discussion regarding defining the scope, underlying data, and the assumptions of cumulative 
assessment processes in relation to cultural heritage has resulted in an approach more akin to 
standard impact assessment as:  

‘…it remains far preferable to continue applying qualitative processes such as significance 
assessment, based though they are on cultural perspectives, opinion and experience, along 
with mandated approaches such as the social license to operate and the limits of acceptable 
change rather than attempt some quasi-scientific approach that fails to meet certain minimum 
quantitative bases for its application…’104 

Therefore, the cumulative impact assessment for the project, in the context of the broader 
development of the area, can only be general in nature, due to the shortcomings of cumulative impact 
assessment in the context of cultural heritage management. 

Development around the project considered in this assessment consists of thirty projects, including 
urban development, infrastructure, mixed development, cultural and social projects, heritage repair 
and restoration and interpretive works as outlined in Chapter 9 of the EIS. Of these thirty projects, five 
have expected heritage considerations to account for.  

These projects represent the latest developments within Parramatta, not the entirety of development 
which has occurred within the project area. These developments have continued to modify the historic 
landscape as the broader area has developed with impacts upon specific sites and areas over time. 

Therefore, due to the preceding, ongoing, and planned future development around the project, the 
contributory impact of the project within this overall setting of development can only be considered 
minor overall, as further discussed below. The scale of the project, though extending across a long 
corridor, is localised within its immediate setting and is relatively unobtrusive visually and in keeping 
with the nature of the project corridor which is currently used for various modes of transport. 

As such, the project design has sought to address heritage impacts through ongoing revisions of 
designs based on regular consultation with heritage specialists, which seek to reduce impacts where 
possible. Engineering, safety, environmental and other constraints mean that in certain instances 
impact upon a listed item is unavoidable. This approach limits the contributory impacts of the 
development. 

                                                      
104 Godwin, L. 2011. The Application of Assessment of Cumulative Impacts in Cultural Heritage Management: A 
Critique in Australian Archaeology No.73. 
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The primary cumulative impacts across the corridor can be largely addressed as two major classes: 

 Direct impacts to heritage items, where demolition or new construction will damage listed heritage 

fabric, or introduce new elements into the curtilage of listed items, either individual sites or 

conservation areas 

 Indirect impacts to heritage items, where the introduction of new elements into the historic urban 

environment, or close to listed items alters the aesthetics of the historic urban landscape, or 

recognised views and vistas associated with listed items or conservations areas. 

The cumulative direct impacts of the project as part of the broader Parramatta North Urban 
Transformation project and other development within the vicinity of the corridor, though in some cases 
causing a high level of impact to specific sites, are generally assessed as being minor across the 
entire length of the corridor, due to the following factors: 

 Few listed sites are subject to major or moderate impacts, with most impacts being noted as minor 

impacts 

 Refinement of the design over the course of the design process has sought to limit and mitigate 

impacts to sites along the corridor 

 The higher impacts, notably to Cumberland Hospital Group and the Camellia underbridge 

abutments, are mitigated through a series of measures designed to retain significant fabric, where 

possible, reuse fabric in new works or as part of interpretation, record items prior to works 

commencing and institute interpretation strategies along the corridor   

 Interpretation of heritage sites and archaeology will be utilised to mitigate impacts and enhance 

other heritage values. 

The cumulative indirect impacts of the project as part of the Parramatta North Urban Transformation 
project and other development within the vicinity of the corridor with the introduction of new 
infrastructure along the corridor, including stations, wires, poles, and associated ancillary works, is 
also considered a minor impact. This is due mainly to the offsetting nature of the route in its 
enhancing of the social values of some of the key sites along the network. The indirect cumulative 
impacts are considered minor as: 

 The new infrastructure will be visually consistent along the length of the corridor 

 Part of the route will be within an existing rail corridor, enhancing the historic values of this corridor 

and interpretation of heritage sites and archaeology will be utilised to mitigate impact and enhance 

other heritage values 

 The route, once linked to the city light rail network, will facilitate in bringing additional members of 

the community to numerous heritage items, notably within the Parramatta CBD, north Parramatta 

and Westmead precincts, and improving the appreciation and understanding of these items 

through new interpretation which will support the corridor. 
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9.0 SUMMARY OF IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

9.1 Overview of impacts 

A summary table of direct, visual, and potential indirect impacts is provided below for each on-corridor 
heritage item located within the study area.  

Table 41: Overview of impacts 

Precinct Item  Significance Direct Visual Potential 
indirect 

Westmead 

Parramatta Park and Old 
Government House 
(Australian Convict Sites) 

World Neutral Negligible Negligible 

University of Western Sydney Local Neutral Minor Negligible  

Parramatta North  

Cumberland District Hospital 
Group State Moderate Moderate Minor 

Oddfellows Arms Inn State Neutral Neutral Negligible 

St. Patrick's Roman Catholic 
Cemetery State Minor Minor Minor 

Stone kerbing and tree 
planting (I362) Local Moderate Moderate Minor 

Stone kerb and gutter (I353) Local Neutral Neutral Negligible  

Nineteenth century cottages Local Neutral Neutral Negligible 

Timber cottage Local Neutral Neutral Negligible 

Single storey residence and 
potential archaeological site Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Norfolk House and potential 
archaeological site Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Former bakery (and potential 
archaeological site) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

North Parramatta 
Conservation Area Local Neutral Minor 

(temporary) Negligible 

Stable (and potential 
archaeological site) Local Neutral Minor 

(temporary) Negligible 

Single-storey residence (I706) Local Neutral Neutral Negligible 

Bicycle shop Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Commercial building Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (I692) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Royal Oak Hotel and stables 
(and potential archaeological 
site) 

Local Major Major Minor 
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Precinct Item  Significance Direct Visual Potential 
indirect 

Single Storey residence (I502) Local Neutral Minor 
(temporary) Negligible 

Parramatta CBD 

Lennox Bridge State Moderate Major Minor 

Parramatta District Hospital - 
Brislington and Landscape State Neutral Neutral Negligible  

Redcoats’ Mess House (and 
potential archaeological site) State Neutral Neutral Negligible 

Shop and office (00278) State Neutral Neutral Negligible 

Roxy Cinema State Neutral Neutral Negligible 

Warders Cottages State Neutral Minor Negligible 

Perth House and Stables State Neutral Neutral Negligible 

Ancient Aboriginal and Early 
Colonial Landscape (Robin 
Thomas Reserve) 

State Moderate Moderate Minor 

Harrisford State Neutral Neutral Negligible 

HMAS Parramatta shipwreck 
and memorials State Neutral Negligible Negligible 

Horse trough (I747) Local Neutral Negligible Negligible 

Alfred Square (and potential 
archaeological site)  

Local 
(SHR nominated: 
under 
consideration for 
listing) 

Moderate Moderate Minor 

Anthony Malouf and Co Local Neutral Minor Minor 

St Peter’s Uniting Church and 
studio theatre (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Local Neutral Minor Minor 

Shop (I682) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (I681) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (I680) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (I679) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Former David Jones 
department store Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (I676) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (I675) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (I674) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (I673) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 
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Precinct Item  Significance Direct Visual Potential 
indirect 

Shop (I671) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Former St Andrew’s Uniting 
Church, hall (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Local Neutral Neutral Negligible 

Former ANZ Bank (and 
potential archaeological site) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop, office (and potential 
archaeological site) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) (I669) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) (I668) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) (I667) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) (I666) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) (I677) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Sandstone and brick wall Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shops and offices (I664) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) (I663) Local Neutral Minor Minor 

Shop (I662) Local Neutral Minor Minor 

Shop (I661) Local Neutral Minor Minor 

Parramatta House (and 
potential archaeological site) Local Neutral Minor Minor 

Westpac Bank Local Neutral Minor Minor 

Former Rural Bank Local Neutral Neutral Negligible 

Court house tower Local Neutral Neutral Negligible 

Marsdens Building (and 
potential archaeological site) Local Neutral Neutral Negligible  

Woolpack Hotel (and potential 
archaeological site) Local Neutral Neutral Negligible  

Former courthouse wall and 
sandstone cellblock (and 
potential archaeological site) 

Local Minor Negligible Minor 

Shops (and potential 
archaeological site) (I703) Local Neutral Neutral Negligible 
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Precinct Item  Significance Direct Visual Potential 
indirect 

Civic Arcade (former theatre) 
(and potential archaeological 
site) 

Local Neutral Neutral Negligible  

Dr Pringle’s Cottage Local Neutral Neutral Negligible 

HMV (former Commonwealth 
Bank) (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Telstra House (former post 
office) (and potential 
archaeological site) 

Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site) (I655) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Horse parapet facade and 
potential archaeological site Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Bicentennial Square and 
adjoining buildings Local Neutral Negligible Negligible 

Centennial Memorial Clock Local Minor Negligible Negligible 

Murrays’ Building (and 
potential archaeological site) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Kia Ora (and potential 
archaeological site) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Leigh Memorial Uniting 
Church Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Arthur Phillip High School (and 
potential archaeological site) Local Neutral Negligible Minor 

Convict barracks wall Local Neutral Minor Negligible 

Wetlands (I735) Local Neutral Neutral Negligible 

Gasworks Bridge Local Neutral Negligible Negligible 

Queen's Wharf Reserve and 
stone wall and potential 
archaeological site 

Local Minor Minor Minor 

Tara (also known as 
Ellengowan) Local Neutral Minor Negligible 

Rosehill & 
Camellia 

Sewage Pumping Station 67 State Minor Minor Negligible 

Trees in median strip Local Minor Minor Minor 

Resident flats and houses 
(I490) Local Minor Negligible Minor 

Resident flats and houses 
(I523) Local Neutral Neutral Negligible 

Timber cottages Local Neutral Neutral Negligible 
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Precinct Item  Significance Direct Visual Potential 
indirect 

Bulimba Local Neutral Negligible  Negligible 

Cottage (I486) Local Minor Negligible  Minor 

Tram alignment Local Minor Minor Minor 

Grave of Eliner Magee & child Local Minor Minor  Minor 

Wetlands (I1) Local Minor Minor Minor 

Carlingford 

Rydalmere Hospital Precinct 
(former) State Minor Minor 

(temporary) Minor 

Dundas Railway Station group State Moderate Moderate Minor 

Redstone State Neutral Negligible Negligible 

Camellia (Parramatta River) 
Underbridge Abutments/Clyde 
Carlingford Bridge abutments 
(Southern) 

Local Major Major N/A 

Camellia (Parramatta River) 
Underbridge Abutments/Clyde 
Carlingford Rail Bridge 
abutments (Northern) 

Local Major  Major N/A 

Single storey residence (I43) Local Neutral Negligible Negligible 

Victorian house Local Neutral Negligible Negligible 

K13 memorial Local Neutral Negligible Negligible 

Carlingford Stock Feeds 
(Carlingford Produce Store) Local Minor Minor Minor 

9.2 Statement of heritage impact 

The study area comprises a project area and a 25-metre buffer zone around the project area. The 
study area includes a heritage item listed on the WHL and NHL (Parramatta Park and Old 
Government House), 17 items listed on the SHR and 83 items listed on LEPs and state agencies’ 
Section 170 registers. 

This report has assessed the built-heritage impacts of the project for all heritage items within the 
study area. The impact assessment considered direct, visual and potential indirect impacts of the 
projects construction and operation. The report also includes an impact assessment of significant 
view lines going beyond precinct boundaries. An assessment against the World and National heritage 
values of the Old Government House & Domain is also provided. 

The assessments for the individual heritage items in the study area concluded that the project would 
result in neutral direct and potential indirect impacts on the Old Government House & Domain, and 
that the project would result in a negligible visual impact on the world heritage site. It was assessed 
that the project would not result in a significant impact on matters of national environmental 
significance under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

Among the 17 SHR items located in the study area, the project would result in a moderate direct 
impact and a moderate visual impact to Dundas Railway Station Group, pending detailed design of 
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the proposed Dundas light rail stop. The project would result in a moderate direct impact to 
Cumberland District Hospital Group, Lennox Bridge, and Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial 
Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve). The project would result in major visual impacts to Lennox 
Bridge, and moderate visual impacts on the Cumberland District Hospital Group and the Ancient 
Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve), which could be minimised by 
considering a wire free design for these sections of the project. Other impacts to SHR items ranged 
from neutral to minor and would not significantly alter their respective heritage values. 

Among the 83 locally significant heritage items in the study area, the project would result in major 
heritage impacts on three heritage items including ‘Royal Oak Hotel and stables (and potential 
archaeological site)’ and the two individually-listed abutments of ‘Camellia (Parramatta River) 
Underbridge Abutments/Clyde Carlingford Bridge’. These items are proposed to be removed to 
enable the functioning of the project including road construction in proximity of the rail alignment and 
installation of the required double tracks. These three items would no longer reach the threshold of 
local significance and would likely be delisted.  

The project would result in a moderate direct impact and moderate visual impact to two locally listed 
heritage items including the SHR nominated ‘Alfred Square (and potential archaeological site)’, and 
‘Stone kerbing and tree planting’ due to the project corridor alignment being located within the 
curtilages of these items. The remainder of the local heritage items within the study area would have 
neutral to minor direct, visual and potential heritage impacts and would not be significantly impacted. 

Negligible to moderate potential indirect impacts as a result of vibration or works in proximity to 
heritage items would be minimised and managed in accordance with the recommendations of a 
Vibration Assessment and Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) prepared for the 
project. Other construction impacts including the presence of construction sites in the vicinity of 
heritage items would be negligible to minor and would be temporary.  

An assessment of impact on significant views and vistas within the study area identified in the 
Planisphere 2012 technical report and the Parramatta DCP 2011 concluded that the project would 
result in neutral to negligible impacts on these views. The cultural landscapes of Old Government 
House and Parramatta Park would be retained. The cultural landscapes of the Cumberland District 
Hospital Group, and the Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve) 
would be partly impacted with overall moderate impacts on their landscape values.  

Additionally, 91 items were included in an off-corridor assessment. The impacts of off-corridor works 
would be mostly negligible to minor, and are not considered to have a significant cumulative impact 
on heritage items of World, National, State or local significance.   

The anticipated contemporary design of the proposed project alignment, light rail stations and 
substations would generally allow separation from the historic character of the heritage items whilst 
remaining unobtrusive in design and bulk. The project would be read as a contemporary layer of 
development similarly to existing light rail lines located in the Sydney region. The project would 
provide increased accessibly to heritage items in the study area and enable the promotion of heritage 
values in the localities concerned, particularly in relation to opportunities for heritage interpretation. 
Positive impacts on the Cumberland District Hospital Group as a result of the project would include 
expanded views onto the site and Old Government House and Parramatta Park. 

Heritage impacts would be minimised by implementing mitigation and management measures for the 
study area as well as for specific heritage items. 
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10.0 MITIGATION & MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

Mitigation and management measures are provided below to manage the potential impacts to listed 
heritage items as per the assessment contained in Chapter 6.0 of this report.  

The following table provides mitigation and management measures relevant to minimising the impacts 
of the project. 

Table 42: Mitigation and management measures 

Measure Guidelines Would apply to 
Heritage 
Management 
Plan  

A Heritage Management Plan (HMP) would be 
prepared as part of the Construction 
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) in 
consultation with the NSW Heritage Division. 
Specific measures would be identified in 
consultation with a qualified heritage specialist. 
The objectives and strategies of the sub-plan in 
relation to built heritage would include the 
following: 
 Minimise impacts on items or places of 

heritage value 
 Details on management measures to be 

implemented to prevent and minimise 
impacts on heritage items (including 
archival recordings and/or measures to 
protect unaffected sites during 
construction works in the vicinity) 

 Procedures for the reinstatement of areas 
of heritage value that would be 
temporarily impacted by construction 
following the completion of construction 

 Heritage monitoring and auditing 
requirements. 

 Project area  

Construction 
Noise and 
Vibration 
Management 
Plan 

A Construction Noise and Vibration 
Management Plan (CNVMP) would be prepared 
as part of the CEMP, which would consider and 
manage impacts on sensitive receivers 
including heritage items identified in the 
Heritage Management Plan. 

 Project area 

Design  The platforms, stops and substations would be 
designed to remain non-obtrusive with limited 
bulk to minimise visual impacts on heritage 
items in the vicinity and to respect the historical 
landscape of the route. Form, fabric and palette 
would respond to place and context, and 
respect the heritage values of the area. Where 
possible the recommendations of the heritage 
interpretation plan would be incorporated into 
design.  
Ancillary works required by the project related 
to power supply, drainage facilities, railway 
tracks, overhead wiring and any other works 
would be designed to minimise impacts on 
heritage items and areas of archeological 
potential as much as feasible within the context 
of the project. 

 Project area 
 University of Western Sydney 
 Cumberland District Hospital 

Precinct 
 Alfred Square (and potential 

archaeological site) 
 Lennox Bridge 
 Anthony Malouf and Co 
 St Peter’s Uniting Church and 

studio theatre 
 Shop (and potential archaeological 

site) (item I663) 
 Shop (item I662) 
 Shop (item I661) 
 Parramatta House (and potential 

archaeological site) 
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Measure Guidelines Would apply to 

 Westpac Bank 
 Warders Cottages 
 Convict Barracks Wall 
 Dundas Railway Station Group 
 Carlingford Stock Feeds 

Wire free design A wire free design would be considered during 
the detailed design phase to minimise visual 
impacts on heritage items. 

 Cumberland District Hospital 
Precinct 

 Lennox Bridge 

 Ancient Aboriginal and Early 
Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas 
Reserve) 

Heritage 
Architect 
Involvement  

An appropriately qualified and experienced 
heritage architect would provide independent 
review periodically throughout detailed design. 

 Cumberland District Hospital 
Precinct 

 Alfred Square (and potential 
archaeological site) 

 Lennox Bridge 
 Dundas Railway Station Group 

Heritage 
Engineer 
Involvement 

An appropriately qualified and experienced 
heritage engineer would provide independent 
review periodically throughout detailed design. 

 Lennox Bridge 

Heritage 
Interpretation  

Appropriate heritage interpretation would be 
incorporated into the design for the project in 
accordance with the NSW Heritage Manual, the 
NSW Heritage Office’s Interpreting Heritage 
Places and Items: Guidelines (August 2005), 
and the NSW Heritage Council’s Heritage 
Interpretation Policy. 

 Project area 
 Cumberland District Hospital 

Precinct 
 Royal Oak Hotel and stables 
 Ancient Aboriginal and Early 

Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas 
Reserve) 

 Camellia underbridge abutments 
 Dundas Railway Station Group 
 Carlingford Stock Feeds 

Moveable 
Heritage  

A moveable heritage item strategy would be 
prepared by a suitably qualified heritage 
consultant and include a comprehensive record 
of all moveable heritage. The moveable 
heritage item strategy would form part of a 
broader interpretation strategy for the 
Parramatta Light Rail. 

 Cumberland District Hospital 
Precinct 

 Royal Oak Hotel and stables 
 Dundas Railway Station Group 

Salvage 
strategy  

Prior to total or partial demolition of heritage 
items or elements located within the boundaries 
of a heritage item, heritage fabric would be 
identified for salvage and reuse opportunities 
considered. Components of high and 
exceptional significance recommended for 
conservation and reuse would be listed within a 
salvage schedule to be incorporated within a 
Salvage Scheme for the project. The scheme 
would indicate appropriate storage locations as 
well as appropriate types of buildings and 
structures where the salvaged elements may be 
reused. 

 Cumberland District Hospital 
Precinct 

 Stone kerbing and trees (I362) 
 Stone kerb and gutter (I353) 
 Stone kerb and gutter (I329) 
 Camellia underbridge abutments 
 Dundas Railway Station Group 

(platforms) 

Urban Design 
and Landscape 
Plan (UDLP) 

An Urban Design and Landscape Plan (UDLP) 
would be prepared for the project. The plan 
would include: 
 Integration with the adjacent built 

environment 

 Project area 
 Cumberland District Hospital 

Precinct 
 North Parramatta Conservation 

Area 
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Measure Guidelines Would apply to 

 Design detail that responds to the amenity 
and character of the local area and 
heritage items located within or adjacent 
to the project area 

 Materials and finishes 
 Location and design of proposed project 

elements including footpaths and active 
transport, street furniture, bicycle storage 
and lighting 

 Proposed plantings 
 Opportunities for locations to display 

public 

 Stable (and potential archaeological 
site) 

 Ancient Aboriginal and Early 
Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas 
Reserve) 

 Sewage Pumping Station 67 
 Rydalmere Hospital Precinct 
 Dundas Railway Station Group 
 Carlingford Stock Feeds 

Arborist  During detailed design and construction 
planning, opportunities to reduce direct impacts 
to trees would be explored in consultation with a 
suitability qualified arborist, particularly those of 
high retention value and trees and plantings 
associated with heritage items. Where the loss 
of trees is unable to be avoided and trees 
cannot be replanted, trees removed as a result 
of the project would be offset in accordance 
with Transport for NSW’s Vegetation Offset 
Guide (2016). 

 Cumberland District Hospital 
Precinct 

 Stone kerbing and tree planting 
(I362) 

 St Patrick’s Roman Cemetery 
 Alfred Square (and potential 

archaeological site) 
 Lennox Bridge 
 Ancient Aboriginal and Early 

Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas 
Reserve) 

 Queen’s Wharf Reserve and stone 
wall and potential archaeological 
site 

 Rydalmere Hospital Precinct  
 Trees in median strip 
 Wetlands 

Archival 
recording  

Photographic Archival Recording and reporting 
would be carried out in accordance with the 
NSW Heritage Office’s How to Prepare Archival 
Records of Heritage Items (1998), and 
Photographic Recording of Heritage Items 
Using Film or Digital Capture (2006).  
The record would be prepared by a suitably 
qualified heritage consultant using archival-
quality material. Records for SHR listed items 
would be held at the NSW Heritage Council and 
State Library. Records for LEP-listed items 
would be held by the local Council and local 
library. A copy of the record would be held by 
the owner of the asset.  

 Cumberland District Hospital 
Precinct 

 Royal Oak Hotel and stables 
 Ancient Aboriginal and Early 

Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas 
Reserve) 

 Camellia underbridge abutments 
 Dundas Railway Station Group 
 Alfred Square (and potential 

archaeological site) 
 St Patrick’s Roman Cemetery 

 

Adaptive reuse Where heritage significant items or elements 
are to be retained within the operational area, 
detailed design would consider appropriate 
retrofitting and reuse. As part of the design, 
retrofitting and reuse would be developed in 
consultation with a heritage architect. 

 Camellia underbridge abutments 
 Dundas Railway Station Group 

Cumberland 
District Hospital 
Precinct  

During detailed design and construction 
planning, opportunities to reduce impacts on the 
heritage item would be explored including: 
 considering a wire free design in this area 

to reduce visual impacts. 
 the bridge over Parramatta River would be 

designed to minimise visual impacts and 
retain significant views and vistas to the 
nineteenth century heritage landscape. A 

 Cumberland District Hospital 
Precinct 
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Measure Guidelines Would apply to 
high-quality design would be prepared in 
consultation with an experienced heritage 
architect.  

 the light rail stop would be designed to 
minimise visual impacts. Appropriate tree 
plantings would be included in the design 
to soften the relationship of the light rail 
stop in the existing environment. 

 design of roadworks would seek to 
prioritise the retention and protection of 
kerbing 

 impacts significant trees and plantings 
would be avoided where possible.  

The Heritage Division (as a delegate of the 
NSW Heritage Council) would be consulted 
during detailed design. 

Lennox Bridge  During detailed design and construction 
planning, opportunities to reduce impacts on the 
heritage item would be implemented: 
 minimising structural impacts in 

consultation with a structural engineer 
with heritage experience 

 minimising impacts on the significant 
fabric of the bridge in consultation with a 
heritage architect  

 considering a wire free design along the 
bridge and approaches to reduce visual 
impacts. 

The Heritage Division (as a delegate of 
the NSW Heritage Council) would be 
consulted during detailed design.  
 
Ongoing operational vibrational impacts 
would be managed to ensure adverse 
impacts to Lennox Bridge are avoided 
during operation of the Parramatta Light 
Rail. 

 Lennox Bridge 

Conservation 
Management 
Plans  

For SHR items, existing CMPs should inform 
design and construction methodology. Where 
impacts to SHR items would modify the item or 
impact significant elements updated CMPs 
should be prepared which would include 
recommendations on amendments to curtilage.  

 Cumberland District Hospital 
Precinct 

 St Patrick’s Roman Catholic 
Cemetery 

 Lennox Bridge 
 Ancient Aboriginal and Early 

Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas 
Reserve) 

 Sewage Pumping Station 67 
 Rydalmere Hospital Precinct 

(former) 
 Dundas Railway Station Group  
 Alfred Square (and potential 

archaeological site) (when listed) 
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12.0 APPENDIX A 

12.1 Heritage impact assessment of LEP items 

12.1.1 Westmead Precinct  

12.1.1.1 Succinct heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Westmead Precinct 

The following table provides a succinct heritage impact assessment for the LEP items in the 
Westmead Precinct. Direct impacts are assumed to be neutral unless otherwise stated. 

Table 43: Succinct heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Westmead Precinct 

Item Listing Significance 

University of Western 
Sydney 105 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I628) Local 

 

The multi-storeyed brick building has prominent gables at the front and stone 
facings. It was constructed between 1899-1938. It has rendered brick walls with 
ashlar markings and Marseille tiled roof. The steep gabled roof has three breakfronts 
across the front elevation with brick buttresses at each end and parapeted gables 
mounted by a cross. A sandstone stringline is located above the ground floor and 
the window openings. The building has two narrow towers with shingled candle-
snuffer roofs mounted by decorative cast iron finials. The verandah has a steep 
pitched roof that has now been reduced and a floor added. 
 
Visual impact: Minor 
The proposed Westmead Station light rail stop is located to the east of the University 
of Western Sydney heritage curtilage. The proposed platform would introduce a new 
element in the landscape that is already built up around the current railway station. 
The proposed planting to the west of the platform would screen views between the 
heritage item and the proposed works, helping to minimise visual impacts on the 
heritage item. The proposed works would result in a minor visual impact on the 
University of Western Sydney.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. 
Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential 
impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the 
project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.  

12.1.2 Parramatta North Precinct 

12.1.2.1 Stone kerbing and tree planting 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for stone kerbing and tree 
planting in relation to the project. 

                                                      
105 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “University of Western 
Sydney” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240281 on 4/1/2017. 
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Table 44: Detailed heritage impact assessment for stone kerbing and tree planting 

Stone kerbing and tree planting106 

Image 

Figure 80: View of stone kerbing and 
tree planting 

 

Figure 81: View of stone kerbing 
 

 

Figure 82: View of tree plantings 

 

 

Description 
The item includes stone kerb and gutter on both sides of the road, and the tree planting of 
jacarandas in roadway near footpaths, set in formal grassed verges. Stone may have been 
quarried locally, in the adjacent "old quarry" marked in the 1895 survey. 

Significance Local 

Statement of 
significance 

The sandstone kerbs and gutters, and the tree plantings are of significance for historical and 
reasons of representativeness, as an example of the high quality of municipal infrastructure 
works of the local government of Parramatta in the early decades of the 20th century 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Moderate 
The proposed project alignment would be located within the heritage curtilage of the stone 
kerbing and tree planting. It would directly impact significant trees and the stone kerbing to 
allow for the alignment and road widening at the intersection of Factory Street and Fleet 

                                                      
106 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Stone Kerbing and 
Tree Planting” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240196 on 4/1/2017. 
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Stone kerbing and tree planting106 

Street. This would result in a reduction of the heritage curtilage. The proposed works would 
result in a moderate direct impact on the stone kerbing and tree planting.  
 
Visual impact: Moderate 
The proposed project alignment would be located within the heritage curtilage of the stone 
kerbing and tree planting. It would alter the visual landscape through removal of trees and 
stone kerbs. The proposed works would result in a moderate visual impact on the stone 
kerbing and tree planting.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
The proposed works have the potential to directly impact remaining trees and kerbs through 
vibrations and proximity to tree root and branch systems. Any potential impact would be 
minimised and managed by the preparation of a vibration assessment and CEMP for the 
project as outlined in Section 10.1 of this report.  

12.1.2.2 Royal Oak Hotel and stables 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Royal Oak Hotel and stables 
(and potential archaeological site) in relation to the project. 

Table 45: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Royal Oak Hotel and stables 

Royal Oak Hotel and stables107 

Image 

Figure 83: View of Royal Oak Hotel 
and stables (Source: Google Earth) 

 

Figure 84: View of Royal Oak Hotel 
and stables (Source: Google Earth) 

 

Description 

The Royal Oak consists of a two-storey rendered brick structure with a hipped parapeted 
roof. There are four stepped brick chimneys and a flat-topped chimney at the rear of the 
property. The Multi-paned sash windows have sandstone sills and soldier flat arches on the 
upper floor. There is a metal street awning with rounded corners and painted words 
‘Established 1829’. Updates to the hotel in 1900 included addition of parapet and ceramic 
tiles. The stable at the rear of the property is two-storey rendered brick with a gabled roof. 
The property is of significance for historic, aesthetic, and representative values. The hotel is a 
good example of a Victorian hotel and of commercial development in Parramatta. The 
building is also significant for its association with John Tunks who built the hotel between 
1825-1831. 

Significance Local 

Statement of 
significance 

Building at 387 Church Street is of significance for the local area for historical and aesthetic 
reasons and as a representative example of a Victorian hotel. Built in c.1831, it demonstrates 
the commercial role of Parramatta in the nineteenth century and is relatively rare in its age. 

                                                      
107 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Royal Oak Hotel and 
Stable and Potential Archaeological Site” last accessed via 
hthttp://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240123 on 4/1/2017. 
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Royal Oak Hotel and stables107 

The site possesses potential to contribute to an understanding of early urban development in 
Parramatta. 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Major 
The proposed project alignment would require road widening along Church Street fronting 
Royal Oak Hotel and stables. This would require removal of the main building of the Royal 
Oak Hotel to allow for the road widening and alignment at the intersection. It is understood 
the rear stables building of this item would be retained. The removal of the main building 
within the ‘Royal Oak Hotel and stables (and potential archaeological site)’ would result in a 
major direct impact to the heritage item. Much of the heritage significance and heritage fabric 
would be lost. While the item would still meet the threshold for local significance under the 
criteria, revision of its heritage curtilage on the Parramatta LEP would be required.  
 
Visual impact: Major 
The proposed works would require the complete removal of the Royal Oak Hotel with 
retention of the rear stables. This would result in a major visual impact to the item and 
streetscape as the heritage item would no longer be present and its aesthetic values would 
be lost. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
The proposed works would have the potential to directly impact the retained rear stables 
through works in proximity. Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening 
level for the stables.  

12.1.2.3 Succinct heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Parramatta North Precinct 

The following table provides a succinct heritage impact assessment for the LEP items in the 
Parramatta North Precinct. Direct impacts are assumed to be neutral unless otherwise stated. 

Table 46: Succinct heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Parramatta North Precinct 

Item Listing Significance 

Stone kerb and 
gutter108 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I353) Local 

 

Kerb and gutter of cut sandstone located on south side of Dunlop Street between 
Church and O'Connell Street.  
The sandstone kerb and gutter are of significance for historical and reasons of 
representativeness, being an example of the high quality of municipal infrastructure 
works of the local government of Parramatta c.1890s. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral  
There would be no views to and from the item and the Parramatta Light Rail. The 
proposed works would result in a neutral visual impact to the Stone kerb and gutter. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Nineteenth century 
cottages109 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I367) Local 

                                                      
108 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Stone Kerb and 
Gutter” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240158 on 4/1/2017. 
109Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Nineteenth Century 
Cottages” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240202 9/03/2017 
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Item Listing Significance 

 

The pair of houses at 25 and 27 Galloway Street, North Parramatta is of significance for 
Parramatta LGA for historical and aesthetic reasons and as a representative example of 
a pair of Victorian vernacular cottages in the area. The pair is readily identifiable as part 
of the historic building stock that makes important contributions to the streetscape. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral  
There would be no views to and from the item and the Parramatta Light Rail. The 
proposed works would result in a neutral visual impact to the heritage item.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Timber Cottage110 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I369) Local 

 

The house is single storey, weatherboard-clad, with gabled roof clad in corrugated iron 
and with a bullnose front verandah. The unusual width of the house may indicate that it 
once was on a much larger parcel of land. Verandah features simple timber posts, stop 
chamfered, and timber floor, which all contribute to its somewhat pastoral appearance. 
The fence is modern aluminium cyclone wire fence with wire mesh panel attached to 
pipe frame gate. Front door features a transom light and sidelights, and a five-panelled 
door leaf with three glazed panels above lock rail and timber bolection mould panels 
below. Double hung windows with two panes per panel.  
The house at 30 Galloway Street is of significance for Parramatta for historical and 
aesthetic reasons, and as a representative example of a type of timber houses of the 
1890s in the area which makes a notable contribution to the streetscape. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral  
There would be no views to and from the item and the Parramatta Light Rail. The 
proposed works would result in a neutral visual impact to the heritage item.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Single Storey 
residence and 
potential 
archaeological site111 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I347) Local 

 

The residence consists of a stone cottage with a hipped roof clad with corrugated iron. 
The property features a cut stone facade with stones laid as random courses with raised 
mortar, and side elevations of random coursed rubble. The verandah on the front has 
bullnose corrugated iron roof with hip corners, Corinthian cast iron columns, ladder 
balustrade, valances and brackets, and concrete floor. The front façade also has timber 
shutters to windows, which also have sandstone sills. Front door has a transom light 
above Victorian timber four panel door with simple moulded round tops in upper panels. 
The residence is significant as a rare example of early Victorian Georgian housing in the 
area and for its connection to the history of Parramatta prior to small lot subdivisions. 
The property has also been identified as containing a potential archaeological site. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  

                                                      
110 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Timber Cottage” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240203 on 
4/1/2017. 
111 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Single Story 
Residence and Potential Archaeological Site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240129 on 4/1/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the single storey residence. This 
would remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road 
and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
single storey residence. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration levels 
above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and management 
would be undertaken in accordance with management measures outlined in the Noise 
and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts would be minimised and 
managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this 
report.   

Norfolk House and 
potential 
archaeological site112 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I346) Local 

 

Norfolk House is a large two storey stuccoed brick structure with hipped corrugated iron 
roof. The verandahs present are bullnose with cast iron posts and balustrading; 
however, these are later additions. A detached two storey brick kitchen at the rear of the 
property has since been demolished.  
Norfolk House is significant for its historic, aesthetic and scientific values, and for its 
association to John Tunks, who built the house. The house is a rare example of Colonial 
Georgian two-storey residence in the area. The site possessed the potential to 
contribute to and understanding of early development in the area.  
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to Norfolk House. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to Norfolk 
House. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration levels 
above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and management 
would be undertaken in accordance with management measures outlined in the Noise 
and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts would be minimised and 
managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this 
report.   

Former Bakery (and 
potential 
archaeological site)113 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I695) Local 

 

The former bakery consists of a two-storey commercial building with outbuildings at the 
rear. The construction is sandstock brick laid in colonial bond, with applied plaster 
decoration on the parapet. The shop windows are intact, and there is a Wunderlich 
pressed metal ceiling present on the interior. The bakery building at the rear is two-
storey and of the same construction as the shop front.  
The Former Bakery has significance as a representative example of historical 
commercial premises. The site contains remnant fabric which demonstrates the 
commercial development of the area, and has potential to contribute to the 
understanding of urban development in Parramatta. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  

                                                      
112 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Norfolk House and 
Potential Archaeological Site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240127 on 4/1/2017. 
113 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Bakery (former) and 
Potential Archaeological Site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240128 on 4/1/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Former Bakery. This would 
remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the Former 
Bakery. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration levels 
above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and management 
would be undertaken in accordance with management measures outlined in the Noise 
and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts would be minimised and 
managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this 
report.   

North Parramatta 
Conservation Area114 Parramatta LEP 2011 Local 

 

North Parramatta Conservation Area conserves buildings that relate to the colonial 
government town and its early residential growth from 1820s onwards. By 1846, there 
was little development north of Fennell Street, apart from along Church Street. The only 
building from this period is Roseneath, built c.1837, but there are likely to be some 
belowground archaeological deposits. A decade later, when the streets were surveyed 
to enable them to be officially aligned, more cottages had been erected. Several 
dwellings remain from the 1860s and 1870s. The 1880s was the most intensive period of 
development. The economic confidence of the time encouraged speculative builders and 
landowners to construct houses. By 1895, when the area was surveyed for the 
sewerage system, a relatively dense pattern of houses had developed, with only a few 
pieces of vacant land west of Church Street. The area retained its character as an area 
for cottages, with some houses built each decade. From the 1960s onwards, the 
Parramatta Council approved two and three storey residential flat buildings in North 
Parramatta, most of which involved the demolition of two or more small, old dwellings. 
 
Visual impact: Minor (temporary) 
The proposed works adjacent to North Parramatta Conservation Area consist of Fennell 
Street compound for Parramatta Light Rail. This would be a temporary site used during 
the construction of the project for site offices and compounds. The site would utilise an 
existing carpark area with small buildings. This existing site detracts from the heritage 
landscape of the North Parramatta Conservation Area. The proposed works would result 
in a minor temporary visual impact to North Parramatta Conservation Area. Future 
development on the compound site would need to consider the visual impacts to North 
Parramatta Conservation Area following the completion of Parramatta Light Rail.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Stable (and potential 
archaeological site)115 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I698) Local 

 

Two storey stable building, built for 8 horses, made of coursed sandstone walls with 
stringline between floors and with gable shingled roof. There is one sandstone chimney 
with step. External sandstone steps with timber balustrade lead to upper floor of the 
building. Windows have sandstone sills and sandstone lintels. Front door is timber 
tongue and groove door. The stable building at 31 Fennell Street is of significance for 
local area for historic, aesthetic and technical/scientific reasons, being a rare example of 
this type of sandstone building in the wider area pre-dating 1850. 
 

                                                      
114 Description and Statement of significance extracted from Parramatta DCP 2011. 
115 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Stable and Potential 
Archaeological Site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240188 on 4/1/2017. 



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 164 
 

Item Listing Significance 

Visual impact: Minor (temporary) 
The proposed works adjacent to the Stable consist of Fennell Street compound for 
Parramatta Light Rail. This would be a temporary site used during the construction of the 
project for site offices and compounds. The site would utilise an existing carpark area 
with small buildings. This existing site detracts from the heritage landscape of the area. 
The proposed works would have a minor temporary visual impact to the Stable. Future 
development on the compound site would need to consider the visual impacts to the 
Stable following the completion of Parramatta Light Rail. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Single-storey 
residence116 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I706) Local 

 

The structure consists of Flemish bond painted brick walls, rendered side elevations, 
sandstone foundations and corrugated iron roof. The house has twin gable attached 
buildings, which are gabled to the side elevation. Detailing consists of fine alternate 
scallop and point barge-boards. The verandah to the front has a concave corrugated 
iron roof with hip corners, concrete floor and sandstone foundations. There is also a 
sandstone dwarf wall along the fence line. The structure is significant for historical 
reasons, as an example of Colonial Georgian residences in the area. The house is 
readily identifiable as part of the historic building stock, and contributes to the 
streetscape. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral  
There would be no views from the heritage item on the proposed works. The proposed 
works would result in a neutral visual impact to the Single storey residence. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

Bicycle Shop117 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I694) Local 

 

Two storey shop has rendered brick walls with ashlar markings and corrugated iron roof. 
Parapet has decorative cornice and stringline, semi-octagonal pilaster style decoration 
around parapet and three cartouches above. On the parapet, "P. Long Est'd 1886" is 
incised. There is a cantilevered awning above footpath. Display window frame is of 
metal, possibly brass.  
Building at 458 Church Street is of significance for the local area for historical and 
aesthetic reasons and as a representative example of an 1880s commercial building in 
the area. The building, built c. 1886, is a remnant which demonstrates the commercial 
development which lined the major roads into Parramatta and continues to make a 
strong contribution to the streetscape in spite of intrusive changes. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Bicycle Shop. This would 
remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the Former 
Bakery. 

                                                      
116 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Single Storey 
Residence” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240255 on 4/1/2017. 
117 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Bicycle Shop” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240126 on 
4/1/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration levels 
above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and management 
would be undertaken in accordance with management measures outlined in the Noise 
and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts would be minimised and 
managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this 
report.   

Commercial 
Building118 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I693) Local 

 

Two storey commercial building, built right onto street alignment, has facade of tuck 
pointed brickwork laid in Flemish bond pattern and with side walls of colonial bond. Roof 
is hipped clad in corrugated iron, with large stepped brick chimney on south side with 
two tall terracotta pots. There are two tall brick chimneys on single-storey addition at 
rear. Windows have sandstone sills and soldier brick slightly curved arches. Entrance to 
upper floor is positioned in centre between two shops.  
Building at 448 Church Street is of significance for local area for historical reasons, and 
a representative example of a Victorian Colonial Hotel building in the area. Built c. 1880, 
the former Cornstalk Hotel is readily identifiable as part of historic building stock and 
strongly contributes to the streetscape. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Commercial Building. This 
would remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road 
and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Commercial Building. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration levels 
above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and management 
would be undertaken in accordance with management measures outlined in the Noise 
and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts would be minimised and 
managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this 
report.   

Shop119 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I692) Local 

 

Two storey building is set well back from the street alignment and has modern shops 
built in front. It is built of sandstock bricks laid in Colonial bond, now painted. The house 
has hipped corrugated iron roof with originally one room wide single storey skillion 
across rear. There is one painted brick chimney with steps and a flat top. Front door and 
transom light are removed. 
The house at 446 Church Street, built c.1875, is of significance for local area for 
historical reasons and as a representative example of a Victorian building in the area. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain in 
keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and powerlines. 
The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration levels 
above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and management 
would be undertaken in accordance with management measures outlined in the Noise 
and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts would be minimised and 

                                                      
118 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Commercial Building” 
last accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240125 on 
4/1/2017. 
119 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop” last accessed 
via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240124 on 4/1/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this 
report.   

Single storey 
residence120 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I502) Local 

 

The residence consists of a single storey Italianate villa of speckled brick in Flemish 
Bond, with rendered foundations. The facades were formerly painted, but have been 
sandblasted. The north section was constructed in the 1860s and features a hipped 
slate roof and verandah with cast iron columns. The south section, constructed in the 
1880s, has a gabled slate roof with projecting bay window. There are three rendered 
chimneys to each section. Additions were made to the rear of the property in the 1990s.  
The residence is significant for historical, aesthetic and associative values. It is 
representative of Victorian Italianate Villas in the local area. The residence was once 
occupied by William Dalmas, former headmaster of the Kings School, and remained in 
the ownership of this family from 1873 to 1948. The residence is also connected to the 
Bus Proprietors’ Association (Now the Bus and Coach Association), demonstrating links 
to institutions in the history of Parramatta. 
 
Visual impact: Minor (temporary) 
The proposed works adjacent to the single storey residence consist of a construction 
compound for Parramatta Light Rail. This would be a temporary site used during the 
construction of the project for site offices and compounds. The site would utilise an 
existing carpark area with small buildings. This site currently detracts from the heritage 
landscape of the area. The proposed works would have a minor temporary visual impact 
to the single storey residence. Future development would need to consider the visual 
impacts to the single storey residence following the completion of Parramatta Light Rail. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would 
be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in 
Section 10.0 of this report.   

12.1.3 Parramatta CBD Precinct 

12.1.3.1 Queen’s Wharf Reserve and stone wall (and potential archaeological site) 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Queen’s Wharf Reserve and 
stone wall and potential archaeological site in relation to the project. 

  

                                                      
120 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Single Storey 
Residence” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240592 on 4/1/2017. 
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Table 47: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Queen’s Wharf Reserve and stone wall and 
potential archaeological site 

Queen’s Wharf Reserve and stone wall and potential archaeological site121 

Image 

Figure 85: View of reserve 

 

Description 
The item consists of the Queen’s Wharf Reserve, stone wall and potential archaeological site. 
Queen’s Wharf Reserve marks the place where Governor Phillip first landed in Parramatta. It 
is currently a park with tree plantings, mangroves, and park facilities fronting Parramatta 
River.  

Significance Local 

Statement of 
significance 

This item is of historical significance because it provides evidence of the history of amenities 
and services in the local area. The item is rare in local terms. 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Queen’s Wharf Reserve. This 
would result in a partial encroachment onto the heritage curtilage of the reserve. Trees and 
landscape elements would be removed as part of the road widening and reinstatement of the 
footpath. The proposed works would result in a minor direct impact to Queen’s Wharf 
Reserve. 
 
Visual impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Queen’s Wharf Reserve. This 
would result in a partial encroachment onto the heritage curtilage of the reserve. Tree 
removal would result in a minor visual impact. The proposed works would result in a minor 
visual impact to Queen’s Wharf Reserve overall. The Landscape & Visual Impact 
Assessment prepared by Iris Visual Planning + Design assesses potential landscape and 
visual impacts of the project would be ‘minor adverse’ during construction and ‘negligible’ 
during operation 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
The proposed works would result in a potential indirect impact to tree root systems, tree 
branches and landscape features through works in proximity to heritage items. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. 

12.1.3.2 Succinct heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Parramatta CBD Precinct 

The following table provides a succinct heritage impact assessment for the LEP items in the 
Parramatta CBD Precinct. Direct impacts are assumed to be neutral unless otherwise stated. 

                                                      
121 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Queens Wharf 
Reserve and Stone Wall and Potential Archaeological Site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240219 on 4/1/2017. 
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Table 48: Succinct heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Parramatta CBD Precinct 

Item Listing Significance 

Horse Trough122 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I747) Local 

 

Horse trough on stand, built of reinforced concrete located on the footpath on the 
south side of Victoria Road, east of Church Street. 
Horse trough at Victoria Road is of significance for the local area for historical and 
representativeness reasons. Built c.1930, it is still contributing to the streetscape and 
townscape character.  
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Horse Trough. This would 
remain in keeping with the current views from the structure which consists of a road 
and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Horse Trough. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Any 
potential impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a vibration 
assessment and CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report. 

Anthony Malouf and 
Co.123 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I690) Local 

 

Victorian Georgian two-storey shop and residence. Two storey rendered masonry 
commercial building with gabled roof clad with corrugated iron, modernised below 
awning. Upper storey retains multi-paned sash windows. Sandstone chimney with 
step is retained. 
Building at 366 and 368 Church Street, built c. 1855, is of significance for the 
Parramatta area for historical reasons, and as representative example of a mid-19th 
Century shop in the local area. This item has archaeological potential and is 
believed to contain remnant fabric and from the earliest phase of Parramatta's 
development, through the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
 
Visual impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment and Prince Alfred Square light rail stop would be 
adjacent to Anthony Malouf and Co. This would introduce a new element in the 
visual landscape of the heritage item. The design of the proposed stop would use 
modern materials and remain visually unobtrusive. It would not significantly impact 
on views to and from Anthony Malouf and Co. The proposed works would result in a 
minor visual impact to the heritage item. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

St Peter’s Uniting Church 
and studio theatre (and Parramatta LEP 2011 (I687) Local 

                                                      
122 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Horse Trough” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240585 on 
5/1/2017. 
123 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Anthony Malouf & 
Company” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240122on 4/1/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

potential archaeological 
site)124 

 

Single storey Victorian schoolroom/hall and potential archaeological site. The hall, 
built to the street, is of brick (painted to sides and rendered and ashlared to front), 
with Gothic detail to front wall and has corrugated iron roof. Roof construction is 
parapeted, with street facing gable having louvered ventilator. Windows have 
rendered sloping sills and Gothic arches with label moulds above windows and door 
with decorative stops. Exterior doors are vertical timber panelled door with 
segmented arch. 
Former St Peters Church Hall is of significance for the local area for historical and 
aesthetic reasons and as a representative example of a late-19th Century church 
hall. It is a rare example of this age and quality in the local area. The hall makes a 
major contribution to the Parramatta townscape in unison with the associated church 
building. The site possesses potential to further contribute to an understanding of 
early urban development in Parramatta. The item is a related place to the adjoining 
St Peters church which is separately listed in the LEP. 
 
Visual impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment and Prince Alfred Square light trail stop would be 
adjacent to St Peter’s Uniting Church and studio theatre. This would introduce a new 
element in the visual landscape of the building. The design of the proposed stop 
would use modern materials and remain visually unobtrusive. It would not 
significantly impact on views to and from St Peter’s Uniting Church and studio 
theatre. The proposed works would result in a minor visual impact to the heritage 
item. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop125 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I682) Local 

 

Two-storey shop and residence of rendered masonry with roof clad with corrugated 
iron. The building was fully modernised below awning. Upper storey retains sash 
windows and decorative facade elements. 
Building at 325-327 Church Street is of significance for the Parramatta area for 
historical reasons, and as a representative example of a turn-of-the-20 Century shop 
in the local area. The item is notable in the streetscape, having a high degree of 
integrity above the awning line. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 

                                                      
124 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Former St Peters 
Church Hall and Archaeological Site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240425 on 4/1/2017. 
125 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Two-storey 
Commercial Building” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2245268 on 5/1/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop126 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I681) Local 

 

A two-storey shop with residence above building, with facade surviving above 
awning. 
Shop at 321 Church Street is of significance for the Parramatta area for historical 
reasons as an early shop in Church Street. The building continues to contribute to 
the streetscape in spite of alterations, particularly through its above-awning façade. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop127 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I680) Local 

 

A two-storey shop with residence above building, with facade surviving above 
awning. 
Shop at 317 Church Street is of significance for the Parramatta area for historical 
reasons as an early shop in Church Street. The building continues to contribute to 
the streetscape in spite of alterations, particularly through its above-awning facade. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop128 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I679) Local 

 

Two storey shop with rendered façade and painted stepped parapet in simple Art 
Deco style. Part of the heterogeneous streetscape that demonstrates the history of 
Church Street as a shopping street since colonial times. Two storey shop with 
rendered façade and painted stepped parapet in simple Art Deco style. Part of the 
heterogeneous streetscape that demonstrates the history of Church Street as a 
shopping street since colonial times. 

