
New fact sheets for children on our website. 

What’s next?

• Stabling and maintenance facility construction begins

• Ongoing track installation, and construction of  
light rail stop platforms and active transport links

December 2021 

• Light rail stop names announced 

• Track installation complete

• Completion of infrastructure works

• Light rail stop construction begins

• Passenger services expected to commence
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Like us on Facebook
at facebook.com/ParramattaLightRail

Translating and Interpreting Services
If you require the services of an interpreter, please 
contact the Translating and Interpreting Service 
(TIS National) on 131 450 and ask them to telephone 
Parramatta Light Rail on 1800 139 389.

2023

2022 

‘Eat Street Uncovered’ will make the most of a break in light rail construction.

Newsletter
December 2021

Eat Street drew crowds during major sports events.

Parramatta’s revitalised Eat Street reopens
Parramatta’s iconic ‘Eat Street’ drew significant 
crowds on its reopening week, with football fans 
verging on the iconic precinct for a pre- and post-
game meal fix during the Matildas sporting events.

With major construction fast-tracked in response to 
Covid-19 and construction fences removed between Lennox 
Bridge and George Street, many restaurants opened their 
doors to welcome the new influx of street-goers.

A lively activation encouraged locals to explore 
the  outdoor dining features, planters and greenery, 
as well as the ‘flush finish’ shared pedestrian and 
light rail corridor - a first for Western Sydney. 

More than 350 people worked on Eat Street each day, 
which involved hand-laying 300,000 cobblestone 
pavers between the tracks and installing 34,000 
footpath pavers. 

The project worked with City of Parramatta Council 
to deliver an outcome for Eat Street that balanced 
the needs of local businesses and the community 
along with the safe operations of light rail.

Eat Street opens for business.

News of Eat Street’s reopening reached nearly 5.4 million 
people across Australia, and drew significant crowds 
of locals and visitors back to the precinct, particularly 
during recent major sporting events.

Watch a video of Eat Street’s construction on our 
Facebook page: facebook.com/parramattalightrail.

http://facebook.com/ParramattaLightRail


Track completion on Church Street, North Parramatta.

Track installation progress across the new bridge.

James Ruse Drive bridge 
to get new slab, name 
The new bridge over James Ruse Drive is taking shape 
following rail set up, concrete pours, and shared walking 
and bike-riding path (active transport link) construction.  

Transport for NSW will also reveal the name of the bridge 
shortly, after a panel of stakeholders met to consider more 
than 500 suggestions and determine a ‘top five’ list. We look 
forward to revealing the new name, which as a result of 
extensive consultation, will reflect the cultural, historical 
and social connections to the Greater Parramatta area.

Tracking along on Stage 1
More than 85 per cent of light rail track has been 
installed along the 12-kilometre alignment from 
Westmead to Carlingford, following the completion 
of track installation in two major sections.

In North Parramatta, workers installed more than 
1.4 kilometres of double-track between the future 
Cumberland Hospital and Prince Alfred Square 
stops. The team is now focusing on landscaping, 
tree planting, road works and footpath paving. 

The project also completed track installation along 
the five-kilometre Camellia to Carlingford corridor, 
which involved the complex conversion from a 
single-track heavy rail line to dual-track light rail.

There is ongoing landscaping improvement works 
including tree-planting underway.

FInd the latest updates at parramattalightrail.
nsw.gov.au.

Westmead takes shape 
The transformation of Westmead continues with track 
slab pours and rail set up progressing in the area, as well 
as works for the new scissor crossover on Hawkesbury 
Road, which will enable the light rail to end its journey 
from Carlingford and commence the return trip.

With the temporary jetty removed near the new bridge 
in the Cumberland Precinct, the team is focused on 
constructing the shared walking and bike-riding path, 
and installing light rail track across the bridge structure.

Aerial photo of Westmead.



More trees for a 
greener Parramatta
Transport for NSW is planting more than 3500 new 
trees as part of Stage 1 of the light rail project, creating 
improved air quality and shade for the community.

The project’s new Tree Offset Strategy sets out the 
many tree species to be planted along the alignment 
and its surrounds, including at least five mature figs 
and 76 cuttings from trees removed from the area.

The Strategy will also help ensure trees are planted 
in the right areas, are diverse, visually appealing and 
low in maintenance - creating a greener Parramatta 
that everyone can enjoy.

