
 

GEOFF LEE MP   
MEMBER FOR PARRAMATTA 

Minister for Skills and Tertiary Education 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 
17 March 2021 
 

LOCAL JOBS FOR PARRAMATTA LIGHT RAIL 
 
More than two-thirds of workers on the Parramatta Light Rail are from Western 
Sydney, putting local jobs at the heart of the project that will connect Westmead to 
Carlingford, via the Parramatta CBD and Camellia.  
 
Minister for Transport and Roads Andrew Constance said more than 6,185 people 
have been inducted into the project since early 2019, including 4,000 since the start 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
“The construction of major infrastructure like the Parramatta Light Rail has been a 
lifeline for the people of Western Sydney, as we continue to rebuild the NSW 
economy,” said Mr Constance said. 
 
“These light rail workers have worked more than two million hours to bring the project 
closer to reality, with a combined 9,400 hours worked each day.”  
 
The light rail infrastructure works contractor, Parramatta Connect, is targeting 
opportunities to increase workforce diversity and upskill workers to address shortages, 
as well as provide jobs for the local community.  
 
Its workforce includes 56% Western Sydney residents, 7.5% apprentices, 19% 
‘learning’ workers, 3% Aboriginal workers, 3% women in non-traditional roles, 13% 
aged under 25, and 4% long term unemployed, people with a disability, refugees and 
asylum seekers.  
 
Dr Geoff Lee Member for Parramatta said the project is opening up more opportunities 
for women, including sourcing heavy machinery and equipment from a company that 
has committed to providing female operators of articulated dump trucks, water carts, 
skid steers and rollers. 
 
“Parramatta Light Rail has female site engineers and general labourers, as well as a 
female foreman, engineering design manager and design coordinator,” said Dr Lee 
said.   
 
“With a record NSW Government infrastructure investment of $100 billion over four 
years and an accelerated number of projects on their way, we’re providing 
opportunities for people to upskill and gain entry into the industry. 
 
“Workers suitable for training and job opportunities will continue to be identified and 
supported throughout the project, by continually assessing skilled labour requirements 
and creating fresh employment pathways.” 
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Around 640 people per day and 300 each night are working to connect utilities and lay 
tracks for the new light rail network. 
 
Major construction on ‘Eat Street’ is being fast-tracked for completion in mid-2021, 
with tracks now laid. The Parramatta Light Rail expected to open in 2023.  
 
Images available to download. 
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https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8x5ov5cbzc088um/AAAjO0FoB6EmBJZZyjXIwkDda?dl=0