                                                      
126 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Two-storey 
Commercial Building” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2245267 on 5/1/2017. 
127 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop” last accessed 
via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2246469 on 5/1/2017. 
128 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop” last accessed 
via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2246468 on 5/1/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

Building at 311 Church Street is of significance for the Parramatta area for historical 
and aesthetic reasons and as a representative example of an Interwar shops and 
residence building in the area. Built c. 1930s, it is readily identifiable as part of 
historical building stock and strongly contributes to the streetscape. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Former David Jones 
department store129 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I683) Local 

 

Three storey brick with ceramic tiled walls and marble walls on ground floor, has 
hipped corrugated iron roof with curved parapet to riverbank. At street level from 
Church Street is columned arcade and at Parramatta river side is metal curved 
awning. Building was refurbished in 2001. 
Building at 330 Church Street, built c. 1960, is of significance for the Parramatta 
area for historical reasons. This Inter war department store building is one of the first 
examples of joint private enterprise and local government activities in 1960s. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Former David Jones 
department store. This would remain in keeping with the current views from the 
building which consist of a road and powerlines. The proposed works would result in 
a negligible visual impact to the Former David Jones department store. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop130 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I676) Local 

 

A two-storey shop with residence above building, with interesting Federation Arts 
and Crafts facade surviving above awning, now damaged with intrusive painting and 
signage. Part of a set at Nos. 287-293. 
Shop at 293 Church Street is of significance for the Parramatta area for historical 
and aesthetic reasons, as an early (Federation period) shop in Church Street. The 
building contributes to the streetscape as part of the set at Nos. 287-293 due to the 
interesting facade design, albeit the façades were all intrusively repainted. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  

                                                      
129 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “David Jones 
Department Store (former)” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240118  
130 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Part of Melville’s 
Buildings” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2245266 on 5/1/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop131 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I675) Local 

 

A two-storey shop with residence above building, with interesting Federation Arts 
and Crafts facade surviving above awning, now damaged with intrusive painting and 
signage. Part of a set at Nos. 287-293 (likely also No. 295, now demolished). 
Shop at 291 Church Street is of significance for the Parramatta area for historical and 
aesthetic reasons, as an early (Federation period) shop in Church Street. The 
building contributes to the streetscape as part of the set at Nos. 287-293 due to the 
interesting facade design, albeit the façades were all intrusively repainted. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop132 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I674) Local 

 

A two-storey shop with residence above building, with interesting Federation Arts 
and Crafts facade surviving above awning, now damaged with intrusive painting and 
signage. Part of a set at Nos. 287-293 (likely also No. 295, now demolished). 
Shop at 289 Church Street is of significance for the Parramatta area for historical 
and aesthetic reasons, as an early (Federation period) shop in Church Street. The 
building contributes to the streetscape as part of the set at Nos. 287-293 due to the 
interesting facade design, albeit the façades were all intrusively repainted. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 

                                                      
131 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop” last accessed 
via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2245265 on 5/1/2017. 
132 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop” last accessed 
via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2246466 on 5/1/2017. 
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would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop133 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I673) Local 

 

A two-storey shop with residence above building, with interesting Federation Arts 
and Crafts facade surviving above awning, now damaged with intrusive painting and 
signage. Part of a set at Nos. 287-293 (likely also No. 295, now demolished). 
Shop at 291 Church Street is of significance for the Parramatta area for historical and 
aesthetic reasons, as an early (Federation period) shop in Church Street. The 
building contributes to the streetscape as part of the set at Nos. 287-293 due to the 
interesting facade design, albeit the façades were all intrusively repainted. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop134 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I671) Local 

 

A two-storey shop with residence above building, with interesting Federation Arts 
and Crafts facade surviving above awning, now damaged with intrusive painting and 
signage. Part of a set at Nos. 287-293 (likely also No. 295, now demolished). 
Shop at 281 Church Street is of significance for the Parramatta area for historical 
and aesthetic reasons, as an early (Federation period) shop in Church Street. The 
building continues to contribute to the streetscape in spite of alterations, additionally 
enhanced by its corner position. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Former St Andrew’s 
Uniting church hall (and Parramatta LEP 2011 (I736) Local 

                                                      
133 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Part of Melville’s 
Building” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2245264 on 5/1/2017. 
134 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop” last accessed 
via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2245263 on 5/1/2017. 
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potential archaeological 
site)135 

 

St. Andrews is an Inter-War Romanesque Church with crenelated tower and small 
spire. The roof is steep pitched, with slate tiles. The adjoining hall is constructed in 
the same style and from the same materials. 
The St. Andrew’s Church and Hall group is significant as a representative of mid-20th 
century churches in the area and for its contribution to the Parramatta townscape. 
The item has historical and aesthetic values also, and has potential to contribute to 
an understanding of mid-century development in Parramatta. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral 
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the Parramatta Light Rail. The 
proposed works would result in a neutral visual impact to Former St Andrew’s 
Uniting church hall. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. 
Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential 
impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the 
project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Former ANZ Bank (and 
potential archaeological 
site)136 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I678) Local 

 

The former ANZ bank is a two-storey commercial building of rendered brick with 
ashlar markings and a corrugated iron roof. One corner of the structure is adorned 
with a copper sheathed dome, which has a bullseye window at each facet. The 
windows have rendered sills. Doric pilasters are located between each set of 
windows to the first floor.  
The building is significant as a Victorian Free Classical style building in the area, and 
for its historical and aesthetic values. The site possesses potential to contribute to 
an understanding of early urban development in Parramatta. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Former ANZ Bank. This 
would remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a 
road and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact 
to the Former ANZ Bank. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop, office (and 
potential archaeological 
site)137 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I670) Local 

                                                      
135 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “St Andrew’s Uniting 
Church and Hall (former) and potential arch. site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240439 on 5/1/2017. 
136 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “ANZ Bank and 
potential archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240117 on 5/1/2017. 
137 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop/Office and 
potential archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241013 on 5/1/2017. 
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The item consists of a three-storey commercial building with rendered brick walls 
and parapeted hip roof. The central tower has ‘Ravelynn House’ incised, and 
decoration is in the form of inverted scalloped coping.  
Building at 279 Church Street is of significance for Parramatta area for historical 
reasons as a substantial 1930s development reflecting the consolidation of 
Parramatta as a business centre and the introduction of newer and fashionable 
architectural styles. The site is also strongly associated with the Murray empire 
along Church Street and is likely to contain archaeology from that period. The 
building has aesthetic significance for its design as a prominent Inter War building 
occupying a corner position. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop, office. This would 
remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road 
and powerlines. The proposed works result in a negligible visual impact to the Shop, 
office. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site)138 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I669) Local 

 

Two storey shops are part of a group of related items. The wall length is broken into 
seven bays with engaged columns expressed with windows of varying size and 
proportions in each bay. The roof line is stepped with parapet walls expressed 
through the roof. The facade although unified with roof pitch and some wall detailing 
elements appears to emanate from a number of separate earlier buildings now 
consisting of seven bays: 267, 269-273, 275 and 277 Church Street. 
The item is significant historically as part of the group at Nos. 267-277 Church 
Street, owned and developed by WR Murray. The item has technical and research 
significance because of the archaeological potential of the site, related to earliest 
phases of development in Parramatta. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site)139 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I668) Local 

                                                      
138 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shops and potential 
archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241012 on 5/1/2017. 
139 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop and potential 
archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241011 on 5/1/2017. 
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The item consists of a two-storey building which is one bay of the seven, has painted 
brick walls and Marseille tiled roof. Gable roof is running parallel to street with 
chimney like structure at the end of the shop. 
The item is significant historically as part of the group at Nos. 267-277 Church 
Street, owned and developed by WR Murray. The item has technical and research 
significance because of the archaeological potential of the site, related to earliest 
phases of development in Parramatta. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site)140 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I667) Local 

 

The item consists of a two-storey building which is one bay of the seven, has painted 
brick walls and Marseille tiled roof. Gable roof is running parallel to street with 
chimney like structure at the end of the shop. 
The item is significant historically as part of the group at Nos. 267-277 Church 
Street, owned and developed by W.R. Murray. The item has technical and research 
significance because of the archaeological potential of the site, related to earliest 
phases of development in Parramatta. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site)141 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I666) Local 

 

The item consists of a two-storey building which is one bay of the seven, has painted 
brick walls and Marseille tiled roof. Gable roof is running parallel to street with 
chimney like structure at the end of the shop. 
The item is significant historically as part of the group at Nos. 267-277 Church 
Street, owned and developed by W.R. Murray. The item has technical and research 

                                                      
140 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop and potential 
archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241010 on 5/1/2017. 
141 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop and potential 
archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241009 on 5/1/2017. 
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significance because of the archaeological potential of the site, related to earliest 
phases of development in Parramatta. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site)142 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I677) Local 

 

The item consists of a three-storey building with non-descript façade style, 
suspended awning and modern recessed shop front. The remnants of sandstone 
brick walling are evident on the north boundary, and it is suspected that an historic 
sandstone façade may be behind the modern panelling. The historic façade may 
date to 1850s, and be one of the earliest in the area.  
The item is significant for historic values, as a surviving early three-storey sandstone 
building along Church Street. The building is potentially a rare survivor of a mid-
nineteenth century façade. The item is part of an unusually high development in the 
area for the time at which it was constructed. The site has archaeological potential 
relating to the earliest phase of Parramatta’s development. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Sandstone and brick 
wall143 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I672) Local 

 

Sandstone and brick walls of former buildings, incorporated into the present 
buildings. Sandstone wall with external chimney flue also lintel over triangular niche 
approximately where second floor would be. Holes for rafters/floor joists also are in 
view. Modern facades may conceal remnants of two-storey buildings. Side walls of 
an early Victorian building remain. 
The stone walls are historically and scientifically significant for their contribution to 
understanding the early urban development of Parramatta. 
 

                                                      
142 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop and potential 
archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241015 on 5/1/2017. 
143 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Sandstone and brick 
wall” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240115 on 5/1/2017. 
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Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Sandstone and brick wall. 
This would remain in keeping with the current views from the structure which consist 
of a road and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual 
impact to the Sandstone and brick wall. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shops and Offices144 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I664) Local 

 

The item is a three-storey building with features of a Victorian Mannerist style, with 
stuccoed brick walls and rendered parapet. Fluted Doric pilasters are placed either 
side of the shop front at the ground floor. The rear of the building is in early Colonial 
bond brickwork on the lower two floors.  
The item is significant for historical, aesthetic, and representative values. The 
building is readily identifiable as historic building stock within the area and 
contributes to the streetscape, as well as providing a representative example of 
shops built in the Victorian Mannerist style. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shops and Offices. This 
would remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a 
road and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact 
to the Shops and Offices. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site)145 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I663) Local 

 

A two storey Inter War Commercial Palazzo building constructed in three vertical 
bays. Horizontal skyline with columns expressed at top minor entablature, string 
course and decoration between columns, and prominent classical cornice are the 
key features. A suspended awning and modern shop fronts were introduced later. 
Original lower windows and proportions are evident immediately above awning. 
Large metal framed windows remain together with rusticated rendered lower wall 
finish. Roof construction consists of three hip roofs with rendered parapet with 
bracket decoration. 
Shops at 257, 259 and 261 Church Street, built c. 1930, are of significance for the 
Parramatta area for historical and aesthetic reasons, and as a representative 
example of Interwar shops in the area. The item contributes to the streetscape and 
has the potential to provide further evidence on the earliest phase of Parramatta's 
development, through the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
 

                                                      
144 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop and Offices” 
last accessed via h http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240113 
on 5/1/2017. 
145 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop and Potential 
Archaeological Site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241008 on 4/1/2017. 
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Visual impact: Minor  
The proposed project alignment and Eat Street light rail stop would be adjacent to 
the Shop. This would introduce a new element in the visual landscape near the 
building. The design of the proposed stop would use modern materials and remain 
visually unobtrusive. It would not significantly impact on views to and from the 
heritage item. The proposed works would result in a minor visual impact to the Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop146 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I662) Local 

 

Two storey commercial building of colonial bond brick walls with corrugated iron roof 
and stepped skyline façade. 
Building at 255 Church Street, built c. 1860-1869, is of significance for Parramatta 
area for historical reasons as the site that could contribute to the understanding of 
the development of Church Street during the 19th and 20th century. The building is a 
representative example of a 19th century shop in the local area. 
 
Visual impact: Minor  
The proposed project alignment and Eat Street light rail stop would be adjacent to 
the Shop. This would introduce a new element in the visual landscape near the 
building. The design of the proposed stop would use modern materials and remain 
visually unobtrusive. It would not significantly impact on views to and from the 
heritage item. The proposed works would result in a minor visual impact to the Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop147 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I661) Local 

 

Two storey commercial building of sandstone and steam machine brick walls with 
sandstone trim, has hipped roof with parapet and cartouche in centre of parapet. 
The building was refurbished in 1924. 
Building at 253 Church Street, built c.1870, is of significance for the local area for 
historical reasons as the site that could contribute to the understanding of the 
development of Church Street during the 19th and 20th century. 
 
Visual impact: Minor  
The proposed project alignment and Eat Street light rail stop would be adjacent to 
the Shop. This would introduce a new element in the visual landscape near the 
building. The design of the proposed stop would use modern materials and remain 
visually unobtrusive. It would not significantly impact on views to and from the 
heritage item. The proposed works would result in a minor visual impact to the Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 

                                                      
146 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop” last accessed 
via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241007 on 4/1/2017. 
147 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop” last accessed 
via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241006 on 4/1/2017. 
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management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Parramatta House (and 
potential archaeological 
site)148 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I660) Local 

 

A two storey Inter War Art Deco commercial building, with symmetrical facade 
constructed of sandstone and brick in contrasting colours. Horizontal skyline with 
stepped motifs and columns, projecting horizontal sandstone coursings and central 
glass block window. Other windows are slender and rectangular. Sandstone 
foundations at rear with early sandstock brickwork in Colonial bond above. 
Suspended awning introduced as well as modern shopfront windows beneath. 
Original lower window proportions evident immediately above awning. Brick wall on 
right hand side has been rendered and painted reducing the contrasting colour of the 
facade. The lower sandstone coursing may be remaining wall fabric from the c.1870 
sandstone facade. No. 251 was painted; in cartouche is inscribed "L.W. Pye 1924". 
This building was originally Regency Victorian sandstone, constructed c. 1850 and 
thoroughly reworked in 1924. 
Shops at 243, 245 and 247 Church Street, built c. 1924, are of significance for the 
Parramatta area for historical and aesthetic reasons, and as a representative 
example of Interwar shops in the area. The item contributes to the streetscape and 
has the potential to provide further evidence on the earliest phase of Parramatta's 
development, through the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
 
Visual impact: Minor  
The proposed project alignment and Eat Street light rail stop would be adjacent to 
Parramatta House. This would introduce a new element in the visual landscape near 
the building. The design of the proposed stop would use modern materials and 
remain visually unobtrusive. It would not significantly impact on views to and from 
the heritage item. The proposed works would result in a minor visual impact to 
Parramatta House. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Westpac Bank149 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I665) Local 

 

Two storey building of ashlar sandstone, has entrance at the 45-degree chamfered 
street corner, flanked by two sandstone columns. Hipped roof splayed at the corner, 
has parapeted balustrade with cornice and dentils below. Sandstone attached 
columns set on pedestal form colonnade between each window. There is a coat of 
arms in transom light above timber four-panelled double doors with bolection 
moulded panels. 
Building at 264 Church Street is of significance for the Parramatta area for historical 
and aesthetic reasons and as a representative example of an Interwar Classical 
bank building in the area. Built c. 1938 on a prominent street corner, it is readily 
identifiable as part of historical building stock and strongly contributes to the 
streetscape. 

                                                      
148 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Parramatta House 
and Potential Archaeological Site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241005 on 4/1/2017. 
149 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Westpac Bank” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240114 on 
4/1/2017. 
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Visual impact: Minor  
The proposed project alignment and Eat Street light rail stop would be adjacent to 
Westpac Bank. This would introduce a new element in the visual landscape near the 
building. The design of the proposed stop would use modern materials and remain 
visually unobtrusive. It would not significantly impact on views to and from the 
heritage item. The proposed works would result in a minor visual impact to Westpac 
Bank. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Former Rural Bank150 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I700) Local 

 

Inter-War Stripped Classical style two-storey building set on raised plinth and granite 
steps, with sparingly applied eclectic decoration, including coat of arms on parapet, 
and cornice decoration of art-nouveau terracotta frieze.  
Former Rural Bank building at 16 George Street is of significance for the local area 
for historical and aesthetic reasons. Purposely built c. 1930s, this Interwar building 
demonstrates the commercial role of Parramatta in the twentieth century and 
presents a major component in the townscape. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral 
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed project 
alignment. The proposed works would result in a neutral visual impact to Former 
Rural Bank.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. 
Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential 
impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the 
project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Marsdens Building (and 
potential archaeological 
site)151 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I701) Local 

 

This site represents two distinct historical phases, the early convict phase from 1790 
and the second phase reflected in the extant building being an Irish brewer's 
residence and shop. The building at 17 George Street is of significance for the local 
area for historical and aesthetic reasons. The site has high archaeological potential 
and may contain relics of State level of significance. The building demonstrates the 
commercial role of Parramatta in the nineteenth century and presents as a locally 
important corner landmark. Site possesses potential to contribute to further 
understanding of early urban development in Parramatta and NSW. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral 
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed project 
alignment. The proposed works would result in a neutral visual impact to Marsdens 
Buildings.  
 

                                                      
150 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Rural Bank (former)” 
last accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240206 on 
5/1/2017. 
151 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Marsdens Building 
(and potential archaeological site)” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241020 on 9/03/2017. 
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Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. 
Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential 
impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the 
project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Woolpack Hotel (and 
potential archaeological 
site)152 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I702) Local 

 

Woolpack Hotel at 19 George Street is of significance for the local area for historical 
and aesthetic reasons. Built c.1820 with major changes c.1889, this Victorian 
building demonstrates the commercial role of Parramatta in the nineteenth century. It 
is a building of social value to the present community as one of the longest operating 
hotels in central Parramatta.  
 
Visual impact: Neutral 
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed project 
alignment. The proposed works would result in a neutral visual impact to Woolpack 
Hotel.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. 
Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential 
impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the 
project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Former Courthouse wall 
and sandstone cellblock 
(and potential 
archaeological site)153 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I659) Local 

 

Located at rear of property, off George Street, is a wall approximately 12 feet high, 
built of sandstone blocks with a curved coping. A single storey sandstone cell block 
also survives located at the rear of the allotment. These two features are the only 
surviving parts of the Mortimer Lewis Courthouse.  
Stone wall at rear of the buildings at 223-235 Church Street is of significance for the 
local area for historical and scientific reasons, as it can demonstrate the earlier 
development on the site and has the potential to contribute to a further 
understanding of the early urban development in Parramatta. 
 
Direct impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Former Courthouse wall 
and sandstone cellblock and the project alignment would encroach into the heritage 
curtilage of this item. The proposed works would result in a minor impact to the 
Former Courthouse wall and sandstone cellblock. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed Parramatta Light Rail alignment is adjacent to the Former Courthouse 
wall and sandstone cellblock. This would remain in keeping with the current views 
from the building which consist of a road and powerlines. The proposed works would 
result in a negligible visual impact to the Former Courthouse wall and sandstone 
cellblock. 
 
Potential direct impact: Minor 

                                                      
152 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Woolpack Hotel (and 
potential archaeological site)” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240207 on 9/03/2017. 
153 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Court House Wall 
and Sandstone Cellblock and potential archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240112 on 5/1/2017. 
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Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shops (and potential 
archaeological site)154 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I703) Local 

 

The item consists of two-storey Victorian Regency shops constructed of plain 
sandstone with modest string course and architrave moulding. The roof of the 
structure is hipped with a shallow parapet. Chimneys are constructed of rendered 
brick. It is noted that the structure was built before 1844 was possibly a house or an 
inn. The item is also located at the site of 2 convict huts, noted on a 1792 plan. 
The building is significant for historic, aesthetic, scientific and rarity values. The 
existing building is a rare example of early commercial/residential buildings in the 
area. The site has high archaeological potential for state significant remains relating 
to the convict huts noted on the 1792 plan. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral 
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed works. The 
proposed works would result in a neutral visual impact to the Shops (and potential 
archaeological site).  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. 
Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential 
impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the 
project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Civic Arcade (former 
theatre) (and potential 
archaeological site)155 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I704) Local 

 

The Civic Arcade is of historical and social significance as the site of the first cinema 
in Parramatta. Together with successive cinema structures this site has been used 
socially for entertainment for 50 years. Although gutted internally the George Street 
facade retains most of its form, the high parapet wall and main cinema building 
envelope and rivetted steel awning. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral 
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed works. The 
proposed works would result in a neutral visual impact to the Civic Arcade.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. 
Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential 
impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the 
project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Dr Pringle’s Cottage Parramatta LEP 2011 (I705) Local 

 
Visual impact: Neutral 
There would be no views from the heritage item onto the proposed works. The 
proposed works would result in a neutral visual impact to Dr Pringle’s Cottage.  

                                                      
154 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shops and potential 
archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240208 on 5/1/2017. 
155 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Civic Arcade (former 
theatre) (and potential archaeological site)” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241021 on 9/03/2017 
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Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. 
Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential 
impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the 
project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

HMV (former 
Commonwealth Bank) 
(and potential 
archaeological site)156 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I658) Local 

 

Sandstone clad two-storey bank building built on grey granite foundations and with 
corrugated iron skillion roof from parapet, with terracotta hip roof on brick walls from 
rear of bank building. A balustraded sandstone parapet with a dentilled frieze in the 
entablature is set on two wide banded piers and two Ionic fluted columns set on grey 
granite pedestals over the main entrance. Mirrored glass window wall was added 
c.1965. 
Building at 215-217 Church Street, built c. 1927, is of significance for Parramatta 
area for historical and aesthetical reasons and as a representative example of Inter-
War Stripped Classical architectural style building that demonstrates the commercial 
role of Parramatta in the twentieth century. The site possesses potential to 
contribute to an understanding of early urban development in Parramatta. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to HMV. This would remain in 
keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to HMV. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Telstra House (former 
post office) (and potential 
archaeological site)157 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I657) Local 

 

Telstra House is a two-storey Victorian Mannerist stone building, which is arcaded 
on both stories. The sandstone walls to the front have horizontal ashlar blocks, while 
the side facades feature picked blocks. The roof is hipped, with a projecting central 
bay. The first-floor arcade is supported by chunky grey granite Corinthian Columns.  
Building at 213 Church Street is of significance for the Parramatta area for historical 
and aesthetic reasons and as representative example of a Victorian Mannerist 
building and a post office in the area. Built c. 1880, it makes a major contribution to 
the streetscape and it is an example of the work of notable architect James Barnett. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to Telstra House. This would 
remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road 
and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to 
Telstra House. 
 

                                                      
156 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “HMV and potential 
archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240111 on 5/1/2017. 
157 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Telstra House and 
potential archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240110 on 5/1/2017. 
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Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Shop (and potential 
archaeological site)158 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I655) Local 

 

The item is a two-storey Inter-War stripped classical building constructed of 
stuccoed brickwork. The walls have decorative stringline and parapet above 
entablature and splayed entrance. The building features a memorial stone inscribed 
in the parapet, which reads ‘Murray Bros. Parramatta Ltd’. 
The item is significant for historical, aesthetic and representative values. The 
building is a representative example of inter-war period Stripped Classical 
architecture style and demonstrates the commercial role of Parramatta in the 
twentieth century. The building has historical significance for its connect ion to 
Murray Bros department stores. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Shop. This would remain 
in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 
powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the 
Shop. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Horse parapet façade and 
potential archaeological 
site159 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I656) Local 

 

The ‘Horse parapet’ is a feature of a two-storey Victorian Italianate strip of shops, 
which are decorated with two prancing plaster horses. The walls of the structure are 
rendered brick with decorative stringlines. The pilaster decoration is set between the 
windows, in a Palladian style.  
The group collectively known as "Horse parapeted shops" is of significance for the 
Parramatta area for historical and aesthetic reasons and as representative example 
of Victorian Italianate shops in the area. Built c. 1881, it makes a major contribution 
to the streetscape and presents a landmark in the centre of Parramatta. This group 
of commercial buildings makes a major presence at a major intersection and 
demonstrates the commercial role of Parramatta in the nineteenth century. The site 
possesses potential to contribute to an understanding of early urban development in 
Parramatta. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Horse parapet façade. 
This would remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist 

                                                      
158 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Shop and potential 
archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240108 on 5/1/2017. 
159 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Horse parapet 
façade and potential archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240109 on 5/1/2017. 
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of a road and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual 
impact to the Horse parapet façade. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Bicentennial Square and 
adjoining buildings160 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I651) Local 

 

This item comprises the Bicentennial square, the facades of the adjoining buildings 
which enclose it, Victorian Free Classical drinking fountain monument, the 
amphitheatre, the circular garden around tree with four memorial plaques, the 
memorial gates to St Johns and the vista to St Johns from Church Street. A number 
of other structures surrounding the square are individually listed. The commercial 
buildings are largely two-storied, and the National Bank (a later addition) has been 
designed to suit the scale of the square.  
The Bicentennial Square is of significance for the local area for historical and 
aesthetic values, and it’s a unique local example of various types of buildings that 
collectively form local landmarks.  
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Bicentennial Square. This 
would remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a 
road and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact 
to the Bicentennial Square. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Centennial Memorial 
Clock161 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I654) Local 

 

The Centennial Memorial clock is a Victorian Free Classical monumental tower, 
constructed of sandstone set on Victorian columns. The monument features a four-
faced clock and water fountains in the surrounding plaza. The monument features a 
marble tablet inscribed with the names of Parramatta Council Aldermen. 
The Centennial Memorial Clock is significant for its association with notable people 
and events in the history of Parramatta. 
 
Direct impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Centennial Memorial Clock 
and the project alignment would encroach into the heritage curtilage of this item. The 
proposed works would result in a minor impact to the Centennial Memorial Clock. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  

                                                      
160 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Bicentennial Square 
and Adjoining Buildings” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240103 on 5/1/2017. 
161 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Centennial Memorial 
Clock” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240107 on 5/1/2017. 
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The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Centennial Memorial 
Clock. This would remain in keeping with the current views from the building which 
consist of a road and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible 
visual impact to the Centennial Memorial Clock. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. 
Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential 
impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the 
project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Murrays’ Building (and 
potential archaeological 
site)162 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I652) Local 

 

Murray’s building is a three-storey corner structure of stuccoed brickwork with a tile 
roof. The structure is an urban civic building with an informal Victorian Free Classical 
façade featuring Doric pilasters. 
The building is significant for associative values - particularly connection to the 
Murray Bros department store. The structure is an important element of the buildings 
around Bicentennial Square, and has potential to contribute to an understanding of 
early urban development in Parramatta.  
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to Murrays’ Building. This would 
remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road 
and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to 
Murrays’ Building. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Kia Ora (and potential 
archaeological site)163 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I716) Local 

 

Kia Ora is a two-storey townhouse, constructed of rendered brick on sandstone 
foundations. The roof is gabled and slate clad, with chimneys at each end of the 
gable. The windows have shutters, sandstone sills, and brick flat arches. The 
original colonial verandah has been removed, and an American style gabled portico 
was put in its place in 1955. 
House at 64 Macquarie Street, built c. 1841, is of significance for the local area for 
historical and aesthetic reasons and as a representative example of a Colonial 
Georgian townhouse. It is a rare example of this age and quality in the local area. 
The is house is associated with John Batman, one of founders of Melbourne, who 
was born here. The house makes a major contribution to the Parramatta townscape. 
The site possesses potential to further contribute to an understanding of early urban 
development in Parramatta. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to Kia Ora. This would remain in 
keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and 

                                                      
162 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Murray’s Building 
and potential archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240585 on 5/1/2017. 
163 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Kia Ora and potential 
archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240356 on 5/1/2017. 
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powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to Kia 
Ora. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Leigh Memorial Uniting 
Church164 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I719) Local 

 

Leigh Memorial Church, built almost on street frontage, has speckled tuck pointed 
brick walls on sandstone base, parapeted slate gable roof with large stone turrets on 
tower buttresses. There is north front and attached octagonal belfry on square tower. 
Windows and door have gabled sandstone label mould above. Front door is double 
door with diagonal timber tongue and groove panelling and decorative cast iron 
hinges. Original building had a very tall spire which was removed c.1920s. 
Leigh Memorial Uniting Church, at 119 Macquarie Street, is of significance for 
Parramatta area for historical and aesthetic reasons and as a representative 
example of a Victorian Free Gothic style church. Built c. 1834, it gives evidence of 
social and cultural life in 19th and 20th century and continues to contribute to the 
streetscape. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to Leigh Memorial Uniting 
Church. This would remain in keeping with the current views from the building which 
consist of a road and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible 
visual impact to Leigh Memorial Uniting Church. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Arthur Phillip High 
School (and potential 
archaeological site)165 

Parramatta LEP 2011 (I720) Local 

 

Arthur Phillip High School is a Victorian Free Gothic brick building constructed in 
Flemish bond. There is a needle spire situated on square entry tower and the 
prominent gable has an elaborate fretwork barge board.  
Arthur Phillip High School is of significance for the local area for historical and 
aesthetic reasons and as a representative example of a late-19th Century school 
building, of rare quality in the local area, and as a major work of renowned architect 
G. Mansfield. The site and buildings are associated with provision of education since 
1876 and have a wide appreciation in, and associations with, the local community. 
The original school building makes a major contribution to the Parramatta townscape 
in unison with the associated buildings. The site possesses potential to further 
contribute to an understanding of early urban development in Parramatta. 
 

                                                      
164 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Leigh Memorial 
Uniting Church” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240359 on 5/1/2017. 
165 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Arthur Phillip High 
school and potential archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240360 on 5/1/2017. 
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Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to Arthur Philip High School. This 
would remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a 
road and powerlines. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact 
to Arthur Philip High School. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration 
levels above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and 
management would be undertaken in accordance with management measures 
outlined in the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts 
would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as 
outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Convict Barracks wall166 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I717) Local 

 

Convict built brick wall on sandstone foundations, approximately 1.8 metres high and 
450mm thick, built in Colonial bond sandstock brick and with brick coping. The wall 
is situated in proximity of the Warders' Cottages, originally the rear wall of the 
convict barracks built facing Macquarie Street. 
The convict barracks wall and its site are of historical and scientific significance for 
their ability to demonstrate the early colonial period history of Parramatta and the 
associated town planning practices, then widely used. The wall remnant is a rare 
surviving example of built fabric from this key period in Parramatta's history. 
 
Visual impact: Minor  
The proposed Barrack Lane compound and substation (TPS3) is located adjacent to 
the Convict Barracks wall. Existing contemporary buildings and landscaping located 
in proximity of the Convict Barracks wall negatively impact the setting of the walls. 
The proposed substation would be remaining visually unobtrusive and would not 
result in any significant visual impact. The substation would result in a minor visual 
impact to the Convict Barracks wall. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. 
Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential 
impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the 
project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Wetlands167 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I735) Local 

 

This item consists of remnant wetland vegetation, characterised by mangrove and 
saltmarsh complex, located along the foreshores of Parramatta and Duck rivers and 
their tributaries, Vineyard and Subiaco creeks. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral  
There would be no views to and from the item and the Parramatta Light Rail. The 
proposed works would result in a neutral visual impact to the heritage item.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Any 
potential impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for 
the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

                                                      
166 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Convict Barracks 
wall and potential archaeological site” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240357 on 5/1/2017. 
167 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Wetlands” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240429 on 
9/03/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

Tara (also known as 
Ellengowan)168 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I483) Local 

 

‘Tara’ is a two-storey house constructed of brick, in an Old Colonial Georgian Style. 
The eastern wing corresponds in style with the main block. Decorative features 
include rendered cornice chimneys with pineapple motifs, sandstone flagging, cast 
iron columns, cast iron friezes and moulded arches around the windows. ‘Tara’ is set 
in generous gardens which contribute to the streetscape.  
The item is significant for historical and aesthetic reasons, as a representative 
example of high quality architecture from the time, as a contribution to the 
streetscape and a local landmark, and in its potential to contribute to discussions 
regarding the early urban development of the area. 
 
Visual impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment and construction compound is located adjacent to 
Tara. The proposed alignment would remain in keeping with the current views from 
the house which consist of a road and powerlines. The construction compound 
would be a temporary site used during the construction of the project for site offices 
and compounds. It would utilise a currently vacant block of land. The proposed 
construction compound would result in a minor temporary visual impact to Tara. 
Future development would need to consider the visual impacts to Tara following the 
completion of Parramatta Light Rail. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. 
Vibration levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential 
impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the 
project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

12.1.4 Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 

12.1.4.1 Trees in median strip 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Trees in median strip in 
relation to the project. 

  

                                                      
168 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Tara” last accessed 
via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240213 on 5/1/2017. 
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Table 49: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Trees in median strip 

Trees in median strip169 

Image 

Figure 86: View of trees in median strip 

 

Description 
The item comprises a group of 30 eucalypts, mostly spotted gums, sited in grassed median 
strip. This triangle of vacant land in the middle of the road is visible in an aerial photo of 1930, 
with no trees. Planted by Parramatta City Council c. 1960s.  

Significance Local 

Statement of 
significance 

This item is of historical significance because it provides evidence of the public amenities and 
services in the local area, expressed as increased interest in natural vegetation and use of 
native plants in street planting. 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Minor  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the trees in median strip. The proposed 
works would remove the concrete kerbing and some of the trees in the median to allow for 
the proposed project alignment. Retained trees would be trimmed on George Street. This 
would result in a minor impact on the item overall. 
 
Visual impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the trees in median strip. This would 
remain in keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road. Removal 
of trees and tree trimming would alter views of the trees located in the median strip along 
George Street. This would result in a minor visual impact on the heritage trees. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
The construction of the proposed project alignment would have potential indirect impacts to 
root systems from proximity to the trees in median strip.  

12.1.4.2 Tram Alignment 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Tram Alignment in relation to 
the project. 

                                                      
169 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Trees In Median 
Strip” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240215 on 6/1/2017. 
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Table 50: Detailed heritage impact assessment for Tram Alignment 

Tram Alignment170 

Image 

Figure 87: View of Grand Avenue 

 

Figure 88: View of tram alignment on 
Grand Avenue 

 

Figure 89: View of tram alignment on 
Grand Avenue 

 

 

Description 
A wide street alignment with former tram alignment in the centre now used as car and truck 
parking bays. Avenue remains only where trams ran from George Street gatehouse to 
Camellia. 

Significance Local 

Statement of 
significance 

The wide street alignment (tram alignment) is demonstrative of the former tramway line, an 
important private development associated with the river's use as a corridor and physical 
evidence remains in the alignment of Grand Avenue and in the remaining tracks along the 
eastern end of this road. 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Direct impact: Minor 
The proposed Camellia stabling facility and associative railway lines would be constructed 
within part of the tram alignment curtilage. There would be some direct impact where the new 
light rail tracks cross the heritage tram tracks perpendicularly at the entrance of the Camellia 
stabling facility. This would result in a minor direct impact on the heritage tracks. The 
remainder of the proposed works would not further impact heritage tram tracks. The 
proposed works would result in a minor direct impact to the tram alignment overall. 
 
Visual impact: Minor 
The proposed works are located within the tram alignment curtilage. This section of the 
project corridor alignment runs along the Sandown Line. There would be some visual impact 
where the new light rail tracks cross the heritage tram tracks at the entrance of the Camellia 
stabling facility. This would result in a minor visual impact on the tram alignment.  

                                                      
170 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Tram Alignment” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240239 on 
6/1/2017. 
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Tram Alignment170 

 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
The proposed construction of the Camellia stabling facility and associative railway lines would 
have potential impacts from proximity to the tram alignment.  

12.1.4.3 Wetlands 

The following table provides a detailed heritage impact assessment for Wetlands in relation to the 
project. 

Table 51: Detailed heritage impact assessment of Wetlands 

Wetlands171 

Image 

Figure 90: View of wetlands near 
Rydalmere Hospital 

 

Figure 91: View of wetlands near 
Clyde Carlingford Rail Bridge 

 

Description 
This item consists of remnant wetland vegetation, characterised by mangrove and saltmarsh 
complex, located along the foreshores of Parramatta and Duck rivers and their tributaries, 
Vineyard and Subiaco creeks. 

Significance Local 

Statement of 
significance 

The wetlands along Parramatta River are of significance for Parramatta area as remnant 
representative areas of mangroves and salt marshes which once extensively lined the 
foreshores and tidal water flats of the region. 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Proposed works 
A site compound would be constructed on either side of the Camellia Bridge over Parramatta 
River. The site is slightly sloped and site preparation works would involve the construction of 
a retaining wall down slope and then infilling the site to create a level surface. The site would 
be lined with geofabric and stabilised with blue metal. Erosion and sediment controls would 
be established around the work site boundary to prevent off-site sedimentation including the 
construction of a bund around the worksite and vegetated swale drain. 
 
Direct impact: Minor 
The proposed works on the current Camellia Bridge over Parramatta River would result in a 
direct impact onto the wetlands. The works on the bridge would encroach on the heritage 
curtilage of the item. Trees are to be removed to allow for construction compounds on either 
side of the bridge. This would result in a minor direct impact to the overall significance of the 
wetlands.  
 
Visual impact: Minor 

                                                      
171 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Wetlands” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240429 on 
6/1/2017. 
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Wetlands171 

The proposed Parramatta River bridge (south) compound site would be adjacent to the 
wetlands. This would be a temporary site during the construction of the project used for site 
offices and compounds. The site would utilise an existing hardstand area. This site currently 
detracts from the heritage landscape of the wetlands. The proposed works would result in a 
minor temporary visual impact to the wetlands. Reinstatement of the compound site would 
need to consider the visual impacts to the wetlands following the completion of Parramatta 
Light Rail.  
The proposed works on the current Camellia Bridge over Parramatta River would remain in 
keeping with current view lines of the wetlands. The proposed bridge works would result in a 
minor visual impact on the wetlands.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
The proposed construction of Parramatta River bridge (south) compound would have 
potential indirect impacts to root systems and ecological systems from proximity to the 
wetlands. Any potential indirect impacts would be minimised and managed by the preparation 
of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

12.1.4.4 Succinct heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 

The following table provides a succinct heritage impact assessment for the LEP items in the Rosehill 
& Camellia Precinct. Direct impacts are assumed to be neutral unless otherwise stated. 

Table 52: Succinct heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 

Item Listing Significance 

Resident Flats 
and Houses172 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I490) Local 

 

Housing estate is embodying two single storey individual residences, four two storey 
duplexes and three multi storey residential flat buildings constructed of brick with a variety of 
hipped and gabled roofs. They have cement tiled roofs, brick chimneys, recessed entrance 
porches and sloping brick window sills. Front fences are either low brick fences or metal. 
Some don't have fences. 
Group of houses and buildings at 200-220 George Street is of significance for the local area 
for historical and representativeness reasons. Developed in c.1945, this site is of historical 
significance because it is one of the earliest integrated projects of the Housing Commission 
of NSW. The site has additional significance as it was occupied for half a century by part of 
the Benevolent Asylum for men. 
 
Direct impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would partially encroach on the heritage curtilage of the 
Regis ident Flats and Houses. This would not impact significant fabric such as the houses. 
The proposed works would have a negligible direct impact to the Resident Flats and Houses. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible 
The proposed project alignment and Alfred Street compound would be adjacent to the 
Resident Flats and Houses. This alignment would remain in keeping with the current views 
from the building which consist of a road and powerlines. This would result in a negligible 
visual impact. Alfred Street compound would result in a minor temporary visual impact. 
Overall, the proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to Resident Flats and 
Houses. Future development on the compound site would need to consider the visual 
impacts to Resident Flats and Houses following the completion of Parramatta Light Rail. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration levels 
above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and management 
would be undertaken in accordance with management measures outlined in the Noise and 

                                                      
172 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Residential Flats and 
Houses” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2241022 on 6/1/2017. 
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Item Listing Significance 

Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts would be minimised and managed 
by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report.   

Resident flats and 
houses173 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I523) Local 

 

Group of residential flats and houses created for Housing NSW at various dates. 
Predominantly of face brick and terracotta tiles, one and two storeys.  
Houses and buildings at 1-19 Noller Parade are of significance for the local area for historical 
and representativeness reasons. Built between c. 1950 and c. 1980, all the members of this 
group were created by the NSW Housing, each is an example of its date of creation, and 
they all have readily identifiable similarities in age, design and materials. Part of the 
significance is in the information on the original design.  
 
Visual impact: Neutral 
There would be no views on the proposed works from the heritage item. The proposed works 
would result in a neutral visual impact to Resident flats and houses.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would be 
minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 
10.0 of this report.   

Timber 
cottages174 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I532) Local 

 

Group of five, originally identical prefabricated Federation single storey cottages with 
weatherboard walls and corrugated iron roofs. 
 
Visual impact: Neutral 
There would be no views on the proposed works from the heritage item. The proposed works 
would result in a neutral visual impact to the timber cottages.  
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would be 
minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 
10.0 of this report.   

Bulimba175 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I485) Local 

 

‘Bulimba’ is a single storey Victorian Cottage of brick construction, with hipped corrugated 
iron roof and a tall chimney on the west wall. The front verandah to the house is bullnose 
and is supported by timber posts. The building is set on sandstone foundations. The 
windows have brick arches and sandstone sills. 
Bulimba, the house at 169 George Street, is of significance for the local area for historical 
and representativeness reasons. Developed c. 1885, the house is identifiable as part of the 
historic building stock in the area, and continues to contribute to the streetscape. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  

                                                      
173 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Residential Flats and 
Houses” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2245003 on 6/1/2016. 
174 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Timber cottages” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240451 on 
9/03/2017. 
175 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Bulimba” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240216 on 
6/1/2016. 
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Item Listing Significance 

The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to Bulimba. This would remain in keeping 
with the current views from the building which consist of a road and powerlines. The 
proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to Bulimba. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would be 
minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 
10.0 of this report.   

Cottage176 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I486) Local 

 

The item consists of a single storey brick cottage, now rendered. The front verandah has 
been removed. The building features narrow eaves, skillion roof extension, brick chimneys 
and sandstone sills to the windows. There is potential for the site to contain evidence dating 
to the Commissariat Store. 
The house at 173 George Street, is of significance for the local area for historical and 
representativeness reasons. Developed c. 1885, the house is identifiable as part of the 
historic building stock in the area, and continues to contribute to the streetscape. 
 
Direct impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Cottage and the project alignment 
would encroach into the heritage curtilage of this item. The proposed works would result in a 
minor impact to the Cottage. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Cottage. This would remain in 
keeping with the current views from the building which consist of a road and powerlines. The 
proposed works would result in a negligible visual impact to the Cottage. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Modelling indicates that the closest façade of this item would experience vibration levels 
above the screening level for cosmetic damage. Further assessment and management 
would be undertaken in accordance with management measures outlined in the Noise and 
Vibration Impact Assessment. Any other potential impacts would be minimised and managed 
by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0  of this report.   

Grave of Eliner 
Magee & child177 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I3) Local 

 

A modern headstone marks the site of the grave of Elinor Magee and her infant child who 
were drowned in the nearby Parramatta River in 1793. Grave is marked by a painted 
concrete headstone with plaque enclosed by painted concrete edging. 
The grave of Elinor Magee and her infant son are of historical significance for Parramatta as 
a rare surviving early European grave site, one of the oldest in NSW. 
 
Direct impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Grave of Eliner Magee & child and 
the project alignment would encroach into the heritage curtilage of this item. The proposed 
works would result in a minor impact to the Grave of Eliner Magee & child. 
 
Visual impact: Minor 
The proposed project alignment would be adjacent to the Grave of Eliner Magee & child and 
the project alignment would encroach into the heritage curtilage of this item. This would 
potentially impact and obscure current views from the item which consists of the railway and 

                                                      
176 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Cottage” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240217 on 
6/1/2016. 
177 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Grave of Eliner 
Magee & Child” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240233 on 6/1/2016. 
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Item Listing Significance 

powerlines. The proposed works would result in a minor visual impact to the Grave of Eliner 
Magee & child. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
Any potential impact would be minimised and managed by the preparation of a vibration 
assessment and CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this report. 

12.1.5 Carlingford Precinct 

12.1.5.1 Succinct heritage impact assessment for Carlingford Precinct 

The following table provides a succinct heritage impact assessment for the LEP heritage items in the 
Carlingford Precinct. Direct impacts are assumed to be neutral unless otherwise stated. 

Table 53: Succinct heritage impact assessment for LEP items in Carlingford Precinct 

Item Listing Significance 

Single storey 
residence178 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I143) Local 

 

The item consists of a single storey weatherboard residence with galvanised iron roof and 
projecting gable. The residence features Arts and Crafts decorative elements and a 
verandah with turned timber columns.  
The item is significant as a representative example of timber cottages of the Federation 
period constructed in this area. The house is readily identifiable as historic building stock and 
makes an important contribution to the streetscape. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible  
The proposed works would be located within the existing rail alignment. The works would 
remain in keeping with the setting of the heritage item. Trees mostly screen views from the 
Single storey residence onto the alignment. The proposed works would result in a negligible 
visual impact on the Single storey residence. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would be 
minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 
10.0 of this report.   

Victorian 
House179 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I40) Local 

 

The item consists of a single storey late Victorian brick cottage, constructed in Flemish bond. 
The residence has a hipped roof clad with corrugated iron, and features a hipped from 
verandah.  
The item is significant for historic reasons as an example of Victorian vernacular cottages in 
the area. The house makes an important contribution to the streetscape character. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible 
The proposed works would be located within the current rail alignment. The works would 
remain in keeping with the setting of the heritage item. Trees and contemporary rear 
additions mostly screen views from the Victorian House on the alignment. The proposed 
works would result in a negligible visual impact on the Victorian House. 

                                                      
178 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Single-storey 
Residence” last accessed via 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240533 on 6/1/2016. 
179 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “Victorian House” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240337 on 
6/1/2016. 
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Item Listing Significance 

 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible 
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would be 
minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 
10.0 of this report.   

K13 Memorial180 Parramatta LEP 2011 (I28) Local 

 

K13 Memorial includes a large sandstone monolith with attached plaques, a memorial pool 
with rough stones, and cast concrete letters "K13". 
K13 Memorial is of significance for Parramatta LGA for aesthetic, social and reasons of 
rarity. The Memorial to all HM submarines and submarine crews has a major social 
significance and is relatively rare in the local area. Some additional importance is derived 
from the associations with its architect and sculptor. 
 
Visual impact: Negligible 
The proposed works would be located within the current rail alignment. The works would 
remain in keeping with the setting of the heritage item.  Trees mostly screen views from the 
K13 Memorial on the alignment. The proposed works would result in a negligible visual 
impact on K13 Memorial. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Negligible  
It is unlikely that the works would result in a direct impact on the heritage item. Vibration 
levels would be under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would be 
minimised and managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 
10.0 of this report.   

 

                                                      
180 Description and Statement of significance extracted from State Heritage Inventory sheet “K13 Memorial” last 
accessed via http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2240436 on 
6/1/2016. 
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13.0 APPENDIX B 

Parramatta Park section 170 Heritage and Conservation Register listings 

Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number Relevant 
Legislation 

16 Convict huts and 
allotments Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681018) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Bath House Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681029) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Billy Hart memorial Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681100) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Boer War Memorial Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681031) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Boundary stone Parramatta Park Local 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681034) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Box drain, Raingers Cottage Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681052) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Brick kiln Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681099) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Foundations in 
Dairy Precinct Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681055) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Buttons Bridge Parramatta Park Local 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681082) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Byrnes Avenue Parramatta Park Local 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681097) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cattle Overseer's 
Residence and associated 
features 

Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681032) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number Relevant 
Legislation 

Causeway - Ross Street Parramatta Park Local 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681080) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Coleman Oval Parramatta Park Local  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681081) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Oval Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681101) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Dairy Cottage Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681041) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Dairy garden beds Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681042) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Dairy Precinct, Piggery Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681051) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Depot Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681050) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Dodd's Farm/ Government 
Farm Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681005) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Domain Creek Footbridge Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681037) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Exhibition pavilion Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681093) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Federal Avenue Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681200) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Furrows/orchard, Dairy 
Precinct Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681040) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number Relevant 
Legislation 

Gardener's Cottage Parramatta Park Local 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681048) 

Heritage Act 1977 

George Street Gatehouse Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681015) 

Heritage Act 1977 

George Street, triangle and 
culvert Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681010) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Government House 
Parramatta and Domain Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681001) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Government House Stables 
- 1799-1817 Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681076) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Government House Stables 
- 1817-1860 Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681030) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Government huts bridge Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681045) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Governors Avenue Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681068) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Granary/ brewery Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681013) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Great Western Railway and 
underpass Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681072) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Great Western Road 
entrance & associated 
structures 

Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681067) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Guard House for 
Government House Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681011) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number Relevant 
Legislation 

Island Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681074) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Lady Mary Fitzroy memorial 
obelisk and tree Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681084) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Lime Kiln Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681007) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Little Coogee Parramatta Park Local 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681043) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Long Avenue Parramatta Park Local 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681058) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Lumberyard and associated 
buildings Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681019) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Macquarie St Entry Gates 
and Sandstone Fence 
(Dwarf) 

Parramatta Park Local 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681198) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Macquarie Street entrance 
road Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681087) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Macquarie Street 
Gatehouse Macquarie Street State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681020) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Mays Hill Gatehouse Great Western 
Highway State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681025) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Memorial obelisk to 
observatory Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681075) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Memorial to Old 
Government House and the 
Redoubt 

Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681079) 

Heritage Act 1977 



Parramatta Light Rail – Built Heritage Impact Asssessment 

  Page 203 
 

Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number Relevant 
Legislation 

Mill and millrace Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681044) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Noller Footbridge Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681004) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Observatory - Transit 
Stones Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681027) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Observatory marker trees Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681046) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Observatory residence Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681028) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Old government house loop 
drive  Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681086) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Old Kings Oval Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681096) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Park Parade Gatehouse Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681071) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Pavilion - Long Avenue Long Avenue  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681033) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Phillip's Carriage Drive Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681202) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Pitt Street Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681009) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Pitt Street Bridge Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681003) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Ponds and dams in Domain 
Creek area Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681091) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Public toilet Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681095) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Quarry/Gravel Pit Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681036) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Queens Road Gatehouse Park Avenue  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681039) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Railway Avenue Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681201) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rangers Cottage Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681047) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Redoubt Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681002) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rings Bridge Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681098) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Ross Street Gatehouse Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681073) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rotunda/ Bandstand Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681083) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rubble drain Dairy Precinct Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681060) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Sluice Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681094) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Steam Tram and Railway 
Preservation Society Rail 
Line 

Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681085) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Stone and brick paving 
Dairy Precinct Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681062) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Sunken milkroom Parramatta Park State 

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681053) 

Heritage Act 1977 

The Crescent Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681090) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Trig station Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681069) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Weir - Boundary Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681077) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Well and site of northern 
Dairy pavilion Parramatta Park  

Parramatta Park Trust 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 4681061) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number Relevant 
Legislation 

Cumberland District 
Hospital Group 

5 Fleet Street, 
Parramatta 

State (Potentially 
National)  

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5051959) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Accommodation Block 
Ward 2 & 3 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012370) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Administration Building 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012377) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Cricket Shelter 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012376) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Former Day Rooms for 
Wards 4 & 5 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012375) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Former Ward 5 South 
Range 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012373) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Kitchen Block 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012374) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Sandstone walling & Ha  

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012380) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Ward 1 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012368) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Ward 1 Day room 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 50123690 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Cumberland Hospital - 
Ward 4 North Range 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012372) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Ward 4 West Range 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012371) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Wistaria House 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012378) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Wistaria House Gardens 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012379) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cumberland Hospital - 
Wistaria House Siteworks 

Fleet Street, 
Parramatta State 

SHR (00820), NSW 
Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012381) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Assistant Supervisor's 
Cottage 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540600) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Bakehouse, Former Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540598) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building 1A - Ward 1 Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540262) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building 1B - Dining Room 
to Ward 1 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540260) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building 23 - The Stores 
Wing 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540249) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building 24 - Administration Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540253) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Building 2A - Ward 2 Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540254) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building 2B - Stores or 
Hospital Wing 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540250) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building 2C - Shelter 
Pavilion 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540263) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building 3A - Wards 2 & 3 Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540261) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building 3B Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540257) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building 4A - Ward 4 Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540259) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building 4B - Ward 4 
Extension 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540252) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building 5A - Ward 5 Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540258) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building 5B - Sleeping 
Quarters for Female 
Prisoners 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540251) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Buildings 39 & 39A - 
Kitchen Range 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540255) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Chief Attendant's Cottage Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540599) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Cricket Shelter Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540601) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Cumberland Hospital 
Heritage Precinct 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540248) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Domestic Supervisor's 
Cottage 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540603) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Female Factory - Clock & 
Bell 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540265) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Group of sandstone 
buildings 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540606) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Hospital Playing Field 
Reserve 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540610) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Inscribed Coping Stones Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540608) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Landscaped garden Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540607) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Nurses' Administration 
Block 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540597) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Original walls Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540264) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Potential Archaeological 
Sites 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540611) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Recreational Hall and 
Chapel 

Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540604) 

Heritage Act 1977 

River Terraces Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540609) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Staff Dining Room Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540605) 

Heritage Act 1977 

The Ha Ha's Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540256) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Ward 12 Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540596) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Wards 9, 10 and 11 Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540595) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Wisteria House Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540612) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Wisteria House Gardens Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540613) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Wisteria House Siteworks Hainsworth Street, 
Parramatta State 

NSW Department of 
Health s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 3540614) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Archaeological Potential - 
Rydalmere Hospital 
Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730035) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Boat House and Adjacent 
Stonework - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730031) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Boiler House and Stack - 
Rydalmere Hospital 
Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730032) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Ed - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730012) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Ef - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730014) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Eg - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730015) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Eh - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730016) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Ei - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730017) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Eja - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730018) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Ejc - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730019) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Ejd - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730020) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Ek - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730021) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Building Eka - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730022) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Em - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730023) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Eq - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730025) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Es - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730026) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Et - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730027) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Ev - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730028) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Ez Main - 
Rydalmere Hospital 
Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730029) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Eza - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730030) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Building Eo - Rydalmere 
Hospital Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730024) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Landscape - Orphan 
School Precinct; Avenue 
Planting; 1900 Ward 
Range - Rydalmere 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730034) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - Boat 
House 

Rydalmere Avenue, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI  5012344) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 1 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012325) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 100 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012357) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 105 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012358) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 108 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012359) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 114 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012360) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 12 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012331) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 14 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012332) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 15 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012333) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 18 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012334) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 2 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012326) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 20 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012335) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 21 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012336) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 34 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012338) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 36 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012339) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 38 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012340) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 44 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012341) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 47 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012342) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 5 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012328) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 52 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012343) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 59 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012345) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 6 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012329) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 66 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012346) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 73 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012347) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 74 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012348) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 75 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012349) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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Item Name Address Significance Item/Listing Number Relevant 
Legislation 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 76 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012350) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 79 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012351) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 82 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012352) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 89 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012353) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 92 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012354) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 93 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012355) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Building 97 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012356) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - Chief 
Attendant's Cottage 

Rydalmere Avenue, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012337) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Landscape 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012362) 

Heritage Act 1977 

Rydalmere Hospital - 
Stone Bridge 

Victoria Road, 
Rydalmere State 

Department of Health 
s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register 
(SHI 5012361) 

Heritage Act 1977 

The Avenue Stone Bridge - 
Rydalmere Hospital 
Precinct 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730033) 

Heritage Act 1977 

UWS Parramatta South 
Campus 

171-179 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere State 

University of Western 
Sydney s170 Heritage 
and Conservation 
Register (SHI 4730036) 

Heritage Act 1977 
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14.0 APPENDIX C 

14.1 World/National heritage values of Old Government House and Domain 

The relevant statutory listings for Old Government House and Domain are summarised in Table 54. 
Relevant aspects of the official values are highlighted and particular notable issues discussed under 
‘Important considerations relevant to the project’.  

Table 54: Official Heritage Values of Old Government House and Domain and considerations 
for the project  

Statutory Listing Official Values Important considerations 
relevant to the project 

World Heritage 
List (WHL) – 
Australian Convict 
Sites (Old 
Government 
House and 
Domain Buffer 
Zone) Place ID 
106209 

The property is on the World Heritage List for meeting the 
thresholds of cultural criteria (iv) and (vi): 
Criterion (iv): The Australian convict sites constitute an 
outstanding example of the way in which conventional forced 
labour` and national prison systems were transformed, in 
major European nations in the 18th and19th centuries, into a 
system of deportation and forced labour forming part of the 
British Empire’s vast colonial project. They illustrate the 
variety of the creation of penal colonies to serve the many 
material needs created by the development of a new territory. 
They bear witness to a penitentiary system which had many 
objectives, ranging from severe punishment used as a 
deterrent to forced labour for men, women and children, and 
the rehabilitation of the convicts through labour and 
discipline. 
Criterion (vi): The transportation of criminals, delinquents, 
and political prisoners to colonial lands by the great nation 
states between the 18th and 20th centuries is an important 
aspect of human history, especially with regard to its penal, 
political and colonial dimensions. The Australian convict 
settlements provide a particularly complete example of this 
history and the associated symbolic values derived from 
discussions in modern and contemporary European society. 
They illustrate an active phase in the occupation of colonial 
lands to the detriment of the Aboriginal peoples, and the 
process of creating a colonial population of European origin 
through the dialectic of punishment and transportation 
followed by forced labour and social rehabilitation to the 
eventual social integration of convicts as settlers. 

Buffer zone The World 
Heritage Buffer Zone is an 
area surrounding the 
nominated property which has 
restrictions placed on its use 
and development to afford an 
added layer of protection to 
Old Government House & 
Domain. Whilst the buffer zone 
is not part of the inscribed 
WHL property, its boundaries 
are formally registered at the 
time of inscription or at the 
time modifications are 
approved by the World 
Heritage Committee. 
According to the Operational 
Guidelines for Implementation 
of the World Heritage 
Convention (Paragraph 104), 
the buffer zone should include 
the immediate setting of the 
nominated property, important 
views and other areas or 
attributes that are functionally 
important as a support to the 
property and its protection. The 
buffer zone is an integral 
component of the State Party’s 
commitment to the protection, 
conservation and management 
of the property. This impact 
assessment addresses 
potential impacts on significant 
views and vistas that are 
contained and conserved 
within the World Heritage 
buffer zone, as these are the 
only linkages between the 
listing and the project as it is 
located outside of the WHL 
buffer.  That is there would be 
no direct impacts.  It should 
also be understood, that as a 
serially listed site, impacts or 
potential impacts to one 
element of the property’s 
eleven listed sites, has the 
potential to degrade the overall 
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Statutory Listing Official Values Important considerations 
relevant to the project 

significance of the entire 
property, not only the specific 
site impacted. 