A number of active measures to monitor and 
protect local fauna have also been taken such as 
installing possum nesting boxes and tracking habitat 
movements of native grey-headed flying foxes. 

To find out more about the project’s environmental 
initiatives, visit parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au.

Leading in design 
Stage 1 of the Parramatta Light Rail’s infrastructure works 
package has achieved a ‘leading’ rating for design from 
the Infrastructure Sustainability Council of Australia.

This is the highest industry benchmark of its kind, and 
demonstrates the project’s commitment to achieve 
sustainable outcomes throughout the delivery of light rail. 

Some of the project’s innovative and sustainable 
outcomes include: 

• 36 per cent reduction in carbon emissions through
construction and operations by designing areas
with a wire-free system, and reusing materials

• First light rail project in NSW to have ‘grass track’

• First light rail project in Australia to install a noise
and vibration reducing product on the tracks

• Positive social impacts through job creation and
employment opportunities.

Find out more: visit parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au/
isca-design-rating.  

Artist impression of ‘grass track’ in the Cumberland Precinct.

Keeping cyclists safe  
Cyclist and pedestrian safety is a key priority for the 
light rail project as people become familiar with the 
new surroundings as construction areas reopen.

New signs have been fitted to warn cyclists when 
travelling across the track, following the installation of 
track across some intersections in Parramatta’s CBD.

The signs remind cyclists to take care, with the safest 
way to cross the track is to ride straight over at a 
90-degree angle.New sign installed to warn cyclists.

New trees planted at Tramway Avenue, Parramatta.



Eat Street activated    
To celebrate the completion of major construction 
along the dining strip, Transport for NSW is 
delivering ‘Eat Street Uncovered’, a new activation to 
bring the area to life.

In a bid to attract locals and visitors to Eat Street and 
further support local businesses, the team worked 
hard installing vibrant neon lighting, outdoor dining 
furniture and decor to create a fun and exciting 
atmosphere for the public to enjoy. More excitement is 
coming, with interactive installations and fun activities 
to entertain the whole family.

We have also launched a new ‘Shop and Win’ campaign 
to support businesses across the alignment by 
incentivising shoppers with fantastic weekly prizes, 
local giveaways and major prize draw.

Find out how you can win, visit activateparramatta.com.au. 

Crowds enjoying Parramatta’s Eat Street activation.

Tell us what you think about Stage 2 
Planning and development work is progressing on 
Stage 2 of the Parramatta Light Rail, which aims to 
connect Stage 1 and the Parramatta CBD to Ermington, 
Melrose Park, Wentworth Point and Sydney Olympic Park.  

The project team is currently focused on planning, 
utilities and geotechnical investigations, and 
developing an Environmental Impact Statement.  

Consultation with local stakeholders and the community 
is key to informing the planning and design phases of 
the project. As part of this work, the team is seeking 
your feedback to understand the potential impacts 
and outcomes of this important project.   

To share your insights on Stage 2, scan  
the QR code to complete the survey. 

History preserved 
The team highlighted its commitment to preserving 
Parramatta’s rich cultural history by reusing century-
old recycled sandstone blocks from the area for 
kerbing in North Parramatta and Cumberland. 

Recycled sandstone kerbing in North Parramatta.



SHOP
& WIN

Do

 so
mething at

        Parramatta

You will also go in the draw to win 1 of 4 
weekly prizes valued at $200 each.

SHOP & WIN
Ambassador Lounge tickets to  

Western Sydney Wanderers FC V Sydney FC  
for you and nine friends valued at 

$3000*

How to enter
Simply spend $10 or more in one transaction at a 
participating retailer along the Parramatta Light 
Rail alignment and email a picture of the receipt  
to activateparramatta@transport.nsw.gov.au for 
your chance to win.

Enter as many 
times as you like
15 Nov – 19 Dec 2021

This campaign is part of ‘Activate Parramatta’, a Transport for NSW plan to support 
local businesses during construction of the Parramatta Light Rail. To find out more, 
visit activateparramatta.com.au. *Terms and condtions apply.
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Stage 1 route Stage 2 preferred route Stage 2 – alternative Camellia alignment under consideration

Fact sheets for schools 
Two fact sheets for primary school educators 
and children are now available on our website. 

