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CELEBRATING THE CONTRIBUTION OF REFUGEES 
 
The Parramatta Light Rail project is proud to provide employment opportunities to 
new humanitarian entrants and recognise their important contribution during National 
Refugee Week, which is held between 20 - 26 June 2021.  
 
Dr Geoff Lee, Member for Parramatta said the contributions made by refugees on 
the project has been incredibly positive on both the work produced and the bonds 
formed by the crews on site.  
 
“This week, we are recognising and celebrating refugees who have joined our 
workforce, and have been part of delivering this major transport project to Western 
Sydney, said Dr Lee. 
 
“We have seen our team members benefit from the sharing of skills, knowledge and 
culture on the project.” 
 
Working in partnership with not-for-profit organisations such as Green Connect and 
CareerSeekers, who provide new humanitarian entrants an employment pathway, 
Transport for NSW has six refugees working on the project. 
 
Dr Lee said these organisations are essential to providing support to people who 
have the skills and ability to work, however need some assistance in entering the 
workforce. 
 
“By collaborating with Green Connect and CareerSeekers, we are able to assist 
refugees who have the right skills and aptitude to be matched with a project, and to 
give them the opportunity to showcase their work and experience,” Dr Lee said.  
 
Arriving in Australia from Iraq in 2013, Harith joined the Parramatta Light Rail team 
through an internship placed by CareerSeekers while studying engineering at the 
University of Technology Sydney. 
 
"I’m lucky to contribute to the Parramatta Light Rail project. The internship matched 
my studies perfectly and has helped me become a better engineer,” Harith said. 
 
The Parramatta Light Rail project also offers a Pre-Employment Program, which 
helps participants from a range of backgrounds, including Aboriginal people and new 
humanitarian entrants, develop skills to gain work in the construction industry. 
 
The $2.4 billion Parramatta Light Rail will connect Westmead to Carlingford via the 
Parramatta CBD and Camellia, and is expected to open in 2023. 
 
 For more information, visit www.parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au. 
 

 
 

http://www.parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au/
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High Res Images: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ya8t6c57rnuwa8u/AADXYnjI_6S4s30ioZfKpvSga?dl=0 
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