National Heritage 
List (NHL) Old 
Government 
House and the 
Government 
Domain, 
O'Connell St, 
Parramatta, NSW, 
Australia (Place ID 
105957) 
 

Criterion (a): the place has outstanding heritage value to the 
nation because of the place’s importance in the course, or 
pattern, of Australia’s natural or cultural history 
Old Government House and the former Government Domain 
in Parramatta Park 
provides a most significant tangible link with the earliest days 
of the foundation of 
the colonial development of Australia in 1788. Old 
Government House at Parramatta is the oldest surviving 
public building on the Australian mainland, and the only early 
colonial Government House to have survived relatively intact, 
particularly illustrated by brick flooring of the Phillip era 
building of July 1790 on display. The three rooms at the front 
of the main section of the house date to Governor Hunter in 
1799 while the remainder of the Palladian style main house 
and the two side pavilions date to Governor Macquarie in 
1818.It provides a publicly accessible cultural focus and 
landmark for many Australians, providing physical evidence 
of the earliest years of colonial development. 
 
The house and domain also represent convict working places 
as well as primary sites associated with the foundation of 
British colonial settlement. The house itself and the 
surrounding historic elements such as the Crescent, the 
governor’s dairy, the bathhouse, memorials, carriageways 
and gatehouses, and the remains of Governor Brisbane’s 
observatory, all reflect the establishment of agricultural 
production, the administration of the colony, the 
administration of the convict system in Australia, the 
commencement of town planning, and the site of some of 
Australia’s earliest astronomical and botanical endeavours. 
Criterion (c) The place has outstanding heritage value to the 
nation because of the place’s potential to yield information 
that will contribute to an understanding of Australia’s natural 
or cultural history 
The Government Domain is an extensive cultural landscape 
that has yielded archaeological evidence and has potential to 
yield more, particularly as a convict work place. Supporting 
information of historic documents and images are available in 
public records. 
Criterion (d) the place has outstanding heritage value to the 
nation because of the place’s importance n demonstrating 
the principal characteristics of: (i) a class of Australia’s 
natural or cultural places; or (ii) a class of Australia’s natural 
or cultural environment 
Old Government House in its setting of the former 
Governor’s Domain is 
significant as a cultural landscape of importance in 
Australia’s history. Although 
the Park has been reduced from the original 99.6 hectares to 
85 hectares, allocated in 1856, it contains a number of 
historic elements that have a tangible link with the earliest 
days of the foundation of British colonial settlement of 
Australia, and that interlink with the landscape. These 
historical elements include the Crescent, the governor’s 
dairy, the bathhouse, memorials, carriageways and 
gatehouses, and the remains of Governor Brisbane’s 
observatory. These historic elements demonstrate strong 
links with cultural processes of importance in Australia’s 

Landscape setting attributes 
(including significant views) 
which support and embody the 
Official Values adjacent 
(bolded) and relevant to the 
Project include: 
 views towards, and 

beyond, areas of 
agricultural endeavour 
such as the West Meadow 
(Westmead) 

 the geographical 
relationship between the 
Domain and the township 
of Parramatta itself 
(commencement of town 
planning) 

 the visual prominence and 
symbolism of siting the 
Governor’s Domain at this 
location on the Parramatta 
River (the Domain’s 
relationship with the river) 
(administration of the 
convict system/pattern of 
use and living). 
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Statutory Listing Official Values Important considerations 
relevant to the project 

development from a penal colony dependant on Great Britain 
to a self–governing colony. 
 
Old Government House provides evidence of the evolution of 
early colonial and convict administration. The development of 
the house itself mirrors the growth and complexity of these 
processes, both as the governor’s home and as the seat of 
administration, while the Domain and the Crescent mark the 
commencement of agricultural production in Australia. 
Other historic elements within the Domain provide evidence 
of the beginnings of astronomical and botanical science in 
this country. Uniquely for a site of this age in Australia, the 
pattern of use and living established by the early governors 
is still clearly legible in the house and the surviving historic 
elements in the landscape. 
(h) the place has outstanding heritage value to the nation 
because of the place’s special association with the life or 
works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 
Australia’s natural or cultural history. 
Old Government House and the Governor’s Domain at 
Parramatta Park are 
significant for their association with the life and work in 
Australia of the early 
colonial governors. Governors Phillip, Hunter, King, 
Macquarie and Brisbane all resided and worked at the house, 
and all have left their mark on the site through their 
development of the fabric of the respective buildings and the 
enhancement of the Domain. Old Government House and the 
Domain provide a remarkable insight into the life and work of 
these governors. This insight is enhanced by the wealth of 
information available about the site, both in terms of its 
documentation and the pictorial representations and 
photographs of the various stages of its development. 

14.2 Significant views assessment for Old Government House and Domain 

The following table provides an impact assessment to significant views associated with the Old 
Government House and Domain.  
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Table 55: Impact assessment to significant views associated with the Old Government House and Domain  

Significant view View description Image Impacts to heritage values 

1. View to northwest 
from Domain 
towards Parramatta 
River (including 
Former Female 
Factory Precinct 
and general area of 
Bridge Road)  

Vegetated landform sloping down to 
Parramatta River. Views of the river both 
upstream and downstream are obscured 
by vegetation from this location. Roofs of 
Female Factory buildings can be 
glimpsed through trees. Potential to open 
view connections to river and Female 
Factory buildings by thinning vegetation, 
however scenic qualities currently create 
a strong sense of place.  

Figure 92: View northwest from northern boundary 
of Wisteria Park. Parramatta River on right of photo. 

 

Figure 93: View from WHL buffer zone boundary. 
Roof of building within Female Factory Precinct can 
be seen between trees. 

 
 

No existing views of the Bridge Road bridge as 
part of the project are afforded from the World 
Heritage buffer zone of Old Government House 
and Domain.  
No potential impacts to significant view by the 
project are expected.  
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Significant view View description Image Impacts to heritage values 

2. From the Domain 
towards Westmead, 
the west and north–
west.  

Verge of Domain is contained within WHL 
buffer zone. Foreground views of 
landscaped edge with mature trees, low–
profile fencing and paved pedestrian and 
vehicular paths. Medium–distance views 
into Westmead precinct characterised by 
residential apartment blocks and low–rise 
buildings associated with the Cumberland 
Hospital.  

Figure 94: View from Domain towards intersection of 
Helen Street and Park Avenue, Westmead. 

 
 

No views of the project (along Hawkesbury 
Road) are currently afforded from this vantage 
point within the World Heritage buffer zone of 
Old Government House and Domain. 
No potential impacts to significant view by the 
project are expected. 

3. View from Bridge 
Road (bridge) 
towards Domain 
(WHL buffer zone) 

Fenced bridge (Bridge Road) over 
Parramatta River linking West and East 
campus of Cumberland Hospital. Very 
scenic riparian corridor with evidence of a 
vast array of cultural plantings 
(contributory elements of the Parramatta 
North historic cultural landscape) 

Figure 95: View from Bridge Road bridge southwest 
towards Domain and Parramatta CBD (from the 
proposed alignment of new bridge adjacent to 
existing). 

 
 

There is no unobstructed line–of–sight (views) 
between the World Heritage Property Old 
Government House and Domain and the bridge 
associated with the project (existing Bridge 
Street bridge). 
No potential impacts to significant view by the 
project are expected. 
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Significant view View description Image Impacts to heritage values 

Figure 96: View northeast of Bridge Road crossing 
from Cumberland Hospital (West Campus) – 
proposed alignment of new bridge adjacent to the 
existing bridge. 
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Significant view View description Image Impacts to heritage values 

4. George Street 
(2007, Planisphere 
2012) 

Unfolding view from and to and from 
Church Street. Ad hoc collection of 
medium height buildings. Point to point 
view framed by buildings/streetscape 
Tudor–style Gatehouse (c.1885) 
regarded as iconic landmark in 
Parramatta.  

Figure 97: View west from Church Street. Gatehouse 
can just be seen in the distance (end of George 
Street at O’Connell Street). 

 
 
Figure 98: View east from Gatehouse at George 
Street and O’Connell Street. 

 
 

Intermittent traffic from the project (light rail 
vehicles crossing the intersection) would not 
result in any difference in comparison to existing 
bus and truck traffic in long–distance views.  
No potential impacts to significant view by the 
project are expected. 
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Significant view View description Image Impacts to heritage values 

5. Macquarie Street  The Macquarie Street termination point at 
the Old Government House and Domain 
(Parramatta Park entrance) is one street 
further west than the George Street and 
O’Connell Street intersection, increasing 
the long–distance line of sight between 
the WHL–listed area and proposed 
corridor for the project at Church Street.  

Figure 99: View west from Church Street at 
Macquarie Street. 

  
 

No discernible views are currently afforded 
between the project at Church Street and Old 
Government House and Domain. 
No potential impact to significant view by the 
project is expected. 

  Figure 100: View east down Macquarie Street from 
entrance to Parramatta Park. 
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15.0 APPENDIX D 

15.1 Cumberland District Hospital Precinct 

15.1.1 Individual elements assessment 

The following table provides a description, significance in relation to the individual elements proposed 
to be impacted.  
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Table 56: Elements affected by the project 

Element Description and Significance Impacts Impact Summary 

Recovery cottages in West Campus 

 

Description 
The recovery cottages are contemporary one-storey brick 
residences used for long-term accommodation by hospital 
patients.  
 
Significance 
Little 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The project would include removal and relocation of 
five recovery cottages. The buildings were not 
assessed in the CMP. The buildings have been 
assessed as fabric of little significance. Therefore, the 
proposed works would result in a negligible impact on 
the Cumberland District Hospital Precinct.  
 

Negligible 

Boronia Building 

 

Description 
The Boronia Building is a contemporary brick building used 
as a non-acute rehabilitation unit. 
 
Significance 
Little 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The project would involve the removal of the Boronia 
Building for the establishment of the Cumberland 
Hospital construction compound. This building was 
not assessed in the CMP. The building has been 
assessed as fabric of little significance. Therefore, the 
proposed works would result in a negligible impact on 
the Cumberland District Hospital Precinct.   

Negligible 
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Element Description and Significance Impacts Impact Summary 

Bridge across Parramatta River 

 

Description 
Built in the 1950s to connect the West Campus to the East 
Campus which replaced a late nineteenth century timber 
bridge destroyed by flooding 
 
Significance  
Little 
 

The project would retain the current bridge and 
involve construction of a new bridge adjacent to the 
existing bridge to the south across Parramatta River. 
The bridge has been assessed to be of little 
significance in the CMP. The construction of the new 
bridge would result in a minor impact to views and 
cultural landscape elements which are assessed 
below.  
The proposed works would result in a minor impact to 
the overall significance of the Cumberland District 
Hospital Precinct.   

Minor 

Sandstone, brick, and concrete kerbs 

 

Description 
Sandstone, brick, and concrete kerbs along roads in East 
Campus including Bridge Road and Eastern Circuit 
 
Significance 
 Bridge Road: Sandstone kerbs – Moderate 
Concrete Kerbs – Little 
 Eastern Circuit: Sandstone kerbs – High 
Concrete kerbs - Little 

The project would remove the current kerbs along the 
proposed project alignment. The CMP states that 
existing sandstone kerbs should be retained in situ 
where practical. 
 
The project would result in a moderate direct impact 
on the significant sandstone kerbs proposed to be 
removed along Bridge Road and Eastern Circuit, and 
remove a portion of original kerbs within Cumberland 
District Hospital Precinct. In the context of the site, 
this would result in a minor impact on the heritage 
item overall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minor 
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Element Description and Significance Impacts Impact Summary 

Road network 

 

Description 
 Bridge Road (1900-1961)  
 Eastern Circuit (1880s-1940s) 
 Factory Street extension (removed c.1904) 
 
Significance 
 Bridge Road: 1900 alignment – High 
 Eastern Circuit: 1880s alignment - High 
1900-1940s alignments – Moderate 
 Factory Street extension - High 

The proposed rail alignment would generally re-use 
the existing road alignment with minor alterations in 
the curve of the alignment to enable the workings of 
light rail vehicles. This would have a minor impact on 
the road networks of Bridge Road, Eastern Circuit, 
and the Factory Street extension as the alignment of 
these roads would be generally retained. This would 
result in a minor impact on Cumberland District 
Hospital Precinct overall.  
 
The project would involve construction of a new bridge 
adjacent to the existing bridge over Parramatta River. 
This would alter the road network across the bridge, 
which would have a minor impact on the Cumberland 
District Hospital Precinct overall.   

Minor 

Trees 

 

Description 
 High significance tree near C67 
 High significance Eucalyptus punctate nearC71 
 High significance trees near C73 
 High significance tree on corner of Bridge and River Road 
 High significance fig tree near C51 
 High significance trees along former Fleet Street alignment 
 Moderate significance trees along Bridge Road and Eastern 
Circuit 
 Low significance trees along the southern side of Bridge 
Road 
 Trees of unassigned significance on the banks of 
Parramatta River 
 
Significance 
Little to High 

The project would involve the removal of select trees 
along the rail alignment through Cumberland District 
Hospital Precinct. The arborist report identifies high 
impact to numerous high retention value trees in the 
Cumberland District Hospital Precinct. The majority of 
these trees are also identified as being of moderate to 
high significance on the CMP.  
 
Trees of high significance to be removed include the 
fig tree near C51, palm near building C67, the 
Eucalyptus punctate near C71, the trees near C73, 
the tree on the corner of Eastern Circuit and River 
Road, and the trees along the former Fleet Street 
alignment. 
 
Moderate significance trees along Bridge Road and 
Eastern Circuit, and low significance trees along 
Bridge Road would also be removed or impacted.  
 
Although trees of high significance would be removed 
along the alignment, a large amount would be 
retained in the Cumberland Hospital Precinct Group. 
 

Minor 
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Element Description and Significance Impacts Impact Summary 

The establishment of the Cumberland Hospital 
compound would involve the removal of several trees 
of unassigned significance on the west side of 
Parramatta River.  
 
The establishment of the Parramatta North compound 
would potentially involve removal of several trees of 
moderate significance adjacent to Bridge Road near 
Parramatta River. It is noted, however, that this is a 
predominantly cleared area. 
 
Overall, impacts on the Cumberland District Hospital 
Precinct would remain minor provided that impacts 
resulting from the removal of existing vegetation are 
mitigated via new landscaping designed to enhance 
the setting of the heritage item following the TfNSW 
Vegetation Offset Guide and the arborist report.  

Cultural landscape elements 
 

 
 

Description 
 1870s plantings relating to Medical Superintendent use of 
Betts’ site, located near C68 
 Current building C68 maintains the orientation to the river 
and St John’s Cathedral that the former Betts’ residence had 
 Row of Fig Trees and other early plantings defines 1850s 
Factory Street extension. Important spatial corridor 
 Factory Street easement 
 The 1920s Nurses Block C83 originally had a direct vista to 
Wisteria House (formerly ‘Glengarriff’) along the Washingtonia 
Filifera-lined road 
 1870 tree plantings near C71 
 The view downstream at the bridge is of high significance 
as it represents one of the few vistas on site where early 
planting and landscaping survives  
 Large stand of Mill’s fig  
 
Significance 
 1870s plantings relating to Medical Superintendent use of 
Betts’ site, located near C68 – High to Exceptional 

The alignment would impact some of the cultural 
landscape elements of Cumberland District Hospital 
Precinct. The light rail tracks and overhead wires 
would remain unobtrusive at ground level and would 
result in a minor visual impact on the item. The 
Factory Street easement would be opened to its 
original form to allow for the proposed project 
alignment. This would result in a moderate to major 
impact on the cultural landscape values of the place, 
and a minor to moderate impact on the overall 
significance of Cumberland District Hospital Precinct. 
The 1871 Brazilian peppercorn tree and 1870s tree 
plantings near Building C71 would be impacted. This 
would result in a major impact on the cultural 
landscape values of the heritage item, and a 
moderate heritage impact on Cumberland District 
Hospital Precinct as a whole. 

Moderate 
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Element Description and Significance Impacts Impact Summary 

 Current building C68 orientation - High 
 Row of Fig Trees and other early plantings at Factory Street 
corridor- High 
 Factory Street easement - High 
 The 1920s Nurses Block C83 originally had a direct vista to 
Wisteria House (formerly ‘Glengarriff’) along the Washingtonia 
Filifera-lined road - High 
 1870 tree plantings near C71 - Exceptional 
 The view downstream at the bridge - High  
 Large stand of Mill’s fig -High 

Views and vistas181 

 

Description 
 Important scenic vistas from bridge to mature 19th century 
landscape 
 Views of building C53 (Transcultural Mental Health Centre, 
formerly the Administration Block – Admissions) , Female 
Factory/Lunatic Asylum Precinct, and the Hospital for the 
Insane Precinct from the bridge 
 Views on Factory Street towards Hospital precinct 
 
Significance 
High 

The project would involve construction of a new bridge 
adjacent to the existing bridge to the south across 
Parramatta River.  
Dependent on the design of the new bridge including 
height, materiality and form, impacts on significant 
views from the bridge would be minor to moderate. 
Given the new bridge is designed to not exceed the 
height of the existing and is of lightweight 
construction, these views would continue to be 
appreciated by the public and light rail customers from 
the new bridge, which should be of a similar scale and 
height to the existing. 
Views from Factory Street towards the Hospital 
precinct would be reinstated to the former alignment 
of Factory Street that existed at this location. This 
would result in a positive heritage impact. The impact 
of Parramatta Light Rail would result in a minor impact 
on the views from Factory Street.  Overall, impacts on 
views and vistas to, from and within the heritage item 
would be minor to moderate.  

Minor 

 

                                                      
181 PNUT 2016 A-7. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Transport for New South Wales (Transport for NSW) is developing the Parramatta Light Rail to deliver
a light rail network from Westmead to Carlingford via Parramatta CBD and Camellia. This work builds 
on the actions identified in the NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan (Transport for NSW, 2012) 
Sydney’s Light Rail Future – Expanding public transport, revitalising our city (NSW Government, 2012) 
and Unlocking Western Sydney’s Potential with Light Rail: Western Sydney Light Rail Feasibility Study 
(Parramatta City Council, 2013).

In December 2015, the NSW Government announced a preferred network for Parramatta Light Rail to
link areas that are being transformed by government and private investment, including Westmead,
Parramatta North, Camellia, Telopea, Rydalmere and Sydney Olympic Park. Parramatta Light Rail
would also serve major attractions in the Parramatta CBD including the new Western Sydney Stadium
and the Museum of Applied Arts and Science.

On 20 February 2017, the NSW Government announced that it would be proceeding with first stage
of Parramatta Light Rail. Parramatta Light Rail (Stage 1) (the project) would extend from Westmead
to Carlingford via Parramatta CBD and Camellia.

This report assesses the Pre-concept Design developed 24 March 2017.

Report purpose 

The project is subject to assessment by the Department of Planning and Environment and approval 
by the Minister for Planning under Part 5.1 of the (NSW) Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (EP&A Act).  

This non-Aboriginal archaeological assessment is one of a number of technical papers that forms part 
of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The purpose of this technical paper is to identify and 
assess the archaeological impacts of the project during both construction and operation. In doing so it 
responds directly to the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) as outlined in 
Section 1.5. 

This technical paper considers the impacts on potential archaeological remains within the study area 
and includes:  

• Identification of potential archaeological items that would be directly affected by the 

construction and operation of the project  

• Outlining the proposed mitigation and management measures (including measures to avoid 

significant impacts and an evaluation of the effectiveness of the mitigation measures) in 

accordance with relevant best practice guidelines. 

This report provides an assessment of non-Aboriginal archaeological heritage for the project. An 
Aboriginal heritage assessment and non-Aboriginal built heritage assessment have been prepared as 
separate reports.  

Key findings 

This technical paper has found that the construction of the Parramatta Light Rail would have the 
potential to result in impact to historical archaeological of State and local significance. The HAMUs 
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along the Parramatta Light Rail route with potential for State significant historical archaeology to be 
present, or where known State significant archaeological remains are present, include the following: 

• The government mill races, remains associated with Mrs Betts’ House and the former Lunatic 

Asylum (HAMU 4) 

• St Patricks Cemetery (HAMU 8) 

• The first and second Parramatta Gaol and Factory (HAMU 13) 

• The Town Drain (HAMU 18 

• Remains associated with the Soldiers District (HAMU 20) 

• Remains associated with the McGee hut (HAMU 31). 

It is also noted that there is low potential for State significant convict-era archaeological remains 
associated with the early agricultural development of the Rose Hill township to be present within all 
HAMU’s in the Westmead and North Parramatta precincts. The potential for an intact archaeological 
resource associated with this phase is extremely low.  

There is potential for archaeological remains of local significance to be present within the majority of 
HAMU’s along the Parramatta Light Rail route, with the exception of areas of known previous 
extensive ground disturbance.  

The project has the potential to impact on archaeological resources throughout the study area. 
Proposed project activities outlined in Table 1-1 have moderate or high potential to impact on 
archaeological resources of State and/or local significance.  

Table 1.1: Overview of potential impacts to archaeological resources  

HAMU Potential archaeological 
resource 

Significance Project activities Management 
zone 

4 The government mill races and 
remains associated with Mrs 
Betts’ House and the former 
Lunatic Asylum 

State The construction of light rail track 
with associated adjustments to 
road and footpath 

1 

4 Early road corridors and the 
Grose Street Drain 

Local The construction of light rail track, 
associated adjustments to road 
and footpath and construction of 
Cumberland Hospital stop within 
the former alignment of Factory 
Street 

2 

5 Grose Street Drain Local The construction of light rail track 
with associated adjustments to 
road and footpaths within Factory 
Street 

2 

7 Truncated remains associated 
with late 19th century residential 
and commercial development of 
Church Street, as well as 
evidence of early road 
infrastructure. 

Local Establishment of light rail track with 
associated adjustments to road 
and footpath along Church Street. 
Construction of the Factory Street, 
Fennell Street, Prince Alfred 
Square and Eat Street light rail 
stops. 

2 

8 Remains associated with earlier 
phases of St Patricks Roman 

State Establishment of light rail track, 
with associated adjustments to 

1 
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HAMU Potential archaeological 
resource 

Significance Project activities Management 
zone 

Catholic Cemetery, including 
burials 

road and footpath along Church 
Street 

10 Remains associated with late 
19th century residential and 
commercial development of the 
block bounded by Fennell, 
Church and Harold Streets 

Local Fennell Street compound 2 

11 Remain associated with the 
Royal Oak Hotel 

Local Ross Street compound and 
demolition 

2 

13 Remains of the former ‘village 
green’ and WWII era anti-aircraft 
shelter landforms 

Local Construction of Prince Alfred 
Square light rail stop 

2 

13 Remains associated with the first 
and second Parramatta Gaol 
and Factory 

State Construction of Prince Alfred 
Square light rail stop 

2 

15 Remains associated with the 
George Street tramline, 
Parramatta Gasworks (within the 
Queen Street Wharf Reserve) 
early services and drains and 
former building frontages 

Local  Construction of light rail along 
George Street, with associated 
adjustments to road and footpath, 
public domain works and utilities 
adjustment 

2 

16 Remains associated with late 
19th century residential and 
commercial development of 
Macquarie Street 

Local Construction of light rail on 
Macquarie Street with associated 
adjustments to road and footpath, 
construction of the Parramatta 
Square and Harris Street light rail 
stops, public domain works and 
utilities adjustments 

2 

17 Remains associated with late 
19th century residential and 
commercial development of 
Parramatta (prior to 
establishment of Horwood 
Place) 

Local Public domain and utilities 
adjustment 

2 

18 Intact remains of the Parramatta 
Town Drain within Macquarie 
Streets (intact) and Barrack 
Lane (disturbed) 

State Public domain and utilities 
adjustment 

2 

20 Remains associated with the 
former Soldiers District 

State Construction of light rail track on 
the western side of Robin Thomas 
Reserve between Macquarie and 
George Streets with associated 
adjustments to road and footpath 

1 

20 Remains associated with the 
Purchase Nursery 

Local Construction of light rail track on 
the western side of Robin Thomas 
Reserve between Macquarie and 
George Streets with associated 
adjustments to road and footpath 

2 

21 George Street tramline Local Construction of light rail track on 
George Street with associated 
adjustments to road and footpath 

2 
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HAMU Potential archaeological 
resource 

Significance Project activities Management 
zone 

22 Remains associated with late 
19th century residential and 
commercial development of 
Smith Street 

Local Public domain and utilities 
adjustment 

2 

22 Remains associated with late 
19th century residential and 
commercial development of 
Charles Street 

Local Public domain and utilities 
adjustment 

2 

24 George Street tramline Local Reconfiguration of George Street 
between O’Connell and Harris 
Streets 

2 

25 George Street tramline  Local Construction of light rail with 
associated adjustments to road 
within George Street 

2 

27 Earlier remains associated with 
the Carlingford Railway Line 

Local Construction of Carlingford Line 
active transport link alongside the 
light rail 

2 

31 Evidence associated with the 
Magee hut 

State Establishment of Parramatta River 
Bridge (south) compound/laydown 
area (minimal excavation) 

2 

33 Remains associated with the 
former Rydalmere Railway 
Station 

Local Bridge works, utilities adjustment 
and establishment of compound 
sites (minimal excavation) 

2 

34 Remains associated with the 
former Dundas Railway Station 

Local Earthworks on existing railway line 
and establishment of the Dundas 
compound site (minimal 
excavation) 

2 

35 Remains associated with the 
former Carlingford Stock Feeds 

Local Construction of Carlingford light rail 
stop, establishment of the 
Carlingford compound (minimal 
excavation), public domain and 
utility adjustment 

2 

Mitigation measures 

The following mitigation measures have been recommended.  

Table 1.2: Mitigation measures 

Measure Guidelines 

Archaeological 
Management  

Three archaeological management zones have been developed for the project to 
manage archaeology with varying levels of significance throughout the project 
corridor. The general mitigation measures to be applied to each management zone 
are outlined below. The precinct-specific measures identify which management 
zone(s) measures apply to each archaeological management unit (HAMU) within a 
precinct.  
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Measure Guidelines 

 The following mitigation measures would be implemented for Zone 1 - State 
significant historical archaeology: 

▪ A heritage induction would be undertaken for all contractors, to be 
developed as part of the heritage management plan 

▪ An Archaeological Research Design (ARD) would be prepared by a qualified 
archaeologist in accordance with Heritage Division requirements, prior to the 
commencement of works. The ARD would outline a methodology for the 
investigation, monitoring and/or salvage of archaeological resources 

▪ An excavation director who meets the NSW Heritage Division requirements 
for directing State significant archaeological investigations must manage the 
works 

▪ Impact or removal is generally unacceptable for State significant 
archaeology identified as being highly intact and, if proposed, should be 
justified appropriately by the excavation director 

▪ In situ retention of archaeological remains would be considered in 
accordance with the ARD as required 

▪ The NSW Heritage Division would be notified should intact state significant 
relics be unexpectedly identified 

▪ Public engagement would be considered where feasible to inform the public 
of the archaeological findings and proposed management measures 

▪ Post-excavation reporting, artefact analysis and relics conservation would be 
undertaken if relics are identified. 

 The following mitigation measures would be implemented for Zone 2 - Locally 
significant historical archaeology: 

▪ A heritage induction would be undertaken for all contractors, to be 
developed as part of the heritage management plan 

▪ An Archaeological Research Design (ARD) would be prepared by a qualified 
archaeologist in accordance with Heritage Division requirements, prior to the 
commencement of works. The ARD would outline a methodology for the 
investigation, monitoring and/or salvage of archaeological resources 

▪ Archaeological monitoring would be undertaken by a suitably qualified 
excavation director, followed by open area salvage (if required) 

▪ Impact or removal is likely to be considered acceptable if appropriate 
mitigation measures are followed as outlined in the ARD 

▪ Public engagement would be considered where feasible to inform the public 
of the archaeological findings and proposed management measures 

▪ Post-excavation reporting, artefact analysis and relics conservation would be 
undertaken if relics are identified. 

 The following mitigation measures would be implemented for Zone 3 - Nil-low 
archaeological resource present: 

▪ A heritage induction would be undertaken for all contractors, to be 
developed as part of the heritage management plan 

▪ Works are unlikely to impact on significant archaeological resources, 
however an archaeologist would be engaged should any unexpected 
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Measure Guidelines 

potential archaeological remains be encountered in accordance with an 
unexpected finds procedure. 

Detailed Design  Modification of the proposed route alignment to avoid State significant archaeology 
is recommended. Impacts to historical archaeological sites of State significance 
should be avoided where possible. As detailed design progresses, care should be 
taken to avoid impacts to identified archaeological sites of State significance, and 
avoid or minimise impacts to archaeological sites of local significance.  
Impacts to potential archaeological resources arising from the detailed design 
would be addressed in the Archaeological Research Design.  
Should unexpected remains of State significance be encountered during works, re-
design should be considered to allow for in situ retention and conservation of these 
remains.  
The detailed design for sections of the project would be developed in consultation 
with the Office of Environment and Heritage and City of Parramatta Council.  

Town Drain  In relation to HAMU 18 - The Town Drain - Macquarie Street and Barrack Lane, 
alternative construction methods would be investigated and considered for works in 
the location of the Town Drain in George Street in order to retain this section of the 
drain, and protect against vibration impacts during construction and operation of 
the proposal 

Arthur Phillip 
High School 

In situ preservation and interpretation of significant archaeological remains 
associated with the convict lumberyard and barracks has been negotiated as part 
of the works at Arthur Philip High School. Should archaeological remains 
associated with the lumberyards and barracks extend into the PLR study area, and 
be identified during works, it is recommended that they be retained in situ. 
Removal of remains associated with this archaeological resource would result in 
major cumulative impact.  

Cumberland 
Hospital Precinct  

In relation to HAMU 4 - Thorough archaeological investigation of potential 
archaeological remains associated with Mrs. Betts' House and the Lunatic Asylum 
would be required prior to the proposed works commencing in these areas, as 
required in accordance with the Zone 1 archaeological management measures. 
Where intact State significant remains are located redesign should be considered 
to avoid impacts.  
 
Alternative construction methods would be identified and considered for the Grose 
Street Drain (local significance). Should impact to a section of the drain be 
unavoidable, archaeological investigation of this area would be undertaken prior to 
excavation works. 

Exhumation 
Policy  

An Exhumation Policy and Guideline would be prepared and implemented. It would 
be developed in accordance with the Guidelines for Management of Human 
Skeletal Remains (NSW Heritage Office, 1998b). 
 
This policy would recommend avoidance of sites with the potential to contain 
human skeletal material in the first instance. Exhumation of remains should not be 
considered. Remains should instead be conserved in situ.  
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LGA Local Government Area 

LRV Light rail vehicle 

NHL National Heritage List 

NSW  New South Wales 

OEH Office of Environment and Heritage 

SEARs Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements 

SHI State Heritage Inventory 

SHR State Heritage Register 

Transport for New 
South Wales Transport for NSW 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

WHL World Heritage List 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project background

Transport for New South Wales (Transport for NSW) is developing the Parramatta Light Rail to deliver
a light rail network from Westmead to Carlingford via Parramatta CBD and Camellia. This work builds 
on the actions identified in the NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan (Transport for NSW, 2012) 
Sydney’s Light Rail Future – Expanding public transport, revitalising our city (NSW Government, 2012) 
and Unlocking Western Sydney’s Potential with Light Rail: Western Sydney Light Rail Feasibility Study 
(Parramatta City Council, 2013).

In December 2015, the NSW Government announced a preferred network for Parramatta Light Rail to
link areas that are being transformed by government and private investment, including Westmead,
Parramatta North, Camellia, Telopea, Rydalmere and Sydney Olympic Park. Parramatta Light Rail
would also serve major attractions in the Parramatta CBD including the new Western Sydney Stadium
and the Museum of Applied Arts and Science.

On 17 February 2017, the NSW Government announced that it would be proceeding with first stage
of Parramatta Light Rail. Parramatta Light Rail (the project) would extend from Westmead to
Carlingford via Parramatta CBD and Camellia.

This report assesses the Pre-concept Design developed 24 March 2017.

1.2 Project description

On 17 February 2017, the NSW Government announced Stage 1 of the Parramatta Light Rail (the
project), a 12 kilometre light rail corridor which would link the following areas:

• Westmead

• North Parramatta

• Parramatta CBD

• Rosehill

• Camellia

• Rydalmere

• Dundas

• Telopea

• Carlingford

The project would comprise an approximate 12 kilometre alignment from Westmead to Carlingford 
and Camellia and would consist of a mix of both on-street and dedicated corridor alignment. Between 
Westmead and Camellia, the project would generally be located along existing streets within 
Westmead, the Parramatta CBD and the suburbs of Rosehill and Camellia. Between Camellia and 
Carlingford, the project would be located within the existing T6 Carlingford Line rail corridor. 

The project would include the provision and operation of the following key features: 

• A new light rail network of around 12 kilometres in length (including approximately seven 

kilometres within the existing road corridor separated from general traffic and approximately 
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five kilometres utilising the existing T6 Carlingford Line and former Sandown freight line for 

use as light rail corridors and replacing current heavy rail services) 

• A total of 16 stops (subject to further design development). The stops would form a 

combination of side and island platforms depending on the final design of the proposed action 

and existing constraints at each stop location. Platforms would be approximately 45 metres 

long 

• Interchanges with existing rail, bus and/or ferry facilities at Westmead, Parramatta CBD and 

Carlingford 

• Creation of two light rail and pedestrian zones (no general through vehicle access) within the 

Parramatta CBD along Church Street (generally between Market Street and Macquarie Street) 

and Macquarie Street (generally between Horwood Place and Smith Street) 

• Light rail vehicle (LRV) driver amenities at light rail termini at Westmead and Carlingford and 

at the stabling and maintenance facility at Camellia 

• An integrated stabling and maintenance facility located in Camellia. The facility would consist 

of a number of elements including: 

o Stabling area for storage of LRVs 

o A stabling and maintenance building including a workshop containing servicing tracks 

to carry out LRV inspections and administration facilities for managing the 

administration, operation and maintenance of the project systems 

o An automatic train wash plant and sanding plant for replenishing LRV sand boxes and 

for testing sanding equipment 

• Provision of a number of new bridge structures along the alignment including over James 

Ruse Drive and Clay Cliff Creek, Parramatta River (near the Cumberland Hospital), Kissing 

Point Road and Vineyard Creek, Rydalmere 

• Modification of Lennox Bridge (Church Street) and a number of existing bridge structures 

along the T6 Carlingford Line (including Parramatta River, Adderton Road and Pennant Hills 

Road) to accommodate the light rail alignment and active transport links 

• Alterations to the existing road network to accommodate the project, including line marking, 

additional traffic lanes and turning lanes, new traffic signals, and changes to traffic flows (e.g. 

creation of left-in, left-out arrangements etc.) 

• Ancillary infrastructure including up to eight electricity substations and overhead lines and 

poles to allow for LRV operations 

• Active transport corridors and additional urban design features along sections of the alignment 

and at stop locations 

• Replacement of existing rail infrastructure along the former Sandown Line corridor, between 

the junction at Camellia Station and the stabling and maintenance facility, and removal of the 

remaining rail infrastructure, east of the stabling and maintenance facility 

• Closure of the existing T6 Carlingford Line north of Parramatta Road including replacement of 

existing rail infrastructure between Camellia and Carlingford, and removal of existing rail 

assets at the Parramatta Road level crossing (such as signalling and boom gates). 
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Key features of the project are illustrated in Figure 1-1. 

The assessment of the project has been undertaken using both a regional and local (or precinct-
based) approach to assessment of potential environmental impacts. This approach has been used to 
reflect the different local areas along the project alignment, each which have a distinctive character 
and which would be impacted in different ways by the project. Five separate precincts have been 
identified along the project alignment which have been used as the basis for reporting potential 
impacts within this assessment. The identified precincts are: 

• Westmead Precinct - between the Westmead terminus (intersection of Hawkesbury Road and 

Railway Parade), crossing the Parramatta River, passing through the existing Parramatta 

North site and terminating at the intersection of Factory Street and Church Street 

• Parramatta North Precinct - commences at the intersection of Factory and Church Streets, 

travelling south along Church Street to Prince Alfred Square 

• Parramatta CBD Precinct - from Prince Alfred Square along Church Street crossing the 

Parramatta River at the Lennox Bridge. The route passes down Macquarie Street to the 

western edge of Robin Thomas Reserve, before turning east into George Street. The 

alignment then continues to Alfred Street, before turning east into Tramway Avenue 

• Rosehill and Camellia Precinct - the alignment continues along Tramway Avenue, crossing 

James Ruse Drive and connecting to the intersection of Grand Avenue North and the existing 

Carlingford Line where the route splits. The route to the east would travel along the former 

Sandown Line and connect to the stabling and maintenance facility at 6 Grand Avenue. The 

route to the north would connect to the Carlingford Line 

• Carlingford Precinct - the alignment travels north along the existing Carlingford Line.  

1.2.1 Enabling works 

Enabling works would be undertaken prior to the main construction works. These works would be 
required to protect or relocate conflicting services and utilities and modify the road network. Enabling 
works with the potential to impact on archaeological resources would generally including the 
following: 

• Major works or service relocations/protection along the project alignment 

• Major service relocations 

• Property access modification along the project alignment 

• Tree and vegetation removal (as required) 

• Roads and Maritime Services traffic signal works.  

1.2.2 Establishment of construction compounds  

Ground levelling works or installation of capping material may be required to establish construction 
compounds and general worksite areas. The establishment of site offices and facilities would include 
the establishment of utility connections to the sites (where required).  
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1.2.3 Road network works 

The road network would be modified in a number of locations, particularly around intersections, to 
accommodate the final alignment. Typical activities associated with road network works, and with the 
potential to impacts on archaeological remains, would include: 

• Milling and excavation of existing road surface to the formation level 

• Compaction of road base 

• Excavation and installation of new drainage to tie in to the existing stormwater and installation 

of new stormwater pits (where required) 

• Installation of new traffic lights (where required) 

1.2.4 Civil engineering works 

Civil engineering works with the potential to impact on archaeological remains primarily include 
subgrade works where the excavation of existing material and backfilling with structural fill is required 
to provide a suitable foundation for the track slab. Indicative construction activities that would occur 
would include the following: 

• Site clearance including removal or relocation of trees 

• Undertake service/utility relocation and protection works 

• Earthworks 

• Saw cutting of existing road pavement and excavation for the light rail services; installation of 

light rail services conduits and construction of pits for the light rail services 

• Saw cutting and removal of existing road pavement and subgrade for the light rail tracks. 

1.2.5 Off-corridor road network changes 

In addition to the road and traffic changes identified along the project alignment, a series of additional 
road and traffic changes would be required to manage the interaction between the proposed road 
alterations and the resultant changes this would have on the operation of the surrounding road 
network.  
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Figure 1-1: Key features of the project 
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1.3 Project development and justification 

 Project need 

The Parramatta Light Rail (Stage 1) project comprises construction and operation of a light rail 
service between Westmead and Carlingford, via Camellia. The proposed network would link the 
following areas in the region: 

• Westmead 

• North Parramatta 

• Parramatta Central Business District (CBD) 

• Camellia 

• Rydalmere  

• Telopea 

• Carlingford.  

A detailed overview of the strategic context and need of the project is outlined in Chapter 2 of the 
Environmental Impact Statement.  

 Project development  

In 2014, the NSW Government shortlisted four corridors where light rail could play a key role in 
improving transport connections and cater for future growth. This built upon a feasibility study carried 
out by City of Parramatta Council. These corridors were: 

1 Parramatta to Macquarie Park via Carlingford 

2 Parramatta to Castle Hill 

3 Parramatta to Bankstown 

4 Parramatta to Sydney Olympic Park and Strathfield/Burwood. 

All four shortlisted corridors included a core spine between Westmead and Camellia. 

The NSW Government carried out a strategic assessment of the four shortlisted corridors and the core 
spine to determine a preferred light rail network (refer to section 3.4). This included an analysis of 
potential employment and urban renewal opportunities, transport benefits as well as engineering and 
environmental challenges. Further discussion regarding the options development process carried out 
for the project is provided in Chapter 3 (Project development and alternatives). 

This assessment work showed that the Macquarie Park and Sydney Olympic Park/Strathfield corridors 
would deliver strong urban renewal and transport benefits. As such, both corridors and the CBD spine 
were selected as the basis of the preferred network. The preferred network included the Camellia to 
Carlingford section of the Macquarie Park corridor, which would offer a more frequent and reliable 
transport service to users of the existing T6 Carlingford Line. Transport for NSW is currently carrying 
out further studies of benefits and costs associated with a future extension from Carlingford to Epping 
(part of the Macquarie Park corridor). 

In December 2015, the NSW Government announced a preferred network for Parramatta Light Rail to 
link areas that are being transformed by government and private investment, including Westmead, 
Parramatta North, Camellia, Telopea, Rydalmere, Sydney Olympic Park and Strathfield. The project 
would also serve major attractions in the Parramatta CBD including the new Western Sydney Stadium 
and the proposed Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences. 
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Since the announcement of the preferred network in 2015, further investigations into possible route 
options within the preferred network were carried out in consultation with key stakeholders. This 
confirmed the preferred alignment that would be best placed to achieve the project objectives. Further 
detail regarding this process is provided in Chapter 3 (Project development and alternatives). 

A detailed summary of the justification and shortlisting rational of the preferred corridor is provided in 
Chapter 3 of the Environmental Impact Statement. 

1.3.3 Heritage considerations in design  

The design of the project has been influenced by a number of environmental factors. In general, the 
project has been designed to: 

• Avoid known structures including buildings, basements, utilities and infrastructure (including 

other rail and road infrastructure), where suitable alternative options have been identified 

• Minimise the potential for direct and indirect impacts to heritage items 

• Minimise direct impact on property. 

Artefact Heritage has produced a number of memos providing high level advice on the avoidance of 
known significant archaeological remains and listed heritage items to inform the design process.  

• Parramatta Light Rail preliminary heritage advice for the Carlingford Line (18 January 2017) 

• Parramatta Light Rail preliminary heritage assessment for proposed structural investigation on 

Lennox Bridge (5 April 2017) 

• Parramatta Light Rail archaeological work method statement for Aboriginal archaeological 

testing (18 April 2017) 

• Parramatta Light Rail design advice - Robin Thomas Reserve (8 December 2016). 

1.3.4 Project justification  

Through the design of the project to date, significant work has been undertaken to reduce the 
heritage impacts of the project. 

Justification of the alignment in the vicinity of the listed heritage items has been on the basis of a 
comprehensive option analysis process (refer to Chapter 3 of the Environmental Impact Statement). 
This included optimisation of project benefits, particularly in terms of transport outcomes, city building 
and place making outcomes, economic requirements and deliverability and risks, balanced with 
project impacts. Detailed design for stops will not be completed at this stage of design. For the Pre-
concept design, a module stop design has been developed with typical shelter and cabinetry 
locations.  

Specific design responses to avoid and minimise adverse impacts are identified in Table 1.1. 

Table 1.1: Summary of adverse impacts avoided or minimised through design 
Potential archaeological 
impact Comment/impact Design response 

Parramatta Female Factory 
Precinct 

Direct impact on this item has 
been avoided. 

Alignment options for the crossing of the 
Parramatta River at North Parramatta are 
outlined in Section 3.6.3 of the EIS.  
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Potential archaeological 
impact Comment/impact Design response 

 
Urban Growth are seeking approval for 
demolition of various buildings throughout 
Cumberland Hospital (east). This is not part of 
the current project. The alignment has been 
developed in coordination with Urban Growth. 
During development of the preferred route 
alignment, a number of different alignment 
options and curves were tested with the 
intention to have the least impact on heritage 
buildings and trees. The alignment has also 
been designed to fit with the proposed roadway 
to be constructed by Urban Growth. 

Cumberland Hospital 
Precinct Group 

It is noted that the Urban Growth 
development application for the 
area seeks approval for the 
demolition of five buildings 
(identified in their reports as of 
low/negligible heritage 
significance) which assists in 
providing sufficient space for the 
alignment. 

The project does not involve the 
demolition of any heritage 
buildings within the item. 

Some trees of heritage 
landscape value would be 
removed where they cannot be 
avoided given the alignment 
constraints.  

The preferred alignment was selected to avoid 
impact on the most sensitive components of this 
heritage item, specifically the Parramatta 
Female Factory Precinct. The alignment in this 
precinct was designed to facilitate a low speed 
environment to fit with the heritage character of 
the precinct.  
The alignment is constrained through this 
precinct by: 
- various buildings of heritage significance 
- heritage landscape and plantings 
- limitations on the allowable curve radius for 
light rail track (tight turns cannot be achieved). 
 
The project has been designed to minimise 
impacts on the heritage fabric of the item with 
those constraints meaning that total avoidance 
of heritage fabric is not achievable. 
 
In order to further reduce impact to heritage 
fabric, a 5 metre (minimum) buffer has been 
applied throughout the precinct.  
 
A number of options have been considered for 
the crossing of Parramatta River at Cumberland 
Hospital. Examples including the demolition and 
reconstruction of the bridge in same location, 
construction of a bridge to north or south of 
existing and a bridge to the far north of existing 
site. 
 
The choice of bridge alignment was also driven 
by heritage considerations. Alternatives that 
would cross the river further south were 
avoided, as these options would have run closer 
to a number of heritage and archaeological 
items, particularly Parramatta Park, Wisteria 
House and Gardens and the alignment would 
have run adjacent to the Female Factory wall 
along River Road. The installation of the new 
bridge immediately south of the existing was 
required to allow access for the hospital. 
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Potential archaeological 
impact Comment/impact Design response 

St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic 
Cemetery 

There would be no impact to the 
fence line of the cemetery. 

 

Tree removals between the 
fence and Church Street are 
required. These trees are within 
the curtilage of the heritage item. 

The provision of a light rail stop at the corner of 
Factory St and Church Street would require the 
road to be widened adjacent to the Cemetery.  
 
Rail and road design has responded by 
providing minimum widths for curves, cross 
sections and turning paths in this location to 
minimise property impact.  
 
Further investigations are being undertaken to 
minimise the impact to Cemetery land. Options 
includes wire free design, consideration of 
footpath and road lane widths, and revise track 
geometry.  

Royal Oak and Stables 

The removal of the main building 
of the Royal Oak Hotel to allow 
for the road widening and re-
alignment of the intersection. 
This would result in in-ground 
impacts. The rear stables 
building of this item would be 
retained.  

A large section of road reserve has been 
preserved on the western side of Church Street. 
The Royal Oak Hotel and Stables protrude from 
the current build and therefore impact the on the 
revised road and rail design. 
 
The light rail alignment is further constrained on 
the eastern side of Church Street by large 
residential and commercial buildings and no 
road reserve.  
 
Rail and road design has responded providing 
minimum widths for curves, cross sections and 
turning paths in this location to minimise impact. 
 
Further investigation is underway to determine if 
the impact can be avoided or minimised. 

Alfred Square (and potential 
archaeological site) 

The construction of Prince Alfred 
Square light rail stop would 
require the removal of the 
current footpath in the north-
eastern corner of Alfred Square 
to make way for the required 
platform. The footpath would be 
reconstructed further west into 
the heritage curtilage of Alfred 
Square. This would require the 
removal of a section of the park 
boundary wall. 

The alignment has attempted to minimise 
impact on Prince Alfred Square with one 
platform of the light rail stop integrated into the 
footpath and minimal property impact. The 
design has also allowed for the retention of the 
existing war Memorial Structure.  
Two traffic lanes have been provided on Church 
Street adjacent to Prince Alfred Square to 
provide local access for residents and business 
using Palmer Street and to serve the Riverside 
Theatre and Novotel Hotel.   

Queens Wharf Reserve Minor incursion into the reserve 
by light rail alignment. 

The light rail alignment is constrained by two 
significant heritage/archaeological items in this 
location: Robin Thomas Reserve, Queens 
Wharf Reserve and Brislington (listed on the 
Parramatta LEP). 

The George Street road reserve is not wide 
enough in this location to accommodate the light 
rail infrastructure and traffic lanes without 
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Potential archaeological 
impact Comment/impact Design response 

impinging on Queens Wharf Reserve. For this 
reason impacts were not able to be avoided. 

Ancient Aboriginal and Early 
Colonial Landscape (Robin 
Thomas Reserve) 

Incursion into the reserve by 
light rail alignment, to the west 
and north.  

Harris Street is part of the inner ring road. 
Therefore, it was not possible to reduce traffic 
lanes. 

The alignment along the Harris Street edge of 
the park was selected to avoid impact to 
potentially state significant archaeology further 
east and in the centre of the reserve (associated 
with the first Soldiers Barracks), and to avoid 
splitting the reserve in two by constructing the 
alignment through the centre of the reserve, 
rather than around the periphery.   

Carlingford Stock Feeds 
Direct impact on this item has 
been avoided. 

The initial alignment design required partial 
demolition of the heritage listed Carlingford 
Produce Store. 

The stop has been relocated further to the 
south, and footpath design has been modified, 
to avoid any direct impact to this item. 

1.4 Purpose and scope  

The project is subject to assessment by the Department of Planning and Environment and approval 
by the Minister for Planning under Part 5.1 of the (NSW) Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (EP&A Act).  

This non-Aboriginal archaeological assessment (NAAA) is one of a number of technical papers that 
forms part of the Environmental Impact Statement. The purpose of this technical paper is to identify 
and assess the non-Aboriginal archaeological impacts of the project during both construction and 
operation. In doing so it responds directly to the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment 
Requirements (SEARs) as outlined in section 1.4. 

This report provides an assessment of impact to potential non-Aboriginal archaeological resources 
within the study area. Listed heritage items with an archaeological component have been included in 
Section 4.3, and incorporated into the assessment of archaeological potential and significance in 
Section 6.0. The architectural attributes of these items have not been addressed in this document, 
and have been included in the separate built heritage assessment.  

This technical paper considers the impacts on archaeological resources within the study area and 
includes:  

• Identification of areas of archaeological potential and significance that would be materially 

affected by the project during construction and operation 
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• Consideration of the potential impacts on the values, settings and integrity of 

archaeological remains located near the project and, where such potential exists, the 

likely significance of those impacts 

• Outlining the proposed mitigation and management measures (including measures to 

avoid significant impacts and an evaluation of the effectiveness of the mitigation 

measures) in accordance with relevant best practice guidelines.   

1.5 Secretary’s environmental assessment requirements  

The SEARs relating to non-Aboriginal archaeology, and where these requirements are addressed in 
this report, are outlined in Table 1. 

Table 1.2: Secretary’s environmental assessment requirements  

Requirement  Where requirement addressed in this 
paper  

General standard SEARs  

2. For each key issue the Proponent must: 
(a) describe the biophysical and socio-economic environment, as far 
as it is relevant to that issue; 

Section 3.0 

(b) describe the legislative and policy context, as far as it is relevant 
to the issue; Section 4.0 

(c) identify, describe and quantify (if possible) the impacts associated 
with the issue, including the likelihood and consequence (including 
worst case scenario) of the impact (comprehensive risk assessment), 
and the cumulative impacts;   

Section 5.0 and 6.0  

(d) demonstrate how potential impacts have been avoided (through 
design, or construction or operation methodologies);   Section 2.3 

(e) detail how likely impacts that have not been avoided through 
design will be minimised, and the predicted effectiveness of these 
measures (against performance criteria where relevant); and 

Section 2.3 

(f) detail how any residual impacts will be managed or offset, and the 
approach and effectiveness of these measures.   Section 7.0 

3. Where multiple options to avoid or minimise impacts are available, 
they must be justified taking into account the public interest.   Section 2.3 

Key issue requirements  

10.1. The Proponent must identify and assess any direct and/or indirect impacts (including cumulative impacts) to 
the heritage significance of: 

(c) environmental heritage, as defined under the Heritage Act 1977; 
and Chapter 4.0 

(d) items listed on the National and World Heritage lists. Chapter 4.0 

10.2. Where impacts to State or locally significant heritage items are identified, the assessment must: 

(a) include a statement of heritage impact for all heritage and 
archaeological items (including significance assessment and any Chapter 5.0 
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Requirement  Where requirement addressed in this 
paper  

unlisted places to be affected that are assessed as having heritage 
value); 

(b) consider impacts to the item of significance caused by, but not 
limited to, vibration, demolition, archaeological disturbance, altered 
historical arrangements and access, visual amenity, landscape and 
vistas, curtilage, subsidence and architectural noise treatment (as 
relevant) 

Chapter 5.0 (archaeological disturbance 
only, the remainder is discussed in the Non-
Aboriginal Built Heritage technical paper) 

(c) outline measures to avoid and minimise those impacts in 
accordance with the current guidelines; and Chapter 7.0 

(d) provide a set of heritage conservation principles underpinning the 
works including an approach to material artefacts discovered during 
works, adaptive reuse and interpretation; 

Section 7.2 and 7.3 
 
Measures relating to adaptive reuse are 
discussed in the Non-Aboriginal Built 
Heritage technical paper 

(e) be undertaken by a suitably qualified heritage consultant(s) (note: 
where archaeological excavations are proposed the relevant 
consultant must meet the NSW Heritage Council’s Excavation 
Director criteria). 

Section 1.7 

1.6 Structure of this report 

The structure and content of this report is as follows: 

• Chapter 1 (this chapter) - Project background and description 

• Chapter 2 - A description of the methodology used for the assessment  

• Chapter 3 - An overview of the historical context of the study area 

• Chapter 4 - The heritage management framework including the legislative and policy 

context, and relevant criteria applicable to the project 

• Chapter 5 - An assessment of archaeological potential, significance, and potential 

impacts during the construction and operational phases of the project 

• Chapter 6 - An overview of the cumulative archaeological impacts of the project 

• Chapter 7 - Recommended measures to mitigate and manage archaeological impacts 

during the project 

• Chapter 8 - References of sources used in the preparation of this report. 

1.7  Authorship 

As required by the SEAR’s, this report has been prepared by suitably qualified heritage consultants 
(Table 1.3). Archaeological excavation is not proposed at this stage of the project. The nature of any 
archaeological investigation will be addressed in the Archaeological Research Design. As such, 
responses to the Excavation Director criteria as set by NSW Heritage Council have not been included 
in this Technical Paper.  