The ‘What is light rail?’ fact sheet introduces 
students to the benefits of light rail transport, while 
the ‘Grey-headed flying foxes’ fact sheet highlights 
our initiatives to protect this local vulnerable species.  

New fact sheets for children on our website. 

What’s next?

• Stabling and maintenance facility construction begins

• Ongoing track installation, and construction of  
light rail stop platforms and active transport links

December 2021 

• Light rail stop names announced 

• Track installation complete

• Completion of infrastructure works

• Light rail stop construction begins

• Passenger services expected to commence
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Translating and Interpreting Services
If you require the services of an interpreter, please 
contact the Translating and Interpreting Service 
(TIS National) on 131 450 and ask them to telephone 
Parramatta Light Rail on 1800 139 389.
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What is light rail? 

Light rail is a type of public transport used around the world, just like buses, ferries 

and trains. Each light rail vehicle has a driver and runs on special tracks, stopping at 

different places on the way. You might hear some people call light rail vehicles ‘trams’.

One
45m light rail vehicle

can carry

300
people

which is the

equivalent

of around

6
buses

Artist impression of the Parramatta Light Rail

parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au

parramattalightrail@transport.nsw.gov.au

1800 139 389

Fact sheet - 

How light rail works

Light rail vehicles run on electricity 

from overhead wires, rechargable batteries,  

or a combination of the two. 

Why use light rail?

• Cool, clean and quiet - Light rail vehicles are  

air-conditioned, maintained regularly, and are 

quieter than other types of transport

• Reliable – Light rail provides a ‘turn up and go’ 

service, meaning you’ll never need to check 

timetables because there will be a service every 

few minutes

• Better for our planet – Light rail helps people 

travel together, which reduces the number of 

cars on our roads – meaning less pollution.

How do I use light rail?

In NSW, you will need an Opal Card to travel on 

public transport such as light rail, buses, ferries 

and trains. It’s an all-in-one ticket.

Simply ‘tap on’ to ride the light rail and ‘tap off’ 

at the end of your trip.

The Parramatta Light Rail is an 

exciting new 12-kilometre track 

coming to Greater Sydney in 2023!

Grey-headed  flying foxes in Parramatta 
The NSW Government is helping to protect the native grey-headed flying fox with 

a range of measures while a new light rail network, called the Parramatta Light 

Rail, is being built in Western Sydney. The Parramatta Light Rail will open in 2023.

What is the grey-headed flying fox? 

The grey-headed flying fox (also known by its species name, pteropus poliocephalus) is the largest 

type of native Australian bat. It travels across large areas of Australia feeding primarily on nectar 

and pollen from native blossoms and also on fruits, spreading seeds and pollinating native plants. 

This flying fox is easily recognisable by its rusty, reddish collar, grey head and hairy legs.  

The adult bats have an average wingspan up to one metre and can weigh up to one kilogram.  

 

Why is it considered a vulnerable species? 

The grey-headed flying fox is considered a ‘vulnerable’, or at-risk, species because it is 

losing its natural habitat along the south-east Queensland, NSW and Victorian coasts due to 

human settlement. The traditional habitat of the flying fox is located within 200 kilometres of the eastern coast of 

Australia, from Bundaberg in Queensland to Melbourne in Victoria – and, importantly, within 

the area in Sydney where Transport for NSW is building the Parramatta Light Rail. In 2010, 

many flying foxes were found roosting and foraging outside these traditional areas; some were 

found as far inland as Orange and as far south-west as Adelaide.

Habitat loss and degradation, heat stress (increased by climate change) and being hunted by other 

animals are some of the threatening processes which contribute to declining flying fox numbers.

Where does this flying-fox traditionally live?  

The grey-headed flying fox roosts on branches in groups or ‘colonies’ of various sizes, from dozens 

to hundreds of thousands. They typically roost, or rest, near water, such as lakes, rivers or the coast. 

They obtain their food from rainforest patches, mangroves and from plants, known as ‘vegetation’  

that grow next to rivers, creeks and wetlands. Colonies of grey-headed flying foxes also eat 

vegetation in urban and suburban areas. parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au
parramattalightrail@transport.nsw.gov.au

1800 139 389

Fact sheet - 

http://facebook.com/ParramattaLightRail