This document was prepared by Jenny Winnett (Senior Heritage Consultant), Erin Finnegan (Senior 
Heritage Consultant), and Jayden van Beek (Heritage Consultant). Management input and review 
was provided by Dr Sandra Wallace (Director).  
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Table 1.3: Authors of this report and relevant qualifications 

Authors Qualifications 

Sandra 
Wallace  

Director – Artefact Heritage 

Qualifications 

PhD (Archaeology) University of Sydney 

BA (Honours First Class - Prehistoric and Historical Archaeology) University of Sydney. 

Professional affiliations 

Australian Association of Consulting Archaeologists (AACAI): Full Member 

Australian Archaeological Association: Member 

Jenny Winnett 

Senior Heritage Consultant – Artefact Heritage 

Qualifications 

BA (Honours First Class - Prehistoric and Historical Archaeology) University of Sydney and 
University of Glasgow (2006) 

Professional affiliations 

Australasian Society for Historical Archaeology (ASHA): Member 

Australian Archaeological Association: Member 

Erin Finnegan 

Senior Heritage Consultant – Artefact Heritage 

Qualifications 

Master of Philosophy (MPhil) Archaeology  

Post Graduate Diploma, Museum and Heritage Studies 

Bachelor of Arts (BA) Cultural Anthropology 

Professional affiliations 

Australasian Society for Historical Archaeology (ASHA): Member 

Australian Association of Consulting Archaeologists (AACAI): Associate Member 

Australian Archaeological Association - Member 

Jayden van 
Beek 

Heritage Consultant – Artefact Heritage 

Qualifications 

Masters of Professional Archaeology, University of Western Australia (2015) 

BA (Archaeology and Classics) University of Western Australia (2013) 

1.8 Limitations and Constraints 

• This report provides an assessment of the potential non-Aboriginal archaeological 

resources of the project. A built heritage archaeological assessment has been prepared as 

a separate report 

• The archaeological values of the ‘Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape’ (also 

known as Robin Thomas Reserve) are assessed in this report, with the cultural values of 

the item being assessed separately in the built heritage impact assessment. This has 
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been divided to allow a detailed assessment of heritage values as they relate to either 

built heritage or archaeology 

• The heritage significance assessments presented in this report were informed by existing 

studies, including the Parramatta Historical Archaeological Landscape Management Study 

(PHALMS), State Heritage Inventory (SHI) and relevant Conservation Management Plans 

(CMPs). Additional archival research and review of previous investigation reports also 

informed the assessments 

• The location of structures illustrated on the 1792, 1796 and 1804 plans may be inaccurate 

due to early mapping techniques. Due to the difficulties mapping the Parramatta River, the 

early surveyors inaccurately located many of the buildings in the eastern end of the early 

Rose Hill township. The 1792 and 1796 plans are also likely to have been intended to be 

interpretive in nature rather than precise plans. These inaccuracies mean that the location 

of many of the late 18th and early 19th century buildings and structures is difficult to 

pinpoint with certainty.  
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2.0 ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Introduction 

The aim of this report is to identify areas of archaeological potential within the study area, and assess 
impacts to known or potentially significant archaeological remains which may result from the 
construction and operation of the project. Recommendations for the mitigation of impact to potential 
archaeological remains have been developed.  

The following sections outline the methodology used in the preparation of this archaeological 
assessment.  

2.2 Assessment approach 

The focus of this non-Aboriginal archaeological assessment is to identify key areas within the study 
area that are likely to contain significant historical archaeological resources that may be impacted by 
the project. The historical archaeological assessment presented below draws on the following 
sources: 

• Review of the Australian Heritage Database and State Heritage Inventory for known listed 

local, State, National and World heritage sites (refer to Chapter 4.3 below) 

• The history prepared for the project (Chapter 3.0 of this report) 

• A review of relevant historical archaeological background documentation such as Parramatta 

Historical Archaeological Landscape Management Study (PHALMS) 2001 

• Review of previous reports detailing previous archaeological assessment and/or investigation  

• An analysis of relevant historical maps and plans.  

The assessment focuses on the identification of key resources and locations in order to provide 
appropriate recommendations regarding mitigation and management of the potential archaeological 
resource.  

2.2.1 Study area 

The project study area would comprise a 12 kilometre alignment from Westmead to Carlingford and 
Camellia. The study area comprises both on-street and dedicated corridor works. Between Westmead 
and Camellia, the light rail would generally be located along existing streets. To the north of Camellia, 
the project would be located within the existing Carlingford Line rail corridor.  

The project on-corridor route has been divided into five precincts:   

• Westmead Precinct  

• Parramatta North Precinct  

• Parramatta CBD Precinct  

• Rosehill and Camellia Precinct  

• Carlingford Precinct 

The study area, for the purposes of this assessment, encompasses the light rail track alignment, 
proposed stops, bridges and areas required for utility adjustments and other off-corridor works. The 
alignment and precincts for the project are shown in Figure 1-1. 
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2.2.2 Historical Archaeological Management Units 

The study area has been divided into a number of project specific historical archaeological 
management units (HAMU’s) which incorporate both the on and off-corridor works. This approach is 
based on the framework developed by GML Heritage Consultants for the CBD and South East Light 
Rail Heritage Impact Assessment.1  

Project specific HAMU’s were developed based on land-use history, historic plans, pre-existing 
studies (such as the PHALMS) and previous archaeological investigations in the vicinity of the study 
area.  

Following identification of potential archaeological resources within each HAMU, a preliminary 
assessment of significance was produced. Based on this significance assessment, a number of 
archaeological management zones have been defined. These zones outline appropriate 
recommendations and mitigation of impacts.  

It should be noted that whilst Zone 1 mitigation is appropriate for archaeological remains of State 
significance, there is generally low potential for convict-era State significant archaeology throughout 
the PLR study area. These remains are not expected to be intact, and are typically associated with 
early agricultural development of the Rose Hill township. In this instance, where the potential for State 
significant remains is low, Zone 2 mitigation has typically been recommended. Where there is 
moderate or high potential for a State significant archaeological resource to be present, Zone 1 
mitigation measures are considered appropriate.  

2.2.3 Historical archaeological management zones2 

Three archaeological management zones were developed to provide management of the 
archaeological resource. These zones are based on the significance of the potential remains. These 
management zones are as follows: 

• Zone 1: State significant archaeological resources - known or potential 

• Zone 2: Locally significant archaeological resources, and low potential for state significant 

archaeological resources - known or potential 

• Zone 3: Nil-low archaeological potential 

2.2.4 Assumptions 

This assessment of non-Aboriginal archaeological impact is based on the following assumptions: 

• As the reference design has not been completed, this assessment has assumed a 1.5 metre 

excavation depth for the track alignment, kerb to kerb, inclusive of light rail stops and the 

stabling yard, based on the Pre-concept Design developed 24 March 2017 

• Where excavation is required within off-corridor areas - for example, utilities adjustments, kerb 

relocations, street widening and footpath works - excavation is typically assumed to be 

minimal and largely confined to utility adjustment, footpath works and road adjustments. It is 

assumed that any excavation would extend to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres 

                                                      
1 Godden Mackay Logan Heritage Consultants, November 2013, CBD and South East Light Rail Heritage Impact 
Assessment, report prepared for Parsons Brinckerhoff on behalf of Transport for NSW.  
2 Adapted from the framework developed by GML Heritage Consultants, November 2013, p.175. 
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• It is assumed that excavation for bridge piers within the Parramatta River would extend to an 

approximate depth of 10 metres 

• It is assumed that archaeological works required for the Parramatta North Urban 

Transformation (PNUT) program will occur before construction of PLR commences. As the 

extent of archaeological works for PNUT is not known at this stage, for the purposes of this 

Technical Paper it is assumed that archaeology within the Cumberland Hospital site will be 

intact, and therefore may be impacted by the PLR project. 

 



Parramatta Light Rail –Non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment 

  Page 21 
 

Table 2.1: Overview of historical archaeological management zones3 

 Zone 1 – State significant historical 
archaeology 

Zone 2 – Locally significant historical 
archaeology 

Zone 3 –Nil-low archaeological 
resource present 

Nature of the 
archaeological 
resource 

• An area with moderate to high potential to 
contain State significant archaeological 
remains 

• Likely to also contain locally significant 
archaeological resources.  

• An area with potential to contain locally 
significant archaeological remains 

• An area with low potential to contain State 
significant remains, or unexpected relics not 
identified by previous research 

• Research has found that either 
no known former substantial 
historical development was 
located within the area, or the 
area has been highly disturbed, 
resulting in removal of, or 
impact to, the archaeological 
resource. 

Management 
measures 

• Impact or removal is generally unacceptable 
for highly intact State significant archaeology 
identified. Any proposed removal of State 
significant archaeology would need to be 
appropriately justified.  

• In situ retention of archaeological remains 
may be required 

• Heritage induction for all contractors 
• An Excavation Director who meets the NSW 

Heritage Council requirements for directing 
State significant archaeological investigations 
must manage the works 

• An Archaeological Research Design (ARD) 
would be prepared by a qualified 
archaeologist in accordance with Heritage 
Council requirements, prior to the 
commencement of works. The ARD will 
outline a methodology for the investigation, 
salvage and/or conservation of archaeological 
resources 

• The NSW Heritage Division is to be notified 
should intact state significant relics be 
unexpectedly identified 

• Public engagement, such as media releases 
or heritage interpretation, may be appropriate  

• Impact or removal is likely to be considered 
acceptable if appropriate mitigation measures 
are followed 

• Heritage induction for all contractors 
• An ARD will be prepared by a qualified 

archaeologist in accordance with Heritage 
Division requirements, prior to the 
commencement of works. The ARD will outline 
a methodology for the investigation, monitoring 
and/or salvage of archaeological resources 

• An Excavation Director who meets the NSW 
Heritage Council requirements for directing 
locally significant archaeological investigations 
must manage the works 

• Post-excavation reporting, artefact analysis and 
relics conservation would be required if relics 
identified 

 

• Heritage induction for all 
contractors 

• Engagement of an 
archaeologist to be on call 
should any unexpected 
potential archaeological 
remains be encountered  

                                                      
3 Adapted from GML Heritage Consultants, November 2013, p.178-180.  
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 Zone 1 – State significant historical 
archaeology 

Zone 2 – Locally significant historical 
archaeology 

Zone 3 –Nil-low archaeological 
resource present 

• Post-excavation reporting, artefact analysis 
and relics conservation would be required if 
relics are identified 

Recommendations 
/risks/ 
implications 

• Redesign of elements of the alignment may 
be required, to avoid impact to significant 
relics or sites should they be encountered 

• Archaeological investigations may delay 
construction program  

• Archaeological investigations may delay 
construction program 

• Unexpected finds may delay construction 
program. 

• Works in zone 3 are unlikely to 
be delayed by archaeological 
constraints. With the exception 
of unexpected archaeological 
remains.    
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2.3 Assessment of archaeological potential 

2.3.1 Archaeological potential 

The assessment of historical archaeological potential is based on the identification of former land 
uses and evaluating whether subsequent actions (either natural or human) may have impacted on 
archaeological evidence for these former land uses.  

Knowledge of previous archaeological investigations, understanding of the types of archaeological 
remains likely to be associated with various land uses and phases of development, and the results of 
site inspection are also taken into consideration when evaluating the potential of an area to contain 
archaeological remains.  

The archaeological potential is presented in terms of the likelihood of the presence of archaeological 
remains considering the land use history and previous impacts at the site. This is presented using the 
following grades of archaeological potential: 

Table 2.2: Grades of archaeological potential 

Grading Justification 

Nil No evidence of historical development or use, or where previous impacts such as 
deep basement structures would have removed all archaeological potential 

Low 
Research indicates little or low intensity historical development, or where there 
have been substantial previous impacts, disturbance and truncation in locations 
where some archaeological remains such as deep subsurface features may 
survive 

Moderate 
Analysis demonstrates known historical development and some previous impacts, 
but it is likely that archaeological remains survive with some localised truncation 
and disturbance 

High 
Evidence of multiple phases of historical development and structures with minimal 
or localised 20th century development impacts, and it is likely the archaeological 
resource would be largely intact 

2.3.2 Resources consulted 

The archaeological assessment draws on the following: 

• Historic plans and drawings available from the Parramatta Council archives, Mitchell Library 

and State Library of NSW 

• Primary sources such as newspaper articles, historic photos through Trove and a range of 

secondary sources 

• Available geotechnical and ground condition documentation 

• The Parramatta Historical Archaeological Landscape Management Study 2001 

• Existing archaeological studies, investigation result reports and zoning plans in the vicinity of 

the alignment. 

Listed archaeological sites, and listed heritage items with an archaeological component, were 
identified through a search of the following relevant state and federal statutory heritage registers:  

• World Heritage List 
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• Commonwealth Heritage List 

• National Heritage List 

• State Heritage Register 

• Parramatta Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2011 

• Parramatta Development Control Plan (DCP) 2011 

• The Hills LEP 2012 

• Section 170 Heritage and Conservation Registers for Sydney Water, Roads and Maritime 

Services, RailCorp, Department of Health, Department of Primary Industries, Attorney 

General’s Department, Parramatta Park Trust, and University of Western Sydney 

• NSW State Heritage Inventory database. 

Non-statutory registers were not included in the search.  

Items listed on these registers have been previously assessed against the NSW Heritage 
Assessment criteria (Table 2.3). Assessments of heritage significance, based on the NSW Heritage 
Assessment guidelines, as they appear in relevant heritage inventory sheets and documents, are 
provided in this assessment. No additional assessment of significance has been undertaken for 
archaeological items that are currently listed. 

Where relevant, Conservation Management Plans (CMP) and other heritage management 
documents, guidelines and previous assessments have been used to provide additional information 
regarding heritage significance and management. 

2.4 Heritage significance assessment  

2.4.1 Heritage studies 

Several archaeological investigations have been undertaken within, or close to, the study area that 
provide evidence which assists in evaluating the significance of heritage items within the study area. 
These have been listed below: 

• Godden Mackay Logan, Parramatta Historical Archaeological Landscape Management Study. 

Prepared for the NSW Heritage Office, November 2000 

• Tanner Kibble Denton Architects October 2013. Cumberland Precinct, North Parramatta 

Government Lands. Built Heritage and European Archaeology Study. Prepared for 

UrbanGrowth NSW 

• Tanner Kibble Denton Architects May 2016. Parramatta North Historic Sites. Conservation 

Management Plan. Prepared for UrbanGrowth NSW.  

The SHR and SHI listings of the heritage items have been used to provide descriptions, heritage 
assessments, and statements of significance. 

2.4.2 NSW Heritage significance assessment guidelines 

The existing heritage significance assessments have referred to: 

• Heritage Office and Department of Urban Affairs and Planning 1996. NSW Heritage Manual 

• ICOMOS 2013. The Burra Charter 
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• NSW Heritage Office 2001. Assessing Heritage Significance. Update to the NSW Heritage 

Manual 

• UNESCO 2015. Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 

Convention. 

Determining the significance of heritage items or a potential archaeological resource is undertaken by 
utilising a system of assessment centred on the Burra Charter of Australia ICOMOS. The principles of 
the charter are relevant to the assessment, conservation and management of sites and relics. The 
assessment of heritage significance is outlined through legislation in the Heritage Act and 
implemented through the NSW Heritage Manual and the Archaeological Assessment Guidelines.4  

If an item meets one of the seven heritage criteria, and retains the integrity of its key attributes, it can 
be considered to have heritage significance. The significance of an item or potential archaeological 
site can then be assessed as being of local or state significance.  

‘State heritage significance’, in relation to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct, 
means significance to the State in relation to the historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, 
architectural, natural or aesthetic value of the item. 

‘Local heritage significance’, in relation to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct, 
means significance to an area in relation to the historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, 
architectural, natural or aesthetic value of the item.5 

The heritage significance assessment criteria are presented in Table 2-3. 

Table 2.3: NSW heritage assessment criteria 

Criteria Description 

A – Historical Significance An item is important in the course or pattern of the local area’s cultural or 
natural history. 

B – Associative Significance An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in the local area’s cultural or 
natural history. 

C – Aesthetic Significance An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a 
high degree of creative or technical achievement in the local area. 

D – Social Significance An item has strong or special association with a particular community or 
cultural group in the local area for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 

E – Research Potential An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of the local area’s cultural or natural history. 

F – Rarity An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the local 
area’s cultural or natural history.  

G - Representativeness 
An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a 
class of NSW’s cultural or natural places of cultural or natural 
environments (or the cultural or natural history of the local area). 

 

                                                      
4 NSW Heritage Office 1996; 25-27 
5 This section is an extract based on the Heritage Office Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites 
and Relics 2009:6. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#place
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#building
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#relic
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#precinct
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#item
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#place
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#building
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#relic
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#moveable_object
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#precinct
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#area
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#item
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2.5 Assessment of heritage impact 

2.5.1 Impact assessment guidelines 

This report has been prepared using the document Statement of Heritage Impact 2002, prepared by 
the NSW Heritage Office, contained within the NSW Heritage Manual, as a guideline.  

Justifications for heritage impacts including information on optioneering have been included where 
available in accordance with the Statement of Heritage Impact 2002 document. Additional information 
on options assessment and justification is available in the Environmental Impact Statement.  

As the reference design has not been completed, this assessment has assumed a 1.5 metre 
excavation depth for the track alignment, kerb to kerb, inclusive of light rail stops and the stabling 
yard, based on the Pre-concept Design developed 24 March 2017. Following the recommendations of 
this Technical Paper, an Archaeological Research Design will be produced. This document will 
manage detailed design impacts, including utilities relocation, specific excavation impacts in relation 
to station design and other excavation impacts not addressed in the pre-concept design.  

2.5.2 Types of impact 

Impacts on archaeological heritage are typically considered to be direct impacts, or impacts resulting 
in the removal or alteration of significant archaeological remains. It is also assumed that 
archaeological remains may be subject to indirect vibration impacts arising from the proposed works.  
Each type of impact is described in Table 2.4 below. 

Table 2.4: Terminology for heritage impact types 

Impact Definition 

Direct Impacts resulting from works located within the curtilage boundaries of the heritage item 

Potential 
indirect 

Impacts resulting from increased noise, vibrations and construction works located outside the 
curtilage boundaries of the heritage item 

2.5.3 Grading of impacts 

Specific terminology and definitions are used in this assessment to consistently identify the magnitude 
of the project’s impact on archaeological remains. Terminology and definitions are based on those 
contained in guidelines prepared by the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) 
and are shown in Table 2.5. 

Table 2.5: Terminology for assessing the magnitude of heritage impact 

Magnitude Definition 

Major  

Actions that would have a long-term and substantial impact on the significance of a heritage 
item. Actions that would remove key historic building elements, key historic landscape features, 
or significant archaeological materials, thereby resulting in a change of historic character, or 
altering of a historical resource.  
These actions cannot be fully mitigated.  
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Moderate  

This would include actions involving the modification of a heritage, including altering the setting 
of a heritage item or landscape, partially removing archaeological resources, or the alteration of 
significant elements of fabric from historic structures.  
The impacts arising from such actions may be able to be partially mitigated. 

Minor 
Actions that would results in the slight alteration of heritage buildings, archaeological resources, 
or the setting of an historical item.  
The impacts arising from such actions can usually be mitigated. 

Negligible Actions that would result in very minor changes to heritage items.  

Neutral Actions that would have no heritage impact.  

2.6 Mitigation and management measures 

Mitigation and management measures have been recommended in section 7.0 to manage the 
potential impacts to potential archaeological remains. General measures have been applied to all 
items, and detailed measures are provided for HAMU’s with specific requirements. For example, 
those HAMU’s with the potential to encounter human remains, be subject to vibration impacts or 
where in situ conservation of significant remains may be required. These recommendations utilise the 
following guidelines: 

• Heritage Office and Department of Urban Affairs and Planning 1996. NSW Heritage Manual 

• NSW Heritage Office 2005. Interpreting Heritage Places and Items: Guidelines 

• NSW Heritage Office 2005. Heritage Interpretation Policy. 
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3.0 HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

3.1 Introduction 

This section provides a general historical overview of the portions of Parramatta located within the 
study area. It provides a summary of the Aboriginal histories of the locality prior to the arrival of 
Europeans in 1788, followed by an outline of the historical development and land use of the areas 
since the founding of Parramatta. 

Background history of the development of Parramatta is provided in Chapter 3.2 and 3.3. The 
historical development of each precinct is provided in Chapters 3.4-3.9.  

3.2 Aboriginal Histories of the Locality 

The original inhabitants of Parramatta belonged to the Darug (Dharug, Daruk) language group. The 
clan that occupied the area was known as the Burramattagal (Figure 3-1). The Bidjigal occupied the 
areas to the north and west. The Burramattagal relied on the mixed food sources available from the 
river and the surrounding woods.6 In the fresh water they caught mullet, crayfish, shellfish and turtles 
and in the salt water eels, fish, shellfish and molluscs. Parramatta is named after the Aboriginal name 
of the area, meaning ‘the place where the eels lie down’ or ‘head of waters’. The Burramattagal also 
inhabited the Carlingford area.  

Before 1788 the area where the Parramatta and Duck Rivers meet (now covered by the suburbs of 
Rosehill and Camellia) was a significant meeting place for the Cadigal from the east and western 
Darug Aboriginal peoples, such as the Wategora, Barramattagal and Bidjigal.7  

While there seems to have been little conflict between the new settlers and the Aboriginal inhabitants 
at this time in the Parramatta area (unlike Sydney Cove) the Barrumattagal clan were devastated by 
introduced European diseases, including the 1789 smallpox epidemic. Aboriginal people were also 
displaced as a result of the number and extent of land grants to white settlers. By 1830 there were no 
known survivors of the Burramattagal clan.8  

3.3 First Settlement: 1788-1809 

After Sydney was colonised in 1788, Governor Phillip started exploration for arable farming land to 
the west of the coast. The Parramatta River was first explored in April 1788, and by November of that 
year a fortified camp or redoubt had been founded on the small hill that overlooks the river in the 
present-day Parramatta Park. Phillip named this site Rose Hill after the Secretary to the British 
Treasury9 and an experimental government farm was established on the riverbanks. It was hoped that 
the fertile soils at this location would produce a generous crop to sustain the colony, which was 
threatened by starvation. The effort required to make the ground suitable for cultivation, including the 
removal of trees, was substantial, especially considering the lack of animals and supplies to 
supplement convict labours. Tree stumps were burnt in places and the charcoal produced worked into 
the clayey topsoil by hand. By 1789, the government farm had provided viable yields of grain and was 
the first successful farm established in the colony.  

                                                      
6 Dictionary of Sydney 2008 Parramatta 
7 Dictionary of Sydney 2007 Rosehill 
8 Kass et al. 1996 4-6. 
9 Dictionary of Sydney 2008 Parramatta 
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Originally, convicts were sent to the settlement which was located at the Crescent, now Parramatta 
Park. The Government Farm included a house for Edward Dodd (Governor Phillip’s personal 
servant), with a barn and granaries. The convicts had huts with gardens in which they lived.10 

A government house was built near the farm. This prompted the development of the town of 
Parramatta, which was laid out in 1790. The town was planned along a long street now called George 
Street, linking Government House to the landing place, on land previously used for crops. George 
Street was lined with convict huts, a granary, stores and military barracks. The inhabitants were 
encouraged to cultivate the land on their allotments.  

 

Figure 3-1: Southwest view of Parramatta painted in 1811. Source: Historic Houses Trust of 
NSW 

The plan for the town of Rose Hill was the first effective town plan of the colony. In 1790, Watkin 
Trench described the progress of the town in his journal, including the construction of convict huts 
along High Street: 

It contains at present 32 houses completed, of 24 feet by 12 each, on a ground 
floor only, built of wattles plaistered [sic] with clay, and thatched. Each house is 
divided into two rooms, in one of which is a fire place and a brick chimney. These 
houses are designed for men only, and ten is the number of inhabitants allotted to 
each; but some of them now contain 12 or 14, for want of better accommodation. 
More are building; in a cross street stand nine houses for unmarried women; and 
exclusive of all these are several small huts where convict families of good 
character are allowed to reside…11 

A number of allotments also fronted South Street. Allotments that fronted High Street and South 
Street, before their intersection with Church Street, backed onto Back Lane. The boundaries of these 
allotments, as they lie within the modern street grid, are difficult to confirm due to irregularities in the 

                                                      
10 Casey & Lowe 2014 
11 Tench 16 Nov 1790, cited in Varman 1997:57 
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early mapping. These huts date to the earliest phase of convict hut building in 1790, and it is likely 
that, when first constructed, they were uniform in appearance. It is possible that more ad hoc 
construction occurred throughout the lifespan of the buildings, as they were made more suitable for 
habitation and additional spaces and structures added to the earlier buildings. Written records from 
the time suggest that the huts were used as reception centres for convicts, rather than permanent 
accommodation.12 It is therefore possible that modifications were required as the number of convicts 
passing through Parramatta increased into the early 1800s. 

Analysis of plans from this time is somewhat problematic, as many were drawn schematically, and 
therefore do not necessarily provide an accurate representation of the early settlement. Many of the 
early plans provide an overview of the settlement, or at least the idealised version of the settlement, 
at the time. The layout of settlements of this type was designed to create a landscape that 
communicated the concept of order, with a hierarchy of settlement centred on the military and 
government presence on higher ground, overlooking the huts on lower ground. This sense of military 
order was reinforced through repeated patterns of structures, and the strict organisation of living 
spaces.  

Historic illustrations indicate that huts were constructed of timber and were associated with generous 
allotments that appear to be cultivated. At this time the southern side of Macquarie Street had not yet 
been cleared or cultivated. As these huts were constructed during the early phase of occupation, they 
are likely to have been largely uniform in alignment, size and appearance.  

From 1790 leases were granted to emancipated convicts and free settlers to establish businesses. By 
1800, 19 of these leases had been granted, and a further 55 were granted between 1800 and 1809.13 
At this time it was reported that many of the huts had fallen down or were in a state of disrepair. It is 
unknown whether the convict huts within the study area were leased to free settlers.  

On 2 June 1791 Governor Philip renamed it Parramatta using the local name used by the 
Burramattagal.14 Initially the river was the main form of transport to and from Parramatta, but an 
overland track between Parramatta and Sydney was cleared through the bush between 1789 and 
1791. This track formed the basis for ‘the road to Parramatta’, which was laid out in 1797.  

Later, under administration by Governor Lachlan Macquarie (1809-1821), Parramatta’s town plan was 
revised. New streets were laid out, such as Macquarie Street, and older streets were renamed. 
Macquarie had a convict barracks built in Macquarie Street, and convicts were moved from town 
allotments into the barracks. 

3.4 Westmead Precinct (Hawksbury Road to Parramatta River) 

The Westmead Precinct extends north from where Hawkesbury Road crosses over the Main Western 
Line (immediately to the northwest of Westmead Railway Station) until it reaches Parramatta River 
where it is crossed by Bridge Road.  

3.4.1 Initial Settlement: 1788-1809 

The suburb now known as Westmead was initially cleared in 1791 and was originally part of 
Government Farm.15 By the end of 1791, approximately 134 acres had been cleared a short distance 
west of the Old Government House, as part of an extension Rose Hill Farm. A c.1796 map of the area 
(which the precinct passes through) shows that it was used for growing maize crops. The map also 

                                                      
12 Casey n.d.; 13 
13 Casey & Lowe October 2009, p.3 
14 Dictionary of Sydney 2008 Parramatta 
15 Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) State Heritage Inventory (SHI) 2001, ‘PAMU 2924’. 
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indicates that at least ten huts had been built south of Toongabbie River on the west side of the maize 
production area. These huts were likely used to house the convicts who worked on the land. The map 
however does not indicate any such structures within the precinct itself. 

The lands within Government Farm proved to be relatively fertile and agricultural pursuits were met 
with some success. As a result, small sections of the land were granted to settlers over the next two 
decades for the purpose of establishing small farms. 

 

Figure 3-2: Plan of the settlement of Parramatta made by Governor Hunter, 20th August, 1796 
showing land designated for cultivation, crop types and ten convict huts. Source: SLNSW  

3.4.2 Government Domain: 1810-1858 

In 1810, the small holdings which had previously been granted to settlers were resumed by Governor 
Macquarie, who renamed the area ‘Government Domain’. During this period the Domain was kept as 
open parkland and numerous shrubberies and hedges of orange trees and wattles were planted 
across the grounds.16 It is not known whether any substantial structures were built during this time. 
No buildings are present within the study area in Evans’ c.1813 ‘Plan of the Township of Parramatta’, 
and Brownrigg’s 1844 ‘Plan of the Town of Parramatta and the adjacent properties’ suggests that only 
half a dozen small buildings and some informal roads had been established over the next three 
                                                      
16 Kass et al 1999, p.92.  
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decades. None of these are within the study area, however it is unclear if the early maps accurately 
represent what was present within the precinct during this period, or if further details were omitted. 

3.4.3 Subdivision of Government Domain: 1859-1942 

In 1859, the Government Domain was subdivided into smaller allotments and sold off to various 
settlers. A plan of this portion of the Old Domain dated to 1860 indicates that by this time the 
alignment of the Great Western Railway had been established, as had the proposed location of the 
current bridge over the railway (Figure 3-3). By this time, roads through the precinct had been 
formalised, although the location of an older cart track continues to pass through present day 
Hawkesbury Road, before continuing north of present day Darcy Road. Land use within many of 
these allotments is unknown. However, the plan indicates that a large portion of the area east of 
Hawkesbury Road, between the railway line and the position of Darcy Road, had been set aside for 
the Agricultural Society. While land to the west of Hawkesbury Road, between Darcy Road and 
Hainsworth Street, was reserved for a cemetery. To the east of the original alignment of Hawkesbury 
Road, and north of Hainsworth Street, the majority of the land was reserved as farmland for the 
nearby Lunatic Asylum. 

 

Figure 3-3: Plan of portions near Parramatta, in the Parish of St. John being part of the Old 
Domain dated to 1860, showing 1859 subdivisions. Source: SLNSW   
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Another subdivision plan, possibly dating to 1883, although catalogued as being produced between 
1840 and 1859, provides further detail regarding various changes to the precinct over time (Figure 
3-4). It shows the present-day Queens Road had been established, and additional land granted to the 
Agricultural Society. This meant the Society owned all of the land between the railway line and Queen 
Street. The cemetery along the west side of Hawkesbury Road had also been formalised, with areas 
divided out based on religion. It is not clear how this land was utilised for these purposes, or if it was 
utilised at all. A portion of the land in the south-east section of the cemetery had also been set aside 
for the establishment of a church. In addition, the remaining allotments on either side of Hawkesbury 
Road (with the exception of one) had been purchased. It is still unclear what these properties were 
used for, but given the adjacent Agricultural Society and farmland for the Lunatic Asylum, it is likely 
that these other allotments were also used for farming. By this stage, the earlier cart track had been 
removed and a railway track from Westmead Station to Dural had been established in its place. The 
railway track started at Westmead Station and continued northwest through the Church and 
Cemetery. It is therefore likely that the newer railway track was established at a later date than the 
church and the cemetery was closed by this stage. 

 

Figure 3-4: Tracing showing subdivision of part of Parramatta Park, c.1883.   
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3.4.4 Residential subdivision: 1943-present 

The 20th century saw a great deal of residential development in Westmead, particularly towards the 
later parts of the century. A 1943 aerial photograph shows that the precinct had undergone further 
subdivision by this time, much of which focussed on allotments along the eastern side of Hawkesbury 
Road (Figure 3-5). The current road alignments had been established during this period, and 
numerous allotments had been occupied by smaller residential developments, though some open 
areas remained. The western side of Hawkesbury Road the land remained open at this time, and the 
Cemetery, Church and railway track had been replaced with large open paddocks, a homestead with 
numerous outbuildings, and a large racetrack. Although the former farmlands of the Lunatic Asylum 
were still present towards the north end of the precinct, some of the land was now occupied by a 
large complex of buildings. 

By the turn of the century, Westmead had developed into its present day state. The area to the west 
of Hawkesbury Road is now predominantly occupied by a series of hospital and healthcare facilities. 
The area to the east of Hawkesbury Road has further developed as residential, with many of the 
allotments occupied by larger apartment blocks. The former farmlands of the Lunatic Asylum have 
also become occupied by larger buildings associated with the Cumberland Hospital, though some 
open areas still remain. 

 

Figure 3-5: 1943 aerial photograph showing 20th century development around Westmead. 
Source: SixMaps  
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3.5 Parramatta North Precinct (Parramatta River to Victoria Road) 

The Parramatta North Precinct extends from the area where Bridge Road crosses the Parramatta 
River, continuing northeast to Church Street, the extending south towards Victoria Road. 

3.5.1 Cumberland Hospital 

3.5.1.1 Charles Smith’s farm 
The northernmost portion of this precinct was originally located on government land to the north of a 
30 acre grant made to pardoned convict Charles Smith in 1792, the earliest land grant in North 
Parramatta (Figure 3-7). Smith had previously worked as a gardener for Governor Phillip.  

Smith established a farm on his grant, described as being on the northern side of the Parramatta 
River. By 1801, Smith had planted his 30 acres with maize and had five pigs. The location of Smiths 
residence is unknown.  

The farm was sold to Reverend Samuel Marsden in 1803.17 It is possible that attendant problems 
associated with the location, construction and maintenance of the government mill race, associated 
with the government mill (discussed below), might have influenced Smith to sell his farm, although 
documentary evidence of this has not been found.18  

3.5.1.2 Early government use and mill races 
In 1800 Governor Hunter announced his intention to establish a water mill at Parramatta (following 
unsuccessful early attempts at mechanised flour milling in both Sydney and Parramatta). The site 
selected was on the eastern side of the Parramatta River, where the flat river stones formed a natural 
weir and causeway. Construction commenced in September 1800 by which time Governor Hunter 
had been succeeded by Governor King.  

Work digging the race and mill dam commenced immediately. The race extended from a dam on 
Darling Mills Creek, and passed south-east through Charles Smith’s farm to the water mill (Figure 
3-6). Rev. Marsden, the superintendent of public works at Parramatta at the time, supervised the 
construction of the mill until 1803 (the same year he purchased Smith’s farm immediately south of the 
mill race) when Governor King bought a convict millwright from Norfolk Island. The mill race can be 
seen on plans into the late 19th century and is labelled on Figure 3-9 as the ‘Old Mill Race’ and 
Figure 3-8 as ‘drain’. It was diverted in the 1820s to serve as a 'Moat or Wet Ditch' for the Female 
Factory.  

The best account of the early watermill comes from an account written by George Caley, a botanist 
who lived near the site from 1801 to 1806. Caley commented on the strange alignment of the mill race 
ditches, ‘as the Rev Mr Marsden had purchased a grant of land, which was not out of cultivation (and 
the only one which lay on this side of the river) it might be done to answer some purposed that would 
be seen hereafter.’19  

                                                      
17 Tanner Kibble Denton Architects North Government sites CMP, May 2016, 21. 
18 Tanner Kibble Denton Architects North Government sites CMP, May 2016, 22. 
19 Heritage Group Department of Public Works and Services, 2000; 50. 
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Figure 3-6: Portion of c.1803 survey attributed to Surveyor Grimes, which shows the 
Government water mill race with mill buildings to the south, along with a possible building and 
bridge on the southern boundary of Smith’s grant. Source: State Records20  

                                                      
20 State Records item SZ407; Tanner Kibble Denton Architects North Government sites CMP, May 2016, 22. 
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Figure 3-7: Portion of Evans’ 1804 Plan of the Township of Parramatta, erroneously dated 
1813.  It shows the extent of the mill race and its passage across part of Charles Smith’s 30 
acres.21 Source: SLNSW 

                                                      
21 SLNSW Z/M2 811.1301/1813/1; digital order no. a3995001; Tanner Kibble Denton Architects North 
Government sites CMP, May 2016, 22. 
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Figure 3-8: The western extension of Factory Street in 1895, with the surviving portions of the 
mill races labelled as ‘drain’ to the west of the garden. Note that the drain following the 
alignment of Factory Street is the ‘Grose Street Drain’. Source: SLNSW 

 

Figure 3-9: 1904 plan showing Old Mill Race and tramline, and the western extension of 
Factory Street. Source. Source: SLNSW    
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3.5.1.3 Marsden’s Mill Dam Farm: 1788-1843 
Rev. Marsden named Smith’s grant ‘Mill Dam Farm’ and established a vineyard and sandstone quarry 
on the banks of Darling Mills Creek. Marsden constructed a private watermill on the property between 
1810 and 1812, adjacent to the land he had acquired from Charles Smith, on Darling Mills Creek. He 
also constructed a cottage and workers housing near the mill (Figure 3-10).  

In 1830, Marsden built a house for his third daughter, Mary, and her husband, John Betts, which was 
located just north of the Female Factory (Figure 3-11). This house was subsequently known as Mrs 
Betts’ House. The house was subsequently owned by members of the Blaxland family who enlarged 
and improved the Betts' cottage. By 1866, when the Hospital acquired the property, it was a 
substantial two storey residence. It survived until after World War II however was demolished to make 
way for a new male sick infirmary ward (Ward 6). Ward 6 was rebuilt c.1947-50 (Building 68 - 
Gungarra) as a large H-shaped single storey brick building.  The orientation of the building reflects 
earlier structures, including the Betts’ House. It is surrounded by access roads on three sides, lawns, 
and informal car parking areas.  

Mary inherited the farm after her father’s death, and attempted to subdivide and sell part of the 
property in 1842 (Figure 3-13 – note that the government mill races and ‘old mill’ are still extant at this 
time). Few of the allotments sold, and another attempt was made the following year. The northern 
portion of the estate was subdivided in 1841. The land was transferred to John Blaxland in 1845 due 
to the financial hardship of Betts following the 1840s depression. Mrs Betts’ House was extended and 
modified during the family’s ownership, prior to the property’s acquisition in 1866. 

 

Figure 3-10: c.1820 watercolour by Joseph Lycett of Marsden’s mill, mill race, culvert and 
cottage. Source: SLNSW PXD41f1, digital order no. a1120001; Tanner Kibble Denton 
Architects North Government sites CMP, May 2016, 25 
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Figure 3-11: Portion of assistant surveyor John Galloway’s 1846 Plan of Part of North 
Parramatta. The approximate location of Marsden’s mill is arrowed. Source: State Records22  

 

Figure 3-12: Plan of the Town of Parramatta and the adjacent properties as surveyed by W. 
Meadows Brownrigg in 1844 showing the location of Mrs Betts’ house (circled). Note: Map not 
to scale. Source. SLNSW 

                                                      
22 State Records SR 4804, Tanner Kibble Denton Architects North Government sites CMP, May 2016. 
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Figure 3-13: Proposed subdivision plan of ‘the Vineyard or Old Mill Dam Farm,’ 1841 showing 
Marsden’s Mill (A) and associated cottages (B); a sandstone quarry (C) and Parramatta Gaol 
(D). Source: National Library of Australia23 

3.5.1.4 The Female Factory: 1818-1847 
Marsden’s land adjoined the Female Factory site to the south. The Female Factory was constructed 
between 1818 and 1821 towards the north end of the precinct, although no structures associated with 
this phase of use were within the study area.24 Situated on a four acre grant alongside the Parramatta 
River, the factory provided accommodation for the female convicts who were sent to the area. In 
1825, the site was extended with the construction of an additional sleeping ward and a separate yard 
for third-class convicts. It was further added to in 1838 with the construction of additional cells to the 
south.  

                                                      
23 National Library of Australia, nla.map-f159-e; nla.pic-vn3646826-v; Tanner Kibble Denton Architects North 
Government sites CMP, May 2016, p.28. 
24 OEH SHI, 2001. ‘PAMU 2860’ 
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Figure 3-14: 1823 plan of showing land within the Parramatta North Precinct including the 
Female Factory and Windsor Road. Source. SLNSW  

3.5.1.5 Parramatta Lunatic Asylum (1848-1878) 
The Female Factory closed in 1848 and was replaced by the Parramatta Lunatic Asylum in 1850. The 
asylum continued to use the former main dormitory building of the Female Factory as well as a three-
storey solitary cell block that had been constructed at some time in c.1839. An 1857 plan of the 
institution shows that various upgrades to asylum buildings and grounds had been proposed, 
including the construction of a wall to separate the former solitary cell block enclosure into two 
separate areas. This upgrade was completed by 1860, with a ‘female only’ block along the river side 
and a ‘male only’ block along the street side.  

The acquisition of Blaxland's Farm was formally proposed in 1863, at a time when the government 
was conducting an inquiry into the state of lunatic asylums. The property was acquired by the 
government in 1866, including Mary Betts’ earlier residence, which would become the Medical 
Superintendent’s home (Figure 3-15). Two purpose built structures were constructed on the land in 
the late-1860s to house male and female patients separately. These were named the ‘male 
weatherboard division’ and ‘female weatherboard units’. In 1869-70, a range of buildings, mainly 
weatherboard and consisting of large associated dormitories and day rooms, were erected there for 
the 'more quiet and harmless class of patients'.  
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The asylum buildings and grounds had begun to deteriorate by the 1870s and another phase of 
development ensued. This included the construction of a large two storey 'spinal' range which 
contained day rooms, dormitories, dining rooms and a cell block.  

As a result of the 1878 Lunacy Act, the Parramatta institution was renamed the Parramatta Hospital 
for the Insane. A new female weatherboard division was completed by 1881, but was not opened until 
1883 due to lack of funds. This division included a number of essential support buildings, including a 
laundry (to service 1,000 people), kitchen, scullery, bakehouse, clothing and provision stores, a 
mortuary and cottages for senior staff. 

 

Figure 3-15: 1895 plan of the Medical Superintendent’s home (formerly Mrs Betts’ House).  
Source: SLNSW 

3.5.2 Early Commercial Development: 1844-1903 

Towards the south end of the precinct, residential settlement continued to spread northwards from the 
Parramatta CBD, and by 1822 Church Street had extended as far as present day Harold Street. 
Buildings within the precinct were initially all located along the east side of Church Street, with at least 
eleven small buildings fronting the street (Figure 3-14). During the 1830s and early 1840s, new Town 
Sections for surveyed for the precinct and grants were offered. Due to the relatively few occupiers of 
Crown Land in this area, the allotments tended to be more regular compared to the inner parts of 
Parramatta.25  

By 1844, Church Street had reached Alfred Street and extended to Windsor Road. At this time, the 
allotments along Church Street had been subdivided and low density buildings were present on both 
sides of the road (Figure 3-16). A number of undeveloped lots however continued to occupy land 
between these buildings, particularly towards the north, along Windsor Road. A Roman Catholic 
Burial Ground was also present along the east side of Windsor Road by 1844, and a chapel 
associated with it was dedicated in the same year.26 Settlement around Factory Street through to the 
Parramatta River was much less developed at this stage. The 1844 map indicates that there were no 
recorded houses fronting Factory Street, and nearly all of the land had remained unsold (Figure 3-16). 
Closer towards the river, the only developments present at the time were the lands associated with 
the Female Factory and Marsden’s grant. The remainder of the land in the vicinity had yet to be 
occupied. 

The development of the precinct continued throughout the remainder of the 19th century. By 1895, 
settlement along Church Street had become dense, with reduced spacing between buildings (Figure 
3-14). By this stage, structures had begun to spread away from Church Street to a greater degree, 
                                                      
25 OEH SHI, 2001. ‘PAMU 3133’. 
26 OEH SHI, 2001. ‘PAMU 2902’.  
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though the highest concentration of developments continued to front the main road. It appears that a 
large portion of the buildings present at this stage had replaced the earlier ones, which had been 
demolished rather than renovated. The majority of structures present appear to have been 
freestanding, though there were also a number of duplexes present.27 The 1895 plans also provide 
more detail regarding structures associated with these residences, such as privies, wells, cisterns and 
sheds. Developments along Church Street would have been primarily residential in nature, however, 
by this time commercial development of Church Street had also begun and structures such as a post 
office, a bakery, multiple hotels and several other shops had been established. 

Further development along Factory Street had also been undertaken by the turn of the century. By 
this time, multiple structures were present along both sides of the road. However, buildings were not 
as heavily concentrated as they were along Church Street. The map indicates that a drain was 
located towards, and underneath, the western end of the road. The Female Factory also underwent 
significant change during this period, as did land around it (Figure 3-14). In 1875-6, some of the 
buildings were replaced with new ones, and in 1878, the site was renamed the ‘Parramatta Hospital 
for the Insane’.28 Over the next few decades the hospital underwent significant renovations and 
changes to ensure that it was self-sufficient and featured all the required facilities. One of the changes 
to the site was the demolition of the original Female Factory itself in 1883, with sandstone blocks 
being reused for the construction of a new ward in 1885. 

Most of the current road network within the Cumberland Hospital dates from the late 19th century, 
following the northern expansion of the site. Roadway layout included the broad sweeping curves of 
Greenup Drive, Eastern and Palm Circuits.29 

                                                      
27 OEH SHI, 2001. PAMU 3133’.  
28 OEH SHI, 2001. ‘PAMU 2860’. 
29 PMA et al., 2010: 391 



Parramatta Light Rail –Non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment 

  Page 45 
 

 

Figure 3-16: Plan of the Town of Parramatta and the adjacent properties as surveyed by W. 
Meadows Brownrigg in 1844 showing subdivisions and low density building. Source: SLNSW  
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Figure 3-17: 1895 plan of the Parramatta North Precinct showing residential and commercial 
buildings along Church Street and associated roads. Source: SLNSW  
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Figure 3-18: 1895 plan of the Parramatta North Precinct showing residential and commercial 
buildings along Church Street and associated roads. Source: SLNSW 
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Figure 3-19: 1895 plan of the Parramatta North Precinct showing residential and commercial 
buildings along Factory Street and associated roads. Source: SLNSW 

3.5.3 Modern Development: 1904-present 

Throughout the first half of the 20th century the precinct continued to expand and develop and a 
tramway had been established which travelled down Windsor Road and Church Street. An aerial 
photograph dated to 1943, indicates that by this time the tramway was no longer present (Figure 
3-20). By 1943, buildings lined nearly the entirety of Church Street and Factory Street within the 
precinct, with only a small number of small open allotments still being present. The Parramatta 
Hospital also continued to undergo changes during the first half of the twentieth century with the 
addition of more buildings. 

The second half of the century saw many of the previous buildings fronting Church Street and Factory 
Street demolished. They were subsequently replaced by commercial developments and numerous 
medium-high density residential units. During this period, Church Street was also widened to 
accommodate the increase in traffic volume. Areas resumed for the road widening were primarily 
along the western side of Church Street, between Market and Albert Streets, and the eastern side, 
between Albert and Fennell Streets. The Parramatta Hospital facilities continued to expand during 
period, with the exception of some structures such as the Medical Superintendents Office and 
weather shed, which were demolished. This made way for new infrastructure and car parks, although 
the majority of the hospital facilities were retained. The Parramatta Hospital was renamed the 
Parramatta Psychiatric Centre in 1962-3, and in 1982-3 it was renamed again to Cumberland 
Hospital.30  

                                                      
30 OEH SHI, 2001. ‘PAMU 2860’. 
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Figure 3-20: 1943 aerial photograph showing 20th century land development within the 
Parramatta North Precinct. Source: SixMaps   
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3.6 Parramatta CBD Precinct (Victoria Road to Purchase Street) 

The Parramatta CBD Precinct extends down Church Street from Victoria Street, and then continues 
along Macquarie and George Streets to Purchase Street. 

3.6.1 Initial Settlement: 1788-1811 

Following the success of farming at Rose Hill, Governor Phillip decided to expand the settlement. This 
led to the laying out of the town plan for what is now the Parramatta CBD by Phillip and Surveyor 
Augustus Alt in 1790. The new township occupied land previously used for cultivation, and was 
centred around two north-south orientated roads (Bridge and Church Streets) and two east-west 
originated roads (High and South Streets, now George and Macquarie Streets respectively), forming 
a grid pattern (Figure 3-21).  

On the allotments in the spaces between these streets, wattle and daub huts were built to house the 
convicts who were brought to the area. Early maps suggest that within the next two decades there 
were approximately 17 huts located along both sides of Church Street, as well as an additional one 
located along the east side of Macquarie. During this period settlement was mainly restricted to the 
south side of the river. However, the maps do indicate that a jail was built on the north side of the river 
near Church Street.  

3.6.2 The Soldiers District 

The Soldiers District was located at the east end of George Street, within present day Robin Thomas 
Reserve, the Harris Street road corridor and approximately within the area bounded by Macquarie, 
Harris and George Streets, and Argus Lane. In 1790, an allotment of land was granted by Phillip for 
the purposes of constructing a Barracks. By September of that year convicts were working a 
rudimentary brickworks for the new storehouse and barracks. The barracks were occupied by May 
1791.  

By 1817, due to the poor methods used to construct the barracks at the east of George Street, 
Macquarie identified that a new barracks would be needed. By 1820, a replacement barracks had 
been established on the site of the current Lancer Barracks, and by 1823, the original barracks 
appear to have been demolished as they are not present on a map dating to that year (Figure 3-22). 

In 1829, the land previously containing the Soldiers District was granted to Archdeacon Thomas 
Hobbes Scott. Scott does not appear to have ever occupied the land, preferring to occupy his house 
in Woolloomooloo. Scott was granted a house in Parramatta but its location is unknown.  

In October 1829, the land was leased to Mr Orr, the Parramatta postmaster, with the condition that he 
‘keep the fences and buildings in good repair’. In 1832 it was reported that the buildings on the land 
were uninhabitable, and could not be adequately maintained. Orr abandoned the land until it was 
offered for purchase in May of 1832. It is uncertain whether Orr occupied the land after purchase, as 
he held other land in Parramatta at the time. The Brownrigg plan of 1844 indicates that the property 
contained at least six structures, including a more substantial building on the corner of Harris and 
George Streets. The land remained in the ownership of the Orr family until 1851, when it was 
conveyed to John Purchase. The Purchase family held the land for many decades, and established a 
large nursery on the land. E.J. Knapp’s field book of 1854 indicates that a brick building with a rear 
timber extension oriented to Harris Street was located on the corner of George and Harris Streets at 
this time. A shop is listed as being located on the corner of George and Harris Streets from the mid-
1880s, with an adjacent dwelling at the corner of Purchase and George Street, known variously as 
‘Somerset Cottage’ and ‘Rubiana’.  
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Figure 3-21: Plan of the settlement of Parramatta made by Governor Hunter, 20th August, 1796 
showing the town plan within the Parramatta CBD Precinct.  Source: SLNSW 

3.6.3 The first and second Parramatta Gaols 

By 1796, Governor John Hunter was committed to building gaols in Sydney and Parramatta but the 
lack of masons and the need for urgent action necessitated construction of the first gaol in double log 
and thatch. He issued a 'General Order' which required every settler and householder to furnish and 
deliver 'ten logs weekly each'. Parramatta Gaol, 100ft long, was probably complete by May the 
following year. The gaol was destroyed by arsonists in 1799 (SHI Inventory Sheet, AMU 3110).  

Construction on the new Parramatta Gaol finally began in August 1802. The plan was a modest 
variant of an army barrack, with a central transverse corridor with wards to the left and right, 
constructed in ashlar stone. At some time during construction, King decided to add a 'linen and 
woollen manufactory' to the gaol. The layout of the complex consisted of two functionally separate 
precincts (gaol to the south and the factory to the north). The factory yard was the domain of female 
convicts. The factory continued to function until December 1807 when both factory and gaol were 
damaged by fire. In 1833, the gaol was described as in a 'falling state'. Rather than undertaking major 
work, the building was shored up until a new gaol could be built. In 1837, Governor Bourke decided 
that the land should be measured for a reserve for the townspeople.  

It was authorised as a 'village green' on 27 November 1837. The land was levelled and fenced but 
complaints were made in 1853 that this ground which was set aside as a promenade was being used 
as a rubbish dump. In September 1869, the land known for many years as the 'Gaol Green' was 
planted with trees by members of the Council. In 1874, the Council was gazetted as Trustees of the 
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reserve which became known as Alfred Square in the 1860s to commemorate the visit of Prince 
Alfred to the town 31 

3.6.4 Reorganisation and Expansion: 1810-1844 

In 1811, Macquarie regularised the streets and alignments of the settlement, renaming George Street 
in the process. By 1814, Macquarie had established several new streets, including O’Connell, 
Charles, Smith, Marsden and Elizabeth (now Harris) Streets, forming the main street grid of 
Parramatta as it appears today.  

Following Macquarie’s replacement in 1821 by Sir Thomas Brisbane, the Surveyor-General, John 
Oxley, was given the task of properly organising the settlement. During Macquarie’s time the majority 
of the grants in Parramatta were held by permissive occupancy alone, leading to a great deal of 
uncertainty amongst the occupants. In order to properly document the owners and occupiers of the 
land, Parramatta was comprehensively surveyed and mapped between 1822-3 (Figure 3-22). The 
map from this period indicates that by this time houses and other buildings had spread out further 
along Church, Macquarie and George Streets including a military hospital located on Macquarie 
Street near present day Barrack Lane. In addition, during the early 1820s a brick oviform drain was 
constructed through the settlement by convicts, which passed under Macquarie Street at its junction 
with Civic Place. 

The area continued to grow through to the middle of the nineteenth century, as evident on 
Brownrigg’s 1844 map (Figure 3-23). New buildings lined the streets, including a police office, church 
and school along Church Street, a chapel along Macquarie Street, the Albion Hotel on the west 
corner of George and Harris Streets and a more substantial building on the east side, and additional 
buildings along the north side of George Street opposite the former barracks. 

                                                      
31 SHI Inventory Sheet, AMU 3110 



Parramatta Light Rail –Non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment 

  Page 53 
 

 

Figure 3-22: 1823 map of Parramatta showing newly formalised streets and location of current 
Lancer Barracks. Source: Higginbotham, p. 71 
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Figure 3-23: Plan of the Town of Parramatta and the adjacent properties as surveyed by W. 
Meadows Brownrigg in 1844 showing extent of subdivisions and settlement during this period. 
Source: SLNSW 

3.6.5 Continued development: 1845-1904 

During the second half of the nineteenth century the Parramatta CBD Precinct continued to grow 
much as it had done during the previous phase. By 1895, many of the earlier buildings were still 
present, though in many cases they had been repurposed. An example of this is the former military 
hospital on Macquarie Street which had since become the ‘Government Benevolent Asylum for Old 
Men’. However, over time the CBD continued to build up and by the end of the century nearly all of 
the allotments along Church and Harris Streets had been bought and had buildings constructed on 
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them (Figure 3-24, Figure 3-25 and Figure 3-26). This included a number of banks and hotels, 
suggesting the CBD’s growing commercial importance. Further development had also occurred on 
either side of Macquarie Street; however, it was not as extensive as other areas within the precinct. 
Development along Macquarie Street was more spaced during this period, and there continued to be 
large open spaces between buildings. This pattern was more pronounced towards the east end of 
Macquarie Street within the precinct, while in comparison the density of development along the street 
closer towards Church Street was more typical of the remainder of the CBD.  

In 1881, a private tramway was constructed along George Street, connecting the George Street 
gatehouse at Parramatta Park to the Duck River. A plan dated to 1905, shows an additional tramway 
travelling down the length of Church Street. 

George Street through the east side of the precinct also saw significant changes in the late 19th 
century. On the south side of George Street, the allotments containing the former barracks were 
purchased by nurseryman Samuel Purchase in the 1870s. On these lands, Purchase established a 
nursery, which contained some 70,000 fruit trees, other trees and shrubs, roses and ferns. By 1895, 
the few remaining smaller buildings that had been present at the time of Purchase’s occupation had 
been demolished and replaced by a more sizeable complex of buildings and associated outbuildings 
(Figure 3-26). Following Purchase’s bankruptcy and death in 1902, the nursery was closed and sold. 
The 1895 Detail Series shows the shop on the corner of Harris and George Streets. A large north-
south oriented building appears to have been the Purchase residence and seven brick cottages with 
outbuildings to the rear are oriented to George Street in the east.  

In 1872, land on the north side of George Street (opposite the nursery and along the Parramatta 
River), was purchased by the Parramatta Gas Company, who established the Gas Works in 1873. In 
1890, the Australian Gas Light Company (AGLC) purchased the Parramatta Gas Company. An 1895 
plan shows the location of the former gasometer and associated structures (Figure 3-26). The plant 
closed at some time prior to the turn of the century.  
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Figure 3-24: 1895 plan of part of the Parramatta CBD showing residential and commercial 
buildings along Church Street and associated roads. Source: SLNSW  
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Figure 3-25: 1895 plan of part of the Parramatta CBD showing residential and commercial 
buildings along Macquarie Street and associated roads. Source: SLNSW 

 

Figure 3-26: 1895 plan of part of the Parramatta CBD showing residential and commercial 
buildings along George Street and associated roads near the site of the former barracks and 
later, Purchase’s Nursery. Source: SLNSW  
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3.6.6 Modern Development: 1905-present 

In 1912, the old Purchase estate was listed as containing a stone cottage, a weatherboard cottage, 
plant sheds and bush houses. The stone cottage was demolished in the 1930s. By 1951, the subject 
area had been redeveloped. The terrace row of cottages had been demolished and replaced by four 
free-standing houses. The rear of the large rectangular building at 137 George Street had been 
demolished, along with a number of the outbuildings.  

The first half of the twentieth century again saw the Parramatta CBD continue to build up from the 
previous phase. Church Street and the west side of Macquarie Street in particular had become 
densely occupied. By 1943, although many of the buildings from the previous phase were still 
present, most of the former outbuildings associated with these had been demolished while the main 
buildings themselves were expanded (Figure 3-27). Continuing the pattern from the previous phases 
however, development throughout the eastern half of the precinct was more mixed. Along some 
sections of the roads developments had increased, namely with additional rows of houses along the 
north side of Macquarie Street between Charles Street and Argyle Lane and along the south side of 
George Street to the east of Harris Street. However, there were a number of large open areas, 
including the former locations of the Asylum for Old Men and the AGLC works. In the case of the 
former location of the Asylum, and Prince Alfred Square at the northern end of the precinct, the open 
spaces then featured zigzagged shaped air raid trenches. 

During the second half of the twentieth century, the CBD developed into the modern commercial 
precinct that is seen today. Many of the earlier buildings had been either replaced by larger 
commercial premises, or had been upgraded for a more commercial use. This change also occurred 
in the eastern half of the precinct, though again to a lesser degree than the western half, with some 
open allotments still remaining.
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Figure 3-27: 1943 aerial photograph showing 20th century land development within the Parramatta CBD Precinct. Source: SixMaps 
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3.7 Rosehill and Camellia Precinct (Purchase Street to Durham Street, and 
Grand Avenue North to Victoria Road) 

East of the Tramway Avenue stop, the alignment would continue along Tramway Avenue, crossing 
over James Ruse Drive on a new bridge, to connect to Grand Avenue North and the existing 
Carlingford Line.  

At the point where the alignment would cross the existing Carlingford Lie (near the intersection with 
Grand Avenue North), the alignment would separate in tow – with the link to Carlingford to the north 
and the connection to the stabling and maintenance facility to the east. 

To the east, the light rail would travel along the former Sandown Line (a branch that connects to the 
Carlingford Line in the general vicinity of the current Camellia train station) before turning south to 
connect to the stabling and maintenance facility. The proposed stabling and maintenance facility. The 
proposed stabling and maintenance facility is located at 6 Grand Avenue, on the southern side of 
Grand Avenue and east of Colquhoun Street.  

3.7.1 Early years: 1788-1824 

Little information is known regarding the development of this precinct during the early years of 
Parramatta. The precinct was outside the boundaries of the new town and does not appear on Evans’ 
1813 map. 

In 1793, John Macarthur was granted 100 acres on the north side of Duck Creek to the south of the 
precinct. It was on this land that Macarthur established Elizabeth Farm. However, it was not long 
before Macarthur had expanded the farm by grant and purchase. By 1798, the farm was over 500 
acres in size and it grazed approximately 50 head of cattle, a dozen horses and 1000 sheep.32 A later 
map of Cumberland dating to c.1857 indicates that the majority of the eastern portion of the precinct 
was located within the northern portion of Macarthur’s land. However, there is no record of any 
substantial developments within the study area during this period. 

To the north of Parramatta River, in an area known as ‘The Ponds’, grants were provided to 
emancipists of the First Fleet who cultivated the land.33 The precinct was part of Phillip Schaeffer’s 
land grant on the western side of Vineyard Creek, which can be seen on an early sketch of 
Parramatta (Figure 3-28). There are no records to suggest any development took place within the 
precinct during this period. In 1818, the Female Orphan School was built close to the river to the west 
of the precinct. 

                                                      
32 OEH SHI, 2001. ‘PAMU 3035’. 
33 Kass, 1996, p.30.  
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Figure 3-28: Sketch map of Parramatta showing early land grants around the Parramatta CBD 
Precinct. Source: Kass, 1996, p.32  

3.7.2 Commissariat store and Benevolent Asylum: 1825-1882 

In c.1825, a large four storey commissariat store was built between modern day George Street and 
Noller Parade. By 1833, the commissariat was occupied by the military garrison and became known 
as the Lower Military Barracks.34 The barracks were also later used as an immigration depot and in 
1836 a masonry or brick wall was erected around it. Brownrigg’s 1844 map (Figure 3-29) illustrates 
the barracks and the wall, as well as identifying an additional small structure had been built at the 
western edge of the allotment. The map indicates that by this time the land on the south side of 
George Street had been subdivided, possibly as part of planned housing for workers at Byrne’s mill to 
the north, however no buildings had been erected. In 1862, the barracks were adapted for reuse as 
the Parramatta Benevolent Asylum for infirm and destitute men, and by 1870 it accommodated some 
250 men.35 In 1881, a tramway was built along George Street which connected the deep-water 
wharves to the east with the Parramatta CBD to the west. 

During this period, the precinct to the east of the asylum remained relatively undeveloped. The land 
remained part of Elizabeth Farm until the 1880s. Brownrigg’s 1844 map (Figure 3-29) indicates that 
the land around present day James Ruse Drive had been subdivided and a streetscape had been laid 
out, which roughly matches the existing streetscape. It is possible that these allotments were also part 
of the planned housing developments for staff at Byrne’s Mill. However, no houses appear to have 
been developed by this stage.  In 1852, the river flats between Clay Cliff Creek and Duck River were 

                                                      
34 Kass, 1996, p.30. 
35 Varman, 1996, p.14. 
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leased to Silas Schaeffer, who had been one of Macarthur’s gardeners.36 On these lands Schaeffer 
established the plant nursery Camellia Grove, after which the present area is named. 

North of the river also saw very little development during this period. Brownrigg’s 1844 map (Figure 
3-29) indicates that at the time the land to the west of Vineyard Creek was all part of the Orphan 
School Grant. There is no indication of any developments occurring within the precinct during this 
phase.  

 

Figure 3-29: Plan of the Town of Parramatta and the adjacent properties as surveyed by W. 
Meadows Brownrigg in 1844 showing extent of barracks and wall. Note: this plan is inaccurate 
due to early surveying techniques. Source: SLNSW 

 

                                                      
36 OEH SHI, 2001. ‘PAMU 3006’. 
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Figure 3-30: Plan of the Town of Parramatta and the adjacent properties as surveyed by W. 
Meadows Brownrigg in 1844 showing extent of subdivisions and settlement during this period. 
Source: SLNSW 

3.7.3 Elizabeth Farm subdivision and development: 1883-1937 

In 1883 and again in 1886, Elizabeth Farm was subdivided and sold off. A sales plan of the 1883 
subdivision indicates that by this time the land between the asylum and Alfred Street was occupied by 
gardens and Purchase Street had been laid out (Figure 3-31). A map dated to 1895 (Figure 3-32) and 
another dated to 1904, confirms that the land on the north side of George Street was all part of the 
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asylum, with two additional buildings having been constructed near the junction of George and Alfred 
Streets. The asylum was demolished in 1937. 

East of the asylum, it was hoped that the subdivision and selling of the Elizabeth Farm allotments 
would allow for greater residential development in the area. The allotments offered were relatively 
large for their time, generally measuring approximately 66 feet wide.37 However, the planned 
residential development did not prove to be economically viable. Maps dated to 1895 indicate that 
only two houses were located along the south side of George Street between Purchase and Alfred 
Streets (Figure 3-32), and by 1928 it is reported that there were still relatively few houses within the 
area.38 The majority of these houses would have been located closer towards the western portion of 
the precinct. With residential development of the eastern portion of the precinct proving to be 
unviable, the majority of the land grants were purchased by industrial companies such as the 
Australian Kerosene Oil and Mining Company in 1886, Wunderlich Tile Works in 1915 and the 
Australian Branch of the Goodyear Tyre and Rubber Company in 1926.39 Industrial yards and 
warehouses were developed on these properties during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries as shown in Figure 3-33. In 1885, the railway line was extended to Camellia Station, and by 
c.1896 the rail bridge over the Parramatta River had been built and the line was extended north to 
Carlingford.40 Between 1883-4, ferry operator Charles Jeanneret constructed a private tramway which 
connected the new wharf near Ducks River to the Parramatta township. The route of the tramline 
survives as Grand Avenue.  

North of the river, the school became a branch of the Parramatta Lunatic Asylum in 1887. Following 
this, new buildings were constructed on the land to provide the necessary services. 

 

Figure 3-31: 1883 Elizabeth Farm subdivision plans showing tramline, George Street and 
gardens. Source: SLNSW   

                                                      
37 OEH SHI, 2001. ‘PAMU 2978’. 
38 OEH SHI, 2001. ‘PAMU 2978’. 
39 OEH SHI, 2001. ‘PAMU 2864’. 
40 OEH SHI, 2001. ‘PAMU 2909’. 
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Figure 3-32: 1895 plan of part of the Rosehill and Camellia Precinct showing residential and 
commercial buildings along George Street and location of the asylum. Source: SLNSW 

 

Figure 3-33: 1895 sales plan for Elisabeth Farm showing formalised roads and commercial 
businesses. Source: SLNSW   
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3.7.4 Modern development (1938-present) 

Following WWII, the precinct continued to undergo residential and industrial development. Following 
the pattern from the previous phase, residential development was mainly only present to the west of 
Arthur Street. In 1943, most of the former buildings of the asylum were no longer present and the 
number of houses along the south side of George Street and north side of Tramway Avenue was 
relatively low (Figure 3-34). These areas have since been built up and now feature low-medium 
density houses and apartments along the street fronts. 

East of Arthur Street, land use continued to be industrial. Numerous additional warehouses and yards 
have since been constructed, and in the later portion of the twentieth century James Ruse Drive was 
upgraded to its present state. 

North of the river, the lunatic asylum did not undergo a great deal of alteration. In 1994, the site 
became part of the University of Western Sydney, with additional buildings being constructed on 
property following this.
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Figure 3-34: 1943 aerial photograph showing development around the Rosehill and Camellia Precinct in the 20th century. Source: SixMaps  
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3.8 Carlingford Precinct (Victoria Road to Boundary Road) 

The alignment along the existing Carlingford Line would travel north along the existing heavy rail 
corridor between Camellia and Carlingford. 

3.8.1 Initial Settlement: 1788-1860 

Settlement in the Carlingford Precinct (also referred to as Ponds Creek) began in 1792 when fourteen 
First Fleet emancipists were settled north of the Parramatta River. With the settlers’ hard work, aided 
by favourable soil, they were quickly able to establish successful farms, including the above 
mentioned Schaeffer (refer to sections 3.7.1 and 3.7.2) who owned approximately 195 acres between 
the river and Kissing Point Road. By 1796, most of the remaining land along Ponds Creek (to the east 
of the study area) was granted in 30-acre lots to convicts who had been conditionally pardoned.41 To 
facilitate travel to the Parramatta Store (where they collected their weekly rations), the early settlers 
marked out a track near the northern boundary of Schaeffer’s land. This road, which led to Kissing 
Point (Ryde), was surveyed in 1806 and subsequently named Kissing Point Road. This track later 
became part of Victoria Road in the 1870s. 

Throughout the late 18th century and first half of the 19th century, these land grants changed 
ownership a number of times. Examples include: Schaeffer’s Farm, The Vineyard (which was 
purchased by the Catholic Church and Hannibal Hawkins Macarthur), and the Adderton Estate north 
of Kissing Point Road, which incorporated at least two of the early land grants. Despite the changing 
ownership, land use throughout this period remained agricultural in nature. Adderton Estate was 
typical of the agricultural nature of the region, and is said to have been surrounded by fruit orchards 
that had spread south from Carlingford.42 During this period there was little in the way of substantial 
developments within the region, and there is little to no evidence of any buildings within the precinct 
as shown in Figure 3-35. 

                                                      
41 Kass, 1996, p.33.  
42 OEH SHI, 2015. ‘Redstone’. 
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Figure 3-35: Plan of the Town of Parramatta and the adjacent properties as surveyed by W. 
Meadows Brownrigg in 1844 showing extent of settlement in the Carlingford Precinct during 
this period. Source: SLNSW 

3.8.2 Subdivision and Continued Agriculture: 1861-1944 

With the growth of the County of Cumberland during the 1860s and 1870s there was a demand for 
suitable arable land around Parramatta. This, coupled with land becoming less suited for large scale 
grain and stock farms, encouraged farm owners in the area to subdivide their land. Despite this 
change though, the agricultural nature of the area continued and the majority of the subdivided 
allotments became market gardens or orchard lots.43 

One of the farmers who subdivided their lands in 1886 was orchardist Thomas O’Neill, who 
advertised the subdivision of ‘Rydalmere’. It is from this that the present day suburb takes its name. 
Three years later, Rydalmere was incorporated into the new municipality of Dundas. By 1891 

                                                      
43 OEH SHI, 2001. ‘PAMU 3003’. 
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however, the population of Rydalmere and the adjoining district of Ermington was sufficient enough 
that they instead decided to separate from Dundas to form their own council.44  

The growth of the area was also aided by the further establishment of roads and means of 
transportation (Figure 3-36). In 1887, the Government established Victoria Road, which incorporated 
the earlier track used by the first settlers. A map of Dundas dating to c.1885-1890 illustrates the 
additional roads that had been established through the region by the end of the nineteenth century, 
however, it provides little information on what structures had been established by that stage. 
Following the extension of the railway line to Camellia Station in 1885, Simpson’s Railway Act was 
passed in 1893 which authorised the extension of a private railway to Carlingford, Castle Hill and 
Dural. By 1896, the line featured stations at Victoria Road (renamed Rydalmere in 1901), Kissing 
Point Road (renamed Dundas in 1901) and Pennant Hills Road (renamed Carlingford in 1901).45 After 
financial difficulties the line was purchased by the government. The railway line provided better 
transport options for farmers producing fruit in the area. To facilitate this the Carlingford Produce 
Store and stock markets were established at Carlingford Station after the government purchased the 
line which was then expanded after the Carlingford Producers Cooperative Company moved to the 
site in 1927.46  

Despite the greater access to the area and the increase in residential development seen around the 
Parramatta township to the south and west during the first half of the twentieth century, most of 
Rydalmere through to Carlingford remained primarily rural in nature until after WWII. By the twentieth 
century orchards had started to give way to smaller poultry farms, market gardens and plant 
nurseries. Although there were attempts to begin planning the urbanisation of suburbs such as 
Rydalmere in the 1920s, such as John Bridge Ltd who laid out 2400 allotments across Rydalmere 
and Ermington, the economic depression of the 1930s soon put a halt to these plans.47 The semi-rural 
nature of the precinct during the first half of the twentieth century is highlighted by aerial photographs 
dated to 1943 (Figure 3-37). The photos indicate that while there were numerous houses present 
adjacent to the precinct by that stage, they were typically low density houses spread along the route 
with multiple associated farm buildings and open paddocks. 

3.8.3 Modern development: 1945-present 

Following WWII, the state planners of NSW identified Parramatta, including the areas around 
Rydalmere and Carlingford, as potential growth centres. As a result, during the second half of the 
twentieth century the areas adjacent to the precinct underwent significant residential development. 
The swift development was aided by the state Housing Commission, who purchased large sections of 
land on which to build.48 Today, the majority of the allotments adjacent are occupied by low-medium 
density houses and apartments. The rail corridor itself has changed little since it was established at 
the end of the nineteenth century. 

                                                      
44 Kass, 1996, p.230. 
45 Kass, 1996, p.242. 
46 OEH SHI, 2013. ‘Carlingford Produce Store’. 
47 Dictionary of Sydney, 2008. Rydalmere. 
48 Dictionary of Sydney, 2008. Rydalmere. 
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Figure 3-36: Undated map showing roads and early land grants within the Carlingford Precinct.  
Source: Kass pg. 243  
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Figure 3-37: 1943 aerial photograph showing development around the Rosehill and Camellia 
Precinct in the 20th century. Source: SixMaps 
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4.0 HERITAGE MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 

4.1 Heritage legislation 

There are several items of legislation that are potentially relevant to the current study. A summary of 
these Acts and the potential legislative implications for the proposed development follow.  

4.1.1 The World Heritage Convention 

The Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and National Heritage (the World 
Heritage Convention) was adopted by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) on 16 November 1972, and came into force on 17 
December 1975. The World Heritage Convention aims to promote international cooperation to protect 
heritage that is of such outstanding universal value that its conservation is important for current and 
future generations. It sets out the criteria that a site must meet to be inscribed on the World Heritage 
List (WHL) and the role of State Parties in the protection and preservation of world and their own 
national heritage. 

The concept of a buffer zone was first included in the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation 
of the Wold Heritage Convention in 1977 and recognises the value of the environment that surrounds 
a site. The buffer zone acts as an additional layer of protection for World Heritage sites. It is a space 
that is itself not of outstanding universal value, but that influences the value of a World Heritage site.  

4.1.1.1 World Heritage List 

The World Heritage List contains sites that have been listed by UNESCO as being of special cultural 
or physical significance.  

4.1.2 Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999 

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) provides a 
legislative framework for the protection and management of matters of national environmental 
significance; that is, flora, fauna, ecological communities and heritage places of national and 
international importance. Heritage items are protected through their inscription on the World Heritage 
List, Commonwealth Heritage List or the National Heritage List. 

The EPBC Act stipulates that a person who has proposed an action that will, or is likely to, have a 
significant impact on a World, National or Commonwealth Heritage site must refer the action to the 
Minister for the Environment (hereafter Minister). The Minister will then determine if the action 
requires approval under the EPBC Act. If approval is required, an environmental assessment would 
need to be prepared. The Minister would approve or decline the action based on this assessment. 

A significant impact is defined as ‘an impact which is important, notable, or of consequence, having 
regard to its context or intensity.’ The significance of the action is based on the sensitivity, value and 
quality of the environment that is to be impacted, and the duration, magnitude and geographic extent 
of the impact. If the action is to be undertaken in accordance with an accredited management plan, 
approval is not needed and the matter not need be referred to the Minister.  

4.1.2.1 Commonwealth Heritage List 

The Commonwealth Heritage List has been established to list heritage places that are either entirely 
within a Commonwealth area, or outside the Australian jurisdiction and owned or leased by the 
Commonwealth or a Commonwealth authority. The Commonwealth Heritage List includes natural, 
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Indigenous and historic heritage places which the Minister for the Environment is satisfied have one 
or more Commonwealth Heritage values.  

4.1.2.2 National Heritage List 

The National Heritage List has been established to list places of outstanding heritage significance to 
Australia. It includes natural, historic and Indigenous places that are of outstanding national heritage 
value to the Australian nation.  

4.1.3 New South Wales Heritage Act 1977 

The NSW Heritage Act 1977 (the Act) is the primary item of State legislation affording protection to 
items of environmental heritage (natural and cultural) in NSW. The Act is designed to protect both 
listed heritage items, such as standing structures, and potential archaeological remains or relics. 
Under the Heritage Act, ‘items of environmental heritage’ include places, buildings, works, relics, 
moveable objects and precincts identified as significant based on historical, scientific, cultural, social, 
archaeological, architectural, natural or aesthetic values. State significant items are listed on the NSW 
State Heritage Register (SHR) and are given automatic protection under the Heritage Act against any 
activities that may damage or affect its heritage significance. 

4.1.3.1 Archaeological relics 

Part 6 Division 9 of the Heritage Act protects archaeological 'relics' from being exposed, moved, 
damaged or destroyed. This protection extends to situations where a person has reasonable cause to 
suspect that archaeological remains may be affected by the disturbance or excavation of the land. It 
applies to all land in NSW that is not included in the SHR. Section 4(1) of the Heritage Act (as 
amended 2009) defines ‘relic’ as follows: 

‘relic means any deposit, artefact, object or material evidence that: 

(a) relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, not being Aboriginal 
settlement, and 

(b) is of State or local heritage significance.’ 

Sections 139-145 of the Heritage Act prevent the excavation or disturbance of land known or likely to 
contain relics, unless in accordance with an excavation permit. Excavation permits are issued under 
Section 140 of the Heritage Act, or Section 60 for sites listed on the SHR. Excavation Permit 
Applications must be supported by an Archaeological Research Design. Section 146 of the Act 
requires that any discovery or location of a ‘relic’ is reported to the Heritage Council. 

If the proposed works are minor and would have minimal impact on the heritage significance of the 
place or site, they may be granted an exception or exemption under Section 139 (4) of the Heritage 
Act.  

Section 146 of the Act requires any person who is aware or believes that they have discovered or 
located a relic must notify the Heritage Council of NSW providing details of the location and other 
information required.  

As the project is being assessed as Critical State Significant Infrastructure under Part 5.1 of the 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act, approvals under the Heritage Act are not required to 
impact relics. Notification of unexpected relics would still be required.  
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Works 

The Heritage Act identifies ‘works’ as being in a separate category to archaeological ‘relics.’ ‘Works’ 
refer to past evidence of infrastructure. ‘Works’ may be buried, and therefore archaeological in nature, 
however, exposure of a ‘work’ does not trigger reporting obligations under the Act. ‘Works’ have the 
potential to provide information that contributes to our knowledge of past practises. 

4.1.3.2 State Heritage Register 

The SHR was established under Section 22 of the Heritage Act and is a list of places and objects of 
particular importance to the people of NSW, including archaeological sites.  The SHR is administered 
by the NSW Heritage Division of the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) and includes a 
diverse range of over 1500 items, in both private and public ownership. To be listed, an item must be 
deemed to be of heritage significance for the whole of NSW.  

4.1.3.3 Section 170 Registers 

Under the Heritage Act all government agencies are required to identify, conserve and manage 
heritage items in their ownership or control. Section 170 requires all government agencies to maintain 
a Heritage and Conservation Register that lists all heritage assets and an assessment of the 
significance of each asset. They must also ensure that all items inscribed on its list are maintained 
with due diligence in accordance with State Owned Heritage Management Principles approved by the 
Government on advice of the NSW Heritage Council. These principles serve to protect and conserve 
the heritage significance of items and are based on NSW heritage legislation and guidelines.  

4.1.4 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) establishes the framework for 
cultural heritage values to be formally assessed in the land use planning and development consent 
process. The EP&A Act requires that environmental impacts are considered prior to land development; 
this includes impacts on cultural heritage items and places as well as archaeological sites and 
deposits. The project is subject to assessment under Part 5.1 of the EP&A Act.  

Section 115ZF of the EP&A Act provides that Part 3 of the EP&A Act (such as LEPs) do not apply to 
or in respect of State Significant Infrastructure. Notwithstanding local planning instruments (such as 
Local Environmental Plans [LEPs] and Development Control Plans [DCPs]) have been considered in 
the assessment as discussed below. 

Parramatta LEP 2011 and The Hills LEP 2012 

The study area falls within the boundaries of the City of Parramatta LGA and The Hills Shire LGA.  

Clause 5.10 outlines the provisions which apply to heritage conservation and requirements in relation 
to development applications affecting a heritage item or within a conservation area.  

The aim of the LEP in relation to heritage is to conserve the heritage significance of heritage items 
and heritage conservation areas, including associated fabric, settings, views and archaeological sites. 
The LEP lists identified items of heritage significance in Schedule 5.  
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4.2 Parramatta Historical Archaeological Landscape Management Study 
2001 

In 2001 Godden Mackey Logan prepared the Parramatta Historical Archaeological Landscape 
Management Study (PHALMS). PHALMS replaced the Archaeological Zoning Plan for Parramatta. 
Although not statutory, the PHALMS has been adopted by Parramatta City Council and the NSW 
Heritage Division for the management of Parramatta’s archaeological resources.  

The PHALMS divides Parramatta into Archaeological Management Units (AMUs) based on their 
historical context and level of disturbance. A number of AMUs are located within the study area 
Relevant AMUs have been incorporated into the Historical Archaeological Management Units 
included in Section 6.0. 

4.3 Register search results 

As outlined in Section 4.1 above, statutory registers provide legal protection for heritage items. A 
search of all relevant registers was undertaken on 16 December 2016 of archaeological items located 
within the study area. The results of the search are displayed below in Table 4.1. 

Table 4.1: Listed archaeological sites within and adjacent to the study area 

Item Name Address Lot No. Item/Listing Number 

Cumberland District Hospital Group (includes 
the indicative curtilage of the nominated 
National Heritage Listed Parramatta Female 
Factory) 

5 Fleet Street 
Parramatta 

Lots 1 and 3, DP 
808447 

SHR 00820, NSW 
Department of Health s170 
Heritage and Conservation 
Register (various items - 
see Appendix A), LEP 
I00820 

Heritage brick drain 

1A, 1C and 5A 
Fleet Street, 1 
Fennell Street and 
73A O’Connell 
Street, North 
Parramatta 

Lots 1 and 2, DP 
862127; Lot 3, 
DP 808447; Lot 
2, DP 734689; 
Lot 102, DP 
1056802 

LEP I360 

St Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cemetery 
Pennant Hills Road 
and 502 Church 
Street, Parramatta 

Lot 1, DP 
1111985 

SHR 1880 
LEP I388 

Royal Oak Hotel and stables (and potential 
archaeological site) 

387 Church Street, 
Parramatta Lot 1, DP 85794 LEP I691 

Alfred Square (and potential archaeological 
site) 

353D Church 
Street, Parramatta 

Lot 1, DP 
724837 

LEP I686 
Note: This item has also 
been recommended for 
inclusion on the SHR.  

Convict drain 

1, 1A and 3 Barrack 
Lane, 174 Church 
Street, 71, 83, 85 
and 126–130 
George Street, 72, 
74, 119 and 119A 
Macquarie Street, 

Lots 101 and 
102, DP 
1110883; Lots 
10 and 12, DP 
856102; Lot 1, 
DP 791300; Lot 
100, DP 607789, 

LEP I647 
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Item Name Address Lot No. Item/Listing Number 

72B, 72C, 76 and 
80A Phillip Street 
and 18 and 25 
Smith Street, 
Parramatta 

SP 19718, SP 
74416; Lot 12, 
DP 1095329; Lot 
3, DP 218510; 
Lot H, DP 
405846; Lot 1, 
DP 628809; Lot 
1, DP 626765; 
Lot 2, DP 
877035; Lot 1, 
Section 26, DP 
758829, SP 
75329; Lot 226, 
DP 1103494; Lot 
1, DP 1098507; 
Lot 2, DP 
607011 

Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial 
Landscape 

143A George 
Street, Parramatta 

Lots 7048 and 
7049, DP 93899 

SHR 1863, NSW 
Department of Primary 
Industries s170 Heritage 
and Conservation Register, 
LEP A2 

Queens Wharf Reserve stone wall and 
potential archaeological site 

Queens Wharf 
Reserve, George 
Street 

Lot 1 DP 
126881, Lot 1 
DP 128847, Lot 
A DP 444716, 
Lot 60 DP 
939368, Lot A 
DP 959111 

LEP I489 

Tram alignment Grand Avenue, 
Rosehill 

Multiple lots – 
see listing 

Parramatta LEP 2011 item 
I6 

Grave of Eliner Magee and Child 1 Grand Avenue, 
Rosehill 

Lot 102 DP 
1146308, Lot 1, 
DP 226202 

Parramatta LEP 2011 item 
I3 

Dundas Railway Station group Station Street, 
Dundas - 

SHR 1133, 
RailCorp s170 
Heritage and 
Conservation 
Register, Parramatta LEP 
2011 item I01133 

Carlingford Stock Feeds 1 Thallon Street, 
Carlingford 

Lot 1, DP 
1147407, and 
Lot 2, DP 
503904 

RailCorp s170 
Heritage and 
Conservation 
Register, The Hills LEP 
2012 item I46 
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Figure 4-1: Overview of listed heritage items from Westmead to Parramatta  
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Figure 4-2: Overview of listed heritage items within the Parramatta North precinct.   
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Figure 4-3: Overview of listed heritage items in CBD Precinct 
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Figure 4-4: Overview of listed heritage items in Rosehill Precinct 
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Figure 4-5: Overview of listed heritage items in Carlingford Precinct 
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5.0 ASSESSMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL AND 
IMPACTS 

5.1 Introduction 

This section assesses the key areas of known and/or potentially significant historical archaeological 
resources within the study area which may be impacted with the construction and/or operation of the 
project. The following HAMU tables outline recommended management for the potential 
archaeological resource.  

5.1.1 Westmead Precinct  

The project would commence at a terminus stop in Westmead located at the intersection of 
Hawkesbury Road and Railway Parade. The alignment would travel along Hawkesbury Road and 
Hainsworth Street (including two stops located at Westmead Hospital and the Children’s Hospital at 
Westmead respectively) before turning east along Bridge Road into the Parramatta North site.  

From this point the light rail alignment would travel east over a new bridge across the Parramatta 
River, cross through the existing Parramatta North site and an existing reserve (where a stop would 
be located west of Fleet Street) and then continue onto Factory Street. At the intersection of Factory 
Street and Church Street, the alignment would turn south onto Church Street. 

The street grid in this portion of Westmead largely follows the alignment of mid 19th century 
subdivision. Hawkesbury Road and Darcy Road had been formalised by 1850. The side roads were 
formalised in the mid 20th century following residential subdivision. 

The following HAMUs have been identified in this precinct: 

• HAMU 1 - Eastern side of Hawkesbury Road including the road corridor 

• HAMU 2 - Western side of Hawkesbury Road including the road corridor 

• HAMU 3 - Cumberland Hospital (west) 

• HAMU 6 - Westmead Precinct Off-corridor works 
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Figure 5-1: HAMUs Westmead Precinct (western extent) 
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Figure 5-2: HAMUs Westmead Precinct (eastern extent; note, HAMUs 4-12 are discussed in the 
Parramatta North precinct) 
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HAMU 1 Eastern side of Hawkesbury Road including road corridor 

Zone Zone 2: Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 2923, 2924 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1791-1810 The Government Farm: The Government Farm was established and cleared by 
1791. At this time the surrounding area was primarily used for the growing of crops such as 
maize, and portions had been formalised through fencing. 

c.1810-1858 Governor Macquarie’s Domain: In 1810, the small holdings which had previously 
been granted to settlers were resumed by Governor Macquarie, who renamed the area 
‘Government Domain’. During this period the Domain was kept as open parkland and 
numerous shrubberies and hedges of orange trees and wattles were planted across the 
grounds. Historic plans do not indicate that structures were located in the precinct at this time. 

c.1860 First subdivision - agricultural allotments: The first subdivision of the Government 
Domain had occurred by 1860. The area was fertile and it is likely that the large allotments on 
the eastern side of Hawkesbury Road were being operated as small farms. It is likely that 
these landholdings also contained residences, or farm and outbuildings (typically not 
illustrated on plans). A c.1883 plan indicates that some of the properties contained several 
buildings by this time (Figure 3-4). Allotments in the south-east of the precinct were reserved 
for the Australian Agricultural Society.  

20th century subdivision and residential development: The area to the east of Hawkesbury 
Road has become increasingly urbanised, with the majority of the area in use as small 
suburban residential blocks. The current street grid respects this earlier subdivision, although 
most early to mid-20th century residences have been replaced with larger houses, small-scale 
industrial complexes or apartment blocks, or have been substantially modified.   

Geotechnical 
results 

Geotechnical investigation for the PLR project were undertaken within this HAMU. No 
archaeological remains were encountered during monitoring of this work.  

Archaeological 
potential 

There is high potential that evidence of early to mid-20th century residential development 
and subdivision is present. The current street grid respects the first residential subdivision of 
the area, although most early to mid-20th century residences have been replaced with larger 
houses, small-scale industrial complexes or apartment blocks, or have been substantially 
modified. Remains may include the following: 

• Structural remains (such as brick footings) 
• Evidence of suburban garden layouts and outbuildings (sheds, greenhouses, etc.) 

Due to intensive 20th century residential development of the area there is low potential that 
substantial archaeological remains associated with the following phases are located within the 
study area:  

• Evidence of the first subdivision of the area (c.1860). Archaeological remains may include 
structural remains (footings constructed of brick or local stone, postholes associated with 
timber structures), intact subfloor deposits, open/yard deposits and artefact scatters, 
rubbish pits, environmental data/ecological samples, evidence of the formalisation of 
boundaries (postholes associated with early fence lines), evidence of land modification, 
(plough marks within subsoils, swales, terracing), evidence of water management (dams, 
wells, cisterns), lightweight structures for agricultural purposes (such as timber shelters for 
livestock), outbuildings not illustrated on early plans.  
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HAMU 1 Eastern side of Hawkesbury Road including road corridor 

• Earlier phases of Hawkesbury Road. Remains may include sandstone kerbing, road 
surfaces, drainage and other services, and evidence of alterations and improvements to 
the road.  

Due to intensive 20th century residential development of the area and the ephemeral nature of 
the potential archaeological resource there is nil to low potential that archaeological remains 
associated with the following phases would remain within the study area. 

• The Government Farm (c.1791-1810), which was primarily used for the growing of crops 
such as maize. Remains may include environmental data/ecological samples, evidence of 
the formalisation of boundaries (such as postholes associated with early fence lines), 
evidence of land clearance (tree boles, etc.), evidence of land modification (plough marks 
within subsoils, swales, terracing), evidence of water management (dams, wells, cisterns), 
lightweight structures for agricultural purposes (such as timber shelters for livestock), 
outbuildings not illustrated on early plans. 

• Governor Macquarie’s Government Domain (1810-1858), which was primarily open 
parkland. Archaeological remains may include environmental data/ecological samples, 
evidence of the formalisation of boundaries (such as postholes associated with early fence 
lines), evidence of land clearance (tree boles, etc.), evidence of land modification (plough 
marks within subsoils, swales, terracing), evidence of water management (dams, wells, 
cisterns), lightweight structures for agricultural purposes (such as timber shelters for 
livestock), outbuildings not illustrated on early plans, evidence of the formalisation of road 
corridors and gardens (evidence of garden beds or other decorative garden structures, soil 
or gravel introduced and packed for the construction of paths, evidence of decorative 
planting schemes. 

Significance 
Assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• If substantial or intact remains exist, archaeological resources within this HAMU have the 
potential to provide evidence of past human culture and activity associated with nineteenth 
and twentieth-century residential occupation and earlier phases of Hawkesbury Road and 
its associated works including drains, kerbs and road surfaces. The latter may yield 
information on the technological development of road building techniques in Parramatta. 
Potential archaeological remains would meet the local significance threshold under this 
criterion. 

 
Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• This HAMU has the potential to provide evidence associated with late nineteenth and 
twentieth century residential subdivision. Potential archaeological remains are unlikely to 
reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

 
Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources of this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance although 
it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have distinctive/attractive 
visual qualities. Potential archaeological remains are unlikely to reach the local significance 
threshold under this criterion. 

 
Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 
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HAMU 1 Eastern side of Hawkesbury Road including road corridor 

• If intact archaeological remains were uncovered within this HAMU they would demonstrate 
evidence of early road construction and nineteenth and twentieth-century residential 
occupation in Parramatta. Potential archaeological remains would meet the local 
significance threshold under this criterion. 

Significance Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is nil to low, potential that a substantial and intact archaeological resource associated 
with the Government Farm, Governor Macquarie’s Domain, early agricultural and residential 
subdivision and early phases of Hawkesbury Road would be located within this HAMU. 
 
Although there is high potential that evidence associated with 20th century subdivision would 
be located within the HAMU, remains of this type would not meet the local significance 
threshold.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• The construction of Westmead Station stop NE of the intersection of Hawkesbury 
Road and Railway Parade 

• The construction of light rail track along Hawkesbury Road and the Westmead 
Hospital and The Children’s Hospital stops 

• The establishment of the Hawkesbury Road compound site SE of the intersection of 
Hawkesbury Road and Hainsworth Street. 

 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres.  
 
Overall, the proposed activities are unlikely to impact on substantially intact or 
significant archaeological remains.    

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply 

It is noted that the geotechnical findings were in draft at the time of writing. The finalised 
results of the geotechnical investigations should be incorporated into the findings and 
recommendations of the ARD. 
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HAMU 2 Western side of Hawkesbury Road including road corridor 

Zone Zone 2: Locally significance archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 3070, 2893 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1791-1810 The Government Farm (refer to HAMU 1 for description)  

c.1810-1858 Governor Macquarie’s Domain (refer to HAMU 1 for description). 

20th century development - The area west of Hawkesbury Road has been intensively modified 
throughout the 20th century through residential development and the construction of the 
Westmead Hospital complex.  

Archaeological 
potential 

Due to intensive 20th century residential development of the area there is low potential that 
substantial archaeological remains associated with the following phases remain within the 
study area:  

• Earlier phases of Hawkesbury Road. Remains may include sandstone kerbing, road 
surfaces, drainage and other services, and evidence of alterations and improvements to 
the road.  

Due to intensive 20th century development of the area, including the construction of 
Westmead Hospital complex, and the ephemeral nature of the potential archaeological 
resource there is nil to low potential that archaeological remains associated with the following 
phases would remain within the study area. 

• The Government Farm (c.1791-1810), (refer to HAMU 1) 
• Governor Macquarie’s Government Domain (1810-1858), (refer to HAMU 1) 
• c.1859 cemetery. As it is likely the cemetery was never formally in use as a cemetery, or 

may only have been used for a short period time it is unlikely that archaeological remains 
survive/were ever present. Remains may include postholes associated with boundary 
fence, evidence if informal roads and gravel paths, disarticulated or in situ skeletal remains, 
grave cuts and grave furniture (headstones, grave slabs, etc.). 

Significance 
Assessment  

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• Intact archaeological resources of this HAMU would provide evidence of past human 
culture and activity. They have potential to yield scientific and historical information relating 
to early agricultural use of the land around Parramatta prior to 1810, use of the Government 
Domain and twentieth-century institutional use of the site (southernmost portion of HAMU 
2).  However, remains within this HAMU area are likely to be truncated or disturbed, and 
may not provide enough information to contain research potential. An intact archaeological 
resource would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

 
Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• If intact archaeological remains were uncovered within this HAMU, they would have the 
potential to provide evidence associated with various phases of historical development in 
Parramatta. However, archaeological remains are likely to have been disturbed or removed 
due to modern development and road construction. Therefore, they may not have the ability 
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HAMU 2 Western side of Hawkesbury Road including road corridor 

to illustrate associations with historically significant events or occupation phases. An intact 
archaeological resource would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

 
Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources of this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance although 
it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have distinctive/attractive 
visual qualities. Potential archaeological remains are unlikely to reach the local significance 
threshold under this criterion. 

 
Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• The HAMU may contain rare evidence relating to convict labour, and early colonial 
agriculture if intact deposits were identified. These archaeological remains, however, are 
likely to have been disturbed or removed by modern development and road construction. It 
is unlikely that an archaeological resource associated with this period survives within this 
HAMU. Should an intact and substantial convict-era archaeological resource survive, 
these remains may reach the State significance threshold. 

Significance State/Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is nil to low potential that a substantial and intact archaeological resource associated 
with the Government Farm, Governor Macquarie’s Domain, the c.1859 cemetery and early 
phases of Hawkesbury Road would be located within this HAMU. 
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• The construction of light rail track along Hawkesbury Road and the Westmead 
Hospital and The Children’s Hospital stops 

 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres.  
 
Overall, the proposed activities are unlikely to impact on substantially intact or 
significant archaeological remains.    

Mitigation and 
recommendations Zone 2 mitigation measures apply 
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HAMU 3 Cumberland Hospital (west) 

Zone Zone 2: Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 3070 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1791-1810 The Government Farm: The Government Farm was established and cleared by 
1791. At this time the surrounding area was primarily used for the growing of crops such as 
maize, and portions had been formalised through fencing. 

c.1810-1858 Governor Macquarie’s Domain: In 1810, the small holdings which had previously 
been granted to settlers were resumed by Governor Macquarie, who renamed the area 
‘Government Domain’. During this period the Domain was kept as open parkland and 
numerous shrubberies and hedges of orange trees and wattles were planted across the 
grounds. Historic plans do not indicate that structures were located in the precinct at this time. 

The area was used as garden for the Lunatic Asylum throughout the late 19th century.  

20th century development - The area has been intensively modified throughout the 20th 
century through residential development and the construction of the Cumberland Hospital 
complex.  

Archaeological 
potential 

Due to intensive 20th century development of the area, including the construction of 
Cumberland Hospital complex, and the ephemeral nature of the potential archaeological 
resource there is low potential that archaeological remains associated with the following 
phases would remain within the study area. 

• The Government Farm (c.1791-1810) (refer to HAMU 1) 
• Governor Macquarie’s Government Domain (1810-1858), (refer to HAMU 1) 
• The Lunatic Asylum garden: Archaeological remains may include environmental 

data/ecological samples, evidence of the formalisation of boundaries (such as postholes 
associated with early fence lines), evidence of land clearance (tree boles, etc.), evidence of 
land modification (plough marks within subsoils, swales, terracing), evidence of water 
management (dams, wells, cisterns), lightweight structures for agricultural purposes (such 
as timber shelters for livestock), outbuildings not illustrated on early plans, evidence of the 
formalisation of road corridors and gardens (evidence of garden beds or other decorative 
garden structures, soil or gravel introduced and packed for the construction of paths, 
evidence of decorative planting schemes. 

Significance 
Assessment 

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• Intact archaeological resources of this HAMU would provide evidence of past human 
culture and activity. They have potential to yield scientific and historical information relating 
to early agricultural use of the land around Parramatta prior and the use of the site as the 
Lunatic Asylum garden. However, remains within this HAMU area are likely to be truncated 
or disturbed, and may not provide enough information to contain research potential. Should 
an intact and substantial convict-era archaeological resource survive, these remains may 
reach the State significance threshold. An intact archaeological resource associated with 
the Lunatic Asylum would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 
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HAMU 3 Cumberland Hospital (west) 

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• If intact archaeological remains were uncovered within this HAMU, they would have the 
potential to provide evidence associated with various phases of historical development in 
Parramatta. However, archaeological remains are likely to have been disturbed or removed 
due to modern development and road construction. Therefore, they may not have the ability 
to illustrate associations with historically significant events or occupation phases. Should an 
intact and substantial convict or Macquarie-era archaeological resource survive, these 
remains may reach the State significance threshold. An intact archaeological resource 
associated with the Lunatic Asylum would reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion. 

 
Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources of this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance although 
it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have distinctive/attractive 
visual qualities. Potential archaeological remains are unlikely to reach the local significance 
threshold under this criterion. 

 
Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• The HAMU may contain rare evidence relating to convict labour, and early colonial 
agriculture, should intact and early deposits were identified. These archaeological remains, 
however, are likely to have been disturbed or removed by modern development and road 
construction. It is unlikely that an archaeological resource associated with this period 
survives within this HAMU. Should an intact and substantial convict-era archaeological 
resource survive, these remains may reach the State significance threshold. 

Significance State/Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is nil to low potential that a substantial and intact archaeological resource associated 
with the Government Farm, Governor Macquarie’s Domain and the Lunatic Asylum garden 
would be located within this HAMU. 
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• The construction of light rail track along Bridge Road 
• The establishment of the Westmead compound site SE of Bridge Road and within the 

Cumberland Hospital Precinct 
• Construction of the North Parramatta Bridge. This would replace the existing bridge. 

The new structure would be 60 metres in length with a central pier.   
 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres.  
 
Although the excavation for the North Parramatta Bridge piers would result in substantial 
excavation within this HAMU, there is nil to low potential that excavation within the riverbank 
and bed of the Parramatta River would impact archaeological remains.  
 
The proposed activities are unlikely to impact on substantially intact or significant 
archaeological remains.  

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply 

  



Parramatta Light Rail –Non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment 

  Page 88 
 

HAMU 6 Westmead Precinct off-corridor works  

Zone  Zone 3 - Nil-low potential for archaeological resource to be present 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

The area north of the Parramatta River is identified in early plans as being ‘land in cultivation’ 
and was therefore part of the Government Farm at this time. The Farm was established and 
cleared by 1791 and was primarily used for the growing of crops such as maize. The portion of 
the farm within the study area had been fenced by c.1796.   

The land on the northern side of the Parramatta River became an enclave of government 
institutions associated with the penal system, including the first gaol (1795 and rebuilt in 
1804), the Female Factory (1821), which was converted to the Parramatta Asylum in 1848, 
and the third Parramatta gaol constructed c.1836. The institutions employed many people who 
would have lived in the village settlements that sprang up over the 1840s and 1850s along 
Isabella and Sorrel Streets, and along Church and O’Connell Streets.49 T 

By 1871, the area had been subdivided and by 1895, structures had been built on many of the 
lots in North Parramatta. These structures were mostly freestanding, although some were 
duplexes, and others appear to be free-standing structures built to the boundary. Most had 
water-closets in the rear yard and a few had more substantial structures in the rear. Most of 
these structures were probably residential dwellings. 

Archaeological 
potential 

Off-corridor excavation works within this precinct would be limited to utility adjustment at the 
intersection of Hainsworth Street and Bridge Road.  
 
This area was originally part of the Government Farm, and unlikely to have been subject to 
construction prior to the later 19th century. The 1943 aerial indicates that a residential property 
was located on the south-western corner of the intersection at this time.  
 
Intersections within Parramatta are typically highly disturbed through the installation of utilities 
and ongoing road surface and alignment modifications. 
 
There is nil-low potential that archaeological remains associated with earlier phases of the 
Government Farm, or undocumented residential occupation, survive in this location.  

Significance Remains are unlikely to reach the local significance threshold.  

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Limited excavation associated with off-corridor works would be undertaken within this HAMU. 
Excavation would be required during utility adjustment within the intersection of Hainsworth 
Street and Park Avenue.  
 
Intersections within Parramatta are typically highly disturbed through the installation of utilities 
and ongoing road surface and alignment modifications. The potential for truncated 
archaeological remains to exist in the area proposed for excavation is limited.  
 
The proposed activities are unlikely to impact on substantially intact or significant 
archaeological remains. 

Mitigation and 
recommendations Zone 3 mitigation measures apply. 

 

                                                      
49 Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd, Archaeological Assessment and Statement of Heritage Impact for Proposed Road 
Widening, Church Street Parramatta, prepared for the Roads and Traffic Authority, June 2010, p.19. 
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5.1.2 Parramatta North Precinct 

Commencing with a stop on Church Street to the south of the intersection with Factory Street, the 
light rail alignment would travel along Church Street to Prince Alfred Square. Additional stops along 
this section of the alignment would be located at Fennell Street and Prince Alfred Square. For the 
section of the alignment between Factory Street and Victoria Road, the light rail would operate along 
Church Street. 

The following HAMUs have been identified in this precinct: 

• HAMU 4 - Cumberland Hospital (east) 

• HAMU 5 - Factory Street  

• HAMU 7 - Church Street (note, this HAMU spans both Parramatta North and the Parramatta 

CBD precincts) 

• HAMU 8 - St Patricks Roman Catholic Cemetery 

• HAMU 9 - Parramatta North Public School  

• HAMU 10 - Church Street west (between Fennell and Harold Street) 

• HAMU 11 - Royal Oak Hotel 

• HAMU 12 - Parramatta North off-corridor works 
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Figure 5-3: HAMUs Parramatta North Precinct 2a 
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Figure 5-4: Parramatta North Precinct 2b 
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Figure 5-5: Parramatta North Precinct 2c 
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HAMU 4 Cumberland Hospital (east) 

Zone  Zone 1 - State significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  

Cumberland Hospital - SHR 00820; NSW Department of Health s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register (various items - see Appendix A); Parramatta LEP I00820 

Heritage brick drain (‘Grose Street Drain’) - Parramatta LEP I360 

Parramatta Female Factory - nominated for National heritage listing  

PHALMS AMU 2860 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1792-1803 Charles Smith’s original 1792 grant. Smith used his farm for the cultivation of 
wheat and maize, and the raising of pigs. Remains potentially associated with Smith’s Farm 
were identified in 1997. 

1799–1820 The Government Mill. In 1804 mill races were dug by convict labour to bring water 
from the river to the mill's pond. Although the government water mill was not a success, and 
was demolished c.1804, the mill races themselves were included on plans dating to the mid 
19th century. A race was later diverted around the Female Factory in 1821 to act as a ‘moat’ 
or ‘wet ditch’. At least one of the races persisted in the landscape until the later part of the 19th 
century.50 Sections of the mill race were located during stormwater diversion works in 1990 
and archaeological monitoring works in 2007. 

1803–1845 Marsden’s Mill Dam Farm. Marsden constructed a watermill, cottage and worker’s 
quarters on his farm, however, this was outside the study area. It is likely that the study area 
was associated with agricultural activities during this period.  

1803-1943 Mrs Betts’ House. Mrs Betts’ House was originally constructed in the 1830s. The 
house was subsequently owned by members of the Blaxland family who enlarged and 
improved it, and by 1866, when acquired by the Lunatic Asylum, it was a substantial two 
storey residence and modified throughout the 19th century after it was incorporated into the 
Parramatta Lunatic Asylum as the Medical Superintendents Office. 

1848-1878 The Lunatic Asylum/The Superintendent’s Office. From the 1870s onwards, the 
Lunatic Asylum acquired the land to the north originally owed by Charles Smith, Samuel 
Marsden and later Gregory Blaxland, and formed an extension of the site of the former Female 
Factory (1818-1847). The alignment would pass through the site immediately north of the 
former Mrs Betts’ House, which by 1895 had been converted into the Medical Superintendents 
Office. The alignment would pass through the rear yards of the office building, in the vicinity of 
a stables and cow shed. It is unclear whether these structures also date to the 1830s.  

c.1841/1880s Former extension of Factory Street and the ‘Grose Street Drain’. Factory Street 
originally extended further south-west than its current termination, passing through an area 
currently occupied by the Sydney West Area Health Service. Factory Street originally 
intersected with a north-south oriented road, ‘Fleet Street’. The ‘Grose Street Drain’ was 
originally constructed to service the Female Factory. It is possible that the drain was altered or 
extended in the later 19th century in response to the major drainage and pollution issues of 
that time. The exact alignment and condition of the drain is unknown, although earlier 
investigation of portions of the drain have yielded information that contributes to an 
understanding of Parramatta's cultural history, in terms of the context leading to the provision 
of adequate sewerage for the town between the 1880s and 1910. 
 

                                                      
50 Casey & Lowe in Tanner Kibble Denton Architects, North Government sites CMP, May 2016, p.109. 
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c.1870-1950s Evidence of early road construction within existing road corridors. A number of 
roads were originally located within the Cumberland Hospital site. There is high potential that 
remains associated with earlier road corridors may be retained within the Cumberland Hospital 
site, within River Road, Greenup Drive and Eastern Circuit.  

Geotechnical 
results 

Geotechnical investigation for the PLR project were undertaken within this HAMU. No 
archaeological remains were encountered during monitoring of this work.  

Archaeological 
potential 

Although the excavation of services and other localised impacts may have partially impacted 
on the archaeological resource, there is high potential that the remains associated with the 
following historical phases survive within the study area: 
• The Government Mill races (c.1804). Remains may include earthen ditches with battered 

sides excavated into underlying soil or bedrock, sections of the races lined with stone to 
provide a stable side to the races and to prevent erosion, opportunistic dumps of soil and 
rubbish associated with the later nineteenth century infilling of the races. 

• Mrs Betts’ House (1803-1943). Despite later modification of the property, the construction 
of roads and gardens associated with the Parramatta Lunatic Asylum and modern 
alterations to the Cumberland Hospital site (male sick infirmary ward, formal roads and car 
parks), there is potential for the following archaeological remains to survive - evidence of 
gardens, including imported soils, yard scatters, rubbish pits, structures typically located in 
rear yards but not included on historical plans, including cesspits, privies, well, cisterns and 
outbuildings. 

• The Lunatic Asylum/The Superintendent’s Office (1848-1878). The project route would 
pass through an open area containing formal paths, garden and roads. Remains may 
include structural remains including footings, postholes, beaten earth floors or flagging, 
evidence of formal gardens and landscaping, compacted gravel paths and roads, drains 
and other services. 

• Evidence of early road construction with existing road corridors (River Road, Greenup 
Drive and Eastern Circuit) (c.1870-1950) may include earlier hard surfaces, kerbing and 
services. 

• Former extension of Factory Street (c.1850). Remains may include hard surfaces. Kerbing 
and services 

• The ‘Grose Street Drain’ (c.1841/1880). There is high potential the area containing the 
former alignment of Factory Street to contain in-situ remains of a mid to late-19th century 
brick drain, and evidence of the former road corridor. Roadworks and excavation may have 
impacted the archaeological resource, however there are likely to be unimpacted sections 
in good condition/structural integrity. 

 
Due to later development, including the expansion of the Cumberland Hospital, and the 
ephemeral nature of the potential archaeological resource there is nil to low potential that 
archaeological remains associated with the following phases would remain within the study 
area: 
• Charles Smith’s Farm (1792-1803), which was primarily farm land. Remains may include 

structural evidence associated with Smith’s cottage (footings, postholes, compacted earth 
floors or areas of paving, artefactual deposits, brick fireplaces, outbuildings), additional 
structures associated with Smith’s residence (outbuildings, cesspits, wells or cisterns), 
rubbish pits, environmental data/ecological samples, postholes associated with early fence 
lines, evidence of land modification (plough marks within subsoils, swales, terracing), 
evidence of water management (dams, wells, cisterns), lightweight structures for 
agricultural purposes (such as timber shelters for livestock), outbuildings not illustrated on 
early plans. 

• Marsden’s Mill Dam Farm (1803-1845), which was primarily farm land. Remains may 
include terracing associated with viticulture, environmental data/ecological samples, 
postholes associated with early fence lines, evidence of land modification (plough marks 
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within subsoils, swales, terracing), evidence of water management (dams, wells, cisterns), 
lightweight structures for agricultural purposes (such as timber shelters for livestock), 
outbuildings not illustrated on early plans.  

Significance 
Assessment 

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• This HAMU has the potential to contain exceptional archaeological research potential. The 
history of the northern area of the North Parramatta Government sites, including Aboriginal 
and European occupation, is potentially represented in the archaeological record. The 
archaeological evidence may provide information relating to periods of Aboriginal 
occupation, periods of pre-industrial use and land grants, agricultural pursuits, the 
development of the Lunatic Asylum, road surfaces and associated works, and the Grose 
Street Drain. Significantly intact and legible archaeological remains associated with 
Smith’s Farm, Marsden’s Farm, the Government Mill Races and Mrs Betts’ House would 
have State significance. Remains of associated with the Lunatic Asylum, Grose Street 
Drain and early road alignments would have local significance.   

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• The potential archaeological resource within this HAMU dates to the various phases of the 
site's use from the early 1800s to the present, and is associated with agricultural pursuits 
during the early-mid nineteenth century and the continued and changing approaches to 
psychiatric care in NSW.  

• The potential archaeological remains of the government mill race and Grose Street Drain 
within this HAMU are associated with early attempts by Europeans to utilise water for 
processing grain, and divert waste water from early settlements. 

• Significantly intact and legible archaeological remains associated with Smith’s Farm, 
Marsden’s Farm, the Government Mill Races and Mrs Betts’ House would have State 
significance. Remains of associated with the Lunatic Asylum, Grose Street Drain and early 
road alignments would have local significance.   

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities.  

• Remains of the Government Mill Races would have technical significance at a State level.  

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• This HAMU has the potential to contain archaeological remains of the government mill 
races, few of which are known to exist in Sydney. Therefore, the potential remains 
associated with the mill race may demonstrate rare and potentially undocumented 
construction techniques and materials associated with the item. 

• In addition, this HAMU has the potential to include intact archaeological resources which, 
as a set, provide a physical chronicle of the history of Parramatta including the 
development of the Lunatic Asylum, nearby roadways and associated works. 

• Significantly intact and legible archaeological remains associated with Smith’s Farm, 
Marsden’s Farm, the Government Mill Races and Mrs Betts’ House would have State 
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significance. Remains of associated with the Lunatic Asylum, Grose Street Drain and early 
road alignments would have local significance.   

Listed heritage 
item 

Statement of significance for the Heritage brick drain (‘Grose Street Drain’) -  

The “Grose Street drain” is of significance for Parramatta area for its historical values, for its 
potential to contribute further scientific information, and for its qualities of rarity and 
representativeness. The drain was built as part of the early drainage system of Parramatta as 
the town began to grow into a city, deemed to pre-date the establishment of the Board of 
Water Supply and Sewerage in 1880 (and with some suggestion that the drain could be as 
early as 1865). The remnant fabric has already yielded information that contributes to an 
understanding of Parramatta's cultural history, in terms of the context leading to the provision 
of adequate sewerage for the town between the 1880s and 1910, however, a further study of 
the exact alignment and purpose of the drain may contribute additional information to this 
context. The drain fabric is representative of the design and construction methods of oviform 
brick drains of the nineteenth century in NSW. The oviform brick form was common at the 
time, but is now increasingly rare and only several comparable examples survive in Sydney 
area. Notably, comparable examples include some portions of the Tank Stream built around 
the same period.51 

This heritage item has local significance.  

Significance State/Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is nil to low potential that a substantial and intact archaeological resource associated 
with Charles Smiths Farm or Marsden’s Mill Dam Farm would be located within this HAMU. 
 
However, there is high potential that this HAMU contains significant archaeological resources 
associated with earlier occupation phases including the government mill races, Mrs Betts’ 
House, the Lunatic Asylum, early road corridors and the Grose Street Drain.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Establishment of the Parramatta North compound site  
• The construction of light rail track along Eastern Circuit and former alignment of 

Factory Street 
• Construction of the Cumberland Hospital stop 
• Road construction in the former alignment of Factory Street 
• Eastern abutment of proposed North Parramatta bridge. 

 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres in areas 
identified as having potential to contain significant and intact archaeological resources.  
 
It is assumed that the establishment of the Parramatta North construction site would require 
minimal excavation impacts.  
 
The construction of light rail track and roadworks within the former alignment of Factory Street 
has high potential to impact on remains of the Grose Street Drain.  

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 1 mitigation measures apply.  

It is assumed that archaeological works required for the PNUT program will occur before 
construction of the light rail commences. As the extent of archaeological works for PNUT is not 

                                                      
51 OEH SHI listing for Heritage brick drain. Accessed online on 13/1/2017 at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5062800 
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known at this stage, for the purposes of this Technical Paper it is assumed that archaeology 
within HAMU 4 will be intact, and therefore may be impacted by the PLR project. 
The proposed alignment of the light rail track is likely to avoid significantly intact 
archaeological remains of state significance, such as those associated with Mrs Betts’ House 
and the Lunatic Asylum. Despite this, thorough archaeological investigation of these areas 
would be required prior to the proposed excavation works, as outlined in mitigation Table 2.1.   
 
As impact or removal of state significant remains is generally considered to be unacceptable, 
should archaeological remains within this HAMU be found to be highly intact and of state 
significance, additional mitigation measures may apply. These may include the notification of 
NSW Heritage Division, or re-design to allow for in situ retention of remains.  
 
Alternative construction methods should be considered for the Grose Street Drain (local 
significance). Should impact to a section of the drain be unavoidable, archaeological 
investigation of this area would be required prior to excavation works, as outlined in mitigation 
Table 2.1.   
 
It is noted that the geotechnical findings were in draft at the time of writing. The finalised 
results of the geotechnical investigations should be incorporated into the findings and 
recommendations of the ARD. 
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HAMU 5 Factory Street 

Zone Zone 2: Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  
Heritage brick drain (‘Grose Street Drain’) - Parramatta LEP I360 

PHALMS AMU 2880, 3133, 3134, 3135 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1841/1880 The ‘Grose Street Drain’. The drain was originally constructed to service the 
Female Factory. It is possible that the drain was altered or extended in the later 19th century 
in response to the major drainage and pollution issues of that time. The exact alignment and 
condition of the drain is unknown, although earlier investigation of portions of the drain have 
yielded information that contributes to an understanding of Parramatta's cultural history, in 
terms of the context leading to the provision of adequate sewerage for the town between the 
1880s and 1910. 
 
c.1871 subdivision and late 19th century development. By 1871, the area had been subdivided 
and by 1895, structures had been built on many of the lots fronting Factory Street. These 
structures were mostly freestanding, although some were duplexes, and others appear to be 
free-standing structures built to the boundary. Most had water-closets in the rear yard and a 
few had more substantial structures in the rear. Most of these structures were probably 
residential dwellings. 

Archaeological 
potential 

The ‘Grose Street Drain’ (c.1841/1880). There is high potential that Factory Street contains in-
situ remains of the brick drain. Roadworks and excavation for services within Factory Street 
are likely to have impacted the archaeological resource within these areas, however there are 
likely to be unimpacted sections in good condition/structural integrity. 
 
Pre-1871 residential subdivision. There is moderate potential that portions of the frontages of 
residential and commercial premises originally fronting Factory Street remains within the study 
area. Remains are likely to be truncated by later services and road construction/modification. 
Archaeological remains may include truncated frontages of structures within the Factory Street 
roadway (including footings and postholes), deeper subsurface structural features that would 
have been located below building frontages (basements, light wells, cisterns), early services 
and drains.  

Significance 
Assessment  

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• This HAMU has moderate archaeological research potential if intact deposits were 
identified. The archaeological resources have the potential to provide evidence of past 
human culture and activity, and therefore have potential to yield scientific and historical 
information relating to early settlement in Parramatta 

• The potential remains of the Grose Street Drain have research potential as they may 
reveal its exact alignment and provide information relating to its historical purpose. The 
statement of significance for the Grose Street Drain is discussed in HAMU 4. Intact 
deposits within the drain may yield environmental information 

• Archaeological remains have potential to reach the local significance threshold.  
 
Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 
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• This HAMU may include archaeological resources which, as a set, provide a physical 
chronicle of the history and development of Parramatta and pre-1871 residential 
subdivisions. 

• The remains of the Grose Street Drain would be associated with early town planning, water 
management, residential development, and early settlement within Parramatta.  

• Remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 
 

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance, 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities 

• The Grose Street Drain has aesthetic/technological significance for its ability to convey 
information on the design and construction technology of this type of item. Remains 
associated with the drain would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

 
Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• This HAMU has the potential to provide evidence of a range of historical processes and 
activities relating to the history of Parramatta 

• The Grose Street Drain is a rare surviving example of early colonial period engineering and 
town planning practices in Parramatta and the oldest drain of its type in NSW. 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

Significance Local  

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is moderate potential this HAMU contains archaeological remains associated with pre-
1871 buildings originally fronting Factory Street. These remains are likely to be truncated by 
later services and are unlikely to be intact or particularly significant. 
 
There is high potential that this HAMU contains intact remains of the locally significant Grose 
Street Drain.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Establishment of the Factory Street compound site and substation to the south of the 
Church and Factory Street intersection 

• Establishment of light rail track along Factory Street. 
 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres.  
 
The construction of light rail track and roadworks within the alignment of Factory Street has 
high potential to impact on remains of the Grose Street Drain. 

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply.  

Works should avoid impacting the ‘Grose Street Drain’. It is also recommended that a suitable 
buffer be established to avoid impact to the structure through vibration during construction.  
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Zone 
Zone 2: Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Note: this HAMU spans both the Parramatta North and the Parramatta CBD precincts. 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 3229 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1791-1810 The Government Farm: The Government Farm was established and cleared by 
1791. The portion of Church Street north of the Parramatta River is identified in early plans as 
being ‘land in cultivation’ and was therefore part of the Government Farm at this time. The 
Farm was established and cleared by 1791 and was primarily used for the growing of crops 
such as maize. The portion of the farm within the study area had been fenced by c.1796.   

c.1805 Church Street is part of the historic Windsor Road between the town of Parramatta and 
the settlements on the Hawkesbury River. The road alignment was surveyed by James 
Meehan in 1805 and was constructed between 1812 and 1813. Church Street was proclaimed 
a Main Road in 1833 and maintained by convict road parties throughout the 1830s and 1840s.  

The land on the northern side of the Parramatta River became an enclave of government 
institutions associated with the penal system, including the first gaol (1795 and rebuilt in 
1804), the Female Factory (1821), which was converted to the Parramatta Asylum in 1848, 
and the third Parramatta gaol constructed c.1836. A Roman Catholic Orphan School was also 
opened in this located in 1844. The institutions employed many people who would have lived 
in the village settlements that sprang up over the 1840s and 1850s along Isabella and Sorrel 
Streets, and along Church and O’Connell Streets.52 The inmates of these large institutions and 
their children are known to have been buried in St Patricks Cemetery (HAMU 8). 

The residential allotments along the eastern side of Church Street were originally offered for 
sale as 1 acre blocks at public auctions during the 1840s and 1850s. These were further 
subdivided throughout the later nineteenth century. New residential development on Church 
Street had largely ceased by the 1920s, and where new development occurred it was for 
commercial uses, often involving consolidation of the 1840s town allotments. This trend 
continued after WWII as former residences were acquired and consolidated toy provide larger 
blocks suitable for commercial uses.53 

c.1902. Church Street Tramway. The Church Street steam tramway opened between 
Parramatta and Baulkham Hills in 1902, and was extended for carrying passengers and 
produce to and from the area. This tramway departed at Argyle St and tracked north along 
Church Street to Northmead, then along Windsor Road and Old Northern Road to Castle Hill. 
The tramway ceased operation in 1926.  
 
Church Street has been widened in stages from the 1930s to accommodate an increasing 
volume of traffic. The areas that were resumed were mainly along the western side of the 
road, between Market and Albert Streets, and the eastern side between Fennell and Albert 
Streets. 
 
Since the 1950s, blocks of flats have replaced most of the formerly single-house lots, and 
much of Church Street is large-scale commercial in character. Early 20th century residential 
development has been wholly removed. 

                                                      
52 Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd, Archaeological Assessment and Statement of Heritage Impact for Proposed Road 
Widening, Church Street Parramatta, prepared for the Roads and Traffic Authority, June 2010, p.19. 
53 Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd, June 2010, p.24. 
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Previous 
archaeological 
investigation 

In 2010 Austral archaeology conducted excavation through what is now the bus lane on the 
east side of Church Street between the cemetery and Factory Street. Archaeological finds 
consisted primarily of early terracotta services and a 19th century double brick and sandstone 
cellar cut into underlying bedrock on the corner of Church and Factory streets. 54 Results 
indicate efforts were taken to remove evidence of buildings prior to modern development. 
Intact remains would primarily be associated with more substantial buildings, while remains of 
single storey buildings are unlikely to be present. 
 
In 2004, Stedinger Associates carried out archaeological investigations along the eastern and 
western sides of Church Street between Phillip and George Streets, and along short sections 
of Phillip and George Streets. Archaeological remains throughout the area consisted of 
evidence of former cobble stone road alignments and sandstone kerbs and gutters. No 
evidence of buildings were identified in Phillip Street. The area was noted to be considerably 
disturbed by modern services and light posts. 
 
In 2002, AHMS undertook archaeological investigations at 354-366 Church Street. The results 
of the investigation indicated that any archaeological remains in the area had been removed 
by later building development. As a result, no further archaeological investigation was 
recommended. 
 
In 2014 AHMS undertook investigations on the site of the former David Jones Department 
store at 330 Church Street. No features dating from 1790 to 1940 were identified, and the 
results suggested that any archaeology in the area had been removed during construction of 
the building.  

Archaeological 
potential 

There is high potential that archaeological remains associated with the c.1902 Church Street 
steam tramway remain within the study area. Remains may include imported gravel ballast 
and other material used to bed or build up the tramline and remnant track.  
 
As Church Street has been widened in multiple stages throughout the 20th century, and in 
some locations the current road boundary has truncated former properties, there is high 
potential that the Church Street road corridor contains the following archaeological resources:  
• Evidence of mid-late 19th century residential and commercial development. Archaeological 

remains may include truncated frontages of structures within the Factory Street roadway 
(including footings and postholes), deeper subsurface structural features that would have 
been located below building frontages (basements, light wells, cisterns), early services and 
drains. Previous archaeological investigations in road corridors throughout the Parramatta 
CBD (such as Casey & Lowe for Endeavour Energy 2013) suggest that whilst 
archaeological remains may survive within these areas, the likelihood that they are intact is 
low. The installation of services and upgrades to the roads and footpaths are likely to have 
substantially impacted on any remains in these locations. 

• Evidence of earlier phases of road construction, particularly on along the western side of 
the road, between Market and Albert Streets, and the eastern side between Fennell and 
Albert Streets. There is also potential within the side streets (Market Street, Victoria Road, 
Ross Street Gross Street, Fennell Street, Harold Street and Albert Street). This may 
include evidence of early road surfaces, built up areas, road paving (stone, ballast) 
evidence of drainage and kerbing, and structural remains and deposits related to earlier 
street front structures.   

Due to intensive 20th century development of the area, including the construction and 
widening of Church Street, and the ephemeral nature of the potential archaeological resource 

                                                      
54 Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd, Archaeological Salvage Excavation, Church Street, Parramatta, prepared for the 
Roads and Traffic Authority, April 2011. 
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there is nil to low potential that archaeological remains associated with the following phases 
would remain within the study area. 

• The Government Farm (c.1791-1810), which was primarily used for the growing of crops 
such as maize. Remains may include environmental data/ecological samples, evidence of 
the formalisation of boundaries (such as postholes associated with early fence lines), 
evidence of land clearance (tree boles, etc.), evidence of land modification (plough marks 
within subsoils, swales, terracing), evidence of water management (dams, wells, cisterns), 
lightweight structures for agricultural purposes (such as timber shelters for livestock), 
outbuildings not illustrated on early plans. 

Significance 
assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• This HAMU area has moderate archaeological research potential, depending on the intact 
nature of the remains. Remains are likely to represent frontages of early buildings along 
Church Street, evidence of early road construction and remains of the steam tramway. 
These have the potential to yield information regarding early building materials, 
construction methods and transport 

• More specifically, the physical archaeological evidence within this area may include 
structural features, intact subfloor deposits, open deposits and scatters, ecological 
samples and individual artefacts which have potential to yield information relating to major 
historic themes including Agriculture, Commerce, Cultural Sites, Housing, Land Tenure, 
Townships, Transport and Utilities 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• Part of this HAMU was used for agricultural purposes during the early years of the 
settlement. It contains the street frontages of allotments that were resumed when Church 
Street was widened in the late twentieth century, some of which have been occupied from 
the mid 19th century  

• It also contains potential remains of early road base, early services (such as drains) and 
the steam tramway  

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities 

• It is unlikely that archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under 
this criterion. 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• This HAMU may contain archaeological resources which, as a set provide a physical 
chronicle of the history of Parramatta including early residential settlement and various 
phases of transport methods. Intact archaeological remains associated with the mid to late 
19th century development of Church Street would reach the local significance threshold 
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• The HAMU may contain rare evidence relating to convict labour and the Government 
Farm, and early colonial agriculture, should intact and early deposits were identified. 
These archaeological remains, however, are likely to have been disturbed or removed by 
modern development and road construction. It is unlikely that an archaeological resource 
associated with this period survives within this HAMU. Should an intact and substantial 
convict-era archaeological resource survive, these remains may reach the State 
significance threshold. 

Significance  State/Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is nil to low, or low, potential that a substantial and intact archaeological resource 
associated with the Government Farm would be located within this HAMU. 
 
There is moderate to high potential that archaeological remains associated with late 19th 
century residential and commercial development of Church Street, as well as evidence of early 
road infrastructure, would remain within the Church Street road corridor. These remains are 
likely to be truncated by later services and are unlikely to be substantially intact. 
 
There is high potential that remains associated with the 1902 tramway remain within Church 
Street.  
 
There is high potential that this HAMU contains intact remains of the locally significant Grose 
Street Drain.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Establishment of light rail track along Church Street 
• Construction of the Factory Street, Fennel Street, Prince Alfred Square and Eat Street 

light rail stops. 
 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres.  
 
The proposed excavation works may impact on remains of the former tramline, early services 
and evidence of road construction, and archaeology associated with mid to late 19th century 
commercial and residential structures fronting the earlier alignment of Church Street. It is likely 
that these remains have been truncated by earlier road adjustments and utilities installation, 
however, the potential that intact remains may be encountered cannot be discounted. 

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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HAMU 8 St Patricks Roman Catholic Cemetery  

Zone Zone 1: State significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  
PHALMS AMU 3111 

St Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cemetery SHR 1880 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

The block of land that would become St Patricks cemetery was first secured in 1826, although 
there is some evidence that it may have been in use prior to this formal approval.55 There is no 
documentary evidence to confirm if burials occurred prior to 1826, although the earliest extant 
headstones date to 1824. The earliest known burials in the cemetery are located at the 
intersection of Pennant Hills Road and Church Street. The Church Street frontage of the 
cemetery was fenced in 1834, and there does not appear to have been a footpath in this 
location.   
 
During the 1890s the cemetery was described as being in a neglected state, but continued to 
be used into the twentieth century. The rate of burials within the cemetery dropped substantially 
after 1954, although it remained in use, in a neglected state, until 1972. St Patricks cemetery 
contains the graves of many exiled Irish rebels and early Irish priests of Parramatta, as well as 
numerous inmates of early institutions including the Female Factory, the Military Barracks, the 
Benevolent Asylum, the Roman Catholic and Presbyterian Orphan Schools, the Lunatic 
Asylum, Invalid Asylum, Sydney and Parramatta Hospitals and the Poor House.56 The site has 
high archaeological significance and research value.  
 
The boundaries of the cemetery remained unchanged until 1930 when triangular portion of land 
measuring 36 ¾ perches was acquired by the Main Roads Board for the widening of the 
intersection of Church Street and Pennant Hills Road. The resumed land was the location of 
the former sexton’s cottage.  
 
Church Street has been widened in stages from the 1930s. In 1975 the Department of Main 
Roads proposed widening of Church Street from 11 metres to 16 metres be undertaken within 
the cemetery reserve. A number of services have also been installed in this location. In 2007 
the RTA modified the Windsor bound carriageway of Church Street between Pennant Hills 
Road and Barney Street to include a designated bus lane.57  

Previous 
archaeological 
investigation and 
archaeological 
potential  

In 1972 a survey of the cemetery was completed by surveyors McNiff Dive and Associates. 
Records show a total of 2155 burials, although only 400 grave monuments were recorded in 
1979. The survey indicates that approximately 30 burials were located within the road widening 
area gazetted in 1967. When the boundary gates to the chapel were relocated in 1976, at least 
seven headstones were relocated. It is assumed the graves were not disturbed. 
 
In 1993 Wendy Thorp identified oral histories from the mid to late 19th century that suggested 
the Church Street frontage of the cemetery (at the time proposed for road widening) likely 
contained burials.58 PKK Consultants, on behalf of Wendy Thorp, undertook a limited program 
of hand-augering and test pits within the Church Street frontage proposed for widening by the 
RTA. Evidence of burials in this location was not found. 59 
 

                                                      
55 Thorp, W. Archaeological Assessment St Patricks Cemetery Church Street North Parramatta, report prepared 
for the RTA, September 1993, p.9. 
56 Thorp, W., September 1993, p.12. 
57 Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd, April 2011, p.7. 
58 Thorp, W., September 1993, p.12. 
59 Thorp, W., September 1993, p.10 
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In 2010 Austral conducted archaeological investigations through what is now the bus lane on 
the east side of Church Street fronting the cemetery. The investigation in this location found 
fence posts, the previous road alignment, early box drains, gate footings and a large rubbish 
pit. No evidence of graves was uncovered.  

Archaeological 
potential 

Although remains are likely to have been truncated by later road adjustments and utilities 
installation, and earlier investigations have not encountered evidence that graves are located 
outside the current cemetery boundaries, the presence of undocumented graves cannot be 
discounted. In addition, historical records indicate that a number of graves may be located 
within the HAMU.  
 
Overall, there is moderate potential that evidence of earlier phases of the cemetery, including 
intact graves, would be encountered in the study area. Remains may include evidence of 
earlier fence lines or unstratified skeletal material. 
 
There is moderate potential that evidence associated with earlier alignments of Church Street 
survives within this HAMU. However, due to the ongoing modification of the road corridors 
within the Parramatta CBD, including the upgrading and installation of in-ground services, it is 
unlikely that these remains would be significantly intact.  

Significance 
assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• This HAMU has high archaeological research potential. If intact or truncated grave sites, 
open deposits, artefact scatters or individual artefacts were located, these would have 
potential to yield information relating to major historic themes including Death and Religion 

• Archaeological remains associated with St Patricks would reach the State significance 
threshold under this criterion 

• Archaeological remains associated with earlier phases of Church Street would not have 
significance under this criterion.  

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• This HAMU is located within land associated with the establishment of the Roman Catholic 
cemetery in 1841. The cemetery is associated with mid-19th century settlement, 
development and town planning in Parramatta 

• Archaeological remains associated with St Patricks would reach the State significance 
threshold under this criterion 

• Archaeological remains associated with earlier phases of Church Street would not have 
significance under this criterion.  

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU may include burials, and structures 
associated with the Roman Catholic cemetery, and earlier phases of Church Street. It is 
unlikely that archaeological remains would reach the locals significance threshold under this 
criterion. 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• This HAMU is located within an area that demonstrates a range of historical processes and 
activities relating to the history of Parramatta and establishment of the Roman Catholic 
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HAMU 8 St Patricks Roman Catholic Cemetery  

cemetery in 1841. Remains would yield information regarding burial practices in the mid-
19th century 

• Archaeological remains associated with St Patricks would reach the State significance 
threshold under this criterion 

• Archaeological remains associated with earlier phases of Church Street would not have 
significance under this criterion.  

Significance  State 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is moderate potential that archaeological remains associated with earlier phases of the 
extant cemetery remain within the study area. Highly intact remains, or earlier burials 
associated with the cemetery, would be State significant.  
 
There is moderate potential that evidence associated with earlier alignments of Church Street 
survive within this HAMU. However, due to the ongoing modification of the road corridors within 
the Parramatta CBD, including the upgrading and installation of in-ground services, it is unlikely 
that these remains would be significantly intact.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Establishment of light rail track along Church Street 
• Footpath works 

 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres.  
 
The proposed excavation works may impact on remains associated with earlier phases of the 
cemetery including intact and truncated burials, and evidence associated with its former layout 
and boundaries, such as fence lines and gateposts. Although it is likely that these remains 
have been truncated by earlier road adjustments and utilities installation, the potential that 
intact remains may be encountered cannot be discounted. 

Mitigation and 
recommendation
s 

Zone 1 mitigation measures apply. 

An Exhumation Policy and Guideline would be prepared, and implemented during excavation 
works in this location. This policy would recommend that intact skeletal material or burials in 
this location be conserved in situ. Should intact burials be encountered re-design to avoid 
impacts would be required.  
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HAMU 9 Parramatta North Public School 

Zone Zone 2: Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 3131 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1790-1844: This area was originally located to the north of the large early land grants and 
areas of cultivation, although it is possible that it may have been utilised by early settlers for 
grazing or other agricultural uses. The HAMU does not appear to have been occupied.  

1844 subdivision: The area was subdivided at this time, but does not appear to have been 
occupied.  

1885 Parramatta North Public School was constructed on the far side of the property. In 1895, 
the Public School was shown to include four structures: a Boys Department (on Trott Street, 
now Galloway), a Girls Department on Harold Street, an Infants Department north of the Girls 
Department and a Washer Shed north of these. By 1951, the Public School had and a new, 
larger complex of buildings constructed on the Albert Street frontage. By 1998, the former 
residential structures adjacent to the Public School and the remaining original school buildings 
had been demolished. Several smaller school buildings have been built on the Albert Street 
frontage.  

c.1943 The park contained a number of World War II anti-aircraft shelter landforms. 

Archaeological 
potential 

There is moderate potential that the area may contain evidence of WWII era ‘zig zag’ anti-
aircraft shelter landforms. 
 
The buildings associated with the earlier phases of the North Parramatta Public School are 
located largely outside the study area, to the south and west. Therefore, the portion of the 
study area within this HAMU has low potential to contain evidence of the 19th century school 
buildings.  

Significance 
assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• This HAMU has moderate archaeological research potential. However, this is dependent 
on the nature and intactness of the remains 

• The area has some potential to yield information regarding early educational 
• Intact archaeological remains of former WWII anti-aircraft shelters have the potential to 

yield information regarding the development of construction techniques 
• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• This HAMU is associated with various phases of development and land use in Parramatta, 
including major historic themes such as Agriculture, Commerce, Housing, Land Tenure, 
Religion, Townships and Transport 

• Former WWII anti-aircraft shelters may have social significance  
• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 
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• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities 

• Remains associated with former WWII anti-aircraft shelters may yield information regarding 
technological advancement of these structures 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• Archaeological remains within this HAMU have the potential to provide evidence of a range 
of historical processes and activities relating to the history of Parramatta. Archaeological 
remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.   

Significance  Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is low potential that archaeological remains associated with earlier phases of the North 
Parramatta Public School are located within the study area. There is moderate potential that 
evidence of WWII era ‘zig zag’ anti-aircraft shelter landforms survive within this HAMU.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Public domain works and utilities adjustment 
 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. 
 
Road corridors and footpaths within Parramatta are typically highly disturbed through the 
installation of utilities and ongoing road surface and alignment modifications. The potential for 
truncated archaeological remains to exist in the area proposed for excavation is limited. 
Overall, it is unlikely that the proposed excavation works will impact on archaeological 
remains.    

Mitigation and 
recommendations Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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HAMU 10 Church Street west (between Fennell and Harold Street) 

Zone Zone 2: Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 3128 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1844 Little is known of the European occupation of this area until 1844, when six allotments 
had been granted to the following: William Carter (2 lots: now 17 Harold Street and 439-441 
Church Street), Howell (now part of 17 Harold and the rear of 431 Church Street), W Potterd 
[sp?] (now 431 Church Street), T Bowden (now 26a Fennell Street) and Harvey (now 431a 
Church). The following were also listed on Harvey's Grant: 'S Flintoff (l)' and 'J Stow (p)'. The 
latter allotment (currently a ground-level car park) was leased to Sarah Harvey on 30 June 
1823 and then granted to Henry Harvey in 1837 as he had constructed a building on the 
allotment worth at least 1000 pounds. William Carter's allotment (currently a petrol station) 
was granted to him in 1834 as he had constructed a building on the site worth at least 1000 
pounds.  
 
c.1895 (Detail plan Sheet 43), there were more than double the number of main structures and 
sheds, and all but the Harvey's and Bowdler's lots had been subdivided (now a ground-level 
car park). The Harvey property seems to be marked as the Town and Country Hotel (the text 
is unclear). Many of the structures continued to be aligned irregularly to the Church and Villiers 
Street. This, along with their configuration on the properties, suggests that the structures on 
Harvey's, Howell's and Potterd's properties were extended adaptations of the 1844 structures. 
No structures had been built on Bowdler's property, nor the lot of Carter's subdivided property 
on the corner of Villiers and Harold Street. 
 
c.1951 the configuration of structures remains similar, the major changes being the 
construction of dwellings on the remaining vacant lots, and further development and 
intensification of the buildings fronting Church Street. At 435 Church Street, there is a complex 
of commercial scale. The structure on the corner of Church and Fennell Street appears to 
have few additions 
 
The area is now used mostly for ground-level car parking. There is a complex of large, 
commercial-size structures in the northeast corner. 

Archaeological 
potential 

Due to the lack of subsequent development on the site, this HAMU has high potential to 
contain intact subsurface remains associated with the 19th century residential development of 
the HAMU. These remains may include structural remains, occupation deposits, 
environmental data and remains of deeper subsurface features such as wells, cesspits, 
basement and cisterns.  
 
The archaeological resource is likely to have been impacted near the petrol station, through 
the installation of underground petrol tanks.  

Significance 
assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• This HAMU has high archaeological research potential, depending on the intact nature of 
archaeological remains 

• Land within this HAMU has the potential to contain physical evidence associated with 
structural remains, occupation deposits, environmental data and remains of deeper 
subsurface features such as wells or tanks. These have the potential to contain 
archaeological evidence of early phases of European occupation in this area, including 
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early agricultural use of the land, and has the potential to contain archaeological resources 
related to the pre-contact environment 

• Intact or substantial archaeological resources within this HAMU have the potential to yield 
information regarding early land settlement, domestic living conditions and agricultural 
practices 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  
 

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• This HAMU has the potential to yield information relating to early and late nineteenth 
century domestic and commercial life relating to major historic themes including Housing, 
Land Tenure, Commerce, Townships and Cultural Sites in Parramatta 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• Potential archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities. 
 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• The archaeological resource within this HAMU have the potential to demonstrate early 
European settlement patterns in Parramatta, and the residential and commercial 
development of Church Street, during the early to late colonial period 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Significance  Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is high potential that an intact archaeological resource associated with the 19th century 
residential and commercial development of the block bounded by Fennell, Church and Harold 
Streets remains within this HAMU. Subsequent impacts within this HAMU appear to be limited, 
and it can be assumed that large areas of intact archaeology would survive.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Establishment of the Fennell Street compound including the demolition of buildings 
with subsurface impacts. 

 
It is assumed that excavation associated with the establishment of the compound site would 
be minimal. It is unlikely that works within this HAMU would result in substantial impacts to 
significant archaeological remains.     

Mitigation and 
recommendations Zone 2 mitigation measures apply 
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HAMU 11 Royal Oak Hotel 

Zone Zone 2: Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  
Royal Oak Hotel and stables (and potential archaeological site) - Parramatta LEP I691 

PHALMS AMU 3226 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c. 1790 It is not known how this area was used, if at all, at this time, however early agricultural 
activities may have extended this far.  
 
c.1831 The Royal Oak Hotel was constructed by John Tunks. It is illustrated on Bronwrigg’s 
1844 plan.  
 
c.1895 Most of the Church Street frontage had been developed and was completely infilled to 
the corner of Ross Street. The laneway at the rear of these buildings had been created by this 
time, and there were two semi-detached houses in the adjacent allotment along Ross Street. 
There were also buildings at 18 Ross Street, 4 Villiers Street (semi-detached), and 29-31 
Grose Street. The sandstone cottage at 14 Ross Street is also shown on the 1895 plan for this 
area. Nos 21-23 Grose Street was vacant at this time. The 1895 Detail Survey plan for this 
area (Sheet 39) also shows the location of a number of outbuildings within the subject area, 
including cesspits, sheds and stables at the rear of allotments.  
 
c.1900 The hotel was modernised with a parapet and ceramic tiles across ground floor facade. 
The facades of the hotel on the corner dates from the 1910s. At rear, facing Ross Street, is a 
two storey stable building made of rendered brick. It has gabled roof with side gable above 
double hung loft door and has double-hung windows. 
 
c.1951 The allotments near the corner of Church and Ross Streets had been further 
developed as commercial buildings and the buildings at 391 Church Street had been 
demolished (this area remains vacant). Buildings had been constructed at 21-23 Grose Street 
and 12 and 16 Ross Street by this time.   
 
Since 1951, Church Street has been widened adjacent to 395-405 Church Street, resuming 
the street frontages of these allotments. The earlier buildings within these allotments were 
demolished (including the church at 405 Church Street) and redeveloped for commercial 
purposes.  

Archaeological 
potential 

As the Royal Oak Hotel remains extent, albeit significantly altered from its original form, the 
site has high potential to contain an intact archaeological resource associated with earlier 
phases of the hotel. This may include cesspits, wells and outbuilding including an external 
kitchen.  
 
The site also has potential to contain remains such as yard scatters, rubbish pits and other 
deposition deposits.   

Significance 
assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• This HAMU has moderate archaeological research potential, dependent on the nature and 
intactness of the remains.  

• The area has the potential to yield information regarding early nineteenth century 
commercial development of Church Street 
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• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  
 

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• This HAMU is associated with various phases of development and land use in Parramatta, 
including major historic themes such as Agriculture, Commerce, Housing, Land Tenure, 
Religion, Townships and Transport 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  
 

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities. Archaeological remains are unlikely to reach the local 
significance threshold under this criterion. 
 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• The archaeological resource within this HAMU have the potential to demonstrate early 
European settlement patterns in Parramatta, and the residential and commercial 
development of Church Street, during the early to late colonial period 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

Significance  Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is high potential that an intact archaeological resource associated with the extant 
c.1831 Royal Oak Hotel remain within this HAMU. Subsequent impacts within this HAMU 
appear to be limited, and it can be assumed that large areas of intact archaeology would 
survive.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Establishment of the Ross Street compound at the north-west intersection of Ross 
and Church Streets, including demolition of the current building and minor excavation 
works. 

 
It is assumed that excavation associated with the establishment of the compound site would 
be minimal. These works may impact on archaeological remains associated with former 
phases of the Royal Oak Hotel.   

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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HAMU 12 Parramatta North Off-Corridor works  

Zone  Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

The area north of the Parramatta River is identified in early plans as being ‘land in cultivation’ 
and was therefore part of the Government Farm at this time. The Farm was established and 
cleared by 1791 and was primarily used for the growing of crops such as maize. The portion of 
the farm within the study area had been fenced by c.1796.   
 
The land on the northern side of the Parramatta River became an enclave of government 
institutions associated with the penal system, including the first gaol (1795 and rebuilt in 
1804), the Female Factory (1821), which was converted to the Parramatta Asylum in 1848, 
and the third Parramatta gaol constructed c.1836. The institutions employed many people who 
would have lived in the village settlements that sprang up over the 1840s and 1850s along 
Isabella and Sorrel Streets, and along Church and O’Connell Streets.60 
 
The area of North Parramatta is known to have to have developed in the 1830s and 1840s, 
when new Town Sections were surveyed. There were as yet few occupiers of Crown Land in 
these localities so that when the Allotments in these Sections were finally auctioned, the 
Allotments were much more regular than in the inner parts of Parramatta, where rights of 
usage had warped the square layout. In 1844, this HAMU contained several allotments of 
different sizes, some of which were not yet sold. In the 1890s, several structures had been 
built on the Church Street allotments, and a few on O'Connell Street (then Clifford Street), 
Board Street, Barney and Dunlop Streets. These structures were mostly freestanding, 
although some were duplexes, and others appear to be free-standing structures built to the 
boundary. Most had water-closets in the rear yard and a few had more substantial structures 
in the rear. Most of these structures were probably residential dwellings.  

Archaeological 
potential 

Intersections, road corridors and footpaths within Parramatta are typically highly disturbed 
through the installation of utilities and ongoing road surface and alignment modifications.  
 
The car park on the corner of Board and O'Connell Streets appears to have remained open 
land throughout the development of the area (while shown as granted in 1844, it was still 
vacant by 1951). Intact soil profiles containing evidence of early agricultural activities may 
survive in this area. 
 
There is nil-low potential that archaeological remains associated with earlier phases of the 
Government Farm survive in the locations proposed for off-corridor works.  
 
There is low to moderate potential that truncated remains associated with the frontages of 
former residential properties would be located within the footpaths within this HAMU.  

Significance 
Assessment 

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• This HAMU area has moderate archaeological research potential, depending on the intact 
nature of the remains. Remains may be associated with the residences originally fronting 
the streets in North Parramatta. These have the potential to yield information regarding 
early building materials and construction methods 

• More specifically, the physical archaeological evidence within this area may include 
structural features, intact subfloor deposits, open deposits and scatters, ecological 

                                                      
60 Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd, Archaeological Assessment and Statement of Heritage Impact for Proposed Road 
Widening, Church Street Parramatta, prepared for the Roads and Traffic Authority, June 2010, p.19. 
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samples and individual artefacts which have potential to yield information relating to major 
historic themes including Agriculture, Commerce, Cultural Sites, Housing, Land Tenure, 
Townships, Transport and Utilities 

• It is unlikely that archaeological remains survive substantially intact within this HAMU. 
Intact and legible archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold 
under this criterion 

• The HAMU may contain rare evidence relating to convict labour and the Government 
Farm. These archaeological remains, however, are likely to have been disturbed or 
removed by road construction and service excavation. It is unlikely that an archaeological 
resource associated with this period survives within this HAMU. Should an intact and 
substantial convict-era archaeological resource survive, these remains may reach the 
State significance threshold. 

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• Part of this HAMU was used for agricultural purposes during the early years of the 
settlement. It contains the street frontages of allotments that may have been occupied from 
the mid 1800s 

• It may also contain remains of early road infrastructure and services (such as drains) 
• Archaeological remains may reach the local significance threshold under this criterion 
• Rare evidence associated with the government farm and convict labour would reach the 

state significance threshold. Remains of this nature, however, are likely to have been 
disturbed or removed by road construction and service excavation. It is unlikely that an 
archaeological resource associated with this period survives within this HAMU.  

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities 

• Evidence associated with early road infrastructure, and the developing technology of road 
building, are well represented in the archaeological record 

• Archaeological remains are unlikely to reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• This HAMU may contain archaeological resources which, as a set provide a physical 
chronicle of the history of Parramatta including early residential settlement and various 
phases of transport methods 

• Intact and legible archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold 
under this criterion 

• The HAMU may contain rare evidence relating to convict labour and the Government 
Farm. These archaeological remains, however, are likely to have been disturbed or 
removed by road construction and service excavation. It is unlikely that an archaeological 
resource associated with this period survives within this HAMU. Should an intact and 
substantial convict-era archaeological resource survive, these remains may reach the 
State significance threshold. 

Significance Local 
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Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is nil-low potential that archaeological remains associated with earlier phases of the 
Government Farm, or undocumented residential occupation, survive in this location. There is 
low to moderate potential that truncated remains associated with the residential and 
commercial development of North Parramatta are located within the HAMU. Should these 
remains be found to be substantially intact, they may reach the local significance threshold.  
 
A number of off-corridor works are proposed within this HAMU. These works are associated 
with minor excavation works, primarily within areas of known disturbance. The following 
potential works would require excavation to an assumed depth of 1.5 metres: 
 
Utility adjustments 
Seville Street - 30m section  
Barney Street - between Church and O’Connell Streets, also within acquired properties 
Albert Street - Trott and Albert Street intersections 
Victoria Road  
 
Minor excavation works associated with road adjustments 
Board Street – between Church and O’Connell Streets 
Dunlop Street - between Church and New Streets, also within acquired properties 
Albert Street - between Church and O’Connell Streets 
O’Connell Street - including kerb adjustments, alteration to signals and medians 
 
New signals 
Factory/O’Connell Street intersection 
O’Connell/Barney Street intersection 
Dunlop/O’Connell Street intersection 
 
Intersections within Parramatta are typically highly disturbed through the installation of utilities 
and ongoing road surface and alignment modifications. The potential for truncated 
archaeological remains to exist in the area proposed for excavation is limited. It is unlikely that 
the proposed works would impact on a substantially intact or significant archaeological 
resource.  

Mitigation and 
recommendations Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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5.1.3 Parramatta CBD Precinct 

From the stop at Prince Alfred Square, the light rail alignment would continue along Church Street to 
Macquarie Street, crossing the Parramatta River over Lennox Bridge with a stop along Church Street 
north of George Street. The section between Lennox Bridge and Macquarie Street would be closed to 
general traffic and made a light rail and pedestrian zone. The alignment would then travel along 
Macquarie Street to Robin Thomas Reserve, with stops near Smith Street and Harris Street. The 
section between Horwood Place and Smith Street (including the Parramatta Square stop) would be 
closed to general traffic and become a light rail and pedestrian zone.  

East of the Harris Street stop, the alignment would turn into Harris Street, running along the western 
edge of Robin Thomas Reserve before turning east into George Street. The alignment would then 
continue along George Street to Alfred Street.  

The following HAMUs have been identified in this precinct: 

• HAMU 7 - Church Street (continues from the North Parramatta precinct) 

• HAMU 13 - Prince Alfred Square  

• HAMU 14 - Phillip Street 

• HAMU 15 - George Street (note, this HAMU spams both Parramatta CBD and the 

Rosehill/Camellia precincts) 

• HAMU 16 - Macquarie Street 

• HAMU 17 - Horwood Place 

• HAMU 18 - The Town Drain - Macquarie Street and Barrack Lane  

• HAMU 19 - Barrack Lane 

• HAMU 20 - Robin Thomas  

• HAMU 21 - Commissariat and barracks (George Street east; note, this HAMU spans both the 

Parramatta CBD and Rosehill/Camellia precincts) 

• HAMU 22 - Smith Street 

• HAMU 23 - Charles Street  

• HAMU 24 - Parramatta CBD off-corridor works 
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Figure 5-6: HAMUs Parramatta CBD Precinct 3a 
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Figure 5-7: HAMU’s Parramatta CBD Precinct 3b  
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HAMU 13 Prince Alfred Square 

Zone Zone 1 - State significant archaeological resource - known or potential.  

Listings  
Parramatta LEP I686; Note: This item has also been recommended for inclusion on the SHR. 

PHALMS AMU 3110, 3235, 3229 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1796-1837 First and second Parramatta Gaol. The second Parramatta Gaol and factory 
complex was constructed near the southern boundary of the present day Prince Alfred 
Square. It is likely that this gaol was constructed on the site of the first gaol, which was 
destroyed by arsonists in 1799.  

c.1837. The site was levelled and established as a village green.  

c. 1943 The park contained a number of World War II anti-aircraft shelter landforms. 

Archaeological 
potential 

There is high potential for the following archaeological remains to remain within the HAMU: 
• Remains of former landscaping within the ‘village green’, including garden beds, 

pathways 
• WWII era ‘zig zag’ anti-aircraft shelter landforms. 
 

There is low potential for intact remains of the former gaol and factory complex to be located 
within the Market Street road corridor.  

Significance 
assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• There is low potential that the HAMU contains rare evidence associated with the former 
gaol and factory complex. Analysis of early plans places these remains outside the study 
area. There is therefore low potential that outlying or unknown structures, deposits or other 
features associated with the former gaol complex are located within the study area. Should 
an intact and substantial convict-era archaeological resource survive, these remains would 
reach the State significance threshold 

• This HAMU has moderate archaeological research potential, depending on the nature of 
the remains. Remains are likely to represent frontages of early buildings along Church 
Street, evidence of early road construction and remains of the steam tramway. These have 
the potential to yield information regarding early building materials, construction methods 
and transport  

• Intact and legible archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold 
under this criterion. 

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• The HAMU is partially within the site of Parramatta's first and second gaols which were of 
major importance to the development of Parramatta as a penal settlement, although 
known structural remains are outside the study area 

• Part of the HAMU was used for agricultural purposes during the early years of the 
settlement. This HAMU contains the street frontages of allotments that were resumed 
when Church Street was widened in the late twentieth century, many of which have been 
occupied from the early 1800s 
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• Intact and legible archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold 
under this criterion. 

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities. Archaeological remains are unlikely to reach the local 
significance threshold under this criterion.  

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• The physical archaeological evidence within this HAMU may include built landforms, 
structural features, intact subfloor deposits, open deposits and scatters, ecological 
samples, and individual artefacts which have potential to yield information relating to major 
historic themes including Convicts, Government and Administration, Law and Order and 
Cultural Sites 

• The likelihood of uncovering intact or substantial remains associated with first and second 
goal is low, and archaeological remains within the Project area may not have the ability to 
demonstrate the site’s past. These remains, however, are located primarily outside the 
study area. There is therefore low potential that outlying or unknown structures, deposits 
or other features are located within the study area. Should an intact and substantial 
convict-era archaeological resource survive, these remains may reach the State 
significance threshold 

• Intact archaeological remains associated with this HAMU have the potential to 
demonstrate past building construction techniques and living conditions, as well as 
evidence of early road construction and remains of the steam tramway 

• Intact and legible archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold 
under this criterion. 

Significance State/Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is low potential that archaeological remains associated with the gaol and factory 
complex would be located in the study area (significant and intact remains would be state 
significant).  
 
There is high potential that archaeological remains associated with the former ‘village green’ 
and WWII era anti-aircraft shelter landforms may survive within the HAMU.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Construction of the Alfred Square light rail stop to the east and associated public 
domain works and utilities adjustment 

 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. There is 
potential that these works will impact on intact archaeological remains.   

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 1 mitigation measures apply.  

Should an intact archaeological resource associated with the convict era, or the former gaol 
and factory complex, be unexpectedly encountered during works, remains may need to be 
conserved in situ. In this instance, re-design may be required to avoid or reduce impact on 
state significant archaeological remains.  
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HAMU 14 Phillip Street

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential

Listings PHALMS AMU 3115, 3158, 3214

Summary of
historical
development

Phillip Street was established by 1814 in an area previously occupied by convict allotments
and open swampland.

Archaeological
potential

Due to disturbance within road corridors resulting from the installation of services and
upgrades, and intensive 20th century development of the area, there is moderate potential for
the following truncated archaeological remains to be located within the study area:

• Structural remains and deposits associated with earlier street frontages (c.1814-late
20th century). Remains may include truncated stone or brick footings, evidence of
basements or other deeper subsurface structural features.

• Evidence of early road construction techniques, including kerbing, road surfaces and
drainage. Earlier hard surfaces and road features may have survived intact within the
roadways.

Due to intensive 20th century development of the area, including the installation of services
and modification of the alignment of road corridors and intersections there is nil to low
potential that archaeological remains associated with the following phases would remain within
the study area.

• Evidence of convict allotments and gardens (c.1790-1814). Ephemeral archaeological
remains may be present, such as truncated deposits in discrete locations and deeper
subsurface features (footing trenches, postholes, wells, dumps and cesspits deposits)
may have a higher likelihood of survival.

Significance
assessment

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to
archaeological sites and relics:

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E):

• Disturbance within the road corridor is likely to have impacted on the intactness of
potential archaeological remains

• There is nil to low potential that this HAMU contains convict-era archaeological remains.
The road corridors within Parramatta contain numerous services and have been
substantially truncated by excavation for these services. Should an intact and substantial
convict-era archaeological resource survive, these remains may reach the State
significance threshold.

• Should intact archaeological remains survive within this HAMU, they would have the
potential to yield insights into domestic and commercial settlement in Parramatta during
the 19th century. The archaeological resource within this HAMU has the potential to
demonstrate early European settlement patterns and residential and commercial
development of Parramatta during the early to late colonial period. Archaeological remains
would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW
Heritage Criterion A, B and D):
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• This HAMU is associated with the earliest settlement of Parramatta and later residential
and commercial development. It is also associated with early transport routes in the area

• Should an intact archaeological resource survive within this HAMU, it would reach the local
significance threshold.

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C):

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU provide evidence of past human culture
and activity, and therefore have potential to yield scientific and historical information. The
archaeological resource is unlikely to reach the local significance threshold under this
criterion.

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage
Criterion A, C, F and G):

• This portion of the study area has the potential to contain archaeological remains that
would demonstrate the past occupation and development phases associated with street
frontages (c.1814-late 19th century) and road construction/transport methods. These
remains would reach the local significance threshold

• Should intact archaeological remains associated with pre-1814 convict occupation of the
area be encountered within these roadways, they would reach the state significance
threshold. However, due to intensive 20th century occupation of the area, and ongoing
modification of the road corridor within the Parramatta CBD, any remains are unlikely to be
intact.

Significance Local

Heritage impact
assessment

The alignment passes in this vicinity of this HAMU; works within these street corridors may be
associated with service relocation, intersection works and public domain modifications.

There is low potential that evidence associated with pre-1814 convict allotments survives
within this HAMU. There is moderate potential that archaeological remains associated with
the 19th century residential and commercial development survive within this HAMU.
Subsequent impacts within the HAMU, including the modification of road alignments and
installation of services, indicate that the archaeological resource is unlikely to be substantially
intact.

Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following:
• Construction of light rail down Church Street
• Resurfacing and utilities adjustment

These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. These
works have the potential to impact on locally significant archaeological remains.

Mitigation and
recommendations Zone 2 mitigation measures apply.



Parramatta Light Rail –Non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment 

  Page 120 
 

HAMU 15 George Street 

Zone 
Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Note, this HAMU spans both Parramatta CBD and the Rosehill/Camellia precincts 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 3018, 3101 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1790 George Street, also known as ‘High Street’, the first east-west track established in the 
Rose Hill settlement, was established. At this time the township of Parramatta was based on a 
grid plan consisting of two roads running north-south (Bridge and Church Streets), and two 
running east-west, including High Street. A landing was established at the end of George 
Street in 1790. A brick storehouse and house for the storekeeper was also built at this time. A 
new three-storey stone storehouse was constructed immediately adjacent to the wharf in 1808 
due to the general state of disrepair of the previous storehouse. 
 
c.1884-1943. George Street tramway. A tramway occupying 8 feet 6 inches of roadway was 
built c.1884 from the wharf at the junction of the Parramatta and Duck Rivers, along George 
Street, to a terminus in O'Connell Street. This was in operation until March 1943. Today 
remains of this tramline also exist beneath Grand Avenue, Noller Parade and Tramway 
Avenue. 
 
c.1872 - The Parramatta Gas Company purchased land on the river in 1872 and immediately 
began construction of the brick retort house. The gasworks opened in 1873, bringing coal 
along the river to the works where it was converted to gas. The Gasworks complex included a 
number of large and small structures adjacent to both George Street and the river, including 
large round gasometers. 
 
Prior to c.1900. Evidence of early phases of occupation along the northern side of George 
Street, including early residences, commercial buildings and the AGL Gasworks. 
 

Previous 
archaeological 
investigations 

In 1996 AMAC undertook investigation at 41-53 George Street (east of the study area). The 
trench closest to the road corridor found that the soil underneath the then car park consisted of 
levelling fill (containing post 1920 bottle shards), which was over natural soil. 
 
In 2014 Dominic Steele excavated at the site of 184-188 George Street (immediately north of 
the study area). Excavation uncovered significant building remains dating to the first half of the 
19th century, and features included footings, a cesspit and a well. Limited artefact deposits 
were uncovered, with most coming from the well. The majority of finds were set back from the 
George Street frontage. The site was assessed as being of local significance. 
 
In 2004 and 2005 Casey & Lowe completed archaeological investigations at 109-113 George 
Street. This area is located immediately adjacent to the south of the current study area. The 
investigation uncovered substantial archaeological remains, including the base of the cellar of 
a c.1814 house, a well associated with 80 years of occupation, the remains of an additional 
two buildings and several pits (both timber-lined and brick-lined). Along with the structural 
remains, some 3731 artefacts were also recovered. 
 
Although substantial archaeological remains were uncovered, the vast majority of the remains 
appear to have been situated away from the road. Therefore, it is unlikely that substantial 
archaeological remains extend into the road corridor. 
 
Archaeological monitoring undertaken within the George Street road corridor during 
Endeavour Energy trenching in 2013 identified a substantial length of sandstone walling 
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associated with an early bridge or culvert navigating a watercourse identified on plans dating 
to the mid-19th century and earlier. The same monitoring program also identified sandstone 
paving that had been laid within a previously low-lying area within the George Street road 
corridor east of Smith Street, and portions of the former George Street tramline were 
identified. 

Archaeological 
potential 

There is high potential that remains of the c.1883-1943 George Street tramline may remain 
intact beneath the current roadway, although previous excavation and service installation is 
likely to have impacted sections. Remains may include imported gravel ballast and other 
material used to bed or build up the tramline, remnant track (including rail, sleepers, bunds, 
concrete slabs) and remains associated with associated stations/stops. 
 
There is high potential that truncated remains associated with early services and drains 
survive within the road corridor.  
 
Much of the area around Queens Street wharf has been built up considerably along the river's 
edge with introduced fill used to level the ground surface and parts of the river bank have been 
reclaimed. The service pits throughout the area and the large outfall pipes which run to the 
river indicate that there has been some disturbance of this area by service trenches. There is 
high potential that remains associated with the Parramatta Gasworks and associated 
commercial and industrial development would be encountered within the Queens Wharf 
Reserve, although they would likely be outside the study area. There may be some toxic 
contamination of deposits associated with the Gasworks infrastructure and substantial 
structural remains. 
 
The development of the Gasworks infrastructure would have affected the survival of earlier 
remains within Queens Street Wharf Reserve, such as the former Emu Hotel fronting George 
Street. There is therefore moderate potential that archaeological remains within the George 
Street road corridor may include the following: 

• Truncated frontages of structures within the George Street roadway, including footings 
and postholes (these are likely to be truncated by modern services)  

• Deeper subsurface structural features that would have been located below building 
frontages, such as basements, light wells, cisterns.  

Significance 
assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• Potential archaeological remains within this HAMU have moderate archaeological 
research potential. These would yield information relating to the construction and building 
materials associated with the steam tramline, constructed through the town of Parramatta 
in 1884 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

 
Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• Potential archaeological remains within this HAMU would be associated with the steam 
tramline, constructed through the town of Parramatta in 1884 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

 
Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 
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• Potential archaeological remains within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities 

• Remains of the Parramatta Gasworks have the potential to demonstrate the development 
of technologies and would have local significance under this criterion.  

 
Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• This HAMU is likely to include physical evidence relating to the development of transport 
systems and infrastructure in Parramatta, the development of large scale industrial activity 
on the Parramatta River in the later 19th century, and the commercial and residential 
development of George Street 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

Significance  Local (State significant archaeology may be present within Queen Street Wharf Reserve 
outside the study area)  

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is high potential that an archaeological resource associated with the George Street 
tramline, Parramatta Gasworks (within the Queen Street Wharf Reserve) early services and 
drains and former building frontages remain within this HAMU. However, subsequent impacts 
within the HAMU, including the modification of road alignments and installation of services, 
indicate that the archaeological resource is unlikely to be substantially intact.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Construction of light rail along George Street between Harris and Alfred Streets 
• Public domain works and utilities adjustment 

 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. 
 
Should an archaeological resource survive within the HAMU, dependent on the location and 
extent of proposed excavation works, they would impact identified archaeological resources. 
Overall, however, the proposed activities are unlikely to impact on substantially intact 
archaeological remains. 

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply.  

Subsurface impacts within Queens Wharf Reserve would be clarified in the Archaeological 
Research Design. Zone 1 mitigation measures may apply.  
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HAMU 16 Macquarie Street  

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 3215, 2887 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1790 Macquarie Street was established. The street was marginal to the main township in the 
early years of the settlement, and was used primarily for agricultural purposes in the 1790s.  
 
The early township of Parramatta was based on a grid plan consisting of two roads running 
north-south (Bridge and Church Streets), and two running east-west, including High Street 
(renamed George and Macquarie Streets). The land in between was divided into town 
allotments for prisoners. Convict huts were typically located more than five to ten metres back 
behind the modern street frontage and are therefore unlikely to be located in the footpaths of 
these early road alignments.  
 
c.1790-c.1820 The Soldiers District: In 1790 Governor Phillip allotted a portion of land for the 
construction of a barracks near the main wharf. A Soldiers District was reserved to the east of 
the barracks, in the approximate location of Robin Thomas Reserve, the Harris Street road 
corridor and further east. It is likely this area was used as a parade ground and garden, and 
potentially for temporary soldier’s accommodation. Archaeological testing undertaken by 
Casey & Lowe (2009) within the Cumberland Press site, at the eastern extent of Macquarie 
Street and west of Harris Street (the Dyldam site) focused on early buildings and/or proposed 
pile locations, no unexpected or specific early deposits or layers were identified which were 
considered to belong to the Soldier’s District.61  It was concluded that the potential 
archaeological resource associated with the Soldiers District is most likely limited to isolated 
artefacts.  
 
By 1822, the area north of Macquarie Street (between Smith and Charles Streets) was 
identified as a 'Prisoners' Barracks', and was part of the convict lumberyard. The lumberyard 
comprised workshops, sawpits, stables, store and offices, all enclosed within a high brick wall. 
The area south of Macquarie Street was identified as a ‘military barracks’. 

Previous 
archaeological 
investigations 

Archaeological test excavations have recently been completed within Arthur Philip High 
School to the south of Macquarie Street (outside the PLR study area). State significant 
archaeological remains of the convict lumberyard and barracks were identified during the 
testing program. In situ conservation of remains along the Macquarie Street frontage has 
subsequently been negotiated through the Department of Planning and Environment approval 
SSD 7237.  

Geotechnical 
results 

Geotechnical investigation for the PLR project were undertaken within this HAMU. No 
archaeological remains were encountered during monitoring of this work.  

Archaeological 
potential 

There is high potential that truncated remains associated with early services and drains 
survive within the road corridor. Excavated footings associated with former 19th century 
buildings are also extant within the Cumberland Press/Dyldam site. It is assumed that these 
remains have been mitigated and therefore no longer have archaeological research potential.  
 
There is moderate potential that archaeological remains within the Macquarie Street (west) 
road corridor may include the following: 

• Truncated frontages of structures, including footings and postholes (these are likely to 
be truncated by modern services)  

• Deeper subsurface structural features that would have been located below building 
frontages, such as basements, light wells, cisterns  

                                                      
61 Mary Casey pers. comm 
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• Deeper subsurface features associated with the c.1822 convict lumberyard and 
prisoner’s barracks. 

 
Due to ongoing modification of the road corridors within the Parramatta CBD, there is low 
potential that archaeological evidence associated with early agricultural uses to survive within 
the Macquarie Street road corridor.   

Significance 
assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• This HAMU has the potential to contain moderate archaeological research potential 
associated with remains of early road surfaces and truncated 19th century residential 
settlement. The level of research potential is dependent on the intact and substantial 
nature of potential remains. These remains have the potential to reach the local 
significance threshold under this criterion.  

• The HAMU may contain rare evidence relating to the former military barracks and lumber 
yards. Remains associated with the lumber yards have been recently identified during 
archaeological testing work undertaken at Arthur Philip High School (outside the study 
area). The potential that these remains exist within the Macquarie Street road corridor, 
however, are low. Early development was oriented towards Macquarie Street, and 
remains are likely to have been disturbed or removed by modern development and road 
construction. It is unlikely that an archaeological resource associated with this period 
survives within this HAMU. However, should an intact and substantial convict-era 
archaeological resource survive, these remains would reach the State significance 
threshold. 
 

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• This HAMU has potential to contain archaeological remains associated with early 
transport routes and century residential settlement in Parramatta. Should an intact 
resource survive, these remains would reach the local significance threshold. 
 

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• Potential archaeological remains within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities. Archaeological remains are unlikely to reach the 
locals significance threshold under this criterion.  

 
Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• Potential archaeological remains within this HAMU have the ability to demonstrate past 
road building techniques and residential settlement in 19th century Parramatta. These 
remains have the potential to reach the local significance threshold under this criterion 

• Should intact archaeological remains associated with convict lumberyard and military 
barracks be encountered within Macquarie Street, they would reach the state significance 
threshold. However, due to intensive 20th century occupation of the area, and ongoing 
modification of the road corridor within the Parramatta CBD, any remains are unlikely to be 
intact. 

Significance  State/Local 
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Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is low potential that archaeological remains associated with the convict lumberyard and 
barracks extend into Macquarie Street. 
 
There is moderate potential that archaeological remains associated with the 19th century 
residential and commercial development survive within this HAMU. However, subsequent 
impacts within the HAMU, including the modification of road alignments and installation of 
services, indicate that the archaeological resource is unlikely to be substantially intact.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Construction of light rail along Macquarie Street 
• Construction of the Parramatta Square and Harris Street light rail stops 
• Public domain works and utilities adjustment 

 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. 
Should an archaeological resource survive within the HAMU, dependent on the location and 
extent of proposed excavation works, they would impact identified archaeological resources. 
Overall, however, the proposed activities are unlikely to impact on substantially intact 
archaeological remains. 

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 

It is noted that the geotechnical findings were in draft at the time of writing. The finalised 
results of the geotechnical investigations should be incorporated into the findings and 
recommendations of the ARD. 
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HAMU 17 Horwood Place 

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 2894, 3075, 3082, 3174, 3177  

Summary of 
historical 
development 

Land surrounding Horwood Place was originally part of the Rose Hill settlement and 
associated with various land grants given to free settlers. The Township of Parramatta was 
established and formalised in 1790 at which time George, Macquarie and Church Streets were 
established. Both Church and George Streets formed the centre of commercial activity in 
Parramatta.  
 
Various new streets were laid out into a grid pattern by 1811, however Horwood Place was not 
established until 1951. Instead, it was located within a street block bounded by George Street 
to the north, Smith Street to the east, Macquarie Street to the south and Church Street to the 
west. An 1813 plan shows one building within its current alignment, fronting onto George 
Street. A later 1844 plan includes five small structures occupying the same area. The latter are 
likely to represent two residences and their associated outbuildings.   
 
By 1895, a survey recorded three buildings occupying the current Harwood place alignment; 
one fronting onto George Street, one onto Macquarie Street and one in the centre of the block.  
A 1943 aerial indicates that much of the land within the current Horwood Place alignment was 
unoccupied by this time, perhaps in anticipation of its construction. The only existing buildings 
are two small, single storey structures located within the centre of the block. The aerial shows 
the block as occupied by a mix of residential buildings with substantial backyards, and larger 
structures likely associated with small scale industries or offices. 
 
The street is currently associated with mid-twentieth century architecture, a result of its late 
establishment. These consist of single and double storey buildings and a multi-level car park.  

Archaeological 
potential 

There is a high potential that archaeological remains associated with structures shown on the 
1895 plan for this area within the alignment of Horwood Place, fronting George and Macquarie 
Streets and within the centre of the block, may exist beneath the current roadway. Deeper 
subsurface features, such as wells and cess pits may also remain intact within some parts of 
the roadway 
 
An archaeological assessment of 3 Horwood Place was prepared by HLA Envirosciences in 
1999 and test excavations were carried out at the site. This report indicated that a convict hut 
had existed on the site, though associated archaeological deposits were unlikely to have 
survived intact. This site has since been redeveloped, removing all archaeological potential. 

Significance 
Assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• If intact or substantial archaeological remains were uncovered within this HAMU, they 
would have moderate research significance. They have the potential to yield information 
regarding early residential and commercial settlement within along Church, Macquarie and 
George Streets. Remains may also provide insights into earlier land uses and/or later 
development, particularly within areas at the rear of businesses and homes 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 
 

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• Potential archaeological remains within this HAMU are associated with early town planning 
practices, residential and commercial settlement within Parramatta, as well as early 
settlement and land use within Rose Hill 
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• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 
 

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities. The archaeological remains are unlikely to reach the 
local significance threshold under this criterion.  
 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• If intact and substantial archaeological remains were uncovered within this HAMU, they 
would have the ability to demonstrate early building practices and living conditions for 
those who resided and worked in the area. They also have the potential to illustrate the 
use of the area by early commercial enterprises 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

Significance  Local  

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is high potential that archaeological remains associated with the 19th century residential 
and commercial development survive within this HAMU. However, subsequent impacts within 
the HAMU, including the modification of road alignments and installation of services, indicate 
that the archaeological resource is unlikely to be substantially intact.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Public domain works and utilities adjustment 
 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. 
 
Should an archaeological resource survive within the HAMU, dependent on the location and 
extent of proposed excavation works, they would impact identified archaeological resources. 
Overall, however, the proposed activities are unlikely to impact on substantially intact 
archaeological remains. 

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply 
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HAMU 18 The Town Drain - Macquarie Street and Barrack Lane 

Zone Zone 1 - State significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  
Parramatta LEP I647  

PHALMS AMU 3101, 3215 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

A convict brick barrel drain was between 1820 and 1836 to improve drainage of low lying 
areas of the town. It was created to disperse stormwater, commencing near junction of Church 
and Darcy Streets and discharging into Parramatta River.  
 
The drain was constructed in two phases. Phase one dates to the early 1820s and is a brick 
oviform drain constructed using convict labour. The older portion of the drain consists of a 
double skin of sandstock bricks loosely cemented with mud mortar and packed with sand and 
clay. These sections are circular in section and about 1m in diameter. Running east-west 
across the block bounded by George, Macquarie and Smith Streets and Barrack Lane is a 
later extension sandstone box drain dated 1841-2.  
 
The phase one brick oviform drain was identified during work on Smith Street undertaken by 
Heritage Concepts in 200662, and again by Casey & Lowe in 2009. Sections of this drain have 
been revealed and recorded on adjacent sites and a section of the drain is currently on display 
in the foyer of the building at 16-18 Smith Street, Parramatta. 
 
The drain as it exists today contains a number of sections that have been modified or 
removed. Later alterations have resulted in a range of modifications, including capping the 
lower half of the brick barrel drain or recapping the box drain with cement slabs.  

Archaeological 
potential 

Archaeological investigations undertaken by Casey & Lowe in 2013 identified that the portion 
of the drain crossing Macquarie Street remains intact, and is in the c.1820 brick barrel form.  
 
In-situ remains of the c.1840 sandstone box drain in Barrack Lane are likely to have been 
disturbed/truncated by later roadworks and service installation, however there may be 
unimpacted sections in good condition/structural integrity. 
 
The drains are likely to be associated with backfilled deposits containing discarded refuse pre-
dating or contemporary with the construction of the drain. Deposits within the drain have 
potential to provide environmental data.  
 

Significance 
Assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• The potential archaeological resource within this HAMU are likely to contain moderate 
research potential associated with a c.1840 sandstone box drain in Barrack Lane and 
1820 convict built brick oviform drain. Potential remains within and associated with the 
drains and subsequent backfilling may provide potential environmental data associated 
with 19th century settlement and land use in the area. The archaeological resource would 
reach the state significance threshold under this criterion.  
 

                                                      
62 Heritage Concepts, April 2006. Parramatta Transport Interchange Bus Operations & Ancillary Facilities Smith 
Street, Parramatta. 
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HAMU 18 The Town Drain - Macquarie Street and Barrack Lane 

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• The potential archaeological resources within this HAMU are likely to be associated with a 
c.1840 sandstone box drain in Barrack Lane and 1820 convict built brick oviform drain. 
These would represent early town planning and settlement patterns in Parramatta. The 
archaeological resource would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The potential archaeological resources within this HAMU may have aesthetic and technical 
significance if intact remains of the c.1840 sandstone box drain and 1820 convict built 
brick oviform drain are uncovered. It would show early technological advances in town 
planning and drainage in Parramatta and designs associated with this particular period. 
The archaeological resource would reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• The potential archaeological resources within the c.1840 sandstone box drain and 1820 
convict built brick oviform drain have the ability to demonstrate past drainage techniques, 
construction methods, routes and environmental data associated with early phases of 
Parramatta’s occupation history. The archaeological resource would reach the state 
significance threshold under this criterion.  

Listed heritage 
item 

Statement of significance – Brick barrel drain 
 
The brick barrel drain in Parramatta is of significance for the local area for its historical and 
aesthetic values, for its rarity and scientific potential. The drain, believed to be built in the 
1820s, has historical significance as the oldest known example of its type in NSW. The item 
has aesthetic/technological significance for its ability to convey information on the design and 
construction technology of this type of item. It is a rare surviving example of early colonial 
period engineering and town planning practices in Parramatta. The grounds surrounding the 
item may provide potentially important further information to future researchers.63 

Significance State 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

The Macquarie Street portion of the brick barrel drain remains intact. The Barrack Lane portion 
is likely to have been partially disturbed.  
 
Project activities, such as the construction of light rail stops, excavation for the track slab and 
associated public domain and service works, would result in a number of subsurface impacts 
throughout the HAMU. These would be to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres.  
 
As the town drain in Macquarie Street is not located at significant depth, excavation works 
within this portion of the HAMU may result in impact to an intact original section of the 
Parramatta Town Drain, and would also remove any artefacts or original deposits in 
association.  

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 1 mitigation measures apply. 

                                                      
63 OEH SHI listing for Convict Drain. Accessed online on 13/1/2017 at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5062801 
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It is recommended that alternative construction methods be considered to avoid impact to the 
Town Drain, particularly in George Street. In addition, a suitable buffer should be established 
to prevent impact to the structure from vibration during construction works.  
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HAMU 19 Barrack Lane  

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 3157, 3101 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

Barrack Lane was formalised by 1836 as part of the new Prisoner’s Barracks complex, 
although it is likely that the establishment of the lane was a formalisation of an earlier through-
way utilised by people living in the area.   

Previous 
archaeological 
investigation  

In 1991 Wendy Thorp undertook archaeological investigation at the northeast end of the study 
area within Barrack Lane.  
 
The property to the west of the site, 79 George Street, was excavated in 1989 by Edward 
Higginbotham & Associates. During this excavation, the remains of early houses, a drain and 
features including post holes and small pits were uncovered.  
 
Trenching undertaken by Endeavour Energy within Barrack Lane in 2013 was monitored by 
Casey & Lowe. This investigation identified a substantially truncated brick feature at some 
depth. The investigation suggests that archaeological remains in Barrack Lane have been 
largely removed by modern services.  

Archaeological 
potential 

Due to 20th century road works and excavations for service installation any archaeological 
features within Barrack Lane are likely to have been substantially disturbed. There is low 
potential for archaeological remains pre-dating the establishment of Barrack Lane in 1836 to 
survive within the study area. These remains may include the following evidence of land 
clearing, including tree boles, truncated structural remains (stone and brick footings), 
postholes associated with verandahs and outbuildings, truncated earth floor surfaces and 
flagging, discrete evidence of garden soils and yard deposits, truncated wells, privies, cisterns 
and associated deposits, rubbish dumps and isolated artefacts, evidence of landscape 
modification including drainage, swales, dams and environmental data. 

Significance 
Assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• If intact archaeological remains associated with this HAMU were uncovered, they would 
contain exceptional archaeological research potential associated with the former prisoner’s 
barracks. However, impacts associated with modern development and road construction 
are likely to have removed or disturbed these remains. Should an intact and substantial 
convict-era archaeological resource survive, these remains may reach the State 
significance threshold. 

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• If intact archaeological remains associated with this HAMU were uncovered, they would be 
associated with early settlement of Parramatta and the former prisoner’s barracks. Should 
an intact and substantial convict-era archaeological resource survive, these remains may 
reach the State significance threshold. 

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 
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• The potential archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic 
significance although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may 
have distinctive/attractive visual qualities. The archaeological remains within this HAMU 
are unlikely to reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• The potential archaeological resources within this HAMU have the potential to 
demonstrate past activities associated with agricultural practices and prisoner’s 
accommodations and related activities. Should an intact and substantial convict-era 
archaeological resource survive, these remains may reach the State significance 
threshold. 

Significance State/Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is low potential that archaeological remains associated with the 19th century residential 
and commercial development survive within this HAMU. Subsequent impacts within the 
HAMU, including the installation of services, indicate that the archaeological resource is 
unlikely to be substantially intact.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Establishment of the Barrack Lane compound site 
• Utilities adjustment and installation of a substation. 

 
It is assumed that excavation associated with the establishment of the compound site would 
be minimal. Therefore, archaeological resources within this HAMU may be subject to minor 
impacts.   
 
Should an archaeological resource survive within the HAMU, dependent on the location and 
extent of proposed excavation works, they would impact identified archaeological resources. 
Overall, however, the proposed activities are unlikely to impact on substantially intact 
archaeological remains. 

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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HAMU 20 Former Soldiers District (Robin Thomas Reserve, east Macquarie Street, Harris 
and George Streets)  

Zone Zone 1 - State significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  

‘Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape’ - SHR 1863 

Robin Thomas Reserve - NSW Department of Primary Industries s170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register, Parramatta LEP A2. 

PHALMS AMU 3038, 2944, 3037, 2887 

Summary of 
historical 
development and 
analysis  

c.1790-c.1820 The Soldiers District and The Rum Corp Barracks: In 1790 Governor Phillip 
allotted a portion of land for the construction of a barracks near the main wharf, where boats 
from the Sydney township unloaded. This was to the east of present-day Robin Thomas 
Reserve. A Soldiers District was reserved to the east of the barracks, in the approximate 
location of Robin Thomas Reserve, the Harris Street road corridor and further east. It is likely 
this area was used as a parade ground and garden, and potentially for temporary soldier’s 
accommodation. Archaeological testing undertaken by Casey & Lowe (2009) within the 
Cumberland Press/Dyldam site to the south of George Street focused on early buildings 
and/or proposed pile locations, no unexpected or specific early deposits or layers were 
identified which were considered to belong to the Soldier’s District.  It was concluded that the 
potential archaeological resource associated with the Soldiers District is most likely limited to 
isolated artefacts.  
 
Brick making and construction commenced in September of 1790 and the buildings were 
occupied by May 1791. Historic plans dating to 1792 and 1804 indicate that the barracks 
consisted of a U-shaped complex of buildings. As the buildings were made of poorly fired 
bricks, and bonded using inferior clay mortar, it soon became apparent that the building would 
not last long without ongoing maintenance. In 1817 Governor Macquarie stated that a new 
barracks would be needed, and a replacement was erected by February 1820 on the site of 
the current Lancer Barracks. The Rum Corp barracks appear to have been demolished at 
some point prior to 1823, and they do not appear on Stewart’s plan of that date.  
 
Test trenching undertaken by Casey & Lowe in 2003 identified an internal brick footing and 
sandstone drain consistent with early convict-built buildings and likely associated with the 
westernmost building of the barracks on the eastern side of Robin Thomas reserve. This data, 
combined with mapping overlays and knowledge of mapping inaccuracies, would suggest that 
the former barracks were located further east than the 1804 plan suggests. The remains were 
also found to be intact and at a relatively shallow depth of 200mm to 300mm below the 
surface. 
 
c.1814 The establishment of Harris Street: Harris Street is present on the 1814 plan of 
Parramatta, and appears to pre-date the establishment of the Rum Corp Barracks.  
 
c.1854 Purchase Nursery: The 1895 Detail Series shows the shop on the corner of Harris and 
George Streets. A large north-south oriented building appears to have been the Purchase 
residence. Seven brick cottages with outbuildings to the rear are oriented to George Street in 
the east. In 1912 the estate was listed as containing a stone cottage, a weatherboard cottage, 
plant sheds and bush houses. The stone cottage was demolished in the 1930s. By 1951, the 
subject area had been redeveloped. The terrace row of cottages had been demolished and 
replaced by four free-standing houses. The rear of the large rectangular building at 137 
George Street had been demolished, along with a number of the outbuildings. The building on 
the corner of George and Harris Streets appears to have survived until this time. 
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HAMU 20 Former Soldiers District (Robin Thomas Reserve, east Macquarie Street, Harris 
and George Streets)  

Archaeological 
potential 

Due to the generally intact nature of Robin Thomas Reserve, there is high potential for HAMU 
13 to contain archaeological remains associated with the following phases: 

• The Purchase Nursery (1854) and shop. Archaeological remains associated with this 
phase of use may include structural remains (brick and stone footings, postholes and 
flooring associated with residences, sheds and outbuildings), imported garden soils or 
evidence of ploughing, rubbish pits and unstratified artefacts mixed throughout soils, 
wells, cisterns and cesspits or privies, yard surfaces and artefact scatters, 
environmental data. 

 
Due to the ephemeral nature of the potential archaeological resource, and later impact during 
the Purchase periods\ of ownership, there is moderate potential for HAMU 13 to contain 
archaeological remains associated with the following phases: 

• The Soldiers District and garden (c.1790-c.1820). Archaeological evidence of the 
former Soldiers district is likely to be limited to isolated artefacts, such as gun flints 
(gun flints, however, are frequently found on non-military sites). However, there is 
limited potential for remains of ephemeral structures associated with short-term 
occupation of the Soldier’s District to survive. These remains may include postholes, 
rubbish scatters or compacted surfaces. Evidence land modification associated with 
the solders garden may include drainage lines, swales, dams, ponds garden soils, 
plough marks, modification of watercourses, evidence of removal of trees and 
vegetation, environmental data.  

 
Due to inaccuracies in early mapping techniques, and based on archaeological testing 
undertaken by Casey & Lowe (as outlined above), there is low potential for HAMU 13 to 
contain structural archaeological remains associated with the c.1790-c.1820 Military Barracks 
structures. Undocumented outbuildings, however, cannot be discounted. Remains may 
include structural remains (brick and stone footings, postholes and flooring), intact subfloor 
deposits, yard surfaces and rubbish scatters, rubbish pits, undocumented outbuildings (e.g. 
external kitchen buildings, cesspits and privies). 
 
Evidence of c.1790 brick making is likely to be located south of the study area, closer to Clay 
Cliff Creek. Therefore, there is low potential for the study area to contain evidence of clay 
extraction, brick clamps or kilns.  

Potential 
significance  

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• This HAMU has potential to contain archaeological remains of exceptional research 
significance. If substantial or intact remains were uncovered, they have the potential to 
yield information relating to the Soldiers District and garden (c.1790-c.1820), the 
development of Harris' estate and the Purchase Nursery 

• Should intact and legible archaeological remains associated with the Soldier’s District 
survive within this HAMU, they would reach the state significance threshold under this 
criterion 

• Archaeological remains associated with the Purchase Nursery would reach the local 
significance threshold. 

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 
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HAMU 20 Former Soldiers District (Robin Thomas Reserve, east Macquarie Street, Harris 
and George Streets)  

• This HAMU is associated with the Soldiers District and garden (c.1790-c.1820), the 
development of Harris' estate and the Purchase Nursery, all of which represent important 
developments in Parramatta’s history 

• Should intact and legible archaeological remains associated with the Soldier’s District 
survive within this HAMU, they would reach the state significance threshold under this 
criterion 

• Archaeological remains associated with the Purchase Nursery would reach the local 
significance threshold. 

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The potential archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic 
significance although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may 
have distinctive/attractive visual qualities. The potential archaeological resource is unlikely 
to reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• The potential archaeological resource within this HAMU have the ability to demonstrate 
use of the area for the Soldiers District and garden (c.1790-c.1820), the development of 
Harris' estate and the Purchase Nursery. This would include activities that took place 
around them, construction methods and landscape modifications 

• Should intact and legible archaeological remains associated with the Soldier’s District 
survive within this HAMU, they would reach the state significance threshold under this 
criterion 

• Archaeological remains associated with the Purchase Nursery would reach the local 
significance threshold. 

Listed heritage 
item 

Statement of significance – Robin Thomas Reserve 
 
Site of Military Barracks and Soldiers Garden  
The site of Military Barracks and Soldiers Garden is of state significance for its association 
with the establishment of the town of Parramatta and for its association with the works of 
Governor Arthur Phillip. Governor Phillip established a settlement at Parramatta in 1788 and 
by 1790 he commenced building works to establish vital infrastructure for a town. Amongst the 
early building works he undertook, was the construction of military barracks for the town 
garrison. The barracks are also significant for their association with the New South Wales 
Corps. The NSW Corps arrived as guards on the Second Fleet in June 1790 to relieve the 
marines who had accompanied the First Fleet. Members of the NSW Corps served as the 
garrison at Parramatta and were housed in the newly erected military barracks.  
 
The site of the Military Barracks and Soldiers Garden is a rare archaeological site. It was one 
of two military barracks built during the period of Captain Arthur Phillip's term as Governor of 
NSW. The site, which was occupied by the NSW Corps in May 1791, has the potential to 
provide the earliest surviving physical evidence of a convict period military barracks in 
Australia. Relics and deposits of the Military Barracks and Soldiers Garden may yield 
knowledge, which may not be available from other sources, about the nature of the 
institutionalised life of soldiers in the early colony. In addition, archaeological remains 
associated with the barracks may contribute to our knowledge of the nature and availability of 
building resources in NSW in the late 18th and early 19th Century.64 
 
This item is listed as having State significance. 

                                                      
64 OEH SHI listing for Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape. Accessed online on 13/1/2017 at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5061073 
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HAMU 20 Former Soldiers District (Robin Thomas Reserve, east Macquarie Street, Harris 
and George Streets)  

Cultural heritage 
assessment 

The cultural landscape values of ‘Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape’ (also 
known as Robin Thomas Reserve) are assessed in the Built Heritage Technical paper. This 
has been divided to allow a detailed assessment of heritage values as they relate to either 
built heritage or archaeology. The built heritage report assessed the following: 
 
Direct impact: Moderate 
The proposed project alignment would be located within the heritage curtilage of the item and 
run along part of its western and northern boundaries. The alignment would involve the 
removal of seven of significant trees (six Ficus hilli, one Jacaranda mimosifolia), and 
landscape elements, such as part of the open grassed area. This would result in the reduction 
of the heritage curtilage along the eastern side and the landscape values of the item would be 
diminished. A large majority of the reserve would be retained for continued use. Lines of 
mature trees located across the reserve and along its southern boundary would be retained so 
that the impact of the Parramatta Light Rail would remain moderate overall. The State heritage 
values of the site encompassed in its archaeological potential are assessed in a separate non-
Aboriginal archaeological impact assessment. Overall, the proposed works would result in a 
moderate direct impact to the curtilage and landscape values of the Aboriginal and Early 
Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve). The item would continue to meet the threshold 
for State significance. 
 
Visual impact: Moderate 
The proposed project alignment would introduce a new element to the visual landscape of the 
Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve). The proposed 
curtilage reduction and removal of three mature fig trees would result in a visual impact to the 
landscape values. The proposed project alignment would concentrate on the edges of the park 
and run along part of the western and northern boundaries so that the overall open landscape 
layout of the reserve would be retained. There would be a visual impact as a result of the 
overhead wiring above the rail alignment. The proposed project alignment would result in a 
moderate visual impact to the Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas 
Reserve) overall. The item would continue to meet the threshold for State significance. 
 
Potential indirect impact: Minor 
The proposed works would have a potential indirect impact to tree root systems, tree branches 
and landscape features through works in proximity to heritage items. Vibration levels would be 
under the cosmetic damage screening level. Any potential impact would be minimised and 
managed by the preparation of a CEMP for the project as outlined in Section 10.0 of this 
report. 

Significance State/Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is high potential that an archaeological resource associated with the Purchase Nursery, 
the soldiers district and garden and military survive within this HAMU. Subsequent impacts 
within this HAMU appear to be limited, and it can be assumed that large areas of intact 
archaeology would survive.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Construction of light rail track on the western side of Robin Thomas Reserve between 
Macquarie and George Streets 

• Public domain works and utilities adjustment 
 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. 
 
The proposed excavation works would impact on archaeological remains associated with the 
Purchase Nursery, and any surviving remains associated with the Soldiers District.  
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HAMU 20 Former Soldiers District (Robin Thomas Reserve, east Macquarie Street, Harris 
and George Streets)  

Cumulative 
impact 
assessment 

The proposed works within the Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin 
Thomas Reserve) would result in a moderate direct and visual impact to the listed heritage 
curtilage and cultural landscape values.  
 
This archaeological assessment concludes that the area has high potential to contain an 
archaeological resource associated with the Purchase Nursery, the Soldiers District and 
garden and military to survive within Historical Archaeological Management Unit (HAMU) 20. 
Subsequent impacts within HAMU 20 appear to be limited, and it can be assumed that large 
areas of intact archaeology would survive. The proposed works would result in excavation 
impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. The proposed excavation works would impact on 
archaeological remains associated with the Purchase Nursery, and any surviving remains 
associated with the Soldiers District. 
 
Overall, the proposed works would result in a moderate to major impact on the heritage 
significance of Ancient Aboriginal and Early Colonial Landscape (Robin Thomas Reserve). 

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 1 mitigation measures apply. 

It is recommended that impacts within Robin Thomas Reserve be avoided where possible in 
order to retain its intact and significant cultural heritage and archaeological significance.   
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HAMU 21 Commissariat and barracks (George Street east)  

Zone 
Zone 1 - State significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Note, this HAMU spams both Parramatta CBD and the Rosehill/Camellia precincts 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 3031 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1825 Commissariat and former barracks: In 1825 a substantial four-storey commissariat 
store was built between present-day Noller Parade and George Street. Within three years the 
store had been converted into a military barracks which was later used as an immigration 
depot. In 1862 the barracks were adapted for reuse as the Parramatta Benevolent Asylum for 
infirm and destitute men, which had been converted to accommodate up to 250 men by 1870. 
The asylum was demolished in 1937 and the area developed in 1948 as a unified housing 
scheme by the Housing Commission of NSW.     
 
c.1881-1943 A private tramway linking the deep water wharves in the east to the western part 
of Parramatta CBD was constructed along George Street in 1881. Remains of this tramline 
also exist beneath Noller Parade, Tramway Avenue and Grand Avenue North. The line 
remained in use until March 1943 (Figure 3-34).  Portions of this tramline were identified by 
Casey & Lowe during archaeological monitoring of trenching within the George Street road 
corridor in 2013. The portion of the tramline within the study area is likely to remain intact. 

Archaeological 
potential 

There is high potential that remains of the c.1883-1943 George Street tramline may remain 
intact beneath the current roadway, although previous excavation and service installation is 
likely to have impacted sections. Portions of the line were identified by Casey & Lowe during 
archaeological monitoring in George Street in 2013. Remains may include imported gravel 
ballast and other material used to bed or build up the tramline, remnant track (including rail, 
sleepers, bunds, concrete slabs) and remains associated with associated stations/stops. 
 
c.1825 Commissariat and former barracks: The 1844 plan of Parramatta shows the barrack 
building to be located within present day Noller Parade and George Street, although Varman 
suggests the actual location of the remains are further north. By the 1895 Parramatta Detail 
series a number of smaller structures had been constructed on the George Street frontage.  
It is likely that archaeological remains of any structures located on the present-day George 
Street frontage have been disturbed by road construction and the excavation of service lines.  
There is moderate potential that archaeological remains of the barracks remain within the 
study area. Evidence is likely to consist of postholes associated with fencing on the southern 
boundary of the site and evidence of footings constructed of stone or brick.  

Significance 
Assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• Potential archaeological remains associated with the 1883-1943 George Street tramline 
are unlikely to yield information not readily available through existing archival documents, 
photographs and plans. This structure is well represented in the archaeological record. 
Highly intact remains would reach the local significance threshold. 

• There is low potential for intact archaeological remains associated with the c.1825 
Commissariat and former barracks to exist within the study area. Truncated or disturbed 
remains are unlikely to provide useful information. However, if intact or substantial 
deposits were uncovered, there is potential to contain research significance related to 
structures associated area, or activities that took place within it. Intact and legible 
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archaeological remains associated with the former barracks would reach the state 
significance threshold under this criterion.  

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• The potential archaeological remains within this HAMU are associated with the 1883-1943 
George Street tramline and c.1825 Commissariat and former barracks. These items reflect 
significant institutional and transport developments in Parramatta over time. 
Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities 

• Potential archaeological remains associated with the 1883-1943 George Street tramline 
may have technological significance as an example of an early form of public transport in 
NSW. Highly intact evidence associated with the tramline may reach the local significance 
threshold. 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• Potential archaeological remains associated with the 1883-1943 George Street tramline 
have the ability to demonstrate past construction methods and technology associated with 
early tram design in newly established colonies. Intact and legible archaeological remains 
associated with the tramline would reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion 

• Although there is low potential for archaeological remains associated with the c.1825 
Commissariat and former barracks to exist within the study area, intact remains would 
have the ability to demonstrate the built and cultural landscape associated with the site. 
Intact and legible archaeological remains associated with the former barracks would reach 
the state significance threshold under this criterion. 

Significance State/Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is high potential that archaeological remains associated with the George Street 
tramway remain within the HAMU (local significance). There is moderate potential that 
archaeological remains associated with the commissariat and barracks survive due to 
subsequent impacts within the HAMU, including the modification of road alignments and 
installation of services. An early archaeological resource is unlikely to be substantially intact.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Construction of light rail track 
• Public domain works and utilities adjustment 

 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. 
 
The proposed excavation works in this location have moderate potential to impact on 
archaeological remains associated with the former commissariat and barracks. 
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HAMU 21 Commissariat and barracks (George Street east)  

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 1 mitigation measures apply. 
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HAMU 22 Smith Street 

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 3115, 3158, 3214 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

Smith Street was established by 1814 in an area previously occupied by convict allotments 
and open swampland.  

Archaeological 
potential 

Due to disturbance within road corridors resulting from the installation of services and 
upgrades, and intensive 20th century development of the area, there is moderate potential for 
the following truncated archaeological remains to be located within the study area: 

• Structural remains and deposits associated with earlier street frontages (c.1814-late 
20th century). Remains may include truncated stone or brick footings, evidence of 
basements or other deeper subsurface structural features.  

• Evidence of early road construction techniques, including kerbing, roads surfaces and 
drainage. Earlier hard surfaces and road features may have survived intact within the 
noted roadways.  

Due to intensive 20th century development of the area, including the installation of services 
and modification of the alignment of road corridors and intersections there is nil to low 
potential that archaeological remains associated with the following phases would remain within 
the study area.  

• Evidence of convict allotments and gardens (c.1790-1814). Ephemeral archaeological 
remains may be present, such as truncated deposits in discrete locations and deeper 
subsurface features (footing trenches, postholes, wells, dumps and cesspits deposits) 
may have a higher likelihood of survival. 

Significance 
assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• This HAMU is likely to have moderate archaeological research potential. However, 
disturbance within the road corridor is likely to have impacted intact archaeological 
remains, and reduced their research significance.  

• If intact remains were uncovered, they would have the potential to yield insights into 
domestic and commercial settlement in Parramatta during the 19th century 

• Intact archaeological remains associated with the pre-1814 development of Parramatta 
survive within this HAMU they would have State significance. Remains dating to this 
period are likely to be highly disturbed.  

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• This HAMU is associated with the spread of the settlement to the north side of the river in 
the early 1800s and later residential and commercial development. It is also associated 
with early transport routes in the area. Remains would reach the local significance 
threshold under this criterion.  
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HAMU 22 Smith Street 

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU provide evidence of past human culture 
and activity, and therefore have potential to yield scientific and historical information. 
Remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• This portion of the study area has the potential to contain archaeological remains which 
would demonstrate the past occupation and development phases associated with street 
frontages (c.1814-late 20th century) and road construction/transport methods. These 
remains would reach the local significance threshold if intact and legible 

• Should intact archaeological remains associated with pre-1814 convict occupation of the 
area be encountered within these roadways, they would reach the state significance 
threshold. However, due to intensive 20th century occupation of the area, and ongoing 
modification of the road corridor within the Parramatta CBD, any remains are unlikely to be 
intact.  

Significance  State/Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is moderate potential that archaeological remains associated with the 19th century 
residential and commercial development survive within this HAMU. Subsequent impacts within 
the HAMU, including the modification of road alignments and installation of services, indicate 
that the archaeological resource is unlikely to be substantially intact.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Utilities adjustment (drainage and services) 
 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. 
 
Should an archaeological resource survive within the HAMU, dependent on the location and 
extent of proposed excavation works, they would impact identified archaeological resources. 
Overall, however, the proposed activities are unlikely to impact on substantially intact 
archaeological remains 

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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HAMU 23 Charles Street 

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 3214 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

Charles Street was established by 1804, although historic plans do not provide a clear 
indication of whether the road corridor traversed an earlier convict hut property. Archaeological 
work undertaken on the Meriton site by Casey & Lowe in 2004 identified that it is unlikely that 
substantial archaeological remains of former structures extend into the Charles Street road 
corridor.65 

Archaeological 
potential 

Due to disturbance within road corridors resulting from the installation of services and 
upgrades, and intensive 20th century development of the area, there is moderate potential for 
the following truncated archaeological remains to be located within the study area: 

• Structural remains and deposits associated with earlier street frontages (c.1814-late 
20th century). Remains may include truncated stone or brick footings, evidence of 
basements or other deeper subsurface structural features.  

• Evidence of early road construction techniques, including kerbing, roads surfaces and 
drainage. Earlier hard surfaces and road features may have survived intact within the 
noted roadways.  

Due to intensive 20th century development of the area, including the installation of services 
and modification of the alignment of road corridors and intersections there is nil to low 
potential that archaeological remains associated with the following phases would remain within 
the study area.  

• Evidence of convict allotments and gardens (c.1790-1814). Ephemeral archaeological 
remains may be present, such as truncated deposits in discrete locations and deeper 
subsurface features (footing trenches, postholes, wells, dumps and cesspits deposits) 
may have a higher likelihood of survival. 

Significance 
assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• This HAMU is likely to have moderate archaeological research potential. However, 
disturbance within the road corridor is likely to have impacted intact archaeological 
remains, and reduced their research significance 

• If intact remains were uncovered, they would have the potential to yield insights into 
domestic and commercial settlement in Parramatta during the 19th century 

• Intact archaeological remains associated with the pre-1814 development of Parramatta 
survive within this HAMU they would have State significance. Remains dating to this 
period are likely to be highly disturbed.  

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

                                                      
65 Casey & Lowe, 2012: 28 
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HAMU 23 Charles Street 

• This HAMU is associated with the development of the settlement of Parramatta in the early 
1800s and later residential and commercial development. It is also associated with early 
transport routes in the area. 

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU provide evidence of past human culture 
and activity, and therefore have potential to yield scientific and historical information. 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• This portion of the study area has the potential to contain archaeological remains that 
would demonstrate the past occupation and development phases associated with street 
frontages (c.1814-late 20th century) and road construction/transport methods  

• Should intact archaeological remains associated with pre-1814 convict occupation of the 
area be encountered within these roadways, they would reach the state significance 
threshold. However, due to intensive 20th century occupation of the area, and ongoing 
modification of the road corridor within the Parramatta CBD, any remains are unlikely to be 
intact.  

Significance  State/Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is moderate potential that archaeological remains associated with 19th century 
residential and commercial development survive within this HAMU, and nil-low potential for 
survival of a pre-1804 convict hut resource. Subsequent impacts within the HAMU, including 
the modification of road alignments and installation of services, indicate that the 
archaeological resource is unlikely to be substantially intact.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Public domain works and utilities adjustment 
 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. 
 
Should an archaeological resource survive within the HAMU, dependent on the location and 
extent of proposed excavation works, they would impact identified archaeological resources. 
Overall, however, the proposed activities are unlikely to impact on substantially intact 
archaeological remains 

Mitigation and 
recommendations Zone 2 mitigation measures apply.  
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HAMU 24 Parramatta CBD off Corridor works  

Zone  Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

The early township of Parramatta was based on a grid plan consisting of two roads running 
north-south (Bridge and Church Streets), and two running east-west (George and Macquarie 
Streets). The land in between was divided into town allotments for prisoners. Convict huts 
were typically located more than five to ten metres back behind the modern street frontage 
and are therefore unlikely to be located in the footpaths of these early road alignments. A 
number of additional streets were laid out by 1811, and ongoing modifications to the road 
network included Governor Macquarie’s alteration of the eastern boundary of the Government 
Domain to O’Connell Street.  

Archaeological 
potential 

Intersections, road corridors and footpaths within Parramatta are typically highly disturbed 
through the installation of utilities and ongoing road surface and alignment modifications.  
 
There is moderate potential that truncated remains associated with the frontages of former 
residential properties, and early services, would be located within the road corridors and 
footpaths within this HAMU.  

Significance 
Assessment 

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 

Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• Potential archaeological remains within this HAMU have moderate archaeological 
research potential. These would yield information relating to the construction and layout of 
buildings, services and road alignments within the developing town of Parramatta.  

 
Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• Potential archaeological remains within this HAMU would be associated with the ongoing 
development of the street grid of Parramatta. 

 
Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• Potential archaeological remains within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities. 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

This HAMU may include truncated remains associated with early structures that have been 
resumed through alterations to the road corridors within the Parramatta CBD.  

Significance Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

A number of off-corridor works are proposed within this HAMU. These works are associated 
with minor excavation works, primarily within areas of known disturbance. The following 
potential works would require excavation to an assumed depth of 1.5 metres: 
 
Utility adjustments 
Smith Street - between the Parramatta River and Macquarie Street, also drainage 
Barrack Lane - connections into new substation 
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HAMU 24 Parramatta CBD off Corridor works  

Arthur Street 
 
Minor excavation works associated with road adjustments 
George Street - signal adjustment at Marsden, Smith, Charles, O’Connell and Harris Streets, 
kerb adjustments, intersection works at Macarthur Street, utility connections within footpaths 
 
Intersection adjustments 
Alfred Street/Noller Parade/River Road West intersection 
 
George Street reconfiguration 
Reconfiguration of George Street between O’Connell and Harris Streets to allow for bi-
directional traffic movements, including removal of some parking. 
Removal of heritage tram tracks and re-profile street cross fall to allow for truck and tall vehicle 
movements (where required). 
 
Intersections within Parramatta are typically highly disturbed through the installation of utilities 
and ongoing road surface and alignment modifications. The potential for truncated 
archaeological remains to exist in the area proposed for excavation is limited.  

Mitigation and 
recommendations Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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5.1.4 Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 

East of the Tramway Avenue stop, the alignment would continue along Tramway Avenue, crossing 
over James Ruse Drive on a new bridge, to connect to Grand Avenue North and the existing 
Carlingford Line.  

At the point where the alignment meets the existing Carlingford Line (near the intersection with Grand 
Avenue North), the alignment would separate in two – with the link to Carlingford to the north and the 
connection to the stabling and maintenance facility to the east.  

To the east, the light rail would travel along the disused Sandown Line (a branch line that connects to 
the Carlingford Line in the general vicinity of the current Camellia train station) before turning south to 
connect to the stabling and maintenance facility. The proposed stabling and maintenance facility is 
located at 6 Grand Avenue, on the southern side of Grand Avenue and east of Colquhoun Street. 

To the north, the light rail would follow the Carlingford Line to cross the Parramatta River at the 
existing truss bridge.  

The following HAMUs have been identified in this precinct: 

• HAMU 15 - George Street (continues from the Parramatta CBD precinct) 

• HAMU 21 - Commissariat and barracks (continues from the Parramatta CBD precinct) 

• HAMU 25 - Tramway Avenue and the former Wunderlich Tile Factory 

• HAMU 26 - James Ruse Drive 

• HAMU 27 - Carlingford Railway Line (note, this HAMU continues to the Carlingford precinct) 

• HAMU 28 -  Sandown Line 

• HAMU 29 - Rosehill Racecourse parking area 

• HAMU 31 - Grave of Eliner McGee and child 
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Figure 5-8: HAMUs Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 4a 
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Figure 5-9: HAMUs Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 4b 
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Figure 5-10: HAMUs Rosehill & Camellia Precinct 4d 
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HAMU 25 Tramway Avenue and former Wunderlich Tile Factory 

Zone 
Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential (Grand Avenue) 

Zone 3 - No archaeological resource (former Wunderlich Tile factory) 

Listings  
PHALMS AMU 2972, 2965 

Parramatta LEP I6 (Tram Alignment - Grand Avenue) 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1793 - Elizabeth Farm: The subject area was first part of the Crown Land administered by 
the Colonial Government. In February 1793, part of this land was granted to John Macarthur 
by the acting Governor Major Francis Grose. The grant became known as Elizabeth Farm 
named Elizabeth Farm. The grant was extended in 1794 to 250 acres and to over 300 acres 
by 1800, including the subject area. The farm grew corn, wheat and potatoes and was stocked 
with cattle, goats, pigs and sheep. There is no historical evidence to indicate building on the 
site from this period, with it being used mainly for grazing or still having tree coverage. 
 
1881 - Elizabeth Farm was sold to solicitor and entrepreneur Septimus Alfred Stephen. 
Purchased for 50,000 pounds, Stephen subdivided the property in 1883, selling it off in lots. 
 
c.1881-1943 Jeanneret's private steam tramway linking the deep water wharves in the east to 
the western part of Parramatta CBD was constructed along George Street in 1881. Remains 
of this tramline also exist beneath Noller Parade, Tramway Avenue and Grand Avenue North. 
The line remained in use until March 1943 (Figure 3-34).  Portions of this tramline were 
identified by Casey & Lowe during archaeological monitoring of trenching within the George 
Street road corridor in 2013. The portion of the tramline within the study area is likely to remain 
intact. 
 
1883 - Subdivision: When offered at auction on 22 November 1884, the subdivision was 
promoted as an estate axially planned around a central square, laid out as flower beds, with a 
circular drive through it. Sales, however, were very slow. As late as February 1913, when the 
estate was again offered at auction, only a handful of the corner allotments had been sold. 
 
1885 - The first station beyond Rosehill was named in 1885 Subiaco but was renamed 
Camellia, after Silas Sheather’s ‘Camellia Grove’ nursery (HAMU 31), on 14 September 1901. 
It was here too that the Sandown Line (HAMU 28) branched east and the tramline crossed the 
rail lines. Today an overpass has replaced the level crossings. 
 
1905 - Ownership under Maxwell and Campbell, land cleared and subdivided.  
 
1919 - Consolidation of subdivision and purchase of the eastern portion by the Wunderlich Tile 
Works: Wunderlich's were Australian agents for Marseilles tiles (imported from France) from 
the 1890s. The suite of products manufactured at the Rosehill factory expanded throughout 
the twentieth century. 
 
1937 - Australian Cream Tartar Company Ltd (eastern 30m remained in Wunderlich’s 
ownership until 1955). Construction of a factory producing cream of tartar in response to 
increased demand due to restriction of imports during WWII. 
 
1938 - 1 acre of the site purchased by Wesco Paints Pty Ltd and Chrome Chemicals (Aust) 
Pty Ltd 
 
1940s - Lease to the Commonwealth Government: Government storage building was erected 
on the Site (the Western Warehouse, later called the Kleenheat Warehouse) as an ‘American 
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HAMU 25 Tramway Avenue and former Wunderlich Tile Factory 

Army Store’ connected to a similar American army store on the Wunderlich site by a rail 
siding. Extant air raid shelter constructed in 1942 
 
1944-1970s - Three owners of the Site were Chrome Chemicals (Aust) Pty Ltd in the north-
east, Australian Cream Tartar Company Pty Ltd in the central north and south, and Wesco 
(Aust) Pty Ltd in the north-west. The site was progressively developed from 1944 to the early 
1970s, including a chrome ore processing plant (from 1943), a chromic acid plant (form 1947) 
with an acid storage tank, and a chrome oxide plant (from 1958), various storage warehouses, 
workshops, offices, large kilns and silos, and two chromium liquor residue ponds. A railway 
siding for delivery of chrome ore ran through the centre of the Site. 
 
1951: Aerial photographs of the subject area taken in 1951 show a different configuration to 
one at the present day. The road bisecting the area at this time (running north-south from 
Grand Avenue to Devon Street) has been all but removed, with only the southern extension 
remaining. All of the other streets within the 1885 subdivision have also been realigned or 
redeveloped. Grand Avenue was known as South Avenue at this time. Much of the subject 
area, especially the south-western portion, remained undeveloped by 1951, including the 
'Town Square' shown on the c.1885 plan. 
 
1962 - Stauffer Chemical Company (holding company for Chrome Chemicals, Wesco and 
Pacific Chemicals) 
 
1990 onwards - Akzo Chemicals: From 2011 to 2013 parts of the Site were occupied by light 
industry and storage which utilised the remaining workshops and buildings, such as 
Wesfarmers Kleenheat Gas, Pioneer Glass, Triple R Waste, and Bulk Haulage Australia. All 
structures on the Site, except the 1942 air raid shelter, the 1943 substation and a ground 
water treatment plant, were demolished in 2014. 

Geotechnical 
results 

Geotechnical investigation for the PLR project were undertaken within this HAMU. No 
archaeological remains were encountered during monitoring of this work.  

Archaeological 
potential 

As the land in this area is very flat, it is unlikely that substantial levelling or modification of the 
landform has occurred prior to development. However, due to the ephemeral mature of 
agricultural remains, and intensive nature of mid to late 20th century industrial development, 
there is nil-low potential that archaeological resources associated with the prior uses of the 
site (including agricultural use of Elizabeth Farm and Campbell and Maxwell’s subdivision)) 
remain intact. 
 
Evidence of occupation of the study area by the Wunderlich Tile Factory is likely to be limited, 
as the majority of their works were located further east. There is low potential that evidence of 
this phase remains within the study area.  
 
The site has high potential to contain archaeological evidence associated with Chrome 
Chemicals, Australian Cream Tartar Company and Wesco. Structures associated with these 
uses were demolished in 2014. These remains are likely to consist of numerous concrete and 
brick footings of former structures and silo bases. In-filled settling pond and other landscape 
features would also be present. Evidence of the former tramline is also likely to survive, 
including ballast and track.  
 
Evidence of the Commonwealth Government leases in the mid-20th century, the 1942 air raid 
shelter, remain extant. 
. 
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HAMU 25 Tramway Avenue and former Wunderlich Tile Factory 

Significance 
Assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• Potential archaeological resources associated with the cultivation of Elizabeth Farm prior 
to 1883, as well as early industrial pursuits associated with the town of Parramatta, would 
have archaeological research potential. Intact and substantial archaeological remains 
associated with Elizabeth Farm would reach the local significance threshold  

• Any surviving remains associated with the Wunderlich Tile Works are likely to provide 
evidence of early industrial technologies used on the site to manufacture candles, soap 
and lubricants  

• Information associated with early industry may provide comparative data for material 
evidence from similar sites excavated in Sydney, such as the Market City Development 
site, Dickson's Mill at Darling Harbour and the Grace Brothers site at Broadway. 
Archaeological remains associated with the Wunderlich Tile Works would reach the local 
significance threshold under this criterion 

• Remains associated with the later 20th century industrial development of the site under 
Chrome Chemicals, Australian Cream Tartar Company and Wesco would not have 
archaeological research potential.   

 
 
Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• The potential archaeological remains within this HAMU are associated with the 1883-1943 
George Street tramline. These items reflect significant institutional and transport 
developments in Parramatta over time 

• The wide street alignment (tram alignment) of Grand Avenue is demonstrative of the 
former tramway line, an important private development associated with the river's use as a 
corridor and physical evidence remains in the alignment of Grand Avenue and in the 
remaining tracks along the eastern end of this road 

• The Rose Hill Township was surveyed after the subdivision of the nearby Elizabeth Farm 
Estate commenced, spurred on by the opening of the Rose Hill Racecourse, immediately 
adjacent to the estate. The first industrial use of the site came in 1915 when the 
Wunderlich Tile works commenced operations on the site. The industrial use of the area 
has continued until the present day 

• Elizabeth Farm is associated with the MacArthur’s, an influential family in the development 
of the colony. Intact and substantial archaeological remains associated with Elizabeth 
Farm would reach the local significance threshold  

• The industrial development of the study area mirrors that of the wider suburbs of Rosehill 
and Camellia. This industrial use continues to the present day. However, 20th century 
industrial archaeological remains are unlikely to reach the local significance threshold 
under this criterion. 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  
 
Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities 

• Potential archaeological remains associated with the 1883-1943 George Street tramline 
may have technological significance as an example of an early form of public transport in 
NSW 
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HAMU 25 Tramway Avenue and former Wunderlich Tile Factory 

• Potential archaeological remains associated with the Wunderlich Tile Factory may have 
technological significance as an example of an early industrial precinct in the Parramatta 
area 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  
 
Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• Potential archaeological remains associated with the 1883-1943 George Street tramline 
have the ability to demonstrate past construction methods and technology associated with 
early tram design in newly established colonies 

• Potential archaeological resources associated with the cultivation of Elizabeth Farm prior 
to 1883, as well as early industrial pursuits associated with the town of Parramatta, would 
have archaeological research potential 

• Any surviving artefacts and remains associated with the Wunderlich Tile Works are likely 
to provide evidence of industrial technologies used on the site to manufacture candles, 
soap and lubricants. This information may provide comparative data for material evidence 
from similar sites excavated in Sydney, such as the Market City Development site, 
Dickson's Mill at Darling Harbour and the Grace Brothers site at Broadway 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Significance Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is high potential that an archaeological resource associated with the George Street 
tramline, early services and drains and former building frontages remain within this HAMU. 
However, subsequent impacts within the HAMU, including the modification of road alignments 
and installation of services, indicate that the archaeological resource is unlikely to be 
substantially intact.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Construction of the bridge over James Ruse Drive 
• Construction of light rail alignment along Tramway Avenue and Grand Avenue North, 

and across Grand Avenue to enter the proposed stabling and maintenance facility 
• Construction of the Tramway Avenue light rail stop 
• Establishment of the stabling and maintenance facility including construction of 

storage and maintenance sheds 
• Construction of the active transport link between the Carlingford Line and Alfred 

Street. 
 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. Where 
piles are to be installed for James Ruse Drive bridge these would be driven around to a depth 
of 10 metres.  
 
This HAMU would also be subject to minor off-corridor works. This includes the construction of 
the active transport link at Alfred Street, public domain works and utilities adjustment. 
 
There is high potential that excavation works within Grand Avenue may encounter remains of 
the former tramline. This would result in major impact to any intact portions of the tramline in 
this location.  
 
As the site of the former Wunderlich Tile Factory is highly contaminated, capping of the site 
will take place before the stabling and maintenance facility is constructed. It is therefore 
unlikely that the works would impact on a significant archaeological resource. 
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HAMU 25 Tramway Avenue and former Wunderlich Tile Factory 

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 

It is noted that the geotechnical findings were in draft at the time of writing. The finalised 
results of the geotechnical investigations should be incorporated into the findings and 
recommendations of the ARD. 
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HAMU 26 James Ruse Drive 

Zone Zone 3 - No archaeological resource 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 2870 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

The area was originally part of land granted to John Macarthur in February 1793. Macarthur 
received 100 acres beside the river near the town of Parramatta, some of the best land 
available in the colony, later named Elizabeth Farm. The grant was extended in 1794 to 250 
acres and to over 300 acres by 1800, including the subject area. The farm grew corn, wheat 
and potatoes and was stocked with cattle, goats, pigs and sheep. There is no historical 
evidence to indicate building on the site from this period, with it being used mainly for grazing 
or still having tree coverage. 
 
In 1881, Elizabeth Farm totalled 1100 acres. This was the size of the property that was sold to 
solicitor and entrepreneur Septimus Alfred Stephen. Purchased for 50,000 pounds, Stephen 
subdivided the property in 1883 selling it off in lots. James Ruse Drive (formerly Aston Street) 
marked one of the subdivision boundaries. The area to the west was subdivided into 
residential allotments. The area to the east was also subdivided into residential allotments 
though this area developed as an industrial precinct. 
 
James Ruse Drive was upgraded in the late twentieth century into a main thoroughfare 
running north-south from the Western Motorway to the Cumberland Highway, resuming 
adjacent allotments as part of this development. 

Archaeological 
potential This HAMU is unlikely to contain intact subsurface deposits. Much of the area occupied by the 

roadway would have undergone substantial surface preparation, with large tracts of grading. 

Significance  None 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

This HAMU would also be subject to off-corridor works. This include the construction of 
temporary traffic lanes along James Ruse Drive, public domain works and utilities adjustment. 

Project activities would result in a number of subsurface impacts throughout the HAMU, 
including the introduction of bridge infrastructure. These works will not impact on 
archaeological remains.   

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 3 mitigation measures apply. 
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HAMU 27 Carlingford Line 

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 2911 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1792-1860 Early agricultural development: The agricultural development of the precinct 
started with the settlement of 14 emancipated First Fleet convicts in the area north of the 
Parramatta River. The area was particularly arable, and surrounded by numerous waterways. 
By 1796 most of the area had been divided into 30 acres lots, granted to conditionally 
pardoned convicts. The majority of these landholdings would have been used for grain crops, 
orcharding and vineyards. 
 
1886-1901 Development of the railway line: The route of the Carlingford railway line extended 
north from the main Sydney line from 1886, initially as a private line serving the racecourse 
and the adjacent industrial area. The railway stations of Dundas and Rydalmere and the rail 
bridge over the Parramatta River were built in c.1896 as part of the private railway constructed 
by Bennett and Simpson, aimed at serving nearby property subdivisions and fruit growing 
districts around Baulkham Hills, Castle Hill and Dural. The railway experienced financial 
difficulties and was taken over by the government in 1900. The line was officially opened in 
1901 and remains extant. 
 
1861-1944 First subdivision: The mid 19th century saw the gradual subdivision of the earlier 
large allotment north of the Parramatta River. Most these continued to be used for agricultural 
purposes, including market gardens and orchards. It is likely that many of these allotments 
were also associated with residences, outbuildings and agricultural buildings. 
 
1945-present: The area surrounding the rail line has become increasingly urbanised, with the 
majority of the area in currently divided into suburban residential blocks.  

Archaeological 
potential 

Due to the ephemeral nature of remains from this early phase, the establishment of the railway 
in the mid-19th century and intensive 20th century residential development of the area, there 
is nil to low potential that archaeological remains associated with pre-1860s agricultural 
development remain in the study area.  
 
Although much has been recorded regarding early road construction methods in Parramatta it 
is possible that any excavation within Kissing Point Road (surveyed in 1806) or Victoria Road 
(formalised c.1870) may uncover previously unexposed early kerbing, road surfaces, drainage 
and other services, alterations, and improvements to the road. These remains may provide 
information on the technological development of road building techniques in Parramatta. 
Due to the ongoing modification of Kissing Point and Victoria Roads, there is low potential that 
substantial archaeological remains associated with earlier phases of road construction remain 
within the study area. 
 
There is low potential that archaeological remains of earlier phases of the Carlingford Line 
would remain within the boundary of the current rail corridor. These may include evidence of 
earlier drainage and culverts, and rail infrastructure.  

Significance  Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

The proposed works in this location include earthworks along the existing railway line to install 
the new light rail alignment and the active transport link. In sections the active transport link 
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would run adjacent to the rail corridor, along the grassed section where power lines are 
currently standing.  

There is moderate potential that archaeological evidence associated with early rail 
infrastructure would be encountered during works. Overall, it is not anticipated that the works 
within this HAMU would impact on a significant archaeological resource. 

Within Anna Maria King Park, construction works are required to underground an existing high 
voltage cable and substation. 

South of Camellia there would be no physical works along the Carlingford Line. Therefore 
between Camellia and Parramatta Road no archaeological impacts would be anticipated. 

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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HAMU 28 Sandown railway line 

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 2962, 2864, 2948 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1793 - Elizabeth Farm: The subject area was first part of the Crown Land administered by 
the Colonial Government. In February 1793, part of this land was granted to John Macarthur 
by the acting Governor Major Francis Grose. The grant became known as Elizabeth Farm 
named Elizabeth Farm. The grant was extended in 1794 to 250 acres and to over 300 acres 
by 1800, including the subject area. The farm grew corn, wheat and potatoes and was stocked 
with cattle, goats, pigs and sheep. There is no historical evidence to indicate building on the 
site from this period, with it being used mainly for grazing or still having tree coverage. 
 
1886 - The Australian Kerosene Oil and Mineral Company (AKO) purchased the land between 
the Parramatta River and Jeanneret's steam tramline (which operated between 1884 and 
1943 with part of its route surviving as Grand Avenue). 
 
1887/9 - John Bennet opened the private Sandown railway line across the site. The line 
serviced the AKO until 1898. The line transported raw materials and finished goods between 
the AKI wharf on the Parramatta River.   
 
1926 - The Australian branch of the Goodyear Tyre and Rubber Co purchased the site and 
constructed a substantial factory. Numerous buildings were constructed to the north of the 
railway line throughout the early years of the 20th century. The factory ceased production in 
1991. 
 
The Sandown line remained in operation until the mid 1990s to serve the industries along the 
riverbank. There were two other later platforms on the line, those for Hardie's (April 1938) and 
Goodyear's (January 1934). Both of these companies had private rail sidings into their factory 
sites, as did Wesco, Cream of Tartar, and the Shell Company. 

Previous 
archaeological 
investigations 

An Archaeological Assessment was prepared for the Goodyear Tyre and Rubber Company 
site in 1997 (Cremin and North, 1997). The majority of the area between the railway line and 
the River was identified as having potential to contain structural remains associated with the 
Australian Kerosene Oil and Mineral Company. 
 
In 1999 monitoring of demolition of part of the site was undertaken. Excavation revealed very 
little archaeological material. 

Geotechnical 
results 

Geotechnical investigation for the PLR project were undertaken within this HAMU. No 
archaeological remains were encountered during monitoring of this work.  

Archaeological 
potential 

Due to the ephemeral nature of remains from the early phases of development of Camellia 
and the establishment of the railway c.1887 there is nil to low potential that archaeological 
remains associated with pre-1860s agricultural development remain in the study area.  
 
As the Sandown line remains extant, there is low-moderate potential that archaeological 
remains of earlier phases of the line remain within the boundary of the current rail corridor. 
These may include evidence of earlier drainage and culverts, and rail infrastructure. 

Significance 
Assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 
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• Potential archaeological remains associated with Sandown rail line are unlikely to yield 
information not readily available through existing archival documents, photographs and 
plans 

• Potential archaeological resources associated with the cultivation of Elizabeth Farm prior 
to 1883, as well as early industrial pursuits associated with the town of Parramatta, would 
have archaeological research potential 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold.  
 
Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• The potential archaeological remains within this HAMU are associated with the AKO and 
the Goodyear Tyre and Rubber Co, both of which utilised the line for the distribution of 
products and importation of raw materials. These major companies were responsible for 
the industrial growth and development of Camellia and Parramatta over time. The 
industrial use of the area has continued until the present day 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold.  
 
Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities 

• Potential archaeological remains associated with the Sandown line may have 
technological significance as an example of an early private rail line in NSW, and part of 
an early industrial precinct in the Parramatta area 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold.  
 
Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• Potential archaeological remains associated with the Sandown line have the ability to 
demonstrate past construction methods and technology associated with early private rail 
design 

• Potential archaeological resources associated with the cultivation of Elizabeth Farm prior 
to 1883, as well as early industrial pursuits associated with the town of Parramatta, would 
have archaeological research potential 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold.  

Significance  Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

As the proposed excavation works would be restricted to the Sandown rail corridor, and the 
construction of the rail line in 1887 would have largely removed any earlier archaeological 
remains in this location, there is low potential that archaeological evidence associated with 
early development of Camellia would be encountered during works.  

There is low potential that evidence of earlier phases of the rail line would be encountered. 
Remains may include evidence of former rail infrastructure and utilities, such as culverts and 
services. Overall, it is not anticipated that the works within this HAMU would impact on a 
significant archaeological resource. 

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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HAMU 28 Sandown railway line 

It is noted that the geotechnical findings were in draft at the time of writing. The finalised 
results of the geotechnical investigations should be incorporated into the findings and 
recommendations of the ARD. 
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HAMU 29 Rosehill Racecourse parking area 

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

HAMU 29 is located within John Macarthur’s 850-acre grant, given to him in 1793. The area 
was originally dissected by a small fresh-water stream known as Clay Cliff Creek that drained 
into the Parramatta River to the north. The creek was first discovered by Europeans when 
Governor Arthur Phillip and his party camped along the edge on 23 March 1788, and played 
an important role in the development of the area. The creek was referenced as the location of 
James Ruse’s original slab hut, and also as a place where aboriginal people peacefully 
camped in the early years of the 19th century. The banks of the creek were used as an 
informal rubbish dump into the early years of the 20th century.  
 
John Macarthur’s ‘Elizabeth Farm’ was located to the south west of the HAMU and was used 
for sheep breeding, amongst other activities. Over time the portions of the Macarthur property 
were leased for private enterprises.   
 
The Rose Hill Racecourse, located to the east of HAMU 29, was established by John Bennett 
in 1880. Land within the HAMU was included within the Racecourse’s boundary. Macarthur’s 
grant (now including an additional 75 acres) was sold to Septimus Alfred Stephen in 1881. 
Stephen converted the property to Torrens title in the same year  

Archaeological 
potential 

There is no evidence to suggest land within HAMU 29 was occupied prior to the later 19th 
century. A subdivision plan prepared in 1885 (SLNSW) shows a building, possibly a dwelling, 
located within HAMU 29, to the east of the racecourse, north of two larger structures and west 
of Clay Cliff Creek. The two larger structures are likely to represent buildings associated with 
the racecourse, such as a public and member’s Grand Stand.  
 
An aerial photograph taken in 1943 shows HAMU 29 occupied by a substantial building 
(immediately west of Carlingford Railway Line) and three sheds (south of Grand Avenue 
North). A fenced yard surrounds the larger of the buildings. A dirt track to the south of the main 
building leads down to a path and overbridge east of today’s James Ruse Drive. These cross 
the Carlingford Line, north of today’s Grand Avenue, suggesting a relationship between the 
structures and the racecourse. Whether the main building represents the structure shown in 
1885 plan is unknown.  
 
By 2009, this building and its associated sheds had been demolished and replaced with two 
single storey brick buildings. Despite their removal, evidence of structures continue to exist 
within the HAMU, in the way of a concrete slabs (associated with one of the sheds), trees and 
landscape modifications associated with the adjacent railway line. 
 
There is high potential that evidence of former structures survive within the HAMU.  

Significance 
Assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• Potential archaeological remains associated with the 1880 Rosehill Racecourse would 
have archaeological research potential 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold.  
 
Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 
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• The potential archaeological remains within this HAMU are associated with the Rosehill 
Racecourse. The racecourse influenced the development of the surrounding area, and 
continues to do so until the present day 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold.  
 
Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities. 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• Potential archaeological remains associated with the Rosehill Racecourse have the ability 
to demonstrate past construction methods 

• Potential archaeological resources associated with the cultivation of Elizabeth Farm prior 
to 1883, and with the formalisation of the landscape surrounding Clay Cliff Creek, as well 
as early industrial pursuits associated with the town of Parramatta, would have 
archaeological research potential 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold.  

Significance  Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is high potential that structures potentially formerly associated with the Rosehill 
Racecourse, may be located within this HAMU.  
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Construction works to support the installation of James Ruse Drive bridge 
• Laydown of materials on surface. 

 
It is not anticipated that an archaeological resource would be impacted by the proposed works 
within this HAMU.  

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply 
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HAMU 31 Grave of Eliner Magee and Child 

Zone Zone 1 - State significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  
PHALMS AMU 2938 

Parramatta LEP I3 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

1791-1792 Charles Williams grant: Charles Williams (alias Christopher McGee/Magee), an 
emancipist settler who had previously been a farmer, married and received a grant of thirty 
acres on the south side of the river (near the present Camellia railway station) in July 1791, 
where he successfully raised maize, wheat and tobacco and built a hut. His wife, Elinor 
Magee, and her infant child, who drowned in the Parramatta River, were buried near the river 
bank in 1793. An entry in Judge-Advocate David Collins’ Account of the English Colony of 
NSW states ‘the wretched and rascally Williams buried his wife and child within a very few feet 
of his own door.’ The grave remains extant and is the oldest known burials in Australia. The 
farm was purchased by Ensign William Cummings in 1792.   
 
1793 - Part of the land became part of John MacArthur’s Elizabeth Farm.  
 
1852 - Camellia Grove Nursery: The land was part of a large area leased to Silas Sheather, 
one of the Macarthur Gardeners, who established a successful plant nursery known as 
Camellia Grove. Sheather also constructed a house and ran beehives. 
 
1883 - Subdivision: Residential subdivision in the area did not prove viable, and many of the 
blocks were given over to industry. This area appears to have been purchased by the 
Australian Kerosene Oil and Mineral Company.  
 
This HAMU likely remained undeveloped, with the exception of the George Street steam 
tramline, throughout the 20th century.  

Archaeological 
potential 

The Magee grave remains extant.  
 
The subject area remains undeveloped and has potential to contain intact subsurface 
deposits. However, flooding events may have impacted on archaeological significance within 
this HAMU, particularly to the east.  
 
The grave is located in the vicinity of Magee's former hut. There is therefore moderate 
potential that archaeological evidence associated with the hut exists within this HAMU. 
Remains are likely to be ephemeral, but may consist of stone footings or postholes, evidence 
of flooring, rubbish scatters or deeper subsurface structures such as wells and cesspits.  
 
Due to the lack of development during this period, there is nil-low potential that archaeological 
remains associated with Elizabeth Farm are located within the study area.  

Significance 
Assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• Potential archaeological resources associated with the cultivation of Elizabeth Farm prior 
to 1883, as well as early industrial pursuits associated with the town of Parramatta, would 
have archaeological research potential 

• The Magee grave has high potential for anthropological and forensic study 
• Archaeological remains, if found to be intact and legible, would have State significance 

under this criterion.  
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Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• The Magee grave is associated with the Williams family, early settlers in the Parramatta 
area. It is possible that the grave may have social significance to decedents of this family 

• Archaeological remains associated with the development of Elizabeth Farm, and the 
surrounding area, may have associations with the Macarthur’s, and other early settlers in 
the Parramatta area 

• Archaeological remains, if found to be intact and legible, would have State significance 
under this criterion.  

 
Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities. 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• Potential archaeological resources associated with the cultivation of Elizabeth Farm prior 
to 1883, as well as early industrial pursuits associated with the town of Parramatta, would 
have archaeological research potential 

• The Magee grave is one of the oldest known burials in Australia, and therefore represents 
an incredibly rare archaeological resource 

• Archaeological remains, if found to be intact and legible, would have state significance 
under this criterion.  

Significance  State 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

The Magee grave remains intact. There is moderate potential that evidence of the 18th 
century Magee hut is also located within this HAMU. The archaeological resource within this 
HAMU has the potential to be intact and significant.  
 
This HAMU is the proposed location of the Parramatta River bridge (south) 
compound/laydown area.  
 
It is assumed that excavation associated with the establishment of the compound site would 
be minimal. Archaeological resources within this HAMU may be subject to minor excavation 
impacts.   

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Avoidance of the Magee grave is recommended in the first instance. An appropriate exclusion 
zone would be established to prevent any impact to extant grave fabric.  

Archaeological remains of the Magee hut would be state significant. However, as minimal 
excavation is required in the establishment of the compound site, it is assumed that 
archaeological remains will not be impacted. However, zone 1 mitigation measures apply to 
any excavation required.  An Exhumation Policy and Guideline would be prepared. This would 
be implemented during excavation works in this location. In the unexpected event that human 
skeletal remains or burials are encountered within the HAMU, it is recommended that they be 
conserved in situ. In this scenario re-design would be required to avoid impacts.  
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5.1.5 Carlingford Precinct 

The alignment along the existing Carlingford Line would travel north along the existing heavy rail 
corridor between Camellia and Carlingford. LRVs travelling along this section of the project would be 
able to travel to/from the Parramatta CBD or the stabling and maintenance facility.  

Stops within the Carlingford Precinct are proposed at Camellia (to the south of the Parramatta River), 
Rydalmere, Dundas, Telopea and Carlingford (terminus stop). The following HAMUs have been 
identified in this precinct: 

• HAMU 27 - Carlingford Railway Line (continues from the North Parramatta precinct) 

• HAMU 32 - Female Orphan School 

• HAMU 33 - The Ponds and Rydalmere Station 

• HAMU 34 - Dundas Railway Station 

• HAMU 35 - Carlingford Stock Feeds 
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Figure 5-11: HAMUs Carlingford Precinct 5a 
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Figure 5-12: HAMUs Carlingford Precinct 5b 
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Figure 5-13: HAMUs Carlingford Precinct 5c 



Parramatta Light Rail –Non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment 

  Page 166 
 

 

Figure 5-14: HAMUs Carlingford Precinct 5d 
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Figure 5-15: HAMUs Carlingford Precinct 5e 
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HAMU 32 Female Orphan School 

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 2999 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

The PLR corridor passes along Railway Street and through the eastern boundary of the former 
Female Orphan School. This area was also identified as containing a vineyard. The main 
buildings in this complex were located on the western side of the property and no former 
structures have been identified in the vicinity of the study area.  

Archaeological 
potential 

Any early structural remains associated with the female orphan school, and not illustrated on 
historical plans, are likely to have been impacted by the construction of the railway in 1856. 
Therefore, there is nil to low potential that remains associated with Female Orphan School 
survive within the study area. 

Significance 
Assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• If archaeological remains associated with the former Female Orphan School were 
uncovered within this HAMU, they would have the potential to yield information regarding 
early institutional practices, structures and development 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the State significance threshold under this 
criterion. 

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• The potential archaeological remains within this HAMU are associated with the former 
Female Orphan School, a significant institution in Parramatta’s social and developmental 
history 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the State significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities. 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• If intact archaeological remains associated with the former Female Orphan School were 
uncovered within this HAMU, they would demonstrate early institutionalised care within 
Parramatta and contains elements of the Female Orphan School (1818-1887), Rydalmere 
Lunatic Asylum (1887-1891), Rydalmere Hospital for the Insane (1891-1980s) and the 
University of Western Sydney (1994-present). However, there is nil-low potential for 
remains of this type to exist within the HAMU 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the State significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

Significance  State 
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Heritage impact 
assessment 

This HAMU is the proposed location of the Parramatta River bridge (south) 
compound/laydown area.  
 
It is assumed that excavation associated with the establishment of the compound site would 
be minimal. Therefore, archaeological resources within this HAMU may be subject to minor 
excavation impacts 

Mitigation and 
recommendations Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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HAMU 33 The Ponds settlement and Rydalmere Railway Station 

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  PHALMS AMU 2988, 3004 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

c.1793-1883 Elizabeth Farm: The subject area was first part of the Crown Land administered 
by the Colonial Government. In February 1793, part of this land was granted to John 
Macarthur by the acting Governor Major Francis Grose. The portion of Victoria Road 
immediately north of the HAMU and Brodie Street to the east are part of the original carriage 
drive to the Macarthur residence, located further south. 
 
c.1878: This area was part of the Vineyard Estate subdivision of farm grants, and was 
developed as a predominantly residential area throughout the twentieth century. 
 
c.1885: The railway line extended to Camellia Station. Rydalmere Station was constructed in 
c.1896. The station was originally located on the western side of the line. It was replaced by a 
new station on the eastern side over the former goods siding in 1993. 
 
20th century: A single house, with a number of outbuildings to the rear, is located on the 
western side of the railway line on the 1943 aerial. The remainder of the HAMU appears to be 
vacant at this time.  

Archaeological 
potential 

There is moderate to high potential that archaeological remains associated with the c.1896 
Rydalmere Railway Station are located within this HAMU. Remains may include footings of the 
originally station building on the western side of the rail line, or evidence of goods sheds or 
other rail infrastructure.  
 
There is low potential that remains of former outbuildings associated with the extant property 
to the north of the HAMU survive. Remains may include footings, postholes, artefact scatters, 
wells, cisterns or cesspits. 

Significance 
Assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• Potential archaeological remains associated with Elizabeth Farm, the Vineyard Estate 
subdivision and former layout of Rydalmere Station would have archaeological research 
potential 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

 
Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• The potential archaeological remains within this HAMU are associated with the 
Macarthur’s. The farm and later estate influenced the development of the surrounding 
area, and continues to do so until the present day 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

 
Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 
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• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities. 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• Potential archaeological remains associated with the Rydalmere Station have the ability to 
demonstrate past construction methods and rail technology. Potential archaeological 
resources associated with the cultivation of Elizabeth Farm prior to 1883, as well as early 
industrial pursuits associated with the town of Parramatta, would have archaeological 
research potential 

• Intact archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

Significance  Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is moderate to high potential that an intact archaeological resource associated with the 
c.1896 Rydalmere Railway Station remains within this HAMU.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• The establishment of the Vineyard Creek, Rydalmere Station (west) and Rydalmere 
Station (east) compound sites 

• Bridge works 
• Utilities adjustment 

These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. Where 
piles are to be installed for bridge these would be driven around 10 metres. 
 
Should an archaeological resource survive within the HAMU, dependent on the location and 
extent of proposed excavation works, they may impact identified archaeological resources. 

Mitigation and 
recommendations 

Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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HAMU 34 Dundas Railway Station  

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  SHR 1133, RailCorp s170 Heritage and Conservation Register, LEP I01133  

Summary of 
historical 
development 

Dundas was originally known as ‘The Ponds’ and consisted of large farming grants given 
to free settlers from 1791 onwards. Significant residential settlement did not occur until 
the late nineteenth century, when the first railway line passed through the area.  
 
The Dundas Railway Station was opened in 1896 as ‘Kissing Point Road Station’ and 
was renamed ‘Dundas’ in 1901. The station formed part of Bennett and Simpson’s 
Railway, a private railway line aimed at serving nearby property subdivisions and fruit 
growing districts around Baulkham Hills, Castle Hill and Dural. This provided growers 
with more efficient transport options for their produce. 
 
The Dundas Railway Station is considered a rare example of its type as it was the last 
privately built and owned station building in NSW, and one of the few remaining 
platforms in NSW that requires access by a level crossing. 
 
Much of the original station building was destroyed by fire in 2006. The building was then 
reconstructed in 2007. Some additional modern development has taken place around the 
station, including the extension of a platform to the east of the main station building. The 
Dundas Railway Station continues to occupy the same area of land as the original 
building 

Archaeological 
potential 

• There is low archaeological potential for evidence of early land settlement to exist 
within this HAMU. Remains are likely to have been significantly impacted by the 
construction of the present railway and associated infrastructure  

• There is low-moderate potential for archaeological remains associated with the 
original station building, station platforms and associated deposits (refuse pits, fence 
lines) to existing within the HAMU.  

Significance 
Assessment   

Note: Although the built features of Dundas Railway Station are considered to have 
State significance, the potential archaeological remains would only reflect a small portion 
of the station itself, and are therefore likely to have local rather than state significance.   
Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related 
to archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• If intact or substantial archaeological remains associated Dundas Railway Station 
were uncovered they would have the potential to yield information regarding private 
railway construction methods in NSW during the late nineteenth century. 
Archaeological remains may also provide information relating to activities that took 
place around the station precinct during this period 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current 
NSW Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• The potential archaeological remains within this HAMU are associated with Bennett 
and Simpson’s Railway, a private railway aimed at serving property subdivisions to 
the north and fruit growing districts around Baulkham Hills, Castle Hill and Dural 
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HAMU 34 Dundas Railway Station  

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic 
significance although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains 
may have distinctive/attractive visual qualities. 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, C, F and G): 
• If intact and substantial archaeological remains were uncovered within this HAMU, 

they would have the ability to demonstrate private railway construction practices and 
methods 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this 
criterion.  

Significance Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

Rail corridors are typically highly disturbed and the potential for archaeological remains 
to exist in the area proposed for excavation is limited. Overall, there is low potential that 
the proposed excavation works will impact on archaeological remains within the active 
rail corridor. There is moderate potential that archaeological remains associated with the 
former layout of Dundas Railway Station survive within the corridor.  

The proposed works in this location include earthworks along the existing railway line 
and establishment of the Dundas compound site.  

The earthworks are likely to result in moderate to major impacts to archaeological 
remains of the former Dundas Station.  

It is unlikely that earthworks along the Carlingford railway line will impact on 
archaeological remains. 

Mitigation and 
recommendations Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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HAMU 35 Carlingford Stock Feeds  

Zone Zone 2 - Locally significant archaeological resource - known or potential 

Listings  RailCorp s170 Heritage and Conservation Register, LEP I46 

Summary of 
historical 
development 

This HAMU is associated with the Carlingford Local Store (or Produce Stores) and Clyde - 
Carlingford railway line. The area was first used by Europeans for farming and rural settlement. 
This occurred on large land grants that were cleared of timber and initially used to grow wheat 
and other grains. These early efforts were not rewarded and the area was soon used for 
orcharding instead (beginning in 1830).  
 
Fruit growing in the area was highly successful and soon the need for an efficient mode of 
transport was deemed necessary. The private Clyde - Carlingford Railway line was constructed 
in 1896 for this purpose. The line was originally designed to run north of the Dural district. 
However, it was only constructed as far as Carlingford where it terminated. Soon after its 
construction, Carlingford became the major transport and trade route for these local industries.  
 
In 1900 the line was taken over by the government. A goods siding and storehouse were 
constructed two years later. In 1927 the Carlingford Producers Cooperative Company 
established the Carlingford Produce Store immediately west of the railway line. The co-op 
made additions to the original storehouse, and constructed a loading platform alongside the 
railway line. The company made use of the nearby railway line for loading and unloading 
produce. 
 
Efforts were made to modernise the Produce Store following WWII. This included the addition 
of machinery and equipment required for mass production. A new office was constructed near 
the store in 1952, and external silos added in 1960. Changes in production techniques made 
the co-op unviable, and it was closed in 1970. Today the railway line and stores continue to 
occupy their original locations. Some development has taken place on either side of the rail 
line, and has mainly consisted of modernised paving and the removal of three small buildings 
that occupied land directly to the east of the railway line.  No buildings appear to have been 
demolished around the Carlingford Produce Stores.   

Archaeological 
potential   

There is low potential for archaeological remains of early land clearance and farming to exist 
within the study area. Potential remains are likely to be ephemeral in nature and disturbed or 
truncated by the construction of the railway line, associated services and nearby structures 
(e.g. Carlingford Produce Store).  
 
There is moderate-high potential for archaeological remains associated with the first 
Carlingford storehouse (constructed 1902) to exist within the study area. Land surrounding 
these items has not been visibly disturbed or developed since 1943, and the all buildings 
associated with the Carlingford Produce Stores continue to occupy the site.  
 
The Carlingford Railway Line remains extant. The run-on area north of the station is visible. 
There is high potential that rail infrastructure remains in this area. 

Significance 
Assessment   

Preliminary assessment against NSW Heritage criteria for assessing significance related to 
archaeological sites and relics: 
 
Archaeological research potential (current NSW Heritage Criterion E): 

• If substantial or intact remains associated with the 1902 storehouse were found within the 
project area, they would have the potential to yield information regarding early construction 
techniques and materials associated with government owned buildings in the early 
twentieth century. Additional deposits associated with produce stored in the structure may 
also have the ability to provide insights into potentially undocumented uses of the building. 
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HAMU 35 Carlingford Stock Feeds  

• If substantial or intact remains associated with additions, alterations and landscape 
modifications in and around the 1927 Carlingford Produce Store were found within the 
area, they would yield information regarding the evolution of the building and its uses over 
time 

• The potential archaeological remains associated with the Clyde - Carlingford Railway line 
are unlikely to provide information relating to private railway construction in the area during 
the late nineteenth century 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (current NSW 
Heritage Criterion A, B and D): 

• This HAMU has the potential to contain archaeological remains associated with the 1902 
storehouse and 1927 Carlingford Produce Store. These are associated with government 
ownership of the railway line in the early twentieth century, and later ownership of the 
stores by the Carlingford Producers Cooperative Company 

• The HAMU also has the potential to contain the remains of buildings, services and railway 
infrastructure associated with the privately established Clyde - Carlingford Railway line, 
which allowed the transport and trade of local produce within the surrounding area 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Aesthetic or technical significance (current NSW Heritage Criterion C): 

• The archaeological resources within this HAMU have no known aesthetic significance 
although it is recognised that exposed in situ archaeological remains may have 
distinctive/attractive visual qualities. 

Ability to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (current NSW Heritage 
Criterion A, C, F and G): 

• The potential archaeological remains within this HAMU have the potential to illustrate 
historically significant and tangible evidence of farming and transport practices in the 
Carlingford area from the early to mid-twentieth century 

• The potential archaeological remains associated with the 1902 storehouse and 1927 
Carlingford Produce Store would provide evidence of a rare example of a purpose built 
agricultural building in the area 

• Archaeological remains would reach the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Significance  Local 

Heritage impact 
assessment 

There is moderate to high potential that archaeological remains associated with the former 
Carlingford storehouse survive within this HAMU.   
 
The proposed works in this location include earthworks along the existing railway line and 
establishment of the Dundas compound site.  
 
Project activities proposed within this HAMU include the following: 

• Demolition of the existing Carlingford Station 
• Construction of the Carlingford light rail stop 
• Establishment of the Carlingford compound and installation of tracks beyond the light 

rail stop for temporary LRV storage 
• Public domain and utility adjustments 

 
These works would result in excavation impacts to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres. 
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HAMU 35 Carlingford Stock Feeds  

Should an archaeological resource survive within the HAMU, dependent on the location and 
extent of proposed excavation works, they may impact on identified archaeological resources. 

Mitigation and 
recommendations Zone 2 mitigation measures apply. 
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6.0 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

6.1 Introduction 

This section provides an overview of the cumulative non-Aboriginal archaeological implications of the 
project. The project would have a potential direct interface with a number of developments located 
alongside the light rail corridor and in the surrounding region. Detailed overview of the cumulative 
impact of the project as a whole is included in Chapter 9 of the Environmental Impact Statement. 

6.2 Relevant projects 

A number of major developments with the potential for cumulative impacts with the project have been 
identified. The projects and proposed developments relevant to non-Aboriginal archaeology (relevant 
projects) have been assessed in Table 6.1. 

The relevant projects which have been considered as part of the assessment include other 
developments along or within the immediate vicinity of the project alignment that have been approved 
but where construction has not commenced, developments that have recently commenced 
construction (and which may still be under construction during the proposed construction period of 
light rail), or developments that have recently been completed along the project alignment.  

Table 6.1: Overview of cumulative impacts.  

Relevant 
Project Precinct 

Overview of 
archaeological impact 
of relevant projects 

Overview of cumulative impact 

Parramatta 
North Urban 
Transformation 
(Former 
Cumberland 
Hospital site) –  
The Parramatta 
North 
Development 
was rezoned in 
2015 to provide 
a new 
residential and 
commercial 
centre north of 
the Parramatta 
CBD.  

Westmead 
and 
Parramatta 
North 

It is assumed that non-
Aboriginal archaeological 
resources throughout the 
Parramatta North Urban 
Transformation area will 
be impacted by the 
proposal.  
 
Archaeological test 
excavations are currently 
ongoing.  

The project would pass through the development site in 
an east west direction, between Bridge Road, 
Westmead and Factory Street, North Parramatta. 
Excavation to a depth of 1.5 metres throughout the 
proposed corridor would impact potential archaeological 
resources associated with the Government Mill Races 
(c.1804), Mrs Betts’ House/the Superintendent’s Office 
(1803-1943), the Lunatic Asylum (1848-78), the Grose 
Street Drain (c.1841/1880) and others.  
 
Assuming that this archaeology would not be removed 
prior to construction the project may result in the 
additional removal of significant and early 
archaeological remains, further impact to these remains 
would result in a moderate cumulative impact. 

Arthur Phillip 
High School 
(Macquarie 
Street, 
Parramatta) 

Parramatta 
CBD 
precinct 

It is assumed that non-
Aboriginal archaeological 
resources throughout the 
project area will be 
impacted by the 
construction works for the 
high school.  
 
Archaeological test 
excavations have recently 
been completed. State 
significant and 
interpretable 
archaeological remains of 

The project would not impact on the Arthur Philip High 
School project areas to the north and south of 
Macquarie Street. Although there is some potential that 
archaeological remains associated with structures 
formerly located within the Arthur Phillip High School 
project area may extend into the Parramatta Light Rail 
study area. 
 
As convict archaeological remains within the Macquarie 
Street frontage (but outside the PLR study area) will be 
retained and interpreted, impact to any associated 
remains that extend into the PLR study area would be a 
major cumulative impact.  
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Relevant 
Project Precinct 

Overview of 
archaeological impact 
of relevant projects 

Overview of cumulative impact 

the convict lumberyard 
and barracks were 
identified during the testing 
program. In situ 
conservation of remains 
along the Macquarie 
Street frontage has 
subsequently been 
negotiated through the 
Department of Planning 
and Environment approval 
SSD 7237.  
 
The current proposal will 
not impact on these 
remains.  

 
 

6.3 Assessment of cumulative impact  

Parramatta is currently subject to a number of significant developments. As a result, important and 
rare archaeological resources are being mitigated and removed throughout the Parramatta CBD and 
North Parramatta, in particular. Archaeological remains associated with the early development of the 
Rose Hill colony, and early convict period in particular, are becoming increasingly rare. It is vital that 
these resources be preserved in-situ where possible, or, where retention or redesign is impossible, be 
subject to rigorous research-based archaeological investigation and high-quality interpretation.   

When considered in isolation, the environmental impacts and benefits of an individual project may not 
be significant. However, when combined with the effects of other developments, the cumulative 
effects can potentially result in a greater extent, magnitude or duration of impacts. Identifying potential 
cumulative impacts assists in developing appropriate management measures and provides a basis for 
coordinated regional planning and environmental monitoring. 

The cumulative impacts of the Parramatta Light Rail project with other development within the vicinity 
of the corridor (such as the Parramatta North Urban Transformation project) has been assessed in 
this section. Cumulative impacts for a broad area are not a simple addition of impacts summed to 
generate an overall impact, as a high impact in one place can be negligible across a long corridor, 
whilst minor impacts across a whole corridor can accumulate into a significant impact. 

Discussion regarding defining the scope, underlying data, and the assumptions of cumulative 
assessment processes in relation to cultural heritage has resulted in an approach more akin to 
standard impact assessment as: 

…it remains far preferable to continue applying qualitative processes such as 
significance assessment, based though they are on cultural perspectives, opinion 
and experience, along with mandated approaches such as the social license to 
operate and the limits of acceptable change rather than attempt some quasi-
scientific approach that fails to meet certain minimum quantitative bases for its 
application…66 

                                                      
66 Godwin, L. 2011. The Application of Assessment of Cumulative Impacts in Cultural Heritage Management: A 
Critique in Australian Archaeology No.73. 
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Therefore, the cumulative impact assessment for the project, in the context of the broader 
development of the area, can only be general in nature, due to the shortcomings of cumulative impact 
assessment in the context of cultural heritage management. 

Development around the project considered in this assessment consists of thirty projects, including 
urban development, infrastructure, mixed development, cultural and social projects, heritage repair 
and restoration and interpretive works as outlined in Chapter 9 of the EIS. Of these thirty projects, five 
have expected heritage or archaeological considerations to account for. 

These projects represent the latest developments within Parramatta, not the entirety of development 
which has occurred within the project area. These developments have continued to modify the historic 
landscape as the broader area has developed with impacts upon specific sites and areas over time. 

Therefore, due to the preceding, ongoing, and planned future development around the project, the 
contributory impact of the project within this overall setting of development can only be considered 
minor overall, as further discussed below. The scale of the project, though extending across a long 
corridor, is localised within its immediate setting and is relatively unobtrusive visually and in keeping 
with the nature of the project corridor which is currently used for various modes of transport. 

As such, the project design has sought to address heritage impacts through ongoing revisions of 
designs based on regular consultation with heritage specialists, which seek to reduce impacts where 
possible. Engineering, safety, environmental and other constraints mean that in certain instances 
impact upon a listed item is unavoidable.  This approach limits the contributory impacts of the 
development 

The cumulative direct impacts of the project as part of the broader Parramatta North Urban 
Transformation project and other development within the vicinity of the corridor, though in some cases 
causing a high level of impact to specific sites, are generally assessed as being minor across the 
entire length of the corridor, due to the following factors: 

• Few State significant archaeological sites will be directly impacted  

• As the project is linear and confined largely to existing and original road corridors, it has the 

potential to impact on the fringes of known archaeological sites and resources. It is, however, 

unlikely to impact on complete archaeological sites, landscapes or assemblages 

• Refinement of the design over the course of the design process has sought to limit and 

mitigate impacts to archaeological resources along the corridor 

• Interpretation of archaeology will be utilised to mitigate impacts and enhance other heritage 

values 

• Part of the route will be within an existing historic rail corridor, enhancing the historic values of 

this corridor and interpretation of heritage sites and archaeology will be utilised to mitigate 

impact and enhance other heritage values 

• The route, once linked to the city light rail network, will facilitate in bringing additional 

members of the community to numerous heritage items, notably within the Parramatta CBD, 

north Parramatta and Westmead precincts, and improving the appreciation and 

understanding of these archaeological items through new interpretation which will support the 

corridor. 
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7.0 CONCLUSIONS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

7.1 Conclusions 

This Technical Paper has found that the construction of the Parramatta Light Rail would have the 
potential to result in impact to historical archaeological of State and local significance. The HAMUs 
along the Parramatta Light Rail route with potential for State significant historical archaeology to be 
present, or where known State significant archaeological remains are present, include the following: 

• The government mill races, remains associated with Mrs Betts’ House and the former Lunatic 

Asylum (HAMU 4) 

• St Patricks Cemetery (HAMU 8) 

• The first and second Parramatta Gaol and Factory (HAMU 13) 

• The Town Drain (HAMU 18) 

• Remains associated with the Soldiers District (HAMU 20) 

• Remains associated with the McGee hut (HAMU 31) 

It is also noted that there is low potential for State significant convict-era archaeological remains 
associated with the early agricultural development of the Rose Hill township to be present within all 
HAMU’s in the Westmead and North Parramatta precincts. The potential for an intact archaeological 
resource associated with this phase is extremely low.  

There is potential for archaeological remains of local significance to be present within the majority of 
HAMU’s along the Parramatta Light Rail route, with the exception of areas of known previous 
extensive ground disturbance.  

The project has the potential to impact on archaeological resources throughout the study area. 
Proposed project activities outlined in Table 7-1 have moderate or high potential to impact on 
archaeological resources of State and/or local significance.  

Table 7.1: Overview of potential impacts to archaeological resources  

HAMU Potential archaeological 
resource 

Significance Project activities Management 
zone 

4 The government mill races and 
remains associated with Mrs 
Betts’ House and the former 
Lunatic Asylum 

State The construction of light rail track 
with associated adjustments to 
road and footpath 

1 

4 Early road corridors and the 
Grose Street Drain 

Local The construction of light rail track, 
associated adjustments to road 
and footpath and construction of 
Cumberland Hospital stop within 
the former alignment of Factory 
Street 

2 

5 Grose Street Drain Local The construction of light rail track 
with associated adjustments to 
road and footpaths within Factory 
Street 

2 

7 Truncated remains associated 
with late 19th century residential 

Local Establishment of light rail track with 
associated adjustments to road 

2 
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HAMU Potential archaeological 
resource 

Significance Project activities Management 
zone 

and commercial development of 
Church Street, as well as 
evidence of early road 
infrastructure. 

and footpath along Church Street. 
Construction of the Factory Street, 
Fennell Street, Prince Alfred 
Square and Eat Street light rail 
stops. 

8 Remains associated with earlier 
phases of St Patricks Roman 
Catholic Cemetery, including 
burials 

State Establishment of light rail track, 
with associated adjustments to 
road and footpath along Church 
Street 

1 

10 Remains associated with late 
19th century residential and 
commercial development of the 
block bounded by Fennell, 
Church and Harold Streets 

Local Fennell Street compound 2 

11 Remain associated with the 
Royal Oak Hotel 

Local Ross Street compound and 
demolition 

2 

13 Remains of the former ‘village 
green’ and WWII era anti-aircraft 
shelter landforms 

Local Construction of Prince Alfred 
Square light rail stop 

2 

13 Remains associated with the first 
and second Parramatta Gaol 
and factory 

State Construction of Prince Alfred 
Square light rail stop 

2 

15 Remains associated with the 
George Street tramline, 
Parramatta Gasworks (within the 
Queen Street Wharf Reserve) 
early services and drains and 
former building frontages 

Local (State 
outside HAMU 
within Queen 
Street Wharf)  

Construction of light rail along 
George Street, with associated 
adjustments to road and footpath, 
public domain works and utilities 
adjustment 

2 

16 Remains associated with late 
19th century residential and 
commercial development of 
Macquarie Street 

Local Construction of light rail on 
Macquarie Street with associated 
adjustments to road and footpath, 
construction of the Parramatta 
Square and Harris Street light rail 
stops, public domain works and 
utilities adjustments 

2 

17 Remains associated with late 
19th century residential and 
commercial development of 
Parramatta (prior to 
establishment of Horwood 
Place) 

Local Public domain and utilities 
adjustment 

2 

18 Intact remains of the Parramatta 
Town Drain within Macquarie 
Streets (intact) and Barrack 
Lane (disturbed) 

State Public domain and utilities 
adjustment 

2 

20 Remains associated with the 
former Soldiers District 

State Construction of light rail track on 
the western side of Robin Thomas 
Reserve between Macquarie and 
George Streets with associated 
adjustments to road and footpath 

1 
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HAMU Potential archaeological 
resource 

Significance Project activities Management 
zone 

20 Remains associated with the 
Purchase Nursery 

Local Construction of light rail track on 
the western side of Robin Thomas 
Reserve between Macquarie and 
George Streets with associated 
adjustments to road and footpath 

2 

21 George Street tramline Local Construction of light rail track on 
George Street with associated 
adjustments to road and footpath 

2 

22 Remains associated with late 
19th century residential and 
commercial development of 
Smith Street 

Local Public domain and utilities 
adjustment 

2 

22 Remains associated with late 
19th century residential and 
commercial development of 
Charles Street 

Local Public domain and utilities 
adjustment 

2 

24 George Street tramline Local Reconfiguration of George Street 
between O’Connell and Harris 
Streets 

2 

25 George Street tramline  Local Construction of light rail with 
associated adjustments to road 
within George Street 

2 

27 Earlier remains associated with 
the Carlingford Railway Line 

Local Construction of Carlingford Line 
active transport link alongside the 
light rail 

2 

31 Evidence associated with the 
Magee hut 

State Establishment of Parramatta River 
Bridge (south) compound/laydown 
area (minimal excavation) 

2 

33 Remains associated with the 
former Rydalmere Railway 
Station 

Local Bridge works, utilities adjustment 
and establishment of compound 
sites (minimal excavation) 

2 

34 Remains associated with the 
former Dundas Railway Station 

Local Earthworks on existing railway line 
and establishment of the Dundas 
compound site (minimal 
excavation) 

2 

35 Remains associated with the 
former Carlingford Stock Feeds 

Local Construction of Carlingford light rail 
stop, establishment of the 
Carlingford compound (minimal 
excavation), public domain and 
utility adjustment 

2 
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7.2 Mitigation measures  

Recommended mitigation measures are outlined in Table 7.2. 

Table 7.2: Mitigation measures 

Measure Guidelines 

Archaeological 
Management  

Three archaeological management zones have been developed for the project to 
manage archaeology with varying levels of significance throughout the project 
corridor. The general mitigation measures to be applied to each management zone 
are outlined below. The precinct-specific measures identify which management 
zone(s) measures apply to each archaeological management unit (HAMU) within a 
precinct.  
 The following mitigation measures would be implemented for Zone 1 - State 

significant historical archaeology: 

▪ A heritage induction would be undertaken for all contractors, to be 
developed as part of the heritage management plan 

▪ An Archaeological Research Design (ARD) would be prepared by a qualified 
archaeologist in accordance with Heritage Division requirements, prior to the 
commencement of works. The ARD would outline a methodology for the 
investigation, monitoring and/or salvage of archaeological resources with 
consideration of detailed design.  

▪ An excavation director who meets the NSW Heritage Branch requirements 
for directing State significant archaeological investigations must manage the 
works 

▪ Impact or removal is generally unacceptable for State significant 
archaeology identified as being highly intact and if proposed should be 
justified appropriately by the excavation director 

▪ In situ retention of archaeological remains would be considered in 
accordance with the ARD as required 

▪ The NSW Heritage Division would be notified should intact state significant 
relics be unexpectedly identified 

▪ Public engagement would be considered where feasible to inform the public 
of the archaeological findings and proposed management measures 

▪ Post-excavation reporting, artefact analysis and relics conservation would be 
undertaken if relics are identified. 

 The following mitigation measures would be implemented for Zone 2 – Locally 
significant historical archaeology: 

▪ A heritage induction would be undertaken for all contractors, to be 
developed as part of the heritage management plan 

▪ An Archaeological Research Design (ARD) would be prepared by a qualified 
archaeologist in accordance with Heritage Division requirements, prior to the 
commencement of works. The ARD would outline a methodology for the 
investigation, monitoring and/or salvage of archaeological resources with 
consideration of detailed design 

▪ Archaeological monitoring would be undertaken by a suitably qualified 
excavation director, followed by open area salvage (if required) 
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Measure Guidelines 

▪ Impact or removal is likely to be considered acceptable if appropriate 
mitigation measures are followed as outlined in the ARD 

▪ Public engagement would be considered where feasible to inform the public 
of the archaeological findings and proposed management measures 

▪ Post-excavation reporting, artefact analysis and relics conservation would be 
undertaken if relics are identified. 

 The following mitigation measures would be implemented for Zone 3 – Nil-low 
archaeological resource present: 

▪ A heritage induction would be undertaken for all contractors, to be 
developed as part of the heritage management plan 

▪ Works are unlikely to impact on significant archaeological resources, 
however an archaeologist would be engaged should any unexpected 
potential archaeological remains be encountered in accordance with an 
unexpected finds procedure. 

Detailed Design  Modification of the proposed route alignment to avoid State significant archaeology 
is recommended. Impacts to historical archaeological sites of State significance 
should be avoided where possible. As detailed design progresses, care should be 
taken to avoid impacts to identified archaeological sites of State significance, and 
avoid or minimise impacts to archaeological sites of local significance.  
Impacts to potential archaeological resources arising from the detailed design 
would be addressed in the Archaeological Research Design.  
Should unexpected remains of state significance be encountered during works, re-
design should be considered to allow for in situ retention and conservation of these 
remains.  
The detailed design for sections of the project would be developed in consultation 
with the Office of Environment and Heritage (Heritage Division) and City of 
Parramatta Council.  

Town Drain  In relation to HAMU 18 - The Town Drain - Macquarie Street and Barrack Lane, 
alternative construction methods would be investigated and considered for works in 
the location of the town drain in George Street in order to retain this section of the 
drain, and protect against vibration impacts during construction and operation of 
the proposal 

Arthur Phillip 
High School 

In situ preservation and interpretation of significant archaeological remains 
associated with the convict lumberyard and barracks has been negotiated as part 
of the works at Arthur Philip High School. Should archaeological remains 
associated with the lumberyards and barracks extend into the PLR study area, and 
be identified during works, it is recommended that they be retained in situ. 
Removal of remains associated with this archaeological resource would result in 
major cumulative impact.  

Cumberland 
Hospital Precinct  

In relation to HAMU 4 -Thorough archaeological investigation of potential 
archaeological remains associated with Mrs. Betts’ House and the Lunatic Asylum 
would be required prior to the proposed works commencing in these areas, as 
required in accordance with the Zone 1 archaeological management measures. 
Where intact State significant remains are located redesign should be considered 
to avoid impacts.  
 
Alternative construction methods would be identified and considered for the Grose 
Street Drain (local significance). Should impact to a section of the drain be 
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Measure Guidelines 

unavoidable, archaeological investigation of this area would be undertaken prior to 
excavation works. 

Exhumation 
Policy  

An Exhumation Policy and Guideline would be prepared and implemented. It would 
be developed in accordance with the Guidelines for Management of Human 
Skeletal Remains (NSW Heritage Office, 1998b). 
This policy would recommend avoidance of sites with the potential to contain 
human skeletal material in the first instance. Exhumation of remains should not be 
considered. Remains should instead be conserved in situ.  

Interpretation 
Strategy and 
Public 
Engagement 

Appropriate heritage interpretation would be incorporated into the detailed design 
of the project for PLR which would include results of archaeological investigations.  
An Interpretation Plan would be prepared for the project in accordance with the 
NSW Heritage Manual, the NSW Heritage Office’s Interpreting Heritage Places and 
Items: Guidelines (August 2005), and the NSW Heritage Council’s Heritage 
Interpretation Policy. The Interpretation Plan for the project could consider 
brochures and publications, site specific displays, online platforms such as 
websites and mobile phone applications as well as a moveable heritage item 
exhibition in appropriate locations within the localities concerned. 
Public engagement during archaeological investigations would be undertaken 
where practicable. This may include open days, media releases, open days or 
other forms of heritage interpretation.  
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